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THE GREAT STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF MITCHELL

. ' THIS MINING LEASE, made this &><{. day of o
January, 1958, by and between GRAHAM FRENCH, of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, (hereinafter referred to as "OWNER") and the
EMPIRE MICA MINES, INC., a North Carolina corporation, (here-
inafter referred to as “LESSEE.") -

W I T N E S S ETH :

- That, for and in consideration of the performance of
the conditions and agreements and the payment of rental by
the Lessee as hereinafter stated, the Owner hereby bargains,
leases and grants unto the Lessee, its successors and assigns,
for a period of time hereinafter defined below, the minerals,
mining rights and privileges, as hereinafter stated, on a
certain tract of land, described as follows:

Certain real property in Cane Creek Township, Mitchell County,
North Carolina, situate about three miles northeast of the
Town of Bakersville, known as the CLARISSA mining property
.and described as follows: &

FIRST: A certain tract of land bounded as follows:
BEGINNING on a buckeye, an old corner, and runs thence
South 60 deg. 30 min. West 218 feet to a sycamore,

now a concrete monument; thence South 43 deg. 30 min.
West 257 feet to a black walnut; thence South 18 deg.
East 403 feet crossing the public road to a concrete
monument near a cherry tree; thence South 82 deg. 30
Min. West crossing Buchanan branch 218 feet to a
concrete monument; thence South 64 deg. West 446 feet
to a big rock near a fence marked X; thence North
crossing the highway and running with the old fence
row and J. L. Morgan's line 957 feet to a large
chestnut in said line; thence North 16 1/2 feet to a
stake corner; thence East 495 feet:td a beech, now a
concrete monument; thence South 81 East 313 feet

to a buckeye, the BEGINNING corner. Containing 12 acres
more or less. . ' . :
el Excepting and reserving from the above conveyance the
& g

g mineral interest in about one acre of land as described |
R i.",. in two certain deeds as shown of record in the Register's
ﬁw@?NﬂLFEE 12 5 - Office of Mitchell County.
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.y ‘{?Z;;' tl&lj First: Deed from John L. Buchanan and wife, Polly
Qw;m f_

" Buchanan and Blaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan, -
- ﬁ?OO to W. Vance Brown, dated January 11, 1919, -and recorded
.- January 14, 1919 in Deed Book #71 at page 425,
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Second: Deed from John L, Buchanan and wife, Polly
Buchanan and Blaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan
to W. Vance Brown, dated February 19, 1919 and
recorded March 14, 1919 in Deed Book #71 at page
496, - ) o 7

Also, excepting about one-fourth acre as now staked
off and used as a family burying ground; also, about
two-tenths acre on the public road described as
follows: .

BEGINNING on a rock on the public highway and runs
North 32 West 76 feet to a stake; thence North 46

East 90 feet to an apple tree; thence South 33 East 94
feet to a stake in the public road; thence with the
road South 59 West 85 feet to a rock, the BEGINNING
corner, : : . o -

AND BEING the same property described in a Deed dated
24 June 1937 from Blaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan
-to Mrs, Ella Clapp Thompson, recorded in Mitchell
County Deed Book 95, page 287.

SECOND: All the mineral or mineral substances of
value, with all mining privileges and appurtenances
in that tract of land bounded as follows: BEGINNING
‘on a sycamore bush in the branch near the glass house
and runs down nearly with the branch to a Black
Walnut Thence a direct course across the hill to Cane
Creek - Thence with said Creek to the branch below
Joseph Buchanan's - Thence with said branch to Joseph
Buchanan's line - Thence East with said line to his
stake corner, Thence from said corner to the BEGINNING,
containing 20 acres, more or less, '

AND BEING the same real property as conveyed by Deed
-dated 25 October 1873 from Joseph K. Irby and wife,
S. E. Irby to John G. Heap and'E. B. Clapp, recorded
in Mitchell County Deed Book 7, page 427.

THIRD: A tract of land 5 feet square, marked by con-
crete corners, in the center of which was the loca-
tion of a Spanish Oak, the beginning corner of an entry
made by John Buchanan 21 November 1835, under Yancey
County Warrant No. 709, and more definitely described
in a Deed dated 20 June 1919 from Ed Stamey and wife,
Larcena Stamey to E. St. Clair Thompson, recorded in
Mitchell County Deed Book 72, page 474.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises for mining purposes unto
the Lessee, its successors and assigns, upon a period of time
fixed in paragraph 1 below upon full compliance with each and
all of the following conditions, agreements and requirements.,

, 1:' (a) This Lease shall begin as of January 2,
1958, and be and remain in full force and effect for a period
of thirteen (13) years (other termination is described herein-
after).






(b) "That the rental and royalties under

this lease'éhall be paid in accordance with a-certain
contract dated - January ‘1958 and executed simultaneously

herewith between Graham French, as Owner, and Empire Mica
Company, Inc., as Lessee, a copy of which is attached hereto
and made a part hereof. ; .

» — The failure to make the payments as
the Lessee and the Owner, at his option, may thereupon ter-
minate this lease, reeenter and take possession of the
premises without further notice,

. (e) . Lessee may, at its option, terminate
this Lease by payment in full of the full purchase price:
for these properties under the terms of an Agreement of
Purchase and Sale, which is incorporated‘herein.

) If the Owner deems that the Lessee has
failed to comply with any of the provisions of this Agreement,
the Owner, at his option, may give written notice to the Lessee
of its failure to comply with this Lease, and if reasonably
full compliance is not made within thirty (30) days after
such written notice, then the Owner, at his option, may
declare this Leasé terminated and of no further effect and
shall have the right to.re-enter and- take possession of the
premises without further notice. : :

2. Lessee shall have the right to mine, dig, exca-
vate, quarry, search for and obtain mica and any other minerals

from said premises.

3. The Lessee shall. and hereby expressly agrees to
conduct mining operations on said premises in a business-1like
manner and workman-like manner with due regard to the Owner's
rights in the mica and other mineral deposits on said premises,
and to that end the Lessee agrees to keep and maintain the
mines where it works and all parts thereof in good and suffi-
cient repair, and to work and operate such mines in a good and
skillful manner, and, as work progresses, to keep the mines
where it works as clean as reasonably practicable, and to keep
such mine and all parts thereof securely and properly timbered
and supported, and, in case of open work, to properly- slope
the walls and banks so as to reasonably prevent the same from
slipping or falling in; that no waste will be dumped or placed
in any mine, tunnel, cut or shaft. :

4, The Owner or his agent shall at all times have
the right to enter into the mine and premises for the purpose
of inspection and for the purposes of ascertaining if the
terms and covenants of this Lease are being in good faith
complied with, ’ :

5. 'Upon the expiration or any other termination of
this Lease, the Lessee shall have the right to enter upon
said premises and remove its machinery and equipment, but in






| no event shall the time limit for the removal of said property
| extend beyond a period of sixty (60) days from the expiration
\ or termination of this Lease, nor shall said property or any
part thereof be removed until all of the indebtedness and
obligations which may arise hereunder shall have been fully
pald.

6.  The Lessee shall have a right of ingress and
egress over the lands of the Owner so as to conduct mining
operations on the above-~described premises and shall have the
right-of-way for power lines, roads and other ways as may be
necessary in mining and removing minerals from said premises.

7. The Lessee shall have a right to construct upon
sald premises such shanties or other buildings as it may
deem necessary to the operations under this Lease, and upon
the expiration of this Lease or the sooner termination
thereof, such shanties or other buildings shall automatically
become and remain the property of the Owner and the Lessee
shall have no right to tear down or remove such buildings.

8.  The Lessee shall have a right to cut and use
from said premises such timber, which the Owner has the right
to cut and use, as may be necessary for usein timbering mines
on said premises, but the Lessee shall not have the right to
cut or remove any timber from said premises for any other
purpose.

9. It is agreed that this Lease and Purchase
Agreement is not intended to and does not create a joint ven-
ture of any kind; and further, that Lessee, at its own expense,
will insure Owner against all liability by reason of any
mining operation or use of the property in any way that

- Owner's interest or liability may be effected, if at all.

O v it TV . )
o Qi ,@ﬁﬁ e 10. ° It is expressly understood and agreed by the
7 parties hereto that this Lease and the Agreement to Purchase
@EWELFE@jﬂ@wggall never be transferred or assigned in any manner without
BETE ‘n‘uua“*( e wrltten consent of the Owner, :

‘f"‘“””“ = — " IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Owner and the said

L S essee have hereunto signed their signatures and affixed
= o their seals, in dupllcate, the day and year first above
wrltten.

. _ N
EMPIRE MICA MINES, Lessee

BJ@V{%

President -
’—m WEAL)
GRAHAM FRENCH, Owner

.






COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA .
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA '.:

. On the 2 At day oﬁgkbtbuvzf Anno Domini 1953?
before me, the subscriber, personally dppeared GRAHAM FRENCH
who acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing MINING
LEASE for all the purposes therein expressed.

WITNESS my signature and notarial seal th1s=2;L*J‘~
day of M ’ 195¢ .

Floae P, \%WM

~ Notary Public

My Commission Expires: ﬁkdweeejhv—;a 47

FLORENCE p4, FORMAN
Motary Public, %1@@@5&&9; Palle, @wm‘y -
My Ggawussmn Expires Revember 20, 1968 .

\'s,

L mulk“
¢ \\/,

\

NORTH CAROLINA,
Mitchell County

On the /ﬂ =08 day of SO A Anno Domini 19 53?
ore me, the subscriber, pe nally appeared gifl~&k—w__
of the sa1d<2?

who being duly sworn according to:law, says that : =z

he ‘was
personally present at the execution of the above MINING LEASE

and saw the common or corporate seal of the said corporation
duly affixed thereto; that the seal so affixed thereto is
the common or corporate seal of the said corporation; that
tge said MINING LEASE waiiggly sealed and delivered by

zz” ,44u¢¢¢2¢¢«/0f the said corporation,
as and for the act and deed of the said corporation, for the

uses P therein mentloned, anhd that the names of
thls‘z%&ym and of M

<;$H£L£Q4Z¢fa of the said corporation,
ubscribéd to the abo e MINING ?E in attestation of its

due execution and delivery, are of’/ their and each of their
respective handwriting.

and subscribed before
me the day and year aforesaid.

Witness my hand and notarial \ A CoLt
Sea,l. 7 “ {:‘x‘f L; Lu
L. -"/ . K. ) / L ) ey g
g g bZ2 N ey “__ffu FEB 121958
/ RTE T haliiols | cuis

My Commission Expires:

Stes/ss
7T
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Clarisss Mine

l1-15-~58

Will forward leases and coris"ent‘s to lien in a few days, ’\V)’






ll;‘on_n MdFl:lga '1957‘ o o . UNITED STATES S ‘ ABudget Bureau No.l 42-R1035.3"
orsea e _ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR' perovel expires June 30,1088 .
DEFENSE MINFRALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

APPI.ICATION FOR AID N AN EXPLORATION PROJECT

PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER; UNDER THE DEFE}NSE E&}@DUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS.AMENDED. ‘

NAME OF APPLICANT (FuH legal name and mailing addr@ss as 1t should‘f‘app{a APPLICANT NOT 10 USE THIS BLOCK:
Lo -on; contract 1f one is executed) 5 ‘ é}‘ Docket Number i

ate Recewed AR
j o / /7 / O 4
’Govemment

Sl -9
Partxcxpatxon% Tt N

Jmplre Mioa Gompany, Inc.
" % Sem L, Phillips A
Spruce Plne 'y North Caroli L /

B Regwn )

e :‘?v B lesxon Code = ' o
Li T COR,PORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE IF APPLICABLE '
Name =~ - Address : Txtl'e

b - LT R B Nty

'Sam L. Phillips, Spruce Pine, L President R

"o Vo SR B R I R T ,A"A‘.“

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION
(Check one) T

i Indnvxdual

Corporanon .
Partnership . - L Vico President
‘Other (Specify): . s | B R s

‘Donald S Cohan, 110 Morrls Building, Lo
A 14?.1 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa.

: ,’t‘Secr_e‘tasry & YTréas

State .in whxch fmn is,

orgamzed NiCo. - i e . e
Mmeral(s) t‘or which you’ wxsh to explore e ) . LOCATION OF PROPERTY R e el T
_Mica B SRS B 'Name County ‘State:. .
Estimated Cost of Project. =~~~ =7 ! Crarissa Mine CJid€ohell - M.,
$ 17.050.00 e AR N ML ‘24 miles E, E of Bakersville L e o v
‘ e A GENERALTINSTRUCTIONS Lo B AN |

" Before fxllmg out, this apphcatxon, please read DMEA Order—-I,
Amended, ..*“Government ‘Aid in:Defense Exploration Projects.?! .

To assure prompt action; your .dpplication.-must provide all -
applicable. material and information  $pecified on the back of
this- application form.” Avoid unnecessary con‘espondence and
delays by eubmittmg complete and’ accurate mformatxon
Please submil four copxes of tlus applicat:on “énd- al7 ac-
companying papers except ‘as otherwxse noted. ﬁlace your
name and address on each sheet. Each item of information,
maps,. and reports requtred as a part of this application is
described’ on.the-back . of this- form.; -

statement by the item number- to which it applies. If an ‘item

"does. not apply to your ‘application; show. the -item- number on

- Identify. each. attached .

“'sketches should be used to supplement narratxve descnptxons
éof the:.property 1oca_t10n and bound_anes in ;item .1,, existing
' mine.~ workings”. and -geology in item 2, and the proposed

exploration -project-in item 4.' When' this information .is- not
too COmplex,: ‘all of it "may'be shown" on' one map or sketch.

- All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of
. this’ applxcanon, except those in item 2(g) whxch you mark to -
. be retumed become the property of the Govemment and “will
'fnot be returned to the apphcant.
'ong;nals,- of leases, contracts, and other, documents which

X Send trae copxes, not

are an essentlal part -of. youf busmess tecords _File. this

’ ;applxcatlon -with . the Defense Minerals Explotatzon Adminis-
jtratzon, :Department _.of the; Interior;. Washmgton 25 D, C.,-

your statement .and. after ‘it" wnte “not appllcable. '.’ Maps or-

The ~ undersigned, ‘whether as’* an- 1nd1v1dual jc:orporate

officer,

and "a:ct'if'ng “for thé ’"'ap‘pl‘ica—nt certlﬁes that the * infor-
i R ERNR T
1.1 5-58 e S & ‘.l,' \
v 5 Dated ! e LT

‘partner, or- pthei-w'isei ‘Both in his own ‘behalf .

j or with.the nearest DML-.A erld Office; - v

CCERTIFICATION - & oo . e = e

»matmr_x set'forth in* this. form -and" accompanymg ‘papers

':is‘”cdrvré'ct and complete, to.-the "best "of . his® knowledge

Pt e R

‘and belief. " -

[ ' ~

TS L p L Gy L SNe e ’

= . AR oL et '7‘5; ,‘* R N T

e 'BY (Sigfiature)

'President ...

S1 re it

! S

“Title

A wilfully false statement or, certxfxcatlon to any Department or Agency of the Umted States Govemment is a cnmmal offense,

.U, S, Code, Title 18, Sec:’ 1001 -
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(b)) ,Prospeot will be known a8 the Clarissa Mine.

*(a) No lien.

(b) Foney a.nd equipment..

L)‘ PREE 3 Lﬂ.ﬁ \:wyri
ﬁME&
7\ Y ’“\\vw ‘. »'
‘ RL}FW{‘ Qw: MBI VQi) )

(a) 'Description on lease. C ’.»;l? . -}ﬁ»~% - ”;]f T

gty

(c) | Lessee ‘ i | fA ":' R o .,g_.,_ﬁefe—ff«—

. N e x i
Mrzsr-ﬂﬁa ,

(a) ‘thru_(f): See attached sheet, o ‘ S tzd;a;w%(ﬂvg”"

(a) and’ (b) See atta,ched sheet, - 'A T

(a) We propose to bulldozefewa5740i of overburden5fooild e'head.frame, and
| sink a 5t X7t shaft 150t deep, then drift 150T with vein,
(v) No road to build | , . ‘ _
(c).' _ Work can begin withln 15 days after contract is received, and project
can be completed withm 12 months. o
Nou on file with D.E M.A. '

Estimated Cost of Pro,]ect.

