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MAY31 1955 


ltn. *1*bar4 L, No&berijs 
$tat.s Mnts 


Wu&nitos 25, D. C. 


dssr $*sr 


mi wiLt **k,w1od es.ipt of j 1..tter ot 
W 25, 195,. e.rdin. -v,es .q1*'$ioi .i$	 . 


bj Np, Nrta I.. ft e *. Ct,1.. J. 
$$ ItrisaM tt Ei*, eøk ctp, 'oasa. Ozr 


Dook$ No. SWA 16284tnssa ow,,,. U*o ik ei1It.d i'4sr' Cttsmt No. Idm-E537, u eIiat Ne. aA $99Nsrsurj 
00V? th	 1i.stiss f sddtti*ssl welt s'*sLttad W 
Wield TiM. Isgisa U, on JSptr 1 195, .00et'd srs ZopWsbmr *4,	 1Wd NoptsIr 27',	 denl.* with out p Ju43e. stt., osroful st b letter at Ners U, 
1955,


£.t.r.n.o is also uu to te3aphsims ouevaras 
U1on of 11i 24, 1955. wIth jaiw Matnita's$L Misistst, 


, Joim 0, Jones, 


As arl*ass4 in	 t coerai 
* oop of * related 1.ttsr of	 IC, 
tram Np 'tee J,	 at £1a, I 
1s $ ui of t aesr.tssy'. semb at - dftostlj or ia1,sot1 WL$ t) 
our disowpeje


Itian as O1iag 1955, to t Noaetsr s. ao	 sd 
p 15, ihiak 1s 
ttozs ewd is 


It s.tb' rvissiag the nsleeed .srreispsssnso 
saii be gled to ri4. tst1w 


SInesrely. jOs 


, 0. Mittendorf 


o o: Ibeket No • DPWA 2628 
ek*t No, SA 3499 


Ad*. A.a4ing Pile 
Op.riti*g Cott*s 
Thor Ziilsgaa.rd, U*Oa 


Vttn/Le


cc: Cod 400 (A. 2628 
Code 4Q0 (]A 3499 
Cods 400 neating Pt e 


Wield es*, t..i-NW,8pokan. 
H,* Ney'er, U3







S	 . 5	 4I0fr 
UKITD STATES SENATE	 . 


Coittee On 
Interior a insular Atfiar 


a,y 25, 1955 


Kr C. 0. Mittendarf, Adaistr'atr 
Defens Mier*1s Kxplortii Administration 
Department of the interior 
Washington, D. C.	 .	 Subjoet: 


Daoket No. BNEA 2628 (Mercury) 
Contract No. IdE537 
8triokland atte 1We 


Dear Kr • Mjttewiorf:	 Crook Conntg, Oregon 


With reference to the above subject, there are several 
questiona I gould be very . much interested in having arizwerecl as a 
rsult of recent inquirie8 from my cons titueflo. 


1 * Ia the 1A a reason for doubting the statement of. 
a consulting geologist when he repot.ed to you that "there is every 
favorable evidence that comnrcial quicksilver or can be developed 
providing a . common sense explorat1on progran is foflowed."? 


2. Woddn't the DKEA, as well as the principals, stand 
to gain a great deal it the quotation in question No. 1 is true? 


3. At the time the D1€A field team from the Spokane 
office discussed the prospects on the property with the interested 
principals, is it not true that the results of the previous report 
were not.brought out for diacussin and have not been to this date, 
aad is it not also a fact that copies of these field reports and 
maps which rightfully should have been given to the pricipa1s have 
never been delivered?	 .	 . 


k. Wasn't the interim period excessive between the time 
that application for renewal of the contract was made in August of 
195k and acknowledgment of it received in a letter ot ebruaxy 18, 
1955?


5. Wasn't this letter rather abrupt in its state*nt 
that the DI4EA was closIng its records and book* with respect to 
this project wltrwut giving an e'p1a*ation as to the reason tor 
its action?	 .	 . 


6. Is there any reason why this 195k application could 
net be reopened and acted upon favorably at this. time so that ex-
plOration can couienee this season? 


7. Will it be possible for the 1953 €A reports and 
pa to which Morris I,. and Charles J. Page are entitled, be returned 


to them?
I u1d greatly appreciate a . prpt reply to this letter. 


Kug regards.	 Sinerely, 
(Signed) biohard L. Neuberger 


LICELRD L, IUB0L 
United States Senator 


LN;.dh	 .	 .







s4	 NW.. t$rn IitN.	 t.. *Lautsse D. C. 


JUN 1 6 19S5 


S 


7	 Nsr $ 
s sill **knwls4 ve*ipt 01 ps asia 01 Ju.. , wi* *$tulssd l.t' 01	 11, 1935, Arss* *. 70$ I, awt.fl J. WU5	 mats .3miial, P. 0. I* 31, £1I	 UW4b 3.4WP	 fl VS'ainj
$0 7 ps*d. 


, Wis	 a 1a$or •.as	 lNWOJ S*p1stiSb .i	 oa1.tsd ' prsps k	 1ir1a & a1 1k'. r2ms J. P, a$ $bt.1sM t* Rtas oiw	 , uia iMi OtrsoS	 , LSSA 3994	 srs t Sii1Mtien t $&$M1 k atW	 o Plold iv..	 U	 Isp_1 195, MpSaIP , $sa w1i4-4 Rispt	 7 asi 4u$a& wtsst p41*Ss. af asfid *t b loner 01 k U, l9. 
Nst*rnss is si -i $0 $0lopsis 0eVa*$ios 01 Js 1k., 1953, s$*se	 $u r*AU*pe alviaia. s	 . Jp S	 *1	 ftlas. 


It Ot$0P	 the eiaslod o...p.eam.a.. iou vo ONmir qSt10$S,	 IhU * 2M jrswi4. ttisr 


Frank E Johnson 


I;cTha 


Doekt	 .5 55• 04 t Code OO 
F!, JtIg.L$pk*.	 Aitlat. R.&4. Pu. Thor Xila4jg	 H. M, Meyer, U33* Operatting Coitte	 . 


&Nsz.,s S. 


W1NsU/ls 6/1j5







DOCKET 
Surname: 


DMEA 3k99 


Jl 61955 


aon, Wsji* hors. 
Unitsd $t*ts* asD*t. 


sMnton 25, D. C, 


My d.sr hoister Morse 
is iU *cknowlódp receipt of your soz'sth St 


Jun. 8, 4th stt&ehed letter of lisj 10, 1955, *iess.4 to 
iou bj Mr. srton J, Westn, Consitin K1nin 	 o1oii$t, 
P • 0. Box 31, LieM, Oregon, Wbi&I letter we ero retursing 
as you requested. 


l. Weston 's letter concerns *sz'Q'7 eZ&1QI'SttOfl 
either sc1st.d or propose4 bi Mr, lrri* L. Pai and 
*. Cir1es J. P*, at ltriakl*n4 stte lIii*, Creek Couoty, 
Oregea. Our Doslat Mo.	 A 2628 N rm&ry ceveso U	 'k 
•pl•t4 Sr Ceetrset Mo. X1537.. Our Doocst . P4LA 
3499Msraury severe the appitestiso for Idditlensi wsz'k sub 
*ittsd to our Pied ?esa, Mogiso U, kptser 1, 1954, 


;i'*d her. Sspt..r 24, *hs.wl.44 $.pto.ber 27, aM 
denied vithest pr.Judioe after esreful stu4 bj letter at 


rob 11, l953. 
M.frenoe is also isdi to wlesa*n. .oavsra*tion 


of Jtzs 3k, 1955, between .w Zr4m i4 tro*11Oys Division 
snd hs. l	 C. *g of - offiso. 


La sri'Soged ii thet aeesreaUon, I	 iaaleeing a 
espy of related letter of iii 1*, 1955, to the 
of the Xmterl1er tram Mr • Mortee J. Veetisa. Alas amsLsso4 
La a eap of the $oeret*zy's voplj st Moy 25. w*k deals 
either &LreqtZy or isdtrsetlj with the nstt.rs .slered in 
our diacusion with your otfi.• 


It after r.vi.win the .1ea.d oapsns. you 
lmvs other qisations, we shall be gled to proviM trthor 
X*titt*a.


hinserely ya's, 
Frank E. Johnson 


Aditnistrator 
cc: Doket	 cc: Ced. bOO 


VT, If;.L-Zpokane	 Adr. Read. Pii 
Thr . kiilsga&rd USGS	 H. li. Meyer, tJ$B)1 


V&M&rtin/ls 6/15/55	 Operating Conun1tee


-,







AIR NAiL 


r*ble Waine }brse 
U. S. 8nate 
Washington, I). C. 


