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| |Cost Audits
Temination Notice or Agreement . ,
[ |Recision Notice |Field Team Semi-Annual Report for
[ |Assignment of Contract Certified Project
| Contract Amendments . Final Field Team Report (Tab)
[ [Contract with all exhibits and Operator's Final Report (Tab)
annexes ' _ Interim Field Team Reports
[_Jowner's Consent to Lien and | |Operator's monthly reports and all
Subordination Agreement ' attachments
[-}#oplication and attachments R On-site Exam Report (Tab)
S .| ]Settlement Sheets : /
Drill Logs
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Right Side

Left Side
Folders No. ¢ Reports Field Team Semi~-Annual Report for
[]Analysis of Semi-Annual . Certified Project
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Engineers o transmlttal, narratlve and map/s.
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‘Budget Bureai No, 42—R1035.3

UNITED. STATES ~ C _ Approyal expires :June 30, 1958

. | - DEPARTMENT- OF THE INTERIOR
ENSEl “MINE RALS EXPLOR‘?*TION ADMINISTRATION

o~

“FOR -AID IN'-;@AN EXPLORATION PROJECT

AORDER I UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950 AS AMENDED

APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK

. Docket Number. .-~
' Hely -
| !/.27 /.ﬁ C
! ,Govemment e

|Pearticipation s, . - T -

NAME OF A PLT ANT (Full legal name and marlmg address as lt should appear
on contract if one ts executed) =

ey K e T B

- h

'

o jDate Recelved

Mr. A D Drumm Jr.
Fallon, Nevada :

" |Reeion

. 'Di,vlsion 'Code' \

- ‘:_. i

r,OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE 'IF APPLICABLE
: " Address/ s :

‘- ws . o, P .
BUSINESS ORGANIZATION|-L
(Check one)

a

‘Indivtdual )
' Cotporation - .
Partnesship . TR Lo ) . . SREES . -
Other-'(Specify): . S RS TR S N T IR ST et T e '

State in which firm is B B L A R : RS
‘organized. Nevada B LU0 TR VT S "',f;‘ A
. Mmeral(s) for which you wish to explore o . R LOCATION ‘OF PROPERTY _ . S
‘ Cinnagbar (Mercury) =~ ~—° | Neme o T Cwmv o &Mer“
Estrmated Cost of ProJect v o Van NES S . Nye . Nevada
$ 27l65o_oo -

1.
S

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS i3

et e

N

Before t'tllmg ‘out thxs apphcation please read DMEA Order—I
Amended

this - applrcatrou form.
delays

companymg papers except as otherwise noted.
name and address on ‘each sheet.
maps, . and reports required as a part of this application is

described on the back - of this: form.

statement by the item number to which it applies. If an item

" does :not apply to- your application, show the’ item number on’

“Government Aid in Defense Exploratron Piojects.’” -
To assure iprompt action, " your apphcatrou must“’provxde all "

- applxcable ‘material - and mformatton specrt’ied on’ the back of "’
Avoxd unnecessary correspondence and
by’ submittmg complete -and accurate mformatron.“

. Please submrt !our copres of thrs applrcation and all ac-f‘_"
Place your".
Each item of information, -

Identify..each- attached

‘sketches shouId be used to supplement narrattve descnpttons
3 the property locatxon and- boundanes in item 1; existing
-"mine _workmgs and geology m item. 2, and. thé proposed,
fexploratron pfo;ect m xtem 4, ° When thrs 1nformat.ton is not
too complex, all of 1t may be shown on one’ map or sketch. :
'£A11 documents and other attachments submtted .as a part of
thxs'apphcatton, except those in item. 2(g) whtch you ‘mark.to
-be , returned become the. property -of the: Government- and will
:not be returned tg. the- apphcant. Send true copies, not
odginals, of leases, contracts, and other documents whxch
are an essential ‘part ot' ‘your ‘business records. Frle this
application with- the. Defen'se Minerals Exploratxon Adminis-
tration, 'Department of . thé Iitetiot, ‘Washington' 25, D, C.,

your statement and at‘ter it write’ “not apphcable. “Maps or " or thh the nearest DMEA Field Office. SR

" : R CERTHHCAﬂON« . J'hw ' . g3

The undermgned 'Vwbéfther‘"_‘as an rndfvidual' ““corporate vmat_ron ‘set forth “in thxs : form and accompanymg papers
'offrcer, partner, or’ otherwise, both -in". hxs own béhalf  is correct and complete, to the best of his knowledge
"and actmg for the apphcant, i certrnes._‘ that the mfor_— h . and, behef

o

BY (Signature)

i

Consulting Mining Geologisﬂ
Title
P O Box 982 .Reno, Nevada

A wilfully faise statement or certrfxcatton to any Department or Agency of. the United States. Government is a crrmmal offense.

U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001,
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UNIFED $TATES . |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR |
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION , '

11605 Evans Avenue
Reno, Nevada

August 27, 1957

Memorandum
To: Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Building
Washington 25, D. C.
Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II !
!

From:
Loan Application (Mercury)

Subject:
A. D. Drum, Jr.

Van Ness Mine
Nye County, Nevada

Enclosed are three sets of MF-103, Application :
The fourth set has i

for Aid forms relative to above subject.

been retained in our files.
Only one folder of substantiative data is enclosed i
i

but the Applicant has stated that three extra folders will be
A breakdown of his estimated costs

presented within a week.
will also be submitted.
]

OFFICIAL FILE COPY | |
PME A ;
RECEWEEAUG 29 1957

SR

S. Ricker

Attachments
DATE | iNitiaLs | OB
]
|

i
;

7
!






’ ‘ TELEPHONE FAIRVIEW 3-8549

KEITH N. MEADOR

CONSULTING

‘ MINING GEOLOGIST AND GEOPHYSICIST
REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR

P. O. BOX 982 - RENO, NEVADA

7
el
= R

RGCENED VUG 2@ ]&5\{’ [
of the BATE | TNiviALs | CODE |

PRELIMINARY VALUATION { ‘

VAN NESS MERCURY PROPERT

Spanish Belt District

NYE COUNTY, NEVADA

. for
Mr, A. D, Drumm, Jr.

Keith N, Meador November, 1956
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LOCATION .

A'The‘Van Ness Mercury Propertviis located153 road;miles north-
' easterly of Tonopah, Nevada, in the Toquima MOuntain Range, From
Tonopah this property is accessible to automobile travel over 19

" miles of oiled U S Highway 6 and State Route 8«A, and 34 miles of
State, County and Mine roads which are graded or unimproved, The
final three and one—half miles of this road are -rough with several
steep grades and sharp switchbacks. Much of the final ten miles
is. subject to damage by rapid runoff during any’ season.

' Elevations at this property range between 8bOO and 9000 feet
,above”sea level..jAll of the claims lie on a southeast,slope below
v theAToquima Crestline'and near Bald Mountain; VDrainage is southél
' easterly into Silver Creek and Monitor Valley. Excessive snowfall
and sub—freezing temperatures could handicap surface operations
and transportation during the months of November through March,

Water suitable for domestic use 1is available from several
nearby perennial»springs. Cabin number one (see map)., the mill
andvseveral'water tanks.have had water piped in at one time‘or
another. Water for mine use is currently discharging from the 150
level tunnel at the rate of about five*gallons per minute. Temper~
ature of this water at discharge point is roughly 500 Fahrenheit

Suitable accommodations for a working crew of eight or ten
men could be provided through some’ reconditioning and furnishing
cabins one, two and three (see map) Cabins four and five are -
deteriorated beyond rehabilitation.'

Some mine 1abor is available from Tonopah Manhattan, Austin

and other nearby communities at the rate of $2 25 per hour on a





® o L }
40~hour -week basis,' Production and furnacing operations would require
employment of at least one foreman who is experienced in mereury pro= .
‘ duction. Such a man, capable and experienced would require a salary'
;of about $ 600,00 per month

Timber suitable for mine use does not grow in this vicinity.
Some mine timber and a fair supply,of lumber is available from ‘
Tonopah.where the cost is approiimately‘$'120 00 per‘thousand.board
feet, Large quantities of timber and lumber, if.needed, could.be
imported from California at a substantial saving over the above
figure.

Powder, hand tools and small items of equipment are sold and
'serviced.at Tonopah,_ Some used mine machinery is also availablel‘
from towns and mine camps.within a reasonable distance."Complete
lines of mine machinery'andAequipment.are sold at Reno, Salt Lake

City and California Coast Cities,

HISTORY |
Mercury minerals were discovered here and located by Mr. Jde

,Humphrey in 1928 The claims were sold to Mr, Raymondean Ness in .
that year.‘ 30 foot by 30 inch. Cottrell Furnace was installed and
about 38 060 pounds of mercury metal produced in 1930 and 31.
Mr. Homer Williams and,John Connolly of Tonopah,acquired the property.
under'judgment late in'l§31.' Tne price of mercuryfhad fallen from Ny
'$'IOQ;QO per flask in 1927’to about $ 50.QO-per'f1ask in 1932,

| The Sentinel Groupnof‘claims, six ininumber, were surVeyed
for patent application'(survey-number'4696Q‘U'S‘ﬁinera1 Monument
" nurnber 318) in 1929 and 1930 by Edward L, Haff, U S Mineral Surveyor.:
Subsequently, the patent application on Sentinel and Sentinel Number
One was approvedvand‘issued to Williamsfand Connolly, One additional
location (The Lucky Strike)buas-made contiguous'to the Sentinel Group,

-2 -





, .
. . - ’

bringing the total acreage held under patent and location to about lhO‘v
Various ownership adjustments have been made over the years and the
| title 1is presently held by Mr. John Connolly (5/8) Tonopah Nevada
and~Mrs. Eugene T, Laugenour,(3/8) WOodland California, Mrs.'t’
Laugenour is the,widowdof'Mr.lWilliams, former partner to Connolly,