80 hrs. bulldozing @ $10 00 per hour - .- $ 800500

HeadFrame-A—‘-é----‘--'-'-f‘-'-‘-_—-_-‘--:_--‘ ' 500,00
150" Shatt @ 70,00 per £00t === = = - = ==~ . 10,500,00
- 1507 Drift @ 335.00 per foot = - = == = = == < 5,250,00

Tota.l estimated cost of proaect.. o o . § 17,050,00

(a) Will share cost of proposed project. .
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CLARISSA MINE T e

The Clarissa mine-. is 2% miles due east of Bakersville, on the west‘side of

a small cove about 900 yards north of Cane Creek, It vas first workedﬁbgaéeseph

_ Buchanan and Neal Leatherman about 1870 but was later purchased by Henry A. Clapp,

who considered it the best of their properties. It hes been reputed to be the
best mica mine in the State. Some question has arisen as to the ownership of the

property, but the greater part of the deposit appears to be owned by Mrs. Elle

» Clapp‘fhompson, of Washington, D. C. (a daughter of H.A, Clapp), and Mrse V.P,

Cibotti, of Philadelphia, Pa., and part of the east end of the workings is held

by Vance Brown, of Asheville, N.C. Col. J.K. Irby estimates that up to 1896 the

" mine hed yielded mica worth about &175 OOO. _

The workings extend from the bed of the stream in the cove about 150 yards
S. 60° V. up to and across the summit of a small ridge that stands about 75 feet

higher than the stream., Practically nothing can be seen of the workings except

a depression about 75 yards long 20 to 30 feet wide, and 5 to 15 feet deep, forme

ed by old surface workings and by the caving of underground workings. A few pits
vere opened between the end of this depression and the summit of the hill. Dumps
vere cast up along the workings, but the principal dump vas at the foot of the
hill. Here at the bodtom of the cove dn immense pile of waste vas accumulated,
but by being worked over for scrap and by washing down in floods it has now been
spread out ofer a 1arge area. |

Information regarding the early workings was given to J. A, Holmes in 1892

. by Thomas Grindstaff, Col. J. Ge. Irby, and a Manning Buchanan, and all this informa~
'tion, supplemented by measurements made by J.A. Holmes, has been abstracted below.
.The later work at the mine is described by B. B Westphalen, the mine superintendent, '
‘in a report prepared for Mrs. Thompson. Westphalen’s report is also abstracted be-

k low.‘ Je A Holmes's notes follow.

Remains,of prehistoric workings vere found aroutid the Clarissa mine,

RS N
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These workings consisted of a large amphitheatral cut in thdhortheast side of the f
' ,ridge. Large trees were found in this cut and in the dumps. In 1896 a Chestnut o
1tree that measured 12 feet in circumference 3 feet above the ground vas still standr ‘
~ ing in the dump. -
On the west slope of the ridge at the southwest end of the workings there
‘Ais a shaft about 15 feet deep, and there is another of the same depth 23 feet to
‘the northeastt Mica was found in both shafts, but the ground between them was
not worked out.v A 40 foot ‘shaft was sunk 71 feet northeast of the shaft‘last
' mentioned, 'but it aid not ﬂr;d mucn mica. h shaft ;,ag sunk to_ a depth' of more

than 60 feet over ‘the. summit of the ridge. About 72 feet‘northelst of the s haft

over the summit of the ridge, in an open cut, is the Gooseneck shaft sunk by Colonel

Irby to a depth of aboutvloo feet.. About 50 feet farther northeast another shaft,
called the Gooseneck No. 2. aldo about 100 feet’ deep, was clrried from the bottom
of the amphitheatral cut. The vein was not thoroughlj worked out - southwest of the
Gooseneck shaft, but between this. and. Gooseneck No. 2 most of the mica was stoped '
out. The Clarissa or Engine shaft is 133 feet north east of the Gooseneck shaft
- No. 2. It was worked to a depth of 312 feet. From the bottom of this shaft the:
work slopes up toward. the Gooseneck No. 2 on the southwest and to the - pump shaft
in the Spread Eagle mine on the northeast. This vas the limit of the Clarissa
mine, the property ad301ning it on-the.northeast being»known as the Spread‘Eagle '
.mne. _ ’ ' . . . | ) : | |

The Spread Eagle shaft is 35 fTeet éast of the pump shaft. It‘was~near1y as
| deep as the Clarissa‘shaft and was used as the engine ‘shaft for the'Spread'Eagle
' mine. Another shaft (Spread Eagle;Ns.i2) ﬁas sunk 23 feet northeast of shaft No. 1,
but not as deep. Stili another shaft 20‘ deep was used to pump the surface water
‘ from - the Spread Eagle mine. The ground vas largely worked out between the Spread

Eagle No. 2, the - Spread Eagle No. 1, and the»G&erissa shafts. The workings stoped





Southwest frompthe.bottom‘of the'Spread Eagle No.gpltorthe bottom'of the Clarissa
shatt. L o SRR .

The abstract from westphalens report follows

Three shoots or chimneys of mica were worked within a space of 150 feet north~ e

east and southwest. These were called the Spread Eagle, Briny Deepy and Gooseneck.
A1l were sunk to: con31derable depths by different persons, the Briny Deep being

carried down 175 feet by Mr. Westphalen and opened by drifts and stopes.‘ In this

© working the stopes were worked out by B-foot benches, and in some of the larger '

stopes there were as many as lO of these benches, one above the other. A large
force of men worked at’ the ‘mine during the day and a small force at night. Blast~
ing was done twice a day, water was raised in 50—gallon oil barrels at the rate of f
one barrel every 15 minutes. Other parties carried on mining by less systematic
methods, Waste rock was allowed to. accumulate or was dumped into older workings

. which made them difficult to reopen, .

The vein was inclosed in hard, firm walls below the zone of surface weathere-y:
ing and had a high to Vertical dip. Its thickness was. veriable ranging from a. ‘
few feet to 10 feet, but as the vein bulged or pinched in places it averaged nearly
8 feet. The bulges were 8o rich in fine crystals of mica that it was. difficutt B

to drill without 1n3uring the crystals‘
o A study of the present surface indioations shows that the country rock is
hornblende gnelss 1nterbedded with muscov1tc~biotite schist and gneiss. The mica.
schist and gneiss form the wall rock of the pegmatite. The pegmatite strikes about
northeast and is approx1mately conformable with the gneiss. Potash feldspar, quartz,’
small mica, and opaque "and garnets were observed in the dump. The mica has a fine

clear rum color and good flat cleavage.'i

This report taken from Mica Deposits of the United States -

By - D.B. Sterrett - 1923
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and those northeast of it are about 300 feet deep,

CLARISSA MICA MINE ~ 7is.

;MITCHELL coﬁNTY,;NORTH CAROLINA"

~The Clarissa Mica Mine is about 300 yards north of Cane Creek and‘& 5 miles east

~of Bakersville, Mitchell County, North Carolina, It is ea911y acce351ble at all times

The deposit was discovered about 1870 and worked estensively until about 1920. :
Since 1920 various parts of the deposit have been worked, however, except for re-

working muck accumulated on lofts, no: work has been conducted underground in the

: rnortheastern part of the deposit (interval ‘between the "Gooseneck" and "Spread Eagle"

shafts) since they were abandoned after World War Is
Workings at this place extend over a strike 1ength of about 450 feet and the
deepest workings reach ardepth of.about-320 feet. Apparently all openings were

made in thevSame pegmatite which has‘a‘strike of about N, 60° E. and a dip of about

"65° S E. The pegmatite is reported to be generally conformable to the mica gneiss _

wall rock and it ranges 1n thickness from about 2 to 10 feet, Mica is reported to
have been concentrated along the hanging wall but in. places occurred throughout

C———ryb

the pegmatite. Workings southwest of the "Gooseneck" shaft are about 100 feet deep ‘\
. N . W ‘

Mica from ‘the Clarissa Mine is of exceptionally good euality."ln the interval
between the "Gooseneck" and "Spread Eagle" shafts three mica "shoots" are reported. k g

These "shoots" were.from'ZO to 30=feet along strike and atrleast one of them continues

.below the bottom (at the bottom of the "Spread Eagle" shaft,")as reported by Edgar -

Buchanan who was working on the lowest 1evel, at the time the mine was abandoned in

1920. He reports that the "shoot" vas about 20 feet along strike and 2 feet thick.

All of the "shoots" raked steeply to the northeast.

Southwest of the "Gooseneck" shaft mica is present in the pegmatite, but is

reported to be less rich than to the northeast, although the quality was similara

The last underground work at the Clarissa Mine was done in 1952 by Ira, O He and Edgar

Buchanan from the "Manning Buchanan" shaft (second shaft from southwest end). Al-
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.ithough some mica was obtained from this operation, the operations did not have adequate

equipment to continue, thus they found employment elsewhere.
Futhre attempts to produce mica from the Calrissa deposit face several problems.
In the northeastern part of the deposit water has always been a problem and was

one of the causes of this portion of the mine being-abandoned. In order to reopen

 the "Spread Eagle" shaft adequate pumping facilities will be & "must"bv The shaft

will have to be retimbered down to the top of rock (20~30 feet), and muck will have

"to be cleaned out and some nev’ stills installed in that part of the shaft that is

in unweathered rock,. Once the shaft is reopened, water will be a continuing problem,

Once the reconditioning is completed, mica productign gan begin.

In the southwestern part of the deposit water is no problem, The principal

problem in this area is to secure entrance. In 1952 the “Fanning Buchanan" shaft

wes in use, however, it is untimbered and is not safe.

' The most attractive approach to exploring the southwest end of the deposit
is to strip the surface about 40 feet southeast of the "Blain Buchanan" shaft

leaving natural drainage and sink a vertical shaft to intersect the pegmatite ‘at -

| approximately the 80 foot level, then incline the shaft on the pegmatite and continue

sinking to a depth of 150 feet, Drifts should then be driven in both directions

with work concentrated to the northeast. At least lSO feet of drift will be needed.

‘It is believed that-the s1nking of an l50foot vertical and inclined shaft would be
" more desirable«than reconditioning ex1stingAshafts because the new shaft could be

- made safe<from the beginning and it would be entirely in undisturbed grounde

The possibility of core drilling the deposit has been considered before further

_ exploration work, however, the continuous character of the pegmatite along strike

and also on dip seems to remove the need for a core drilling program prior to shaft
sinking. o |
Fewer operational problems will be encountered in exploration and later mining

if work is directed towards opening that portion of the deposit southwest of the

"Gooseneck Shaft" as outlined above., If a profitable mining venture results .from

“‘—‘—:v‘_ el
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. exploration of this portion of the deposi‘i;, and there are good reasons to believe
that this will happen, profits from the operation 'ca'.nrb_e used to redpen the "Spi'ead -
Esgle" shaft, | . . o L '






THE GREAT STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF MITCHELL

| THIS MINING LRASE, made this 2~< day of
January, 1888, by and betwees GRAHAN FRENCH, of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, (hereinatter referred t0 as *OWNER") and the
EMPIRE MICA MINES, INC., a Ndrth Carolina corporation, (here-
inafter referred to as "LESSER.") - -

W I TNEGSSEBTEH:

That, for and in consideration of the performance of
the copnditions and agreements and the payment of rental by
the Lessee as hereimafter stated, the Owner hereby bargains,
leames and grants unto the Lessee, its successors and assigns,
for a period of time hereinnfter defined below, the minerals,
< miping rights and privileges, as hereinafter stated, on a
-~ certaim tract of land, described as follows: -

Certain real property in Cane Creek Township, Mitchell County,
North Carolina, situate about three miles northeast of the :
. Town of Bakersville, knowz as the CLARISBA mining property

- and described as follows:

FIRST: A certain tract of land bounded as follows:
BEGINNKING on a buckeye, an old coramer, and runs thence
‘South 60 deg. 30 min, West 218 feet to a sycamore, .
now a concrete monument; thence South 43 deg. 30 mimn. -
West 257 feet to a black walnut; thence South 18 deg.
Bast 403 feet croesing the public road to a concrete .
monument near a cherry tree; thence South 82 deg. 30
Min. West crossing Buchanas branch 218 feet to a SN
concrete monument; thence South 64 deg. West 446 feet
to a big rock near a fence marked X; thence North . .
crossing the highway and runaning with the old fence - .
row and J, L, Morgan's line 957 feet to & large ‘
chestnut in said line; thence North 18 1/2 feet to a
stake corner; thence Kast 480 f1get.Lé a beech, now a
concrete monument; thence South 81 Rast 313 feetl . :
to a buckeye, the BEGINNING coruer. Contaiping 12 acres.
more or less. B

Excepting and reserving from the above conveyance the

. minersl interest in about one acre of land as described
“in two certainm deeds as shown of rscord in the Register's
Office of MNitchell Ceunty. : : ‘

First: Deed from John L. Buchanan and wife, Polly
Buchanan and Blaine Buchanen and wife, Dora Buchanan,
_to'W. Vanece Brown, dated January 11, 1818, and recorded

January 14, 1918 in Deed Book #71 at page 425.






Second: Deed from John L. Buchanam and wife, Polly
Buchanan and Blaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan
‘to W. Vance Brown, dated February 19, 1919 and :
recorded March 14, 1919 in Deed Book #71 at page Cy
406, _. b _ :

Also, excbpting about oao-fourtb'dcrg‘as now staked .
off and used as a family burying ground; also, about
two-tenths acre on the public road described as
folliows: ' B o L

BRGINNING on a rock on the public highway and runs
North 33 West 76 feet to a stake; thence North 46
Rast 90 feet to an apple tree; thence South 33 East 94
feet to a stake in the public road; thence with the
~road Bouth 59 West 85 feet to a rock, the BEGINNING
corner, S ‘ ~ ' ‘

AND BEING the same property described in a Deed dated
24 June 1837 from Blaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan
to Mrs. Ella Clapp Thompson, recorded in Mitchell -

County Deed Book 85, page 267._ 4 -

SECORD: All the mineral or mineral substances of

value, with all mining privileges and appurtemances

in that tract of land bounded as follows: BRGINNING

on a sycamore bush in the branch near the glass house
~and runs down nearly with the branch to a Black

Walnut Thence a direct course across the hill to Cane

Creek ~ Thence with said Creek to the branch below '

Joseph Buchanan's -~ Thence with maid branch to Joseph

Buchanan's line - Theace East with said line to his | -
- stake corner, Thence from said corner to the BRGINKING,
' contrining 20 acres, more or less., - | AR

AND BEING the aame real property as conveyed by Deed

dated 23 October 1873 from Joseph K. Irby and wife,
8. B. Irby to John G. Heap and E. B, Clapp, recorded
in Nitchell County Deed Book 7, page 437. '

- THIRD: A tract of land 5 feet square, marked by con~
crete coraners, in the center of which was the loca~

~ tion of a Spanish Oak, the beginning corner of an entry -
made by John Buchanan 21 November 1835, under Yancey

- County Warrant No. 709, and more definitely described .

. in a Deed dated 20 June 1919 from Ed Stamey and wife,

Larcena Stamey to R. 3t. Clair Thompson, recorded in
Mitchell County Deed Book 72, page 474.

~~ TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises for miming purposes unto
the lessee, its successors and assigns, upon a period of time
fixed in paragraph 1 below upon full compliance with each and
all of the following conditions, agreements and requirements.

" 1. (a) = This Lease shall begin as of January 2,
1858, and be and remain in full force and effect for a period
of th%rtoen\(l&) years (other terminmation is described herein-

after). - T S _






o - (b) That the rental and royalties under

this leasa shall be paid in accordance with a certain

contract dated ‘January 1958 and executed simultaneously

~ herewith between Graham French, as Owner, and Empire Mica

. Company, Ine., as Lessee, 2 copy of which is attached hereto
and made a part hereof. . R , |

: ' v : - 'The failure to make the payments as
the lessee and the Owner, at his option, may thereupon ter-.
minate this lease, re-enter and take possession of the
premises without further notice, .

- () -  Lessee may, at its option, terminate
this Lease by payment in full of the full purchase price
for these properties under the terms of an Agreement of
‘Purchsase and Sale, which is incorporated herein.

S - {d) ~ If the Owner deems that the Lessee¢ has .
failed to comply with any of the provisions of this Agreement,
the Owner, at his option, may give written notice to the lLessee
of its fallure to comply with this Leamze, and if reasonably ‘
- full compliance is not made within thirty (30) days after '
such written notice, then the Owner, at his option, may ’
- declare this Lease terminated and of no further effect snd
shall have the right to re-enter and take possession of the

premises without further notice.