Dear Sir:


P. 0. Box 31 
Aloha, Oregon 
Nay 10, 19S5 


Cj 


31 


We have oiLowed your good wrk in Wiskington d now hare this 
epportunity to write to you regarding the foUing mthject: 


Dookj No. 1k 26e (&ricmry) 
Contract Jo. Idm-37 
StrIckland But,. Nine 
crook County, Oregon 


In l93, Morris L. 4	 J• Piige, Prinevile,	 gsn, aitered

into the aboye contract With the 1YMA sn pursed t same WIt1 
forthright dilligence. However, wbile they participiting With theIx 
om	 they had litti. nor r voice in the exploration program. 

In their awn iiords, this exploration amounted to no more than se*rch-
ing for geology" whereas the actual intent should have been exposing 
ore. 


In May, 19S1, the writer investigated the subject property and reported, 
in part, '. • .there is every favorable evidence that ooamercial quick... 
sliver ore can be developed providing a comeon enae exploration program 
is followed". In the same report, regarding the tA e1øration, it 
was also stated that the work ras an extravagluit waste of time and 
effort not to mention the operator's money," The 1?MIA. PTU)GRAN HAD Al]. 
the s*rmttta of a college experiment rather than a eensb1e, practical 
exploration program and coild only be the result of inexperienced DMEA 
fieBperaonnel. 


The writer then drs* plans for a sensils e ']ar*tion prcgz'ani from 
experience ga3.rled in that region. This was disoussed with the 1)hEA 
field team on the property eltbongh there esmed be be conaidera1e 
objection in attitie for reasons intknown ot)r than poeiib].y any 
agreement might reflect on their position in the V. S. Geolo.gioal 
Srvey. Whether they agree or not, there is but ose way only to 
logically explore for ore and that is to foU4w existing ore shcMings, 
This is a coarcial venture riot a college ex*riment and theories of 
interest to pure science are of no iaportanoe *re, 


The prisu' objective 
augant production of 
federal government w


here is to locate and develcp comemrci*l ore to 
vitally needed metal and to reimburse both the 
the op. ratcr.







U	 •• Honorable Wayne Morse	 Page 2	 .Mar1O, 19% 


The operitors, knowing they can and will develop arcury ore equal 
to' previous production, reapplied in l91 for continuance of the 
contract or renewal thereof. This application was sent to the Spokerie 
regional office. Months passed witheut word from that office. Ci 
?ebt'uarr 18, 19%, a rather ct letter from Mr. Frank . Johnson, 
Acting A4iiniatrator, DL, Washington, 1). C., stated Xt is not 
our intention to make a certification of discovery or dvelop*ent which 
wouLd cre*te a lien against the subject property, We are, therefore, 
closing our books *nd records with respect to this project." No ex-
planation or axrthing. Proportionately, with respect to ttnoia1 
means, the operators of this contract spent far mere than did the DNEA 
and are .ertainiy entitled to s€ste coneidration. R&VthIg an Eq)erieflced 
exploration geologist eamending that mch eiploration 'be continued 
certainly warranted a lstt*r of eql*mation dire otly from the Spokane 
offioe as to why this project was oomsidored closed. Such bureaucratic 
aloofness isnottobs condoedinthe least. 


There are some poesible explanttions that might bear some investigation 
as to why this faiver*bia project was closed. *0. 1 is that our state 
has never been favored id$,h WA projects in prop.rioi to the number 
in adjo1ng states. (roon has pxob.Hy as much or possibly mere 
undev.opet mineral potential tszi most states. No. 2 is tInt the 
DtA £is]4 team visiting the preerty mere ens of inexperience. Of 
their reSults in 13, this writer reperb.d the rk they o*ued to be 
done was an extravagant wast of t and effort net te mention the 
e9erttor' a money." No. 3 is erie of pure speculation but of some merit. 
It is the possibility that the project was closed so that the property 
can be obtained by a ajor concern currently new very interested in the 
region. 


theraare, in addition to *n exp1aation to the ]rincipalE as to why 
the project ias closed, the bL should have sent them copies of the 
fiei4 report3 and maps e that there could be some oomeo ground for 
die øuesion as to why the prje et was closed. (M July 12, 1j, I*n. 
CtLair Erigle statd in a letter to me "The princlp*Is are entitled to 
en exploration report. • .as that information should not be withheld.W 
The principals are not only desirous of receivi*g suck reports, which 
are now almost two pears overdue, t*tt also want to open this project in 
that there is every indicatien that this project can and will be a 


Thin] you,. Senator Morse, for your knd ättenton to this plea and trust 
that you will obtain results for us,


Respectfu].iy yours, 


)*rris L. sndCharles J.•Page	 // Btrtofl . *stm*n 
Strickland Butte Mine	 OONSUITIN(} MINZN O&)LOQIST 
291 East 6th Street 
PrisTh, Oregon	 '.







My doer Senator Ileuborgert 
Thi will, soiciev1ede roetpt ol your lettu of 


14&y 25, 1955, ve1 !dtfl1 reury o1i*tion citbor oo-
pleted or proposod by ). *irrts L. 1	 aM. Cbar]es 3. 
Page, at 8trteLszA 1utte Mine,_Cirek Cozntj, 	 O*r 
o.*t Ms • 1111* 2641ersuir ,ov.,e the week ccsp3eted ur4er 


Contract Io • Idim-E537. Our 1*cicst . DIWS 34994ercury 
oo.rs th appli.a41n for addttUI work sut*lttd to our 
Piold Tosa, eton fl, on 8ete10? .1, 195k, reeeiv*d here 
$epte*her 2*, seknowledg.4 8*pteaber 27, and denied with-
out prejudice atter esroful study by letter ot Ptarcb 11 
l9.


R.f.r,nc* is else	 e to	 telephone eonvsrss 
tion Qf )*y 2*, 1955, with your A4siinistrativ. Aasiatsnt, 
)b'. John 0. 7ones. 


Az err nged in that 'conversation, I am enoLoain 
a co of * related letter of 1Iy 30, 1955, to the Secretary 
troa jIb. wton J. W*sausn of tohe, egon, ALso onclosed 
Li * copy of the Secretys repli of J ^5, which **1e 
either directly or indirectly with the sattors civmd in 
o giseussion.	 S 


It after evi*wtng the .e.loasd correspondence 
you eve other qusatione, wi. ssall be 3ad to provide further 
inforeetton,


SLnc*rly yours, 


Q Mittendorf - 


Aaiatror 


cc:	 Docket	 o, D14A 2628 /	 cc:	 Code koo (D1A 2628 
Docket Wo DMEA 3k99V Code koO (INA 31199 
Aim. 'eading Pile Code k00 .Reading rile 


Operating Cozrmtittee Pield Team, Reg.I-NW,pokane 
Thor KiilSgaard, TT&I HM. Meyer, U8M 


Wrtin/i.	 : :	 :.







UNXTZD STATES SEMTE 
Coiiitte. On 


Interior and Insular Attisre 
Nay 25,. l95 


• C • 0 • Wittendorf, Adainistrator 
E*f ense Minerals £ploration Adainistration 
Dspsrtaent of th. Interior 
Washington, D. C •	 Sub$et: Doelcet No. IIA 2628 (Mercury) 


contrast No. Idw153T 
Striekiand Butte R1ne 


Dear ,, Mitt*ndort* . . 
With ret.re to the above eubject, there are several 


questions Z iuld be very h interested in having ansmez'ed as * 
result of re**nt LM$i2't*$ froa y nstituenej. 


1 Mes the MEA * reason for doubting the stat*aet of 
* consv3tisg geologist when he reported to you that 'there is every 
favorable evidence that sei*u*'oial quicksilver v. can be developed 
providing * c.0 sonsi *zlar*ticn program is tIowed."? 


