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The Mineral Industry of Wisconsin
This chapter has been prepared under a Memorandum of Understanding between the U.S. Geological Survey and the 

Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey for collecting information on all nonfuel minerals.

In 2011, Wisconsin’s nonfuel mineral production1 was valued 
at $683 million, based upon annual U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) data. This was a $154 million (29%) increase from 
the State’s total nonfuel mineral value of $529 million in 2010, 
which was $6 million (1%) less than 2009. The State ranked 
30th among the 50 States in nonfuel mineral production value 
and accounted for less than 1% of the U.S. total production 
value of $74.7 billion. On a per capita basis, Wisconsin’s 
nonfuel mineral production had a value of $120, half the U.S. 
average of $240.

Industrial sand and gravel, construction sand and gravel, and 
crushed stone were the State’s leading mineral commodities, 
accounting for 80% of the State’s total nonfuel mineral 
production value. In 2011, industrial sand and gravel, which 
accounted for 41% of the State’s total nonfuel mineral 
production value, had the largest increase in production 
value, up by $124 million (80%), and the largest increase in 
production quantity, up by 1.8 million metric tons (Mt). This 
was driven by demand for sand suitable for use in hydraulic 
fracturing applications. Dimension stone increased significantly 
in production value by $15.4 million (66%) and in quantity 
by 26,000 metric tons (t) (18%). The production value of lime 
and construction sand and gravel increased by $14.7 million 
(18%) and by $10.7 million (8%), respectively. Crushed stone, 

1The terms “nonfuel mineral production” and related “values” encompass 
variations in meaning, depending upon the mineral products. Production may 
be measured by mine shipments, mineral commodity sales, or marketable 
production (including consumption by producers) as is applicable to the 
individual mineral commodity.

All USGS mineral production data published in this chapter are those 
available as of May 2013. Data in this report are rounded to three significant 
digits and percentages are calculated from unrounded data. All USGS 
Mineral Industry Surveys and USGS Minerals Yearbook chapters—mineral 
commodity, State, and country—can be retrieved over the Internet at 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals.

down by $11.2 million (8%), was the only mineral commodity 
produced in the State to decrease in 2011. Although not 
significant compared to other mineral commodities in terms of 
production value, peat production stayed about the same as in 
2010.

In 2010, industrial sand and gravel and lime were the 
only mineral commodities produced by the State to increase 
in production value. Industrial sand and gravel increased 
significantly in production value by $40 million (35%) and 
in quantity by 740,000 t (25%). Lime increased in production 
value, up by $11.2 million (16%). The quantity of lime produced 
also increased, up by 117,000 t (16%). Crushed stone had the 
largest decrease in production value, down by $44.3 million 
(27%), though there was only a slight decrease of 503,000 t 
(2%) in production. The production value and production 
quantity of dimension stone decreased by $6.6 million (22%) 
and 63,000 t (30%), respectively. The quantity of construction 
sand and gravel produced declined by 2.3 Mt (8%), and the 
production value declined by $6.2 million (4.5%). Peat, last 
produced in 2008, was produced again in 2010.

In 2010 and 2011, Wisconsin remained ranked ninth in 
the production of lime, among 33 producing States. In the 
production of construction sand and gravel, Wisconsin rose to 
8th in 2011, up from 12th in 2010. The State dropped in rank 
from second in 2009 to third in 2010 and 2011 in the production 
of industrial sand and gravel, among 33 producing States, and 
accounted for 13% of the Nation’s total industrial sand and 
gravel production of 43.7 Mt in 2011. Wisconsin also declined 
in rank in the production tonnage of dimension stone to fourth 
from second between 2009 and 2010, but rose to third in 2011. 
Steel and iron oxide pigments were produced at locations 
throughout the State, but from material obtained from other 
domestic and foreign sources.

http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals
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Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Gemstones, natural nA 7 nA 7 nA 7
Lime 750 r 70,000 r 867 81,200 939 95,900
Peat -- -- W W W W
sand and gravel:

construction 28,500 r 140,000 r 26,200 134,000 27,500 145,000
industrial 2,930 r 116,000 r 3,670 156,000 5,510 280,000

stone:
crushed 23,100 r 179,000 r 24,000 135,000 23,800 124,000
Dimension 207 29,800 144 23,200 170 38,600
Total XX 535,000 r XX 529,000 XX 683,000

2Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Mineral

TABLE 1
nonFUEL RAW MinERAL PRoDUcTion in Wisconsin1, 2

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

rRevised. nA not available. W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; excluded from “Total.” XX not applicable. -- Zero.
1Production as measured by mine shipments, sales, or marketable production (including consumption by producers).

