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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 	 JT 


221i. New Customhouse 	 - 
Denver 2, Colorado	 : 


January 15, 1958	 --'--


To:
	


Secretary to the Operating Committee, 


From:
	


DMEA Field Team, Region iii	 [1L1[/ 
Subject: Application for DMEA Aid (Copper) Good Venture Mining 


Company (Comstock Mine) Larime County, Wyoming 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of the subject 
application. One copy of the application is being retained in 
our file.


The Applicant submitted only one copy of the lease 
which is attached to the original copy of the application. The 
Applicant advised that he would obtain two more bids for drilling 
and two sets of maps to complete his application. 


The Applicant plans to explore the property by core 
drilling at a total estimated cost of $30,000.00. 


W. H. King
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t ON FOR AID IN AN	 - 


PRO 'ECT PURSUAN	 REGION "Docket No. 2211 .i...."f. ?L 
'	 .'	 JffER cOL.	 Por Mineral ................... 


R 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE 	 .	 Date Received 
ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED .	 Estimated Cost 


-	 Participation (Government '%)'.:-------------------


. '•	 INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address	 Cood Venture u1nin Coxnany 


----------------------------p__9y-----------------------------------------------------------------------.------------------------.- -----------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. Incorporated in Cheyenne, Wyoming 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names- and addresses of officers. see supplement 
.(d) If. a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. ' 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order '1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad rupTicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on theform for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers' by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; Or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive-officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract 	 8.S--attachedFig.i 


(b) State any mine name by which. the property is known: GorclstO ck 1ine 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. Copy attached, Fig.l	 ,	 .-.	


0	 ' 	


-:-	 . 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or 'encumbrances on it-----------------------------------------------------


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded' 
location notice.	 patented JncJ,,	 .. .	 -	 . 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. See supp ienient 


lb) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. See supplement 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. See supplement 


(d) State the facts with -respect to the accessibility of the project: Accessroacls, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.	 See supplement 	 .	 , ,	 . .	 .	 0 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. See supplement 1-66551-i







5. The exploration project.— (a) State the mineral or minerals for which 	 wish to explore --------------------------------------
•	 -------Coe---sfid......... 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. See suppleiaent	 - 


(c) The work will start within . 3O-days and be completed within -----------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. See sun1ernent 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you wiffave to use a serate sheet)1, 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: ee $uppinent 


(a) Independent con-tracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including iLtems of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished• by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as . the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost. of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project.. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations, to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a- detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—NO items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec 7, DMEA No.. 1)? Yes 


(b) How do you propose te- furnish your share of the costs? 	 . 


Money	 -	 -Use of equipment owned by you	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or other-wise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated ---------.nuarylO-- , 195 


	


. . -.	 .	 Good Veñtre Min Cpy 


-	 . .	
.	 B.1?'1----(cant) Pre 


.... 
Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Secflon 1001, makes it 0 Criminal offense to make a wiU1,Ily false statement or reprentation to any depart-


ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVIRNMENT PRINTING orricc	 16-66551-1 


/ ,,..	 / 7







' GOOD YTU1tE 1IIiG CO., 
OFFICERS	 408 BOYD BLDG.	 CHEYENNE, WYO.	


58 HARRY E. FERGUSON	 SUPPINT	 . 
rrr	 .	 - \ U) VICE.PRESIDENT 


T. L. "TED" JOHNSTON	
FO	 MF-103	 I TREASURER 


HARRY E. RUCKMAJ'J 


	


1. (c) Pros. Harry E. Ferguson, Box 621, Cheyenne, Wyo ing 	 •' - 
V.P. Theo. L. Jojnston, 801 So. 11th St. Larane-yoing_ 
Se cy-Treas, 'Harry E. &.c1cuan 213 W. 6th Ave. ChenwyomingJ" 


. Pysica1 Description	 •--
(a)Mine first worked in 1882 and intenittently up=tol93.MineJ 


workings consist of a: 205 foot vertical shaft nd 1000 feet 
drifts and tu.anels driven from the shaft on 3 
exous shallow pits on the surface along the vein (See Map:iFig.2) 
These workings were all cleaned out during the past year by the; 
Good Venture Mining Company. The water in the shaft and drifts 
below the 100 foot level were pumped out but are now filled with 
water again. All workings along the 100 foot level, and above, 
are accessible. There is an air.operated water pump at the bottom 
of the shaft that can puni all the water out 


t us aaking all workings accessibJe. 


(b) Past pxoducti6n smelted in small smelter nearby - no records. 
Two carloads of ore shipped in 1915, since then none. 
Mine now idle. No ore rese±ves bloôked out. 
Samples 0£ ore range from 3.5 to 2110% Cu, 0 to 14 o z. Ag &0 to • 2o z n 


(c) The fon'aation consists of granite - gneiss with intrusions oi 


oneePIg), Mineralization below the 100 foot lei1 
massive 


Above the 100 foot level the minerals are mostly azurite and mala-
chite with some spots of- native capper. The underground workings 
do not appear to be consistent with the veins showing on the sur-
face and it appears that the' oldtiniers missed the main ore body. 
It is believed that by core drilling at right angles to heorezone 


gossibthtiesoen 
ering ore in substantial ç .uantity. See maps attached) 	 - --


(d) The mine is 22 miles west of Cheyenne, 15 miles of oiled road and 
7 miles of improved country road; reached in hour from Cheyenne 
and open all year except in extreme winter snows. The surrounding 
area is covered by scattered cattle ranches. 	 - 


(e) Materials, equipment etc. are available in Cheyenne. Water in the 
shaft and a small stream is ample for mining and a. small mill. 
Public Service power crosses the property and supplies the mine with 
lights, and small motors,







GOOD YTU1tE HIIG CO., I 1:C. 
408 BOYD BLDG.	 CHEYENNE, WYO. 


SUPPLE'NT 
OF 


FORM ItF1O3 
Page 2 


OFFICERS	 - 
PRE8I DEN I 
HARRY E. FERGUSON 


VICE. PR ES IDE N I 
T. L. "TED" JOHNSTON 


TREASU RER 
HARRY E. RUCKMAN


5. The project. 
(b)	 drilling f$m two 


underground and five points'on the surf ,a	 F 
me d.riiling program as tentatively layed out Ln.g 
desigzied to explore , the ore zone to a depth ofJipro 
0O feet over a total length of 1500 feet.


ints 


(d.) The planning, layout and organization is being done by the same 
personnel that successfully organized and executed the drilling 
project on the nearby Copper King Mine in 1952-53, namely the 
officers listed under 1.(c). 


6. Coeta 


vision were set up on a contract basis. Since the major part of 
the work is core drilling, a drilling contractor was contacte& 


In estimating costs, drilling, core-splitting, assays, and super-


and his prices quoted for the drilling. 


(a) 1. Underground drilling: 
For preparing two drill stations underground ---- 4O0.00 


/.^Ok'l'(2$ 
9f2.'Q	 Drilling from 0 to 250 ft. AX size, per ft. 	 ---	 4.25 


7$	 -S" -3)7	 F	 Vt	 " 250 to 500 Ft "	 "	 Vt	 Vt	
___	 495 . 


Furnishing own compressor add $1.00 per ft. 
Estimate for drilling 5 holes totaling 2000 Ft. underground 


il,425.	 $11,425.00' and preparing station 


2. Surface drilling: 
Drilling from 0 to 250 ft. AX size, per ft. 


250 to 500"	 Vt	 H Vt 


Reaming and cementing extra. 
Estimate for drilling	 n,,500ft.	 __________ 


Total drilling contract cost.


$5.30 
6.00 


--	 ,125.00 
$25,550.00 


(b) Supervision and engineering 
Contract 100.00 per mo. for 5 no. $500.00 / 


(C) Power for lights and pump, $15 per mo for 5 no. ---	 75.00 1 
(d) (e) (f) Drilling contractor will furnish all equipment to be 


used. No new installations nor repairs to present buildings 
planned. 


