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THE MINERAL INDUSTRY OF ALABAMA

This chapter has been prepared under a Memorandum of Understanding between the U.S. Geological Survey and the
Geological Survey of Alabama for collecting information on all nonfuel minerals.

In 2013, the value of the nonfuel mineral production' in the
State of Alabama increased to $1.04 billion (not including steel),
1.4% of the total U.S. nonfuel mineral production, ranking it
24th in the Nation; however, it still had not reached pre-2009-
recession levels. In 2012, the corresponding value was $991
million, 1.3% of the U.S. total nonfuel mineral production,
ranking it 23d among the 50 States. In 2013, on a per capita
basis, nonfuel mineral production in Alabama had a value of
$215 compared with the national average of $238. In 2012, the
per capita value was $206 compared with the national average
of $241.

The value of nonfuel mineral production in Alabama for
years 2006 through 2013 was as follows (in millions of dollars):
$1,360 (2006), $1,350 (2007), $1,300 (2008), $1,020 (2009),
$969 (2010), $955 (2011), $991 (2012), and $1,040 (2013).

In 2013, there were 1,186 employees in nonfuel mineral
mines in Alabama and 1,596 in mills (not including steel)
and preparation plants. In 2012, the corresponding numbers
were 1,164 in nonfuel mineral mines and 1,623 in mills and
preparation plants (U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration,
2013, p. 7; 2014, p. 7). In 2013, the average annual wage in
Alabama for all mining was $78,600 compared with $41,400 for
all industries. In 2012, the corresponding figures were $76,500
and $41,100, respectively (National Mining Association, unpub.
data, February 4, 2016).

In 2013 and 2012, on the basis of production quantity,
Alabama continued to be a leading State for the production of
clays, ranking second in common clays out of 35 producing
States, third in bentonite clays out of 10 producing States, and
third in kaolin out of 9 producing States.

In 2013, the State also was a major producer of other
industrial minerals, ranking second in masonry cement out of
26 producing States, second in lime out of 33 producing States,
and second in iron oxide pigments out of 3 producing States.

Alabama also produced construction sand and gravel, crushed
stone, dimension stone, industrial sand and gravel, natural
gemstones, portland cement, and salt in 2012 and in 2013
(table 1). All metal production in the State, especially that of
raw steel, was the result of the processing of materials acquired
from other domestic and foreign sources.

'The terms “nonfuel mineral production” and related “values” encompass
variations in meaning, depending upon the mineral products. Production may
be measured by mine shipments, mineral commodity sales, or marketable
production (including consumption by producers) as is applicable to the
individual mineral commodity.

All USGS mineral production data published in this chapter are those

available as of February 2016. Data in this report are rounded to three significant

digits and percentages are calculated from unrounded data. All USGS Mineral
Industry Surveys and USGS Minerals Yearbook chapters—mineral commodity,
State, and country—can be retrieved over the Internet at http://minerals.usgs.
gov/minerals.
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Commodity Review

The following information from the Alabama Department of
Labor (2013, p. 10-26) may differ from U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) data, which are based on company responses to USGS
surveys and estimation for nonrespondents. The USGS withheld
some data to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.

Industrial Minerals

Mineral industry activity with respect to industrial minerals is

as follows:

* December 2013—Three operations in Barbour County
produced 123,000 metric tons (t) of bauxite, three
operations in Cherokee and St. Clair Counties mined
14,600 t of chert, 15 pits produced 1.12 Mt of clay, two
quarries mined 5.94 Mt of dolomite in Bibb and Shelby
Counties, four operations produced 2.23 Mt of granite, one
mine produced hematite, 45 mines produced 26.1 Mt of
limestone, 19 operations produced 847,000 t of industrial
sand, four quarries produced 406,000 t of sandstone, 38
pits produced 1.14 Mt of sand and clay, 34 operations
produced 7.45 Mt of sand and gravel, five mines produced
155,000 t of shale, and there were two marble operations
for the year.

* December 2013—The Alabama Department of
Transportation (2014, p. 2—49) listed the mines and
operations from which it got its aggregates for road and
highway building and maintenance.

References Cited

Alabama Department of Labor, 2013, Annual report—Statistical Supplement
of the Department of Labor, Mining and Reclamation Division, Mine
Safety and Inspection Section for the fiscal year ending September 30,

2013: Alabama Department of Labor, 40 p. (Accessed January 28, 2016, at
http://labor.alabama.gov/inspections/mining/docs/2013_annual.pdf.)