2. Lessec shall have the right to mine, dig, exca~
vate, quarry, search for and obtaim mica and any other minerals

from said premises., . -

3. The Lessee shall and hereby expressly agrees to -
conduct mining operations on said premises in a business-like -
manger and workman-like maaner with due regard to the Owner's .

- rights in the mica and other mineral deposits on said premises,
- and to that end the lLessee agrees to keep and maintain the ~

mines where it works and all parts thereof in good and suffi-

cient repair, and to work and operate such mines in s good and
. 8killful manner, and, as work progresses, to keep the mines J
where it works as clean as reasonably practicable, and to keep
such mine and all parts thereof securely and properly timbered
and supported, and, in case of open work, to properly slope
the walls and banks so as to reasonably prevent the same from
slipping or falling in; that no waste will be dumped or placed

- in any mine, tunnel, cut or ~shaft,

4. The Owner or his agent shall at all times have
the right to enter into the mine and premises for the purpose
of imnspection and for the purposes of ascertaining if the
terms and covenants of this Lease are being in good faith

- complied with,

' 8. Upon the expiration or any other termination of
this Lease, the Lessee shall have the right to enter upon ,
~ sald premises and remove its machinery and equipment, but in.

.*3;.‘_ ,






. no event ahall ‘the time . 1imit tor the removal of said proporty
. extend beyond a period of sixty (60) days from the expiration

or termination of this Lease, nor shall said property or any

part thereof be removed until all of the indebtedness and S
oblizutions which nay arisc horeundcr ehall have been tully

paid.

6., The Lessce nhull have a right of 1ngreas and

(' egres: over the lands of the Owner s0 as to conduct mining

operations on the above-described premises and shall have the
right-of-way for power lines, roads and other ways as may be
nccoulury 1n nining and rcnovinz nincrals rrou said premises.

7. | The Lessee shall have a right to construct upon
said premises such shanties or other buildings as it may '

. deem necessary to the operatiens under this Lease, and upon

the expiration of this Lease or the sooner termination
thereof, such shanties or other buildings shall automatically
become and remain the property of the Owner and the lLessee
shall have no. right to toar down or ryemove such buildingn,

3. ~ The Lessee shall have 2 right to cut and use
tren said premises such timber, which the Owner has the right

- to cut and use, as may be necessary for usein timbering mines

on said premises, but the Lessee shall not have the right to
cut Oor remove any tinbor 1ron said prqniscs for any other
purpose. :

9. w It is axrecd thtt this Lease and Purchaso

Agrccnont is not intended to and does not create a joint ven-

ture of any kind; and further, that Lessee, at its own oxpense,;‘ﬁ‘;
will insure Owner against all liability by reason of any. !
mining operation or use of the property in any way that

"~ Owner's 1nterost or liubility nay be etioctod, if at all.:

10, it is cxprossly understood and ngrecd by the A
parties hereto that this Lease and the Agreement to Purchase .
shall never be transferred or assigned in any manner without

" the written consent of the Ownor.

o

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Owner and the said

if,Locace have hereunto signed their signatures and affixed
. .their seals, in duplicate, tho day and year tirat above‘
written,

EMPIRE MICA MINES, Lessoe

§wa%/7 07’;*1;

Wf;fgtt.gt; : , ' estdonf’

—Fecretary | st ' R ; (SEAL)
W 7 GRAHAK FRENCH, Owner

;;4.






*e -

 COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA .

: On the ‘  dayof Anno Domini 19
before me, the subscriber, peérsonally appeared GRAHAN FRENCH
who ackmowledged the due execution of the foregoing MINING :

"LEASE for all the purposes therein expressed,

) WITHESS my signature and notarial seal this
day of = . , 188 . B

e

Wotary Fub;ic

My CQQnianidn Expires:

" NORTH CAROLINA,
‘Mitchell COuuty

" on'the . soz<- day of . <“%- Anno Domini 1957,
before me, the subscriber, personally appeared Qaterr :
who being duly sworn according to law, says that he was -
personally present at the execution of the above MINING LEABE
and saw the common or corporate seal of the said corporation
duly affixed thereto; that the seal so affixed thereto is
the common or corporate seal of the said corporation; that
‘the said MINING LEASE was duly sealed and delivered by - : o
Ao & Rbiblogr , Preaient .  of the sald corporation,
as and for the act and deed of the said corporation, for the -
uses and purposes therein mentioned; and that the names of
this s ¥ PALlLa8 Pieieiderd~ . 8B4 Of Dot
Phultpr a8 udececlartey . of the said corporation,
 subscribed to the above MINING LEASE in attestation of its
due execution and delivery, are of their and each of their
respective handwriting. L L ‘
o and subscribed before o . '
me the day and year aforesaid. : ' A, :

Witness my band and notarial
seal. :

et LA fm 77i¢£/4ﬁ;1‘= Z %7) .
S lotary 1 3 .

My Commission Expires: |
| peavos7
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THE GREAT STATE OF m mm,cwm OF KITCHELL

THIS untm ms:, sade this “*’Lm of
Jasuary, 1868, nmmmm, e&pumzpnu
Pennaylvania, (hareimafter referred to an "ONNER") and the
EMPIRR MICA MINRE, INC., a m Cmum mpoutm. {(hore~
inatter referred to as "mm )

;.'u"z ’r'u R s s B *r';n :

‘l‘hnt. for m in mimnim of the porfoma« of

' the comditions and sgressents and the payment of reatal by

the lasses am hereinatter stated, the Ovner hereby bargains,
lenses and grasts unto the lessee, its successars and assigns,
for a period of tims hereinafter detined below, the miunerals,
nining rights aad privileges, as hereinafter stated, on a
certain tract d land, mxm as tolmm ; :

Certain resl pmpm». in Cane Creek Township, Nitchell countr,
Xorth Carelins, situate adbout three miles northesst of the

U Tows ©f Bakeraville, koown as the CLARINEA lmxznc mx‘ty

and mzm o fauau.

FIRST: A certain tract of land hmma as follows:
mmmm;mmn.uouw.udmtm
South 60 deg, 30 min. Vest 218 feet to a
mawm;tmmnuag.mm
 Neat 257 feet to & black walmut; theunce South 18 deg.

. East 403 feet cromsing the public road to & concrete

. monumant Dear s cherry tres; thence South 88 deg. 30
‘Min, West crossing Buchanan brasch 218 fuet to
concrete modument; thence Bouih 4 deg. lest 446 feet
to a big rovk near a feace marked X; thence hovrth
crossing the highway and running with the old feuce :
row and J. L, Mexgan’'s line 957 feet to a large S
chestnut in maid line; thence North 16 1/3 feet to 2
- stake cornexr; theace Rast 495 Zaet to a beech, now a -f,:
concrete monvment; thance South 81 Zast 818 feet '

to a buckeye, the PRGIMNING corner. Contatning u sores.
nors o less.

‘MﬁWMWm from the nhan Wcm :
nineral interest ia about ome acre of land as descrided

nmmm.-muwnmmua
- Oftice oc Mitchell m,. :

First: Deed from Jm L. Buchansn and wife, Polly
mmmmmvum Dors Buchanan, -
to W, Vance Browan, dated January 1 191.9. m recorded
Jamiary 14, 1018 ia Deed Book #71 -&






attamy. T

Second: Deed from Joha L. Buchanan and wife, Polly
Buchasan snd Blaine Buchanan nod wife, Dora Buchansn
to ¥, Vance Nrown, dated February 18, 1918 and

- recosded March 14, 1919 in Deed Book #71 at page

Alwe, excepting about ane-fourth scre as mow etaked
off and used as & fanily burying ground; also, about
two-teaths acre oa the public road desaribed as

- follows; - o : :

~ BEGINNING on & rock on the public highway and runs
North 33 Yest 76 feet to & staks ‘
Rant 60 feet to an appls ¢
foet to a stake in the public rond; thence vith the
road South 59 West 80 fest t0o & rock, the BRGINNING

AND BEING the mame property described in a Deed dated
24 Jume 1637 from Blains Duchanan and wife, Dora Buchansn
- ta Mrs. Blla Clapp wmw in Nitchell

County Deed Book 8§, page

SROCGMD:  All the aissral or misaral substances of .
velue, with all aining privileges and sppurtemances
- An that trast of land bounded as follews: BEERGINNING
~ o8 & sycamors huskh in the branch nesr the glass house
and runs down nearly with the branch to & Black -
Walout Thence a direct course acroas the hill to Cane
Creak ~ Thenos with said Creek to the dranch below
Joseph Buchanan's ~ Thesce with satd branch to Joseph
Buchanan's line ~ Thence Rast with sald 1lise to his
~ stake corser, Thease from msid cornexr to the BRGINNING,
containing 30 acres, more or less. . -

AND BEING the same real y a8 copveyed by Deed | .
dated 35 Octoder 16873 from Joseph K. Irby and wite, |

- 8, R. Irby to Jobn Q. Heap and E. B. Clapp, recorded = -
4in Mitchell County Deed Book ¥, page 437. B

- THIRD: A tract of Jand 5 feet aquare, marked by cen~ =
orste cormers, ia the center of wisich was the loca~ P ‘
tion of a Spacish Osk, mw-aim of an entry
made by Joha Buchanes 31 November y undexr Yancey =
County ¥arrant No. 709, and move defiaitely described
in a Deed mtm‘m;; lgu from R4 Staney tn:‘:u‘;, ot

. Mitchwll County Deed Book 73, page 474.

TO HAVR AND TO HOLD the said premises f0r miniag purposes unto
the Lesmes, its successors and assigns, upon a period of time
Zixed in parsgraph 1 Melow upon full compliance with each and
all of the following conditions, agresments and requirements.

3. (&) . This Lease shall begim as of Jamuary %,
1958, and be and remaia in full force and effect fox a period
of thirtesn (13) years (other termimation is described herein-






" of its fsilure to comply with

- mines vhere it works and all parte thereof in good and mtﬁ.»'-fi

(») mz the rental asd antm under
mmmumumn&;mw X
- comtract dated January 1958 and sxecuted simulitansously
© newewith betwesn Grabam Frenck, as Owner, and Empire Mics

- Compamy, Ine., um, ucmactvncbmuuchodmuo
mm;mw.

. muam tomthcmymuu
: mmauth‘mm, at his option, may tharsupon ter~
- minate this leane, Wmmmm@sm

- W'ubaut M'thor notios.

' (c) ' Lesses may, at ite option, terminate
tmmww in full of the full purchase price
for these propertiss under the terms of an Agroement of
Purchase and uu, vmtch is incorporated hereis.

{4) If the Owner deems that the Lessee has
,uuoa to euplr with m of the provisions of this Agreement,
the Owner, at his mxm nay ﬁn written notice te the Luan

is Lease, and if reasonably

full complinnce u aot sade within thirty (30) days safter
‘wach writtes notice, them the Owner, at his option, may
declare this Lesme termianted and of no further sffect and
shall have the right to re-snter and tm W&u of the
thm mm mm. C

2. L-ma shall uu the right to nu.u. dix, eRCH~
nta, quarry, search for and obtaia nica and any other minerals
tm uzd promises, , , , ,

3. 1The Lesase Ml and hmby oxprmly sgrees to
Vo aonduct mining operations on said premises in a busineas~like

nander and workaan-liike manner with due regard to the Owner's ’f -

rights in the mica and other mineral deposits on said prautm.
and to that snd the Leasses agprees to keep and maintain the

cieat repair, and to work and opsrate such mines in a good amd @

skillful manner, and, as work progrecees, to keep the mines

whare it works as clean 8 reascoahly practicable, and to keep |

'““...“".ﬁ,::: Mandr 1n came of open wOTE, to properly s10pe
' . cane open work, to properly s

thes walls sand banks 90 as to ressonably prevent the same from

o aumum!nm;n;thutumﬁuhw«pw

".4. mm«nnmtmnuuntmun
t»ruhttomtmr uwtmmmw:utmmm

- tmmwtoamwmvhmhmdtuth

B, Upon m mﬁuﬂm or m other termination of
thum. the Lesses shall bave the right to enter upon
said muu and resove a.t- mhimr m oquimt. but ia

e





»o cvut mn thc time u.n tm' tho rmal of said proporty
sxtend beyond a period of sixty (60) days from the expiration
or texminstion ot this lease, m shall said property or any
part thereaf by removed until all of the indebtedasss and
obligaticns which uy um hersunder sball have bean tuna

. md.
e, ‘mmm:hnlxhnn;rmto{iwuu

ogress over the lands of the Ow 8c as to comduct
have tlu
may be

operations ou the ammm premises und shall
- right-ef-way for power lines, m and other ways as
: WuMM‘MMMuh! said prenises.

o T The Lesses shall have a ruht construct um
said premises such shasties or other hudim an it may
dosn necessary to the operations under this lease, and upon
the expiration of this Lesass or the sooner termination
thereof, such shanties or other Maildings shall uutmucany
becons and remain the property of the Owser and the lesnsee
mn Iwn m rtxht tq tm Mu or m mch buxmw

; _ ﬂ‘ mmmnhﬂ.nriattocutmdm
. drom sald pmm such timber, which the Owner has the right
to cut and use, as may be zeceewary for uscin timbering mines
oo said premises, but the lLessee shall not have the right to
wtormmthhrtmuldprmtwwmm

) ,It uupmthat tn:ummmcnm L
&mmat is not inteaded to and does not create a joint wnr '

. ture of any kind; and further, that Lesses, at its own expense, |

will inmurs Owsner against all liability by nmn ol any

mining operation or use of the pro grt ay that
Ovm'a utmut or unuuty m uzcct.d. u at all.

’ 1. it u upnuly w:tm aud ux’m hy the

mtmumotw this Lease and the Agreemsnt to Purchase
shall never ba transferred or ansigned in ARy manoer without
tho written mt at tln Owner, -

[ IH i!‘l’ﬂlﬂl VHERROF, the said ﬁlm and the uid
i Leswwe have hereuato nnnd their siguatures and affixed
"~ their mh, in dupuun, the day and year tirst ubnn

' ,  ' unm

mxn MIca Ul;, mm
B L . (3RAL)

"””'Wm






Mm ue, the ﬂmi “rrznlxy tpm Jiatin

LS L S PLklo gy Cin

COMBONVEALTE OF msuwm
COUNTY oF mmmu o

on the . dsy of  Aono Domimi 19,

" betore ne, the ssbecriber, persomally appeared GRANAM FRENCH

who scknowledged the due exscution of the tmmm MINING
LEABR x-r sl thc m therein W

WITHESS ny mm and Muan mx thu

day of B T

Ketu'y mic
' lycwuion m:m-: -

NORTH CAROLINA,
mta_h.n County

On the 77 e . day of C‘ﬂ*‘-" Am Domini 1% 57, -
, Pre
vummlrmmmrmuw,mtuthvu ‘
personally presest at the smeocution of the adeve MINING LRASE
and saw the common ox corporate seal of the said mpouuou
duly aifimed thereto; that the meal se affimed thereto is

the common or corporate seal of the said corperation; that

the said MINING LEASE was duly sealed and delivered by L
sdagu & ARy , Preacdhent~. of the saild wmatiou. SR
as and for the act and deed of the said corperation, for the

nmmmtmtmumttoudj and that the asmes of
M@» 3 m “ \ga.dv/eeufk,,; '
A decialLoioy of the said cmattm. -

L Rhetegos
. sebscribed to the above MINING LEASE in attestation of its

due smscution and delivyery, are nz mu and uch of th.ir

respective handeriting.

and subscribed bum
ne ths day and year aferesaid.

.#itness my band and notarial






v g T
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1620 WESTERN SAVING FUND BUILDING

BROAD AND CHESTNUT STREETS
PHILADELPHIA 7






THE GREAT STATR OF m:jmm, COUNTY OF MITCHKLL

TRIS NINING LEASK, made tiis 2~ day of

. Jamuary, 1958, by end Detween GRARAN FRRWGH, of Mbiladelphia,

Pounaylivania, (heveinmatter referred to as m‘*) and the
1.E388%."

| RMPIRR MICA MINES, INC., a m)cmnu mmatmn. (hau- |

izafter referred to a8
g'ux'ruwsa:rn‘,:_]

| M. m» ul n mxmtm oc! the performance of
the conditions and agroenents and the paymsat of reantal by

the Lesnee as hereimiter stated, mmmhmhyhmm.

isanes and grants unto the lLesses, ita successors and assigne,
for a peried of time heveimtter defined below, the mm,
nising rights and priviisges, nmmmmtod,wa S
mnmdluﬂ.m»uuununx_ .