(g) '.iiLisce11. 
Core splitting at l2 per ft. for 4500 ft. --- 	 540.00 


,vI < p1/	 ssaying of ore-bearing samples. 200 © $3.00 --- 	 600.00 
/	 COSTS ESTI1ATL!D	 -------------------------------- Zf,}Y).UU 


'	 (h) Contingencies, 10%	 - 2,725.00 
GthND IOTAL	 -----------------------------------$30,000 • 00 


7. (b) Share of costs will be furnished by funds from stockholders of the 
Good Venture Mining Company.







L)MEA 
nstock Copper Mine	 PLTMNT OF THE IN 1 ERIO 


Sectioi 13, Town. 14, Range 70W. 
Si1ve' Crown Mining District 	 JAN22 1958 


Larainie County, Wyoming	 REGION Ill 
DLNVER, COLORADO 


Date of Assay	 Gold Oz. Silver Oz. Copper % 
2-3-11	 .00	 .00	 66.60 
4-18-15	 .03	 •66	 4.80 
4-6-15	 .12	 7.08	 6.00 
4-7-15	 .02	 9.'70	 41.35 
6-7-15	 .02	 .50	 2.01 
7-25-17	 .04	 •'70	 14.70 
5-6-18	 .08	 1.60	 3.10 
5-3-18	 .04	 11.56	 6.50 
5-16-18	 Trace	 2.80	 6.90 


	


\6-13-49	 .02	 1.20	 4.00 
/	 -13-49	 .02	 1.00	 6.00 


	


-l3-49	 .02	 1.00	 3.50 


\ /Samples assayed by AS&R Co. Omaha Plant 
North drift, cross section of vein 	 .05	 5.15	 9.70 


\ // South drift, winze	 .07	 1.93	 8.70 
/ North drift, wall rock	 .00	 .40	 1.70 
// Bottom of shaft, 240 feet 	 .04	 2.66	 12.90 
/ North drift, 20 feet from shaft 	 Trace	 14.00	 18.20 


L/ South drift	 .00	 .20	 .98 
(/ Shaft, 210 from surface	 .00	 .50	 .78 


7 No description	 .07	 1.18	 8.80 
6-29-20 Concentrates 	 .20	 21.80	 31.26 
10-11-18 Car control	 .04	 1.25	 5.74 
7-19-15 48,217 lb. Oar load to 
AS&R Co. Omaha Plant	 .83	 11.02	 .74 
3-14-16 25L14 lb. Car load to 
AS&R Co. Omaha Plant	 .00	 1.35	 8.00 
5-13-55 Mineral Jig Test, 
Head sample	 .04	 1.02	 5,85 
Ratio of concentration 9.9 to 1 
18.2 per cent of total gold	 .06 
24.2 per cent of total silver	 2.38 
35.2 per cent of total copper	 17.72 
The results of this test show that while the jig treatment 
will make a worthwhile recovery of the values from 1th1.s--ore-_-----
the reconended method of treatment would also incid 
tation to raise the recovery to an economically dejirable 
figure.	 JN 


Earrv' . Fertheen- - ___ ____ 


F
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fiLJK 5
ASSIGNJ'1NT 


KTOW ALL IEN Bi THE PRESS, that we Harr LjeDson and 
.T. LJohnston he w thir named lessee, for and in consideration of 


Sum of One o larsL	 to me in hand paid, th.e t'eeipt of 
"'which' is bereby ac1mowleded, do herby sell, assign, transfer and 


±!!_—	 set over unto Good Venre MnipCo.,	 a certain "	 Goid Silver an6 Copper' lese descrfbid as follows: 


All that certain piece or parcel cf land situated in Sec. 13, 
1vp. 14 North flange 70 West of te 6th P. I'1. in Laraine County, Wo. 
The whole containing 4C ars of land, be the same more or less. 


TO JijVE A1W I'O HOLD unto the said Oodre1jnjn Co. 
successors and assigns subject to the terms and condi.tons theei.n 
cont r med. 


iN WI19.S WH.H1OF, I have h.reuto set m hand and. ea1 this 
day of January, A. 1), 956 


I'


T__o 
W?tness to Lessee 
77


L	 ____ 
Witness to Lessee 


STAi1 OF _________ 


County of	 a)


Lf' 
Les see 


On thIs _______ day of Jnuarv D.	 hfo	 ie 
appeared HarrJ. Prgso aT.l. JOhnsIQn to m	 knovm to be	 ip 
personsdescribed. in and	 *io execu!:'.d ':	 'oin.	 1r"tru:ient, an 
a1mowledzed that	 eyeecut s is thero p 	 ct	 'fld deed. 


.
my hand and seal ti	 Tay of Jamr,	 .. i.e.	 153 • ,r1.,\ ..	 ''tiissiori	 ex.res: August 2EL 


/Jfl


_____ ___ - .


Assimentaoroy	 o7	 n 


ETh	 1 


r.:. 
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E 4I INQLAE	 - - 


THIS LEASE entid Into thie )5i day of n	 i96i 1- --
b aid beeen The Cotfltock Coppei' Mnth Cpny, 	 p.t4-onj-
firt party hereinafter called the 4'leor" and H	 jJjgusoii--. 


rid	 L. Johnston, soôOnd parties; called the "iesse 1e	 I	 L. 
Lessor, in consIderatIon of a do	 p	 ent of 


ad ño/100 o1lars ($100.00) and oya.tIe t be paid] rd th ccv-. 
énants and agreement8 hereinafter ontained nd to be	 rorined b 
the lóssee, does hereby grant and lease to fhe lessees the exclus. 
lye right and	 iileg	 and renove frol?i 
anv 1bdo lead. vein	 ledó or ai y deix,it which	 roporly bO

1asif1ed as a lode deposit andIspose cf all the jI7 silvers 
l9t1hum, 1nc, copp6	 lead, 1roi cobalt, tustén 'and associated 
ota18 of whatever kind In or under the tollowing-desoibed land, 


twit:


All that certaiti piece or parcel of land situated in Sec. 13, 
¶N4. :LI4 Worth, Rargo 70 West of t 6th P. M., in trarnIè County, 
wo.: 


'	 BeInn1ng at a p1nt on the South boundary of said Sec. 13, 
distant	 ft. fi'oin the SW corner of saId sectIo 	 thence 


'	 North 3cj;t west 70 feet to the southwest corner of the 
V:14	 Lode MinIng claim, the place of begInnri; thenco north 3 2L1' 


west 7O feet to a take at the center of the west side line of 
said Cometock Lode Mining Claim; thence North 140	 east 750 
ft. to the NE corner of said mining claim: thence North 30 Esst 
1500 ft. to the 14W corner of the Good Venture Lode p ining C1a1m 
thence south 89° 57' east 600 feet to the NE corner of said Good 
Venture Lode Mining ClaIm: thence S 3° West 1500 feet to the 
corner of said Good Venture Lode Mining claim; thence soitb 14 54' 
West 750 feet to a take at the center of the east line of said 
Cômstock Lode Mining claim; thence south 3° 24' east 750 feet to 
the SE corner of the s aid Comstock Lode ?4inIng 1aim; thence North 
89° 57' West 600 fet to the SW corner of said Oomstock Lode Min-
thg Claim, the same being the piece of counnencement, the whole 


•	 containing 40 acres of land, being the se mor8 or less, and the 
same being the premises known as and èailed the Conistock and 
Good Venture Lode Mining Claims and situated in the Sliver Crown 
Mining District in the Cainty of Laramie, State of Wyoming; to-
gether with the right to construct and maintain thereon all struc-
tures and atpurtenatices necessary to the full etjoment thereof. 


This lease sha1 reMain In full forøe and effect fora term - 
of twenty years fr and after the date hereof, hereby granting to 


• lessees option to renew same f or a like period, and upon the sae 
texiii and conditions a hereIn Set fort,_ ssees to teroise op-i 
tIor by ih'itten notice In writing to lessor not later than sixty 
days prior to the e:xpiration of this 1ease 


In consideration of the demise of said premisei lessees 
covenant and agree: 


TO make all paynents as due or accruing hereunder to lessor. 


