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BAUXITE AND ALUMINA IN THE SECOND QUARTER 2013

Imports of crude and dried bauxite in the second quarter of
2013 were 2.4 million metric tons (Mt), 10% less than those in
the first quarter of 2013 and 8% less than those in the second
quarter of 2012. Jamaica (48%), Guinea (27%), and Brazil
(24%) were the leading sources of crude dry bauxite imports in
the second quarter of 2013. Imports of crude and dried bauxite
during the second quarter of 2013 decreased by 18% from
Guinea, by 12% from Brazil, and by 5% from Jamaica
compared with those in the first quarter of 2013. Imports of
crude and dried bauxite during the first half of 2013 were
slightly less than those during the first half of 2012.

Imports of alumina during the second quarter of 2013 were
447,000 metric tons (t), 24% less than those in the first quarter
of 2013 and slightly less than those in the second quarter of
2012. The leading sources of imported alumina during the
second quarter of 2013 were Suriname (41%), Australia (32%),
Brazil (12%), and Jamaica (10%). Decreased alumina imports
from Australia of 94,600 t, Suriname of 35,400 t, and Jamaica of
14,100 t accounted for most of the decrease in alumina imports
compared with those in the first quarter of 2013. Imports of
alumina during the first half of 2013 were 11% greater than
those during the first half of 2012.

Exports of alumina during the second quarter of 2013 were
527,000 t, 15% more than those in the first quarter of 2012 and
51% more than those in the second quarter of 2012. The leading
destinations of alumina exported during the second quarter of
2013 were Canada (44%), Egypt (20%), and Iceland (12%).
Increased alumina exports to Egypt of 51,800 t, Norway of
49,000 t, and Canada of 23,100 t accounted for most of the
increase in alumina exports compared with those in the first
quarter of 2013. Exports of alumina during the first half of 2013
were 22% greater than those during the first half of 2012.

Update

Ormet Corp. (Hannibal, OH) curtailed production at its
540,000-metric-ton-per-year (t/yr) Burnside, LA, alumina
refinery owing to the partial shutdown of the 270,000-t/yr
Hannibal, OH, aluminum smelter that it supplies. Ormet shut
down two potlines with a combined capacity of 90,000 t/yr at
the Hannibal smelter at the beginning of August citing a

decision by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio denying a
request for lower power rates (Ormet Corp., 2013b; Vaporean,
2013). Ormet filed for bankruptcy protection on February 25,
citing low aluminium prices, high power costs, high debt levels,
and legacy costs as reasons for the filing. An asset purchase
agreement signed with Smelter Acquisition, LLC [a subsidiary
of Wayzata Investment Partners LLC (Wayzata, MN)] for
substantially all of Ormet’s assets, was awaiting court approval
(Ormet Corp., 2013a).

In July, Vedanta Resources plc restarted the 1.4-million-
metric-ton-per-year Lanjigarh, India, alumina refinery and
planned to operate it at 60% of capacity. Vedanta shut down the
refinery in December 2012, citing bauxite shortages owing to
permitting delays for mining nearby deposits and an inability to
purchase bauxite from other sources. (See Bauxite in the Third
Quarter 2012.) Bauxite from suppliers in Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
and Jharkhand States was being used while Vedanta continued
to seek mine permits (Times of India, The, 2013; Vedanta
Resources plc, 2013).
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TABLE 1

U.S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF CRUDE AND DRIED BAUXITE?

(Metric tons)

2013
1st quarter—
Country 2012 1st quarter 2d quarter 2nd quarter
Imports (for consumption):
Brazil 2,590,000 658,000 577,000 1,230,000
Guinea 2,760,000 775,000 638,000 1,410,000
Jamaica® 4,760,000 ' 1,210,000 1,150,000 2,360,000
Other 275,000 16,000 35,100 51,100
Total 10,400,000 " 2,660,000 2,400,000 5,060,000
Exports:
Canada 8,810 842 1,190 2,030
Mexico 797 -- -- --
Other 994 187 214 401
Total 10,600 1,030 1,400 2,430
"Revised. -- Zero.
Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
?Data from the Jamaica Bauxite Institute.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau; data adjusted by the U.S. Geological Survey.
TABLE 2
U.S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF CALCINED BAUXITE, BY COUNTRY*!
(Metric tons)
2013
1st quarter—
2012 1st quarter 2d quarter 2d quarter
Refrac- Refrac- Refrac- Refrac-
Country tory Other tory Other tory Other tory Other
Imports (for consumption):
Australia - 93,200 - 43,100 - - - 43,100
Brazil - 2,280 6,550 45,000 3,040 - 9,590 45,000
China 37,700 10,800 6,830 5,370 15,800 2,140 22,600 7,510
Greece - 81,000 - - - - - -
Guyana 46,000 102,000 15,400 18,200 11,800 67,900 27,200 86,000
Other 377 32,200 18 983 72 202 90 1,190
Total 84,200 321,000 28,800 113,000 30,700 70,200 59,500 183,000
Exports:
Canada 4,400 - 487 - 1,420 - 1,910 -
India -- 20 -- -- -- -- -- --
Malaysia -- -- -- 60 -- -- -- 60
Mexico 829 12,200 122 - 193 - 315 -
United Arab Emirates 250 -- -- -- 228 -- 228 --
Other 1,040 456 499 - 174 - 673 -
Total 6,520 12,700 1,110 60 2,010 -- 3,120 60
-- Zero.

!Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; data adjusted by the U.S. Geological Survey.



TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF ALUMINA'

(Metric tons, calcined equivalent)

2013
1st quarter—
Country 2012 1st quarter 2d quarter 2d quarter
Imports (for consumption):?
Australia 632,000 239,000 144,000 383,000
Brazil 241,000 52,300 " 52,600 105,000
Jamaica® 51,300 61,000 46,900 108,000
Suriname 754,000 220,000 184,000 404,000
Other 223,000 18,200 19,600 37,800
Total 1,900,000 590,000 ' 447,000 1,040,000
Exports:”
Canada 781,000 207,000 230,000 437,000
China 58,700 724 670 1,390
Egypt 82,300 52,500 * 104,000 157,000
France 1,060 130" 111 241
Georgia 228,000 59,000 31,500 90,500
Iceland 247,000 61,100 62,100 123,000
Mexico 96,200 6,760 " 7,010 13,800
Netherlands 32,000 1,040 " 1,170 2,210
Norway 185 41 49,100 49,100
Russia 120,000 59,700 30,600 90,300
Other 124,000 11,600 * 10,300 21,900
Total 1,770,000 460,000 " 527,000 987,000
"Revised.

!Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

?Includes imports of aluminum hydroxide reported in calcined equivalent. As shipped, aluminum
hydroxide: 180,000 (revised) metric tons (t) in 2012; 57,900 t in the first quarter of 2013 and 37,600 t in

the second quarter of 2013.

®Data from Jamaica Bauxite Institute.
*Includes exports of aluminum hydroxide reported in calcined equivalent. As shipped, aluminum
hydroxide: 134,000 t in 2012; 21,800 t in the first quarter of 2013 and 30,900 t in the second quarter

of 2013.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; data adjusted by the U.S. Geological Survey.
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