Alabama Department of Transportation, 2014, List I-1—Sources of coarse and
fine aggregates: Montgomery, AL: Alabama Department of Transportation,
49 p. (Accessed February 1, 2016, at http://www.dot.state.al.us/mtweb/
Testing/MSDSAR/doc/QMSD/Li01.pdf.)

U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration, [2013], Mine injury and worktime,
quarterly, January—December 2012, Final, closeout edition, 33 p. (Accessed
February 4, 2016, at http://arlweb.msha.gov/Stats/Part50/WQ/MasterFiles/
MIWQ%?20Master 20125.pdf.)

U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration, [2014], Mine injury and worktime,
quarterly, January—December 2013, Final, closeout edition, 34 p. (Accessed
February 4, 2016, at http://arlweb.msha.gov/Stats/Part50/WQ/MasterFiles/
MIWQ%?20Master 20135.pdf.)

3.1



"UOJS JO SPUT OM} A} UMD UOTDUNSIP OU YIIm papodar dy1zirenb-ouoispues sopnjour,

. /OU0)S SNOJUR[[IISIIA,, Yam papnjout ‘ejep Arejoridord Auedwod Surso[osip proAe 0y PIRYWIM ¢

"dUOJS JO SPUT OM} A} USOMIDQ UOTDUNSIP OU YIIM ParIodar d)III0[0p-ou0IsawI] SOPNIUL,

"UMOYS S[EIO) 0] PPE 10U ABT ‘on[eA J1un 1dooXd ‘SIIFIP JUBLIUSIS GOIY) UET) IO OU 0} POPUNOI dIE BIE(,

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY MINERALS YEARBOOK—2012-2013

"ojqeorjdde JoN XX
ST6 000°60€ 00¥°€€ XX vL'8 000°00€ 00¥v€ XX 98LI0AE 10 [BIO],
799 006'7C 09L°€ 8 L9 001°9C 088°C 8 QUO)S SNOJUB[[IOSTIA
re6 016’y 49 [4 9L'8 098‘y 1433 [4 e[S
666 0€5°9 59 L v1'8 00€'t 8TS L ,nzyenb pue suojspues
(€) (€) (€) (€) (€) (€) (€) (€) djrueIn)
(€) (€) (€) (€) (€ (€) (€) (©) 9IqIeIN
w96 001°1C 061°C ¥ Is°L 006°S1 011z ¥ oo
8568 000°15Z$ 0029 LY £1°6$ 000°6¥CS$ 00€°LT 8% Luosauly
anfeA (spuesnoy) (suoy oLow soruenb jo an[eA (spuesno) (suoy oW saruenb jo odAL
nun anjep puesnoy)) JoquinN nun anjeA puesnoy)) JoquIinN
Knuend) Knuend)
£10¢ 4114
(ddAL A€ ‘SHLV.LS 4.LINN FHL NI ddSN YO A10S ANOLS AIHSNYD 'VAVEVTY
¢cHI1dvL
“UMOYS S[€10) 0} PPE 10U KB “S)ISTP JUBOYTUSIS SOIY) UeY) AIOUT OU O} PIPUNOI AIE EIL(T,
“(s100onpoid £q uondwnsuoo urpnjour) uononpold djqelosrew 1o ‘saes ‘syuowrdiys SUI Aq PINSEIW Se uonaNpoId
"ojqeoridde JoN XX "o[qe[reAt JON VN "PIsIAy,
000°0%0°1 XX 000°166 XX 1 000°556 XX [e30L
000°59¢ XX 000°LTE XX 1 000°€T€ XX (uorsuawrp)
Juoss “yes ‘[(1107) opnio] eorw ‘(opnio) syuowdid oprxo
UoJI ‘(UIjoey| ‘9J1u0jUAq) SAR[I ‘JUSUIAI JO SAN[BA PAUIUIOD)
000°60€ 00¥°€€ 000°00€ 00¥'v€ 1 000°68¢ 1 00T°€€ paysnio duolg
006'v1 1413 002°€1 0% 00s°01 [433 [ernsnpuy
00%°SS 0S¥'8 00S¥S 0906 009°€S 0166 UondNISUO)
:[oARI3 pue pueg
000°68T 0LTT 000°L8T 0¥T'T 000°SST 081°C !
L VN L VN L VN [eINJBU ‘SOU0)SWAN)
06£°8 vzl 0,06 01T 001°vC 061°1 Uowtoo ‘skej)
oanjeA Anuend) anjeA Anuen) anjeA Anuen) [eIQUIA
£10¢ 414 1102

