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 U.S. mine production and shipments of iron ore in April 2015 
were 3.91 million metric tons (Mt) and 3.60 Mt, respectively   
(fig 1., table 1). Average daily production of iron ore was 
130,000 metric tons (t), 13% less than that of March 2015 and 
slightly less than that of April 2014. Average daily shipments of 
iron ore were 120,000 t, almost six times those of March and 
34% greater than those in April 2014. Seasonal conditions 
usually affect shipments of iron ore on the Great Lakes during 
the winter months. This cycle was unusually severe, with 
greater-than-average ice extent during the 2013–14 winter 
shipping season. Mine stocks at the end of April 2015 were 
slightly greater than those held in March and 10% greater than 
those held in April 2014.  
 

 
Figure 1. Monthly domestic production, shipments, and stocks of iron ore from 
April 2013–April 2015. Source: U.S. Geological Survey 
 
 Monthly production, shipments, stocks, imports, and exports 
of iron ore are reported as gross weight unless otherwise noted 
and do not include iron metallics such as pig iron, direct-
reduced iron, hot-briquetted iron, or iron nuggets. Data for iron 
metallics can be found in the Iron and Steel and the Iron Ore 
chapters in the U.S. Geological Survey Minerals Yearbook, 
Volume I, Metals and Minerals. 

 U.S. exports of iron ore were 493,000 t in April 2015, more 
than double those in March 2015 and 38% less than those in 
April 2014. U.S. imports of iron ore were 184,000 t in April 
2015, 32% less than those in March 2015 and 64% less than 
those in April 2014 (fig. 2).  
 

 
Figure 2. Monthly domestic imports and exports of iron ore and spot prices for 
iron ore import fines, 62% iron content CFR, at Tianjin Port, from April 2013–
April 2015.  Source: U.S. Geological Survey and Index Mundi, undated. 
 
Industry News 
 Palladon Ventures Ltd. agreed to sell CML Metals Corp., an 
iron ore mine in Utah that was idled in October 2014, to Gilbert 
Development Corp. (Palladon Ventures Ltd., 2015). 
 Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. produced 5.5 Mt of iron ore at 
its U.S. operations during the first quarter of 2015, a 16% 
increase from 4.7 Mt during the same period in 2014. U.S. iron 
ore pellet sales in the first quarter were 3.0 Mt, a 4% increase 
from 2.9 Mt during the same period in 2014, owing to more 
favorable transportation conditions on the Great Lakes 
compared to the first quarter of 2014. Cash production cost per 
ton during the period was $63.96, a 20% decrease from $79.87 
during the same period in 2014, owing to reduced energy and 
supply rates, increased production volumes, and reduced 
maintenance expenditures (Cliffs Natural Resources Inc., 2015).  
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For information, contact: 
Christopher A. Tuck, Iron Ore Commodity Specialist 
National Minerals Information Center 
U.S. Geological Survey 
989 National Center 
Reston, VA 20192 
Telephone: (703) 648-4912, Fax: (703) 648-7757 
Email: ctuck@usgs.gov 

Michelle B. Blackwell (Data) 
Telephone: (703) 648-7943 
Fax: (703) 648-7975 
Email: mblackwell@usgs.gov 
 
 
Internet: http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals 



 Cliffs announced that it would idle production at the Empire 
Mine in Marquette County, MI. The company was in talks with 
the government of Minnesota to construct a direct-reduced-iron 
(DRI) plant in the State, the first major plant of its kind in the 
region (DePass, 2015). This followed a series of tests performed 
in 2012 and 2013 to determine the feasibility of converting 
taconite production furnaces at Cliffs’ Northshore Mine in 
Silver Bay, MN, and United Taconite in Eveleth, MN, into DRI 
plants. The tests were considered successful, with Northshore 
Mine producing 30,000 tons of DRI pellets over a 2-week, full-
scale, production test (CBS Minnesota, 2013). 
 The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
determined that the proposed expansion project at Cliffs’ 
Northshore Mine in Babbitt, MN, would not require an 
Environmental Impact Study. The project includes expanded 
mining and building an engineered stockpile for waste rock. 
Cliffs can proceed with obtaining permits to begin construction. 
The expansion was expected to extend the life of the mine by as 
much as 10 years. The project would continue to be subject to 
regulatory authority by the DNR, Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Myers, 2015). 
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TABLE 1 
U.S. PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS, AND STOCKS OF IRON ORE1, 2

(Exclusive of ore containing 5% or more of manganese)

(Thousand metric tons)

Stocks
Period Monthly Year to date Monthly Year to date End of Month

2014:
April 3,930 15,700 2,690 7,130 13,600
May 4,740 20,400 5,880 13,000 12,500
June 4,690 25,100 5,940 19,000 11,300
July 4,930 30,000 6,490 25,400 9,770
August 4,790 34,800 6,370 31,800 8,190
September 4,860 39,700 5,780 37,600 7,320
October 5,050 44,700 5,770 43,400 6,600
November 4,810 49,500 5,130 48,500 6,290
December 4,770 54,300 5,630 54,100 5,430

2015:
January 4,210 4,210 2,610 2,610 6,640
February 4,130 8,340 194 2,810 10,600
March 4,640 13,000 670 3,480 14,700
April 3,910 16,900 3,600 7,080 15,000

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits. 
2Excludes byproduct ores and iron metallics. 
3Includes rail and vessel.