This'property has been leased and operatedaby a number of
Companies and individuals over the years. Goldfield Consolidated
Mining Company operated under 1ease and partial ownership during
1940~41 and 42.. Paul Martin leased and produced some mercury during '
severaliyears before and after the time of Goldfield Consolidated.,
Basal PreScott, a mining engineer, has conducted_exploration under
lease agreement; | |

Complete production records were not kept by thepowners.f One
Government publication, "Quicksilver Deposits in Nevada', credits
this property.nith-a‘production history.of 728.76-poundiflasks to
the end of 1943, 'Some mercury‘haslbeen‘producedFhere since 1943
and it'is reasonable to think that much_of'the‘early production and
that of small Operations has escaped the records. Mr. ConnOIly is of
the opinion that total production to date is in the neighborhood of
‘l 500 flasks or about 115 000 pounds of metal

lDEVELOPMENT AND MINERALIZATION

| One map compiled by W D Michell from records of Goldfield.
COnsolidated anad E,. S. Giles, shows approximately 2,700 feet of
underground development This work was done on four main levels,

" the deepest of which was 150 feet ' Shown also are NUMEroOUS raises,
inclines, stopes and intermediate levels._ Assay results shbwn_are
spotty and very incomplete. ’Highest grade 6f‘bfe shown 1s near the
O0tt Shaft on and near the 150 1evel. Two feet-of 300'pound ore and

three feet of 200 pound ore are indicated in an . incline from the 150
' fe 3=





RV R T 2 Whai et o
ZE i, (R WA T
el ‘h.‘-r SN Y ,

PLATE 2

Looking northward
toward Van Ness
vicinity from Neveada
State Route #82

Looking down from
East Ridge over the
Mahogany Stope, Ott
Shaft end Furnace
building

Looking down from

East Ridge over the
area in above photo
eand living quarters
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which correspondsfroughly to a 20 foot offset in'the*Ott‘Shaft.
| Nnnerous other high grade - and goodtgrade'orersampies7are showh.and
Mr., Cirac reports'that’much of the best ore was mined from the
Mahogany" Stope Area which is now caved (see map).
‘ Veins are mentioned on the development map but their geology
‘is neither shown nor described.' It appears, from correlating surface.
geology with this development map, that all the ore zones or veins
strike a few degrees north of east dip roughly 65 degrees south-
ward and rake downward to the southeast Consequently, the most
favorable 1ocation for discovery of new ore 1is indicated to be south-
easterly and possibly below the present workings
ALY of the underground workings are inaccessible at present.
The ground is known to be heavy and dangerous.
.Surface.and neargsurface examination-has shown the cinnabsr
dépoSition was controlled by'at‘least threengeologic conditions:

-1, A host rock environment of" highly fractured and broken .
' sedimentaries, preferably oherty 1ime members,

2, Concentrations of kaolin and other clay minerals resulting
" from a combination of pre-mineral fracturing and hydro-
- thermal alteration and percolating ground waters.

3. Silicification in the form of breccia cementing and quartz
veins.

At locations where all'three conditions are met, cinmabar minerale'
" ization is usuaily present. All these conditions are'satisfied at
the,caved Mahogany Stope; 250 feet east 1n a doser cut; Loo feet 4
east in arcleared area and again on the‘east ridge in at least twok
pfo@pect pits, ‘Silicification alone does not neoessarilygindicate
the. presence of-cinnabar-on this property. Several qnarts veins

on the east ridge appear to be barren.' Likewise »there are several
' kaolinized areas having no quartz which were found to contain no

cimmabar on panning,





’,' BENJ. PARKER . PLATE 3 .

NEVADA MINERAL LABORATORIES

336 MORRILL PHONE RENO 21001
RENO, NEVADA
ASSAY CERTIFICATE
M.... Keith N, Meador .~~~ AL-B=56
WE HAVE ASSAYED YOUR..........onnnn.. SAMPLES AND FIND.......eren CONTAINS: (PER TON OF 2000 LBS.)
mank |0 B0 | VANSE lostvem | AEeD. | gorpme | MERURY| oz | wo. | LS | e con
1 *7 - ' 3.8
2 5 , 6.6
3 . "3 . ‘ 3 . ’4

Charges: «....xald .
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IR LIST OF ORE ASSAYS

Gold only - - - - - - - — = - - $2.00
Silver only - - = = = = = = = - 1.50
‘Gold and Silver - ssme sapple - 3,00
opper = = = = = = = = = = = == 3.00
Ie8d = = = = = = - = - - - = -- 3.00
IrOn -------------- 3.00
Zing = - = = = = - - =« - = == 3.00
Neroury = = = = = = = = = = « - 3.00
Uranium = = = = = = =« = = = = = 10.00
Tangsten = = « = = = = = = = == 7.60
Free Gold by Amalgamation - ~ - 3,00
Bullion Assay -~ G0ld =-==-eee=- 3.00
Bullion Assay - S1ilver =--=-=-- - 3.00

Chemical Determinations

Alumina, Caleium, Carbon (Graphite),
Iron, Magnesium, Silica snd Sulphur,
Q@80h - - - - - - - = - - = - = 3.00

Antimony, Arsenic, Barium, Thromium,
Nickel, Phosphorus, Tin, Manganese,
eath - - - = - - = = = - - - =~ 6.00

Bisgputh, Cadmium, Potassium, Cobalt,
Sodium, Titanium, Vensdium, Molybde-
num, Boric Acid, Palladium, Platimum,
eadh = - = - - - - = - - - - -~ 10,00

Qualitative Spectrographio Analys%s
S «00

All Assays Run in Dupliocate
Where clients have not already established
oredit in this office it is expected that
charges will be prepaid.

Remittance should be sent by separate letter
and in each case instructions should be en-
closed with the samples.

Many samples are received at this office
without proper instructions. We cannot assume
the responsibility of assaying samples where
the marks and instruotions are not complete
and definite. Shipper's name and address
should be placed inside of the package, as
outside labels are often mutilated in trameit





tThree samples“Were cuttfor’assay to compare with some of the -

.v : panning results.

#1.

From a shallow shaft. located on the east edge of the
caved Mahogany Stope, This material pans some better .
than the assays indicate.

From one wall of the caved stope area, This material

#2,
panned less cinnabar than sample one, The inconsistency
may be due to the fact that slightly coarser material
was panned for sample two.

#3. From one prospect pit on_the - east ridge. Pannings were

‘roughly equal to those on sample one and some better than

the assays indicate.

Many pannings were made during this preliminary examination.

At locations where geolcgic conditions favor mineralization, cinnsbar

would usually show in the concentrate.’ As 1s normally expected in |

surface panning, the amount of cinnabar was highly inconsistent

throughout the property.

Mineralization of questionable importance was observed on’ the

Sentinel Number Five claim. A shallow shaft near the road has

exposed scheelite in altered‘limestone. Any ambitlious development

program here_Would do well to conduct some further examination of

this showing,

. GENERAL GEOLOGY

The general geology is characterized by a narrow belt of

Paleozoic sediments,_several_miles long,‘trending northeasterly

'through a massive, granitic type intrusion, Gradational meta-

norphism”has produced phyllite;-hornfels end schistose rocks from

interbedded 1imestones, shales and'sandy shales, None of these

sedimentaries have escaped metamorphiSm but a few have retained

. their original identity.

- The surrounding granitic rocks exhibit a variety of textures,

' ranging from fine equigranulsar through coarsely crystalline,

- 5=
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porphyritic, pegmatitic _and gneissic. This variety of texture
'shown by what ET ) fundamentally a homogeneous rock mass indicates
the cooling magma - was solidified under variable pressure conditions,
-The gneissic texture indicates further that considerable tectonic'
pressures were being applied in this vicinity subsequent to the
magmas solidification,

Evidence of fault structure within the sedimentaries is wide~
spread Repetitious bedding, changing strike direction and opposing
dips all indicate a complex fault and fracture pattern. As much of
4the .area 1is covered by soil and talus,'a precise study of fault
:structure is difficult; however, all of the quartz veins are believed
to follow lines of dilation fractures..

A complex system of minor fractures was observed at the caVed
- Mahogany Stope., It is altogether probable that fault structure has
controlled ore deposition in alvery general way, One major break is
shown (W, D, Michell Map) to coincide-roughly with the 150 level
development and ore zone."Detailedistudviof the underground workings '
would undoubtedly disclose that all of the ore bearing zones roughly
'.parallel lines of ma jor faults.

Joint sets in igneous rocks were observed but. not mapped as

they appear to have no{bearing ‘on the cimmabar mineralization.

PROSPECTS FOR DEVELOPING NEW ORE
,'No ore reserves are kn0wn'toAbe bloched'out‘by,underground .
development and extensivelnearésurface mineralizatidn is only inag
dicated by 0ld and’ recent surface work, : | |
Possibilities for developing new. ore appear good and further
gtesting of these possibilities would be justified under favorable
conditions of lease and option. ' '

Geologic conditions ‘which are known to have a direct connection
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- with cinnabar depositionnwere observed at intervals over a distance
of at 1east'900 feet.' Records of~underground'development‘indicate
that'high grade mercury ore does exist on this property at a depth,
which could conceivably be mined through open pit methods. In thisg

. connection it was interesting to- observe that much, 1if not all, of:

-the'metasedimentariesvcould”be'moved by modern heavy machinery,
Except’for a feW‘highly silicified areas, veryllittle drilling and
blasting would be required, N |

Caving of all" access routes to the underground workings has
left.much to be desired.' Detailed mapping and systematic sampling
of these extensive workings could lead to more ore finding than -
many hundred dollars worth of new work, " The ore Indicated directly
below grid station 8l0 N- 14ROvE (see Michell map) may have been
mined out, A new vertical shaft at this location would be too
costly a venture without additional Justification. Reopening and
. reoonditioning of 380 feet of tunnel is required to reach.this»‘
point through the 150 level. For mining purposes, this is the most

‘desirable access route; however, this tunnel could be in a condition'

which would require a greater expenditure than a new vertical shaft."