2009 2010 2011



Wisconsin—2010–2011 [ADVANCE RELEASE]	 52.3

Q
ua

nt
ity

Q
ua

nt
ity

Q
ua

nt
ity

n
um

be
r

(th
ou

sa
nd

V
al

ue
r

U
ni

t
n

um
be

r
(th

ou
sa

nd
V

al
ue

U
ni

t
n

um
be

r
(th

ou
sa

nd
V

al
ue

U
ni

t
Ty

pe
of

 q
ua

rri
es

m
et

ric
 to

ns
)

(th
ou

sa
nd

)
va

lu
e

of
 q

ua
rri

es
m

et
ric

 to
ns

)
(th

ou
sa

nd
s)

va
lu

e
of

 q
ua

rri
es

m
et

ric
 to

ns
)

(th
ou

sa
nd

s)
va

lu
e

Li
m

es
to

ne
2

19
4

r
19

,3
00

r
$1

03
,0

00
$5

.3
3

18
2

20
,7

00
$1

15
,0

00
$5

.5
8

18
9

20
,0

00
$1

04
,0

00
$5

.1
8

D
ol

om
ite

4
11

7
62

6
5.

36
23

16
5

88
2

5.
34

22
12

5
72

8
5.

84
M

ar
bl

e
--

--
--

--
1

65
38

7
5.

98
1

85
44

2
5.

17
G

ra
ni

te
9

1,
78

0
6,

79
0

3.
81

9
1,

46
0

8,
41

0
5.

77
9

2,
17

0
11

,6
00

5.
35

Tr
ap

ro
ck

4
1,

42
0

66
,4

00
46

.7
4

4
1,

51
0

9,
02

0
5.

97
3

1,
20

0
6,

18
0

5.
17

sa
nd

st
on

e 
an

d 
qu

ar
tz

ite
2

--
--

--
--

1
17

10
0

5.
98

1
13

70
5.

20
M

is
ce

lla
ne

ou
s s

to
ne

6
46

6
2,

34
0

5.
03

1
85

51
1

5.
98

1
13

9
71

8
5.

17
To

ta
l o

r a
ve

ra
ge

X
X

23
,1

00
r

17
9,

00
0

7.
75

X
X

24
,0

00
13

5,
00

0
5.

62
X

X
23

,8
00

12
4,

00
0

5.
20

2 in
cl

ud
es

 li
m

es
to

ne
-d

ol
om

ite
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

1 D
at

a 
ar

e 
ro

un
de

d 
to

 n
o 

m
or

e 
th

an
 th

re
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 d

ig
its

, e
xc

ep
t u

ni
t v

al
ue

; m
ay

 n
ot

 a
dd

 to
 to

ta
ls 

sh
ow

n.
 

3 in
cl

ud
es

 sa
nd

st
on

e-
qu

ar
tz

ite
 re

po
rte

d 
w

ith
 n

o 
di

st
in

ct
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
tw

o 
ki

nd
s o

f s
to

ne
.

20
11

r R
ev

is
ed

. X
X

 n
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
. -

- Z
er

o.

TA
B

LE
 2

W
is

c
o

n
si

n
: c

R
U

sH
ED

 s
To

n
E 

so
LD

 o
R

 U
sE

D
 in

 T
H

E 
U

n
iT

ED
 s

TA
TE

s,
 B

Y
 T

Y
PE

1

20
10

20
09



52.4 [ADVANCE RELEASE]	 U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY MINERALS YEARBOOK—2010–2011

Use Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch):
Riprap and jetty stone 64 762
Filter stone W W
other coarse aggregate 59 439

coarse aggregate, graded:
concrete aggregate, coarse 113 803
Bituminous aggregate, coarse 413 2,940
Bituminous surface-treatment aggregate 75 448
Railroad ballast 6 34
other graded coarse aggregate 760 5,690

Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch):
stone sand, bituminous mix or seal W W
screening, undesignated 116 562
other fine aggregate 216 1,250

coarse and fine aggregates:
Graded road base or subbase 1,370 6,970
Unpaved road surface 65 328
crusher run or fill or waste 480 2,420
other coarse and fine aggregates 1,530 7,840
other construction materials 81 457

