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SILVER IN NOVEMBER 2009 
 

U.S. mines produced 102,000 kilograms (kg) of silver in 
November 2009, a slight decrease compared with revised 
October 2009 production of 103,000 kg of silver and a slight 
increase compared with that of November 2008, according to 
the U.S. Geological Survey. The daily production rate in 
November was 3,410 kg of silver. 
 The average Englehard Industries’ silver price for November 
2009 was $17.87 per troy ounce, a 3% increase compared with 
that of October 2009 and 80% higher than that of November 
2008. The year-to-date price peaked at $18.87 per troy ounce on 
November 23. 
 Hecla Mining Co. (Coeur d’Alene, ID) announced third 
quarter 2009 silver production of 84 metric tons (t) at a cash 
cost of $0.85 per troy ounce of silver. For the first 9 months of 
2009, Hecla produced 267 t of silver at a cash cost of $3.00 per 
troy ounce of silver. Record throughput tonnage of 88,300 t of 

ore was recorded at Hecla’s Lucky Friday Mine for the third 
quarter of 2009 (Hecla Mining Co., 2009). 
 Revett Minerals Inc. (Spokane Valley, WA) produced 27 t of 
silver during the first 9 months of 2009 compared with 25 t 
produced during the same period in 2008. However, mill 
throughput for the third quarter 2009 was less than mill 
throughput for the same period in 2008 owing to an 8-day 
shutdown caused by electrical problems in July (Revett 
Minerals Inc., 2009). 
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Kilograms
2008:p

November 100,000
December 109,000
January-December 1,230,000

2009:
January 103,000
February 92,700
March 106,000
April 104,000
May 106,000
June 105,000
July 97,300 r

August 106,000  

September 100,000 r

October 103,000 r

November 102,000  

January-November 1,130,000  

pPreliminary. rRevised.

TABLE 1
MINE PRODUCTION OF RECOVERABLE SILVER IN

THE UNITED STATES 1

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; 
may not add to totals shown.
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Engelhard Industries:
2008:

Low/date  8.95 Nov. 20
High/date 20.80 Mar. 13
Average 14.87

2009:
September:

Low/date  14.98/2
High/date 17.44/17
Average 16.48

October
Low/date  16.30/5
High/date 17.89/12
Average 17.28

November
Low/date  16.61/3
High/date 18.87/23
Average 17.87

Year to date:
Low/date  10.38 Jan. 15
High/date 18.87 Nov. 23
Average 14.42

Handy and Harman:
2008, Average 14.81
2009:

September 16.35
October 17.26
November 17.88
Year to date 14.40

London Final:1

2008, Average 13.39
2009:

September 16.39
October 17.24
November 17.82
Year to date 14.37

Source: Platts Metals Week.

TABLE 2
 SILVER PRICES

(Dollars per troy ounce)

1Reported as "London Spot/US Equiv."
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Silver Silver Silver Silver Silver
content Value content Value content Value content Value content Value

Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)
2008 3,860,000 $1,850,000 574,000 $717,000 32 $31 4,850 $1,290 4,440,000 $2,570,000
2009:

August 252,000 115,000 47,300 27,600 -- -- -- -- 299,000 143,000
September 257,000 131,000 28,200 19,600 -- -- 11 2 285,000 151,000
October:

Argentina -- -- 4,350 4,750 -- -- -- -- 4,350 4,750
Bolivia -- -- 4,390 2,360 -- -- -- -- 4,390 2,360
Canada 98,600 52,800 -- -- -- -- -- -- 98,600 52,800
Chile 11,000 5,470 65 85 -- -- -- -- 11,100 5,550
Colombia 581 290 14 8 -- -- -- -- 596 298
Italy -- -- 83 28 -- -- -- -- 83 28
Mexico 170,000 93,600 26,300 17,000 -- -- -- -- 197,000 111,000
Panama -- -- 66 32 -- -- -- -- 66 32
Peru -- -- 6,110 6,310 -- -- -- -- 6,110 6,310
United Kingdom 523 106 -- -- -- -- -- -- 523 106

Total 281,000 152,000 41,400 30,500 -- -- -- -- 322,000 183,000
Year to date 2,320,000 1,030,000 568,000 372,000 87 9 469 135 2,880,000 1,410,000

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes silver content of base metal ores and concentrates.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS OF SILVER, BY COUNTRY 1

-- Zero.