TO pay to less	 a royalty on each and ever one of the metals 
herein leased, mined, produced, saved or marketed frovi the aforesaid 
land In value at the mine as follows: 


ore of a value	 0.0l to	 l0.00 2 
"	 "	 '4	 '4	


"	 l0.0i to	 20.00 - 
'4	 '4	 '4	


'	 20.0l to	 30a00 - 
'4	


'4	 $30.01 to	 50.00 - 7% 
'4	 '4	


$50.01 to	 l00.00 - -	 l0. 
'4	 '4	 '4	


'4	 Over $100.00 - -







'S 
BOOK 5B	
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I. determin1n the idné v1uee of the tree und the Bi56v 
sthedule uh v8iuës h1i be taken a the .iiee t th t'udê 


the 1ne, àfte dèdcti the ote bf	 átibfl 3id 
ei fter 8hrges, or the net smelter retrta If óô	 rate8 are 


hipped to the eme1te a record ha11 be kept of the	 nage of 
drudO ores actüaill	 et'ated in each eepeeti	 tinent of 
onentrtes and the Ore value per ton for	 alty,puiposee shall 



be haeed on the per t6 a1ue of the crude ore so thvbiOd before 
doPeótr' tion 


P make payment in fiill on or befo'e the 20th d of the 
oa1ridsr month and suô6eediAg t he month .'oductibfl for eli me-. 
ta1 mined from the l gL.id and to frn1s1Mithli stateents 1 there-' 
with shorg In ton8 ot' ubiO yeards the aiiiount of 11 ore mined. 


That 11 m1nin operatIons and workings shall b conducted 
In uoh a manner so a to remoVe all valuable meti	 d ores of

the metals In the deposits worked so tar as is ec omially poe-' 
sible; that all shaftS, InclInes and tunnels shall bn well timbered 
(w1Cn good mining practice requIres timbering) that ai. underground 
tixüberIri placed In the mInes and necessary to the preservation of 
the property and safety of the woren shall be kept Ih good condi-. 
tiôn ar repair, and at no tIme shall such timbering be removed Un-. 
less all of the valule ore has been reved, and such removal, will 
In hO way or marther interfere with or prevent future mining opera-
tIons in the land; ths.t st the expiration of this 1ee, or earlier 
terminatIon thereof, s.11 underground timberings hai1. become the 
property of the lessor without compensation therefor to the lessees; 
that eli parts or workinìgs when the ore is not exhausted and. for 
good reasons not being worked shell he kept free of taternd debris; 
that underground workings will he protected against .ti"e arid flood, 
and creeps and squeezes wIll be checked wItout delay, and to leave 
such pillars as may be necesaar to support the cover and protect 
th5 slopes, air courses, monways, end hauling roadS. 


o comply wIth all Stete statutory requirements and valid 
reulations thereunder.


y Interest therein, nor suble4 
consent In writing of the Ia-Not to assignthis lease or an 


ari portion. thereof except with the 
so tirt had and obtained. 


To deliver the leased premises wIth all perthsient Improve-
ments thereon, In good order arid condition, in case of forfeiture 
of thIs lease; but this shall riot he construed to prevent the re-
moVal, alteration or renewal of eqi.pment and improvements in the 
ordinary course of operations. 


ThIs lease is granted wIth the express understanding ht 
prospeotin, lode m inirig, and the recovery of the aluEhle mineral 


(\ content of the above . described lands shall he pursued with dili-
4 pence, and if at sry tIme the lessor has reasonable belief tact 
/ the ope'atIons are nct being so co:ducted, it shall so notif. ie.s-


sees in writing, and if complIance is not promptly obtained and 
the delinquency fully satisfied, it may then, at the end of any 
lo&se year, declare this said lease terminated. 


In the event that the lessees shall fail to make payment 
o rentals and royalties, as herein provided, or make default in 
the performance of aiy of the terms ani covenanté hereof, the les-
sor shall serve notiôe of such fellure or default upon the lessees, 
and If such failure or default contInues for a period 'of ttIrty 
days thereafter, then and In thet event the lessor maya at Its op-
tion, declare .a forfeiture, and cancel this ] ase, whereupon. all 
rIghts arid privileges obtained by the lessees hereunder shall tsr-. 
minate and cease, and the lesor may reenter and take possession of 


-.2-







4O1	 PllBiag 
said proises but thee provisIons shall ttot be obnsttkted to 
prevent the oxercise y lessor of any lega) or eqüi ble remedy 
which lesor m1ht otheiise have. 


It Is agreed thst each obligation hereufldet há1 extend 
to and b binding upo, and every benefit hereof h1ltnure to, 
the heiS, eectitor administrators, sucCssor8 o 	 igne of 
thó respective psrtie hereto. 


WITNESS WHEREOF, ssor has caused thes premises to 
be execütid by its ofricers by authority of its Board of Direct-
or and the seal of the corporation to be affixed ad lessees 
•hae signed these pre1iIses in the manner followth 


wr:rNEsS


L)


THE COMSTOCK COP, I4INING COMPANY 


''-'p 
By	


esidnt 


Attest:	 4-1:410-'-\ 
'' Secretary 


Lea Bee S


__) 







it 


,{	 / 


R-70-W
	


R-69-W
	


R-66-W
	


R-67-W


1 
l wo MNG 


CASPER-	 LARAMIE 
I	 COUNTY 


c9
	


L	
GHEYEN?iEA


T 
14 
N 


>-
z	 1 


13 
N -jv


I 
12 


C	 •O L 0 R	 - A D	 0 


0 2 4 8


I







..Y... ••:•i


"LW :. I
II •1







U4EAForm7	


c	
a	 oa


	 OFFICIAL FILE COP 


(12-6)	 __	 I4 
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Hc. tramk 1. Barrett 
United State Senate 
WasI2isgten 25, . C.


Re: Docket lo.	 A.'4921 (Ccp3sr) 
Gog4 V.z*r. Ktning Ccia 
Oo*etoek)M 


tear Sen*tor Bi'rett: 


Tha* jon tor jo* 1.ttr of 11*7 15, 1958, •ncloaing a 


CO7 of Mr. Henry i. F.rjuson's letter to u of !-a 34. 


I *ppz*ctat* had.*g )tr. ereou's co.nts on - 


letter to 70fl of AprLl 25.


Sincerely o&i'$, 


C 0 Mittendorf 


Ad*ini8trator 


WPKlugescheid/FEJohnson/er/bih 
May 2]., 195 
cc to: Files (DocketY 


Adm. Reading File 


DL 
DCCO 
Secretary's Reading File 
Mr. McMahon - USBM 
Mr. Kiflsgaard - USGS 
Region III (2)


PRS-.0233 


Cross Ref. PRS 9237


B623
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Bon. Frank A. aarratt 
•	 United Statee Senate 


Waahington 25, 1). C..


Re: Docket Mo. D)A492I. (Copper) 
Good Ven1urs NLning Conarr 
Coasto3c M.ne 
Lar'a$e Cowty, Wyoaing 


Dear Senator Barretti 


I have received OU1b 1eter dated )J&y 15, 1958, 


and * copy of *". iarry £. Feaao&s letter which ac-


cospanied it, fgr thich 1 tb*xi iron. 


I read .a	 ote W. .rg*eon's comnnta.. 


SincGreiy yonre, 


£diøinistrátor• 
WPKluge scheid/er 5/20/58 
Copy to: sec. Read. File 


DL 
DCCO 
AdznrRFile 
Docket/> 
Mr. McMahon, USBI4 
1Ir. Kiilsgaard, USGS 
Region III (2) 
Chron.


PRS..0233 


Cross Ref. PRS 9237


8623
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•j.	 I.. 
JAMES E. MURRAY. MONT., CHAIRMAN 


CLINTON P. ANDERSON. N. MEX. EUGENE 0. MIWKIN, C 
RUSSELL. B. LONG, LA. GEORGE W. MALONE, NEV. 
HENRY M. JACKSON. WASH. ARTHUR V. WATKINS, UTAH 
JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY, WYO. HENRY DWORSHAK, IDAHO 
W. KERR SCOT1, N. C. ThOMAS H. KUCHEL, CALIF. 
ALAN BIBLE, NEV. FRANK A. BARREr1, WYO. 
RICHARD L. NEUBERGER, OREG. BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ. 