Agricultural:
Agricultural, limestone 370 3,080
other agricultural uses W W

other miscellaneous uses and specified uses not listed 91 537
Unspecified:2

Reported 681 4,030
Estimated 16,000 90,900
Total 24,000 135,000

TABLE 3
Wisconsin: cRUsHED sTonE soLD oR UsED BY PRoDUcERs

in 2010, BY UsE1

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.”
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Use Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch):
Macadam W W
Riprap and jetty stone 907 2,760
Filter stone 76 641
Unspecified coarse aggregate 64 567

coarse aggregate, graded:
concrete aggregate, coarse 11 66
Bituminous aggregate, coarse 27 154
Bituminous surface-treatment aggregate 84 623
Railroad ballast (3) 1
Unspecified graded coarse aggregate 639 4,740

Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch):
stone sand, bituminous mix or seal 60 208
screening, undesignated 147 431
Unspecified fine aggregate 186 887

coarse and fine aggregates:
Graded road base or subbase 1,620 6,640
Unpaved road surface 69 375
crusher run or fill or waste 363 1,150
Roofing granules W W
Unspecified coarse and fine aggregates 1,620 7,650
Unspecified and other construction materials 90 517

Agricultural:
Agricultural, limestone 333 4,410
Unspecified and other agricultural uses W W

Unspecified:2

Reported 4 23
Estimated 16,600 86,700
Total 23,800 124,000

3Less than ½ unit.

2Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

TABLE 4
Wisconsin: cRUsHED sTonE soLD oR UsED BY PRoDUcERs

in 2011, BY UsE1

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.” 
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
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Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch)2 35 325 W W W W
coarse aggregate, graded3 71 483 W W 344 2,270
Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch)4 60 306 W W 37 154
coarse and fine aggregates5 943 4,570 1,560 7,700 356 1,740
other construction materials 46 248 W W W W

Agricultural6 219 1,650 W W W W
other miscellaneous uses and specified uses not listed7 -- -- -- -- 91 537
Unspecified:8

Reported -- -- 1 4 -- --
Estimated 2,980 17,000 4,250 22,200 3,110 18,100
Total10 4,360 24,600 6,770 37,100 4,010 23,300

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch)2 -- -- W W 2 28
coarse aggregate, graded3 -- -- W W -- --
Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch)4 W W W W 2 20
coarse and fine aggregates5 W W W W 97 963
other construction materials -- -- -- -- -- --

Agricultural6 -- -- -- -- -- --
other miscellaneous uses and specified uses not listed7 -- -- -- -- -- --
Unspecified:8

Reported 680 4,030 -- -- -- --
Estimated 1,120 6,560 3,190 19,100 701 4,200
Total10 1,960 11,400 3,260 19,600 802 5,210

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch)2 -- -- (9) $4 45 445
coarse aggregate, graded3 -- -- 2 23 367 2,630
Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch)4 -- -- 7 31 36 223
coarse and fine aggregates5 -- -- 19 164 292 1,600
other construction materials -- -- -- -- -- --

Agricultural6 -- -- 28 248 -- --
other miscellaneous uses and specified uses not listed7 -- -- -- -- -- --
Unspecified:8

Reported -- -- -- -- -- --
Estimated 85 511 558 3,340 -- --
Total10 85 511 613 3,810 740 4,900

10District totals may not add up to the published state total, owing to revisions made after the production of the table and (or) proprietary data being withheld.

TABLE 5
Wisconsin: cRUsHED sTonE soLD oR UsED BY PRoDUcERs in 2010, BY UsE AnD DisTRicT1

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

District 4 District 5 District 6

District 7 District 8 Unspecified district

District 1 District 2 District 3

6includes agricultural limestone, poultry grit and mineral food, and other agricultural uses.
7includes drain fields, waste material, lightweight aggregate (slate), pipe bedding, refractory stone (including ganister), and other miscellaneous uses.
8Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.
9Less than ½ unit.

