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ZINC IN APRIL 2015

 
 

 

 
 Domestic mine production (recoverable) of zinc in April 
2015 was 68,500 metric tons (t). Average daily mine 
production in April was 2,280 t, slightly less than that in 
March but slightly more than that in April 2014 (fig. 1). 

 
Figure 1. Average daily domestic zinc mine production (recoverable) from 
April 2013–April 2015. Source: U.S. Geological Survey. 

 Global London Metal Exchange Ltd. (LME) stocks of 
Special High Grade (SHG) zinc decreased by 42,200 t to 
468,425 t in April 2015 and by 222,400 t in the first 4 months 
of 2015, of which, 191,250 t were delivered out of warehouses 
in New Orleans, LA (fig. 2). However, a portion of these 
stocks may have been transferred to non-LME bonded 
warehouses rather than entering domestic consumption or 
export channels. U.S. imports for consumption of refined zinc 
with a minimum of 99.99% purity (Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule code 7901.11.0000) from the New Orleans, LA, 
customs district in the first 4 months of 2015 were 18,900 t. 

 
Figure 2. Global LME stocks of SHG zinc, monthend, from April 2013–April 
2015. Source: London Metal Exchange Ltd. 

 In April, the U.S. monthly average SHG zinc price 
increased for the first time since August 2014 (fig. 3); 
however, the U.S. average monthly premium continued to 
decline. The monthly average North American SHG zinc price 
was 108.35 cents per pound, 8% more than that in March and 
7% more than that in April 2014. The monthly average LME 
cash price for SHG zinc was $2,206.51 per metric ton, 9% 
more than that in the previous month and in April 2014.  
 
Update  
 CME Group Inc. (Chicago, IL) planned to begin trading 
zinc futures contracts on June 29, pending regulatory 
approval. Similar to LME futures contracts, COMEX zinc 
futures contracts would be priced in dollars per metric ton and 
would be for SHG zinc ingots in lots of 25 t for physical 
delivery. Three warehousing companies, C. Steinweg, Inc., 
Dearborn Distribution Services, and Henry Bath LLC, applied 
to have exchange-approved storage facilities in Baltimore, 
MD; Chicago, IL; Detroit, MI; and New Orleans, LA. CME 
Group stated that the zinc futures contracts would increase 
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transparency and price discovery for zinc market participants 
in North America (CME Group Inc., 2015). 
 On June 5, AZZ Incorporated (Fort Worth, TX), the leading 
North American after-fabrication hot-dip galvanizer, 
announced that it had acquired U.S. Galvanizing, LLC (Hurst, 
TX), a subsidiary of Trinity Industries, Inc. (Dallas, TX). As 
part of the acquisition, AZZ acquired 6 additional galvanizing 
plants in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas, increasing AZZ’s 
total number of galvanizing plants to 42. AZZ also secured a 
long-term service agreement with Trinity Meyer Utility 
Structures, LLC (Memphis, TN), a manufacturer of steel 
transmission towers and substation structures, through the 
purchase (AZZ Incorporated, 2015).  

 
 
References Cited 
 
AZZ Incorporated, 2015, AZZ Incorporated announces agreement to acquire 

the galvanizing business of Trinity Industries: Fort Worth, TX, AZZ 
Incorporated press release, June 5, 3 p. (Accessed June 5, 2015, 
at http://www.azz.com/sites/default/files/documents/AZZ%20-
%20US%20Galvanizing%20Acquistion%20from%20Trinity%20Inds.%20
-%20060515.pdf.) 

CME Group Inc., 2015, CME Group announced the launch of physically 
delivered zinc futures: Chicago, IL, CME Group Inc. press release, May 
18. (Accessed May 18, 2015, at http://investor.cmegroup.com/investor-
relations/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=913620.)

 

 
Figure 3. Average monthly prices and premium for SHG zinc from April 2013–April 2015.  

North American price is based on the LME cash price plus premium. Source: Platts Metals Week. 
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List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive 
notification of USGS minerals information publications and 
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.  
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TABLE 1
SALIENT ZINC STATISTICS1

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

2014
January– January–

DecemberP March April April
Production:

Mine, zinc content of concentrate2 831,000 74,900 70,900 281,000
Mine, recoverable zinc2 803,000 72,400 68,500 272,000
Smelter, refined zince 180,000 14,600 14,700 60,200

Consumption of refined zinc, apparent3 962,000 73,800 74,600 284,000
Imports for consumption:

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 2 -- 19 22
Refined zinc 806,000 60,800 60,000 227,000

Exports:
Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 642,000 13,600 13,800 44,000
Refined zinc 24,400 1,650 109 3,670

Price:4

London Metal Exchange cash, average,
dollars per metric ton 2,161.67 2,028.60 2,206.51 2,112.04

Platts Metals Week North American, average,
cents per pound 107.12 100.40 108.35 104.25

eEstimated. pPreliminary. -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except prices; may not add to totals shown.
2Reported zinc content in both zinc and lead concentrates.
3Smelter production plus imports for consumption minus domestic exports.
4Special High Grade Zinc.