One other possibility is presented in the Ott incline shaft.. Re-
oonditioning of this shaft and possibly 20 feet of crosscut would
krender access to the most desirable area on the 150 1evel and
probably much more of the entire mine. -

Nearusurface mineralization on the east ridge will Justify
'further testing.' The Stovepipe Tunnel heading easterly is closed
"at the portal and little is known of this ‘work; however, it appears
to be south of the mineralized zone about 25 feet There-is some
suggestion of continuity between the mineralization on this east

ridge and that in-the Mahogany,stope area, It is the east ridge

-7 -
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that should be prospected with heavy equipment. First to determine
the extent of mineralization and secondly, to test the economic
application of open pit miningrmethods in this drea, This ridge-
:holds the greatest,potential'for a 1arge»tonnage.operation‘if"any
appreciable width Canibe}developed; - 4 |

cosTs

| Many factors are known to have a direct bearing on mining and

furnacing costs and also upon operating efficiency at the Van Ness

- Property.

1. Cinnabar mineralization occurs in highly kacliniaed;
- porous ground...Thisimaterial has a-very high capacity to hold
waterjand the'newiyﬁmined ore will be wet‘even after'long’periods;
of dryness. The amountlof_fuei required to drive off the moisture
would'probably equal_or;exceed‘that required tO;vaporize the mercury.

2. ACCOrding,to’Mr;‘Connoily,'the'BO foOt_Cottreil-Furnace
will operate,efficiently bn¢alnaximunzof.18 tons of ore per day.
An operation 1inited_to i8 tonS-per day would be prOfitable.onlyu"
on very high grade ore, Generailytspeaking, it 1is necessary'to
slow down furnace intake as'the grade of'ore increases, Evidently
’the‘furnacing facilities wili needrto be increased prior to‘any
ambitious developmentvprogram. ) |

3. Cimnabar mineralization has been exposed and mined at

many surface 1ocations having more or 1ess continuity in an east~
west trend over 900 feet. Cinnabar ore, both high and low grades
have been developed and mined through a down-dip extension of 150
feet and over an east—west trend of 300 feet
| h, The mineralized zone is not known to be of any certain or
regular width and further, it is not known to contain cinnabar

f‘throughout -
, -8 -





‘ 5; Climate and weather conditions could seriously handicap
mining and furnacing operations during December through March of any

year,

'SUMMARY

The Van Ness Mercury Property is located 53 road miles north-'
.easterly of Tonopah ‘Nevada near'Bald Mountain in the Toquima
Mountain Range, This prcperty, at an elevation of nearly 9000 feet,
“_1s subject to extreme cold and heavy snowfall during the months of
‘December through March of any year. Water suitable for domestic use
is available on the property, and three existingvcabins, in need of
some repair, will'aocommcdate a crew of eight or ten men, vThis
: property is-poOrly‘situated,with respect to supplies and equipment,
Mercury minerals were discovered on‘this ground in 1928 and
.production of the metal since that time is estimated at about
115,000 pounds, The property consists .of two patented lodes and five
"lode locations.‘ Current ownership is in the hands of Mr. John Connolly
: (5/8), Tonopah, Nevada and Mrs, Eugene_T,-Laugenour (3/8), Woodland,
California. - | | | | |

Development work to date includes about 2 700 feet of shaft,
'tunnel and crosscut with accessory stopes, winzes and raises. '
.Several 1arge dozer cuts and numerous. small shafts and pits testify
for much time spent in prospecting this area.

| Certain geologic and structurel conditions are believed to

’govern cinnabar deposition to a,great extent, Pre~mineral.fractur~'
‘ing, kaolinization and silicification appear to have had a direct |
influence on ore deposition._' ‘

Paleozoic sedimentary rocks are enposed in a narrow eastawest
vtrending band and are surrounded on all sides by igneous rocks of

granite composition and texture, _Heat and tectonic forces have





metamorphosed portions of both.the Sedimentaries and intrusives.' No
. volcanic rocks outcrop in this area. |
No ore reserves are known to be blocked out, but the pos—
__sibilities for developing new ore appear to be very good.' Host
rock conditions are favorable to'application of open;pitimining
- methods if a suitable grade and thickness of ore can be developed.
Most of the important underground development is inaccessible at
present and moderate expenditures to gain partial access appear to
be Jjustified, Reconditioning of the Ott incline: shaft (150 feet)
presents the most economical approach
Furnacing facilities on the property include. the original
30 foot by 30 inch‘Cottrell,Rotary Furnace, gun type-feeder and
“eleven condensing-tubes. AIl of\thisrequipment is in poor condit-
ion and-in need of'repair.; As-this furnace'has a maximum capacity'
“of 18 tons per day, new or additional facilities are required to
support any ambitious development program.
Many factors are known to have .a direct bearing on mining
and furnacing ‘costs at this property, -Volume and grade of ore -
' available, method of extraction_and_furnacing capacity are all of
' paramount 1mportance. Too few data are at hend to accurately
calculate profit or loss estimates on any operation here, -
| " Visible cinnabar mineralization and mercury production history'
justify further examination of this property to determine whether
a profitable operation can be expected under present mercury metal

quotations.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

.The following plan of precedure is_recommended in connection

with the Van Ness Mercury Property.

-1, Enter 1nto a signed agreement with the property owners under
' - the following basic termS° :

A,

. B..

G

Lease to be for a period of ten years renewable for ten .

_ years at Lessees option.

Lease to cover two patented lodes; namely the Sentinel and

Sentinel No, One, and five lode locations; namely Sentinel )

numbers 2 through 5 and Lucky Strike

- Owners agree to permlit Lessee to enter in and upon the

property at his oiwn discretion and to conduct exploration
and testing as he may deem necessary at any time from the

‘date of signing until such time asssurface examination is

complete or until July 1, 1957. At this time Lessee must
declare his intentioms, and in the event they are to ex-
ercise his option to lease, a nominal cash payment may be
reasonably expected. by the owners from Lessee, In the
event Lessee, by his own decision, elects to conduct

‘further exploration in the form of reopening the exist-

ing underground workings, owners should agree to provide

a 90-day, payment free, extension of time,

Any and all advenced payments, minimum and production
royalty payments are to apply against the final purchase
price, , A

Nominal minimum monthly royalties to be paid to-the
owners by Lessee should start on August 1, 1957 or on
October 1, 1957 in the- event Lessee elects to reopen the
underground workings. : :

f.Prcductlon royalties to be pald to owners by Lessee are

to be computed at the rate of 10% of the sales value of
all mercury metal produced from this property after de-
ducting the actual cost of furnacing operations, Produc-
tion royalties are to be computed and paid each quarter
annum.v- . ,

Minimum monthly advanced royalties should be waivered
during the months December through March, ' .

Lessee should have the'optionvto'purchase'all right and,
title to this property from the owners for a clearly

-stipulated amount, Lessee should also have the unqualified

right to exercise this option at’ any time he so chooses.

Certain- protective clauses should be incorporated into

~ the lease to benefit both parties against damage suits,





3.

| liens, losses, indebtedness and uncontrollable incon—
veniences imposed by others.

J. All advance and production royalty payments should be
made directly to a bank of the owners choice for dis~
tribution.'

Move one D-8 engine with plow and dozer blade to the Van
‘Ness Property in the spring of 1957 whenever convenient

and when snow conditions permit, Conduct the following

‘surface examination

A, Supervised surface cuts and trenches normal to the
mineralized - zone trending easterly through the east
ridge.

B, Expose and cut bedrock in an area approximately 50 feet
_east. of the caved Mahogany Stope. ‘

‘C; Expose and cut bedrock at two or three additional locat-

ions easterly and on the same trend developed by "B,

D, Conduct careful and systematic panning, mapping and

sampling in all the above cuts and trenches.

Correlation of the information gained through this
work should point up the possibility of developing a large
low-grade or smaller high-grade ore body., Knowledge should
also be avallable at this time regarding the profitable
application of open pit mining methods.

Petermine upon completion of the surface exploration,
whether reopening of the underground workings is Jjustifled.
Mercury metal quotations at this time, coupled with the ine-
formation gained through surface work should govern in this
decision.

The decision to install crushing facilities end rehabilitate
furnacing facilities, with possible additions thereto, must
necessarily be delayed until such time as exposed mineral-

ization will Justify these actions.

. A".—: 'lz”





MINING LEASE AND OPTION

,‘ THIS LEASE AND OPTION ‘made and entered into this lst day of
January, 1957, by and between JOHN CONNOLLY of Tonopah, Nevada, and
'MRS. HOMER L. WILLIAMS of 328 California Avenue, Reno, Nevada, here-
inafter referred to as the LESSORS, and A. D, DRUMN.‘JRQ, of P. O,

Box'19l, Fallon, Nevada, hereinafter referred to as the LESSEE,

WITNESSE TH:

That the Lessors, for and in consideration of‘thebrents,
royaities, covenants-and agreementsrhereinafter reserved and set
forth, and by the~Lessee.to'be kept and performed, have leased, let
‘and demised unto'the‘said Lesseerfor the purpose of mining, all that
| certain piece or'parcel of miningAground 'together with the improve-
ments, buildings, and other appurtenances situated lying and - being
in the County of Nye, State of Nevada, to—wit‘ :‘

The SENTINEL SENTINEL #1 SENTINEL #2, SENTINEL #3,

'SENTINEL #4, SENTINEL #5 and LUCKY STRIKE mining claims located

in that area commonly known .as VAN NESS, in the Barcelona

,Mining District of Nye County, Nevada. | |

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD unto- said Lessee said demised premises for
the purposes of mining, beginning January 1st 1957, and ending on
the 31st day of December, 1966, ‘at midnight, o

o IN CONSIDERATION THEREOF the said Lessee does hereby covenant
and agree with the said Lessors, as follows, to-wit:

1. To enter upon said leased premises forthwith, weather con-~
ditions permitting, to'begin working on said premises and to work
the same in proper, skillful and minerlike fashion, and in manner
necessary to good and economical mining so as to take out the great-
est amount of ore possible with due_regard to the safety, preservat-
'ion'and.development'of‘said premises asta,Workable mine,

ThehLessee'shall well and sufficientiyptimber the mine at all
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‘points where proper, in accordance with good mining custom and pro~,
}cedure. The Lessee shall at ‘all times keep the drifts, tunnels and
other workings being actively mined by Lessee thoroughly drained o
and clear of waste, rock and rubbish

The Lessee shall occupy and hold all cross ~and parallel lodes,
spurs, or mineral deposits of any kind which may be discovered by
the Lessee, or any person under them in any manner, by working within
or from the leased premises as the property of the Lessors ‘with privie
ledge to Lessee of workingfthe'same.as a parcel of theileased premises,:
and Subject_to aii of'the‘terms and‘conditions herein:ccntained.

