
Mineral Industry Surveys

ZINC IN JUNE 2015

 Domestic mine production (recoverable) of zinc in June 
2015 was 70,400 metric tons (t). Average daily mine 
production in June was 2,350 t, slightly less than that in May, 
but 15% more than that in June 2014 (fig. 1). 

Figure 1. Average daily domestic zinc mine production (recoverable) from 
June 2013–June 2015. Source: U.S. Geological Survey. 

 Recoverable mine production of zinc in the first half of 
2015 was 5% more than that in the first half of 2014 owing 
mostly to the reopening of the Pend Oreille zinc mine in 
Washington State in late 2014. Teck Resources Ltd. (Canada) 
reported that Pend Oreille produced 14,400 t of zinc in 
concentrate in the first half of 2015. The mill reached its 
design throughput capacity in June, and, as the mill feed rate 
and ore grade stabilized, the zinc recovery rate was increasing 
towards a target of 90%. Teck expected Pend Oreille to reach 
its full production rate of 44,000 metric tons per year of zinc 
in concentrate by the end of the third quarter of 2015, about 3 
months behind its previous target. Zinc production also 
increased at Teck’s Red Dog Mine and at Nyrstar NV’s 
(Belgium) Nyrstar Tennessee Mines by 7,400 t and 3,800 t, 
respectively, in the first half of 2015 compared with that in the 
first half of 2014. Production increased at Red Dog owing to 
increased mill throughput and recovery rates and at Nyrstar 
Tennessee Mines as a result of an increase in the average mill 
ore grade (Nyrstar NV, 2015; Teck Resources Ltd., 2015, p. 
18, 35). 

 Zinc smelter production in the first half of 2015 was 15% 
less than that in the first half of 2014, but 20% more than that 
in the second half of 2014 owing primarily to the shutdown of 
Horsehead Holding Corp.’s (Pittsburgh, PA) Monaca, PA, 
zinc smelter in April 2014 and the subsequent opening and 
rampup of the company’s Mooresboro, NC, zinc production 
facility. Mooresboro had yet to reach full capacity owing to 
several technical issues (Horsehead Holding Corp., 2015; 
Nyrstar NV, 2015).  
 Global London Metal Exchange Ltd. (LME) stocks of 
Special High Grade (SHG) zinc increased by 13,050 t to 
465,625 t in June 2015 as a decrease in stocks in New Orleans, 
LA, was more than offset by a stock increase in Europe (fig. 
2). During the first 6 months of 2015, zinc stocks in New 
Orleans, LA, warehouses declined by 274,950 t. However, a 
portion of these stocks may have been transferred to non-LME 
bonded warehouses rather than entering domestic 
consumption or export channels. U.S. imports for 
consumption of refined zinc with a minimum of 99.99% purity 
(Harmonized Tariff Schedule code 7901.11.0000) from the 
New Orleans, LA, customs district in the first 6 months of 
2015 were 93,700 t. 

Figure 2. Global LME stocks of SHG zinc, monthend, from June 2013–June 
2015. Source: London Metal Exchange Ltd. 
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For information, contact: 
Amy C. Tolcin, Zinc Commodity Specialist 
National Minerals Information Center 
U.S. Geological Survey 
989 National Center 
Reston, VA 20192 
Telephone: (703) 648-4940, Fax: (703) 648-7757 
Email: atolcin@usgs.gov 

Hodan A. Fatah (Data) 
Telephone: (703) 648-4971 
Fax: (703) 648-7975 
Email: hfatah@usgs.gov 

Internet: http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/



The monthly average Platts Metals Week North American 
SHG zinc price for June 2015 was 102.35 cents per pound, 9% 
less than that in May and slightly less than that in June 2014. 
The monthly average LME cash price for SHG zinc was 
$2,087.05 per metric ton, 9% less than that in the previous 
month and slightly less than that in June 2014. The average 
North American premium to the LME price in June was about 
7.7 cents per pound, 4% less than that in May (fig. 3).  
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Figure 3. Average monthly prices and premium for SHG zinc from June 2013–June 2015.  
North American price is based on the LME cash price plus premium. Source: Platts Metals Week. 
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List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive 
notification of USGS minerals information publications and 
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.  
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TABLE 1
SALIENT ZINC STATISTICS1

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

2014
January– January–

DecemberP May June June
Production:

Mine, zinc content of concentrate2 832,000 r 76,900 r 72,800 431,000
Mine, recoverable zinc2 803,000 r 74,500 r 70,400 417,000
Smelter, refined zince 180,000 15,200 14,800 89,300

Consumption of refined zinc, apparent3 965,000 116,000 92,500 491,000
Imports for consumption:

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 2 -- -- 22
Refined zinc 805,000 103,000 78,900 409,000

Exports:
Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 644,000 19,900 37,800 102,000
Refined zinc 19,800 2,090 1,260 7,020

Price:4

London Metal Exchange cash, average,
dollars per metric ton 2,161.67 2,289.13 2,087.05 2,137.39

Platts Metals Week North American, average,
cents per pound 107.12 111.87 102.35 105.21

eEstimated. pPreliminary. rRevised. -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except prices; may not add to totals shown.
2Reported zinc content in both zinc and lead concentrates.
3Smelter production plus imports for consumption minus domestic exports.
4Special High Grade Zinc.