Cortain resl praoperty ia Cane’ Creek mzp. ltitchan t:mty,

Nexrth Carelina, situate about three xiles sorthesst of the
Tosn of Bakersville, Mnnmmxmmwy

mmmns

FIRST: Ammmnmmmntunxma-
BRGINKING on & buckeye, an old corner, and runs theace
- BSouth 60 deg. 30 min., West 218 foet to & sycamore,
. new a concrete mosument; thence South 43 deg., 30 ain,
- Nemt 387 fest to a black walnut; thence Scuth 18 deg.

East 403 feet crossing the public rosd to a concrete

aoounent nesr & chexxy tree; theunce South B2 deg. 30
Min. Immmmumchmstuttoa '

 comcrets mommment: thease South G4 deg. Wost 446 iﬁ;ﬁt

"uamzoamgtmcmmx.tmmth
. cxoesing the bighway and runaisng with the old feuce
row and 4. L. Morgan's lias $37 feet to a large

cheatnut im %aid lime; thance North 16 1/2 feet to &

mwsmxantiﬁtnttoam.mu
concrete nosuaent; thence South 51 East 313 feet

o, Ianuary A, uuumm

_-‘tugw.mmmw, cmmmm
nore or lees

m’tmnndmmmmmﬁnmnymm *
miveral interest in adout ome acre of land as described

ummum“m;«mumww
mmuumumn. :

.. Nirst: Deed frem Jehn L. Buchanan ané wife, nm.y

Buchanas and Binine Buchaman sl wite Dowa Buchanan, :
to ¥, Vance Brown, dated .ih”'é:‘m






- 2184 in peragraph 3 belew upes full cowplianco with esch
B all ot z!n fellowing Mum. Wmﬁa m’x& requir

s-m mxmimn.mmm:m», Nllr
Buchansan and Blaine Bachanan and wife, Dews Buchanan -
te ¥. Vance Browa, dated February 1S, 1919 sand
umd.d‘w mmmmummnzum

am. ,mwtmlamt m-»!mth acT'e a8 now ct-knl |
oft and weed a8 & Mu burying ground; also, about
mb:u.c md mM as

: public road; theace with m
read Scuth $8 West 88 tat t0 a roek, the BREGINNING

Ammmtummmymimmamum :
84 June 1837 from Blaine Buchanan and wife, Doxra MM
to Mrs. Rlla C Thempson, recorded in ¥itchell

County M Book B85, page 87,

sxcmm: uxmm»:m-;xmutmq!

value, with all miaing privileges and appurtoansces

in that tract of land bounded as follows: RBRGIRNING

08 a sycamors bush in the branch nesr the glass house

. and runs down nearly with the branch to a Black

Walmit Thence a direct courss scross the hill te Cane
Creek ~ Theaos with said Creek to the brasch below
Josesph mm*:»muu said bhranch to Joseph |
Buchavan's line ~ Thence East with said iine to his :
stake corser. Thence from sald cerner w the m:mxm, -
‘muuMQOmn.mwm;,'

- _Ammxmmmmlprmrwuamndbym
. dated 20 Octobexr 1873 Irom Joseph K. Irby and wite,
8. K. k”“iﬁl“.”“l.ﬂ‘cw’ L

in kitcheli Couaty Deed Book 7, page 427

THIRD: 1trmatmatutaqmo,mmtww
crete corners, im the ceater of which was the loca~
tmolaamm.mwmmmamntry
- made by John Hmdchanan £ Hovember 1835, under Yancey
County Warrant Me. 708, and more dafinitely described
in a Deed dated 20 June 18190 from R4 Stamey and wife,
Larcens Stamey te R, a.cmrm.mmm
| ntmu County Deed Book 72, page &74.

TO BAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises for mining purpuses ot
the lLessee, ifs suocessors aad sssigos, upon n period of €






: (b) That the mttl m ronltm nuuhr
mmmuumdummuu.mm

- countract dated Jamiary 19568 and exeocuted simultaneously

_heorewith hetween Graham Fresch, as Oswner, and Empire Nica :
Campany, Isc., ulm,tcmotmuaﬂwmno
m-humt :

i mtumtommmmu
wmmmmmm.nmmm.mtmtu~
Mﬁh%.m&w“%m&m the
mum«mmmm

(8)  Lesses may, at its optm. terninate
tmmnhym in full of the full purchbase price
~ for these properties under the terms of an Agroesmeant of
- mm and Sale, vm.ch is 1mmttad herein. :

. {d) xtmmmmtntmmm

- 4ailed to mpxy with any of the provisicas of this Agreemsat,

the Owner, at his cption, may give written notice to the M

of iutaumtowl:ntktmm and if reasonably

full eompliance is ast made vithin thirty (30) days after

such written actice, then the Owner, at his option, may o

‘mmmmtmmmamxmazntm
mxnuthislturmtthmMaoxm .
m ﬂthmt further motioce. .

rights iz the aica and other ‘mideral deposits on said pramises,
and to that end the lesses agress 1o keep and maintain the t

mines where it works and all parts thereof in good and suffi~

i
i
3
g
i

and oparate such mines in a good and -
- #killful manser, m. A8 work progremees, to keep the mines






B ﬁut shall m tzio limit for the removal of said property -

esxtend beyoud a period of sixty (60) days from the expiration
wtmiutmuthulm’mmummywm '

. part thereol be removed until all of the indedtedness and

obligations which may arise hereunder shall have beea fully

. pasd.

6.  The Lesses shall bave a right of ingress and
agress over the laads of the Gwmer 80 as to conduct mining
cperations on the above-dsmiribed premises and shall have the
right~of-way for power lines, roads and other ways as may be
necensary in miuning and remuviag minersls from said premises.

7. 'l'ho uuu shail htiﬁd a right to commtruct upoa
Said premises such shanties or other buildings as it may .

doem necessary to the sperations under this Lesse, and upon

the expiration of this Lease or the sooner termination
thereat, such shanties or other uildings sball mtmtxon'uy

*-mmmm,myutummmmm
_ Shall have ne right to tear down or remeve such buildings.

8. The Lessee shall have & right to cut asd use

 from sald premises such timber, which the Owner bes the right

to cut and use, as may be mecsssary for uscin timbering minee
of said premises, but the Lesses shall not have the right to
cut or remove any timber from said premises for any other

B. . It is agreed that this Lesse sud Purchase

| Agreswsnt is mot isteaded to and doss not oreate s joint ven~
- ture of any kind; and further, that Lesses, st its own OXpenve,

will insure g:::r mm:‘ uz.:.mxun ?y TeR80N o{ h::y ,
mining opera or use mcrt 7 An any way .
Ovoer's “.“",“ or liability may Qttmd, it at all.

' R 1:0. " It’ is expressly nnmm and ww the
parties hereto that this Lease and the Agreement to Purchase

sball sever be transferred or assigned in any maaner witheut
* the written cousent of the Owner. L

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the salé Owner snd the said

_ Lesses Rave hersunto signed their signatures and affized
3 tllgt*ﬂuh, in duplicate, the day and year firet above
., writtesm, | o S - b

KMPIRE UICA MINES, Lewsee

"

© Attest: ‘ » | | |
TRy e - (8RAL)






. mm'm or mm.wm
mmwmxmu 7
‘mtu  dayof Ammuw ,

begore ne, the subscriber, persoanlly appeared GRAHAM FRENCH
2 ‘mmmmnmmmtmumtmlum
; m:nuxxtummw

 WITHESS my signatura and netarial sesl this

R T Wetary Publlc
My Commission Kxpires:

NORTH CARCLINA,
numu County

“omkhe /T4 day of °"“*’~ mnoaux 16 59,
before ne, the uumilm'. mmuy appeared :
' @ﬂ«—é&m of the mald é e Phoacow &“%ij m“{’
vhe being duly mwora sccarding to says that he was
persenally preseat at the emscuties d the above MINING LEASE
and saw the common or eorporaie seal of the said corporatiom |
.dnly afzized therete; that the seal 80 affimed thersto is ;
‘the common ev corporate sesl of the said corporation; th;t SRS
 the maid MINING LEASE was duly ssalsd and delivered by : Lo
i E BA Al grs, FOriuid——i~  0f the maid mporatm. P
umzmmmwm«ldmnumwnﬂu.twtm L
' xi mu mtuud, and that the Qf _i ,
(PALyrs w " of the sald corporation,
. subsoxribed to the M muw BR in atstestation of its
duwe anscution and delivery, m o2 mu and hmh of thﬂ.r
~ respective mxnm. , , )

’ 'MNMch!m
ne the day and ysar aferesaid.
nt:muwmmul
senld.

W OWWJL@ Zhe: -

X 29 - Sf T S S R LR
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© (Combined and mpnrm m.-an m nu-:m)
- Juse, lm

70 GovEUENT'S USE GaLT

R R BN " Docket No. DMRA
susce pLATION Aremapyr (V)
| mmunm STATES OF AMBRICA: |
wurm to that certain hml in tho County ot B
Ziifofett o Btate ot TorZd Coaleld
mam as follews: ® W ades |

: .nmm mcm there is no obligation to p:w -

@) Bither () mmmzmmz of the land, or
{b) strike out the words “as follows” and imsert “'Ia a lease
/-3

K page
- recordation caanet be dd with, If the space is m:zcm.
,‘,-mumnm!rdwwm”mnmmu‘






FIRST: A certain tract of land bounded s’ follove: '
BEGINNING on a buckeye, on old corner, and runs thence

.- -South 60 .degs 30 ‘min, West 218 feet to a gycemore,

‘now a concrete monument; thence South 43 deg. 30 min,

- ‘West 257 feet to a black walnut; ‘thence South 18 deg.

East 403 feet crossing the public road to a concrete |

. monument. near a-cherry tree; ‘thence South 82 deges 30

min, West crossing Buchanen branch 218 feet to &8

concrete monument; thence South 64 deg. West 446 feet

- 40 a big.rock near a fence marked X; thence North

crossing the highuay and running with the ¢ld fence -

oW ‘end J,L, Morgan's line 957 feet 1o a large - =
chestnut: in sedd 1ine; thence North 16 1/2 feet to a
atake corner; thence Fast 495 feet to a beech, now & .

_ooncrete monument;. thence South 8] East 313 feet-
to a buckeye, , the, BEGINNING corner. Containing 12. acres .
more or lesss .. . .. S
keopt;ing and reserving from ‘the above ‘conveyance the

- mineral. interest in: about one asre of land, as' described
in two certain desds as shown of record in the Register's

Office of Mitchell County, - L

First: Deed from John ‘La - Buchanan and wife, Polly"

Buchanan ‘and - Blaine Buchanan and wifé, Dora Buchanan,

to W, Vance Brown, dated January 11, 1919, and recorded

. January 14y 1919 in Deed .Book ‘#7 ‘at page 425.

. Seconds . -Deed from John L¢
Buchanan and Blaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan
%o W, Vance Brown, dated February 19, 1919 and
pecorded March 14, 1919 in Deed Book #71 at page 496,

Also, excepting about one-fourth acre as now staked
off and used as a family burying ground; also, about
two-tenths acre on' the public' read described as ’
followss : SRR C

BEGINNING X & rock on the public highway and rune
North 32 West 76 feet to a. stake; thence North 46

Eest 90 feet to an apple tree; thence South 33 East ‘
94 feet to a stake in the public road; thence' vith

‘the road South 59 West 85 feet to 2 rock, the BEGINNING
corners . oy

Buchasian and Wife, Folly '
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- (Combined and mpnm u.-am :u ML~-303)

. g
—

,,,,,,,,,,,

" 0 THE UNITED STATES OF Am:w \

,' "W*M as foliovs: "’W

XYY Nadey
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FIRST: A certair t:l'_act" of land boundod as follows:
" BEGINNING on a buckeye, on old corner, and runs thence
. South 60 deg. 30 min., West 218 feet to & sycamore,

o now a concrete monument; thence South 43 deg. 30 min,
. Vest 257 feet to a black walnut; thence South 18 deg.

East 403 feet crossing the public road to a concrete
monument near a cherry tree; thence South 82 deg, 30 -
min, Weat orossing Puchanen branch 218 feet toa
conorete monument; thence South 64 deg. West 446 feet
to & big rock near e fence marked X; thence North
crossing the highway and running with the o}d fence . -
row and J.L. Morgan's 1ine 957 feet -to a large L
chestnut in said line; thence North 16 1/2 feet to a
stake corner; thence East 495 feet to a beech, now a
_concrete monument; thence South 8l East 313 feet . - -
to a buckeys, the BEGIhNING cornor. Oontain_ing ‘12 tms
nore or leal. _' S .

hnpti.ng and rosorving f‘rom tho abon convoyanco tho ‘
mineral interest in about one sere of land as described

in two certain deeds as shown of record in the Roghter'l ,

 Office of Mitchell County..

Pirst: Deed fron John .Le Buchanan and vit‘a, Polly '
Buchenan and Flaine Buchanen and wife, Dora Buchanan, ~
to W, Vance Brown, dated January 11, 1919, and recordod
»Jmun.ry 14, 1919 in Deed Book #71 nt page 425, o

. Second: Deed from John L. . nnchnnm and vife, Polly

", Buchanan and Mlaine Buchanen and wife, Dora Buchanean.
~ to W, Vance Brown, dated February 19, 1919 and -
' recorded Varch ll., 1919 in Deed !ook m at page 496.

Al so, cxcopting about on--fourth acre as novw staked .
off and used as a family burying ground; alaso, about .
two=tenths eore on the publ.tc rond dosoribod a8 -
follou.:

BEGINNING OX & rook on the public highuo.y and runs
NHorth 32 Weat 76 feet to a stakej thenece North 46
" East 90 feet to an apple tree; thence South 33 East
94 feet to a stake in the public rosd; thence with
the road South 59 Vest 85 feet to a rock, the BEGINRING
cﬂm‘ro . : .






AND BEING the same property described in a Deeddated
2/, June 1937 from Mlaine Buchanan and wife, Dors Michanan
to Mrs, Ella Clapp '!'hompaon, rocorded in Mitcholl County o
' Dndl!ook”, page 2870 ,

SECOND: All the minaral or mimral aubatmcu of
value, with all mining privileges and uppurtonnncu

in that tract of land bounded as followss BEGINNING
on a sycamore bush in the branch near the glass house

~ and runs down nearly with the branch to a Black
Walnut Thence & direct course across the hill to Cane
Creek - Thence with said Creek to the branch below
Joseph Buchanan's - Thence with said branch to Joseph.
Buchanan's iine - Thenoc East with eaid line to his -
stake corner, Thence from said corner to. tho nmm*eme, :

- contdmlng 20 acru, nore or less,.

AND BEING the same real property as convcyod by Doed
dated 25 October 1873 from Joseph K. Irby and wife,

- Se B, Irty to John G, Heap and E. B, Clapp, recorded
- in Mitcholl Couhsy Deed Book 7, page 327. Lo

' THIRD: A trect of lend 5 fest square, marked by conp
crete corners, in the center of which was the location
of a Spanish Oak, the beginning corner of an entry
zade by John Puchanan 21 November 1835, under Yansey ' . -
County Warrant No.709, and more definitely described .
in Deed dated 20 June 1919 from Ed Stamey and wife, -
Larcens Stamey to B,  St. Clair ‘Thompaon, . rocordod :ln
Mitchell county boed book 72. page 474,






-

" which 1s She subject of a propessd expleratiea project contract,

hereinafter called the ' " contract, with the
| United States of Ausrics, bereinafter ealled the "Goverameat;

umﬂmutmwt the mtrsctnduutmnwm f
m-nut to snter xam u, the undersigned horeby:

1. nmmwmtmruma'
'mmmmmuanmwmmmtymm
ocontract may be dismantlied, nm«l !m the hM. '

”rm. an uy be m\vtm 1n the mtnct; aud the Gw.rw-
. mest's interest and mny fa such mpoﬂy shall be pﬂw Do
and mmtor to any adverse right or olaim of the umum

2. Motommmtalmﬂmm&

 the undersigeed’s right, title aud isterest in the land asd
L upol ABy preduction of sinerals tmm. te securs the

g _nm-t to the Goversment of a mmtm ron‘ny ca the |
: 'm«uu as may be provided for by the comtvact; S

3. aummm the WW . riuht. tiﬂo.