2, To immediately p0st'and‘keep_posted on the property due and
proper~notices relieying LeSsors from any'and ail liability or respons—j
ibility for work done on said premises or from any injuries to persons
for damage to property occurring or committed on said premises.‘

3. To promptly pay all wages for work done and to comply with
all laws,  federal, state and local pertaining to mining and mining
operations, including the carrying and maintaining of Industrial
Accident Insurance on employees. |

h.' To.permit Lessors their agentS'or representatives, to haved
access to said demised premises at any reasonable time. for the purpose
of inspecting the same. | |

5. To pay to the LeSsors royaities on»the.gross-sales of'products
dn each and every ‘ton of ore, mineral or other product taken, milled
or extracted from said property as follows:

‘ TEN PERCENT (10%) of all ore values‘taken by'Lessee from

said mine or premises during the term of this Lease, less freight

from Tonopah to buyer, however, commencing September 1, 1957, and

thereafter, Lessee covenants to pay the royalty hereinabove
specified, or the sum of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($5OO 00)" mcnthly,
~whichever is the greater. :

6. To promptly pay all: costs of operation and maintenance of
vsaid.premises, including taxes of any kind whatsoever after January lst,

-2 -





-1957, aSSessed thereon, and at all times'to keep said property,free
.“and,ciear of any and all iiens'or encumbrances.Of'any nature orrkind'
‘}whatsoever,t' | _‘” 1' | _l | y A
7. At theftermination~of this'lease by lapse of time, forfeiture,
or otherwise, to deliver,uthO‘said.Lessorstthe said premises in'as“
: good conditionvasgwhen received,Aallowing'for the mining and_deVelop—
ment thereon by the Lessee.’ In the event of the forfeitﬁre‘or termin-
Aation'of.thiS'aéreement'as.hereinafter'set forth, 1t is}understood and
agreed‘that all improvements, including rail in place, made 1in or
“about saild property by'the‘Lessee and'affiXed to the realty and con-
stituting a part thereof ‘together with operational maps, assays and
Treports, shall remain the property of the Lessors, but all property
of a personal nature, including machinery, tools or equipment, subject
to remcval without damage to the realty or improvements, may be re-
moved therefrom by the Lessee within sixty (60) days from the date of
the said forfeiture or cancellation of this agreement Failing which,
‘the'same shall revert to the'Lessors. It is understood and agreed
‘that the foregoing provision shall apply to any water applications,v
‘rights or privileges acquired by the- Lessee on the property or used in
connection therewith that is to say, that the same shall also revert |
to the Lessors in the event of the forfeiture, termination or cancel-
11ation of this agreement and the Lessee agrees to forthwith convey the
same, | | |
| It is further 'understood and agreed that no machinery, building
Or-equipment owned by the Lessors and presently situated on the pre-
',mises shall‘be removed by the.Lessee WithOut.the'written'consent
therefor being first had and obtained from the Lessors.
-,8, To do and perform any necessary annual assessment work that

may be required on the property during the 1ife of this agreement A
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timely notice oftthe'completion of'said assessment work and the filing
~of a notice of the same shall be made by the Lessee as required by 1aw.

9. Time is of the essence of this agreement and in the event
that‘Lessee shall,fail'to make any_payment or payments as herein pro~-
vided or shalllfail'to perform‘each and‘every'cOVenant term and con-
_dition as herein provided, ‘the Lessors may, after ten (10) days'
notice in writing given to Lessee within which to cure saild default
or violation, and’ provided said default or violation has not been
'oured during sald TEN (10) day period declare said lease forfeited
cancelled and terminated, and enter and repossess all of the property'
" herein demised with or without process of law, and in such event, all
- payments made hereunder.may.be-retained by the-Lessors as liquidated
damages. - | | |
| IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOREGOING PREMISES and the payment of
ONE DOLLAR-(%l 00) ‘paid by the Lessee to the Lessors, the receipt
whereof ‘is hereby acknowledged the said Lessors do hereby give and
'grant to the Lessee the exclusive right and option to purchase from
saild Lessors the whole of those certain mining claims, premises and
-'appurtenances, as in the . foregoing Lease set forth, for the full
'purchase price of SIXTY THOUSAND DOLLARS | ($6O 000, OO) payable to the
Lessors at Tonopah Nevada, ‘in cash or “the equivalent thereof, onvor
- before the termination of the within and foregoing Lease agreement,
or any extension thereof

‘It is understood and agreed that any royalties ‘paid under the
foregoing Lease shall be applied to,and:be credited upon the-FIVE
HONDRED DOLLAR ($SO0.00) payment due on the first day of the'monthv
following the date on which~said royalty is,reCeived hy the Lessors,
it being understood that:the $500;OO paymentpshall’constitute a

-minimum monthly royalty,-as well as constituting an installmentlpayé
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ment under the Option agreement_herein._

In the event that the Lessee shall exercise the option to pur-
‘chase said pr0perty, it is understood and agreed that any and all
royalties from production which may be paid by the Lessee to the
Lessors as in this Lease provided, or any extension or extenS1ons
thereof, shall apply upon the purchase price in the Option to Purchase
set forth, and be credited thereon, | | |

Any and all payments made . to the Lessors by the Lessee either'
under the Lease or the Option to Purchase contained herein, shall
immediately become the property of the Lessors. And in the event |
~ that this Lease is terminated or forfeited, all payments of royalties
made prior to said forfeiture and termination shall be retained by
the Lessors as reasonable. rental of the property. ; .

' The Lessors hereby represent that title to each“and all ofvthe
premises and properties hereinabove referred to is good and_merchant—
able;'subject only to the paramount interest of the United States,
"and freeifrom all. encumbrances or liens by them suffered'or committed.,
However, it is acknowledged by the parties hereto that some of the
'above—described claims may be the subject of a patent issued by the
‘United States of,Amerioa, and_thatva diligent search will be»conducted
to determine the exact status of the.title to said,claims;'it being o
‘the intention of ‘the parties hereto that .the description of the above-,
,described properties may be amended to reflect the true status of
title when proper records are produced and recorded by the Lessors.

A1l written notices provided for in the foregoing Lease and -
Option agreement to be served ‘upon the respective parties shall be
sent by registered mail return receipt requested through a United
States Post Office,-postage prepaid, and addressed to the said parties

‘at their reSpectivefaddresSes, and such notices. shall be effective on
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"the day of delivery, the'addresses of the partiesbbeing as herein-

| before set forth in this Lease agreement unless. and until the respect-
ive parties give written notice of the. change of addresses.

It is expressly understood and agreed that the within and fore-
going Lease hereby granted and the Option to Purchase herein contained
shall be construed as a single instrument, and the failure of the
Lessee to perform the terms of the Lease agreement or the Option
agreement as»herein set forth shall immediately cancel both the Lease

‘agreement and the Option to Purchase as hereinbefore set forth, snd
the same'thereupon shall be of no further force or effect, all pay-

. ments having been made under thisiagreementvremaining the property of
the Lessors as liquidated damages, Notice ofvdefault'of theiterms'or
conditions of’the Option shall be given in the same manner as set
forth and provided for in the Lease agreement

Time is of the. essence of each and every item, covenant and
condition of the foregoing Lease and Option to Purchase agreement
' and the same-shall be binding upon all of the heirs, executors, ad-
’ministrators;'successorsdand‘assigns'of all the parties hereto, end
' shall not be altered or. amended in any respect except by an instrument
in writing signed by the respective parties. ‘

It is.further understood and agreed that the Lessee shall not
assign or transfer this Lease and Option agreement in whole or in
,part without the written consent of the Lessors “being first had and
obtained |

It is further acknowledged by the parties hereto that the Lessee
may apply for DMEA assistance, and in this regard the Lessors covenant

to execute such instruments as are necessary by the owners of such

properties approved by the proper government agency for such explora—

o tion and develcpment assistance.

- 6 -





All payments of royalty and/or purchase price made under the ,
terms of this Lease and Option, during the term hereof, shall be made
payable to the Lessors, through the First National Bank of Nevada,
'Tonopah;*Nevada, Branch.‘ Upon payment_of'the initial five thousand -
dollars ($5,000,00) the Lessors shall deposit a good and sufficient
deed of conveyance; cbnveying the said propertv to the Lessee, with
‘the said First National Benk of Nevada, Tonopah, Nevada, Branch, as
escrow, with instructions to said escrowvto deliver said deed of con-
veyance to the Lessee upon payment of the balance of the purchase
price, All fees:andfexpenses.of escrow shall,be borne equally by the
: Lessors and - Lessee | | | | |

Lessors do hereby Waive any reduired work provisions or the pay-~
ment of the minimum monthly" royaltyrguaranteed hereinabove when‘the
- work, either.mining,'miliingvor development, 1s prevented by extreme
adverse weather.conditions,.however'the Lessee shall have the.final
- and sole»amthOrity to determine whether the'weather conditions are
such as would prevent ‘work" being accomplished |

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have hereunto set their

hands and seals the day and year first above written.

