2010 Minerals Yearbook
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND HAITI

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

July 2012

The Mineral Industries of
the Dominican Republic and Haiti
By Susan Wacaster
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Mineral Trade

In 2010, the Dominican Republic’s nickel production ranking,
usually about 11th globally, was insignificant compared with
previous years because of a shutdown between August 2008
and October 2010 at Xstrata Nickel of the United Kingdom’s
Falconbridge Dominicana C. por A. (Falcondo) operation in
Bonao. The company had halted operations at the facility, which
started up in 1971, because of a combination of high energy
costs and diminished market conditions. In 2010, Xstrata signed
an agreement with a local power company, AES Dominicana,
to supply electricity in order to restart operations quickly as
Xstrata continued work on a long-term plan of converting from
petroleum to natural gas to fuel the operation. Naphtha, which
was produced at the facility’s refinery, would still be used to
fuel metallurgical reduction processes (Kuck, 2011; Xstrata plc,
2011).
The contribution of the mining and quarrying sector to the
country’s gross domestic product (GDP) had been decreasing
every year since at least 1991 when it was 1.4% of the GDP;
the sector contributed 0.2% of the GDP in 2010, which was the
same as in 2009. Coincident with the two decades of decreasing
annual contributions from the mining and quarrying sector were
fluctuations in the price of nickel, decreasing nickel grades, and
occasional closures at Falcondo, which was the country’s primary
source for revenue from mining, as well as a cessation of gold and
silver exports from the Dominican Republic beginning in 1991
(Banco Central de la República Dominicana, 2011b).
In the short term, the mining sector’s value and contribution
to the GDP is expected to increase dramatically compared
with previous years as the Pueblo Viejo Dominicana Corp.’s
Pueblo Viejo project (Barrick Gold Corp., 60%, and Goldcorp
Inc., 40%, both of Canada) comes online in late 2011 or early
2012, and Perilya Ltd. of Australia’s Cerro de Maimon Mine,
which started up in 2009, reaches maximum production levels.
Additionally, there were at least a dozen deposits of various
ore body types, including hydrothermally altered and porphyry,
which were at various stages of development for production of
copper, gold, silver, and zinc projects (Redwood, 2010).

The Dominican Republic did not export any ferronickel in
2010. The country imported about 9.9 million barrels (Mbbl)
of crude oil valued at $777.6 million compared with 9.3 Mbbl
valued at $592 million in 2009. Combustible fuels valued at
about $2.7 billion included 9.1 Mbbl of liquefied petroleum gas
valued at $485 million, 9 Mbbl of natural gas ($146.2 million),
8 Mbbl of diesel ($562 million), 7.9 Mbbl of fuel oil
($562.2 million), 5.9 Mbbl of gasoline ($515.2 million), and
14,053 barrels (bbl) of aviation fuel ($1.9 million). Other raw
material imports included $606.2 million worth of iron and steel
compared with $360.4 million in 2009, and $102 million worth
of coal compared with $84.8 million in 2009 (Banco Central de
la República Dominicana, 2011a).

Production
Data on mineral production are in table 1. Xstrata restarted
operations at Falcondo in October 2010 and reportedly expected
production to ramp up to 50% of capacity, or 14,000 metric tons
per year (t/yr), by March 2011 (Xstrata plc, 2011).
Structure of the Mineral Industry
Table 2 is a list of major mineral industry facilities.
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Commodity Review
Metals
Copper.—In 2010, Cerro Maimon was wholly acquired by
Perilya (Zhongjin Lingnan Nonfemet Co. Ltd., 50.1%) through
its purchase of GlobeStar Mining Corp., which was completed
in January 2011. Cerro Maimon is an open pit operation located
in Bonao that produced about 9,000 metric tons (t) of copper,
500 kilograms (kg) of gold, and 20,300 kg of silver in 2010
compared with 11,500 t of copper, 173 kg of gold, and 450 kg
of silver in 2009. The deposit is composed of sulfide and oxide
ores in a stratabound volcanogenic massive sulfide ore body
(GlobeStar Mining Corp., 2010, p. 3–4; Perilya Ltd., 2011).
Gold.—The Pueblo Viejo gold project is located in Cotui.
The deposit is hosted by the Los Ranchos formation, which is a
sequence of conglomerates and black laminated carbonaceous
and pyrite sediments that host gold and silver in a volcano
sedimentary complex. In February 2010, Barrick announced
updated proven and probable reserves of 251.9 million metric
tons (Mt) of ore grading 2.9 grams per metric ton (g/t ) gold,
17.5 g/t silver, and 0.09% copper with measured and indicated
resources estimated to be 107.1 Mt grading 2.07 g/t gold,
11.5 g/t silver, and 0.07% copper. Startup was projected to
take place at Pueblo Viejo in the fourth quarter of 2011. The
estimated preproduction capital cost was $2.7 billion and
another $300 million had been budgeted to expand production
from an initial 18,000 metric tons per day (t/d) to 24,000 t/d.
About 1,500 kg of gold was expected to be produced in 2011.
In March 2011, Barrick secured environmental permits for
temporary power sources with which to commission the plant.
The environmental impact assessment for a 240-kilovolt
power line was approved, which allowed construction of
associated infrastructure to begin. Construction was 55%
completed, and a total of 2.9 Mt of ore had been stockpiled.
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By May 2011, however, the tailings facility was damaged by
water from heavy rainfall and the damage was expected to
negatively affect the startup schedule, which had been extended
to the March 2012 quarter (Redwood, 2010; Barrick Gold Corp.,
2011, p. 4, 91; Goldcorp Inc., 2011a, b).
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HAITI
In 2010, Haiti’s year-on-year GDP decreased by 5.4%. A
similar annual rate of decrease had not taken place since 1993;
that decrease was the result of a trade embargo that was leveled
on Haiti following a period of political turmoil that began in
1991. The decrease in the GDP in 2010 was directly attributable