2015

TABLE 2
MINE AND SMELTER PRODUCTION OF ZINC 

IN THE UNITED STATES1

(Metric tons)

Period Zinc content Recoverable Smeltere

2014:
April 69,200 66,800 17,100 3

May 65,500 63,300 17,100 3

June 63,400 61,200 17,100 3

July 66,500 64,200 10,500
August 67,900 65,600 10,500
September 68,700 66,400 10,500
October 65,500 63,200 13,800
November 73,700 71,300 13,800
December 77,500 75,000 15,700
January–December 831,000 803,000 180,000

2015:
January 69,600 67,300 16,300
February 65,800 63,600 14,600
March 74,900 72,400 14,600
April 70,900 68,500 14,700

January–April 281,000 272,000 60,200
eEstimated.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Includes the zinc content in both lead and zinc concentrates.
3Data are based partially on smelter shipments rather than production.

Mine2
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF ZINC1

(Gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Material (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 2 $4 19 $45 22 $48
Unwrought:

Refined zinc 806,000 1,760,000 60,000 134,000 227,000 508,000
Zinc alloys 7,930 17,800 439 989 2,870 6,260

Wrought:
Bars, rods, profiles, wire 2,600 8,210 265 847 983 3,190
Plates, sheets, strip, foil 4,090 15,400 286 1,290 1,240 4,700

Other:
Dross, ashes, fume (zinc content) 8,960 13,200 522 771 1,920 3,090
Powders, flakes, dust 31,600 103,000 2,900 9,080 9,510 30,800
Waste and scrap 24,900 30,900 2,000 2,310 5,690 6,950

Chemicals:
Oxide 125,000 272,000 10,300 23,100 41,000 91,600
Chloride 156 1,330 26 92 52 321
Sulfate 84,200 62,000 9,790 7,790 33,800 25,900
Compounds, other2 4,210 12,400 330 1,510 1,010 4,090

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes zinc sulfide (HTS 2830.90.1000 and 2830.90.1500), chromates of zinc or of lead (HTS 2841.90.4500), and lithopone 
and other pigments and preparations based on zinc sulfide (HTS 3206.42.000).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2014 April January–April
2015
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TABLE 4
U.S. IMPORTS OF ZINC, BY TYPE OF MATERIAL AND COUNTRY1

(Metric tons, gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Material and country 2014 April January–April 2014 April January–April
Ore and concentrate (zinc content):

Canada -- 19 19 -- 19 19
Germany -- -- 3 -- -- 3
Mexico 2 -- -- 2 -- --

Total 2 19 22 2 19 22
Refined zinc:

Australia 46,000 -- -- 115,000 39 39
Austria -- -- -- 557 -- --
Belgium -- -- -- 15,700 9,190 9,440
Brazil -- -- -- 6,590 -- --
Canada 444,000 35,800 153,000 444,000 35,800 153,000
China 61 6 60 663 6 1,650
Italy 18 -- -- 18 -- --
Korea, Republic of -- -- -- 37,900 -- 502
Mexico 103,000 8,730 34,800 104,000 8,730 34,800
Netherlands -- -- -- 1,320 728 1,230
Peru 46,400 2,700 10,400 46,400 2,700 10,400
Spain -- -- -- 34,100 2,830 15,800
Taiwan 81 -- 9 81 -- 9
United Kingdom -- -- -- -- -- 49
Other 1 -- (2) 1 -- (2)

Total 639,000 47,200 199,000 806,000 60,000 227,000
Oxide:

Australia 302 1 2 302 1 2
Belgium 821 18 123 818 18 123
Canada 76,400 5,960 25,100 76,400 5,960 25,100
China 390 64 103 390 64 98
Congo (Kinshasa) 1,440 -- -- 1,440 -- --
Germany 2,740 150 337 2,740 150 337
India 492 -- 176 492 -- 176
Indonesia 185 -- -- 185 -- --
Israel 24 -- -- 24 -- --
Japan 1,050 66 190 1,050 66 190
Malaysia 234 -- -- 234 -- --
Mexico 34,000 3,290 11,900 34,000 3,290 11,900
Netherlands 4,540 521 2,100 4,540 521 2,100
Peru 2,210 213 839 2,210 213 839
Sri Lanka  (Ceylon) 60 -- -- 60 -- --
Taiwan 25 -- -- 25 -- --
Trinidad and Tobago 68 -- -- 68 -- --
Turkey 403 -- 77 403 -- 77
United Kingdom 26 16 106 26 16 106
Other 5 -- 10 5 -- 10

Total 125,000 10,300 41,000 125,000 10,300 41,000
 -- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

General imports Imports for consumption
2015 2015
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TABLE 5
U.S. EXPORTS  OF ZINC1

(Gross weight, unless otherwise specified)

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
Material (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Ore and concentrate (zinc content) 642,000 $1,120,000 13,800 $20,500 44,000 $60,600
Unwrought:

Refined zinc 24,400 57,000 109 337 3,670 9,980
Zinc alloys 27,100 69,900 1,350 3,430 8,880 23,200

Wrought:
Bars, rods, profiles, wire 10,000 19,300 936 1,690 3,310 6,230
Plates, sheets, strip, foil 6,710 24,400 757 2,750 2,570 9,180

Other:
Dross, ashes, fume (zinc content) 27,400 45,700 2,380 3,480 6,850 10,100
Powders, flakes, dust 10,300 32,000 908 2,640 3,530 11,100
Waste and scrap 71,500 93,700 5,610 6,940 20,900 26,300

Chemicals:
Oxide 6,160 20,800 493 1,660 2,490 7,050
Chloride 681 1,000 6 15 119 186
Sulfate 462 512 55 69 134 182
Compounds, other2 2,210 24,300 177 1,700 656 7,110

1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Includes zinc sulfide (Schedule B 2830.90.1000 and 2830.90.1500), chromates of zinc or of lead (Schedule B 2841.90.4500),
 and lithopone and other pigments and preparations based on zinc sulfide (Schedule B 3206.42.0000).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2015
January–AprilApril2014

TABLE 6
AVERAGE PRICES FOR SPECIAL HIGH GRADE ZINC

 North
 American1

Period  ¢/lb.  ¢/lb.  $/t
2014:

April 101.36 92.09 2,030.28
May 102.65 93.44 2,060.01
June 105.47 96.45 2,126.46
July 113.83 104.81 2,310.69
August 114.65 105.64 2,328.88
September 113.06 104.04 2,293.74
October 112.03 103.07 2,272.37
November 111.24 102.47 2,259.05
December 107.26 98.49 2,171.36
January–December 107.12 98.05 2,161.67

2015:
January 104.37 95.72 2,110.32
February 103.90 95.38 2,102.74
March 100.40 92.02 2,028.60
April 108.35 100.09 2,206.51

January–April 104.25 95.80 2,112.04
1Platts Metals Week North American price. Based on the London Metal Exchange
cash price plus premium.
2Average of the cash buyer price and the cash seller and settlement price.

Source: Platts Metals Week.

London Metal Exchange
 cash2
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TABLE 7
LONDON METAL EXCHANGE (LME) STOCKS OF SPECIAL HIGH GRADE ZINC, END OF PERIOD

(metric tons)

Period Detroit, MI New Orleans, LA Other Total Europe Other Total LME
2014:

April 82,025 590,525 1,550 674,100 70,950 26,425 771,475
May 71,325 555,825 1,100 628,250 54,575 25,600 708,425
June 64,100 537,625 750 602,475 40,600 24,875 667,950
July 59,225 539,400 450 599,075 31,550 24,650 655,275
August 52,350 634,900 200 687,450 28,825 24,300 740,575
September 48,400 651,150 -- 699,550 27,475 23,700 750,725
October 47,250 601,275 -- 648,525 26,500 23,200 698,225
November 38,825 585,750 -- 624,575 25,450 22,975 673,000
December 28,850 616,500 -- 645,350 23,000 22,475 690,825

2015:
January 20,575 564,150 -- 584,725 21,175 22,175 628,075
February 11,925 510,300 -- 522,225 20,150 21,800 564,175
March 6,775 463,525 -- 470,300 18,825 21,500 510,625
April 325 425,250 -- 425,575 18,425 24,425 468,425

-- Zero.

Source: London Metal Exchange, Ltd.

United States
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