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.” -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2includes macadam, riprap and jetty stone, filter stone, and other coarse aggregates.
3includes concrete aggregate (coarse), bituminous aggregate (coarse), bituminous surface-treatment aggregate, railroad ballast, and other graded coarse aggregates.
4includes stone sand (concrete), stone sand (bituminous mix or seal), screening (undesignated), and other fine aggregates.
5includes graded road base or subbase, unpaved road surface, terrazzo and exposed aggregate, crusher run, roofing granules, and other coarse and fine aggregates.
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Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch)2 65 608 W W 69 537
coarse aggregate, graded3 W W W W 358 2,540
Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch)4 162 683 W W 28 131
coarse and fine aggregates5 1,140 3,840 1,560 6,540 356 1,730
other construction materials W W W W -- --

Agricultural6 173 1,390 W W 16 209
Unspecified:7

Reported -- -- -- -- -- --
Estimated 2,980 15,400 3,900 20,200 3,850 19,800
Total 4,570 22,200 7,070 35,700 4,670 24,900

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch)2 -- -- 61 519 W W
coarse aggregate, graded3 -- -- -- -- -- --
Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch)4 -- -- 23 59 W W
coarse and fine aggregates5 W W 459 2,750 W W
other construction materials -- -- 3 18 -- --

Agricultural6 -- -- 7 71 -- --
Unspecified:7

Reported W W -- -- -- --
Estimated 1,360 6,890 2,350 12,300 741 3,830
Total 2,230 11,900 2,900 15,700 777 4,100

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
construction:

coarse aggregate (+1½ inch)2 -- -- 2 22 -- --
coarse aggregate, graded3 -- -- 2 3 -- --
Fine aggregate (-⅜ inch)4 -- -- 7 45 -- --
coarse and fine aggregates5 -- -- 26 218 -- --
other construction materials -- -- -- -- -- --

Agricultural6 -- -- 45 400 -- --
Unspecified:7

Reported -- -- -- -- -- --
Estimated 113 582 648 3,350 693 4,350
Total 113 582 730 4,040 693 4,350

District 7 District 8 Unspecified

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.” -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2includes macadam, riprap and jetty stone, filter stone, and other coarse aggregates.

TABLE 6
Wisconsin: cRUsHED sTonE soLD oR UsED BY PRoDUcERs in 2011, BY UsE AnD DisTRicT1

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

District 4 District 5 District 6

District 1 District 2 District 3

6includes agricultural limestone, poultry grit and mineral food, and other agricultural uses.
7includes drain fields, waste material, lightweight aggregate (slate), pipe bedding, refractory stone (including ganister), and other miscellaneous uses.

3includes concrete aggregate (coarse), bituminous aggregate (coarse), bituminous surface-treatment aggregate, railroad ballast, and other graded coarse aggregates.
4includes stone sand (concrete), stone sand (bituminous mix or seal), screening (undesignated), and other fine aggregates.
5includes graded road base or subbase, unpaved road surface, terrazzo and exposed aggregate, crusher run, roofing granules, and other coarse and fine aggregates.
6includes agricultural limestone, poultry grit and mineral food, and other agricultural uses.
7Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.
5includes graded road base or subbase, unpaved road surface, terrazzo and exposed aggregate, crusher run, roofing granules, and other coarse and fine aggregates.
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Quantity
(thousand Value Unit

Use metric tons) (thousands) value
concrete aggregate (including concrete sand) 3,290 $18,200 $5.53
Plaster and gunite sands 34 129 3.79
concrete products (blocks, bricks, pipe, decorative, etc.) 91 395 4.34
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and other bituminous mixtures 1,300 8,400 6.46
Road base and coverings 3,800 17,300 4.55
Road stabilization (cement and lime) 171 1,030 6.02
Fill 988 3,350 3.39
snow and ice control 222 969 4.36
Roofing granules 2 14 7.00
other miscellaneous uses2 441 2,560 5.80
Unspecified:3

Reported 970 5,390 5.56
Estimated 14,700 75,000 5.10
Total or average 26,200 134,000 5.11

2includes filtration and railroad ballast.
3Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

TABLE 7
Wisconsin: consTRUcTion sAnD AnD GRAVEL soLD oR UsED in 2010,

BY MAJoR UsE cATEGoRY1

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except unit value; may not add to totals shown.