2, Woida't the DIA as weU as the prinsisls stand 
to gain a p'sat deal if the quotation in question Me .. 1 is true? 


3. A the time the _A field team tram the Spolan. 
office discussed the prospects on the_property with the interested 
prime ipsls, is it net true that the results of the previous report 
were not braugkt out for discussion and have not ben to this date, 
and is it not also a fact that sopies of these field reports and 


ipe wI4sh righttuUy ehoui4 have been given to the principals have 
never been dilivered? 


Wasn't the interim period excessiv, between the tian 
that ai4ication for renewal of the contract was made in August of 
195½ *ad acknowledgment of it received in a letter of P.bruary 18, 
1955?	 .	 . 


5, Wasn't this letter rather abrupt in its statement 
that the DNE& was closing its records and books with respect to 
this project without giving any explanation as to the reason for 
its action?


6. 1* there any reason why this 195k application could 
not be reopened and acted upon Lavorably at this tin. so that ex. 
ploration can oonc. this euon? 


7. Will it be poosible for the 1953 IIEA reports and 
maps to which Norris L. and Charles J.. Page are entitled 1 be returned 
to tham?	 . 


I would greatly apjw,ciate a pro* reply to this letter. 
sing rerds.	 Sincerely, 


(Signed) Richard L. ileuberger 
RICHIND L, JIGfl 
united States Sen$tor 


RLNsdh







EA

/Flle Copy 


DMEA3k99 .


(Copy also filed inDA 2628) 


P.1,8.05086 jS¼ 


tsar Mr. W*$tMfl $


MA(251 


This s&(nawl.dlss ressipt at om' 1*ttar at 
W 10 1955, ttte* as ..Mu1ti g siRing o3iat 
to. .vri. L, aa sr1•s J. 1*, 3triskl*M $ti 
sian, ipt..iu., c	 am., sg.s, Ii p*vtouil; 
sds DSt.ss* *12a	 oiittos A1atM.tIan 
t,,It . II53T, wt . aIM $N .Nss'S7, sovar 


TM subJoe$ eontr*et	 dat.4 Jww 2, 1933, 
and imi tMvs*d.r iso .sIatnd dtn Ja1i -- Avaust 
1953. i	 2R, 195k. tho	 UtuS ozttass, 
n.h Toss, Re$is U isa an$Utsd tha 1ansuU1 


'rto., or tMI PMI4 4ss. ust tho opowst Md ant

sb&t$sd* tiasl .siiansrins Piport OS $bil *'ean2ts at 
tho p2.3est and, altMvgb suo $ vspst isa ieqWv4 b 
the .a.*tt*st. this wsq4#*t i istVsd bi the Iarsou 
t1t 'tt.ir, i ssrest1y felt thst the s'sJst rejorta 
of £.t 8 and A*t 31, 1953, .ubeatnd y *. P. . 
Lewis, .ould be sses$sd in hay at the usisi flail repsst. 


190, 
whisk I saaowl.di.d en Nay 20 tI*a*nd an	 this tenan 
Miani'sls iaplessttös kdstnatrstien, and sspssisllj the 
&asmztii øCtiesr sad anwo of the A ?ts14 Toes, t 
$1*tr west an the p10JS4*. M.osdinsly. I	 pr1.ssd 
W s*S. jenr .rt$iU of the ps'ajest sad pw request 
to. repests .otan wesk. 


L$ the sostosed i&& 4sv1 Mended is o1.sz 
su,y *stsnse N3JIn2z Zzplesstion Ain1sWstios pz'oJ.st 


be eondustod is saserdeaso with a senWast whisk ipso .-
iSles the usrI to be pesf.'esd, Tho subsiqssø tana. 
Nianrils Izp1or*tI5 £diminS.stntion'$ tMpNt*mis__and 
revieas of the ivo3.st oes, sad are IMM4 te 
e*1 to insure that the p,Joet is sosdi*tod in sessod 
SM. with the ossiit, The Jiold Teas's reparta 
es1ol tor the ooniLosU*1 was of the (isnb sad are 
not l-T **ilaiid..	 distribution.
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You als000.ntthat the letter of February 18, 
1955, informing the operator that Defense Minerals Explora-
tion AdiiUstration did xt iixtend to make a certification 
of disevery or deve1opet which would create a lien 
aaint the subject propertyç made no mtntion of "the 1953 
appication." 


The	 that resulted in CoitrLet No. 
Idm-E537 was dated July 17, 1952 . It seems likely, there-
fore, that you are referring to an application dated 
september 1, 195k, submitted by Morris L. and Charles 
?age, oovering a program of turtMr exploration at the 
Strickland Butte mine, and. identified, as we advised the 
applicant by letter of September 27, 195k, as Docket No. 
D)tEA 3k99-ercury . That application, after review and 
consultation among the appropriate commodity specialists, 
was denied by a separate letter on March 11, 1955, and 
accordingly was not discussed in the above-mentiofled letter 
of February 18, 1955, which concerned only the outcome of 
Contract No, Idrn-537, Do'oket• No. DA 2628-Mercury. 


Denial by the Defenae Minerals Exploration Admin 
istration of an application for exploration aid is generally 
made without prejudice to the property. If you have new 
information that would 3uslify a different conclusion about 
the merits of the Strickland Butte mine, a new application 
could be submItted, whic.h should state uch information 
clearly; and, with your technical background, you will appre-
ciate that your conclusions can best be supported by a geo-
logic map on a working scale showing specifically any new 
assay results. 


Also enclosed fer your convenience are Defense 
Minerals Exploration AdmiistratiOfl application forms. You 
can expedite cons1deratioiof a*y revised application, should 
you desire to submit one, by sending a copy direct to Mr. A.L 
Weiseenborn, Executive Officer, PMLk Field Team, 'egion I - 
Northwest District, South 157 Howard Street, Spokane k, Wash-
ington, at the same time that you s*bmit three copies to the 
efenae Minerals xp1orat±oM Administration here in Washinton. 


inoerely yours, 


MCiY 


Secretary of the Interior 


Kr. Burton 3. Weetman 
F 0. Box 31 
Aloha, Oregon 


nc1osuree











•1 
con


P. 0. 1ox 31 
Aloha, Oregon 
May 10, 1955 


• Moior*b1e Zoug1ae Melay 
$eret&ry 
.part*nt of Interiox' 


W*shinton, D. C.	 8bJ*otz
Mo. *ZA26'8 ($eoury) 


Gtraot No. Z*Z537 
1tricUand BMtt, Mtna 
Crook Cotmty, 0reon 


D*r SiT's 


• The subJ•o is the otti.ta1 400et nwnIer Of a oert*i.n oon' 
tr*e t otr.d into by oa'ris L • and hsr.*s J, Paso with the 


aIzA i1953. 
This .p1orttio proJ.o W*5 cotpIeted tb*t y*ar and, while 
)Ioere. Pam. did the work *nd put p their p.rttoIt of the 
.*perstten fund*, the )A apparently had t*11 say as to 


the ptroeot was to bo sondnat•d. The pri pats felt 
that the project sow*t.d to but littIs sore tut seart3hing 
for meo1of wh,rUs the &•tti*1 intent shOttl4 i*v* b.en to 


Zn M 195k, the writer eza*tned the prop.rty for M.aar. 
P*ae sd repor't.4, in part, that the DZA explaration ra* 
'an pxtravagat w&ste at tt*e and etfort ot 4* Ibention the 
Gperator'8 money." The e9eraUOfl in plan had the seabl&nee 
of a. olleg experiasat rather than a sensible 
ventwrs. The in'tt.r oonol*4o4 his report with ... there 
is evet'! tavor*bl• evit.e* that coxim*rsi&l qt.ksilver' ore 
can be developed provitUng that a oon sense .xlora.tion 
pro$ra* is to1lowd," Uued on previous •xp.ie8e in the 
regtoit, the wriber theS	 that the prtt*l* apply 
to the 1fl for a rs.w*l f the •entrtot in order t* .owplete 
the exploration to follow ore showings *nd make a. tia4eV.ry 
of are eqi&tl at least to that which had boen mined on srtaoe 
in th. past. 