RICHARD L. CALLAGHAN, CHIEF CLERK


S 
'11Cnfte .tatcz Sjenate 


COMMITTEE ON

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 


May 15, 1958


Mr0 C 0 O Mittendorf, Administrator 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Department of Interior 
Washington 25, D0 C0 


Dear Mr0 Mittendorf: 


Reference is made to your letter of April 25 regarding 
the loan application of the Good Venture Mining Company 
of Laramie, Wyoming, Docket No0 DMEA-4921 (Copper) 


I forwarded your letter to Mr0 Ferguson of the Good Venture 
Mining Company and asked for his reactions to the infornia= 
tion contained in your letter0 So that you might have the 
benefit of Mr0 Fergusons comments on your April 25 letter, 
I am enclosing herewith a copy of his correspondence0 


With very best wishes and kindest personal regyrds, I am 


SiI4ely your$/ 


Frank A, Barrett, USS 







II TcZ	 -j-. 


• ;'	 GOil	 JiI	 JI1U	 O9 lliJ0 


OrFICINS	 408 8OYD 3LOG.	 CYNNE. WYO. 
P*I$ID&NT 
HARRY E. FERGUSON 


•	 May 14, 1958 
ViCt.PE5IOtNT 


T. L. "TED" JOHNSTON 


T.ABUE 
HARRY E. RUCKNAN 


Senator Frank A. Barrett 
Senate Office Building 
Wsshington, D. C. 


Dear Senator: 


Thank ou for your letters of April 22nd snd 29th 
mfl( enc1oin the letter to you from the Defense M1nra1s 



	


xp loret,inn Administrstinn r ard i n	 ur R;rnlicatlon for 
DMEA 1', Ycu r	 I-• 


fnrl-h In hc let t r irmed by Mr. Mit.tenciorf. 


MIr.1n Comany dd 
nd r b' owners 


businesses and re 
believe there re 
during Norld Wers 


Paragraph thre: The Good Venture 
not lesse the rrorerty until Jsnuary 1 
of the mine have been engaed in other 
not esneciafly interested In mining. I 
many properties that were nt operated 
I and II snd the Korean Wer. 


Parareh six: It 1$ true that the formation gives 
w	 to sn unfevorable host rock frori the TIflfl foot level 
to the 205 foot level in the shaft and the vein becomes 
tcht nd unmineraUzed for he most psrt, however an 
qppreciahle amount of ore was mined from the 172 foot 
level and most. of this ore Is plied on th dump. At an-
prox1me.tel 22F feet northst O te shaft on i-he 20F 
f 00 t- level, the rormon changes to s fine re1ned 
gne1s w itb hi,zr ii crsde cor"-'er mIner15zation. This fine 
greined	 Ts	 ho'k: rock fo m1nrallzation i 
the en*ire dsr1ct, r1i rc 'be Co'er Kinr.r rroperty. 
rp	 ma.lor r:rrt1on of the c	 on dump v's mined in this 
nree nd is the favorhl er's to exr'lore h? drillin g et 


-'the' of	 rroxm]y	 r-40C Peet qd j ef 1 t- c iy ct 
the unfavorable	 During t he examination by t-he DMEA 
Fe1d Team, the Bureau or Mines• entine e r remarked that 
the formation had changed when we reched this area. 


ParagraTh seven: It IS our firm belief that the shaft 
and drifts are not on the main vein and probabl y accounts 
for the vein becoming tiht and unrnineralize for the most 
part as it extends awy from the main vein. Dur.1n the ex-
amInation, the engineer mentioned several tirns that the 
vein annroximately 220 feet east of the shaft. "ithes up 
with the well defined vein tc the north", where more than 
.50 rercent of the roosed drilling was nianned.







•1•.	
. 


The vein where the shaft and drifts are extends beyond the 
property line at a p oint about 420 feet southwest and the 
owners of the pronerty evIdently were of the same opinion 
as we are when they extended the pro perty lines to the 
south instead oP to the soithwest. 


Paragranh eight: Mr0 Mittendorf l.a correct in stat-
ing that the Copter King Mine in the pm vicinity, was 
the subject of a DMEA application which was denied on 
October 23, l92. Soon after the DMEA loan was denied,the 
Coper• King Comrany drilled five holes for a total foot.-
age of 2,335 feet with privte canital. Mineralization 
oceure in ever foot drilled. In the fall of 1953 4-he 
Bureau of Mines apnroved an apropriation of 20,O00.nO 
on the rrore r ty end dri 1 e 	 iree holes for a lota1 foot-
a ge of 2,6'5 f'eet. The opr rin uiirnn '.omy-
countered nod ore below	 feot and the Bureau of M5re 
in hole BM3 encountered commercial ore from the .urfqr'e 
to a depth of 503 feet, wh i ch conclusively proved that 
the ore did not. consistently decrease below 150 feet. 
Report of Investiations 5139, Copper King Mine, Copper-
uold-Sllver De p osits, Silver Crown Mitng District, 
Laramie County, Wyoming. Unfed States Denartment of the 
Interior, June 1955. 


y our a iltanoe reardin the loan Is deeply 
appreciated. We are naturally 1sappointed, however we 
wish to thank Mr. Mttencorf for reconsIdering the 
application.


Yours sincerely. 


Harr9E 0 Ferson
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Enclosures


Frank A. Barrett, USS 


JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT., CHAIRMAN 
CLiNTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX. EUGENE 0. MILLIKIN, C 
RUSSELL B. LONG, LA. GEORGE W. MALONE, NEV. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. ARTHUR V. WATKINS, UTAH 
JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY, WYO. HENRY DWORSHAK, IDAHO 
W. KERR SCOTT, N. C. 
ALAN BIBLE, HEy .


ThOMAS H. KUCHEL, CALIF. 
FRANK A. BARRETT, WYO. enate .tt1tCZ RICHARD L. NEUBERGER, OREG. BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ. 


RICHARD L. CALLAGHAN, CHIEF CLERK COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS


April 22, 1958 


Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Administrator 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf: 


PR.S 
APR 2 31958 .R2317 


I REPLY TO BE 
1 PRELPARED BY: 


SIGNATURE 


COPY OF LETTER FIJRPIISHED 


jVRLI 
REPLY COPY TO ABVE 


• Attached hereto is a copy, with enclosures, of a letter 
with reference toyour Docket No. DME.A-.4921 ptngr, Comstock 
Mine, Laramie County, Wyoming, which I received from Mr. Harry E. 
Ferguson, President of the Good Venture Mining Co., Inc. In view 
of Mr. Ferguson t s statements relative to the extent of the copper 
mineralization on their claims and, also, the fact that drilling 
in the district would act as an economic stimulant, I would 
appreciate your reconsidering your decision on the Good Venture 
Mining Company's loan application. It seems to me that partici-
pation by the Government in this exploration work can be justified. 


When you reply to this letter, would you please give me 
an answer to the questions raised by Mr. Ferguson in the fourth 


agraph of his letter. Also, would you return the enclosed &27 
ps after they have served their purpose.


tfours very 
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. 24 
Miig C 


tarte Caur* 


Srttd te
, 0. C.
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'øi, uo* i*4*td et,tr t*	 yo*' *ttex 
, 1953.	 that *tr $* 


*C1,iOI	 *	 bt	 t*t	 a4fl *t*Iti4 
*tt* in the	 oirtt o t'iø Citac flr* C*z	 tt*c, £ * 
*roMUr rvLs*d	 order to rr4a tt ot ip

thts *4 **i%ie* teb 


* AtOk ** C1 iø*	 ttt*. e. 
ttar t *r$to*.	 *9Li$ * 


tm irunt ot *ir *14ø st* dew1.it *cr *s d	 td is ' 
:ero st#e, drt 3t! Ed	 O4t 4O* Qt øO*1 *t 


o*eo *4	 tb1ts r4i*%1on røor	 t*ø 
1	 si tve the	 ato'* 


3	 t	 :..	 fl1M;	 i4: 


It	 vb^* nckst. thsl.	 r*rt*	 Xttot 
4ted *tc*	 ii stt* tIme sente rtas s b&* 


•ei 44&.	 si1e	 rin ti4	 Ed * th OX*tt r. 


