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ZINC IN AUGUST 2015 

 Domestic mine production (recoverable) of zinc in August 
2015 was 60,800 metric tons (t). Average daily mine production 
in August was 1,960 t, slightly less than that in July and 7% less 
than that in August 2014 (fig. 1). 

 The monthly average Platts Metals Week North American 
SHG zinc price for August 2015 was 89.91 cents per pound, 9% 
less than that in July and 22% less than that in August 2014. The 
monthly average LME cash price for SHG zinc was $1,809.61 
per metric ton, 10% less than that in the previous month and 
22% less than that in August 2014. The average North American 
premium to the LME price in August was 7.83 cents per pound, 
slightly less than that in July (fig. 3, table 6). 

Update 
 On October 1, MMG Ltd. (Australia) announced that it had 
completed mining at the Century Mine in Australia in August 
owing to reserve depletion and would continue to process about 
700,000 t of stockpiled ore during the final months of 2015. 
Century operated for 16 years, and at full production, was one of 
the leading global zinc-producing mines. In 2014, the mine 
produced 466,000 t of zinc in concentrate, and in 2015, the mine 
was expected to produce between 320,000 t to 370,000 t of zinc 
in concentrate (MMG Ltd., 2015a, p. 5; 2015b).  
 On October 9, Glencore plc (Switzerland) announced that it 
planned to reduce its zinc mine production by 500,000 metric 
tons per year (t/yr) of zinc in concentrate, equivalent to about 
one-third of its annual zinc production, in response to low zinc 
prices. Operations at its Lady Loretta Mine in Australia and the 
Iscaycruz Mine in Peru would be suspended, and production 
would be reduced at the George Fisher and McArthur River 
mines in Australia and at its Kazzinc mines in Kazakhstan 
(Glencore plc, 2015). 
 On October 16, Star Mountain Resources, Inc. (Tempe, AZ) 
announced that it had entered into a three-way definitive 
agreement with HudBay Minerals, Inc. (Canada) and Northern 
Zinc, LLC (Carson City, NV) to purchase Balmat Holding 
Corp., including the operating subsidiary, St. Lawrence Zinc 
Company, LLC, and its mining operations in the Balmat mining 
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Figure 1. Average daily domestic zinc mine production (recoverable) from 
August 2013 through August 2015. Source: U.S. Geological Survey. 

 Global London Metal Exchange Ltd. (LME) stocks of Special 
High Grade (SHG) zinc increased by 92,125 t to 524,925 t in 
August 2015 owing mostly to an 84,150 t increase in stocks in 
New Orleans, LA (fig. 2, table 7).  

Figure 2. Global LME stocks of SHG zinc, monthend, from August 2013 though 
August 2015. Source: London Metal Exchange Ltd. 

district in St. Lawrence County, New York. HudBay Minerals 
owned Balmat and Northern Zinc held an exclusive purchase 
option with HudBay to acquire Balmat. HudBay placed the 
Balmat zinc mine on care-and-maintenance status in August 
2008 owing to low zinc prices. Star Mountain planned to restart 
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production at Balmat in the next 6 to 9 months. Previously, 
Balmat could produce about 60,000 t/yr of zinc in concentrate at 
its full production rate (Lavigne, 2015; Star Mountain 
Resources, Inc., 2015).   
 ZincOx Resources plc (United Kingdom) sold the Big River 
Zinc smelter site in Sauget, IL, for $750,000 to be redeveloped 
into a fabrication facility and distribution center for aluminum 
and steel products. Big River Zinc was put on care-and-
maintenance status in 2005 owing to the increasing price of 
high-purity zinc concentrate. In May 2006, ZincOx purchased 
Big River Zinc Corp. and planned to convert the refinery into a 
secondary operation that would treat crude zinc oxide in a leach 
and solvent-extraction circuit to produce zinc metal. ZincOx 
subsequently stated that it considered its zinc recovery plans for 
Big River Zinc to be uneconomic (ZincOx Resources plc, 2008, 
p. 12; Rudarakanchana, 2015).
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Figure 3. Average monthly prices and premium for SHG zinc from August 2013 through August 2015. 
North American price is based on the LME cash price plus premium. Source: Platts Metals Week. 

