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BISMUTH IN THE FIRST QUARTER 2014

Bismuth imports to the United States for the first quarter of
2014 were 524 metric tons (t), an increase of 37% from those in
the first quarter of 2013 and an increase of 23% from the
average quarterly imports during 2013. China remained the
dominant source of imports, accounting for 75% of imports
during the first quarter of 2014. Exports of bismuth during the
first quarter were 115,000 t, a 62% decrease from exports during
the first quarter of 2013 and a 44% decrease from average
quarterly exports during 2013. Consequently, net imports of
bismuth for the first quarter of 2014 were nearly four times
greater than those in the first quarter of 2013 and about 84%
greater than the average quarterly net imports during 2013.

Prices
The New York dealer price range for bismuth published in
Platts Metals Week continued the upward trend of the fourth

quarter of 2013 and, during the first quarter of 2014, was the
highest quarterly level since the second quarter of 2012. The
price ranged from $9.00 to $9.60 per pound during January
2014 and increased to a range of $10.40 to $11.00 per pound in
March. The bismuth price stabilized during the second quarter,
averaging $10.61 per pound and fluctuating over a range of
$10.35 to $11.00 per pound.

List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive
notification of USGS minerals information publications and
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.
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TABLE 1

SALIENT BISMUTH STATISTICS'

(Metric tons)

2013 2014
Year 1st quarter 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter
Exports’ 816 299 195 185 137 115
Imports for c()nsurrll;)ti()n2 1,710 384 342 550 432 524
Price per pound, dealer, average of period $8.72 $8.61 $8.96 $8.16 $9.07 $10.10
'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; except prices.
’Bismuth metal and articles thereof, including waste and scrap.
TABLE 2
U.S. EXPORTS OF BISMUTH METAL, BY COUNTRY "
(Kilograms)
2013 2014
Country Year Ist quarter 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter January February March 1st quarter
Brazil 7,200 761 3,040 1,520 1,880 20 - - 20
Canada 136,000 49,800 34,200 34,600 16,900 3,690 348 447 4,490
China 33,700 5,050 18,700 459 9,430 - - 4,020 4,020
Costa Rica 6,100 1,210 1,050 3,840 - - 1,170 30 1,200
French Guiana 4,790 - 1,410 - 3,380 - - - -
Germany 76,000 76,000 - - - - - - -
Hong Kong 51,800 8,340 9,890 21,500 12,100 4,260 1,890 2,840 8,990
Israel 1,390 1,340 - 50 -- 100 - - 100
Japan 1,300 - - 298 1,000 - - - -
Malaysia 11,000 - 862 10,100 -- 8,620 - - 8,620
Mexico 37,300 9,600 9,380 8,980 9,330 215 8,420 12,900 21,500
Netherlands 20,200 - 20,200 - - 1,970 - -- 1,970
Peru 82 - - 48 34 4,210 - 30 4,240
Russia - - - - -- - 1,210 -- 1,210
Singapore 4,880 2,770 2,100 14 - - 386 1,580 1,970
South Africa 1,360 50 - 1,310 - 50 - - 50
Taiwan 1,310 600 19 - 690 - - - -
Thailand 26,500 10,800 7,430 4,110 4,110 - - - -
United Kingdom 12,200 954 10,400 -- 849 -- -- 369 369
Vietnam 382,000 132,000 76,200 96,600 77,200 18,900 - 37,100 56,000
Other 1,610 43" 208 " 1,290 72" - 25 - 25
Total 816,000 299,000 195,000 185,000 137,000 42,000 13,400 59,300 115,000

"Revised. -- Zero.

'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

*Bismuth metal and articles thereof, including waste and scrap.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.



TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF BISMUTH METAL, BY COUNTRY"-2

(Kilograms)

2013 2014

Country Year 1st quarter 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter January February March 1st quarter
Belgium 389,000 155,000 96,200 83,000 55,400 45,200 - 17,800 63,000
Bolivia - - - - - - - 20,200 20,200
Canada 13,000 4,490 4,150 766 3,590 679 1,080 3,850 5,610
China 1,050,000 177,000 188,000 394,000 296,000 65,000 145,000 183,000 393,000
Germany 24,400 18,300 1,180 1 4,950 450 - 377 827
Korea, Republic of 35,000 9,980 - 5,000 20,000 - - 2,510 2,510
Malaysia 3,700 - 1,330 1,180 1,190 1,000 - 1,460 2,460
Peru 144,000 10,700 40,400 50,100 42,300 20,000 - 10,800 30,800
United Kingdom 43,300 8,230 11,200 15,300 8,530 2,910 - 2,780 5,690
Other 220 29 46 37 108 154 40 8 202
Total 1,710,000 384,000 342,000 550,000 432,000 135,000 146,000 242,000 524,000

-- Zero.
'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
*Bismuth metal and articles thereof, including waste and scrap.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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