retos *	 tat	 O Jifl' 
4 *3	 esisøt 1Lr secom idtb *r ot**L 


ez*st*s a 1r*U*lu7 mtev * cct7 r*ds3ists or the 
J.. Oiio1oçtce	 f	 Of 
' *aiint*. oumx	 Vte 


th 1e** 'er *t mer aran at *n onm1te *th*tton 
the *irt by	 o3.tst	 *	 etMer *t** Vttt 


Afl 1i*$ r*ct. b*2! Mtis *r 2*T Nw!t t'y iøntcir 
or t tw *e1**	 *sin( the reL**Z L* tet * 


trai*ittte4 their rscinr4 ttos *0


PRS 9237
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•	 $ this - s1 - asotta uasa .,t.wd 
a eøit.d t b) by Sd1	 *Uat0 *	 ms& as. 
hub	 • qs.4 f$ .m&as	 *o4 tO t - 
— W ito isrsI$. I	 I	 is oM 


$p,s14 Ap i	 to Uis	 IS	 $ 
NpN$U dl Ito	 tW U.S. .$Nuü	 s



t Is$ W*IPS. ttomg $ IIS 51N11W 


	


this sass. ¶tors as	 iy sitm that aUrn 
.sttan	 Gosra* itt*iin	 )t 


a is ia	 U jsats s W.idS a.. * aVNd 
ins	 is s psdW.p*iss fa.aMan a the



.s2aeS* $$ MItSS 5*S iy to i alsib t I* 
IS *11mm by Ito as - at sa1its the tt	 aM 
the aIs bmm.me tt aM utMI4taS4. Tt lain this lr% 
Mr$	 t the .00ltat eoM to a by t1Ui to diØh. .1

siii&to3 tO.,OO *. as bass. of hsaest o$*tSn t 
.	 - a	 aM ta 


- it	 slisir% thet im	 aM $tU osas	 p.'tt4*ti.s 


as'. ?a.gs.n ••* thet the *Zt*2 *1IStt aM aiiliaa. us 
aM on the am isin, h .)m aMd this spintan to a pbiis4 
eM ..as. di he esad mr*A the pp5 IsMttao. 
svl4sa. s.d be tiM to ae,sm't hi. eonstl. 	 • •	 . 


as, t..eon *35. ntl the O%is tn *z* *tit*11 ii in 
the	 vtdnfty, This Ma as the *jest it a IIS& *ppUatisn1 das



by 1. Va.s.i *1* as iM on Oat*1*v 21. 1. 
tn	 as by LMaM17 a st,*pwsaM that tm ,s3ss. 4s.sa.M 
saaMstsi* bel*v $ dm11 dl 2 test.	 • • 


s* th I oet * the . quoetiems raised by '. Tar 
in the aswta ps qmØ dl his ker. I baUm, his amts dl 
taMae dl bt1U iqast. Ste oat&aMad cest, aM nss.ablassa is 
at sslaast to the isas. 	 dsaid dl April 7,	 a 


PW*3IS1S rrmW 11 the as. **sb Vxp2srstton 
AaietraUaa imat, in tie JMM &is 1sttntt. d 
it yinitiia astvrt4a ed asitØ2. pMe Sri qmmtittse that 
i	 the MS1 a.1i pettio tar 
the stlmm31 st	 Poa 


- ad. as pater.aee to the %asiiJr or	 it the k. 


tIStPs1 aria - b flA in 
esttaes is " ps3*Im ,bmtli at s,ai a aL gti.st diaevoz.' 
Zn the use. it	 a	 or th. *aMs tatw thit 


	


'probiwitir a.i at .t. asm it L* the as	 by the

a3isaM asld hmm bsemm a as.mry as.#*ttarn. * is at. atsiru*ji 
1w DSA to .st am h it psi%or saM then the plUNat espssei







1r11111k.I!I1I,I 
405 SOYD eLDC.	 CHYNNE. WYO. 


HARRY 1. PLIRGUSON 


VJCci.PL8DLIP.1T 


T. L. TtLO" JOHNSTON 


HARRY L. RUC(MAN 


Senator frank A., Barrett 
Senate Office Building 
Washington D. C, 


Dear Senator; 


With regard to our telephone conversation of 
last Thursday, this letter is written as you. re 
que sted. 


This company on January 15th applied to the 
defense Minerals Exj1oration Administration for a 
loan of just under $30,000, 50 percent government 
participation (Docket No. DMkA ..4921	 Comatock

Mine, iaramie bounty, Wyomingj. 


I received a letter on Apr11 10th from C. 0. 
Mittendorf, Administrator, stating "Careful study of 
all our information, althouph noting a small amount 
of copper mineralization on your claims, indicates 
to us that the probability of disclosing significant 
ore reserves is not sufficiently promising to justify 
¼xovernment participation. ve regret to advise you, 
under these circumstances, that your application for 
exploration assistance is denied.," 


We concede that 4500 feet of diamond drilling in 
ten holes (DM.A participation less than 15,000) will 
not significantly improve the n1neral supply position 
for the National Defense Progrqrr i0 Will. 4500 feet of 
diamond drii11n 'n any 'ndv'	 d area imprv' the

mineral supply ,ition? Is it wr'eaonab1e t re-
quest a loan of less than l5,000 to aid in rhe de-
velopment of copper in Wyoming? 


-' It Is evident that the existing shaft and drifts 
anot on the main mineralized vein (this was mention -
ed in the apnilcation). It is our sincere belief that 
the dri a definite vein s stem and 
suffici t aemflflgor ion end 


an. A carload of ore shipned 
March 14, ll6, averaged 160 pounds of cor per ner ton., 


I
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Furthermore, it is our impression that the drill-
ing will stimulate interest in the district and en-
courage investment of private capitol. One of the 
large diamond drilling and contract mining companies 
has requested an option to do the mining for a per-
centage of the net smelter returns. 


For your information I am enclosing a map of the 
mineralized areas in the Silver Crown Mining District, 
organized April 4, 1879. This mineralization extends 
for many miles and includes the Copper King Mine-w1e 
diamond drilling has proved several million tons of low 
grade ore and there is e potential of 50 to 7F million 
tons •


Your kind offer of sssistance is certainly 
appreciated and please advise me if additional in-
formation is desired. May I say your talk last friday 
evening was very interesting end I believe the most 
informative of our Republication meetings. 


Yours sincerely, 


17 
Har1f B. Feuson
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*. }larry . Ferguson 
President	 IPP rj 
(Jood Venture l4tning Coar	 (

1408 Boyd Building 
Cheyenne, Wyoming


Re: Docket' No. DEM92i (Copper) 
Qøod Yentwø Mining Company 
Cometock MLne 
I.arainie County, Wyoming 


Dear *. Pergtson: 


!our application for aid for an exploration project and 
other data aailabl• to us in Washington concerning the abovs 
namad property have been reviewed. 


Projeete approved by the tefense zrals Sxploratio\ 
Administration st, in its judgmant, show definite promise. of 
jielding materials of acceptable grade in quantities. that wifl 
significantly .i,rove the mineral supply position for the	 ) National Defense Program. 


Careful study of aB. our information, although noting 
a small amount of copper airalisat ion on your claims, indicts 
to us that. th. probability of disclosing significant ore i's serves 
is not sufficiently promising to justify Oovernmnt participation, 
We regret to advise you, under these circumstances, that your 
application for exploration assistance is denied. 


We wieh to thank you for your interest in the raefene 
J.nerals program and for bringing your property to our' attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


WPKluges.cheid/er Ii./3/S8 
Copy to: Docket 
Admr R File 
Op. Conuiiittee 


. ?Nahon, USBM 
Nr. Kiilsgaard, USGS 
Region III (2) 
Chron.


Administrator 
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April 7, 1958 


Memorandum for the Files' 


From:	 W. P. Klugescheid, Division of Base Metals 


Subject: Justification for Denial of Docket No. DNE&-I92], 
Good Venture Mining Company, Constock Mine, 
LaraniLe County, Wyoming, Copper. 


The cited application, dated January 10, 1958, was received in 
this office on January 20. 