7.5

8.0

8.5

9.0

9.5

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

Pr
em

iu
m

 (c
en

ts
 p

er
 p

ou
nd

) 

Pr
ic

e 
(c

en
ts

 p
er

 p
ou

nd
) 

Month 

Price - North American
Price - London Metal Exchange, cash
Premium - North American

List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive 
notification of USGS minerals information publications and 
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.  
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TABLE 1
SALIENT ZINC STATISTICS1

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

2014
January– January–

DecemberP July August August
Production:

Mine, zinc content of concentrate2 832,000 64,700 62,700 559,000
Mine, recoverable zinc2 803,000 62,500 60,800 540,000
Smelter, refined zince 180,000 15,100 14,400 119,000

Consumption of refined zinc, apparent3 965,000 66,200 98,900 657,000
Imports for consumption:

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 2 -- -- 22
Refined zinc 805,000 52,300 84,700 546,000

Exports:
Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 644,000 232,000 141,000 475,000
Refined zinc 19,800 1,220 206 8,450

Price:4

London Metal Exchange cash, average,
dollars per metric ton 2,161.67 2,001.69 1,809.61 2,079.46

Platts Metals Week North American, average,
cents per pound 107.12 98.81 89.91 102.49

eEstimated. pPreliminary. -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except prices; may not add to totals shown.
2Reported zinc content in both zinc and lead concentrates.
3Smelter production plus imports for consumption minus domestic exports.
4Special High Grade Zinc.

2015

TABLE 2
MINE AND SMELTER PRODUCTION OF ZINC 

IN THE UNITED STATES1

(Metric tons)

Period Zinc content Recoverable Smeltere

2014:
August 67,900 65,600 10,500
September 68,700 66,400 10,500
October 65,800 63,500 13,800
November 74,000 71,500 13,800
December 77,800 75,200 15,700
January–December 832,000 803,000 180,000

2015:
January 69,600 67,300 16,300
February 65,800 63,600 14,400
March 74,900 72,400 14,500
April 71,200 68,900 14,000
May 76,900 74,500 15,200
June 72,800 70,400 14,800
July 64,700 62,500 15,100
August 62,700 60,800 14,400

January–August 559,000 540,000 119,000
eEstimated.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes the zinc content in both lead and zinc concentrates.

Mine2
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF ZINC1

(Gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Material (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 2 $4 -- -- 22 $48
Unwrought:

Refined zinc 805,000 1,760,000 84,700 $173,000 546,000 1,210,000
Zinc alloys 7,930 17,800 439 937 5,580 12,400

Wrought:
Bars, rods, profiles, wire 2,600 8,210 279 915 2,040 6,740
Plates, sheets, strip, foil 4,090 15,400 165 590 2,630 10,700

Other:
Dross, ashes, fume (zinc content) 8,590 12,200 322 558 3,970 5,960
Powders, flakes, dust 31,700 103,000 2,320 7,120 19,600 62,400
Waste and scrap 24,900 30,900 1,410 1,470 12,000 14,100

Chemicals:
Oxide 125,000 272,000 9,830 21,900 79,300 177,000
Chloride 149 1,270 11 111 116 789
Sulfate 83,600 60,800 8,670 6,980 57,700 44,600
Compounds, other2 4,180 12,200 351 1,380 2,400 8,340

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes zinc sulfide (HTS 2830.90.1000 and 2830.90.1500), chromates of zinc or of lead (HTS 2841.90.4500), and lithopone 
and other pigments and preparations based on zinc sulfide (HTS 3206.42.000).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. International Trade Commission.

2014 August January–August
2015
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TABLE 4
U.S. IMPORTS OF ZINC, BY TYPE OF MATERIAL AND COUNTRY1

(Metric tons, gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Material and country 2014 August January–August 2014 August January–August
Ore and concentrate (zinc content):

Canada -- -- 19 -- -- 19
Germany -- -- 3 -- -- 3
Mexico 2 -- -- 2 -- --

Total 2 -- 22 2 -- 22
Refined zinc:

Australia 46,000 20,000 45,000 115,000 31,200 80,000
Austria -- -- -- 557 -- --
Belgium -- -- 1,250 14,500 249 16,000
Brazil -- -- -- 6,590 -- 99
Canada 444,000 40,200 313,000 444,000 40,200 313,000
China 56 2 62 658 2 1,670
India -- 25 2,500 -- 25 2,500
Italy 18 -- -- 18 -- --
Korea, Republic of -- -- -- 37,900 -- 14,000
Mexico 103,000 8,140 66,500 104,000 8,140 66,500
Netherlands -- -- -- 1,330 -- 1,290
Peru 46,400 4,250 22,800 46,400 4,250 22,800
Spain -- -- -- 34,100 642 27,800
Taiwan 81 -- 24 81 -- 24
United Kingdom -- -- -- -- -- 49
Other 1 -- (2) 1 -- (2)

Total 639,000 72,600 452,000 805,000 84,700 546,000
Oxide:

Australia 302 7 24 302 7 24
Belgium 821 18 147 818 18 147
Canada 76,400 6,320 49,400 76,400 6,320 49,400
China 390 61 348 390 61 343
Congo (Kinshasa) 1,440 -- -- 1,440 -- --
Germany 2,750 189 1,260 2,750 189 1,260
India 492 -- 176 492 -- 176
Indonesia 185 -- 1 185 -- 1
Israel 24 -- -- 24 -- --
Japan 1,030 61 330 1,030 61 330
Malaysia 234 -- -- 234 -- --
Mexico 34,000 2,490 22,000 34,000 2,490 22,000
Netherlands 4,540 615 4,190 4,540 615 4,190
Peru 2,210 19 1,140 2,210 19 1,140
Sri Lanka  (Ceylon) 60 -- -- 60 -- --
Switzerland (2) -- 21 (2) -- 21
Taiwan 25 -- -- 25 -- --
Trinidad and Tobago 68 -- -- 68 -- --
Turkey 403 20 218 403 20 218
United Kingdom 26 37 163 26 37 163
Other 8 -- -- 8 -- --

Total 125,000 9,830 79,400 125,000 9,830 79,300
-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. International Trade Commission.

General imports Imports for consumption
2015 2015
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TABLE 5
U.S. EXPORTS  OF ZINC1

(Gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Material (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 644,000 $1,120,000 141,000 $214,000 475,000 $700,000
Unwrought:

Refined zinc 19,800 37,300 206 489 8,450 21,800
Zinc alloys 27,100 69,800 1,530 4,060 14,000 37,000

Wrought:
Bars, rods, profiles, wire 10,000 19,300 1,650 2,750 10,100 17,000
Plates, sheets, strip, foil 6,710 24,400 553 2,000 4,720 17,700

Other:
Dross, ashes, fume (zinc content) 27,400 45,700 2,510 3,230 16,800 24,000
Powders, flakes, dust 10,400 32,200 1,030 3,290 7,940 25,600
Waste and scrap 71,400 93,700 5,650 7,310 39,800 50,900

Chemicals:
Oxide 6,160 20,800 2,730 3,600 10,700 19,400
Chloride 681 1,000 14 28 190 308
Sulfate 628 612 33 41 503 518
Compounds, other2 2,210 24,300 188 1,790 1,240 14,300

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes zinc sulfide (Schedule B 2830.90.1000 and 2830.90.1500), chromates of zinc or of lead (Schedule B 2841.90.4500),
 and lithopone and other pigments and preparations based on zinc sulfide (Schedule B 3206.42.0000).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. International Trade Commission.

2015
January–AugustAugust2014

TABLE 6
AVERAGE PRICES FOR SPECIAL HIGH GRADE ZINC

 North
 American1

Period  ¢/lb.  ¢/lb.  $/t
2014:

August 114.65 105.64 2,328.88
September 113.06 104.04 2,293.74
October 112.03 103.07 2,272.37
November 111.24 102.47 2,259.05
December 107.26 98.49 2,171.36
January–December 107.12 98.05 2,161.67

2015:
January 104.37 95.72 2,110.32
February 103.90 95.38 2,102.74
March 100.40 92.02 2,028.60
April 108.35 100.09 2,206.51
May 111.87 103.83 2,289.13
June 102.35 94.67 2,087.05
July 98.81 90.80 2,001.69
August 89.91 82.08 1,809.61

January–August 102.49 94.32 2,079.46
1Platts Metals Week North American price. Based on the London Metal Exchange
cash price plus premium.
2Average of the cash buyer price and the cash seller and settlement price.

Source: Platts Metals Week.

London Metal Exchange
 cash2
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TABLE 7
LONDON METAL EXCHANGE (LME) STOCKS OF SPECIAL HIGH GRADE ZINC, END OF PERIOD

(Metric tons)

Period Detroit, MI New Orleans, LA Other Total Europe Other Total LME
2014:

August 52,350 634,900 200 687,450 28,825 24,300 740,575
September 48,400 651,150 -- 699,550 27,475 23,700 750,725
October 47,250 601,275 -- 648,525 26,500 23,200 698,225
November 38,825 585,750 -- 624,575 25,450 22,975 673,000
December 28,850 616,500 -- 645,350 23,000 22,475 690,825

2015:
January 20,575 564,150 -- 584,725 21,175 22,175 628,075
February 11,925 510,300 -- 522,225 20,150 21,800 564,175
March 6,775 463,525 -- 470,300 18,825 21,500 510,625
April 325 425,250 -- 425,575 18,425 24,425 468,425
May 250 373,725 -- 373,975 18,125 60,475 452,575
June 250 341,550 -- 341,800 63,975 59,850 465,625
July 250 310,025 -- 310,275 63,000 59,525 432,800
August 25 394,175 -- 394,200 62,325 68,400 524,925

-- Zero.

Source: London Metal Exchange, Ltd.

United States
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