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BAUXITE AND ALUMINA IN THE SECOND QUARTER 2011 

 
 Imports of crude and dried bauxite in the second quarter of 
2011 were 2.26 million metric tons (Mt), slightly lower than 
those in the first quarter of 2011 but 14% higher than those in 
the second quarter of 2010. Jamaica (54%), Guinea (24%), and 
Brazil (14%) were the leading sources of crude dry bauxite 
imports in the second quarter of 2011. Imports of crude and 
dried bauxite during the second quarter of 2011 from Brazil and 
Guinea declined by 8% and 19%, respectively. These declines 
were partially offset by imports of crude and dried bauxite from 
India, which had not been a source of imports in the previous 
quarter.  
 Imports of alumina during the second quarter of 2011 were 
572,000 metric tons (t), 6% higher than those in the first quarter 
2011 and 53% higher than those in the second quarter of 2010. 
The leading sources of imported alumina during the second 
quarter of 2011 were Australia (33%), Suriname (33%), Jamaica 
(14%), and Brazil (10%). Increased alumina imports from 
Australia of 48,000 t and Suriname of 24,300 t accounted for 
most of the increase in alumina imports during the second 
quarter of 2011. These increases were partially offset by 
decreases in alumina imports from Brazil of 31,300 t (-36%) and 
from Jamaica of 15,100 t (-16%) compared with those during 
the prior quarter.  
 Exports of alumina during the second quarter of 2011 were 
493,000 t, 14% more than those in the first quarter of 2011 and 
23% higher than those in the second quarter of 2010. The 
leading destinations of alumina exported during the second 
quarter of 2011 were Canada (45%) and Iceland (35%). 
Increased alumina exports to Iceland of 51,700 t (+43%), 
Norway of 29,300 t, the Netherlands of 27,800 t, and Canada of 
17,000 t (+8%) accounted for most of the increase in alumina 
imports during the second quarter of 2011. (Norway and the 
Netherlands had not been major destinations in the past quarter.) 
These increases were partially offset by decreases in alumina 
exports to France of 31,200 t and Georgia of 30,900 t (which 
were not major destinations for alumina exports during the 
quarter). 

 
 
 

Update 
 Ormet Corp. (Hannibal, OH) was working to restart 
production from its alumina refinery in Burnside, LA, by 
yearend. About 250 employees had been hired, and the restart 
process was reported to be in the final stage. The refinery had a 
production capacity of 540,000 metric tons per year (t/yr) and 
had been closed in the fourth quarter of 2006 because of low 
alumina prices and high natural gas prices. (See Bauxite and 
Alumina in the First Quarter 2011.) The alumina would be used 
to supply Ormet’s 265,000-t/yr smelter in Hannibal, OH (Platts 
Metals Week, 2011b).  
 Det. AL Group (Detal) (Baku, Azerbaijan) was planning to 
restart a 450,000-t/yr alumina refinery in Azerbaijan during the 
fourth quarter of the year. Alumina from the refinery would 
supply Detal’s 100,000-t/yr smelter that was also being 
reopened. The refinery and smelter were shut down in 2009 
because of declining prices for aluminium that resulted from the 
financial crisis and subsequent recession. The level of output 
from the refinery was not available (Platts Metals Week, 2011a). 
 State-owned Vietnam National Coal and Mineral Industries 
Group (Vinacomin) (Ha Long, Vietnam) was progressing 
toward opening a 600,000-t/yr refinery in Lam Dong Province. 
Construction had been scheduled for completion in September, 
but heavy rainfall delayed the project for 3 months. After 
construction is completed in December, commissioning of the 
refinery would be completed in April 2012. The refinery would 
be Vietnam’s first and would use bauxite from adjacent 
deposits. Alumina from the refinery would be sold to customers 
in China such as Aluminum Corp. of China Ltd. (Beijing, 
China), which was providing technical support in the 
construction of the refinery, and Vinacomin was looking for 
customers in other nations as well. Vinacomin was also in the 
process of building a 650,000-t/yr refinery in Dak Nong 
Province that would be completed in 2013 (Platts Metals Week, 
2011c).  
 Rio Tinto plc (London, United Kingdom) announced that it 
was restructuring several of its assets in the aluminum industry. 
Pacific Aluminum, which was created as a business unit that 
would be sold when a buyer is found, was composed of the 8-
million-metric-tons-per-year (Mt/yr) bauxite mine and 3.8-Mt/yr 



refinery at Gove, Australia. Other Pacific Aluminum assets 
included aluminum smelters at Bell Bay, Boyne, and Tomago, 
and the Gladstone powerplant (Australia); and the smelter at 
Tiwai Point, New Zealand. Other assets for sale separately 
included the 700,000-t/yr refinery at Gardanne, France; 
specialty alumina refineries at Beyrede and La Bathie (France) 
and Teutschenthal, Germany; a smelter with an associated 
powerplant at Lynemouth, United Kingdom; and a 196,000-t/yr 
smelter at Sebree, KY (Rio Tinto plc, 2011). 
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TABLE 1
U.S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF CRUDE AND DRIED BAUXITE  1