" John Connolly

§§g§§ Mrs. Homer L. Willlems

QS LESSORS‘

~A. D. Drumm, Jr,





ADDENDUM TO MINING LEASE ANDAOPTION

THIS ADDENDUM made and entered into this 19th day of March 1957,
by and between JOHN CONNOLLY of Tonopah Nevada, and MRSv HOMER L. |
‘WILLIAMS of 328 GalifOrnia Avenue, Reno, Nevada, hereinafter referred
to as. the LESSORS and A. D. DRUMM, JR f P. 0. Box 191, Fallon,
f_Nevada, hereinafter referred to as the LESSEE,
| W IT NE S SETH:

THAT WHEREAS, the parties hereto entered 1nto a written Mining
‘ Lease and‘Option agreement, dated January lst 1957, relating to the
' SENTINEL, SENTINEL #1, SENTINEL #é -SENTINEL #3, SENTINEL #4 |
SENTINEL #5 and LUCKY STRIKE mining claims, located in that ares

" commonly Known as VAN‘NESS, in the Barcelona Mining District of Nye
| County, Nevada, said Mining'Lease anleption being incorporated.by
reference herein; and | L | »‘ |

WHEREAS,Uit'isDthe desireiandhintention'of'the parties hereto
to amend and clarify said mining Lease and Option in certain respects
for the mutual benefit of the parties hereto,

| NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the mutual covenants herein
' contained it is agreed as follows: o ,

1. With reference to Paragraph 5, page 2 of'Said Mining Lease
and Option, the Lessee shall pay over to the Lessors the royalty pro—'
‘vided therein on or before the expiration of ten (10) days from the
‘date of receipt by the Lessee of the proceeds of any sales of any ore,

‘ mineral or other product taken or extracted from sald property.

2,  Paragraph 3, page 6 lines 18 to . 21, inclusive, is hereby

deleted in 1ts~entirety, and in place thereof the following is inserted:
'It is further'understood and agreed that the Lessee may -

assign or transfer this Lease and Option agreement, in whole or 1n'part,

‘ without the written consent,of'the LesSors being first had and obtailned;





® S o
however, in the,event‘that the Lessee shalliassign or transfer‘this
Lease and bption“agreement,'in uhole or,in,part, the LeSSee.covenants
to pay over to:thejLessors TWENTY—FIVE PERCENT (25%) of any considera- .
jtion received by‘said Lessee for the assignment orztransfer of this
Mining Lease and Option, and such amount paid over.to Lessors shall be
applied against the total purchase price as hereinabove stated.

3. Paragraph 5, page 6 lines 27 to 32- inclusive, and lines 1
to 5, inclusive page 7, 1s hereby deleted in its entirety, and the
following substituted therefor:

All.payments.of royalty.and/or purchase price made under
the terms of this Lease and Option during the term hereof, shall be
i:made payable to the Lessors through the First National Bank of Nevada,
Tonopeah, Nevada, Branoh Within THIRTY,(30) days after receipt of
written demand from the Lessee, ‘the Lessors shall deposit a good and
,sufficient deed of conveyance, conveying the said property to the
' Lessee, with the said First National Bank of Nevada, Tonopah Nevada
Branch, as escrow, with instructions to said escrow to deliver said
deed of conveyance to.the Lessee upon payment of the balance of the
purchase price;u,All fees and expenses ofvescrow sha11~be borne
equally by the Lessors and Lessee,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto'have hereunto set their

‘-hands and sealsﬂthe-day and year first above written,

ﬁ{ , JOHN CONNOLLY
\ MRS, HOMER L. WILLIAMS
% >\ |  LESSORS.

A D DRUMM JR.

LESSEE.





P. O. BOX 982 - RENO, NEVADA . ‘ TELEPHONE FAIRVIEW 3-8549

KEITH N. MEADOR

CONSULTING
MINING GEOLOGIST AND GEOPHYSICIST
REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR

Progress Report
VAN NESS MERCURY

Nye County, Nevada

In May of 1957, heavy machinery was moved on the Van Ness
Property and surface work was performed in the areas of strongest
mineralization, On the east ridge a narrow vein structure was
exposed over a strike length of about 300 feet., Pamnnings, from
any point along this vein would yield cimmabar in appreciable
quantity and the decision was made to further inspect this mineral
condition through some underground work, All of the necessary
equipment and tools were moved in and three men were engaged to
sink a 4 X 7 vertical shaft, At a depth of 21 feet the vein had
widened to three feet and cinnabar was found locally across 16
inches, Strongest mineralization was observed to be accompanied
by granular quartz and on a southerly dip,

At this depth, a small drift tummel was run easterly along
the hanging wall, This work further pointed up the easterly rake
and the necessity of quartz mineralization,

Two ad joining samples, each across eight inches, were assayed
for mercury and it was calculated the 16 inch vein contained about
9.5 pounds of mercury per ton,

It has now become apparent that this narrow vein was salting
a broad zone of surface soil, Pannings in this vicinity during
the preliminary examination (November, 1956) indicated a 10-foot
zone which would average nearly four pounds of mercury per ton,

Obviously open pit methods will have no application here and
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future development will have to be underground,

Past development and production has illustrated clearly that
the ore zones here strengthen with depth to at least 150 feet below
the surface, Mining in the old stovepipe tunnel has exposed cin-
nabar mineralization and recent work has proven the vein to be
continuous through the east ridge, The vein here has shown a
marked improvement at a 21 foot depth;

Under present market conditions surrounding mercury, an
energetic development program here is Justifled,

Recommendations are to recondition the stovepipe tunnel and
continue driving easterly (approximately 500 feet) to a point
below the old 40~foot vertical shaft, This work will develop 150
feet of depth at that point and will also explore several hundred
feet of the vein structure, Crosscutting 30 feet in either direct-
ion from this tunnel should be conducted on 100 foot intervals at
three stations as indicated, Raising from the tummel's end to
connect with the existing shaft will require an additional 110

feet of work,

Much of this ground is heavy and will require some timber,

The estimated contract cost of this work is $35,00 per foot or a

TN o tr

Keith N, Meador

total of $27,650,00,





COST BREAKDOWN

Cost per Foot

of New Work

Labor = Four men working 8 hours per day

6 days per week $2.25 per hour $ 12,00
Alr « Drill - Steel - Bits = Mine Cars = Etc.

includes fuel, repair, blacksmithing, etc. 5.50
Mine timber (all dimensions) 3460
Rail, Ties, Plates, Spikes, etce 1,50
Explosives (all inclusive) , 3.10
Air and Water hose and pipe, couplings, etc. .85
Recondition old Stovepipe tunnel - 1.95
Engineering (includes Fee, transportation, tele=-

phons and miscellaneous) 2,25
Assaying o75
Camp improvement and Maintenance , 90
Access Road Improvement and Maintenance _1.85
SUB TOTAL - 8§ 3k55
Allowable Error 15

TOTAL $ 35.00
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Kr. £, B, Druum, Jr,
Box 191
Pallon, Navaﬂa

Be:- .Dock:et ¥o. DNPA 4819 - Mercury
Yan Fess Mine
. ¥ye County, Nevada

Decr Mz, Brumm:

Your application for aid for an exploration pio.iect
end other data availeble o us in Washington concerning the
referenced property have been reviewed,

Projects sporoved by the Defense Minerals Exploratiom
Administretion mat, in its judgment, show definite promise of
yielding materiale of aceeptable grade in quantities thet will
significantly iwprovs the mineral supply position of the Netional
Defengse Progrsm.

Careful study of =1l our infomtioa although noting the
oceurrence of mercury mineralisation on your property indicates
to us that the probability of disclosing significent ore reserves
by your proposed program is not sufficiently promising to justify
Government participstion., Under these circumstances we regret to
advise you thzt your applicetion is denied,

We wish to thank you for your intereat in the Defense

Minerals Exploration Administration program end for bringing this

property to our attention,

Sincerely yourl.

JHOPKINS /dlp 11=25-57 - »-
ce to: / Code 400 I &0 Mlttendorf (%ﬁ
Admr, B, File
Oper, Comm : ‘ Administrater
FT. REG. II ' o ‘
Messrs, J. W, Penningtcon, USEM

T. E. Kiilsgeerd, USGS
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(12-56)

MEMORANTUM
Tb:
From:

Subject:

cost of $27,650,00.

November 20, 1957

Administretor, DMEA

Division of Iron znd Ferro-Alloys

assistance in the emount of $27,650.00
Docket No, DMEA 4819 - Mercury

A, D, Drumm, Jre

Ven Ness Mine

Nye County, Nevada

Denial of the subject epplication for exploration

OFFICIAL FILE COPY

Date Surname Code
- - |4z06
/(- 29 AR Y

y72’)

Denisl of the subject application is recommended by this
Division based on the following information,

‘ The #Applicent, A, D, Drumm, Jr., on August 19,1957, epplied
for exploration 2ssistence on the abovew~cited property at en estimeted

It proposed to rehabilitate an old (Stovepipe) tunnel

end drift 500 feet to a point below 2 H40-foot prospect shaft, crosscutting
30 feet on both sides at 100-foot intervals, end raising from end of edit
to connect with shallow surfece prospectss

Applicent:

Prdperty
Ownership:

Geology*

Mr. A, D, Drumm, Jr
Box 191
Fallon, Nevade

The property consists of the following mining claims, under
a lease sgreement to Applicent and loceted in sec. 12, T. 9N,

R,~4l4 E,, 2nd sections 6 and 7, T, 9 N., R, 45 E,, M.D. B. & M.,

Nye County, Nevada, Location:certificates are recorded at

County Courthouse, Tonopah, Nevada,

Cleims:

Sentinel Mineral Survey No, 4696,
Sentinel No,l " " " LWE96,
Sentinel No.2 u o " LB96,
Sentinel Noo,3 * " " L4696,
Sentinel No,4 " " o b696
Sentinel No,5 u " v L6696

Lucky Strike Not surveyed.