, ‘chu, or unmt in or maut m mw mmmziﬂ

. mmm to the ruhu of m mt umhr the mtrm N
uth rmt to rmlty L4 Mm m lisus to secure thu R ;
R :

: N Wts m mm that M& is no

| claim, lien or escushrasces upoa the undersigned's right,

titls, clais or iaterest in or agaiast the land other thas
the ia;tmm: - (IS mous, insert the word none in gquotation

pE—






8, Undertakes and agroes (a) neither to commit

- any act nor assert any claim ia coaflict with the pmuim_
 of this agresment; and (b) to give advance notice of the

Qovernmeat’'s right under tm Wt to any mmqunt‘

t:mfm, mﬂm. mm.wmﬁmot

| the underaigned’s right, title, clais, or isterest iu or

mmt the laad, or any production thereupos, Mnuatu
thﬂwwmt vith mmammau: and

8. Comnu to all mm (sncluding an

'Wt of mmuu) ‘and mta of the mtrmt 7

| witheut metice thersef, and usdertakes asd agrees that
© this agresmeat shall extead and apply thersto. L

signed this agreement wdn then

'3.. Added mum: — W

. (Statn nons in Mnﬂm or "m ARDEX No. . ,F"*_)

| lht.dthxn" //’z':c. day of _ J.._A, , m-a?’.

f &géﬁm ““g _(8RAL) g ﬁwﬁlﬂéaﬂ mmsaxf;%i

Lpsid 8. Jost.

» (sm.) '. MR " gmmss;‘;:

(mm o (AnDeES®

(SRAL) ___ — (aDRESS)

GEAL) ____ (ADDRESS)

) P s certity that

© 1 am the | "(no'mtn‘y. 'ﬁt,c.) of the Corperation

named hereis; that who

(wnlm o vt« prnuut, otc.) of said Corparation; tut

said agrement was dny liM t«r and ia mu of said

Corperation by authority of its goveraing body, ud ?u within

- the scope of its corpurate powers






ru-zos ' '
(Combined and :uporsades IIL-SOJ. and IL-203)

L Jum, 1966

FOR GOVERNMENT'S USE ONLY.

o kx_plbrq:ion Project Contract
('Oporator“ '
- Docket lo. DMEA

Contract No. IDI-E

| Contract Date
CONSENT TO LIEN
AND
wmzm'rmu AGREEMENT (1)

' TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

netcrrinz to that certain la.nd 1n the County of

e Z2aledetl , Btate °‘-—M_é4¢.«_4°~4) ’
: ““‘*"“’"’ as follovs: m’-M&W '

| {I) WoSey or production from the land is not raquired, and
" in the absence of production there is no obligation to pay

royalty to the Goveroment. -

(2) Either (2) insert the legal dncription of the hnd, or

 (b) strike out the words "as follows" and insert "In a lease

.~ (or contract, deed or other document) dated /- 3. )P G ’
. and recorded in book / 2o s page N oﬂicial
- record of said county.” 1T (b) is uud, the book n,nd page of

- recordation cannot be dispensed with, If the mpace is msu:t:ticiont .
, uu an annex and refer to thc annex in thc space. ,






FIRST: A cortain tract of llnd boundod as fonovu
BEGILNING on a buckeys, on old corner, and runs thence
South 60 deg, 30 min. West 218 fest to a sycamore,
nov a consrete monument; thence South 43 deg. 30 min,
West 257 feat to & black walnut; thence South 18 deg.
Bast 403 feet croseing the public road to a concrete
ponument near a cherry tree; thence South 82 deg. 30
min, West crossing Muchanan branch 218 feet to a
soncrete monument; thence South 64 deg. West 446 feet
. %0 & dig rock near a fence marked X; thence North

. crossing the highway ard running with the o}d fence

rov and J.L. Morgan's line 957 feet to a large .
chestnut in ssid 1ine; thence North 16 1/2 feet to &
stake corner; thence Fast 495 feet to a besch, now a
. conorete monument; thence South 61 East 313 feet :
to a buckeys, the BEGIM@WG corner. Containinc 1-2 mu

more or Icn.

_hnpting and ronrving from tho above comnya.ncc t.ho
mineral interest in about one ssre of land as described
in two certain deeds as shown of mord in the Roghtor'o‘
Office of mmm.x County. .

. Mrat: Deed frcl John L.. Bmhmm and \dfo, Polly
Buchanan and PFlaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan,
to W, Vance Erown, dated January 11, 1919, and recorded
: ,Janum 1, 1919 '4n Deed Book #71 at page 425,

Socond: Deed i‘rcn John L. Duchlnm and vife, Pony :
Buchanan and Klaine Buchanan and wife, Dora Buchanan
to ¥, Vance Brown, dated Pebruary 19, 1919 and

. -resorded Yarch 14, 1519 1n Deed Book "Mm at Pege 1.96.

‘Lho, mopting about one=fourth scre as nov steked

off and used as & family burying ground; also, about

::Io-unth- adre on the public road ducribod as
lows: -

nmzwxnsa aﬁ & rock on the public Mgh\uy and runs
Nordh 32 West 76 feet to a stake; thence North 46

Bast 90 feet to an apple tree;. thence South 33 East

94 fest to a stake in the public road; thence with

the roasd South 59 \Iut 85 feet to a rock, the B!:GINRING
cornor.






AND BEING ‘the same proporty described in a Desddated )
24 June 1937 from Blaine Buchanan and vife, Dora Muchanan
to ¥rs. Ella Glapp Thompson, rcaord-d in Miteholl Oounty
MB«R”;P‘”M. L .

- .SECONDs  ALd tht minersl or mineral substances of
" value, with all mining privileges and appurtenances
~ in that traot of land bounded as followss BEZGINNING
on & syoamors bush in the branch near the glass house
and rune down nearly with the branch to a Black
“Walnut Thence a direct courss across the hill to Cane
"Creek = Thence with seid Creek to the branch below
Joseph Puchansn's -~ Thence with said branch to Joseph
Buchanan's line - Thenos Fast with said line to his .
stake corner. Thence from said corner to the nmm uma,
conu:lniug 20 acres, wore or less. N

“AND BEING the sane real proporty as conveyed by D«d
dated 25 October 1873 {rom Joseph K, Irby and wife,
30 B, Irby ‘bo John 0. R'lp and E. 8. Glapp, racordtd .

‘ THIRD: A tract of land § oot square, urk.d by oonp
crets corners, in the center of which was the location
of a Spanish Qak, the beginning corner of an entry
pade by John Buchanan 21 Rovember 1835, under Yansey.
County Warrant 10,709, and more definitely described
in Deed dated 20 June 1919 from Ed Stamey and wife,
.- Larcena Stamey to E. St. Clair ‘Thompson, mordoﬂ in
, mtchon County Deed Book '72. page 474. ,






which is the subu.et of a proponed exploration projoct contract,
hereinafter called the "~ _" contract, with the

*j}Unitod States [ Auorica, haroinattor called the "Govornnont"
in conuidoration of the contruct and as an inducement to the
Govornnant to enter into At, the undmrsisnod herohy

L;-' Undcrt&kos and agrtes that property in which
tho Govornucnt nay acquira an intoreut or equity under the
contract may be diﬂunntlad, uevcrcd from the land, and
removed, as may be providcd in the contract, and the Govorn-
ment's interest and oquity in such property shall be prior
’1‘and‘-upcrior to any udvoruc right or claim of the underaigned,
2. Grants to the Govcrnnent a 1icn upon all of
‘tho undcr:igncd's right, title and interost in the land and

¥ upon any prodnction o! niaaruls th:roupon. to secure tho

"“(paynont to the Gov.rnucnt of a percentage royalty on the  “f
production as nay be providod tor by tho contruct, »

. P aubordinato- the undersisned's right, title,
cl:in, or intergnt in or against the land or in any production
th.raupon to the rights of the Govornacnt undor tho contract
: with rospcct to royalty or production and 1iens to secure the
 same; - g , . |
| 4, koprosonta and undertakea that there is no

:cluin, lien or ancunbrancea upon the und.rsignnd'n right,
 ‘ title, claiu or interest in or azuinst the land other than

the tollovinz. (If none, igscrt the word none ;n quot;tion

‘»ur'ka.) | ‘ M






2
A

'5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit

' any act nor assert auy.claim in conflict with the provisions

ot(this agroenent;'ando(b) to give advance notice of the

' 'Govornment's right'under»this azroenont to any subsequent

transteroe, mortgagee, encumbrancors, or lessee of any of
the undersigned's right title, claim, or interest in or
against the land, or any production thereupon, furnishing
the Governnent with two copies ‘of such notice; and

6. Consonts to all amendments (including an
agreoment ot termination) and assignments of the contract

without notice thoreof, and undertakes and agrees that

: :gthis agreenent shall extend and apply thereto.

el .. YQL,,‘/

MA’M

7. Added Provision , 7,ﬁgqa,¢4_;;r'
if(State none in quotations or "see ‘annex No, = ﬁ)
Dated this </~;zr: day of sf;JL | , 1958 _,

M M(SEAL)J/.‘?J MM,..,, o M (ADDRESS)

(smu.) . A _',(Abnnnss), L
e _ (SEAL) - ____ (ADDRESS) |
. s __(8EAL) o (ADDRESS)
TS SR ___ (sEAL) __ ' ____ (ADDRESS)
I, e . ’ certify that
1 am the  'A ‘ fl; (secretary, etc ) of the Corporation
l named herein; that = B - who

- signed this agreement was then

(president'or'vice'prosident, etc.) otvsaid COrporation' that,

- saild agroemont was duly signed for and in behalf of said

‘Corporation by authority of its governing body, and.was v1th1n '

- the scope of’its corporate powers. ,
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‘.Hmorandmn '

.' f OC: %r. COMQ(2)‘ L ‘

Hay 26 1958

[ch:}. . Operating Comittoc, mm, Washington
o _Fron: : Dt‘EA Field 'l’eu, Region V, Knomuo : T
- ?$ubject: mm-wzo, GLARISSA m, mmmu Cqunty, s. c. (mca)

‘ Rei‘erenco ia n:ade bo l!r. Kouk's telephone call of my 22. .

We undsrstand that. the addaeont araa to tho martheast

’:‘”ff ot the Clarissa Mine is under lease to Sam Phillips md nsaociatea.
"rhey are now bumping out thc Sproad Eagle uhaft. oo

- L Theretora, we suzgast that action cn the mbject appli- L
" cation be held in abeyance until a’field exemination of the Spread . = -
' -Eagle shaft can be made. Of gourse, it should be noted that pro= . ..
. cessing of the application probably cennot beé completed. bei‘ore
- June 30 under these conditions, as it is unlikely that the .
oxmination could be mndc bafore Junc 5 at the mliaat. '

o Robort A. Lamnec - ’
e :;',,i:ucutivq Officsr

: v 3. Lynch ,,,,,,,,

l‘llalllbo::'s Jw"eda @i‘ ?uﬁe&? S






o mvaum

‘v-'l'kmoranduu . S

N Tos : Opérating Comit'hoe, DI*!B‘A, Waahing’wn

| From DA Field Tean, Reglon ¥, xmmm N -
?"am,;.m sm.wzo, CLKRIQQ,& sm, memn Comty, N. c. (Mm)

Rei‘erencc :Lamad- bonr. Houk's ﬁalepbone can orwaz. o
o U Weundqratandthattmnd:}nmtmatottwmrthmt
.-otthocunssamumrlmcm&n?mmmmuu ST
Thoy“ m nowpumpinc out. tha Spraadfﬁ‘.agle ahai‘t. o S

L Therefore, m auggeat ‘that ut:l.on cm the snbjcct appli-
aation be. held in auaymca until a fi6ld examination of the Sproad

 Eagle shaft can be made. Of courss, it should bs noted that pro-

 pessing of the application probably camot be completed befors
: AJmaomrthoucmtim,uithunlmmtthu
g Mnntm could be nade bafore duze; 5 at *the earlieo'&. :

SR 'Robort A. Laux-anm
-_,\)Eucutiw crﬁm

R lbnbcr, Bureau of M:Lnes






- Tor L 0. m, memmmmsm
From: W r.wmm,v. 8. Geologtoal Murvey

Bibject: Meview of T1eld exminstion regart, BRA 45@0 (uu),mre-
Mica Conpeny, Ims., {larisss mine, Mitehell County, Forth

. 'The exsmining team Tecowmend denisl of the applicetiom on
 the principal grounds that the oid mine 1 worked out. "The Glarisse :
nine is coe of ths oldest mines ammmmma. m&,m'

mm-mm mtito ﬂutr-nm:ln w?“) -

mmma:mmu enough ixn good mica to -
-mtmmm mwmum-wm:
,mmamlsotmwmmumm _

S J.J.M,&'.WMGI,MQWW,‘
Wmh whs,m-mwmmmmm

. port of the Droperty. Tage states, °...josaidilities for future B

mine that appess best are: (1}MQWMMN
WM“MM&&!MM...

n;mummmummz

o . xmnﬁmmm'-mmmtm
‘mm'amum

" Copy. 'bo’: IMEA (3)+ ‘
" W. F. Dietrich, 3061 B | SRR
Docket file . B ¥llioms
. Chron. file ‘ T "”7 ?' .
- Director's reading '
Bra.neh reading -
WPwmians.pbb B s
- Q=MD: 5/16/58 s






. ) : . ; . CERE . )
. 3 [ . .
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i A “"v-“‘z P FR
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L vy “ Fooo .
t
ﬁﬁ«f._f
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y

'_lb: L. n.mmmw
. Proms w.r.mu-n,u. :.Wmm

Sub Ject: mammm, mm (-tu},
MW; g WWQEMMp

IMMMMAIM&W“M&
g grounds thas mm is wxised out. mm

mmnumm fﬂu Fogmtite Mt remins tn’ P“)
ummmetmm Zicdh elcigh 1o good mice to W

- warraat further sxpluretien. MWMMMGWM

mummmum&mM

J.:r. u.s.mm,amm
mms s,mmmmm .
purt of the property. Mge states, Wm:«m
mine thel aguesr Wst are: (1)m«mmmu :
Wm«.mmmwmmﬂ :

along the lines of Pags's recommdetions, Is it possthls thet comdi-
: Mhmm‘t&neﬂ»ﬁnmmww“me

i
!
E
fiflh
g
L
il

xwutmmm*uwmmm
_wvumum o , o

COW*O M(S) e T
W T D.tetrich,m L T
Bocket file . W P WMlllses
D:erctm"trading

W2WLlliems
. GuMB: 5/16/58






From: cm.ef, Iiranu ‘of Ceremic ead Fer‘bllizer Materials |

~ UNITED STATES . - i~
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQR - =75

' BUREAU.OF MINES . - /- -0 0o
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. = /"\\ |
o o w\\\j’ " v S
: ‘:' . Nay 16 l950

itmorandxm o
ib:'« ' Vomtallic s«i:merals mvision

‘Deferse Mirerals Exploration Administretion T [ =

Subaect' DMEA 1020 (mica)

- A@lic Dxpire Mice Compw :Cnc.,l | e
lsme and Iaocation of Pro:pertxz Clarisaa. Mine, Mi‘cchell County, n. o,

" Date of Field Teem ‘ieport.. f)/p/Su

" Date Ree'd. by Br. of uermic & Fertilizer Ma‘berials' 5/9/3,

Field Teem Recmendatmn- Raccnsnend aemal aof application. o

Comments: o ' ‘ ’
1. The Clerisss Mine is the secand oldest nica mim in

the gpg;uce Pine district,. repom&ly having. been worked as eerly
- us b1 :

&:cellent production hes been obtainecl frcn this.

-mire. '.me mine ves lest worked in 1952, mostly by bulldozer, snd

*25 ,000 worth of good quality mice was reportedly recovered.
3. The report by J. J. Pege (1943) states that the

. southvestern part of the mine probebly hes no reserves, but reserves |
- might exist in the northeast pa.rt of the mine.

' Recmnendation:

- I coneur with the recmnﬁation of the fmld t.eam in denisl
of the spplication as submitted and on the evidence of the ficld

 tesm examination; however, consideration might be given to another

more reasonsble proposel to explore the northeest pert of the mine.