(SIRJ[Op PUBSNOY) PUB SUO) DLW PUBSNOY])

2 VAVEVTV NI NOLLONAOUd TVIANIN TINANON
1 419dvL

3.2 [ADVANCE RELEASE]



‘asn puo Aq umopy[eaIq e Inoyim uononpoid pajewnyse pue _uoto%mN
"UMOYS S[E10} 0} PPE JOU KB ‘dn[eA J1un 3dooXo ‘SIBIP JULDLIUTIS d21L) UL} OIOW OU 0} PAPUNOIT OXE BIe(],
‘0197 -- ‘T8I0, ul papnjour ‘ejep Arejdridoid Auedwoo Surso[osip proae o3 Ployyiip A

000°60€

00¥°€€

PL'8

000°00€

00¥ 7€

o3eIoAL 10 1e10],

£€eel

¥STIS

009°68
006°LY

ore’s
M
M
M

0159
M
0L6°TS

00S°0T
0£0°S

0v6°l
M

M
M

9¢1

68¥%

LS

1L
0T'6

SL'6

'z zS5EE =ziz:z

00€°08
00¥°St

018°l

09s°¢

008°0C
M

M

00%' %S

e

009
000°C$
M

001°TT

pojewnysy

0€6'y

pajodoy

N“vomwoomm:D

Pa)SI] J0U SASN PAJIds pue SASN SNOSUB[[AISIW IO}

SIOPUQIXA 10 SIA[[1 JOYIO

SIOPUQIX 10 SIA[[1) Jjeydsy

JUOWIIEDI) 1oJeM PIoe 10 Sunsnp Sururj]

:[eroadsg

[BAOWAI APIXO INJ[Ng

QuOoIs XNjq

QINJOBJNUE A)TWOJOP POUING-Pea(]

Almjdejnuew Wi

QINJOBJNUBW JUIWD))

‘[ed1SIn|[eIoW pUE [BITWOY))

QuOo)saWIT [BIN)NOLISY

(eI NOLZY

$91e30133® oulj pue 9sIR0Y palIoadsun

so[nueIsd urjooy

9)SBM IO [[I JO UNI ISYSNI))

91832133 posodxd pue 0zzelo],

doejans peol paaedun

9sBQQNS 10 9SBQ PLOI POpEID)

:$0)e39135® oulj pue 3sIL0))

91e30133e ouly paryroadsun

pajeudIsapun ‘FuIuddIIS

[9S 1O XIW SNOUTWINIQ ‘PUES dUOIS

9JI0U0J ‘puUBS dU0IS

:(our s4-) 91e30133e oul,|

91e30133e 951800 popeid payyroadsun

1se[[eq prOI[ITY

18

91e30138® JuoWILAI)-00BYINS SnouTN}Ig

LYC

981809 ‘91eF2I3TR Snourwun)Ig

951809 “91830135R 9J210U0))

:popels ‘91e30133e os1e0)

91e30133® 91809 paryroadsun)

QU0)S 1[I,

Juoys Apaf pue dexdry

:(your 7 [ +) 9332133k 9s180))

:UOIONIISU0))

anfea
mun

(spuesnoyy)
anjeA

(suo} ommowr
puesnot)
Anuend)

anfea
N

(spuesnoyy)
aneA

(suo} ommowr
puesnot)
Anuend)

€10T

414

asn

(ASN A4 SY49DNdO0YUd Ad AASN YO A'TOS ANOLS dFHSN™D ‘VINVEVTV
€ d1dV.L

33

ALABAMA-—2012-2013 [ADVANCE RELEASE]



081 pud Aq umopyealq & oI uononpod pajewnss pue popodoy,

*SOSTL SNOSUE[[IISIW JOYIO Pue ‘(10)s1uesd Jurpnjour) ouols A1ojoeigar ‘Furppaq adid ‘(a1es) 238301338 JyS1omIySI| ‘[BLIOJRUL 9)SBM ‘SP[AI) UIRIP sopnpouy,

"QUOJS XN[J PUE “DINIIRINULL W] “QINJOBJNUE JUSWAD SOPN[OU],
“ouojsawl| [eImynoude sopnjour,