to the effects of the extremely destructive magnitude 7.0
earthquake of January 12, 2010, combined with some still
lingering, yet comparatively minor, effects of the 2008 hurricane
season during which one tropical storm, a category 1 hurricane,
and two category 4 hurricanes swept through the country
(Institut Haitien de Statistique et d’Informatique, 2011).
The private companies involved in exploration for metals in
the north of Haiti were relatively unaffected by the earthquake’s
devastation primarily because the valuable metal deposits
under exploration are located in the north of Haiti where the
damage was very light and the perceived shaking was only
moderate compared with that in and around the epicenter near
Port au Prince. Because production by the extractive industries
had generated only between about 0.3% and 0.5% of the total
value generated by the other industries of Haiti’s primary sector
(agriculture, forestry, livestock, and fisheries) since at least
1996, the climactic events of 2008 and 2010 effectively caused
little overall change to mineral industry statistics and activities.
Developments were taking place, though, as such companies
as Newmont Mining Corp. of the United States and Eurasian
Minerals Inc. and Majescor Resources Inc. of Canada continued
to explore and establish agreements related to developing their
properties in Haiti; however, no projects were to be brought into
production in the near term (U.S. Geological Survey, 2011).
There were few developments in the mineral industry of Haiti
in 2010 and no production data were available. For a review
of activities relevant to the mining industry in Haiti since the
early 1990s through 2009, see the 2009 U.S. Geological Survey
Minerals Yearbook, volume III, Area reports—International—
Latin America and Canada, which is available on the World
Wide Web at http://minerals.usgs.gov/mineral/pubs/country.
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table 1
Dominican Republic anD Haiti: pRoDuction oF mineRal commoDitieS1
(metric tons unless otherwise specified)
country and commodity
Dominican Republic
cement, hydraulic
clay
copper, mine output, cu content
Gold, mine output, au content
Gypsum
iron and steel:

2006

kilograms

Ferroalloys, ferronickele
Steel, crudee
lime
e

limestone
marble
nickel, ni content:
mine output, laterite ore
metal, ni contained in ferronickel, smelter
petroleum, refinery products:e
liquefied petroleum gas
Gasoline, motor
Kerosene
Jet fuel
Distillate fuel oil
Residual fuel oil
total

thousand metric tons
do.
cubic meters

76,659
60,000
na
1,200
6,000

r

2

r

4,096,216
29,675

thousand 42-gallon barrels
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

Salt, marinee
Sand and gravele
Silver, mine output, ag content

3,776,798
na
--355,641

2007

thousand cubic meters
kilograms

500
3,749
100
1,900
2,900
4,600
12,000
50,000
13,300
--

4,100,000
na
--350,000
84,005
60,000
na
1,200
6,000

2008

r

4,000,000
na
--350,000

2

r

500
3,447
100
1,900
2,900
4,600
12,000
50,000
13,300
--

r

r

31,300
18,782

4,062,530
29,130

r, 2

84,000
60,000
na
1,200
6,000

2009

r, 2

500
3,277
100
1,900
2,900
4,600
12,000
50,000
13,300
--

3,000,000
na
11,500
173
175,000
84,000
60,000
na
1,200
6,000

2010

r

r

500
--

r, 2

500
3,000
100
1,900
2,900
4,600
13,000
50,000
13,300
450

3,200,000
na
9,000
500
195,000
84,000
60,000
na
1,200
6,000
---

r

500
3000
100
1,900
2,900
4,600
13,000
50,000
13,300
20,300

Haitie

cement
290,000
290,000
290,000
290,000
290,000
Sand and gravel:
Gravel
cubic meters
450,000
450,000
450,000
450,000
450,000
Sand
do.
2,000,000
2,000,000
2,000,000
2,000,000
2,000,000
Stone, marble
do.
131
131
131
131
131
e
estimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown. rRevised. do. Ditto. na not available. -- Zero.
1
table includes data available through July 17, 2011.
2
Reported figure.

table 2
Dominican Republic: StRuctuRe oF tHe mineRal inDuStRY in 2010
(metric tons unless otherwise specified)

commodity
copper
Gold
nickel
petroleum, refinery
Silver
do. ditto.

kilograms

42-gallon
barrels per day
kilograms

Dominican Republic and Haiti—2010

major operating companies and major equity owners
GlobeStar mining corp.
do.
Falconbridge Dominicana c. por a. (Xstrata plc, 85.3%; Government,
10%; Franco-nevada corp., 4.1%; private interests, 0.8%)
Refinería Dominicana de petróleo S.a. (Government, 50%,
and Shell international petroleum company ltd., 50%)
GlobeStar mining corp.

location of main facilities
bonao
do.
do.

annual
capacity
15,000
600
29,000

Haina port

34,000

bonao

15,000
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