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SILVER IN DECEMBER 2014 
 

   
 U.S. mines produced 99,900 kilograms (kg) of silver in 
December 2014, a 4% increase compared with November 2014 
silver production of 96,200 kg and a 13% increase compared 
with that of December 2013. Based on unrounded data, the 
average daily silver production in December 2014 was 3,220 kg, 
compared with 3,210 kg in November 2014 and 3,190 kg for 
full year 2014. The 2014 preliminary domestic annual silver 
production was 1,160,000 kg, 11% more than in 2013 (table 2).  
 
Trade 
 Total imports of silver increased by 14% compared with those 
of November 2014. In 2014, total imports of silver were 
4,960,000 kg, a slight decrease from those of 2013. 
 Total exports of silver, which fluctuate significantly from 
month to month, increased by 209% compared with exports in 

November 2014. In 2014, total exports of silver were 383,000, 
6% less than those of 2013 (table 5). 
 
Prices   
 The average daily Handy & Harman silver price for 
December was $16.29 per troy ounce, which was slightly more 
than that of November 2014 and 17% less than that of 
December 2013 (table 2). In 2014, the annual average price was 
$19.35 per troy ounce, a 19% decrease compared with the 2013 
annual average price.  
 

 

List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive 
notification of USGS minerals information publications and 
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.  
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TABLE 1
MINE PRODUCTION OF RECOVERABLE SILVER 

 IN THE UNITED STATES, BY STATE1

(Kilograms)

Other
Nevada States2 Total

2013:p

December 24,200 64,100 88,300
January–December 255,000 791,000 1,050,000

2014:
January 25,000 70,500 95,500
February 23,900 62,300 86,200
March 26,500 68,900 95,500 r

April 25,000 69,300 94,300
May 29,300 72,900 102,000
June 28,300 r 62,600 90,900
July 29,300 76,500 r 106,000 r

August 29,400 71,700 101,000
September 28,600 74,400 103,000
Octoberr 26,900 66,700 93,500
November 26,700 69,500 r 96,200 r

December 27,500 72,300 99,900
January–December 326,000 838,000 1,160,000

pPreliminary. rRevised.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico,
South Dakota, and Utah.
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Price Date
Engelhard:

2013:
Low/date  18.80 July 5
High/date 32.32 Jan. 23
Average 23.87 XX

2014: 
October

Low/date  15.93 Oct. 31
High/date 17.61 Oct. 21
Average 17.20 XX

November
Low/date  15.35 Nov. 6
High/date 16.63 Nov. 25
Average 15.96 XX

December
Low/date  15.75 Dec. 23
High/date 17.06 Dec. 12
Average 16.34 XX

Year to date
Low/date  15.35 Nov. 6
High/date 21.45 July 10
Average 19.37 XX

Handy and Harman:
2013, Average 23.80 XX
2014:

October 17.16 XX
November 15.97 XX
December 16.29 XX
Year to date 19.35 XX

London Final:1

2013, Average 23.79 XX
2014:

October 17.19 XX
November 15.97 XX
December 16.24 XX
Year to date 19.35 XX

1Reported as "London Spot/US Equiv."

Source: Platts Metals Week.

TABLE 2
 SILVER PRICES

(Dollars per troy ounce)
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Silver Silver Silver Silver Silver
content Value content Value content Value content Value content Value

Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)
2013 3,834,766 $3,016,778 1,186,504 $1,386,220 56,450 $22,644 134 $30 5,077,853 $4,425,672
2014:

October 353,103 200,980 83,017 66,021 -- -- -- -- 436,120 267,001
November 324,576 170,763 71,203 51,201 -- -- -- -- 395,778 221,964
December:

Argentina 4,479 3,897 5,750 6,941 -- -- -- -- 10,229 10,838
Bolivia 7,152 3,754 -- -- -- -- -- -- 7,152 3,754
Canada 75,107 38,984 -- -- -- -- -- -- 75,107 38,984
Guatemala -- -- 6,602 8,386 -- -- -- -- 6,602 8,386
Korea, Republic of 18,189 9,153 -- -- -- -- -- -- 18,189 9,153
Mexico 175,197 91,995 60,268 45,597 -- -- -- -- 235,466 137,592
Peru 9,213 4,812 14,787 8,231 -- -- -- -- 24,000 13,043
Poland 38,510 19,728 -- -- -- -- -- -- 38,510 19,728
United Kingdom 35,969 18,734 96 89 -- -- -- -- 36,065 18,823
Other 64 36 518 277 -- -- -- -- 581 313

Total 363,880 191,093 88,021 69,521 -- -- -- -- 451,901 260,614
January–December 3,895,971 2,417,638 1,066,059 958,202 -- -- 59 12 4,962,089 3,375,852

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Ash and residues Total

2Includes silver content of base metal ores and concentrates.

Doré

TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS OF SILVER, BY COUNTRY1

-- Zero.