This prop.t.d expiorat1on por m w siend *onthat to 
temper the disa.gree**nt with t.1. WA ,x$or*t ion program 
•t 1953 after a &tseu$siQ with the $pkaae office field 
team on the properb. The officious attitude of this team 
will not be discwsssd here •4her than to say bat one wonders 
how i*nj pro1.. ts f*tI as the result of such "eZ&miI*UOIt5" 


by federal personnel inezpriena*d in, the art of *xp1 rat ion.







The princtpale applied for a renewal of the contract snd 
months p*ssed without any word from the Spokane ottie.. It 
nas realized that such processing required time4 	 a 
letter dated ebrusry 18, l95, from Mr. Frank 1. ohnaon, 
Acting Director, DNEA, Washington, D. Cô; rather bluntly 
stated that "it js nt our intention to make *c.rtUtoation 
of diacover7 or development whici would cres.te & lien against 
the subjee t property. We are, therefore, o losing our boka 
and reoor4a with respect to this preperty. Mo mention of 
the 1953 aplicationj no diseussion nor reason to!' such action. 
Cez'tatnly the applicants were entitled to nre c*usj44eratton 
than this. Halving a r*oem.ndation by an ezperienoed geologist 
for the applicants warrants sonie discussion. Did the field 
team turn in an adverse rerort f'eartng that & logical explora-
tion program might discover ore ar4 reflect upon their repuVa 
tions? 


That property has all the indications that or. is there and can 
be developed and produced providing the exploration program is 
coapleted ard not left in the halt-scratched ecuditiort it is 
in at present. The ore should be developed to pay for the 
wasteful 1953 operation. Or is it that Oregon continues to be 
left out of the picture as has been so noticeable in the past? 


Ftu'therrnor'e, why haven't the reports and maps by the DMLA not 
been m*de available to the principals' Clair Engle nformed this 
writer on July 12, 19k, that the principals involved in the 
property are entitled to an exploration reportj to date nothing 
hasbeen sent to them. The writer wants to kw from those 
reporte what laboratory investigation has been conducted. Prom 
the djecuseion with the field team, apparently nothing wu done. 
Bad they done so, their attituda would certainl7 be favorable 
on learning Just how intense the mineralisatton has bøsn on the 
subJeOt property and that nowhere to date has uoh ore replace 
ment been observed in the Oeh*oo region. 


We trust that through your efforts this applicatiort will be re-
opened an4 both fairly and favorably acted upon. 


Raspeotfully yo'urs, 


(Signed) Burton J.atmat 
Burton 1. Weetaan* 
CONStILTING MINING GEOLOØIT 
for 


BJW/me	 Morris L. and Charles J. age* 
ccf	 Strickland Butte Mine 


Frineville, Oregon 


* Members, AF&LM, Beaverton Lodge No • 100
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Dear Mr. Westman:


This acknowledges receipt of your letter of 


May 10, 1955, written as consulting mining geologist for 


Morris L. and Charles J. Page, Strickland Butte mine, 


Prineville, Crook County, Oregon, who previously had a 


Defense Minerals Exploration Administration Contract No. 


1dm E537, Docket No. DMEA 2628 Mercury, covering the 


same mine.


The subject contract was dated June 2, 1953 and 


work thereunder was completed during July and August 1953. 


On March 22, 195k, the Certifying Officer, DMEA Field Team, 


Region II, was notified by the Executive Officer of that 


Field Team that the Operator had not submitted a final 


engineering report on the results of the project and, 


although such a report was required by the contract, this 


requirement was waived by the Executive Officer, who 


apparently felt that the project reports of August 8 and 


August 31, 1953, submitted byMr. F. E. Lewis, could be 


accepted in lieu of the usual final report. 







. 


Mr.Pae by letter of May 12, 195k, which I 


acknowledged on May 20, thanked me and DMEA, and especially 


the Executive Officer and members of the DMEA Field Team, 


for their work on the project. Accordingly, I am surprised 


to note your criticisms of the project and your request for 


reports covering the work. 


You also comment that the letter of February 18, 


1955, h1eh inforrn the operator that DMEA did not intend 


—to make a certification of discovery or development which 


would create a lien against the subject property, made no 


mention of "the 1953 application." 


The application that resulted in Contract No. Idm-E537 


was dated July 17, 1952. It seems likely, therefore, that 


you are referring to an applicatipn dated September 1, 1.95k, 


submitted by Morris L. and Charles J. Page, covering a pro-


gram of further exploration at the Strickland Butte mine, 


and identified, as we advised the applicant by letter of 


September 27, 195k, as Docket No. DMEA 3k99-Mercury. That 


application, after review and consultation among the appro-


priateoornmodity specialists, was denied by a separate letter 


on March 11, 1955, and accordingly was not discussed in the 


above-mentioned letter of February 18, 1955, which concerned 


only the outcome of Contract No. Idm-E537, Docket No. D€A 2628-


Mercury.


2







Denial by DMEA of an application for exploration 


aid is generally made without prejudice to the property. 


If you have new information that would justify a different 


conclusion about the merits of the Strickland Butte mine, a 


new application could be submitted, which should state such 


information cleariy and,with your technical background, 


you will appreciate that your conclusions can best be supported 


by a geologic map on a working scale showing specifically any 


new assay results. 


As the enclosed DMEA Order-i Amended makes clear, 


any DMEA project	 be conductedLn accyrd*nce with, 


ontrac	 d


The subsequent DMEA inspections 


and reviews of the project serve, and are intended to serve, 


only to insure that the Droject is conducted in accordance 


_with the contract. 
U


	


	 ___	 (0 W	 tv 
Also enclosed for your convenience are DMEA applica-


tion forms. You can expedite consideration of any revised 


application, should you desire to submit one, by sending a copy 


direct to Mr. A. E. Weissenborn, ExecutIve Officer, DMEA Field 


Team, Region I-Northwest District, South 157 Howard Street, 


3.
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Spokane k, Washington, at the same time that you submit 


three copies t.O:.the DMEA here in Washington. 


Sincerely yours, 


Secretary of the Interior 


Enc losures 


Mr. Burton J. Westman 
P. 0. Box 31 
Aloha, Oregon 


WSMart in/is 
5/18/55 


cc: Docket No. DMEA 2628 
Docket No. DMEA 3k99 
Code kOO DMEA 2628 
Code kOO L DMEA 3k99 
Adm. Read. File 
Thor Kiiisgaard, USGS 
Helen Meyer, USBM 
Field Team, Reg. I-Spokane 
Secretary's Reading File 
Secretary's Mails & Files 
Mr. Imhoff 
Asst. Secretary Wormser (2)


J/o-Qp-- 
2







UNITED STATES'

DEPARTMENT OF 'THE INTERIdR. 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM IN ISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C... 


MAR 11 1955 


Messrs. Morris L. Page ard Charles .1, ?a 
d/b/* Strickland Futt4 ir* 
291 E. 6th Street 
Prinevifle, Ore gon


S1frn1e copy 


Ret Docet No. J7't'Jti.3I99 (Mercury). 
Stricklan Butte Mine 
Crook Conrx, Oregon 


Oent1n:


louD application for aid in an ep1oraticc project aM 
other information available to us in Washington concerning your 
&bo.n*nd property ha been' reviewed. 


Projects aproved. by the L)efense 1Tinerals Exploration 
Admrnstration 4ust, .n its judsnt, show defriite prcise of 
yielding xnateraia of secteptable grade in quantities that zill 
significantly iipro've the rtineral supply position for t^ National 
I tense Program. , 


Careful study of all our i!tt'omation, althov*i noting $ 


small amount of rrcury ri rteralisatwn on your prperty, .ndicatsa 
to us tiiat the probabUty of discloiin nuiable ore reserves by 
your' proeed progri is not sufftoientiy prc*uising to justify 
Govrnxisiit participation. We regret to advise you, w4er these 


circusetances, that your application for exploration assistance 
is denied.


We with to thank you for your interest in the iDefeuse 
1irierals Program and fo bringing your property to our' attention.. 


Sincerely yours,' 


. 0. ittendor 
.! 


Ad]fljnl5tZ!*tO'Z' 


MChing/gla 3-ll-% 
cc to: Admr.' s Reading File 


0peratinvCorninittee 
Docket	 ' ,	 .' 


