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DERAR 'IMEN T O' 1BE ARMT

OFFICE OF THIS CHIEF OF LEGISlATIVE LIAISON 


WA5BINGON 25, D. C. 


Ma 16, 1951	 COP! 


Mr. Jaxne8 Boyd 
Administrator 
Defense Minerals Administration 
United States, Deparinient of the Interior :.: 	 '	 .' 
Washington 25, B. C. 


Dear Mr. Boyd: 


Permit me to make fur ..her reference to your letter of April 19th 
relative to correspondence received from Mr. Ira L. Wright concerning 
the operating rights of the Merimac mine in Qrdcit Project, adjoining 
White Sands. Proving Ground,. Nw Mexico. 


The minimun requiremexits for this project were, prior to their 
estab1shment, coordinated with all parties interested, including the 
New Mexico Cattle Growers' Association end the New Mexico Miners' and 
Prospo.tos' Association. The Merimac Mining 'Claim lies 1* miles in- ' 
side thó westerly perimeter of the project and. is within the boundaries 
of a ranch of which the Government has exc1usie use. It lies in an 
area oon8idered very dangerous for ocOupanoy because of military 
experiments. 


E!he acquisition of unpatented mining claims on public domain lands 
in the State of New Mexico is dependent upon receiving determinations 


•	 of validLty on such olai*s by the .Deparläent of the Interior. The 
validity of this claim was ascertained only very . reoent1. A.ocordlngly, 
the ' oTlrI.era were not heretofore approached in an 'effort 'to obtain an 
exclusive use agreement to replace the co-use arrangement now in effect. 
Appraisals of these properties, however, are now being completed and the 
ownerS. will'rèceive an offer . at an early' date'for the exo1usivetseof 
the Merimac Claim and two adjacent similar properties. This offer will 
be based on the current appraised market value thereof. 


It is considered that granting of permission to the owners of the 
Merimac Claim to continue' mining operatiOns would require exclusion of 
the area from the military boundaries and. it , ie considered that this 


•	 action would very' materially diminish, the usefulness of the project 
which was established on a minimum basis for the combined military 
establishment.
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