The Applicant proposed to explore the deposit by means of 2,S00 
feet of diamond drilling in 5 holes from the surface and 2,000 feet of 
drilling from two locations underground in 5 holes. The estimated cost 
of the work was $30,000.00. 


The property was examined by F. B. Moore, USGS, and E. 0. Binyon, 
USBM, on February 27, 1958. In 1915 and 1916, two cars of ore were shipped, 
totaling 36.12 tons having an average grade of 0.55 oz. Au, 7.76 oz. Ag, and 
3.23 per cent Cu. There has been no real production since. N work has been 
done on the property in recent years except dewatering the mine for the 
examination. 


The Comstock deposit occurs in a strong norther1ystriking shear 
that can be traced for 2,000 feet on the surface. The suiphide ore minerals 
are chalcopyrite, bornite, and chalcocite. Malachite and azurite are the 
chief minerals found above a depth of 100 feet. In this deposit, as in 


) \/	 others in the district, the favorable host rock is granite gneiss. Where 
7	 the host rock is dioriti gneiss, as in most of the workings below the 100 


level, the vein is tight and essentially unmineralized. All stoping which 
was done seems to have been in the granite gneiss. The ore occurs in small 
pockets.


The Examiners; state: "Where the fissures cut dioritic gneiss 
they are essntially barren. . . . . . Field evidence points to the proba-
bility that the Comstock fissures will be it unfavorable dioritic gneiss 
at the depths (250 to Loo feet) proposed for the drill holes.. 


is improbable that the proposed exploration will discover 
significant copper deposits at the Comstock mine, and it is recommended 
that the application for D?E assistance be denied." 


The commodity members of the Geological Survey and the Bureau 
of Mines and the Field Team concurs with the recommendation, 


We concur also with the above recomxnendation 


Docket	
W. P. Klis.cheid 


Adinr R File	 B62 


Chron.
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


April 3, 1 


Memorandums


Docket No. DNEA...L2i(C 
Good Venture Mining TCon 


Larainie County, Wyoming 


To:	 W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Commodity Specialist, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: Review of Field Examination Report 


The examiners report that the geologic features are not 
favorable for the downward extension arid improvement of the mineral-
ization of the fissures to be tested. AccordingLy, they recommend. 
that the application be denied. 


I concur in that recommendation. 


2 '.	 7iJ----
A. D. McMahon 


Copy to: Division of Minerals 
Branch of' Base Metals (2) 
Thor Kiilsgaard, U.S.G.S. 
F. D. Lamb 
Files







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


NITED STATES 
ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
)LOGICAL SURVEY 


SHINGTON 25, D. C. 


March 31, 1958 
Re: DA )4.921 


Good. Venture Mining Co., Inc. 
Coinstock and. Good. Venture Claims 
Larainie County, Wyoming 
$30 , 000 - Copper 


To:	 W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field. Team Report 


The applicant requested. assistance in exploring a copper-
bearing quartz_vein in granite gneiss, by L1.5 feet of core chilling. 


Three small ore bodies have been opened up and probably 
mined out. The average copper content is not given, but 36.15 
tons shipped to Omaha in 1915-16 assayed. 0.55 oz. Au., 7.76 oz. Ag. 
and 3. 23% copper. There has been no production since, 


In the opinion of the examiners, the granitgneiss in 
which the productive part of the vein occurs, gives way about the 
100-foot level to diorite gneiss and the shear zone and vein become 
narrow and low-grade. 


Inasmuch as the vein,where existent, is narrow and the ore 
shoots are short, there is no apparent reason for thinking the vein 
is potentially valuable at depth. If, as noted, the change in wall 
rocks is as unfavorable as indicated, the potential is lower. 


The examiners recommend that the application be denied. 
concur with the recommendation.


N. E. Nelson







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATION 


. 


22!i. New Customhouse 
Denver 2, Colorado 


March 2L1., 1958
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Memorandunf 


To:	 Secretary to the Operating Committee 


From:	 DIvIEA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Docket No. DMEA 1.921 (Copper) Good Venture Mining 
Company, Inc. (Comstock and Good Venture claims) 
Laramie County, Wyoming — Joint Report of Examination 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of the Joint 
Report of Examination on the subject property. 


The field examiners believe that the unfavorable host 
rock encountered below the 100-foot level of the mine indicates 
that deeper exploration is not warranted, and they recommend that 
the application for DNEA assistance by denied. We concur ir this 
recommendation.


H. King 


E. N. Harsbman 


r	
O E	 Tr 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FRED. SEATON, SECRETARY 


: q 2 -


2' 95L 
Ii	 J-	 Pi


.	 .. 
ICR UNITED STATES GOVELI E 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION 


JOINT REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY EXAMINING 
REGION III


DMEA1 
DEPARTMENT QF THE ItTEItOR 


MAR21 1958 
REGION III 


DENVER. CQLDRA 


DMEA k92l	 TRANSMtT.TED 
Good Venture Mining Company, Inc. 	


MAR24 
Comstock and Good Venture claims 


Lararnie County, Wyoming 


Copper 


Joint Engineering and Geologic Report 


by 


Frank B. Moore, Geologist	 E. 0. Binyon, Mining Engineer 
Geological Survey	 Bureau of Mines 


ev1e	 b'i 


March 19, 1958	
s9 /- .çf 
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INTRODUCTION AND. SUMMARY 


u	 Lt-


u ' J [R 2	 15 
I______


DNEA 11.921 


GOOD VENTURE MINING COMPANY, INC. 
COMSTOCK AND GOOD VENTURE CLAIMS 


LARA14IE COtINTY, WYOMING 


The Good Venture -Mining Company, Inc., a Wyoming corporation, 


li.08 Boyd Building, Cheyenne, Wyoming, has applied to the Defense 


Minerals Exploration Administration for aid in exploring for copper 


on the Comstock and Good Venture patented lode mining claims. The 


claims are in the western half of sec. 13, T. 111. N., R. 70 W., 6th 
principal meridian, Laramie County, Wyoming. The exploration project, 


which consists of Ii. ,500 feet of diamond core drilling from the surface 


and underground, is estimated by the applicant to cost $30,000. 


A field examination of the property was made by' F. B. Moore, U. S. 


Geological Survey, and E. 0. Binyon, U. S. Bureau of Mines on February 27, 


1958. The examining team was accompanied by Harry E. Ferguson and Tbeo. 


L. Johnston, president and vice-president, respectively, 'oft the company. 


Copper sulfides occur in' northerly- to northeasterly-trending f is-


sures in Precambrian gneiss. The known copper deposits in the district 


are small. In the Comstock mine three small ore bodies have been ex-


ploited; the average grade of the -ore is not known. Unfavorable host 


rock encountered below the 100-foot level of the mine indicates that 


deeper exploration is not warranted. It is therefore recommended that 


the application be denied.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Thanks are due Harry E. Ferguson and Theo. L. Johnston for conduct.' 


ing the examining team over the property and through the mine. 


LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY, AND PHYSICAL FEATU1ES 


The property, 21 miles by road west and slightly north of. Cheyenne, 


Wyoming, is in sec. 13, T. ii N., H. 70 WI, 6th principal meridian, 


Laramie County, Wyoming (fig. 1). 


To reach the property from Cheyenne, the nearest and largest supply 


center and rail point, take U. S. Highway 30, go west 27 miles then turn 


right and go 1.8 miles, then turn left onto a black top roadand continue 


for 11.1 miles to a fork, bear left and go li..8 miles to a fork just past 


a schoolhouse on the right, bear right and continue for approximately 


one-half mile to the home of Harry E. Ferguson which Is about 1 mile by 


road from the mine shaft. 


The two claims are on the eastern edge of the foothills of the 


Laramie Mountains, in an area of moderate relief. Altitude at the shaft, 


which is approximately at the center of the Comstock claim, is about 


7,250 feet. The land slopes gently to the north to an altitude of about 


7,200 feet at the northern boundary. To the south and east the slope is 


slightly steeper; altitude at the eastern boundary of the claims is about 


7,100. Except for a small creek near the portal of the adit, no promi-


nent topographic features were observed. 