's91e30133® oulj pue os1e0d polrodadsun pue ‘uni JOYsnIo 9)e3a135e pasodxd pue 0zzel1d) Yoe}INs peol pasedun ‘Oseqqns Jo dseq peol paperd sopnjouy,
-01e30133e ouly payyroadsun pue (pajeuSisopun) FUIUSIOS (210I0U0D) pULS dUOIS sopnpou],
-0)e30133e 951800 papeId payroadsun pue ‘Jse[jeq peol[rer )e3o133e JuouILaI}-09e)INs snourunliq ‘(9s1eod) 91e3aI33e snourun)iq ‘(9s1e0d) 91e3I3Te 9110U00 sopnjouy,
-01830133® 951809 payyroadsun pue Quols 1)1y ‘Quols Anal pue deidur ‘wrepeoew sopn[ouy,

“UMOUS S[E)0) 0} PPE JOU ABW “S)TIP JUEDYIUSIS 214} ULY) AIOW OU 0} PIPUNOL e BIE(T

"0107 -- . 'Te10],, ul papnjour ‘ejep Arejoridord Auedwod Surso[osip proae 0 ployuIA A

00€°8Y 06Ty 000°8LI 001°T 000°tL 000°8 [eo],
00LC1 0S¥l 006°6S 058°8 00LL 8 pajeuwinsy
00201 0€1°1 006°0C 081°C 00€ V1 029°1 payrodoy
@“woc_ooamcb
M M -- -- M M gPOISI[ 10U SOSN PAIJI0ads PUE SASN SNOIUB[[PISTU 1T
- -- - -- - -- Jeroadg
M M M M - -- mmo@::ﬁoa pue [eorwdy)
- - M M M M H[BIM[NOLISY
M M M M M M (SILSRITSE ouly puE SIE0))
M M M M M M L(yout 8;-) 9e3o135e ourg
M M M M M M %%Sw 918391338 95180
M M M M M A NEoE Y, 1+) 918321338 35180
1UOTONISU0D)
onfep Amuen) onfep Amuen) onfep Amuen) asn
€ Pusig cpmsig [ Jorsig

(sIe[[op puBsnOYy} Pue SUO} OLIAW PUBSNOY )

ALONYLSIA ANV dSN A€ ‘T10T NI S¥4IDNA0¥Ud A9 AdSN 4O AT10S ANOLS AFHSNYD ‘VIAVEVIV

¥ 41dV.L

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY MINERALS YEARBOOK—2012-2013

3.4 [ADVANCE RELEASE]



‘SN Pud Aq UMOPBAIQ B INOYIIM uoronpold pajewnsd pue _uwtoaomo_

*SOSN SNOSUR[[OISIW JOyJ0 pue ‘(10)s1ued Surpnjour) ouols A1o3oejol ‘Surppaq odid ‘(are[s) 9je3a133e JyIromys1| ‘Jeriojewt 9)sem ‘splory urerp sapnjouy,
"SIOPUAIXO 10 SIO[L] 190 PUE “9dULISQNS FUMSIIYM 10 FUNIYM ‘SIOPUAIXD 10 SIAY[1J J[eydse sopnour,

"OUOIS XN[J PUE “DINJORJNUELII SWI] “OINJOBJNUBUI JUIWAD SOPN[OU],

"UOJSOWI] [BIMNOLITE Sopnjouy,

's91e30133e ouly pue 9sIe0d PalIdddsun pue ‘uni JOYSnIo ‘91e30135e pasodxo pue 0zzel1d) 9oeJIns peol pasedun ‘Oseqqns 1o Iseq peol papeId sopnjouy
-91e30133® ouly paryroadsun pue (pajeudisopun) FUIUIOS (9J9I0UOJ) PUBS JUOIS sopnour,
‘01830133 951800 papeld payyroadsun pue se[[eq peol[iel 91e3a135e JUSW)BdI)-008JINS snourwniiq ‘(9s1eod) 91e3o133e snourunyiq ‘(9s1e0d) 91e3I3Te 0J010U0d sopnjouy,
-01e30133® 951802 paryroadsun pue ‘ouols 1931y Quols ANaf pue deidur ‘wepeoew sopnyour,

“UMOUS S[E10} 0) PPE J0U ABWI “S)ITIP JUBDYIUSIS S21() UBY) 2IOW OU 0} POPUNOI e BIE(],

'0107 -- ‘T8I0, Ul papnjour ‘eyep Arejoridoid Aueduwoo Jurso[osip proae o) ployyIAm M

