
  

 

Mineral Industry Surveys 
 

 
U.S. Department of the Interior  July  2011 
U.S. Geological Survey 

For information, contact:                                                                                                  
Désirée E. Polyak, Molybdenum Commodity Specialist 
U.S. Geological Survey 
989 National Center 
Reston, VA  20192 
Telephone: (703) 648-4909, Fax: (703) 648-7757 
E-mail: dpolyak@usgs.gov 
 

 

Raymond I. Eldridge III (Data) 
Telephone: (703) 648-7982 
Fax: (703) 648-7975 
E-mail: reldridge@usgs.gov 
 
Internet: http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals 
 

MOLYBDENUM IN MARCH 2011 
 
 Domestic production of molybdenum (Mo) in concentrate in 
March 2011 was 17% more than the output of the previous 
month and 12% more than that of March 2010, according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey. Producer stocks of molybdenum in 
concentrate, oxide, and other product forms were about 8,150 
metric tons (t) at the beginning of 2011 and about 7,010 t at the 
end of March.  
 According to Ryan’s Notes, the March 2011 monthly average 
price range for U.S. ferromolybdenum (FeMo) was $19.444 to 
$19.861 per pound (lb) of molybdenum content, compared with 
$19.975 to $20.288 per lb in February 2011. European FeMo 
monthly averages ranged from $41.656 to $42.122 per kilogram 
(kg) of molybdenum content in March compared with $43.544 
to $43.944 per kg in February. In March, worldwide 
molybdenum oxide (MoO3) prices ranged from $17.083 to 
$17.311 per lb compared with $17.525 to $17.725 per lb in 
February. 
 Thompson Creek Metals Company Inc. announced that its 
molybdenum production for the fourth quarter of 2010 was 

4,200 t of molybdenum, a 48% increase from the 2,900 t of 
molybdenum produced in the same period of 2009. The 
company attributed the increase in production to the 
significantly higher grade of ore from its Thompson Creek Mine 
in central Idaho (Thompson Creek Metals Company Inc., 2011).  
 Included in this Mineral Industry Surveys are U.S. production 
and shipments of molybdenum concentrates and materials, U.S. 
consumption by end use, and consumer stocks of molybdenum 
material in February and March 2011. Export data for January 
and February 2011 and import data for February 2011 are also 
included. 
   
Reference Cited 
 
Thompson Creek Metals Company Inc., 2011, Thompson Creek announces 

record production and sales volumes for fiscal 2010: Thompson Creek Metals 
Company Inc. news release, February 24. (Accessed June 28, 2011, at 
http://www.thompsoncreekmetals.com/s/News_Releases.asp?ReportID=4444
65.) 

 



January- January- January-
December March February March March

Production 59,600 14,300 4,980 5,820 16,600
Shipments:2

Domestic 14,000 3,210 1,130 1,420 3,540
Export W W W W W

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2As reported by producers.

2010p 2011

TABLE 1
U.S. SALIENT MOLYBDENUM CONCENTRATE STATISTICS  1

(Metric tons, contained molybdenum)

pPreliminary. W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.

January- January- January-
December March Februaryr March March

Gross production 68,600 17,100 6,000 6,590 19,500
Internal consumption2 W W W W W
Gross shipments 51,100 12,400 4,170 5,210 14,300
pPreliminary. rRevised. W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes molybdic oxides, metal powder, ammonium molybdate, sodium molybdate, and other. 

20112010r, p

TABLE 2
U.S. REPORTED PRODUCTION AND SHIPMENTS OF MOLYBDENUM

PRODUCTS1

(Metric tons, contained molybdenum)
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Ferro Ammonium Molyb-
Molybdic molyb- and sodium denum

End use oxides denum2 molybdate scrap Other Total
2011, February:

Steel:
Carbon 33,500 W -- -- W 33,500
High-strength low-alloy 62,900 7,320 -- -- -- 70,200
Stainless and heat-resisting 161,000 63,700 -- W 6,510 r 231,000
Full alloy 258,000 297,000 -- -- W 555,000
Tool W W -- -- -- W

Total 515,000 368,000 -- W 6,510 r 890,000
Cast irons (gray, malleable, and ductile iron) W W -- -- W W
Superalloys 33,800 W -- W 98,200 132,000
Alloys: (other than steels, cast irons, and superalloys)

Welding materials (structural and hard-facing) -- W -- -- W W
Other alloys 49 W -- -- -- 49

Mill products made from metal powder3 -- -- -- -- W W
Cemented carbides and related products4 -- -- -- -- 6 6
Chemical and ceramic uses:

Pigments -- -- (5) -- -- --
Catalysts 77,300 -- (5) -- W 77,300
Other chemicals -- -- -- -- W W

Miscellaneous and unspecified uses:
Lubricants -- -- -- -- 10,800 10,800
Other 66,700 57,700 r (5) 31,800 289,000 446,000 r

Grand total 693,000 426,000 r -- 31,800 405,000 1,560,000 r

Stocks, February 28, 2011 362,000 290,000 r 2,080 (6) (6) 1,520,000
2011, March:

Steel:

TABLE 3TABLE 3
U.S. REPORTED CONSUMPTION, BY END USES, AND CONSUMER STOCKS OF MOLYBDENUM MATERIALS  1

(Kilograms, contained molybdenum)

Stee :
Carbon 33,300 W -- -- W 33,300
High-strength low-alloy 63,800 7,320 -- -- -- 71,200
Stainless and heat-resisting 189,000 66,200 -- W 6,510 262,000
Full alloy 251,000 342,000 -- -- W 592,000
Tool W W -- -- -- W

Total 537,000 415,000 -- W 6,510 959,000
Cast irons (gray, malleable, and ductile iron) W W -- -- W W
Superalloys 34,600 W -- W 82,800 117,000
Alloys: (other than steels, cast irons, and superalloys)

Welding materials (structural and hard-facing) -- W -- -- W W
Other alloys 97 W -- -- -- 97

Mill products made from metal powder3 -- -- -- -- W W
Cemented carbides and related products4 -- -- -- -- 6 6
Chemical and ceramic uses:

Pigments -- -- (5) -- -- --
Catalysts 77,300 -- (5) -- W 77,300
Other chemicals -- -- -- -- W W

Miscellaneous and unspecified uses:
Lubricants -- -- -- -- 10,800 10,800
Other 66,700 59,700 -- 44,500 308,000 479,000
Grand total 716,000 475,000 -- 44,500 409,000 1,640,000

Stocks, March 31, 2011 353,000 303,000 2,070 (6) (6) 1,530,000

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes calcium molybdate.

6Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in "Total."

3Includes ingot, wire, rod, and sheet.
4Includes construction, mining, oil and gas, metalworking machinery.
5Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in "Miscellaneous and unspecified uses: Other" of the "Other" category.

rRevised. W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data; included in "Miscellaneous and unspecified uses: Other" category. -- Zero.
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2011
January- January- January-

Country December February February January February February
Argentina 17,200 -- -- -- -- --
Australia -- -- -- 800 -- 800
Austria 440,000 -- 10,100 37,300 107,000 145,000
Belgium 9,610,000 288,000 1,140,000 1,160,000 858,000 2,020,000
Brazil 310,000 21,100 21,100 20,000 32,800 52,800
Canada 1,150,000 79,400 133,000 147,000 122,000 269,000
China 5,280,000 457,000 1,090,000 352,000 338,000 690,000
El Salvador -- -- -- -- 881 881
Finland -- -- -- 48,000 23,700 71,700
France 16,600 4,230 4,230 12,400 11,900 24,300
Germany 143,000 -- -- 12,300 11,800 24,100
Hong Kong 1,140 -- -- -- -- --
India 924,000 30,400 30,400 105,000 175,000 280,000
Italy 13,200 -- -- -- 11,700 11,700
Japan 2,630,000 104,000 237,000 333,000 282,000 615,000
Korea, Republic of 805,000 33,100 106,000 188,000 162,000 350,000
Luxembourg 11,500 -- -- -- 12,500 12,500
Mexico 5,040,000 462,000 796,000 695,000 551,000 1,250,000
Netherlands 8,210,000 760,000 1,240,000 597,000 511,000 1,110,000
New Caledonia 1,050 -- -- -- -- --
Panama 2,360 -- -- -- -- --
Poland 194 -- -- -- -- --
Slovenia 24,600 -- -- -- -- --
South Africa 520,000 -- -- -- -- --
Spain 24,600 -- -- -- -- --

2010

TABLE 4
U.S. EXPORTS OF MOLYBDENUM ORES AND CONCENTRATES

(including roasted concentrate), BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms, contained molybdenum)

Spa ,600
Sweden 12,100 -- -- 12,000 19,000 31,000
Taiwan 67,900 -- -- 17,600 -- 17,600
Thailand 19,200 -- -- -- -- --
United Arab Emirates 154,000 -- -- 12,600 -- 12,600
United Kingdom 5,000,000 446,000 769,000 576,000 672,000 1,250,000
Venezuela 940 -- 940 -- -- --
Vietnam 149,000 429 429 14,900 -- 14,900

Total 40,600,000 2,690,000 5,580,000 4,340,000 3,900,000 8,240,000
-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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January- January- January-
Country December February February January February February

Argentina 13,300 -- -- -- -- --
Australia 628 -- -- -- -- --
Canada 677,000 60,400 104,000 70,200 40,300 110,000
Colombia 1,170 620 620 -- -- --
Denmark 372 -- -- -- -- --
India 36,600 -- -- -- -- --
Japan 12,700 -- -- -- -- --
Korea, Republic of 11,200 -- -- -- -- --
Mexico 12,900 -- 2,800 6,180 476 6,660
Netherlands 196,000 -- -- 37,600 49,900 87,500
Philippines 939 -- -- -- -- --
Singapore 14,300 -- -- -- -- --
Turkey 103 -- -- 11,800 12,700 24,500

Total 978,000 61,000 107,000 126,000 103,000 229,000

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2010 2011

TABLE 5
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROMOLYBDENUM, BY COUNTRY 1

(Kilograms, contained molybdenum)

-- Zero.
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