Patent No, 1111778
a ] L]

Unpatented
n

The rocks of the erea consist of folded slightly metamorphosed
and locally highly fractured metssediments of probsble Crddvieian

8623





‘age in e roof pendant within 2 large batholith or stock of
granite rock, X few granite dikes intrude the metasediments,

The medtsediments sre cut by prominent bedding faults which

in places become strike faults vhere they cut ascross the bedding
et right engles, Alteration to white clay (Keolin?) is common
along the feults oand discontinuous quartz veins occupy some of
the faults,

The ore bodies zre concentrations of cinnaber along a steep
zone of bedding feults. The minerelized zone is about 1,400
feet long, 2 to 30 feet wide, and has been mined to a depth of
gbout 180 feet near its western end, The eastern part is only
spersely minerslized,

Past History
and
Production:-

The clsims were located in 1928, Production during 1930-1931
was about 500 flasks., The property was operated intermittently
to 1943 when it was visited by Geologists of the U.S.G.S.
Recorded production at that time was 749 flagks, All production
has come from the western part of the mineralized zone - a total
of 757 flasks, '

Development::

The productive workings in the western pert of the srea are in-
esccessible, Maps compiled by U,S.G. S, and Goldfield Consolidated
Mining Company show thet the mine wes developed to a depth of ebout
180 feet, There sre approximately 2,700 feet of underground work-
ings which include the Ott shaft, 40 foot level adit end 150-foot X
level adit, ’

Workings in the eastern section where the 2pplicant proposes
exploration work consist of seversl shallow workings, 2l-foot
prospect shaft and the Stovepipe tunnel, These extensive surface
exposures have allowed the eastern aree to be thoroughly prospected,

Sempling and
Ore Reserves:

Thirteen horizontel channel samples were teken of exposures
in the eastern area and represent the grade of the best exposures
on the Sentinel claim as indicated by penning end visible HgS,

On the basis of this sampling in the srea eastward from the
collar of the 21-foot prospect shaft, as much 2s 100 tons of
meterial avereging 2 pounds of mercury per ton is indicated znd

‘ (2)
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an addifionai 100 tons of the éame grade ore iﬁferred.

i

A few tons may be inferred occurring in small pods elong the

vein structure to the east,

There are no measured reserves in the Van Ness Mine area,
The ore indicated on the Company mep of the old workings may
be as much as 1,500 tons and inferred reserves mey be 5,000
tons; &all have a grade of 10,2 pounds of mercury per ton.

Proposed .

Work:

The Applicent wishes to explore the eastwerd continuation of
the minerslized zone by rehebilitating the Stovepipe tunnel
and extending it for an additionsl 500 feet., Then to crosscut
30 feet on both sides of the drift at 100-foot intervals, and
by reising at the end of the drift, to connect with shallow
workings on the surfacé,

Conclusions:

The Field Team concludes that the esstérn.part of the
mineralized zone offers no significant target for emn explore~
tion target, and in the absence of a good.target, they heve
suggested en elternative progrsm for the western srea,

As the Applicant is unwilling to consider an alternstive project,
the Field Team finds no other recourse than to recommend that
the #pplication be denied, ’

The Commodity Divisions of the Geologicel Survey and Buresu of
Mines concur in the Field Tesm recommendation,

h/g MaTon
v, éf.Martin, DiYector

Division of Iron and Ferro=-Alloys





‘ . IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 18, 1957

e
Memorandum

To: W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: W. P. Williams, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Examination Report, DMEA 4819 (mercury),
A. D. Drumm, Jr., Van Ness Mine, Nye County, Nevada

The examining team report that they could find no
geologic evidence on the applicant's property that indicated the
presence of an important mercury ore deposit. One part of the
property, the site of some old underground openings, might be
favorable for ore; but the applicant is unwilling to explore in
that area. ' '

The rock on the property is low grade. The best of 13
samples taken ran 3.3 pounds of mercury per ton. Most of the
samples showed less than O.l pounds per ton.

The applicant sppears to be unwilling to undertake a /
revised, moderate exploration project at the site of a shallow
shaft.

Under the conditions, it seems advisable to deny the
application, and that course is recommended.

W. P. Williams

DMER
| RECEWECNOY 19 1957
| DATE | INITIALS | GUDE ™
gl & — 1220
s WZ# 1G00
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Memorandum
Tos W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Froms Assistant Chief, Branch of Base Metals

Subject: Review of Field Team examination report, Docket No. DMEA-4819
(mercury), A. D. Drumm, Jr., Van Ness Mine, Nye County, Nevada
$27,650

The apblicant proposed to explore the eastern part of the
mineralized zone by a 500-foot adit, 300 feet of crosscutting, and 150
feet of raising at an estimated total cost of $27,650.

Indicated and inferred reserves for the eastern part of the
zone .are 200 tons of material averaging about 2 pounds of mercury per
ton. The examiners found no geologic evidence to indicate higher
grade and/or larger tonnage at depth. Although a significant target
is indicated in the western area by old company maps, the applicant is
unwilling to explore the western area.

I concur with the recommendation of the Field Team that the
application for DMEA assistance be denied.

Copy tos Division of Minerals
Branch of Base Metals (2)
Thor Kiilsgaard, U. S. G. S.
F. D. Lamb
Files
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

1605 Evans Avenue

Reno, Nevada =
October 31, 1957 S
|

Memorandum

To: Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Building
Washington 25, D. C.

From: Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II

Subject: Docket No, DMEA-4819 (Mercury)
A. D, Drumm, Jr,
Van Ness Mine
Nye County, Nevada
(Your letter, September 19, 1957)

Enclosed are three copies of a report on subject
property by R, H. Campbell, Geological Survey, and B. H.
Sheahan, Bureau of Mines,

ExXAM

Roscoe Smith and I concur in the recommendation
that the application for Government exploration aid be denied.,

M
&Wf\m
.S« Ricker
.Attachm'ents;}‘ :
/&@“’
e
e : Reviewed by
RN . DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE

- y)-8-57

- {(date),
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REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM
REGION II

APPLICATION REPORT

DMEA=~4819 (Mercury)
Mr, A, D, Drumm, Jr,
Van Ness mine

Nye County, Nevada 7

by

B, H. Sheahan R, H, Campbell
U. S. Bureau of Mines U. S. Geological Survey

October 28, 1957

Reviewed p
Y
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEF

— =95
(date)
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INT,R'ODUC’TICN

Mr, A, D, Drumm, Jr,, P. O, Box 191, Fallon, Nevada,
applied to the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration,
docket DMEA-4819, for Government assistance in a $27, 650
program to explore for mercury on the Sentinel claim at the
Van Ness mine, Nye County, Nevada,

A field examination was requested by the Operating Committee
and was made by B, H, Sheahan, U, S, Bureau of Mines, and
R, H, Campbell, U, S. Geological Survey, on September 26,
1957, accompanied by the applicant's representative, Mr. Keith N,
Meador, consulting mining geologist, P, ‘O, Box 449, Fallon, Nevada,

The examiners mapped and sampled a new 21~foot shaft,
several surface trenches, and the Stovepipe tunnel. The history of
the property was briefly discussed with Mr, John Connolly, one of
the owners, at Tonopah, Nevada, Information concerning the main
workings was ébtained principally from published reports and records
of the U, S, Geological Survey and U, S, Bureau of Mines, and from

geologic and assay maps supplied by the applicant,





CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The ore deposits consist of cinnabar in metamorphosed
chert and recemented fault breccia between and along steep
easterly~trending bedding faults, All recorded production
(757 flasks) has come from the western part of the mineralized
zone, Indicated and inferred reserves for the western part of
the zone are approximately 6, 000 tons of ore containing an
average of 10,2 pounds of mei'cury‘ per ton, Indicated and inferred
reserves for the eastern part of the zone are 200 tons of material
averaging about 2 pounds of mercury per ton,

The applicant proposed exploring only the eastern part of
the zone by a 500~foot adit with 300 feet of crosscutting and 150 feet
of raising, but the reserves there are too small and low grade to
warrant such an ambitious program,

There is no geologic evidence to indicate higher‘ grade and/or
larger tonnage at the dépth of the applicant!s proposed program in
this area, and tize applicant is unwilling to explore the western area
where a significant exploration target is indicated by old company
maps. We have no recourse but to recommend that the application

be denied,





LOCATION, ACCESSIBILITY, AND LOCAL FACILITIES

The mine is 54,5 miles by road northeast of Tonopah, Nevada
.at an altitude of 8, 600 feet near the crest of the Toquima Range and
in sec, 12, T, 9N., R, 44 E,, and secs, 6and 7, T, 9N,, R, 45 E,,
M.D.B.&M. (projected), Spanish Belt mining district, Nye County,
Nevada (fig, 1),

To reach the property from Tonopah travel 5,8 miles easterly
on U, S. Highway 6, turn left on paved State Highway 8~A 14,2 miles
northerly, turn right on dirt road (State Route 82) and follow
23,6 miles northeasterly, turn left at Silver Creek road and follow
8.0 miles northwesterly, turn left below the Barcelonia mine and
follow a steep unimproved road 2,9 miles westerly to the mine. A
pick-up truck or jeep is required for travel over the last 2,9 miles
of road, The property is usually inaccessible in winter months
because of road conditions resulting from snmow storms,

Tonopah is the nearest source of labor and supplies, Water
for domestic and mining requ‘iremenf.s is available at the property.