TotalBullion Doré Ores and concentrates2 Ash and residues
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Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)

2008 245,000 $88,000 61,000 $8,870 10,700 $4,280 418,000 $134,000 5,190,000 $681,000
2009:

August 23,800 10,900 16,500 2,250 51 13 59,400 23,000 389,000 24,700
September 12,000 5,300 36,400 5,610 310 90 9,370 419 435,000 38,300
October:

Australia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 72 2,920
Belgium -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 164 51
Bolivia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 220 148
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- 1,380 324 -- --
Canada 2,420 347 1,950 93 16 2 18,900 8,170 129,000 22,900
China -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 83,800 667
Colombia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 14,600 198
Costa Rica -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 321 194
Dominican Republic -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 985 1,300
France -- -- 73 16 -- -- -- -- -- --
Germany -- -- 185 28 -- -- 1,670 845 185,000 10,700
Japan -- -- 30,100 5,110 -- -- -- -- 48 285
Malaysia -- -- 160 6 -- -- -- -- 15,700 499
Mexico 5,150 2,870 5,120 114 -- -- 35,100 15,500 70,700 1,290
Philippines -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 7,080 314
Singapore -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 8,270 271
Taiwan -- -- -- -- -- -- 4 5 44 1,440
United Arab Emirates -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 135 10
United Kingdom -- -- 410 33 10 4 414 87 55,200 837
Other 1 12 9 4 -- -- 29 18 62 1,350

Total 7,570 3,220 38,000 5,410 26 6 57,600 25,000 572,000 45,300
Year to date 110,000 43,400 116,000 15,600 832 237 366,000 121,000 3,660,000 282,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Containing 99.5% or more by weight of silver.  

Semimanufactured forms2

TABLE 4
U.S. IMPORTS OF SILVER, BY COUNTRY 1

Waste and scrapMetal powder Silver nitrateOther unwrought silver
(gross weight)(gross weight)(gross weight) (gross weight)(gross weight)
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Silver Silver Silver Silver
content Value content Value content Value content Value

Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)
2008 413,000 $203,000 94,800 $36,200 130,000 $50,300 638,000 $289,000
2009:

August 9,690 5,140 22,300 10,300 8,120 3,080 40,100 18,600
September 1,800 932 24,500 17,800 11,000 4,570 37,300 23,300
October:

Australia 38,000 21,100 -- -- 32 18 38,000 21,100
Canada 577 302 -- -- -- -- 577 302
Dominican Republic -- -- -- -- 14 9 14 9
Germany -- -- -- -- 6,340 3,400 6,340 3,400
Hong Kong 13 4 -- -- -- -- 13 4
Korea, Republic of -- -- -- -- 3,170 1,650 3,170 1,650
Malaysia 36 20 -- -- -- -- 36 20
Mexico 10,700 5,900 -- -- 675 647 11,400 6,550
New Zealand 241 101 -- -- -- -- 241 101
Norway -- -- 29 12 -- -- 29 12
Panama -- -- 549 225 -- -- 549 225
Peru -- -- 40 16 -- -- 40 16
Singapore 169 92 951 378 -- -- 1,120 470
Spain -- -- 168 69 -- -- 168 69
Switzerland -- -- 2,760 1,150 -- -- 2,760 1,150
United Kingdom 13 7 1,190 490 -- -- 1,200 497

Total 49,800 27,500 5,690 2,340 10,200 5,720 65,700 35,600
Year to date 94,700 51,600 105,000 59,700 100,000 42,800 300,000 154,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
-- Zero.

2Includes silver content of base metal ores and concentrates.