Messrs. H N. Meyer, m. 2623 
T. H. Kiilsgaard, Rm. 22L 
Code 700	 '	 '. 
Mr. Ching	 ' 


]J?	 Field. Team, Region I,' NW District'	 •.
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UNITED STATES
	


DOCKET FIlE 


DEPARTMENT OF' THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


March 11,, l9
/ 


Summary of Prcposed Project 


Object:
	 Denial of application for an exploration project. 


Docket No. DMEA-31I99 


Commodity: Mercury 


Applicant: Morris L. & Charles J.Page 
d/b/a Strickland Butte Mine 
291 East 6th Street 
Prineville, Oregon 


Property: Nine impa,tented mining claims located in SE* of Sec. ]J, 
T. 13 S., R. 17 E., W.M., Crook County, Oregon. 
Applicant is the owner. 


Date of 
application:September 1, l9SI 


Amount of 
application:l6, 2O .00 


Work	 - 
proposed: Sink inclined shaft from intersection of No. 6 and No. 8 


trenches to perlite contact; then drift O feet each way 
along the contact before sinking through the perlite dike. 
1O ft. shaft sinking @ 7S.00/ft ,	 $ll,2SO.00 
100 ft. drifting 	 0.00/ft.	 ,OOO.00 
Estimated total cost 	 .	 l6,25O.O0 


Field Team Report: February 1, l9.5 


This property was explored unsuccessfully under Docket 
No. JJMEA-2628 by trenching and a short winze. hi1e there - 
may be lenses of ore at the. contact between the tuffs and 
rhyolite, there seems little reason to assume that such 
lenses would have arr significant size. Denial of the 
application is recommended. 


Commodity Committee Members' Comments: 


Geological Survey - E. L. Newcomb, February 18,.. 1955. 


The previous project was based on the favorability of the 
clay-tuff contact as a possible zone of significant mineralization.







S	 . 


The target selected for exploration in the early contract was 
the most favorable on the property. Other targets were con-
sidered to be of lesser importance and must remain unfavorable 
in the light of results obtained in the earlier project. There 
is no promising evidence which suggests that fOrther explora-
tion is warranted or can be expected to be successful. Recoin-
mends that the application be denied. 


Bureau of Nines - Helena N. Meyer, March )4, 1955. 


Points out that in an unpublished report by Aaron C. 
Waters, U.S.G.S., it was indicated that the most favorable 
location for exploration at the Strickland Butte property is 
at the contact between the hydrothermally altered tu.ffs and the 
rhyolite plug at depth. Thinks it is important.to obtain greater 
knowledge of cinnabar-bearing areas even though the materials 
found may not be economic under normal conditions. Therefore, 
inclined to favor a modest program for further investigation. 
Does not feel strongly in this instance. 


Rare & Miscellane ous Metals Divis ion - Michael Ching, March 7, 1955. 


The exploration work under Docket No. DNEA-2628 showed that 
relatively small concentrations of cinnabar occur along the contact 
between an overlying heterogenous tuff and a red tuffaceous clay 
band, but such occurrences are erratic and not of economic size. 
The present application providesfor additional exploration at 
depth along the contact between the tuff and an intrusive rhyolite 
plug. Au underground work on the property to date has been a 
short distance north and west of this contact. However, some of 
the trenches excavated under the former project reached the con-
tact with out revealing significant mineralization. There is 
nothing to indicate that arr mineralization that might be found 
along this contact in depth would be any more significant than 
that found under the former project. Furthermore, Applicant pro-
poses to sink along a vein through which he believes the mineraliz-
ing solutions passed to form a small ore body mined in l9)4O-L1. 
Under the exploration project recently completed a similar inclined 
shaft nearby followed a much more strongly mineralized clay band 
down dip only to have the mineralization pinch out at a depth of 
1)4 feet. 


0onclusjons and Recommendations: 


Further work along the lines proposed in the subject 
application is not likely to 'find an ore body of significant 
size. It is recommended that the application be denied. 


Ernest Win. Elli
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


March L;, 1955 


Meniorand.um 


To:	 E. W. Ellis 


From:	 Helena M. Meyer, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: DI€A Docket 31i.99 (mercury) Morris L. Page & Charles J. 


Page d .b .a. Strickland Butte Mine, Crook County, Oregon 


The applicants explored the property unsuccessfully under 
Exploration Project Contract No. 1dm - E537, Docket No. DMEA 2628. 
The work consisted of trenching and a short winze to follow ore 
exposed in one of the trenches.. 


The applicants now propose to sink a winze from trench 
No. 8 , downward along the red clay band to explore the contact between 
this red clay band and the rhyolite plug. 


The Field Team, in the letter dated February 1 ., stated that 
there is no promising evidence to suggest that further exploration is 
warranted or can be expected to be successful. The Final Report of 
the Field Team states that "... it is doubtful that an ore body would 
be discovered...". It also says, however, "... underground ex-
ploration of the cinnabar-bearing stratum at its contact with the 
rhyolite plug may be successful in finding richer concentrations of 
cinnabar than were found by the trenching. . .". In the letter of 
February 1, the Field Team states that Mr. Waters indicated that the 
most favorable location for exploration at the Strickland Butte property 
is it the contact between the hyd.rothermally altered tuffs and the 
rhyolite plug at depth. 


I think it is important to obtain greater knowledge of 
cinnabar-bearing areas even though the materials found may not be 
economic under normal conditions. Therefore, I would be inclined, to 
favor a modest program for further investigation. I do not ' feel so 
strongly in this instance, however, that I would urge that the appli-
cation be approved if the Geological Survey and. DMEk disagreed. 


}:g	 7 
Helena M. Meyer 


Copy to: Division of Minerals 
Branch of Base Metals 
H. M. Meyer 
Files
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 



BUREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


March 1, 1955 


MeaorsMum 


To:	 J. W. hue 


Helena L Meyer, Branch or Base Metals 


Subject': LISA Docket 399 (aercury) Jorris L. ?age & Charles J. 
Page d b.a. Strickland Butte Mine, Crook County, Oregon 


The applicants explored the property unsuccessfully under 
*xploratim Project Contract Jo. ida h537, Docket Jo. 1ISA 268. 
The work consisted of trenching snd a short irinse to follav ore 
exposed in one or the trenches. 


The applicants now prqose to sink a vinae frcm trench 
Jo. 8 iward along the red clay band to explore the contact between 
this red clay band and the rhyolit plug. 


he Field Thea, in the letter dated February 1, stated that 
there is no prc*ising evidence to suggest that further exploration is 
warranted or can be expected to be successful. The Final leport of 
the Field Thea states that ",.. it is doubtful that an ore body would 
be discovered. . ". It also says, however, "... underground cx. 
ploration or the ctnnabarbearing stratuz at its contact with the 
rhyolite plug y be successful in finding richer concentrations of 
cinnabar then were found by the tr.nebing1 . .'. in the letter of 
February 1, the 7i.1d Thea states that Jr. Waters indicated that the 
aoet favorable location for exploration at the Strickland Butte property 
is at the contact between the bydrotbczUy altered tuffs and the 
rhyolits plug at depth.. 


I think it is taportant to obtain greater knowledge of 
einnabsrbearing areas even though the aaterisis found ay not be 
econcoic undr norl conditions. Therefore, I would be inclined to 
favor a est progrea for further investigation. I do not fel so 
strongly in this instance, however, that I would urge that the sppli 
cation be approved if the Oeologicsl Survey and LIS disagreed. 


M. Meyer 


H!4eyer/vr	 Helena. L Meyer 
Copy to: Division of Minerals 


Branch of Base Metals 
K. K. Meyer 
Files
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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, 0. C.


rh L, 1955 


To:


Helens K. Meyer, )raneh o Base Ileta3s 


Sub13ect tN Docket 399 (sereury) Morria L Pa 1 Cbirles J. 
Page d.b,a. Strtckl*zd lutte Kt*, Crook C*int, Oregon 


¶ eppUcants explored the property u u. af'uUy under 
*zploratic ?rosct Ccmtrect Jo, Xds - X537, Docket lb. 1* 28, 
The work ccaisted of trenching and * short winse to rouow ore 
e2Iset is a* o the trencbes. 


The ppUcents n propose to sink s vinse troit trench 
10 8 d*aard along the red clay band to explore t1 contact between 
this ned clay band and the rbyolit pbg. 


