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BISMUTH IN THE SECOND QUARTER 2016

 
  

 Bismuth imports for the second quarter of 2016 were 857 
metric tons (t), more than twice the amount imported in the first 
quarter of 2016 and an increase of 82% from imports in the 
second quarter of 2015. The average bismuth price for the 
second quarter was $4.68 per pound, a 6% increase from the 
revised price in the previous quarter and a 31% decrease from 
the price in the second quarter of 2015. During the second 
quarter of 2016, China remained the dominant source of U.S. 
bismuth imports, accounting for 815 t, or 95%, of total bismuth 
imports for the quarter. 
 Chinese police formally arrested the owner of the Fanya 
Metal Exchange (FME) and 18 of his associates for illegal 
fundraising. The FME has been under investigation since 
December 2015. As of November 2015, when the FME Web 
site was shut down, FME warehouses reportedly held 19,228 t 
of bismuth, but that amount has not been verified by either the 
Government or by a third party. Government authorities have 
not decided what will happen with these stocks (Argus Media 
Group—Metal-Pages, 2016; Zhao, 2016). 
   Centenera Mining Corp. (Canada) signed a letter of intent to 
acquire the El Quemado pegmatite project in Argentina. The 
project site included the former El Quemado Mine, a small-scale 
operation that produced tantalum-niobium oxide concentrates 
and bismuth concentrates. Historical records from two 

shipments indicated an average bismuth concentrate grade of 
61.5% bismuth. Although historical resource estimates have 
been reported, no modern exploration or formal resource 
evaluation has taken place (Centenera Mining Corp., 2016). 
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TABLE 1
SALIENT BISMUTH STATISTICS1

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

2016
2015 1st quarter–

Year 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter 2d quarter 2d quarter
Exports2 519 188 110 79 131 102 232
Imports for consumption2 1,950 471 501 328 406 857 1,260
Price per pound, dealer, average of period3 $6.40 $6.82 $5.57 $4.76 $4.42 r $4.68 $4.46
rRevised.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; except prices.
2Bismuth metal and articles thereof, including waste and scrap.
3Source: American Metal Market, 2016.
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TABLE 2
U.S. EXPORTS OF BISMUTH METAL, BY COUNTRY1, 2

(Kilograms)

2016
2015 1st quarter–

Country Year 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter April May June 2d quarter
Belgium 3,530 3,530 -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Brazil 4,860 1,290 2,280 1,290 2,820 -- 1,650 3,920 8,390
Canada 145,000 52,500 19,100 16,000 5,310 907 3,630 1,060 10,900
Chile 3,530 15 495 -- -- -- -- -- --
China 63,000 33,300 8,810 8,830 4,340 1,430 596 126 6,490
Costa Rica 1,850 405 579 868 -- 434 -- 967 1,400
Dominican Republic 1,240 1,140 -- -- 40 296 -- -- 336
Ecuador 3,020 225 1,930 286 528 -- -- -- 528
France 6,380 -- 6,340 -- -- 6,680 -- 6,680 13,400
French Guiana -- -- -- -- 1,690 -- -- -- 1,690
Guyana 1,690 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Hong Kong 47,100 16,500 13,800 4,650 3,790 3,250 643 5,590 13,300
India 4,770 -- 1,630 3,140 1,200 -- -- -- 1,200
Israel 1,720 -- -- -- 1,650 -- -- 1,510 3,160
Japan 2,540 -- -- 2,070 698 1,950 -- -- 2,650
Laos -- -- -- -- 11,300 -- -- -- 11,300
Malaysia 6,320 2,840 2,840 -- 178 -- -- -- 178
Mexico 49,900 8,350 16,200 5,520 3,980 588 227 2,760 7,550
Netherlands 2,530 474 826 280 42,000 -- -- -- 42,000
Singapore 5,060 62 3,670 1,180 3,070 -- 781 386 4,240
Switzerland 1,250 -- -- 1,250 -- -- -- -- --
Taiwan 2,070 1,580 -- 493 -- -- -- 19 19
Thailand 11,400 4,330 2,770 -- 9,830 330 -- 4,760 14,900
United Kingdom 3,450 2,030 r 413 694 470 -- -- -- 470
Vietnam 143,000 58,900 26,900 30,400 37,000 23,800 20,000 5,860 86,700
Other 3,610 r 235 r 1,050 r 2,310 633 25 495 171 1,320

Total 519,000 188,000 110,000 79,200 131,000 39,700 28,000 33,800 232,000
rRevised. -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Bismuth metal and articles thereof, including waste and scrap.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF BISMUTH METAL, BY COUNTRY1, 2

(Kilograms)

2016
2015 1st quarter–

Country Year 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter April May June 2d quarter
Belgium 155,000 39,500 17,000 44,800 61,800 -- -- -- 61,800
Canada 6,710 1,430 755 1,140 361 1,720 143 421 2,640
China 1,680,000 414,000 475,000 221,000 277,000 169,000 371,000 275,000 1,090,000
Germany 1,860 77 1,310 77 769 -- 77 -- 846
Korea, Republic of 28,000 1,000 -- 27,000 10 -- 14 -- 24
Malaysia 1,470 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Mexico 16,400 -- -- 16,400 58,600 -- 14,000 10,000 82,600
Netherlands 1,570 306 632 635 43 65 24 183 315
United Kingdom 57,600 14,500 5,730 16,100 7,560 4,790 1,540 9,360 23,300
Other 656 62 126 464 154 -- -- -- 154

Total 1,950,000 471,000 501,000 328,000 406,000 175,000 387,000 295,000 1,260,000

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Bismuth metal and articles thereof, including waste and scrap.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

-- Zero.
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