TotalBullion

TABLE 5
U.S. EXPORTS OF SILVER1

Doré Ores and concentrates2
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Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)

2008 47,700 $15,700 890,000 $473,000 34,900 $3,260 720,000 $199,000 2,570,000 $4,290,000
2009:

August 5,560 2,110 67,300 35,700 1,440 161 33,600 16,200 204,000 317,000
September 5,850 1,890 83,100 45,500 1,360 215 36,500 19,300 203,000 416,000
October:

Argentina -- -- -- -- -- -- 48 24 -- --
Australia -- -- -- -- -- -- 69 33 -- --
Belgium -- -- 988 566 24 3 -- -- 67,400 10,900
Bolivia 188 48 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Brazil 363 174 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Canada 4,210 2,140 3,750 898 658 56 47,300 26,200 11,400 21,200
China -- -- 28,800 14,000 40 21 137 80 1,800 4,580
Costa Rica -- -- -- -- 189 8 -- -- -- --
Czech Republic -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 9 4
Denmark -- -- -- -- -- -- 42 21 -- --
Dominican Republic 156 77 -- -- -- -- 202 102 -- --
Ecuador -- -- -- -- -- -- 5 3 -- --
France -- -- 1,550 853 -- -- 401 208 -- --
Germany 49 26 4,670 2,650 -- -- 2,450 1,210 85,700 13,700
Guatemala 255 143 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Honduras 9 6 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Hong Kong 679 406 429 263 -- -- 1,210 599 108 542
India 2,310 543 -- -- 152 16 356 180 73 365
Indonesia 55 30 -- -- -- -- 33 20 -- --
Israel 4 5 -- -- -- -- 48 24 -- --
Italy -- -- -- -- -- -- 137 68 48,600 22,800
Japan -- -- 11,500 7,020 -- -- 258 126 607 4,990
Jordan 93 31 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Korea, Republic of -- -- 9,620 5,090 -- -- 5 3 146 732
Malaysia -- -- -- -- -- -- 109 58 -- --
Mexico 18 4 376 170 23 11 3,930 2,030 47 235
Netherlands -- -- 2,910 1,660 -- -- -- -- -- --
Netherlands Antilles 5 3 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
New Zealand -- -- -- -- 120 13 -- -- -- --
Pakistan -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 460 232
Panama -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 6 212
Philippines -- -- -- -- -- -- 87 46 -- --
Singapore 7 4 -- -- -- -- 494 247 -- --
South Africa, Republic of -- -- -- -- 24 5 -- -- -- --
Sweden -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 940 1,070
Switzerland -- -- 24 11 -- -- 24 12 12,600 395,000

See footnotes at end of table.

(gross weight)
Metal powder Silver nitrate

(gross weight) (gross weight)(gross weight) (gross weight)

TABLE 6
U.S. EXPORTS OF SILVER1

Other unwrought silver Semimanufactured forms2 Waste and scrap
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Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Period and country (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands) (kilograms) (thousands)

2009, October--Continued:
Taiwan -- -- 19,800 $10,800 -- -- 168 $81 73 $364
Thailand 340 $71 905 505 -- -- 36 25 2 19
Turkey -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 4 19
United Arab Emirates 1,060 579 -- -- -- -- 10 5 -- --
United Kingdom -- -- 11,000 5,870 -- -- 330 179 5,770 19,300
Vietnam 78 42 -- -- -- -- -- -- 50 249

Total 9,880 4,330 96,300 50,300 1,230 $133 57,900 31,600 236,000 497,000
Year to date 46,200 16,200 652,000 329,000 20,400 2,050 470,000 222,000 2,070,000 3,300,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

(gross weight)

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Containing 99.5% or more by weight of silver.  

(gross weight) (gross weight) (gross weight) (gross weight)

TABLE 6--Continued
U.S. EXPORTS OF SILVER1

Other unwrought silver Metal powder Silver nitrate Semimanufactured forms2 Waste and scrap
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