2







FIGURE 1 - LOCATION 1.AP, rTOOD VENTURE MINING CO4PANY, INC., CQMSTOCK AND GOOD VENTURE CLAIMS, SEC. 13, T.ii N0,

R.70 w0, 6TH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, LARAMfl COUNTY, WYO. DL!EA )-i92l
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Vegetation consists mainly of range grasses and cacti. No usable 


timber grows in the immediate vicinity of the property. 


A small flow of water is found in the creek near the south end of 


the property and in the mine. The supply from the creek and mine would 


be more than sufficient for the requirements of an exploration program 


or a small mining operation. 


The climate is marked by mild summers and autumns, with short 


periods of severe weather during the winter months. Fairly heavy snow 


and rainfall occur during the winter and early spring and may for short 


periods limit travel over dirt or ungraded roads. Outside operations 


can be carried on for 10 to 11 months of the year without too much 


difficulty and underground the work can be done the year around. 


OWNERSHIP 


The Comstock and Good Venture patented lode claims are owned by 


the Comstock Mining Company, a Wyoming corporation of Cheyenne, Wyoming, 


and are held under an assignment and a lode mining lease by the Good 


Venture Mining Co., Inc., also a Wyoming corporation, with offices at 


1.o8 Boyd Building, Cheyenne, Wyoming. Approximately iO acres are 


included in the two claims. 


Photostatic copies of the lease and assignment accompanying the 


application are from Book 588 pages 4.O6 through 11.09 at the County Clerk's 


office in Cheyenne, the County seat of Laramie County, Wyoming.
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HISTORY AND PRODUCTION 


The Comstock claim was located by William M. Ferguson, grand-. 


father of Harry E. Ferguson, on September 11, 1882. Little was 


learned about the early history of. the property; however, the Comstock 


Mining Co. was organized and brought the mine to its present stage of 


development. 


The American Smelting and Refining Co. examined and sampled the 


property sometime in 1915. but did not take It over. At different times 


from 1911 to 1916 a minor amount of work was done on the property-, and 


during 1915 and 1916 two small cars-.. 21,.l tons in one and 12.05 tons 


in the other--were shipped to the A. S. and R. smelter at Omaha. Average 


grade of the 36.15 tons In both shipments was 0.55 oz. Au, 7.76 oz. Ag, 


and 3.23 percent Cu. Records of any shipments prior to 1915 were not 


obtained and there has. been' 'no production, except for a few hundred 


pounds, since 1916.


PRESENT STATUS 


The property is Idle at present and except for dewatering the mine 


below the 100-foot level for the examination and a minor amount, of 


sorting of the dump, no work has been done on the property in recent 


years.


11.
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GEOLOGY 


Rocks exposed in the vicinity of the Comstock copper mine consist 


of coarse-grained dioritic gneiss and. fine-grained, aplitic granite 


gneiss. Both are Precambrian in age and, together with other Precam-


brian gneisses, form a 1- to 2-mile wide northerly-trending belt 


between the sediments on the east and the Sherman granite on the west 


(fig. 2). North- to northeasterly-striking faults at distances of 


tlree-fourtbs of a mile easterly and one-fourth of a mile westerly, 


respectively from the mine shaft, separate the gneiss from the sediments 


and from the granite. Foliation of the gneiss near the mine dips .60 to 


750 to the west. 


The Comstock deposit occurs in a strong northerly-striking shear 


that can be traced for 2,000 feet on the surface. The southern portion 


of the shear, where the strike is N 35_li 5° E, has been explored by a 


205-foot shaft with nearly 1,000 feet of drifts on.5 levels. The 


northern portion (about 1,500 feet) contains numerous prospect pits 


and trenches. The shear, in general, dips steeply to the west. 


The sulfide ore minerals are chalcopyrite, bornite, and chalcocite; 


the gangue is mostly quartz. Malachite and azurite are the chief minerals 


found aboye a depth of 100 feet. In this deposit, as in others in the 


district, the favorable host rock is granite gneiss. Where the host 


rock is dioritic gneiss, as in most of the workings below the 100 level, 


5







U b S. DEPARTMENT OF	
•	


PREPARED FOR 
INTERIOR	 EXAMINATION REPORT 	 DEFENSE MINERALS 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY	 DMEA, 11.921	 EXPLORATION ADMINISThATI( 


R7OWHG9	 LEGEND 1L\fr1S,4 iirt. -


/	 [1 Tertiary and Quaernay Overlap 


'-' t i	 -	 - Unconformity 
' --r	 - - 


.,	 * .-	 , '	 _________ 
-	 ''7 hi'	


1:!: /.j Pennsyvanan ro Cr et aceou s inclusive F—	 '	 ,'.i-sjn',,


Unconformity - 


	


I	
,	


I:' I "
	


Precambrian: 1	 S/Ij	 / '	 - '	
-' 8o cc 'iii	


I iT 
A,e/ihc rMife 9fr7eiSS,pemqlife: -	


t	 r\iff 11 111	 J .	 T 
•	 •	 -.- -.	


'-, I	
'I	 /j 


f	 j: 
j J	 ____ Sh&ra rahjre 


	


-	 -- full	 ,1	 i '	 ___ - 6o	 hrJ	
t t 1 Nonb/ende 5c5 t and gnessi 


4 /
i	 ii	


'j 


) '
	


j	
/	 /. I


. 
I 11117111 / / i	 S Y M B 0 L S CySTj. LAKE •/ /	 TJ/	 r sT	 -	 450 
i'l'	 /	 ,---	 cu<	 Sti-iKe and dip of beds 


0 5tr,ke and dip of fo/,atioi 


striKe of veh/ foIit,n 


Geologic cotacf 
COPPER RING 


-	 ,,_'--	 j ..	 -	 SHAFr 
-	 3o°/1-p-'	 '-' /


	 ---'--'--'--t-' Fauft z--	 /	 - 


	


- --ç	 -	 J/i(	 qg,	 -,	 ,' 
a	 —',ñ	 J	 i',:, 


,/';"	 'Y " ''	 /',	 c	 i	 Shatt 


NJ	
House, r qd 


F-	


SCALE IN NIL 


R7OWIf69W 
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the vein is tight and essentially unmineralized. The limited produc-


tion of the mine has come, as far as can be judged, from three small 


stopes, two on the 100 level and one on the 205 level (fig 3) AU 


stopes are in granite gneiss. The ore occurs in small pockets of 


high grade material. 


The applicant believes that the mine workings missed the main vein 


but no evidence of this could be found in the field.. The vein does 


change strike between the shaft and the area of the prospect pits but 


the structure Is equally strong and of similar appearance in both places. 


At depth where the rock type changes, the vein becomes weak but it can 


be followed in the shaft between the 100 and 205 levels. The structure 


above the 100 level is too strong to miss although It could not be 


checked owing to lack of ladders In the shaft. A-faultcuts off the 


vein 250 feet from the shaft on the 205 level (fig. 3). This fault 


apparently displaces the vein to the west. That portion of the 205 


level north of the fault was driven on a minor ' structure in the foot-


wall of the faulted vein segment. The adit to the shaft on the 100 


level cuts a 6-inch to 1-foot vein about 230 feet east of and parallel 


to the main Comstock vein. The east vein contains malachite and copper 


sulfides; a small stope and winze indicate some production. 


The chances for the vein improving in depth, especially in the area 


of the mine workings, are poor. At the surface the vein is near the 


middle of an elongate body of granite gneiss about 1,000 feet wide 


6
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(fig. 2). However, the mine workings are largely in dioriticgneiss 


below the 100-foot level. With a conformable contact and the folla-


tion dips shown on the surface map, the vein should have been in 


granite gneiss to a depth of. more than 600 feet. Therefore, the 


contact between the granite gneiss and the dioritic gneiss, in the 


mine area at least, must be flatter than the foliation dips indicate. 


If a similar situation exists to the north (there is no evidence to 


the contrary), the vein in the northern portion will also be poor at 


depth. If evidence could be presented showing that the granite gneiss 


continued at depth, the possibilities of finding ore would be some-


what increased. However, the history of the Silver Crown district 


pretty well precludes the possibility of finding any large amounts 


of ore in this area.