A camp at the mine consists of five cabins, most of which are in

poor condition,





HISTORY AND PRODUC TION

Mr, J, Humphrey located the Sentinel group of claims in
1928 and the same year sold the property to Mr, Raymond Van Ness,
A small amount of quicksilver was produced in 1928~1929, and after
the installation of a 30-ton rotary furnace he recovered about
500 flasks of quicksilver in 1930-1931, In the latter part of 1931
the mine was sold ‘unde.r judgement to Homer Williams and John
.Connolly, Since 1931 the property has been operated inte-rmittently
by several leasers who have produced a small amount of quickéilver
ore which was treated in wood=-fired retorts, From 1940-1942 the
property was optioned by Goldfield Consolidated Mining Co,

A 900~foot adit was driven to explore the ore zone at a depth of
about 145 feet., Results were evidently unsuccessful because very
little additional production was made,

The property was idle in 1943 when visited by geologists of
the U, S. Geological Survey and recorded production at that time
amounted to 749 flasks of mercury,

Recently the applicant excavated several shallow surface

trenches and sunk a 21-foot prospect shaft,





PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP

The property consists of two patented and five unpatented lode
mining claims which are owned by Mr, John Connolly (five-eighths
.interest_) of Tonopah, Nevada, and Mrs, Eugene T, Laugenour
(three~-eighths interest) of Wc.)odlandsv,» C’alifﬁ'rnia;'

The mine is now leased by Mr, A, D, Drumm, Jr. and copies
of the mining lease and option agreement, dated January 1, 1957,
are included in the application, The owners ha‘}e’ ag_reed‘to sign a
Consent~to-Lien,

Location certificates are recorded at the County Courthouse,

Tonopah, Nevada, A list of the claims follows:

Sentinel Mineral Survey No, 4696, Patent No, 1111778
Sentinel No, 1 " ’ 't 4696, " 1111778
Sentinel No, 2 o " i 4696, Unpatented
Sentinel No, 3 " " 4696, "
Sentinel No, 4 " ad 4696, t
Sentinel No, 5 e n "t 4696, "
Lucky Strike Not surveyed,

DEVELOPMENT

The productive workings all lie on the western end of the mineralized
zone on the Sentinel No, 1 claim, These workings are inaccessible but
maps compiled by the U, S, Geological Survey and by Goldfield Consolidated

Mining Company show that the mine was developed to a depth of about





180 feet, There are approxiniately 2,700 feet of unde*rgr.ound
workings, |

The portals and collars of all the main workings in this
section of the property are caved, These workings include the
Ott shaft, 40-foot level adit, and 150-foot level adit as indicated
on the attached maps. The condition of the workings underground
is unknown as all surface openings are caved, but they are probably
not badly caved, - Approximately five gallons of water per minute
is flowing from the caved portal of the 15j0-foot level,

Workings in the eastern se(‘:_tion of the p‘ropervty where the
applicant proposes exploration work consist of sevéral shallow
surface trenches, a 21-foot prospect shaft and the Stovepipe tunnel,
These extensive surface exposures have allowed this eastern area
to be thoroughly prospected,

The only equipment on the property is:

1 Cottrell rotary furnace-~-Capacity: 18-30 tons per day

Size: 30 inches by 30 feet
Condition: poor

300 feet of mine raile=--- ~=Size: 12 and 16 1b,/yd,
‘ Condition: fair

2 Retorts =m-ewu-ua- ————— ~=~=Capacity: 2-~3 tons per day
Condition: poor





GEOLOGIC SETTING
The rocks of the area are chiefly mudstone \and argillite
Wiﬂ"l’ interbedded quartzite, phyllite, locally silicified limestone,
and recrystallized chert of ér obable Ordovician age, in an
easterly-trending roof pendant several milesilong and about
1,:00'0 feet wide within a batholith or large stock of granitic rock,
A few small dikes of granite, similar to that surrounding the roof
pendant, have intruded the metasediments, The dikes are
commonly nearly parallel with the bedding but locally break across,
The sedimentary rocks have been tilted, folded, slightly metamorphosed,
and are locally highly fractured, Although outcrops of the surrounding
granite are moderately abundant, the metasedimentary r.9~cks~ are
~commonly well covered by colluvium and residual s.oii to'd‘;pths
ranging from a few inches to a vfew feet.
The predominant strike of the bedding is easterly and dips
are commonly from 50° to 80° S, but locally the beds are steeper
or overturned, The geologic rr;ap-'of the 150 level workings indicates
a small southeast-plunging syncline, outlinetif’by a bed of recrystallized
chert, near the western end of the roof pendant, In and a'djacent. to
faults the beds are intensely fractured in blocks having divergent

strikes and dips,





The most‘prominent faults, of the mine afe-a: are bedding
faults which in places become strike faults where they break
across the bedding at acute angles, These faults are found in all
the layered rocks, Northeast~trending cross faults have been
mapped by Bailey and Phoenix in the old mine workings but most
of them have small displacements, 'I“hr‘ough-going joint sets
are not common in these alternately soft and brittle metasedimentary
rocks, but locally the more brittle beds are intensely fractured,

Alteration to white clay (kaolin ?) is common along many of
the bedding faults and zones of brecciated metasedimentary rock,
and discontinuous quartz veins as much as 6 inches wide occupy some
of the faults, Cinnabar is reported to be most abundant where
kaolin (?) and vein quartz occur together,

ORE DEPOSITS

The ore bodies are concentrations of cinnabar accompanied by
kaolin (?) and minor amounts of vein quartz along a steep zone of
bedding faults in the recrystallized chert and brecciated, locally
recemented argillite and phyllite. The mineralized zone is about
1,400 feet long, 2 to 30 feet wide, and has been mined to a depth of
about 180 feet near its western end, The eastern part is only sparsely

mineralized,





According to Bailey and Phoenix all of the ore exposed by the
old mine workings is in a 15~foot thick bed of mildly metamorphosed
chert, Individual oré bodies are tabular and contain irregular veinlets
of cinnabar, locally as much as a quarter of an inch thick, The ore
bodies occur adjacent to dike-like bodies of granite and also in the
more broken parts of the chert, In the chert the ore bodies are narrow
and elongate pa;raillel to the bedding which strikes N, 70° W, and dips
about 45 .degrees‘southwa‘rd. A map of the old workings, dated
December 1941 and supplied by the applicant, shows analyses which
indicate an ore body approximately 140 feet long and 4~1/2 feet
wide (fig, 4). This ore is expos.ed,'ir; d'.rifts on the 150-foot level
. along the chert bed from the trough of the syncline on the west,
‘continuing along the strike approximately 130 feet to the east, and
about 10 feet to the south (fig. 2). Disregarding two samples showing
very high~grade material (10 percent and 15 percent mercury
respectively) in a winze near tl;e trough of the syncline, the weighted
average of the assays is 10,2 pounds of mercury per ton. Bailey,
however, is of the opinion that the assay values s;ho-wn' are erroneous.

The Stovepipe tunnel (fig. 2) explores a zone 2 to 5 feet thick of

brecciated metasedimentary rocks which have locally been recemented,





Along this and another parallel fault approximately 30 feet north of
it there is locally prominent alteration to white clay. These
mineralized fault zones appear to represent the eastern continuation
of the ore-bearing horizon exposed in the old workings,
To the eaét of the old workings the applicant has cleared

most of the surface cover for approximately 600 feet along the strike
of bedding faults which appear to be eastward continuations of the
ore-bearing zone of the old workings, Although the appiicant reports
that panning indicated the soil contained approximately 10 pounds of
mercury per ton in a zone approximately 10 feet wide and continuous
from the portal of the Stovepipe tunnel on the west to the vicinity of
the old 40-foot vertical shaft on the east‘, the bedrock contains very
little visible cinnabar, Some cinnabar may be panned from bedrock
in a few mineralized areas but there has been no streaking of cinnabar
by the bulld;)zer blade. This suggests that the width, grade, and
continuity indicated by the soil samples was the result of eluvial
placer enrichment or errors in sampling,

Except for three localities in the Stovepipe tunnel in which a few
small scattered crystals of cinnabar were observed in white clay gouge,
the only occurrences of visible cinnabar are in the vicinity of the 21-foot

prospect shaft, Specimens of ore which the applicant reported were

10





taken from a small pod pfobab-ly less than 10 feet in diameter and
1 foot thick at the collar of the 21~-foot shaft, in an area now obscured
by timber, contain up to 5 percent mercury by visual estimate, On
the ﬁineraﬁzed breccia zone exposed in the lower part of the prospect
shaft and in the drift, crystals of cinnabar are visible in a 2-inch thick
seam of kaolinite and vein quartz along the hanging-wall fault of the
breccia zone, The applicant reported, however, that a composite
sample of vein material from the drift at the bottom of the shaft (fig, 3)
gave a weighted average of 9.5 pounds of mercury per ton across a
width of.16 inches, The grade of this ore is evidently extremely
variable as there was no visible cinnabar 1n the area where his samples
were taken and samples taken from the same area b.y the examiners
showed 0,1 pound or iess mercury per ton, As the high-grade pod
reportedly occurred in a part of the breccia zone in which the dip is
reversed, and the grade decreases downward into the area where the
dip is again to the south, it is possible that small ore shoots occur on
the steeper parts of the zones, This conforms with the theoretical
probability of increased open spaces on steep segments of normal
faults,

In this eastern part of the mineralized zone the surface trace
of the vein is exposed on the hillside s‘lo‘pe approximately 600 feet

horizontally and 160 feet vertically, Material containing more than
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0.1 pound of mercury per ton is exposed in a breccia zone about
3 feet wide for a maximum distance of 80 feet eastward from the
collar of the 21-foot shaft, Within this 80-foot length the grade appears
to be highly variable; as much as 75 percent of the material appears to
be barren and the remainder is marginal or sub~ore grade,
. SAMPLING

Thirteen horizontal channel samples were taken at locations
indicated on attached maps (figs, 2 and 3), The samples represent the
grade of the best exposures on the Sentinel claim as indicated by panning
and visible HgS.
Sample Width, Lbs,
- No, feet Hg/ton Description
S-609 1.0 - 0,1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from 21~ft, shaft,
S-610 <0.1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from 21-ft, shaft,

1.9
S§=-611 1.5 <0.1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from 21-ft, shaft,
S-612 3,0 <0.1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from 21-ft, shaft.
1.5
3.0

S-613 <0,1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from 21~ft, shaft,
S-614 <0,1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from
Stovepipe tunnel,

S=-615 1.5 0.1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from
Stovepipe tunnel, :
S~616 1.0 <0,1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from surfac
trenches where cinnabar was indicated by panning,
S-617 3.0 <0.1 Kaolinized vein material and shale from surface
trenches where cinnabar was indicated by panning,
S-618 1,5 1.2 Kaolinized vein material and shale from surface
‘ trenches where cinnabar was indicated by panning,
S-619 0.8 - 3.3 Kaolinized vein material and shale from surface
trenches where cinnabar was indicated by panning,
S-620 0,8 1.9 Kaolinized vein material and shale from surface
trenches where cinnabar was indicated by panning,
S-621 1.0 0.4 Kaolinized vein material and shale from surface

trenches where cinnabar was indicated by panning,
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ORE RESERVES