(Metric tons)

2011
First Second First–second

Country 2010 quarter quarter quarter
Imports (for consumption):

Brazil 1,640,000 354,000 324,000 679,000
Guinea 2,130,000 667,000 537,000 1,200,000
India -- -- 161,000 161,000
Jamaica 4,300,000 1,280,000 1,230,000 2,500,000
Other 45,100 r 2,520 r 10,800 13,400

Total 8,120,000 2,300,000 2,260,000 4,560,000
Exports:

Canada 15,100 4,050 5,170 9,220
Colombia 3,120 4 15 19
Korea, Republic of -- 2,200 -- 2,200
Mexico 217 7 765 772
South Africa 797 -- -- --
Venezuela 566 37 41 78
Other 1,210 r 208 r 361 569

Total 21,000 6,500 6,350 12,900
rRevised. -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; data adjusted by the U.S. Geological Survey.

TABLE 2
U.S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF CALCINED BAUXITE, BY COUNTRY  1

(Metric tons)

2011
2010 First quarter Second quarter First–second quarter

Refrac- Refrac- Refrac- Refrac-
Country tory Other tory Other tory Other tory Other

Imports (for consumption):
Australia -- 84,800 -- -- -- 44,800 -- 44,800
Brazil 167,000 69,700 1,320 2,940 -- 784 1,320 3,730
China 74,200 2,950 10,600 321 4,450 217 15,100 538
Greece 104,000 -- -- -- 26,000 -- 26,000 --
Guyana 37,300 148,000 12,700 42,800 10,300 15,500 23,000 58,300
Jamaica -- -- -- -- -- 401,000 -- 401,000
Other 610 r 1,700 r 30 215 r 2 795 32 1,010

Total 384,000 307,000 24,700 46,300 40,800 463,000 65,500 509,000
Exports:

Canada 7,550 527 1,410 -- 1,010 -- 2,420 --
India 25 r 601 -- -- -- -- -- --
Malaysia -- 500 -- 59 -- 100 -- 159
Mexico 652 8,070 88 2,780 149 656 237 3,430
United Arab Emirates -- -- -- -- -- 2,740 -- 2,740
Other 219 r 80 108 r 317 r 207 12 315 329

Total 8,450 9,780 1,610 3,150 1,360 3,510 2,970 6,660
rRevised. -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; data adjusted by the U.S. Geological Survey.
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF ALUMINA 1

(Metric tons, calcined equivalent)

2011
First Second First–second

Country 2010 quarter quarter quarter
Imports (for consumption):2

Australia 572,000 144,000 192,000 335,000
Brazil 233,000 86,200 54,900 141,000
Jamaica 83,900 95,800 80,700 177,000
Suriname 488,000 167,000 191,000 358,000
Other 342,000 46,800 53,900 101,000

Total 1,720,000 539,000 572,000 1,110,000
Exports:3

Canada 719,000 204,000 221,000 425,000
France 57,700 31,800 528 32,300
Georgia 77,500 30,900 (4) 30,900
Iceland 217,000 121,000 173,000 294,000
Mexico 83,200 19,900 19,400 39,400
Netherlands 182,000 974 28,800 29,800
Norway 221 75 29,400 29,500
Ukraine 86,800 272 99 371
Other 100,000 24,400 21,400 45,700

Total 1,520,000 433,000 493,000 926,000
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes imports of aluminum hydroxide reported in calcined equivalent. As shipped,
aluminum hydroxide: 233,000 tons in 2010; 51,000 tons in the first quarter of 2011; 60,200 tons
in the second quarter of 2011.
3Includes exports of aluminum hydroxide reported in calcined equivalent. As shipped, 
aluminum hydroxide: 120,000 tons in 2010; 29,300 tons in the first quarter of 2011; 30,000 tons
in the second quarter of 2011.
4L h ½ iLess than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; data adjusted by the U.S. Geological Survey.
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