_.Perheps the applicent should be advised to do more vork wb.ich

mum allow for & more incluzive emimticn.

. F. Die‘tr;ch'

-~






, UNlTED STATES Ce T
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR |
BUREAU OF MlNES o ‘
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. - .. . oo o

Mmorandm N . R

os . Hommetellic Minersls Divisior - T e
Det‘enae Minerals kaloration A&ainistmtim. e f

- From: ‘.Chief, Bru.&.b of Cersmic mﬁ Eertilize_r Hateri_éi&
.Suﬁ,jéct: IMEA-Lj20 (mi»b. | ) “ ST
miic ‘ ept: Enpire dics Canpaw, Im:.

- and ﬁocation of Px«opcr‘gy_x ﬁlarisaa Idim s Mitc:hell Count;y, S Ce
Date of Fleld Teun xwport: 5/5/*}, '

Dete Rec'd. by Br. of Cersmic & Fertﬂizer K&terials: e

rum Teer Recmzﬁation. Reemm, dentsl of applicatidﬁ; -

' Ctxmntsz ' EE
1. The Clarissa Mimz is ﬁze secozx! olﬁas't. nice mine i.m :
the g}m Plne district, reportedly having been worked es ewly
&8 l SI
L2 Meut pmduction hes been obteined from this
mine. The nine wes lest worked in 1952, mostly by bulldozer, and
%S,OOO worth of good quality nics wes reportedly recovered.
3. Uhe veport by J. J. Page (1943) stotes tust the :
southwestern: part of the mine probebly hue no reserves, but reaewes
might exist in the mrﬁmtpartofthem .

kemxﬁation* ' ' L

o X coneur with the recmendation of- the f.eld team in azrial
of the application as submitted and on the evidence of the field
tesm exominetion; however, considerstion might be given to enmother
more reasonable proposal to explore the northesst part of the mine.
Ferheps the spplicant should be sdvised to do more vork vhich o
would sllow for = more inclua:lve eminatmn. .

g '}4_"31gn_od._* :
¥ F, Dietrich






IMEA Form 7
(12-56)

: ngtlemn H

\ 1 | OFFICIAL FILE COPY
C/’ ’ S ) . Date Surname Code

3l | Howhs | 600

—t 25
‘7&' J | 10
3/ ] C_— | 220
| , 60

Eapire Mica Company, Imc.

¢/o . Sam L. Phillips

Spruce Pine, North Carolina

Re: Docket No. DMEA-49204iEex
: Empire Mica Coupany, Iac.
Clarisss Mine o
- Mitchell County, North Carolina

Reference is made to our letter of Jamuary 29, 1959, -
reparding action required to make your DMEA application eligible.
for consideration under the OME reguiations.

We wish to cooperate with you in allowing ample time
to complete such action, btut, i1f we do not hear from you withia
30 days from the date of this letter, we will assume that you are
no lonser interested in procesding with your application, and ve
will consider it as having been withdrawn.

- Sincerely yours, |
(signed)’ FRANK E. JOHNSON @‘N

Acting Direetor
LGHouk ::gad 3/ 5/59 .

" Copy to: Dir, R. File

Region V .
Mr. Kiilsgaard, USGS
Mr. Dietrich, USBm

8623
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IMEA Form 7
(12-56)

’ , - . OFFICIAL FILE COPY
y . 4 Ceode

Date Surname

e AT o[ 2wk | 600

. Ve NN

Tmeowse | A , 120
- 600 ; % J ™47

( 17&? & |20

Papire Mica Company, Inc. ' . g , ! ‘ @'ﬂ

o ¥r. Sar L. Phillips : o ' '

Spruce Pine, Yorth Carolina  Re: Docket No. Dm—d.%ﬂ-ﬂfu

‘ ‘ : . Bmpire Mica Comnany,
Clarissa Yine

Gentlemen: ’ : Mitchell (‘oun*'y, Rorth TIn&

' Enclosed is a copy of the repulations for cobtaining Federal
apsistance in financing wineral exploration umder which the new Office
of Minerals Explorationm will operate.

If you vigh that your partly-processed DMFA application be
considered under the CME regulations, please complete and return four
of the copies of the atlached application, MMF For— AC.

Your attention is called cspecially to the certification
vhich when cigned declares that you would nct crdinarily undertaks
the proposed exrlorastion under cwrrent conditions and circuwstances
at your sole exrmenae, n2nd to Trew 1(a) -~ and 1lc) if apx’ieab'le -
which rolates to 4n? or*-n‘c*r\n used to deterwine rour financial elisi-
bility under the new explcration program. Tnfor-ation that is in-
cluded in your DV:A application need not be repeated in the OME
aprlication, tmb you can add vewr infor+ation 1f You so desire. Please
supply thie office vith a copy of the leese on the area to the north-
sazt of the Syread Fazle shaft, and a rap cf the property showing
boundary lines. He are retrping one copy of the Coment to Lien,
de.tad !‘cbruary 11, 1958, signed by Mr. CGrahar Prench.

Also enclosed are six cories of the Licn amd Suhordinetion
Asreements, MME Form 52, referred to in Ttem 2(c) of the application,
for each trect. Narly submnittal of five completed copies for each
tract 11ill save tire in case you apply for exploration assistance
under the OME program and & contract is granted.

Please supply evidence that a pegﬂétite exists in the area
northeast of the Cpread Eagle shaft. If you do not wish to participate
in the OME program, we shall appreciate being so informed.

Sincerely yours,
Frank E mhnson‘z )
' Copy to: Dir. R. File

Aeting Director Region V
’ Mr. Kiilsgaard
Enclosures ' ' Mr. Dietrich

LGHouk:gad 1/16/59

8623






o
IMEA Fors 7
(12-56)

" Empire Mica Company, Inc.
¢/o Sem L. Phillips
Spruce Pine, Horth Carolina

Desr Mr. Pnillips,

N
OFFICIAL FILE C\.

Re: Docket No. DMEA-4920

As you have an application for exploration aid pending in our

office, perhaps you may wish to study the proposed OME regulations and

comment on them before October 17 as provided in the first paragraph of

I

the enclosed notice reprinted from the Federal Register of Sept. 17.

Some time after October 17 when the final regulations become

effective, we will send you the new application form so you may furnish

any additional information necessary to process your epplication for

aid under the new program.

- HGTXE pirector

ASDeken:gjb

Sept. 19, 1658

Copy td:\-Docket
Dir. R. File
Field Team (2)

Date | Surname é\ﬁ:
7 600
iz 100
220
8623





IMEA Form 7
(12-56)

T -
. o - . OFFICIAL FILE COPY

Date Surname Cede
N6 Wend | 600
Z//¢ Yasfoon | 130
N2 Rk | 130
600 2. 0
' _ . | v 110
JLisises |4 10
Empire Mica Company, Inc, S L 27 ,-:‘/vﬂ . 0
¢/o Mr, Sam L, Phillips S 2 £,

Spruce Pine, North Carolina -

Fer Docket No, DHEA=L920-Hiow

Empire Mica Company, Ine,
Clarissa Mine
~ Mitchell County, North Carclina

Gentlement
barly in June we  sent you the Department of the Interior

Information Service Release dated June 6th which announced that no
new Defense Minerals Exploration Administration contracts could be

executed after June 30th bscause of the ending of the present program

for exploration assistence,

We regret to inform you that your appl:.catmn, identified
above, could not be completely processed before June 30th because of
insufficient time to re-examine the property after the Spread Eagle
shaft was de-watered.

However, we will be glad to hold your application until the
Congress acts on pending legislation to continue exploration aid, If
the ald is continued, we will than ask you to state whether you wish
us to consider your &pplieation under regulatlona established for the

new program.

Smcerely yours,

 ¢.0. Mzttemwg (75”' )
Administrator

LGHouk:rsi 7/16/58

Copy to: Admr, R, File
Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
lir, Kiilsgaard, 5222 -
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Fr, Houk _

88623






UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOBFFICIAL (o2 CTPV |
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRI TlON @M E 4} ~

7@”\%’“ “Qi ‘()7 LrLEaNNG ‘@HW[‘: l b oA
May 26, 1958
Memorandum™” == : m.w,.
Tos Operating Committee, DMEA, Washington- ‘t::“JL;;;;;ak;J*;z .

From: DMEA Field Team, Region V, Knoxville

Subject: DMEA-4920, CLARISSA MINE, Mitchell County, N. C. (Mica)

Reference is made to Mr. Houk's telephone call of May 22,

We understand that the adjacent area to the northeast
of the Clarissa Mine is under-lease to Sam Phillips and assoclat@so
They are now pumping out the Spread Eagle shaft,

(ii‘heref’oz‘e,9 we suggest that action on the subgect appli- .
cation be held in abeyance until a field examination of the Spread
Eagle shaft can be made. Of course, it should be noted that pro-
cessing of the application probably camnot be completed before
June 30 under these conditioms, as it is unlikely that the
examination could be made before June 5 at the earliests

obert A. LaurenC@
Executive Officer

L G

Ve Jo LynCh
Membew, Bureau of Mines






May 22, 1958

Mr. L. G. Houk calling Mr. R. A. Iaurence in Knoxville, Tenn.

Re: Docket No. DMEA-4920-Mica
Empire Mica Company, Inc.
Clarissa Mine -

Mitchell County, North Carolina

I asked Mr. laurence who was the owner of the land
northeast of the Clarissa Mine shaft and he said he did not
know but would ask the Field Team when they come in next week.
He will advise us of the ownership,

Concerning the maps submitted with the application,
he said he did not know how the Applicant obtained the maps
but thought possibly they were from the former owner, Mrs. Ella
Clapp Thompson. When the ownership of the northeast extension
of the pegmatite is known we will resolve the question raised
by Mr. Williams's memorandum.






DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 97023

PRODUCTION EXPANSION DIVISION

PROCUREMENT APPLICATIONS

Name of Company and Address

Name of Mine and Location

Docket No. DMA - Date received by P.E.D,

Metals or Minerals involved

Length of Contract (preproduction plus production)

Amount of Metals or Minerals in tons, units or pounds

Floor price or Guaranteed price and whether or not escalated

Maximum Government Commitment

Comments on Contract:

Date sent to Legal DiVisiqn

Date of Recommendation to D.P.A. for Certification

Date Certification sent to G,S.A. by D.P.A.

Date signed into Contract by G.S.A.

Additional Remarks:

NOTE: If application is denied, or if it is recommended for change into
exploration, etc., please state under additional remarks.

¢ °

Taterior—Duplicating Section, Washington, D, C: Signed
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Memorandum !M]—Jhy_ig 21958 — L
To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: W. P. Williems, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of field examination report, DMEA 4920 (mica), Empire
Mica Company, Inc., Clarissa mine, Mitchell County, .North
Carolina.

The exemining team recaommend denial of the application on
the principal grounds that the old mine is worked out. The Clarissa
mine i3 one of the oldest mines in the Spruce Pine district. Much high
grade mica has come from the mine. ) N‘k W
wt

The examiners point out that the pegmatite that remains in
the southwest part of the property is rich/enough in good mica to
warrant further exploration. ' The applicant proposed to sink a 150-foot
shaft and drift 150 feet to explore the unfavorable area.

J. J. Page, U. S. Geological Survey, in an unpublished report,
dated August 4, 1943, makes some exploration recommendations about the
northeast part of the property. Page states, "...possibilities for future
work at the mine that eppear best are: (1) work on the thick pegmatite
reportedly left at the northeast end of the mine..."

The examiners did not comment upon exploration possibilities
along the lines of Page's recommendations. Is it possible that condi-
tions to the northeast of the old mine are promising enough to warrant
initial work consisting of bulldozer trenching, to be followed, possibly,
by a shaft if the trenching is successful?

I agree with the examining team's recommendation that the

applicant's proposal be denied.

W. P. Williams
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WASHINGTON 25,D. C.

May 16, 1958

Tos Nommetallic Minersls Division =~ =~
Defense Minerals Exploratiqp Administration

From: Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials

‘Subject: IMEA-L920 (mica)

Applicant: Eupire Mica cémpany, Inc. '
Neme and Location of Property: Clarissa Mine, Mitchell County, N. C.

Date of Field Teem Report: 5/5/58

Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 5/8/58

Field Team Recommendation: Recommend denial of application.

Cozments $

l. The Clarissa Mine 1s the second oldest mica mine in
the g;gruce Pine district, reportedly having been worked as early
as 1a69.

2. Excellent production has been obtained from this
mine. %The mine was last worked in 1952, mostly by bulldozer, and
$25,000 worth of good quality mica was reportedly recovered.

3. The report by J. J. Page (1943) states that the
southwestern part of the mine probably has no reserves, but reserves
might exist in the northeast part of the mine.

Recamnendation:

I concur with the recommendation of the field team in denial
of the application as submitted and on the evidence of the field™"
team exsmination; however, consideration might be given to another
more reasonable proposal to explore the northeest part of the mine.
Perhaps the applicant should be advised to do more work which
would allow for a more inclusive examination.

W. F. Dietrich






_— &R nn, (G o -
UNITED STATES | @Esue BLE GOPY

PARTMENT OF THE ]NTERlOg ' PrEEA

DEPA @) ‘5{ BECEREE hrnos (;? 5958
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION______ )

ROOM 13 POST OFFICE BLDG. | ORJE | B eves

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. ] 5{/‘7 ¢ o
May 5, 1958 EycaRyZ 2R IR

’ A - 1220

13121 FUC | oo

| Memorandum f@:r::JF
Froms DMEA Field Team, Region V - Knoxville, Tennessee

Subject: Field Examination Report - DMEA-4920(mica)
Empire Mica Company, Inc., Spruce Pine, N. C.
Clarissa Mine, Mitchell County, North Carolina

Enclosed are the original and two copies of the
field examination report on the Clarissa mine.

Evidence available to the Examiners indicates that the
probability of making a significant discovery of strategic mica
is not sufficiently good to warrant the expense required.
Therefore, we agree with the recommendation for denial.

Accompanying the report is a copy of thel9s3 USGS
report and map. Please note that this map and report have not
been open-filed, and therefore should not be used as a contract
map, if one should be approved.

et snn

obert A. Laurence
Executive Officer, DMEA-Region V

Reviewed b¥

DMEA OPERATING COMMITTES

5-9-5%
5og-5Y

LT Ao e
To: : Operating Committee, DMEA - Washington
1
| (aate)
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FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT, REGION V

_DMEA=1;920 (Mca) CLARISSA MINE
Mitehell County, North Carolina

Fe Go Leswre, Geologigt
U, Se Geological Survey

So A, Fietler, Mining Enginser

Us So Bureau of Mines _ Reviewed bY

DHEA OPERATING COMMETEER

(@ate), —

am—————

May 2, 1958
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FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT ‘

DMEA-L920 (Mica) CLARISSA MINE v e Y

Mitchell County, North Carolina Twéiz;vﬁu»_;.w; "éw
‘| -5/ ___%____Q-_.‘_;._E. R
[ l_:__._—_~,=’__'___.————-
Applicants: Empire Mica Company, Ince 1
c/o S. L. Phillips |
Spruce Pine, North Carolina \N
L.
SUMMARY =

The Clarissa Mine is the second oldest mica mine in the
Spruce Pine district. Although it has had a good production record
no continuous operations have been conducted since 1920. Recent
bulldozing has exposed pegmatite left in old workings at the south=-
west end of the area, but both the amount and the size of the mica
present are small, The Field Examiners agree with a previous report
by Mre Jo Jo Page of the Geological Survey that the southwest end of
the property does not warrent further exploration. We recommend that
exploration assistance be denied,

INTRODUCTION

Location

The Clarissa Mine is on the east side of Mine Hill about Q.1
mile north of Came Creek and 0.6 mile N. 60° E. of BM-2602 at Clarissa,
Mitchell County, North Carolina (Carvers Gap, North Carolina-Tennessee
quad., TVA 1:24,000), The mine is about O,1 mile north of the Cane Creek
road and is accessible at all times.
Examination

The examination of the Clarissa Mine was made on March 18, 1958,
and lasted 3 hours, Mr. Se L. Phillips accompanied the examiners,

Previous Operations

The Clérissa Mine is probably the second oldest mica mine in the
Spruce Pine districte It was first worked about 1869 and has had a long
and detailed history (Sterrett, D. B., 1923, Mica éeposits of the United
States, U. S. Geol. Survey, Bulle 74O, pp. 245-247; Page, J. Jo, 1943,

Clarissa Mine, unpublished Uo S Geol. Survey manuscript, copy attached).
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The mine has been worked to depths of 300 feet oxr more at the northeast
end in the stoped area between the Gooseneck and Spread Eagle shafis
and about 100 to 150 feet in the southwestern part. None of the under-
ground workings were accessible at the time of the examination. |

Bulldozing on both sides of Mine Hill since World War II has
removed the upper part of the workings in two cuts 20 to LO feet deep.
One cut is in the area of the Mamning Buchanan and Milton MeKinney shafts
on the southwest side of the hill: the other is between the Blaine
Buchanen, Clapp, Blum, Dave Green and ventilation shafts on the east side
(see small map). Some of this work was done by Ira, O. H., and Edgar
Buchanan in 1952 as mentioned in the application, IMrs So L. Phillips
reported that $25,000 of ruby mica was recovered during the worke The
only remaining‘sh&ft on Mine Hill is betuween the Manning Buchanan (2)
and the Blaine Buchanan (3). Edgar Buchanam reported that he sank this
shaft in 1952 to a depth of 80 fect. He did about 10 feet of dxifting
to the northeast from the bottom of the shaft. Although the shaft is mot
timbered it is still opem.