Quantity
(thousand Value Unit

Use metric tons) (thousands) value
concrete aggregate (including concrete sand) 4,630 $24,800 $5.36
concrete products (blocks, bricks, pipe, decorative, etc.)2 4 30 7.50
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and other bituminous mixtures 1,370 8,910 6.50
Road base and coverings 4,070 20,500 5.04
Road stabilization (cement and lime) 100 551 5.51
Fill 808 2,480 3.07
snow and ice control 152 790 5.20
Railroad Ballast 36 290 8.06
other miscellaneous uses3 396 2,350 5.93
Unspecified:4

Reported 937 5,390 5.75
Estimated 15,000 78,600 5.24
Total or average 27,500 145,000 5.27

3includes filtration, golf course, and roofing granules.
4Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

TABLE 8
Wisconsin: consTRUcTion sAnD AnD GRAVEL soLD oR UsED in 2011,

BY MAJoR UsE cATEGoRY1

2includes plaster and gunite sands.

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.



Wisconsin—2010–2011 [ADVANCE RELEASE]	 52.9

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
concrete aggregates and concrete products2 629 1,090 1,680 2,420 560 1,820
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials3 W W 2,070 3,390 694 1,420
Fill 75 265 498 1,990 115 362
other miscellaneous uses4 392 2,290 W W 105 504
Unspecified:5

Reported 89 577 43 220 33 234
Estimated 1,960 2,000 4,370 4,880 1,730 1,500
Total6 3,140 6,230 8,660 12,900 3,240 5,840

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
concrete aggregates and concrete products2 W W 112 589 W W
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials3 W W 359 1,060 W W
Fill 29 88,400 79 164 116 240
other miscellaneous uses4 124 627 W W 69 299
Unspecified:5

Reported 721 2,670 -- -- 31 505
Estimated 2,270 2,290 1,380 1,240 1,980 1,990
Total6 3,140 99,500 1,930 3,060 2,200 3,030

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
concrete aggregates and concrete products2 W W W W -- --
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials3 W W 485 2,170 330 727
Fill 44 154 31 140 -- --
other miscellaneous uses4 132 1,150 108 622 -- --
Unspecified:5

Reported 18 57 35 122 -- --
Estimated 1,250 1,170 729 835 506 500
Total6 1,440 2,530 1,390 3,880 836 1,230

6District totals may not add up to the published state total, owing to revisions made after the production of the table and (or) proprietary data being withheld.

District 4 District 5 District 6

3includes road and other stabilization (cement and lime).

TABLE 9
Wisconsin: consTRUcTion sAnD AnD GRAVEL soLD oR UsED in 2010,

BY UsE AnD DisTRicT1

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

District 1 District 2 District 3

4includes filtration, railroad ballast, roofing granules, and snow and ice control.
5Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

District 7 District 8 Unspecified districts

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “other miscellaneous uses.” -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2includes plaster and gunite sands.
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Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
concrete aggregates and concrete products2 W W W W 547 3,090
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials3 W W W W 588 2,880
Fill 73 227 359 1,300 99 254
other miscellaneous uses4 96 539 143 767 117 553
Unspecified:5

Reported 111 741 69 383 30 228
Estimated 1,640 8,690 2,780 14,700 1,860 9,830
Total 2,800 15,200 8,920 47,100 3,240 16,800

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
concrete aggregates and concrete products2 W W W W 455 2,500
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials3 W W W W 657 3,390
Fill 27 79 37 96 152 388
other miscellaneous uses4 100 715 33 364 43 213
Unspecified:5

Reported 682 3,770 -- -- 14 172
Estimated 2,500 13,200 1,850 9,800 1,780 9,570
Total 3,630 19,500 2,120 11,400 3,100 16,200

Use Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
concrete aggregates and concrete products2 W W W W -- --
Asphaltic concrete aggregates and road base materials3 W W W W -- --
Fill 47 99 15 42 -- --
other miscellaneous uses4 28 110 25 173 -- --
Unspecified:5

Reported 26 84 5 17 -- --
Estimated 1,180 6,390 660 3,450 750 3,010
Total 1,570 8,450 1,350 6,920 750 3,010

TABLE 10
Wisconsin: consTRUcTion sAnD AnD GRAVEL soLD oR UsED in 2011,

BY UsE AnD DisTRicT1

(Thousand metric tons and thousand dollars)

District 1 District 2 District 3

District 4 District 5 District 6

3includes road and other stabilization (cement and lime).
4includes filtration, golf course, railroad ballast, roofing granules, and snow and ice control.
5Reported and estimated production without a breakdown by end use.

District 7 District 8 Unspecified districts

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in “Total.” -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2includes plaster and gunite sands.


