= USGS

science for a changing world

Mineral Industry Surveys

For information, contact:

David E. Guberman, Antimony Commodity Specialist
National Minerals Information Center

U.S. Geological Survey

989 National Center

Reston, VA 20192

Telephone: (703) 648-4977, Fax: (703) 648-7757
Email: dguberman@usgs.gov

Hoa P. Phamdang (Data)
Telephone: (703) 648-7965
Fax: (703) 648-7975

Email: hphamdan@usgs.gov

Internet: http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/

ANTIMONY IN THE FOURTH QUARTER 2014

Imports of antimony products were 6,620 metric tons (t) in
the fourth quarter of 2014, a decrease of 4% from that in the
third quarter of 2014, but an increase of 14% from that in the
fourth quarter of 2013. In 2014, total imports of antimony were
24,200 t, a slight decrease from those in 2013. During 2014, the
leading suppliers of antimony oxide to the United States were,
in descending order of quantity, China, Thailand, Bolivia,
Belgium, and Mexico. China was the leading source of imported
antimony metal (including alloys, waste and scrap) in 2014
(same as in 2013), accounting for 65% of imports. Exports of
antimony in 2014 were 3,280 t, an 18% decrease from those in
2013.

The Platts Metals Week New York dealer price for antimony
metal averaged $4.12 per pound in October 2014, and then
decreased to an average of $4.05 per pound in November and to
an average of $4.00 per pound in December. The 2014 average
annual price of antimony was $4.25 per pound, an 8% decrease
from that in 2013.

U.S. Antimony Corp. (USAC) (Thompson Falls, MT)
reported that overall antimony production (as contained metal)
in 2014 was about 784 t compared with 716 t in 2013, an
increase of 9%. The company operated a smelter in Montana
and a smelter and mines in Mexico.

During the past few years, the company has focused on
increasing its antimony production in Mexico. In 2014, the
number of furnaces operating at the company’s smelter in
Madero, Mexico, increased to 12 from 8, and the added capacity
was expected to contribute to production increases in 2015.
USAC planned to produce between 1,810 t and 2,040 t of
antimony in 2015. The company expected that its smelters in
Mexico and the United States would produce antimony from
concentrates from mines in Australia, Canada, and Mexico (U.S.
Antimony Corp., 2015).

List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive
notification of USGS minerals information publications and
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.
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TABLE 1

SALIENT ANTIMONY STATISTICS'

(Metric tons, antimony content, unless otherwise specified)

2014
Ist quarter—
2013 1st quarter 2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 4th quarter
Imports for consumption:
Ore and concentrate 342 113 72 121 59 365
Metal, alloys, waste and scrap (gross weight) 6,170 1,850 1,020 1,910 1,430 6,210
Oxide? 18,200 3,680 3,910 4,890 5,130 17,600
Total 24,700 5,640 5,000 6,920 6,620 24,200
Exports:
Ore and concentrate 36 20 14 3 4 41
Metal, alloys, waste and scrap (gross weight) 1,550 317 367 404 482 1,570
Oxide? 2,420 553 370 453 295 1,670
Total 4,010 890 751 860 781 3,280
Price, average, cents per pound3 462.63 435.00 427.50 430.92 405.73 424.79
'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except prices; may not add to totals shown.
2Antimony content was calculated by the U.S. Geological Survey.
3Source: Platts Metals Week. New York dealer price for 99.5% to 99.6% metal, c.i.f. U.S. ports.
TABLE 2
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF ANTIMONY, BY CLASS AND COUNTRY'
(Metric tons, antimony content)
2014
Ist 2d 3d January—
Class and country 2013 quarter quarter quarter October November December December
Ore and concentrate:
China 89 24 16 49 - - - 89
Italy 203 60 52 44 12 20 27 215
Other 50 29 4 28 - - - 61
Total 342 113 72 121 12 20 27 365
Metal, alloys, waste and scrap (gross weight):
China 3,880 1,410 428 1,310 618 138 159 4,060
Hong Kong 448 - 40 24 -- -- - 64
India 903 120 79 280 90 109 100 778
Japan 115 6 102 79 - - - 187
Mexico 171 69 38 74 49 19 42 291
Peru 304 132 170 24 - - - 326
United Kingdom 161 27 44 64 13 38 10 196
Vietnam 21 40 40 22 24 - 24 150
Other 167 43 74 39 -- -- - 156
Total 6,170 1,850 1,020 1,910 794 304 335 6,210
Oxide:
Belgium 1,450 418 269 358 159 100 171 1,480
Bolivia 2,400 382 449 316 259 116 133 1,660
China 10,300 1,720 2,280 3,290 1,080 648 990 10,000
France 424 130 179 40 16 48 32 445
Japan 463 160 92 145 64 7 128 596
Mexico 959 289 378 85 73 43 67 935
Thailand 2,070 564 216 631 332 266 398 2,410
Other 116 18 52 17 - - - 87
Total 18,200 3,680 3,910 4,890 1,980 1,230 1,920 17,600
Grand total 24,700 5,640 5,000 6,920 2,790 1,550 2,280 24,200
Other antimony compounds (gross weight) 27 14 33 6 2 1 19 75
-- Zero.

'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Antimony content was calculated by the U.S. Geological Survey.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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