Bulldozing at the northeast end of the property has destroyed_
most of the former surface and covered some of the old shafts. Only the

Spread Eagle shaft with a small rotted headframe can be recognizeds
This shaft is full of water to the eollax,

Edgar Buchanan reports that a shaft was sunk 11L feet deep\
about 100 feet or more northeast of the Spread Eagle shaft under the .
Colonial Mica program. No pegmatite was found. |

No buildings or eguipment are on the property. Water and

three-phase electric power are readily availables





GEOLOGY

The geology of the Clarissa Mine is descfibed by Js Je Page
(1943, Clarissa Mine, unpublished U, S. Geol. Survey manuscript, copy
attached)s The recent bulldozing has exposed pegmatite left as pillars
at the southwest end of the workings near the Manning Buchanan shafte
This pegmatite ranges in thickness from L to 6 feet. It is composed
of medium to coarse-grained plagioclase, quartz, and muscovite. It is
deeply weathsred and soft. Manganese stain is common along fracturese
Muscovite is not abundant in the exposed pegmatite., It occurs in

small books, 2" x 3", and is of good quality.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND DISCUSSION

We recommsnd that exploration assistance be denieds According
to Page (1943, ps 8) pegmatite in the southwestern part of the mine is
not rich enough in mica to warrant further exploration. No evidence -
contrary to this report was seen im the bulldozed trenches. The
applicants proposed 150 £t. shaft and 150 f£t. of drift are not warranteds
Because of the excellent past production in the northeast part of the
mine, however, consideration might be given to an alternative plan,
This would consist of rehabilitating the Edgar Buchanan shaft for 80
feet, sinking an additional 70 feet, and driving 150 feet of drifte
Th@ southwest area of the minelms beén prospected to a mexdimum depth of
iOO feet in 5 or more shafts, none of which have apparently been proe-

fitable. We feel that the chances of finding significant amounts of

L\






gtrategic mica in this area ere poor end that the amount of work needed

to explore the area excessivee

Fe
Ue

Se
Ue

Ge
Se

A
Se

Lesure, Geologist
Geological Survey

Feitler, Mining Engineer
Bureau of l&nes






CONFIDE
ﬁ FOR

a\ “‘ i A L CLARISSA HIRE
N Clarissa P.0., Mitehsll County, N.C.

use OF
4.8 GVERWENT  The Clarissa mine is 2.3 miles N86%% of uakersville,

Mitehell County, NM.C. and 18 0.65 miles X629 of Clarissa
Post Office. Tho 2ine 18 lcecated on the sast side of
¥ine 9Will about 0.1 mile north of Cans Crzsk. XNear the
northeant and of the workings, a property line divides
the mine into the 3pread Eagle workings, ncrtheast of the
1line, 2nd the Clarissa workings, southwest cf the line.
Both groups of workings are commonly refsrred to as the
clarissas mine. This i3 one of the earligat and best
known of the mica mines in sestern Ferth carclira amd

was for many years the s.urce cf excellent shest mica.

In July 1943, the surfage znd a sall part of the
undergreund worki-gs weres mapped and studied, and all
avallable data on the locatlon ard extent of the
inaccessible under; round workinzs were conplled by
J.J.Page and vV,.C. *lund, Jr. of the “eolcsical survey,
Unitad States Department cf the Intericr, zag a part of
the strategic minerals investizations. Thiu work was
done in cooperation with ths 'orth Carolina Department
of Conservation and nNevelopment.

A large »a t of the underground workings werse
£1lled with wztaer at the ti-e of this iInvestizstion,
and much of the information was obtainel frux those who
had worked in the mine Jduring past cperations and from
maps and renorts rTade ween the nine was nartia’ly cper.
Maps and rezorts furnished by ¥ra, zlla .. Tho:rrson of
Bakeraville, N,7, wvere of zreat assisbtancz., Jevardl
other individunls,; particularly laiwe 2ucharan of
Clarisea F.7., 22%5rze Titman of lawk, Franl .'ortner of
3pruce Tine, and Jesge Mctimey - Joruce ine, also
alded in this work.

Ristory
The Clarissa nine was werked in prelilstoric times,
and althouzh these old vorkirgs have boon lur:ely “estroyed
or covered with ¢ p materlal, a peortion of the larze
amphitheatrsl cut, Jescribsd hy J.A.clres and r:larrod
to by sterrett 1/, ean atill he secn iz iho noritenst side

Zf'sterratt, e Do, o 1CH A30csIL3 0f the rited Jtetes,
U.3. Geol. iurvey null. 743, p.04€, 123,

of the ridge. rlarce trees weoe Loita a1 o.10 cut &wnd in

the dumpa. The soft surface -ablsrlal of t"o :goatlite

was revovad, «ril large bloev: of ler aro »uurtuel Lo -

have bheen found weotyding frov thiz hard egactite when

thess ci’ orklings wers uncoy vy,

e mine e royosued Yo hove beer Dound oy g
Ruchanay cn’ wag {irst wrkadl ahent 17960 vy cosarh
Buchavan and “exdl leabt cradu. <t angarenily wo W
pegend  Jeo oire orerad dn Lhe ovues v i orieln,
weing prcedsd 011y by tha Muxooie. «b wWas uruiiased
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& short time after it was opened by u.i3.Clapp who, with
JeG.Heap, owned ¥ nany of the larzest rics mines in
the district at tvhat tine. The rics was usogd for stove
windows, wnd oRly the largest slzes of sheet sdeca vor
&oceptable for thies use. (he Heap and Clapg Lartangranlip
ended with the death of Clapp in 1874, put internitiant
operations at the Clarissa amins were contlinuad,

The record of uvperations baiwaen 1374 and 1915 is
incompleta. Rorison, Jol, J.l.1roy, and 2.H, iburmaih
worked the mine about 1397, Gr1rfith and oY ingon (1]
operated about 1397, but previcua bo Lhis work, srrard
B. wastphalen worked tie driny vesp staft to o renurbed
depth of 475 feat. Verification of thig Tlgurs, veve ,
1s l.posmible. several othiur operabicns wore Sronably
@3rrist val ut the zine auling tals Meriod, Lut o
information conesrning than was oblained.

in the yeurs 1915-1%19, the Clarissa wOlugs wers
operated by the rountain siate sAndng Cuupasy of Pllge
delphia, .enna. Thay opened & now ~coaenelk shiaft
(located on the acconpanying surface nap) whiich ancountered
old workiirgs at a depth of 30 fget., ihe old lofts are
reported tu have ba.n wirked for “lmost 4wo vesrs by tnis
scupany, wnd considerable ulcs was obtained, The d2nth
of this sart of the aine was 2130 increased Dy T5 Teal.
During t'iis sure period, tha Soread sajle snd of the mine
was omariatad by Jesse neillnney for 4 Young, Jhavlis heon,
Doc Graen, ani sam Black. In 1920, the Clariusa was
worked by J.Z..:urleson. :

¥ran: foriner ope.ated veth the Lpread 4aGle and the
northeast end of Lhe Clarissa in the poeriod Cotob.r 1940
Septauder 1541. 03t of Lhig WOrk wus Jdoms 1o the woltom
of the wine wilch wus deepened by about 45 fest,

In Noveuler 1942, ths s1laey corporatlon of Jurnsville,
N.C., under the direcilon of Iugene Blum, vesan operations.
Cne shaft, the clalne, was desiened go asg to sxtend into
the old workings betwasn tha Uooseneek md the jittle
“nZine shaft. Anotier 2haft, L. Lanning Lashanan, wag
cleaned cut und daoponad. he i lue 80200 was gunic 25 foct
west of the Dave Jre:n shaft wnich also wua clesaned out.
kone of these cperatiocng wag aucceaslul, and work wag
stopped liate in July 1943,

The land and minecal rights to the “larisss ~crtion |
of tho mins are ewned by .rs. «lls o, Thowpson of J
3akersttlle, TeCe, daughter of SeleClapp. - Lund and nineral
at the ipread zagle ars ewned by the aAsheville iica sompany. |
The vroperty line has been in sispute’ for aany years, apd i
use of all but the ugper cortion of the spregd rasle - |
shaft by the aAsheviile pice Lompany has been enjolinsd by
court actien, S o o

S R U SRR
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Workings

The workings at ths Clarissa mine extend for 500 feet
in a 357°¢ direetion from the bottom of =z suzall cove &t
the northeast end. 3=izht shafts wers définitely located,
and six others are approximately located. (mly six of
theao were open for any distanece, and of this number, five
were partially filled with water onnAugust 1, 1943. 04
reports indicates the presence of se?dral other shafts
which aould nod be 44finitely located. For sxampls, ad
least four shafts are reported to have beesn sunk between
the Goosensck and the Blalne shafts but ars not indicated
on the nap.

The approximats oxtont of the undergrouni workings
are shown on the accompanying longitudinal section. A%
the northeast end of the mine, all the pegmatite apparently
has bean reuoved beiweon the Joossneck and 3pread Tagle
ghafts, & distance of about 250 fest. The maxinum depth
of this stope apparently is slizhtly more than 300 feet.
A much saaller stope was ontered by the 3lum and Dave
@reen sliafta. Littls, if any, work was dnno betwsen
this sxall stope and the Gooseneck, and this unmined
portion is known as the Joosaneck Bluff, Possibility of
old work in the Goosonack Bluff 13 perhaps indicated
the fact that the workings under ths Dave ircen shaft £11l
with water from the northeast whenever the wuter level in
that portion of the mine rises above 263C faet.

A deseription of the shafts located and mumbered on
the surface map and lonsitudinal section is siven below,
Koot of these are vertical for as much as 80 feet near
the surface but thsen are inclined steeply southeast,
following the dip of the mzmatite. These shafts enter
old works which are filled with lofts on which waste has
been piled and now are under wateor,

1. Zilton MeKinney.~ 3outhwest end of the workings.
Location approximate and depth unknown. A tunnel with
& aininum langth of 125 feet 18 reported to extend fram
the wast side of the ridge tc a point aprroxinately under
this shaft. The trand of thia tumnol is abcut 3 Do

2. ¥anning Buchanan.- 45 feet WITOT of approximate
log.tion of (1) 100 feot dsep. In part old work but was
cleaned out by Blaine Buchanan and despened by the Zllasy
copporation in 1942-43. 50 feet from the surfage, a Arift
®ag8 run ncrtheastward along the pegmatite for a listance
of 3B foat.

3. Blaine Suchanan;~ On crest of ridge 55 feet NATOE
of (2). Cpened by Blaine Buchananm about 1915 and worked
by the Mountain State Mining Ccmpamy %0 an unknown de
This eompany &lso aontinued the cld 1l0-foot eross-e :
tunnel, which enters from the southeast, into the workings
from the shafs.
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4. Clapp.~ One of the earliest Heap and Clapp works.
Iooation ( groximate and depth unknown. Probably 42 feet
of .

5. Blum.~ Cpaned in 1543. Depth of 30 faet wherw
old workings wers encountsred. Iuring this werk, timbers
were rezoved which are reported to have besen cribbing in
& shaft sunk by Milton amd 3teven buechanan; thi. shaft
Was deoeper than the lum. Used as a manway {orwrk under
Dave Jreen shaft. Located about 25 feet dus east of (4).

6. Dave adresn.- lecpened in 194ﬁ end 18 now 107 fest
deop. Usad as holst shart and 1a 25 feot H80°Z of (5).

Te Ventilation.- rrobably 25 faeet 338°5 of the Dave
Green. Aboul 55 feet deep and used for ventilation eof
the Dave Graen workings with which it is conneotad.

8. doosengek.- 82 fest N37°: of (7). Croned in 1915
by the Nountain State Mining Company and was 30 fest dsep.
Approxizately in the same location as an sarlisr Jcosensek
shaft. At 80 feet, 0ld lofts were enccuntered. puring
operationsa of the kountain >tate kining wowmpany, this was
used a8 a menway, and muok and mica were holsted in the
Lilttle Zngi~e shaft.

9. Blaine.~- Begun dy Blaine Ruchenan and completed
by the Cllacy Corporation. *t ia reported to be 30 fest
to the old lofts and was contimied 25 feet into then.

In the most rooong work, this was used as a puup shaft.
It 13 78 feat NS57°F of (8).

10. Little ngine.- Last used by the lountain 3tate
¥ining Corpany and probably is at least 250 faat doep.
located 30 feet N655£ of the 3lains shaft.

11. Big Engins.- Also known as the “larissa ani Iri
Deep. lLocated 40 feet N65°E of 110). Bernard 3. “estphalen,
in & report to ¥rs. :1la C. Thompson in 1910, reported the
depth of the Briny Deep as 475 feet. Ine prosent work
in the bottom of the wpre.d uLagle shaft are only 313 feet
deep according to a survey wade at the end of “ortner (N
work in 1341, and thess woriings are reportel locally to
be the deepest in the mine. The depth reported by Westphalen
cannot be verified, however. This is the northeast shaft
on the vlarissa prooerty,’ ,

12, “anway.- Joins the main ~pread Bagle shaft at a
depth of 40 fest. It i3 23 feet 46% of (11).

13. 3pread zagle.- 313 fget deap acgording to a
made at the mine 1n October 1941 by R’.D.driifey.
reported to be the doepest work at the mine. Located 15
foet ROTOL of the mammy (12). A aeross-section through
this shaft is shown in the accompanying $llustrations.
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14, rump.- 24 fe:t ¥63%: op (13)e 214 : 2p shaft
reported to be about 290 fest deep and is conunected with
the SpreadeRagle shart,

Two other shafts have been cvened near the mins but
not on the maln vegmatite. One of these (15), located
210 faet NTG°Z of the Spread Zaple suaft, was about 30
foet doap. inis appears to be cn a pamlilel nregmatite,

A small amcunt of wics was obtained but was or poor
qQudlity. This work was done about 12 years ago. 4n ola
shaft (16) 1s reported to have besn opened by ianning
Buchianan in the road to the mine, about 12 faet northwest
of the branch. - luis was about 20 feat deop,and
¢onsideradle small mic. wag obtained.

Country Roek

The country rook at the Clerissa mine ig hcrnblende
8neiss interbedded with mice gneiss and schist vhich
composed the wall rock of the pezmatite. Cuterops are
not abundant in the immediate vielnlty of the aine, but
the cross-cut tunnel near the 8outhwest and cf the vorkings
indicates thst the country rock 1s mica gnedss and
#chist for at least 50 feat scutheast of the pegmatite,
Near the portal of this tunnel, the rock apparently was
hornblende gneiss bofors weathaering caused iis altjferation
%o a soft, clayey, micaceous gnelss which is reddish-brown
in eolor. rhis wsathered rock grades almoat lmperceptibly
into mic.: cuneiss which, although it also is deepl
weathered, still retains the charactoristicas of tga gneisns,
A 8z3ll tunnel northwest of the Slaine (9 shaft indicates

2resence of miga gu:.lss ang sbhist Ccr at least 285
feet northwest of the pegmatite.

