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PLATINUM-GROUP METALS IN JUNE 2015 

The Engelhard average June prices for platinum, palladium, 
and rhodium decreased by 5%, 7%, and 11%, respectively, and 
the average monthly ruthenium and iridium prices decreased 
slightly compared with average May prices. In June, the daily 
prices for platinum, palladium, rhodium, and ruthenium fell to 
their lowest year-to-date level, with that for platinum decreasing
to its lowest level in 6 years. The platinum daily prices were 
below those of gold for the fourth consecutive month, and the 
average monthly rhodium price was below that for platinum for 
the third consecutive month. The lower prices of platinum, 
palladium, and rhodium were in response to reduced demand fo
use in automobile catalytic converters owing to lower 
automobile sales in Europe and China (Jonson, 2015). 

Zimplats Holdings Ltd. (Harare, Zimbabwe), a subsidiary of 
Impala Platinum Holdings Ltd. (Johannesburg, South Africa), 
announced plans to rehabilitate its platinum-group-metals
Bimha Mine in Zimbabwe that shut down in August 2014 
following a shaft collapse. The mine was expected to reopen in 
April 2018 at a cost of $142 million. Lost production owing to 
the mine closure had been estimated to be 2,180 kilograms of 
platinum. Zimplats also planned to refurbish the base-metals 

 

r 

refinery at its Selous Metallurgical Complex in Zimbabwe, with 
commissioning expected in July 2016 at a cost of about $131 
million (Marawanyika and Latham, 2015; Zimplats Holdings 
Ltd., 2014). 
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TABLE 1
PLATINUM-GROUP METALS PRICES1

(Dollars per troy ounce)

Platinum Palladium Rhodium Iridium Ruthenium
2014:

Low/date  1,183.00 Nov. 14 707.00 Feb. 4 1,000.00 Jan. 2 400.00 Jan.2 57.00 Jan.–Feb.2

High/date 1,517.00 July 10 905.00 Aug.2 1,475.00 Aug.2 630.00 Aug.–Sep.2 72.00 Apr.–July2

Average 1,387.89 809.89 1,174.23 556.19 65.13
2015:

May:
Low/date  1,118.00/28 and 29 772.00/22 1,075.002 575.002 50.002

High/date 1,177.00/18 801.00/8 1,140.00/1 575.002 50.002

Average 1,143.25 787.00 1,100.50 575.00 50.00
June:

Low/date  1,064.00/23 676.00/29 850.00/29 and 30 565.002 45.00/30
High/date 1,120.00/10 776.00/1 and 2 1,050.002 575.002 50.002

Average 1,091.77 729.77 977.50 573.64 49.68
January–June:

Low/date  1,064.00 June 23 676.00 June 29 850.00 June 29 and 30 525.00 Jan. 2 and 5 45.00 June 30
High/date 1,289.00 Jan. 21 834.00 Mar. 3 1,245.00 Jan. 2 and 5 575.00 Jan.–June2 58.00 Jan.2

Average 1,162.92 776.07 1,128.49 569.93 53.09
1Quotes from Engelhard.
2Occurred multiple days in month(s) listed.

Source: Platts Metals Week.
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TABLE 2
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF PLATINUM METAL, BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms metal content, unless otherwise specified)

Value Value Value Value Value Value
Period and country Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands)

2014 685 $31,100 34,400 $1,500,000 6,230 $282,000 4,290 $166,000 95,600 $1,090,000 208 $8,990
2015:

March 18 604 3,030 115,000 448 17,400 902 31,200 6,820 61,000 36 1,580
April 16 616 3,390 125,000 583 20,500 304 10,500 5,810 90,800 137 6,160
May:

Australia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 22 428 (2) 27
Belgium -- -- 48 1,800 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 31 857 -- --
Canada (2) 11 -- -- (2) 12 9 338 103 3,140 (2) 42
China -- -- -- -- 70 2,880 -- -- -- -- -- --
Colombia -- -- -- -- 97 2,970 -- -- 2 23 -- --
Czech Republic -- -- -- -- -- -- 9 446 -- -- -- --
France -- -- -- -- (2) 4 9 264 544 9,460 -- --
Germany -- -- 1 13 45 1,800 112 3,000 256 12,200 6 81
Italy -- -- 230 8,610 -- -- (2) 9 53 1,710 -- --
Japan -- -- 85 3,110 -- -- 3 142 84 2,930 -- --
Korea, Republic of -- -- 250 9,680 -- -- -- -- 83 2,480 -- --
Mexico -- -- -- -- 3 111 -- -- 67 2,190 -- --
New Zealand -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 26 851 -- --
Norway -- -- 148 5,480 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Russia -- -- -- -- -- -- 172 6,190 -- -- (2) 5
Saudi Arabia -- -- 36 1,480 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Singapore -- -- -- -- 23 955 7 365 859 30,600 -- --
South Africa -- -- 1,470 53,100 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Switzerland -- -- -- -- (2) 4 94 3,540 -- -- -- --
Taiwan -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 5,880 1,630 -- --
Thailand -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 43 1,020 -- --
United Kingdom -- -- 39 1,430 -- -- 3 147 39 1,280 1 19
Venezuela -- -- -- -- -- -- (2) 10 7 241 -- --
Other -- -- -- -- (2) 8 (2) 11 192 1,000 -- --