There are no measured reserves in the Van Ness mine area,
The ore indicated on the company map of the old workings may be
expected to continue down dip 30 feet and approximately 1,500 tons
of ore is indicated, Assuming that the ore body continues an
additional 100 feet down dip, an additional 5,000 tons of ore may
be inferred, Production records indicate that since the;, map was
compiled the mine has been idle much of the time and only 410 tons
of ore have been produced which yielded 108 flasks of quicksilver
or an average of 20 pounds mercury per ton, These figures reveal
that some of the high-~-grade material in the indicated block was
removed in small operations by leasers, but 1,090 téns should be
remaining, There is a reasonable probability that the additional
5,000 tons of inferred reserves have notl been exploited, Most of
this production from 1941 through 1957 is suspected to have come
from small pockets of very high—grécie ore, which were excluded
from computations of the weighted average of the reported assays (fig, 4).
This weighted average of 10,2 pounds of mercury per ton seems a

reasonable grade for the indicated and inferred reserves,

13





On the eastward continuation of the mineralized structure
the best mineralized area is eastward from the collar of the
21~-foot prospect shaft where as much as 100 tons of material
averaging about 2 pounds me1;cury per ton is indicated, ‘and an
additional 100 tons at the same grade is inferred, Although
specimens from the reported pod near the collar of the shaft
are high grade, thé material now exposed by these workings
generally appears to be below ore grade, A few tons of additional
reserves may be inferred occurring in sr1;1a11 pods, sifnilar' to that
reported at the collar of the 21-foot ghaft, along the vein structure
to the east, and west perhaps as far as the portal of the old
Stovepipe tunnel,

EXPLORATION

The applicant wishes to explore eastward continuations of the
mineralized zone. from the vicinity of the por'té,l of the old Stovepipe
tunnel to the area of the old 40-foot prospect shaft by an adit, He
proposed rehabilitating the old Stovepipe tunnel and drifting easterly
on the vein structure approximately 500 feet to é, point below the old
40-foot prospect shaft, crosscutting 30 feet on both sides at 100-foot
intervals to explore for parallel mineralized structures, and raising

from the end of the proposed adit to connect with the shallow surface
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prospects, During the field examination Mr, Meador entered the
Stovepipe tunnel for the first time and discovered that it is too
crooked and narrow to use, He then indicated a desire to drive
the proposed adit from a new portal a few feet to fhe north of the
old portal on a parallel vein structure, This would add approximately
100 feet to the -p‘r'oposed length, During the examination Mr, Meador
also indicated to the exam.ine'rs that the proposed crosscuts could be
replaced by long-hole drilling,

The absence of significant inferred resefyes in the area to
be explored and the absence of geologic evidence suggesting that
concealed ore bod.ies' might.b‘e encountered by such a drift led the
examiners to suggest alternati.ves to the applicant's program,
Mr. Meador seemed unwilling, however, to consider a more
conservative program such as extending the 21-foot prospect shaft
an additional 20 to 50 féet to determine the vertical extent of the
small deposit exposed in that vicinity, He was also unwilling to
consider rehabilitating parts of the old workings to examine the
reserve block indicated by the old company maps, Mr, Meador is of
the opinion that the old workings are so badly caved that the cost of
rehabilitai,ti.on would be prohibitive. The examiners, however, judging
from the amount of caving to the surface and considering rock types

shown on the maps and descriptions by Bailey and Phoenix of the rock
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types undeérground and the condition of the workings at the time of
‘their examination in 1943, are of the opinion that caving is not
extensive underground but is probably restricted largely to collar
and portal areas near the surface, and that caving is chiefly in
areas of alluvium and talus, but probably negligible in the bedrock,
The vertical and horizontal extent of the mineralized zone

explored by the appiicant.‘s. surface work is cohsiderable (fig, 5),
and offers no geologic evidence that concealed ore bociies of
significant size and grade may be found in the area which would be

explored by-his proposed program,
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY

i ' Date Surname Code
IMEA Forw 7 : . ‘

(12-56) ' 91T ot | 0O
917 Mepts,, | 10O
77@:% 130]
30
18 1957 W ;
SEP 181 2)/9 Ay Yaa ) /32

17
, , 2201
e, 4. D, Drum, . ./[? C/
Fallon, Hevada | | \ 1o

Re: Docket No, DMEA 1819 - Mercury
Yan Ness mine
Nye County, Nevada
Dear Mr. Drumm:

The above-docksted application for exploration assistance
for merowry ores has been reviewed by the Washington office of the
Defense Minerals Exploration Adwinistretion and referred to
Mro Spangler Ricker, Executive Officer, IMEA Field Team, Region II,
1605 Bvans Avemus, Remo, Nevada, for a field examination of the
property, | |

Any assistance that ymx can give the members of the mm

-‘_!‘eaa wm be appreciated,

‘ Frank E. Johnson ﬁdz Lo @///
JHOPKINS s foe KC’F\T@T Administrato
9=17=57
cc to: Code L4OO
Admro R. File
Oper., Comm.
FT. REG. II

Messrse J¢ We Pennington, USBM
T, H, Klilsgaard, UsGs

8623





OFFICIAL FILE COPY

mEAi F Date Surnome Code
s g | ¢ 2 o |90s

2/2 i Y00
;//ﬁ’ /. 35|’
Y 7 ﬁ o
& él/
SEP 18 1957 \ | 2y

" Mr. Spangler Ridar, Executive Offtcer
IMEA Field M, m
3605 Evms Avenu

Feno, Nevada
Res Docket No. IMBA }819 « Mexrcwry
A, D. Deums, Jr.
Van Hess mine
Nye County, Nevads
Deax Mr. Riclers

The abovm-aockem application for exploration ass:},stanw
is being referred to your office for a f£isld exanination of thc

property.

Coples of memorends dated September § and 12, 1957, by
J. W, Pennington, Burean of Mings, and N, E., Nelson, Geclogical
Survey, respectively, velating w the project are enclosed. 4 copy
of the application is also enclosed for use by the Field Tesm,

If a project is recommended, please inform the spplicant
that & mzummwmmmtmmmw
hmmwmuuqzﬁm./,«-~ - ¢

; 13

George C. Selfridge -

Chairman, Operating edmﬁtucé@

. JHOPKINS:foc 9=17=57
cc to: Docket
' Code 100
Admr, R. File
Oper. Comm,
- FT. REG. IT
Messrse. Jo W. Pemnington, USBM -
T. H. Kiilsgaard, USGS

8623





. » ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
September 12, 1957
Re: DMEA 4819
~A. D. Drum, Jr.
Ven Ness Mine
Nye County, Nevads
$27,650.00 - Mercury

Memorandum\/
To: W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: .N. E. Nelsori, U. S. Geological Survey

éub,jéct: Review of application

The applicant requests assistance in exploring'by 500

feet of drifting a mercury bearing vein which occurs in a roof

pendant of complexly folded metamorphosed sedimentery rocks. The
pendant mass, caught up in gramitic rocks, in the vicinity of the
old workings is 750 feet wide and is said to be at least 900 feet

long.

Estimates of past production range from 728 flasks (to
the end of l9h3) to 1,500 flasks to the present time. The larger
figure is the estmate ‘of one of the present owners.

Bulldozing has recently been done on the vein to be
explored and two 8-inch samples of the l6 inch vein suggest it

carries about 9.5 pounds of mercury per ton.

Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

September 9, 1957

e

Memorandum
To: W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: Assistant Chief, Branch of Base Metals

Subject: Review of application, Docket No. DMEA 4819 (mercury),
A. D. Drumm, Jr., Van Ness Mine, Nye County, Nevada. $27,650

The applicant proposes to explore & mercury mineralized
zone at depth by rehebilitating the old Stovepipe Tunnel, extending
the tunnel easterly approximately 500 feet, crosscuttlng 30 feet in
either direction from the tunnel on 100 foot intervals at three
stations and raising 110 feet from the tunnel's end to connect with
an existing shaft at an estimated total cost of $27,650 00.

Date furnished in the consulting engineer s report on the
property indicates that an exploration project mey be warranted. How-
ever, a drilling program may provide sufficient information and should
be considered prior to the more costly underground exploration.

Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended.

The application is returned herewith.

J. W. Penni

Attachment

Copy to: Division of Minerals R
Branch of Base Metals (2) OFFISIAL FILE copy
Thor Kiilsgeard, U.S.G.S. DREA
F. D. Lamb - RECESVED 3
Files SEP 9 1957

—@Wmﬁﬁﬂ'ML_@ | CODE™
291 @ l2z0
—*Z—Lhéi?._&__
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UNITED STATES A
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN‘ISTRATION
1605 Evans Avenue
Reno, Nevada

September 3, 1957

Memorandum

To: Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Building
Washington 25, D. C.

From: Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II

Subject: Loan Application (Mercury)

A. D. Drum, Jr.
Van Ness Mine
Nye County, Nevada

Enclosed are two folders of data that should be
attached to the MF-103, Application for Aid forms, forwarded to you
under cover of our memorancum of August 27, 1957. We have re-
tained our copy for our files.

. S. Ricker

Attachments Q/
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Fallon, lovade
L S subject: g yoye

Bear Lr. mm,

Your application for- exploratlon a831stance, dated

,ﬁmﬁum 39’ 1957 - submltted bo our offlce at Reno, t%evada

has been 3331gned Docket Number- Lu@lS? s and referred to the
mviszm of Tion & Peprowilloye Divisionin the Wa-"hmg‘m °ff1°‘°- o
_K:Lndly ident:.fy all future correspondence relata.ng to your
| anpl:.cation by thls Docket Number.

Smcerely yours s

_Allen S. Dakan, Di.rector
. Operations Control and
: Statistlcs Division
Copy to3
- Region XX
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Figure 3. VAN NESS QUICKSILVER MINE, NYE COUNTY, NEVADA
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