00S°Ty 08L°€ 000°681 00¥°1C 00€°18 0L1'8 1e30L
00T°€l 0Tyl 001°1L 0TS‘8 01¢'s 86¢ pajeuinsy
0€¥'S 068 009°9C 09LC 006°CI 08€°l poyodoy
Snwom_oogm:D
-- - 0p€‘s 0v6°1 -- - (DAIST] 10U SSN PATJ109ds PUE SISN SNOSUL[[PISTU 1010
M M M M - - sleroeds
M M M M - -- ,[EOISN[[B1oU PUE [EQTWIAY)
- - M M M M (JPIMNOLISY
M M M M 00L°01 090°€ (SAIESoIFTe ouly pue 9sIE0))
M M M M M M ,(you 84-) 9e30135e duL
M M M M M M %owﬁw 91832133 08180
M M M M 088°C 18 Ayour 7 1+) 01880153k 051200
UOT)ONIISUO))
onfeA Anuend) N Anuend) N Anuend) asn
€ Psia ¢Rmsig [ Jo1nsig

(SIB[JOp pUBSNOY) pUL SUO} OLIJOW PUBSNOY])

A LOTYLSIA ANV dSN A€ ‘€102 NI S¥IONA0¥d A9 SN YO AT0S ANOLS AFHSNYD *

S HI1dvVL

VINVEVTV

35

ALABAMA-—2012-2013 [ADVANCE RELEASE]



TABLE 6

ALABAMA: CONSTRUCTION SAND AND GRAVEL SOLD OR USED IN 2012,

BY MAJOR USE CATEGORY'
Quantity
(thousand Value Unit
Use metric tons) (thousands) value
Concrete aggregate and concrete products 3,200 $19,100 $5.97
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and other bituminous mixtures 226 1,310 5.80
Road base and coverings 73 433 5.93
Road and other stabilization (lime) 3 13 4.33
Fill 287 1,170 4.08
Snow and ice control 3 42 14.00
Other miscellaneous uses’ 109 1,020 9.36
Unspeciﬁed:3
Reported 27 231 8.56
Estimated 5,140 31,200 6.07
Total or average 9,060 54,500 6.02

"Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except unit value; may not add to totals shown.

*Includes filtration.
3Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

TABLE 7
ALABAMA: CONSTRUCTION SAND AND GRAVEL SOLD OR USED IN 2013,
BY MAJOR USE CATEGORY'
Quantity
(thousand Value Unit
Use metric tons) (thousands) value
Concrete aggregate and concrete products 2,830 $19,900 $7.03
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and other bituminous mixtures 335 2,080 6.21
Road base and coverings 44 288 6.55
Fill 293 1,140 3.89
Other miscellaneous uses’ 20 189 9.45
Unspeciﬁed:3
Reported - -- -
Estimated 4,930 31,800 6.45
Total or average 8,450 55,400 6.55
--Zero.

'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except unit value; may not add to totals shown.

*Includes snow and ice control.
3Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.
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TABLE 8
ALABAMA: CONSTRUCTION SAND AND GRAVEL SOLD OR USED IN 2012, BY USE AND DISTRICT'

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

District 1 District 2 District 3
Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value

Concrete aggregate and concrete products w W W W 1,920 10,300
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials® W w W w 247 1,370
Fill -- -- 26 87 261 1,090
Other miscellaneous uses® ) 4 30 240 82 819
Unspeciﬁed:5

Reported - - 17 165 11 66

Estimated 11 67 158 958 4,970 30,100

Total 768 5,390 801 5,280 7,490 43,800

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.” -- Zero.
"Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
*Includes road and other stabilization (lime).

*Includes filtration, and snow and ice control.

*Less than % unit.

5Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

TABLE 9
ALABAMA: CONSTRUCTION SAND AND GRAVEL SOLD OR USED IN 2013, BY USE AND DISTRICT'

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

District 1 District 2 District 3
Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value

Concrete aggregate and concrete products W W W W 1,820 12,700
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base coverings W w W W 373 2,240
Fill - - 1 11 291 1,130
Other miscellaneous uses” 3) 128 1 13 19 177
Unspeciﬁed:4

Reported - - - - - -

Estimated 30 196 647 4,170 4,250 27,400

Total 877 6,310 820 5,420 6,750 43,600

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.” -- Zero.
'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
?Includes snow and ice control.

*Less than % unit.

4Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.
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