Total (2) 11 2,300 84,700 238 8,750 419 14,500 8,290 72,100 8 173
January–May 155 5,960 13,700 518,000 2,020 75,800 2,470 87,800 29,200 375,000 333 14,900

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

Platinum coins
Platinum

waste and scrap
Platinum

grain and nuggets Platinum sponge
Other

unwrought platinum Platinum, other
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF PLATINUM-GROUP METALS, BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms metal content, unless otherwise specified)

Value Value Value Value Value Value
Period and country Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands)

2014 79,300 $2,020,000 13,100 $350,000 1,990 $33,900 322 $1,670 11,100 $24,600 11,100 $408,000
2015:

March 6,340 153,000 925 24,700 36 645 -- -- 844 1,440 638 23,600
April 4,390 108,000 1,760 47,000 61 1,010 -- -- 704 1,140 905 34,100
May:

Austria -- -- 90 2,340 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Belgium 541 1,020 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 34 1,240
Canada -- -- 344 10,300 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
China -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 17 726
France (3) 10 1 30 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Germany 34 841 2 15 -- -- -- -- 40 59 43 1,650
Italy 2,540 64,900 17 174 -- -- -- -- -- -- 4 156
Japan 3 70 -- -- 2 22 -- -- -- -- 31 1,120
Korea, Republic of 463 11,700 (3) 6 -- -- -- -- -- -- 85 3,060
Norway 156 3,870 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Russia 158 4,000 435 11,100 -- -- -- -- -- -- 84 3,000
South Africa 2,940 73,200 -- -- 12 225 -- -- 230 375 507 18,100
Switzerland 200 5,060 7 211 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
United Kingdom 291 7,650 (3) 16 9 165 -- -- -- -- 3 140
Other -- -- 4 31 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Total 7,330 172,000 899 24,200 23 413 -- -- 270 434 808 29,200
January–May 31,600 781,000 4,660 124,000 301 5,220 -- -- 3,590 6,280 4,550 169,000

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Unwrought and other forms.
3Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

Ruthenium2 Rhodium2Osmium2Unwrought palladium Palladium, other Iridium2
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TABLE 4
U.S. EXPORTS OF PLATINUM-GROUP METALS, BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms metal content, unless otherwise specified)

Value Value Value Value Value
Period and country Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands)

2014 14,800 $596,000 254,000 $1,060,000 22,500 $460,000 901 $13,200 428 $17,000
2015:

March 1,720 63,600 19,700 68,700 2,250 42,400 61 1,070 102 4,880
April 1,100 37,100 22,500 71,100 2,870 64,800 119 2,020 21 893
May:

Australia 7 221 -- -- 7 145 2 59 -- --
Canada 9 340 8 228 343 7,950 1 6 (4) 7
China 8 180 1 41 166 7,270 4 90 21 797
Costa Rica 2 56 -- -- 6 188 -- -- -- --
Czech Republic (4) 7 -- -- 2 17 -- -- -- --
France 1 30 -- -- 21 265 3 16 -- --
Germany 166 6,310 1,720 3,760 93 1,000 9 207 -- --
Hong Kong 4 113 -- -- 40 801 45 1,160 -- --
India 26 944 78 2,820 5 130 -- -- 6 217
Ireland 13 363 -- -- 20 161 -- -- -- --
Israel (4) 19 -- -- 93 629 -- -- -- --
Italy 3 73 3 83 7 170 -- -- -- --
Japan 3 125 14,500 10,900 50 413 -- -- -- --
Korea, Republic of 1 85 -- -- 10 126 2 32 -- --
Laos 6 221 -- -- 1 3 -- -- -- --
Luxembourg 49 1,660 -- -- 115 2,920 -- -- -- --
Malaysia 5 67 -- -- 1 5 (4) 3 -- --
Mexico 26 594 -- -- 33 313 -- -- -- --
Netherlands 2 98 -- -- 2 9 -- -- -- --
New Zealand (4) 3 -- -- 2 46 3 13 -- --
Singapore (4) 7 -- -- 1 25 -- -- -- --
Switzerland 2 42 401 8,910 43 408 -- -- -- --
Taiwan 2 108 -- -- 93 1,950 (4) 3 -- --
Thailand (4) 30 -- -- 4 88 -- -- -- --
United Kingdom 12 310 2,420 63,300 174 3,340 1 12 -- --
Vietnam 5 181 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Other 3 117 -- -- 16 303 3 9 -- --

Total 356 12,300 19,200 90,000 1,350 28,700 71 1,610 27 1,020
January–May 4,710 169,000 116,000 397,000 11,100 235,000 380 6,950 230 10,700

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Unwrought and other forms.
3Gross weight.
4Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Rhodium2
Platinum Iridium, osmium,

Platinum2 waste and scrap Palladium2 and ruthenium2, 3
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