The 1i34 Tesa, in the letter dated tebruazy l stated thet 
there is no prc*istng evidence to sugsst that further explox*tion is 
wrrsntod or can be epected to be successful. The 'Pisel *spart of 
the Field Tees state* thet "... it is doubtful U*t an are body would 
be discovered. . ..'. It also says, ba.svtr, 'c ...	 und 
ploraties of the ciaiabar-bearing stratus at its contact with the 
rtzvlite plug .y be aucesasful in finding richer concentrations cl 
ctnnsbea' then sere fc*ind by the trucbiug. . In the letter of 
Pebruary 3, the ?ield T* states that Kr. Waters indicated thet the 
zaat t orable location for exploration at the Stricklani Jkttte prerty 
is at the contact between the h$rotheree1ly altered tuffs and the 
rhyoUts ping at depth. 


I think it is iortszit to obtain greater knowledge of 
cinMbsrbanrin areas en thou the eaterials found bly not be 
ecøooic nr nonml enditions. e*refo,e, I would b inclined to 
favor a *odest progr for further instigntion. I do not teal so 
strongly in this instance, boetier, that Z would urge that the p1i 
cation be approved if the Oeologiesl survey end 	 dicapeed. 


QJ 


H14eyer/irr	 Helens K. Nayer 
Copy to: Division of Minerals 


Branch of Hess Metals 
H. K. Meyer 
Files







Memorandum


- INREPLYREFERTO: 


UNITED STATES	 . / - S ..S 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 


February 18, 1955 


Re: r24F4A-314.99 
Page Brothers 
(Strickland Butte Mine) 
Crook Co., Oregon 


- $16,250 - Mercury 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 E. L. Newcomb, U. S. Geological Survey 


Sub ject: Review of application 


The operator has proposed to explore a possible vein along a. 
per].ite dike by sinking a 150 .-foot inclined shaft and. drifting 100 feet. 


The Field Team has recommended that the applicai4on be denied. 


The Strickland Butte mine was granted Et4EA assistance in 1953 
for exploration of the most promising mineralization showings on the 
property. The completed contract work consisted of seven trenches and 
a 28-foot prospect shaft. Mineralized rock was exposed in trenches 
Ii. , 6 and 7 and. in the 28-foot shaft; however, the amount of recoverable 
merçury indicated by this work was estimated. to be only about 10 flasks. 
Most of this production would be obtained from a small ore lens in the 
28.-foot shaft. The results of the exploration work were unfavorable 
and significant, amounts of mercury were not found. A certificate of 
discovery was not issued. 


The previous project was based on the favorability of the 
cla.y-tuff contact as a possible zone of significant mineralization. 
The same infonnation and reports were available at the time of the 
initial field examination as we now have for our present consideration, 
with the exception of the 1FA trenching results. The target zone 
selected for exploration in 1953 was the moat favorable on the prop-
erty. Other possible targets were ôonsidered. at the time to be of 
lesser importance and still are less favorable in light of the poor 
results obtained on the ]EA, project.
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Althou€h there are unexplored. areas remaining on this property, 
there is no promising evidence which suggests that further exploration 
is warranted or can be expected. to be successful. The best target 
zone has been tested. and. proven to lack significant ore shoots. 


I recommend this new application be denied.. 


E. L. Newcomb
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IN REPLY REFER TO 


UNITED STATES	 ,	 - 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 r -.	 r5 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY	 ¶ 


WASHINGTON 25 D C
- L 


7ebz*17 1.8, L955 


1*:	 A-3k99 
?s	 rQth.r$ 
(etrte	 tte	 ) 
Crek 1., Qr 
$&6,250 - s*rcury 


I V. Ilus, lstt*.a *i**rsls Isriittoa Mm*iatrtL. 


* .. *svccsb, U. 1. Oeo3.oiest $urvy 


Ct&	 H. 


TM epex!*t.r Ms	 ts e*re * pos*ible rin *3.g a

perUte 'ike by sinking * i-teet i*c3iaet sbett n th'ifttg LOG test. 


The 11.14 Tees bis recG*t tbst the a p3.tesiis be 4es1s* 


The $triekl*nt tte nice nes granted 1A assistase. i 3953 
for *xp1raties of the at iis* am alisatien sMVl* 	 the 


TM ce1eted eestrnct t eensisted ef seven tr*es r4 
a foot Irespeet a1t4 *iesrsUsed	 s espesed is tresebi. 
Ii, 6 ant 7 ea& in the $fest sMtt; biv,vr, the at of reeoveirs1s 
sercurj lediestet by this verk i*s tted ta be cn3 abont 3.0 tlts 
1st 0$ this 'e nation 14 be hteined fren * 1t 
28..foot eboft. TM rasnits 0$ the ez1orsUes rk u 
ant sigsifiesat its of wcur e ant teeM. A aertiflonts 0$ 
ti*eOery s t . i*scM. 


TM rsviias pro3et ins based o the faershtUty 0$ the 
C17itUtf eaat*et as a oon&b1e sans 0$ i(U1e**t *inUntisn. 
TM ani i*fertien and rorti re av*tlable at the t4on of the 
initis3. field .aft'aiies as non heve Qr ur present eessi.r*tien, 
sith the exns,tSse of the 1P triM resolts. The tsro ** 
eslested for ez3.eistien in 3953 ias the nest tevsrsbl• on the ,re. 


*ther pes.ih.* tergets wa's *eoniOrnt at the tine te be of 
leaner iJoi!tana, and. still are 2eu t*r.rs.b3.. in ligbt of *s pear 
rssulta ebisteed en 1M lISA projet.







.	 I







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


•	 • 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY	 C 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


Pebr*x7 18, 1.955	
2J



1*: 1IS49


1ae) 


2, V. *Uii, )sfe*e. *a*rss 	 *z!stXo £ii*t*tz'*t 


I.	 $	 U $ GiO$11St IUZ?V7 


$ubJatt litvisv of	 i*t. 


bis	 to *x$*r. * eib1rn	 s1mgs 
psr]ttrn 4ks	 i*i s 3.54O. in1 *tDt I *tftia 1O ft. 


* P.3* b	 sIicab.	 t. 


s	 .4 *itte imS*s n* grt.t *1* uttstw in 1953 
for .*3**t$.s of *s imt	 1*1a * *U*tic	 t

pzty 1 ciat.& eok*irt t øeWb& of s**i tr*s & 
* ItSØ4 )rOIt $ft • *1Y*1tMI OdL	 *t 1* t* 


7	 in t *4iot sitt;	 t.	 *t at 
*srcu 1*IJ	 t*ta xt a	 t1aat t bs s1 it 30 flasks. 


of tJ4a pro*ustiait * be ot*1ast frat * msfl i. 2 i* th 
I4s.t *sft 1s **euZts of tM asL1**t*aa 1k i *dsb3* 
T *1*U1ass	 **W of ir*ury ra su*t	 A esrtifiast* at 


- past s e( o ths NvcsbULt te 
cZetutf ,.t as * ossAI. se at *ig*dtitest alasrslte*tia*. 


I s*it$ai* aM rerto asi safle tbs tiiu at 
initial fte4	 *tioa as	 bee. t r rast asssM.riit$ 
vitk ths .retias of t	 trezcMa( rml	 tiret *c*.



fr ajm*ts* * 1953 o the aet fftsrab3m 
arty. *tbs jassibie tert.ta	 *t t U.. to be at

1*s,.r *sts. aM stiU lou for*b3m 2* liØ of the poor 
ralts øteias4 a the
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UNITED STATES	 0 


kI:I	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
0


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


So. 17 Howard Street 
Spokane I, Washington


February 1, 19% 


Mr. George C. Se1fridge'" 
Chairman, Operating Committee, DNE1 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 2S, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DNEk..3L99 (mercury) 
Application f or exploration assistance 
Norris L. Page & Charles J. Page 
d/b/a/ Strickland Butte Nje 
Crook County, Oregon 


Dear Mr. Seifridge: 


Reference is made to your letter of November 22, l9, 
asking about the status of the above-cited application. Because we 
believe there is sufficient information already in our files, a formal 
appraisal report has not been prepared. It is believed the information 
which follows will serve adequately. 