ORE RESERVES 


Ore reserves in the mine are limited to a few tons, the remnants 


of the small, ore deposits that were mined. 


APPLICANT'S PROPOSED EXPLORATION PROGRAM AND COSTS 


In the application it is proposed to explore the shear zone for 


approximately 1,750 feet along the strike by core drilling 10 holes 


with a total length of 14,500 feet. Five holes are to be drilled from 


7
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two underground drill stations on the 100-foot or adit level to a 


total aggregate depth of 2,000 feet and five surface holes would be 


drilled to an average depth of 500 feet. The location, inclination, 


and depths of the holes are shown on the applicant's map "Claim area 


and proposed core drilling locations". 


Estimated costs of theproposed program are as follows: 


(a)1. Underground drilling * 


Preparation of two underground drill stations $ 14.00.00 


Core drilling 0-250 ft. AX size at $14.25/ft. 
250-500 ft. AX size at $1i..95/ft. 


For furnishing own compressor add $1.00 per ft.. 


Total estimated cost for core drilling 2,000 ft?11,025.00 


Total estimated cost of underground core 
drilling	 $l1,1425 .00 


2. Surface drilling * 


Core drilling 0-250 ft. AX size at $5.30/ft. 
250-500 ft. AX size at $6.00/ft. 
Reaming and cementing extra 


Total estimated cost for core drilling 
2 ,500 feet from surface 	 $l14.,125.00 


Total drilling contract cost 	 $25,550.00 


(b)Supervision and engineering 


Contract $100.00 per mo. for 5 mos;	 500.00 


(c)Power for lights and pump $15.00/mo. for 5 mos.	 75.00 
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(d.) (e) (f) Drilling contractor to furnish all equip-
ment. No new installations nor repairs 


(g)Miscellaneous 


Core splitters at l2 per ft. for li.,500 feet 511.0.00 


Assaying 200 samples $3.0Q.	 600.00 


Total miscellaneous	 $ 1,111.0.00 


(h) Contingencies 10 percent	 2,725.00 


Total estimated cost	 $29,990.00



(The applicant has a total cost of $30,000.00) 


* Prices per foot are quoted from contractor 


CONCLUSIONS MID RECOMMEJWATIONS 


Insignificant amounts of rather high grade copper ore occur along 


northerly- and northeasterly-trending fissures in aplitic granite 


gneiss. Where the fissures cut dioritic gneiss they are essentially 


barren. Both the production records of the Comstock mine and the 


history of the Silver Crown district indicate that ore bodies are 


small. Field evidence points to the probability that the Comstock 


fissures will be in unfavorable dioritic gneiss at the depths (250 to 


11.00 feet) proposed for the drill holes. 


It is improbable that the proposed exploration will discover 


significant copper deposits at the Cometock mine, and it is recommended 


that the application for DMEA assistance be denied. 
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


221l. New Customhouse 
Denver 2, Colorado 


February 11, 1958


©1FE	 4 958 I 


om:	 ecutive Officer, DA Field Team, Regi1 , 


Subject: Docket No. UVJEA l 92l (Copper) Good Venture Mining Company 
(Comstock Mine) Laramie County, Wyoming. 


Enclosed is one copy each of the following maps: 


(1) Layout of proposed core drilling, Comstock Mine. 
Scale 1" = 200 feet. 


Memorandum


Secretary to the Operating Committee, To: 


(2) Map showing plan and elevation of underground workings, Coxnstock 
Mine. Scale 1" = 50 feet. 


The applicant submitted two copies of the above-mentioned 
maps. Our copy of each map will be forwarded to the field for use by 
the field examiners. 


We have not as yet received bids for drilling from the. ap-
plicant. 


Ends.	


)	


W. H. Ki
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/	 UNITED STATES 
DPARTMENT OF THE INTERI( 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATI 


22 New Customhouse 
Denver 2, Colorado 


January 23, 1958 


MemorandumV 


To:	 Secretary to the Operating Committee, J14Ek 


From:	 1]4EA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Docket No. 1]4EA 14921 (Copper) Good Venture Mining Co., Inc. 
(Comstock Mine) Laramie County, Wyoming 


Enclosed is additional information submitted by the Applicant 
which hould be included with the three. copies of the application, for-S 
warded you with our letter of January 15, 195 8 : - 


(1) Three copies of a letter from Harry E. Ferguson, dated January 20, 
1958. 


(2) Three copies of our reply dated January 23, 1958. 


(3) Three copies of assay results on the Comstock Copper Mine. 


(14.) Three copies of a map showing the "Geology around Copper King Prospect" 


(5) Three location maps; scale 1" Ii. miles.	 * 


(6) Three location maps; scale 1" 8 miles. 


The application, as originally submitted, contained one copy 
of the lease and assignment, which was forwarded you with the three copies 
of the application. Another copy of the lease and assignment was sub-
xnitted with the Applicant's letter dated January 20, 1958, and is being 
retained with our copy of the application.


W.H.King	 L 
Executive OffiAer Ends.
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PE8IDENT 
HARRY E. FERGUSON 


VIC.PRESI DENT 


T. L. TED JOHNSTON 


TRE.ASURER 
HARRY E, RUCKMAN


OJ ENTUItE llIG c?, 
408 BOYD BLDG.	 CHEYENNE. WYO. 


January 2O 1958


DMEA 
'McNT OF THE INTEO 


-	 JANE? 1958 
bGION III 


:- 'VLR COLQRAD 
V 


IAr0 W, H 0 King 
X)efense 111inral Exploration Admin,it,ration 
bureau ol' M1ns 
224 Ne Customhouse Building 
Denver 2 olorado 


bear	 King: 


Enclosing the additional maps, list of 


assays and a photo print of the lease and 


assignment0 


T0 L 0 Johnston said he would send you, 


the mine maps and the proprosed drilling maps 


Yours very truly, 


Harr7 E 0 Fergson
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JNITED STATES 


4ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


January 21, 1958 


To:	 W. R. Griswold, Defense Materials Exploration Administration 


From:	 Connnodity Specialist, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: Review of application, Docket No. DMEk 11.921 (copper) Good 
Venture Mining Company, Comstock Mine, LarantLe County, 
Wyoming. $30.000.00 


The applicant seeks Government assistance in a diamond 
drilling program consisting of 11.500 feet of drilling (2000feet under-
ground, 2500 feet surface) designed to explore for an ore zone at a 
depth of approximately 500 feet at the above cited property. 


Previous mine workings consist of a 205 foot vertical shaft 
and 1000 feet of drifts and crosscuts on th±'ee levels. The mine was 
apparently pumped out and examined by the applicant who indicates the 
underground openings may not line up with surface exposures and that 
there is a possibility that the main ore body was not encountered 
underground. 


Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended. 


A. D. McMahon 
Attachment 
Copy to: Division of Minerals 


Branch of Base Metals (2) 
Thor Kiilsgaard., U.S.G.S. 
F. D. Lamb 
Files
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


JITED STATES 
NT OF THE INTERIOR 
LOGICAL SURVEY 


SHINGTON 25. D.C. 


January 20, 1958 
Re: rkrEAl4.921 


Good. Venture Mining Company 
Comstock Mine 
Laramie County, Wyoming 
$30,000.00 - Copper 


To:	 W. R. Griswold., Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


rom:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicant requests assistance in exploring by surface 
and. underground. drilling a copper-bearing quartz vein in granite 
gneiss.


The mine, which is credited with some production, has 
been opened. by a 205 foot vertical shaft and. 1,000 feet of work-
ings on 3 levels. In the opinion of the compiler of the application, 
the workings below the 100 level are not in the main vein. 


The proposed drilling will explore the vein for 1,500 feet 
and. to depth of 500 feet. 


Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended. 


N. E. Nelson
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UNITED STAT ES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


January 17, 1958 


1 
Good Venture nthg Company, Inc. 
408 Boyd Building 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 


rnem	 j	 Subject:	 DMEA-.4921 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


January 1O 1958	 submitted to our office at Denver, Colorado



has been assigned Docket Number DMEA492l and referred to the 


Base 4eta1 Division	 in the Washington office. 



Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: 


Region III
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