2015

TABLE 2
MINE AND SMELTER PRODUCTION OF ZINC 

IN THE UNITED STATES1

(Metric tons)

Period Zinc content Recoverable Smeltere

2014:
June 63,300 r 61,200 r 17,100 3

July 66,500 64,200 10,500
August 67,900 65,600 10,500
September 68,700 66,400 10,500
October 65,800 r 63,500 r 13,800
November 74,000 r 71,500 r 13,800
December 77,800 r 75,200 r 15,700
January–December 832,000 r 803,000 r 180,000

2015:
January 69,600 67,300 16,300
February 65,800 63,600 14,400
March 74,900 72,400 14,500
April 71,200 r 68,900 r 14,000
May 76,900 r 74,500 r 15,200
June 72,800 70,400 14,800

January–June 431,000 417,000 89,300
eEstimated. rRevised.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes the zinc content in both lead and zinc concentrates.
3Data are based partially on smelter shipments rather than production.

Mine2
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF ZINC1

(Gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Material (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 2 $4 -- -- 22 $48
Unwrought:

Refined zinc 805,000 1,760,000 78,900 $177,000 409,000 920,000
Zinc alloys 7,930 17,800 527 1,250 4,280 9,650

Wrought:
Bars, rods, profiles, wire 2,600 8,210 351 1,160 1,520 5,030
Plates, sheets, strip, foil 4,090 15,400 439 1,760 2,050 7,940

Other:
Dross, ashes, fume (zinc content) 8,960 13,200 322 589 3,120 4,610
Powders, flakes, dust 31,700 103,000 2,250 7,360 14,600 47,100
Waste and scrap 24,900 30,900 1,320 1,530 8,930 10,800

Chemicals:
Oxide 125,000 272,000 9,670 21,000 60,600 135,000
Chloride 149 1,270 9 89 93 560
Sulfate 83,600 60,800 3,620 2,990 44,300 33,900
Compounds, other2 4,180 12,200 296 1,010 1,570 5,840

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes zinc sulfide (HTS 2830.90.1000 and 2830.90.1500), chromates of zinc or of lead (HTS 2841.90.4500), and lithopone 
and other pigments and preparations based on zinc sulfide (HTS 3206.42.000).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. International Trade Commission.

2014 June January–June
2015
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TABLE 4
U.S. IMPORTS OF ZINC, BY TYPE OF MATERIAL AND COUNTRY1

(Metric tons, gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Material and country 2014 June January–June 2014 June January–June
Ore and concentrate (zinc content):

Canada -- -- 19 -- -- 19
Germany -- -- 3 -- -- 3
Mexico 2 -- -- 2 -- --

Total 2 -- 22 2 -- 22
Refined zinc:

Australia 46,000 -- 25,000 115,000 14,000 48,700
Austria -- -- -- 557 -- --
Belgium -- -- -- 14,500 16 14,400
Brazil -- -- -- 6,590 -- 99
Canada 444,000 42,500 233,000 444,000 42,500 233,000
China 56 -- 60 658 -- 1,650
India -- 2,470 2,470 -- 2,470 2,470
Italy 18 -- -- 18 -- --
Korea, Republic of -- -- -- 37,900 10,400 13,900
Mexico 103,000 6,840 51,500 104,000 6,840 51,500
Netherlands -- -- -- 1,320 56 1,290
Peru 46,400 2,600 14,700 46,400 2,600 14,700
Spain -- -- -- 34,100 -- 27,100
Taiwan 81 2 13 81 2 13
United Kingdom -- -- -- -- -- 49
Other 1 -- (2) 1 -- (2)

Total 639,000 54,400 327,000 805,000 78,900 409,000
Oxide:

Australia 302 -- 4 302 -- 4
Belgium 821 2 125 818 2 125
Canada 76,400 6,090 37,600 76,400 6,090 37,600
China 390 79 278 390 79 273
Congo (Kinshasa) 1,440 -- -- 1,440 -- --
Germany 2,750 193 804 2,750 193 804
India 492 -- 176 492 -- 176
Indonesia 185 -- 1 185 -- 1
Israel 24 -- -- 24 -- --
Japan 1,030 19 237 1,030 19 237
Malaysia 234 -- -- 234 -- --
Mexico 34,000 2,630 16,900 34,000 2,630 16,900
Netherlands 4,540 569 3,250 4,540 569 3,250
Peru 2,210 36 971 2,210 36 971
Sri Lanka  (Ceylon) 60 -- -- 60 -- --
Switzerland (2) 11 21 (2) 11 21
Taiwan 25 -- -- 25 -- --
Trinidad and Tobago 68 -- -- 68 -- --
Turkey 403 42 158 403 42 158
United Kingdom 26 1 124 26 1 124
Other 8 -- -- 8 -- --

Total 125,000 9,680 60,600 125,000 9,680 60,600
-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. International Trade Commission.

General imports Imports for consumption
2015 2015
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TABLE 5
U.S. EXPORTS  OF ZINC1

(Gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Material (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 644,000 $1,120,000 37,800 $52,500 102,000 $142,000
Unwrought:

Refined zinc 19,800 37,300 1,260 3,110 7,020 18,500
Zinc alloys 27,100 69,800 1,260 3,470 11,200 29,500

Wrought:
Bars, rods, profiles, wire 10,000 19,300 1,810 2,700 5,970 10,500
Plates, sheets, strip, foil 6,710 24,400 518 2,210 3,630 13,700

Other:
Dross, ashes, fume (zinc content) 27,400 45,700 2,240 3,200 11,900 17,400
Powders, flakes, dust 10,400 32,200 1,280 4,280 5,770 18,800
Waste and scrap 71,400 93,700 3,940 5,360 30,200 38,900

Chemicals:
Oxide 6,160 20,800 472 1,760 3,950 11,500
Chloride 681 1,000 13 16 148 239
Sulfate 628 612 34 78 222 300
Compounds, other2 2,210 24,300 110 1,850 909 10,500

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes zinc sulfide (Schedule B 2830.90.1000 and 2830.90.1500), chromates of zinc or of lead (Schedule B 2841.90.4500),
 and lithopone and other pigments and preparations based on zinc sulfide (Schedule B 3206.42.0000).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. International Trade Commission.

2015
January–JuneJune2014

TABLE 6
AVERAGE PRICES FOR SPECIAL HIGH GRADE ZINC

 North
 American1

Period  ¢/lb.  ¢/lb.  $/t
2014:

June 105.47 96.45 2,126.46
July 113.83 104.81 2,310.69
August 114.65 105.64 2,328.88
September 113.06 104.04 2,293.74
October 112.03 103.07 2,272.37
November 111.24 102.47 2,259.05
December 107.26 98.49 2,171.36
January–December 107.12 98.05 2,161.67

2015:
January 104.37 95.72 2,110.32
February 103.90 95.38 2,102.74
March 100.40 92.02 2,028.60
April 108.35 100.09 2,206.51
May 111.87 103.83 2,289.13
June 102.35 94.67 2,087.05

January–June 105.21 96.95 2,137.39
1Platts Metals Week North American price. Based on the London Metal Exchange
cash price plus premium.
2Average of the cash buyer price and the cash seller and settlement price.

Source: Platts Metals Week.

London Metal Exchange
 cash2

6



TABLE 7
LONDON METAL EXCHANGE (LME) STOCKS OF SPECIAL HIGH GRADE ZINC, END OF PERIOD

(Metric tons)

Period Detroit, MI New Orleans, LA Other Total Europe Other Total LME
2014:

June 64,100 537,625 750 602,475 40,600 24,875 667,950
July 59,225 539,400 450 599,075 31,550 24,650 655,275
August 52,350 634,900 200 687,450 28,825 24,300 740,575
September 48,400 651,150 -- 699,550 27,475 23,700 750,725
October 47,250 601,275 -- 648,525 26,500 23,200 698,225
November 38,825 585,750 -- 624,575 25,450 22,975 673,000
December 28,850 616,500 -- 645,350 23,000 22,475 690,825

2015:
January 20,575 564,150 -- 584,725 21,175 22,175 628,075
February 11,925 510,300 -- 522,225 20,150 21,800 564,175
March 6,775 463,525 -- 470,300 18,825 21,500 510,625
April 325 425,250 -- 425,575 18,425 24,425 468,425
May 250 373,725 -- 373,975 18,125 60,475 452,575
June 250 341,550 -- 341,800 63,975 59,850 465,625

-- Zero.

Source: London Metal Exchange, Ltd.

United States
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