This property has been explored unsuccessfully by Ecplora.. 
tion Project Contract No. Idm-ES37, Docket No. DME1u.2628. The work 
of this contract consisted of trenching, and a short winze to follow 
ore that was exposed in one of the trenches • Certification was not 
recomniended. The project was described in a final report dated 
September l9SL, by S. W. Zoldok, Bureau of Nines and W. P. Puffett, 
Geological Survey. 


The applicants are now applying for assistance on an explora.. 
tion project to sink a winze from trench No. 8 downward along the red 
clay band to explore the contact between this red clay band and the 
rhyolite plug which forms Strickland Butte. During the past season 
they have done a small amount of exploration work and have exposed a 
narrow stringer of cinnabar tiich is trending at nearly right angles 
to the contact between the rhyo]ite plug and the tuffaceous clays. 
It is their opinion that by following this stringer to the contact 
and exploring along the contact, they will be successful in finding 
much more favorable concentrations of cinnabar than were found by 
the trenching done under contract Idm..E537. According to an unpub-
lished report on the Strickland Butte property by Aaron Waters, 
U. S. Geological Survey, the proposed exploration project as outlined 
in this application has some justification. Mr. Waters suggests that 


Reviewed by 
DMEA OPERATING COMMXTT 


(date)







.	 . 


the . most favorable location for exploration at the Strickland Butte 
property is at the contact between the hydrothermally altered tuffs 
and the rhyolite plug at depth. 


It is the opinion of the field team, based on the previous 
project final r eport, that while there may be lenses of ore at the 
contact between the tuffs and rhyolite, there seems little reason to 
assume such lenses would have any significant size. Therefore, we 
recommend denial of the application; however, if the commodity men 
feel that the exploration comes under the scope of the DNEA program, 
we would not object. 


-	 By Field Team, Region I, NW District 


(Jo S. Thay, Acting Exec)(Officer 
U. S. Geological SurvetN 


U S. Bureau of 


cc:, 'USBM (2) 
Puffett
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


September 27,. 19 


Memorandum 


To:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region 


From:	 Chief, Operation's Control and Statistics Division 


Subject: Assignment of Docket Number 


There is. listed below the assigned docket number to 


an application recently received from Region fl. 


DMEL31499 Morris L & Charles J, Page 


Robert E. Adams, 
Chief, Operation's Control 
and Statistics Division 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C.	 66643







.
	


. 


ksers. M. L .& C. J.. Page 
Stiikiand Dutte Mine. (dba) 
2U L 6th Street 
Prinevifle, Oregon


Septembe*' 2?, 195I 
Subj ect: 
Re: •Ez]ration Asistariee 


Centinen


Seitbr 1, .19 
The receipt of your application dated 


for exploration assistance, under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged.
DA...31499 


Your app1ioat.on hs been assigned Docket Number 
flu. and Miseeflneous T&tá1 Divieton. 


and referred to the 


Kindly refer to	 in any'future correspondence 


relating to your application.


Sincerely yours, 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. 	 44994
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
L 


J. 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 1., Washington


September 20, 1951;. 


Mr. George C. Seifridge, Chairrnan" 
DMEA Operating Committee 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: New application (mercury) 
Morris L. Page and Charles J. Page 
dba Strickland Butte Mine 
Crook County, Oregon 


Dear Mr. Selfrid.ge: 


Enclosed are the original and 2 copies of an application 
for exploration at the above-cited property presented by Morris L. 
Page and Charles J. Page of 291 E. 6th Street, Prineirille, Oregon. 


No field examination will be necessary because we have 
enough information on hand to evaluate the proposal .a.sa result 
of an exploration proect completed at thesame property An 
appraisal will be made and sent in to you just as soon as our 
field man returns to the office. 


By Field Team, Region II 


:1I1' y,Act , Officer S. Vha 
U. S. Geological	 vey 


c9?o.t4(4t. ' &, ICr(A.'t24A 
Thomas E. Howard, Acting Member 



For: Wing G. Agnew

U. S • Bureau of Mines 


Enclosure 


cc: USBM (2) 
Puffett







(evIprll 1952)	 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOk 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLOBATION ADMINISTRATION	


No. 42-R1035.2. 


(_. '& 
EC1VSED


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN SEP 3 19 
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO 	


G S. 


DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSPoKE. 
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 


INSTRUCTIONS 


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. --------32Y 
Metal or Mineral .2Wfl/rL-f-----------
Date Received --------------
Estimated Cost- -----
Participation (Government %) --------------------


1 Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 
mailing address:	 Qha-LsJ-----ge1 do ing bus in-es---as 


----Sidp1e----Mine 
-------?9,h---


_,____ Q	 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 


in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 
(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. Gene#ral.Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense . Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
informatioh, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all app]icable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field ekecutive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in 1and wbich is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract I ..Q	 piid---i!jngo1ainis----locatect--in 


---1X,i.n---Mill---Creek  
---at---Coun---Audi—or's 


i2riillroninheJthingQ	 ----Crook---Coun-ty 
(b) State any mine name by which. the property is known. Strickland Butte Mine 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


-------- -
(ci) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 


you control the property. 
(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 9ft--Loan -1tcket -No.DMEA -68, 


•-----------Qfll 
(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 


location notice. (See attached Annex 1.) 
4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 


conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities:. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibilLtf the...projec: Access, ioad,s, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points. (Refer to your file DMEA 4b8 br ca)tD)Ic)(a) 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 
We either own or can rent any equipment needed.







.	 .	 . :: 


5. The exploration projeot.—(a) State the mineral or minerals for which you wish to explore	 , 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 	 (See Annex 2.) 


(c) The work will start within .J0 days and be completed within J2 months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability, to carry qut such exp10-
ration project, and also that of the person or peisons who will supervise the operations. (See .nnex	 • 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 

under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project( See Annex 4 


(a) Independent contra.cts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-wOrk in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yarI 
of material moved, etc.). (None) 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of num)ers, classes and ra,es of wagès salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. See Anne.x o..) 


(c) Operating materials and supplies —Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel.	 (See Annex 6.) 


(d) Operating equipmeht.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the O3erator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 	 (See Annex 7.) 


(e) Rehabthtatwn and repairs —Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by -the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 	 None 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of an necessary buildings, thed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. None 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation Or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability' insurance, and payroll taxes. 	 (See Annex 8.) 


(h) of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
N0TE.—No items of general overhead,' corporate management, interest, taxes (other than' payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a.) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? Yes 


(b) How do you propose to furnish your shaze of the costs? 	 - 


Money ''
	 Use of çquipment owned by yàu 	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper. 
(See Annex 10.)	


CERTIFICATION '...'. 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and aiting for 


the applicant, edrtifies that the informationset forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 	 ' 


Dated ------- -Se.ptntheri,---------------------------------, i95 .4z41 
plicant 


By 


Titk 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false' statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


-	 INT.-DUP. SEC. • WASH.. D.C. 6'491
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ANNEX I 


Claim	 Book Page 


Redbird	 5 556 


Strickland Butte No. 1	 5 539 


Morning Glory	 5 578 


Wildcat	 5 574 


Btickhorn	 5 575 


Rocky Point	 5 560 


Buena Vista	 5 555 


Black Hawk	 5 573 


Modoc	 6 143 


ANNEX Ii 


Proposed Work:


To sink a 4'x6''inc1•IOsftfôliowi	 adefiite, 
vein dipping'approxixnate1y 39% and striking35 degrees south of 
east, along a slip, which is also definite.	 This vein shows some 
highgrade ore.	 It isour opinion, as .we.i:'a8 the opinion of our 
Geologist, Mr. Westman, and your.. fIeld xnan, Mr. Puffett that If. 
we	 Uow this vein to the ..perlite contact, anc then drift appró-' 
xixnatei.y fifty feet each way, along the contact, we will find a 
fissure through the pez'J.ite dik, or a fault, that will take us 
by again sinking, below the dike, and thus into the main ore body. 


As the' attached sketch shows 1 We cutth'is vein in 
Trench No. 6, and again at greater depth in Trench 8, which showed 
it going into the old workings.	 Thus, we are sure that this is 
the vein the ore fol1owea to make the deposit mined in 1940-4),.







ANX III 


Experience record of applicant M. L. Page: 


12 years experience drifting, sinking, timbering and 
generalmine. work on this property, as well asthreè 
yeargeneral mining on a lead andzinc property on Scissor 
Creek in Crook County. 