For a distance of 2 or 3 feot on either side of the
peguagite, ths rocks ars liaprognated with pesnatitic
material, a-.d zica books are com.only found antiraly
enclosed in the wall. “hoge YEREL books are often euhedral.,
3overal Yloecks of pegratite and wall roe™ ¢t the dunmp
indicated the replicoesant of tha will roclks by pegratite.
In saxe ingtances, a.all flgkes of bilotite in re3zatitie
mai:rial were oric-ted parallel to the fuliation devaloped
by sl ilar flakes in tha wall roek. 3r311 inclusions of
mica gnaisgs were vartlally replaced by the surrounds
pegratite. +he rocks in this zcone on either 8lde of the
pegmatite are very rich 1n coarse miga fla:as, both
muscovite and blotite, in addition to the euedrsl books
mentioned <bove, and small Pink zarnets are common,

Medium~ to coarss-zraingd Buscovite-bictite gneiss
bounds this zone o; paawatzlsed wall rock, »1all, euhedrsd
Pink garmets as much sg 0.1 inech in diaseter ares abundant,

in length vore observed. “ulphides, probably largely
Pyrrhotite, are minor conagituents of the hornblende gneisa.





TN = o

o
«
>
§z
; &
-
v Ouem
3 b
=
o
(&

FOR USE OF

Us & QOVERNMENT

, The strlke of mica gnelss and schist near the mine

ig N55-TO"Z hut averages about N8593. rormblende gweiss
in. the largs cutcrops 350 feet east of ths .oread Eazle
shaft striies about N25°E. All of the rocks dip steeply,
70-80°, southsast. lo indications of the plich of

1linear elemonts in the hornblende gnelas or of minor folds
in the mica jneiss wors obssrved.

White quartz veins, ¢ rrying traces of sulphides
More soen on the northwest side of the brauch 100 foe{

‘north of the mica house and in the eross-cut tunnel.,

{he former vein was slightly oross-gutting in relation
to the onclosifng country rock, but the oue in tho
tunnel was conformabla.

Pegmatites

With the excaption of two shallow shafte, all of the
workings are on & sinzle pegmatite which stritaes about
N55°2, parallel to the enclgsing country rock, and dips
southeast at an angle of 62@. The dip ateopens with
depth as shown on the accompanying crosec-section. Mos$ -
of the min1n§ hos been done on the northeast 500 feet
of the "voin", wut orospects continue down the southwest

' #ide of tho ridge for an equal distance. Littls nloa

has been found in these prospocts, howavser. The “vein*
is conpossd of intarconnected pegmnatite lenses whioch
range in thigkness from a few inches to more than 10
feet. Ihe average thickness 1s reported to be -4 fust
by men living near the mine, but Sterrstt 2/ reports

3] A 1!. - -
an avsrage o e is Iﬁffgr %1sure may include

ee E J
portions of the pegmatised wall rock, for conalderseble
uica was obtained from this material. About 80 feet
below the surface in the ipread E8gle mine, the pagmatite
1s rerorted to be 8-12 feet thick. 4inis 1s the "spread®
from which this gortlon of the mine took its nanme.
Couparatlvely little work was done in $he "s; resd” deecause
the mica wus not concentrated in rich "shoots", and too

auch rock had to be mined for the amount of micsa that

wag rscovared. Under present prices, this portion of

the mine would probably p:g. No information was available
%o indigate the depth to which this thésk portion of the
pegiatite continues. In the bamming Buchanan ashaft (2),
the negmatite 1s at least 5 fwat thiek, but the scutheast
wall was not exposed.

he main.pegratite was sesn in placs at only three

Plages, in ths workings entorsd by the Blum shartéh:n the /

caved opening to the Little ingine shaft, a1nd in

g::ning 2ughanan shaft. The following description of I
48 mineralagy of the psgmatite is based largely om !
informaticn obtained from dump material. The pogmatite

A :

| RS

1y_composed of plagioclase, Juarts, and muscoviied
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Plagioclage 48 often glasay, and index datomig:g_t_;gg_,
indicate that oligoclase is probbly predominant. arey-
blus quarts occurs wither with the plagicolase oy in !
thin parsllel veins which are in mica grnaiss and achigg,
Hiea "oapping" (amall books of muscovite in Quartz) is
abundant , partisularly near the pegmatite c.ntacts,
Nuswovite was very abundsnt 1n the pezuatite and alse in
the s0ne of pegratized country rook on either side.
Be3.Westphalen, in his raport io Yra. zlls Gs Thozpson,
stated that so:e of the "bulges” in the Peguabite were
80 fi1lled with larze books of wo. 1 mica that 1t wag -
difficult to darill without injuring one or more booka,
huscovite books in the Wall rock ware often peffact
81x-81ded orystals, very 1ittle peguatite Was mined in
the bottom of the Zrread sagle shaft in 1941, and moat
of the miaa racovsred cane from the wall rock. Ve
little sorap mica was obtained., 1eports indicate

three rich "columns" of mica, %nown as the Goossneeck,
Briny Deep, and °pread Zagle, were mined at the Clarissa.
The pegmatite betwean these ‘bolumns" alao carried
gonsiderable mica and was entlirely rawcved. Thoss
"golunng" apparzntly pitched steeply in a direction
845°E, almost directly down the dip of the pegratite,

Other minergls in the peguatite include garmet,
apatite, sulphides, milx Quarts, and biotite. IZubedral
pink garnets as much ag +25 inch across were 83en in
the pegmatite and are 81izhtly larger than siailar ongs
in the wall rook, irregular masses of fine=grained
garnetis were cobserved, dreen apatite crystals 0.5 1inch
in length ars also present. Jmall veinlets of sulphides,
possib pyrrhictits, are fcund in certain quarts rich
portions, and also ars found in mllky quarts veins,
Kilky quartg appears to form a ccmponent part of the
pegmatite in cedtain portions of the mine, ¥ica 1s not
&asoclated with this quartz, Books of blotite are
0¢caslonally seen in the wall rock as well as in the
rngnatite, ard one specimen shovwed intergrowths of blotite

Rusoovite, ' .

Mica

Mlca from the Clarigsa 21ne 1s reported to be anong
the finest in tho Spruce Pine dlstriot. It is a hard,
lat ruby mica, and nearly all is clear. 4 small Proportiocn,
perhaps 54, is soxewhat apscked, however. ..uch of the
mica 15 sald to have been of la?o S1ze, but the only
’scords of produstion availableld/ indieate that a very

%/ kesler, T.i. and Clason, J.C., kuscovile In the Spruse Pine
dist®iet, Nopth carolina, U,3. geol, survey, bull, 936-a,

table 1 ] ,
Targe propcr%fon o% t9a mlca 80ld In 1020 ecnsisted of the

exaller sizas of shoet. 4his mioa, however, may have been
by reworking old lofts. In 1941, the mion was |
lmummmrmmamatmmlmk,m
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‘\Il’l% these cperations, a nogligablo angunt of eorap mied
was obtained beoause of the sise and quality of the
individual blogks, :

3ales of miga in 1920.conamt¢d of T:954 pounds of

-l clear sheet mica, 117 ncunds of slalned sheot, and 4,626
< peunds of punch. The sigs ranga of clear sheet mioa, iw
— t, im givon helow, :
;‘?"' 5 12 x g gg.%
8 22 -3 N X 22.54
@ ;_1 B 5% 2 x 5.6%
g3 -3 X 2.%%¢
St 3 1x3 0.9%
= 6x8 0.1%
& .
A ‘ Puture rPossibilities

The two possibilities for future werk at the mine
\hat aprear bezt are: (1) work on the thlek pagmatite
reportedly left at the northgast ond of ths mine ahoud
80 fest below the surfaes, and (2) core=drilling along
the strike of the ,pqgmt_iic northsast of the mine.
Pwrther development southwest of the Joceeneck shaft
éoes not appear to be Justifisd =lthouszh scme mica wvould
prodably be obtained, ihe work of the 51lacy Corporation
indicated that very little poguntite and no miom wus teo
be found the workinzs under the pave srean shaft,
Adthough yeguatite was encountered in the xarmin?
Buchanan shaft (2), the mica rescvered was rot sufriciemg
%8 oontinue operstions. The pogratite southwest of this
shaly beon fairly thoroughly prospoated but with
dittle suace 1;‘; £ tn - ‘o

Reope 0 0 main workings does mot ar
be practieal. This would have to be dora rmm.f
Spread <aglo aliaft unless another ghalft ware mn to the
bottom. In thid instance, the shaft would Lave to be sunk
thareugh old tisbored workings, and the A17ricuity of than
in eonjunction with tho expansive nature of the umping
faeilitien N3@egsary to handle the wvater Aces not appeae
%0 de warraanted by information rogarding coxparatively
reoent pesb oroductiorn in thae botton of the mine,

At the present time, add:tional dovelopment work i
Planned tc work dhe thick poeZaatits reporteldly found ag
& dopth of S0 feet in the northeast and of the wine,

This 18 0aid to be 812 feut thisk, and zlthough worked
unprofitadbly in 1941, provably would pay undsr preseni
price conditions, Twe possible metnhods of doing this
Tk are suggosted: (1) by pumping cut the water in the
E:nd i%gle shaft and working froa it and (2) x:n e
ahatt worthesss of all provisus workinge. 1av

o
i






possibility would net requive as great pumning fecilities
as the former, ospoaiallg if a log wers left Letwoen the
old and nev worlzings., This new shaft zipht also logate
anofher “colunt of nisa for this ground has not bean -
prospested. Thare is, however, no gecic;is evidenge %0
sunf this. 1In addsion, all question of a property
dispute would be avoided, .

Core-darilling might prove to de a practical method
of prospecting st ti:e northeast end of the aine. . loa
at this end has been found wherever regruatite wad
engauntered. Undor such ciroumetanees, ocore~irilling
along the strile wonuld indioate the prese O 8DISRES
mzatlu or the zone of pegratized ALdL wa2d

ik wiish agacopanies it. Farallel pagaatitos might
aleo bo disccvered altho ¢h all those usen caried
1ittls nioca and wore ascospanied by little alteration
of tha wall rock. The lenticular character of the
mein pegumatite is such that sseverel drill holes atiould
he uged, for the Arill misht encounter the bharren portions
betwgon lonaes, .

aaes J. Cage
et aBst, Jevluziet
1\ A\‘ Aumm.i lo‘: 1943





Resume of telephone conversation with Mr. Robert A, Laurence
Knoxville, Tennessee, April 9, 1958
By: Lawrence G. Houk

On the Cloudland (DMEA-{922), and the Clarissa (DMEA—
4920) they were just examined last week.





IMEA Form 7
(12-56)

" Mr. Robert i. laurence . | / 68

. : ' q OFFICIAL FILE COPY
. ) o ‘ Date | Surnaome Code
| Yol | Rk | 600
'.)//’-I y 600
- 7y 130(
e 600 7 110
Pelme T rofilee o
I 220
@ﬁ;(\l 0 i

Executive Officer, DMEA
Field Team, legion V

Room 13, Post Office Bldgz.
Knoxville 2, Tennsssee

iles Docket No, DMEA-4920-Hca
Empire Mica Company, Ina,
Glarissa Mine _
Mitchell County, North Carolina

Dear Mr. Laurence:

Pleszse review the subject application and arrange for a

field examination if you deem it neceassary.

The longitudinel section provided with the application A T
shows the pegmatite has been explored by numerous shafts in the - \
immediste area of the proposed shaft. A study of the available
literature shows the shoots to be of limited horisontal extent
but persistent down dip. The shoota appear nearly vertical. v

Copies of wemorands dated January 17 snd 24, 1958, by

‘Mp, M. B, Nelson, USGS, and Mr. W. F. Dietrich, USBY, respectively,

relating to the project are enclosed. Therse is also enclosed a
copy of the application for the use of the Field Team.

Sincerely yours,
George C. Selfridge

Chairman, Operating cqmm.a@

Approved: | WCAnderson:rsi 2/21/58 -
. Copy to: Admr, R, File
' : - Opérating Committee
Frank D, Lanb () " Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Hember, Buresu of Mines Mr. Dietrich, 3061
: Mr Houk

Thor H. Kiilsgaa.rd

=)
Menmber, Geologiesl Survey ~

Enclosures 5§

8623





IMEA Form 7
(12-56)

. ‘ : by OFFICIAL FILE COPY
: Co ' ‘ Date Surname Code

600

600

Empire Mica Company, Inc, L Fiyf :
¢/o Sam L. Fhillips '
Spruce Pine, North Carolina

Re: Docket No, DMEA~4920-Mica
' Empire Mica Company, Inc.
Clarissa Mine
Mitoholl County, North Carolina

Gentlexen:

Your application for assistance in exploring the
subject property has been reviewed by the Division of Nonmetallie
Minerals of the Defenss Minerals Exploration Adminigtration and
has been referred to Mr. Robert A. lLaurence, Executive Officer,
DMEA Field Team, Region V, Room 13, Post Office Building,
Knoxville 2, Tennessee, for further consideration and possibly
a field examination,

The Rogional Office will contact you at an early date
if an examination 1s to be made, Any assistsnce you may give the
members of the Field Team during the examination will be appreciated.

oincerely yoursg,

A ~

h %
PN N e < ' > \\
UL € AL e e L Y )
N2 NS0 e Ui Teakel O e )
,.
M

Adnministrator.

WCAnderson:rsi 2/21/58

Copy to: Admr. R. File
Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
Mr, Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk

8623
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UNITED STATES

BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

v

Tos Nonmetellic Minerals Division

Memorandum

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Jenuary 24, 1958

Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

Froms éhief » Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials

Subject: TMEA-4920 (mica)

Applicant: Empire Mica Co., Inc. (S. L. Phillips)

Neme and ILocation of Propertzi Clarissa Mine ’ Mitchell County, K. C.

Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Mtls.

Comments ¢

i

1/17/58

l. Tis is an 0ld mine with an extensive production history

of strategic mica, dating back to about 1870.

2. Successful workings extended to & depth of 320 feet deep
to the northeast and only 100 feet to the southwest.

3. Applicant wishes assistance to explore pegmatite vein

deeper to the southwest.

k. Estimated cost of $70 & foot for shaft sinking sppears

t0 be excessive.

5. A field examiners 1nspection mey reveal that praposed

work is development and not exploration.

Recormendation:

It 1s reconmended that the field team visit this mﬁxe when
in that vicinity to ascertein if an exploration project is justified.

If s0, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan

of exploration on a unit-cost basis.

OFFICIAL FILE COPY

DMEA

T T BeiTer LLECEWES SR 24,1958

!@&TL l bt unh@ | cobe™

W. F. Dietrich

R0
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%) DMEA s }
N SYECEVED JAN 20 1958 JUNITED STATES

‘ FMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Y GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

> o ' _] &—o WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
Y ¥ 1600 Jenuary 17, 1958

{I ' -Jj Re: DMEA 4920

zj j ! ~ Sam L. and John Phillips

'D x S - Clarissa Mine

RS, S Mitchell County, North Carolina
; JM SR S _4 $17,050 00 - Mica

., T » o !

bgomad N W -

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of application

The applicants solicit assistance in exploring reportedly
unexploited parts of & pegmatite by shaft and drifts. The old
workings are said to have produced considerable prime mica between
1870 and 1952.

One shaft in the 0ld mine is as much as 320 feet deep
which would asppear to reach a horizon considerably below the depth
to be explored by the proposed 150-foot shaft. Otherwise the Project
seems to have merit, if the hearsay ev:.dence can be relied upon.

I understand Doug Sterrett is living in Statesville, N.C.
His present day opinion could be of value. _

Referral of the appllcé.t:l.on to the Field Teem is recommended.

N. E. Nelson -

; @Fﬁﬂf@;ﬂﬁf ; ’ " INREPLY REFER TO:
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION -
' WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Jaruary 17, 1958

'Empire Mica Company, Inc.

¢/o Sam L. Phillips

‘Spruce Pine, North Carolina

(Gentlemens | Subject: DMEA-4920

Your application for exploration as‘sisvtance, dated
January 15, 1953 submittgg to our office at Washington, D. C.
has been assigned Docket Number DMEA<4920 and referred to the
Nonmaf.auic Minerals Diviéion ' in the Washington office. v'
Kindly ‘identify all future correspondence .relatd.ng to your

' application by this Docket Number.

Sincerely yours,

Allen S, Dakan, Director
Operations Control and
Statistics Division

Copy to:

Region V
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