Bullion Ores and concentrates2
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Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)

2013 194,155 $158,764 741,984 $385,197 1,859 $538 1,304,029 $986,233 8,788,578 $441,564
2014:

October 3,522 403 36,879 5,990 492 35 47,646 27,977 523,305 25,810
November 10,615 4,823 25,861 7,401 175 21 21,804 11,212 559,248 r 30,186
December:

Belgium -- -- -- -- 72 3 -- -- 45,144 87
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 127,107 603
Canada 47,421 20,217 4,413 372 -- -- 15,076 7,917 167,201 5,268
China 27 20 2,231 93 -- -- -- -- 44,691 5,701
Colombia -- -- -- -- -- -- 601 303 1,020 137
Costa Rica 5 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- 24,874 203
Dominican Republic -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 2,355 420
El Salvador -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 15,311 111
France -- -- 1,285 162 -- -- -- -- 101 41
Germany 6 6 20 17 -- -- -- -- 1,617 2,729
Honduras -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 4,763 40
Hungary -- -- 3,675 208 -- -- -- -- -- --
Japan -- -- 53,916 8,310 -- -- 1,200 714 -- --
Mexico 24,967 13,194 -- -- -- -- 11,150 4,970 75,312 934
Netherlands 1,183 191 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
New Zealand -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 3,852 118
Peru -- -- -- -- -- -- 2,208 1,156 -- --
Romania -- -- 4,200 184 -- -- -- -- -- --
Singapore -- -- 2,000 1,329 -- -- -- -- 1,126 2,886
United Kingdom -- -- -- -- 200 91 75 48 2,174 685
Other 135 74 559 42 -- -- 113 47 282 295

Total 73,744 33,705 72,299 10,717 272 93 30,423 15,155 516,930 20,258
January–December 245,871 124,653 798,982 323,372 2,333 544 894,693 509,413 6,305,186 278,841

Silver nitrate
(gross weight)

Semi manufactured forms2

(gross weight)
Waste and scrap
(gross weight)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

TABLE 4
U.S. IMPORTS OF SILVER, BY COUNTRY1

rRevised.  -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Other unwrought silver
(gross weight)

Metal powder
(gross weight)

2Containing 99.5% or more by weight of silver.  
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Silver Silver Silver Silver
content Value content Value content Value content Value

Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)
2013 347,354 $257,579 48,003 $39,421 13,846 $31,283 409,203 $328,283
2014:

October 55,936 32,918 3,820 2,264 1,289 1,059 61,045 36,242
November 21,712 13,370 2,031 1,232 244 1,130 23,987 15,733
December:

Australia 1,966 736 -- -- -- -- 1,966 736
Canada 59,747 40,507 -- -- -- -- 59,747 40,507
China 100 51 -- -- 158 928 258 979
Germany 1 19 45 29 197 830 242 878
India 135 73 111 79 -- -- 246 152
Italy 655 200 -- -- -- -- 655 200
Malaysia 331 203 -- -- -- -- 331 203
Mexico 6,215 5,718 1,986 1,074 -- -- 8,201 6,791
New Zealand 22 11 267 150 -- -- 289 161
Norway 113 38 777 466 -- -- 891 503
Singapore 313 293 81 47 -- -- 394 340
Switzerland 34 29 470 224 -- -- 503 253
United Kingdom 63 39 91 52 -- -- 154 91
Other 113 76 93 46 -- -- 206 124

Total 69,808 47,993 3,921 2,167 354 1,758 74,083 51,918
January–December 345,489 253,083 31,390 19,456 5,737 17,898 382,616 290,437

TABLE 5
U.S. EXPORTS OF SILVER1

Bullion Doré Ores and concentrates2

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
-- Zero.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2Includes silver content of base metal ores and concentrates.

Total
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Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)

2013 120,022 $116,373 662,709 $550,548 39,764 $4,375 740,924 $534,905 19,281,117 $1,574,784
2014:

October 6,021 7,087 48,245 33,545 5,087 315 23,253 13,205 1,096,052 132,409
November 7,661 9,100 44,626 28,467 1,325 177 17,344 9,477 1,328,911 152,695
December:

Belgium -- -- 170 114 -- -- -- -- 191,908 5,384
Brazil -- -- 398 398 277 18 21 11 215 5,265
Canada 1,330 1,148 627 602 746 153 3,764 2,304 144,630 42,946
China 312 186 5,132 2,886 -- -- 1,681 776 3,260 2,806
France 53 60 3,643 2,061 -- -- 211 151 -- --
Germany -- -- 300 175 -- -- 95 53 240,527 14,115
Hong Kong 254 245 5,598 3,280 -- -- 482 302 538 477
India 2,005 544 52 33 -- -- 291 182 48 48
Ireland -- -- -- -- 58 5 901 426 -- --
Israel (3) 6 -- -- 6 3 153 102 1 23
Italy -- -- 104 61 -- -- 101 51 131,884 35,795
Japan -- -- 3,365 2,025 -- -- 12 10 247,168 20,580
Korea, Republic of 297 2,464 5,146 3,769 20 4 141 75 8 411
Luxembourg -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 96 2,644
Malaysia 59 33 123 96 -- -- 197 146 -- --
Mexico 418 402 833 580 -- -- 5,040 2,673 13,461 3,860
Netherlands -- -- 331 193 -- -- -- -- -- --
Norway -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 11,245 711
Philippines -- -- -- -- -- -- 165 108 -- --
Saudi Arabia -- -- -- -- -- -- 312 156 -- --
Singapore -- -- 12,690 7,408 50 15 2,219 1,228 119 8
Spain -- -- -- -- -- -- 931 466 -- --
Sweden -- -- -- -- -- -- 395 188 173,922 6,852
Taiwan 19 11 10,556 6,254 -- -- 15 13 -- --
Thailand 297 129 19 11 -- -- 243 115 -- --
United Kingdom 6 16 1,222 881 -- -- 90 55 27,295 3,862
Other 391 274 60 39 4 6 983 543 82 821

Total 5,441 5,518 50,369 30,866 1,161 204 18,443 10,134 1,186,407 146,608
January–December 101,645 99,863 731,204 510,820 32,955 3,770 488,523 333,767 15,676,965 1,573,300

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2Containing 99.5% or more by weight of silver.  

Semi manufactured forms2

(gross weight)
Waste and scrap

(gross weight) (gross weight)

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

3Less than ½ unit.

TABLE 6
U.S. EXPORTS OF SILVER1

Other unwrought silver
(gross weight)

Metal powder
(gross weight)

Silver nitrate
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