Experience record of C. J. Page: 


10 years experience drifting, sinking, timbering and 
general mine work on this property. 


1 year working for W. J. Sueffert at Jimmy Ann Mine 
onOchocoCreek, CrookCounty. 


l:year Johnson Creek Mine for James Morris. 
Experienced operator all types heavy equipment. 


Experience'recor .dof BurtonJ. Westman, Geologist and EngIneer; 
for Morris L. and Charles J. Page: 


1935 to 1938 General mining experience both hardroek 
and placer gold, Northern California. 


H ].938;to'l942 Michigan State College; 57 term hours 
geology,.:55 termhours general engineer1igj mjoed 
mining d structural geology. 


1940 to 1942 Three fIeld seasons geologic mapping and 
magnetic surveying on the Michigan Geological Survey under 
Carl E. .Bttton, now head of Lake Superior Branch, U.S.G.S. 


1942 to 1944 U.S.A.A.F. Aviation Cadet. 11 mos.:hospi-
talization and given C.Di) discharge 50 disability. 


1944 to 1945 Mapping, sampling and mine examinations 
No. Calif. 


1945 Projeót engineer U.S.B.M. ]IlonBiiver (Mich.)pro.n 
jeot. Magnetic surveying, laying out drill sites and super 
vising diamond drilling. Full charge of office details. 


1946 Mapping, sampling and mine examinations in No. 
Calif. and Oregon. 


l947 Head Foreman and. Assist. Quarry Supt., 2000 t/da 
plant, Fort Tdge, Iowa. 


• 1948 to 1950 Field engiiieer up to Mgi' of Core Bit ivi 
sion, Koebel Diamond Tool Co. Deep well diamond coring, core 
bit design (did work fbi' Wing G. Agnew designing bite and core 
lifters for USBM) Was on Oil Field Practices Committee and 
Mine Coring Equipment Specifications Committee of Core ik'ill 
Mfgrs. Association.







ANNEX VII 


Compressor rental per foot 2.00 
Hoist rental per foot 1.00 
Pump rental per foot 1.00 
Ventfan and motor rental per foot .25 


_4.5 
250 Ft. at	 4.25 per foot 1,062.50 


ANNEX VIII 


Analytic work per foot .50 
Workmen's compensation, insurance 


and payroll tax per foot .75 


250 ft.	 l.25 per foot 312.50 


ANNEX IX 


Cont ingenc ie s 


Cleaning and leveling Trench No. 8 with 
bulldozer, haulage of supplies and tim 
bers per fQot 2.00 


250 Ft. pt	 2.00 per foot 500.00 


ANNEX X 


Our 25 percent of this contract will be furnished 
in money and labor.











OFFICIAL BUSINESS


Mr. George C. Seifridge, Chairman 
DMEA Operating Committee 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.
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This *aknowl.4$$i$ reod,pt of jo* 1.tt.r of. 
sy 10, 1955, writton U onsulting aining so1Ogiat fér 


N,iis L and Charles J. l'ags, It#iøkla*4 Jutte mine, 
Prtnei11, Crook County, 'sgon, *o pzeflovsly had 
* flsf*ooe Minsvsli Zzp1itton £&tni*tr*tto* COntiast 
N. • Id. E537. Døcket Ib tMZ 262S*roW7, aovering the 
-, miss. 


'The aubjest contract was. ted JUM 2, 1953, 
sn ss'k thereund was soapletod during J3y and Auiu$t 
1953. On Mush 22, 1954, the C.rtitytng Ottt..,, 
?ii]4 T.ss, R,gion U, was noflft.d by the esutt,s 
Otfsir of that Pield ?Uai that the operator had net sub 
*ittsd C fiMi engineering rspo?t o* the results of the 
reeJoet and, although sush * report was q5ized b the 
ast*st, this requiressat was waisd by the zooutive 


whe spp#sntiy felt that the. çroj.t reports of 
August 8 and August 31, 1953, substtt.d by . P. Z. Iawis, 
euld be aseipted in 3isu of the ue%a1 fini report. 


, Ibrris I. Pe.by latter of 1y 12 195k, 
• shih I	 y. 20,' thanked e eM this Defense

)Wis'$ls *zploratios Maistration, and .*ps.lal]y the 
liasutivi Offieer and asobers of the DNU Wield ?.s, for 
thei ssrk on the ioJi*$.. Mer4ingly, 'I an surprised 
to Ass. yeW' ortti.iaa. of the projost eM your request 
f*? report. OIYSVJng the	 •. : 


As the esslasod LNI* Ordsr3 Aaendad askos 
any Defense Minsva]s £zpl*'ation Ataist*tiaS projont 
su*t b conducted in oseordanee with a contract which spool-
ties the wart to be perforMd. The subsequent Defense. 


asr*1s xp1oratLon Admtni$trstiOvs's. Lnssetion* sad reviews 
of the project serve, and ar. intended to serve, only to 
insure that the prejost is ooflduoted in assordanse with 
the contrast. The Plaid T.'s ip 	 a solely for the

confidential . us. of the Oovrnment and ar. net medo avail-


for distribution, .	 .







Mr. Burton J. Weetntan 
P., 0. Box 31 
Aloh&, Oregon 


nc1osures.


S	 S 


Tpu a1s co*ent that the letter o Pebrt*ry 18, 
1955, inCor*ig the oper*tor that D*fene Minra1s xplora-
ti*it Aaini*tratio,t did nt intend to make a ce'tification 
of tts*eYe or dsv.1opent which would create a 1iei 
agtiut he sueet property, made no ent ion of *the 1953 
ap1ieation." 


The applicatien that resulted in Contrect No. 
Idm-53T was tatel July 17, 1952. It teemi 1ikel, there-
fore, that you are ref.r?ing to an application dated 
3*t.mb*r 1, 15k, submitted by Norris L. and Charlea i, 
tM*, ooveri.ng a pro$rut of further exploration tt the 
atrtok1aid Butte mine, and identitied, as we advised, the 
applioaitt b 1ett.' of September 27, 195k, as Docket No, 
I)MU 3k99-)Ierury. That applioatiøn, after review and 
consu2tstion among the spropriats connodity spec'ialiats, 
ii denied by a separate letter on *erch 11, l95, and 
a000rdinly was not &Lscused in the above-iuentioned letter 
of Pebruary i8, 1955 which concerned on1 the outcome of 


ntraet No, ldi*-E53, Do4cet No. .DEA. 262'8-Mei'cury, 


Denial by the Defenae Minerals Exploration Admin-
istration of an application for exploration aid is generally 
made without preju&ioe to the property0 If you have new 
thforwation that wu1d sttfy a different conclusion about 
the merits of the Striakland Butt. mine, a new application 
could be aubmitted, which should 8tate such inf'ormation 
c1.ar1yj and, with your technical background, you will appre-
ciate that your conclUsions can be5t be euppo*t.d by a geo-
logie ma on a w'ørlc.tng scale showing sp.cificall.y any new 
asa r.su1t. 


Also en1oaed for your convenience are etense 
Minerals Kxploratio MLaini*t'ration aplioat ion. forms You 
can expedite conaideration of any revie.d application, should 
you decire to submit sam, by sending a oopy direct to Mr, A.E. 
Weissenborn, ExecutFve Qtft.,r, D& Field eaa, Region I - 
NOrthwest ietrict, south 151 Howard Street, Spokane , Wash-
ington, at the aae tiae that you submit three copies to the 
Defense Minerals Zxploration AdministratIon here jfl Wa$hifltOfl. 









		00000001

		00000002

		00000003

		00000004

		00000005

		00000006

		00000007

		00000008

		00000009

		00000010

		00000011

		00000012

		00000013

		00000014

		00000015

		00000016

		00000017

		00000018

		00000019

		00000020

		00000021

		00000022

		00000023

		00000024

		00000025

		00000026

		00000027

		00000028

		00000029

		00000030

		00000031

		00000032

		00000033

		00000034

		00000035

		00000036

		00000037

		00000038

		00000039

		00000040

		00000041

		00000042

		00000043

		00000044

		00000045

		00000046

		00000047

		00000048

		00000049

		00000050

		00000051