Production Shipments3

TABLE 2 
CANADA: SHIPMENTS OF IRON ORE1, 2

(Thousand metric tons)

Newfoundland
Period and Labrador Quebec Total

2014:
April 1,250 2,560 3,810
May 1,250 2,680 3,930
June 1,250 2,550 3,800
July 1,400 2,780 4,180
August 1,400 2,330 3,720
September 1,400 2,430 3,830
October 1,290 2,500 3,790
November 1,290 2,370 3,660
December 1,290 2,350 3,640
January–December 14,600 28,200 42,700

2015:
January 983 1,820 2,800
February 1,080 1,460 2,540
March 1,080 2,080 3,160
April 992 2,160 3,150

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes production from steel plant waste oxides. 

Source: Natural Resources Canada. 
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TABLE 3 
U.S. PRODUCTION OF PIG IRON AND RAW STEEL, BY TYPE OF FURNACE1

(Thousand metric tons)

Period Monthly Year to date Monthly Year to date Monthly Year to date
2014:

April 2,580 10,300 2,120 9,860 4,580 18,100
May 2,710 13,000 2,380 12,200 4,740 22,900
June 2,760 15,800 2,500 14,700 4,590 27,500
July 2,930 18,700 2,630 17,400 4,760 32,200
August 2,920 21,600 2,600 20,000 4,840 37,100
September 2,740 24,300 2,550 22,500 4,560 41,600
October 2,690 27,000 2,340 24,900 4,700 46,300
November 2,740 29,800 2,400 27,300 4,480 50,800
December 2,860 32,600 2,490 29,700 4,350 55,200

2015:
January 2,760 2,760 2,380 2,380 4,500 4,500
February 2,310 5,070 1,980 4,370 3,870 8,370
March 2,390 7,460 1,990 6,360 4,050 12,400
April 2,330 9,790 1,990 8,340 4,080 16,500

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: American Iron and Steel Institute.

Pig iron production,
blast furnace

Raw steel production
Basic oxygen furnace Electric furnace

TABLE 4
U.S. EXPORTS OF IRON ORE, BY COUNTRY AND TYPE 1, 2

(Exclusive of ore containing 20% or more manganese)

2014 2015
January–April

Thousand Thousand Value3 Thousand Value3 Value3

Country metric metric (thousand metric (thousand (dollars
and type of product tons tons dollars) tons dollars) per ton)

Canada 1,210 361 $34,000 1,320 $147,000 $111.01
Japan 59 36 2,890 36 2,890 80.19
Mexico 422 96 6,690 277 18,600 67.29
Other 911 (4) 132 1 230 230.00

Total 2,610 493 43,700 1,640 169,000 103.01
Concentrates 663 17 1,950 34 3,950 116.24
Fine ores 59 15 1,680 15 1,710 113.87
Pellets 1,640 365 34,700 1,330 149,000 111.53
Other 241 96 5,450 254 14,200 55.83

Total 2,610 493 43,700 1,640 169,000 103.01
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2All countries with less than 5,000 metric tons of exports per month included in "Other."
3Customs value. Excludes international freight and insurance charges. 
4Less than ½ unit. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

January–AprilApril
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TABLE 5
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF IRON ORE, BY COUTRY AND TYPE1, 2

(Exclusive of ore containing 20% or more manganese)

2014 2015
January–April

Thousand Thousand Value3 Thousand Value3 Value3

Country of origin metric metric (thousand metric (thousand (dollars
and type of product tons tons dollars) tons dollars) per ton)

Brazil 406 76 $7,300 186 $16,300 $87.76
Canada 1,120 109 16,600 499 69,800 139.86
Other 67 -- -- 91 9,220 101.26

Total 1,590 184 23,900 774 95,300 123.17
Concentrates 25 -- -- 31 2,990 96.55
Fine ores 215 -- -- 52 4,110 79.04
Pellets 1,350 184 23,900 682 88,000 129.10
Other -- -- -- 10 182 18.20

Total 1,590 184 23,900 774 95,300 123.17
--Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown. 
2All countries with less than 5,000 metric tons of imports per month included in "Other."
3Customs value. Excludes international freight and insurance charges. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

January–AprilApril

TABLE 6
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF IRON ORE, BY CUSTOMS DISTRICT1, 2

(Exclusive of ore containing 20% or more manganese)

(Thousand metric tons)

Pellets Total, all products
April April

Customs district (code no.) 2014 2015 2015 2014 2015 2015
Cleveland, OH (41) 219 109 109 219 109 109
New Orleans, LA (20) 821 258 76 1,030 340 76
Other 309 316 -- 340 327 --

Total 1,350 682 184 1,590 774 184
--Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown. 
2Customs Districts with less than 5,000 metric tons included in "Other."

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

January–April January–April
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