Multiple files are bound together in this PDF Package.

Adobe recommends using Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat version 8 or later to work with
documents contained within a PDF Package. By updating to the latest version, you'll enjoy
the following benefits:

- Efficient, integrated PDF viewing
- Easy printing

« Quick searches

Don’t have the latest version of Adobe Reader?

Click here to download the latest version of Adobe Reader

If you already have Adobe Reader 8,
click a file in this PDF Package to view it.



http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html


DMEA Form 1

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
Control Slip

CONTROLLED DOCUMENT

DMEA Docket No. lhzh'

......

Action on this document is recorded and
controlled in the Docket, Mails and Files
Branch. Any movement of this document be-
tween divisions or offices in DMEA or move-
ment outside DMEA must be recorded in the
Docket, Mails and Files Branch, and there-
fore, the document must be routed through
that Branch.

- Copies sent to:

USGS, BM, REG. V

Routing Slip

To: 600 DPate _ 9/2L/56

To: Y Hotoblociva’ vave G-yf-rl

To: %//@44«/ pate /9 -5 -5¢

To: j@w pate /4-F-$E
ro: Y- 7 pate (0 —& -9

To: ﬁ:)u/@aod pate //= R0-St

To: é‘ ) pate -2/ -S%
To: bate /- 21- SB
ro: W VI‘?"" pate _ (| =23 5¢
To: Date

To: ___ Date

To: Date

To: - . Date

To: Date

To: Date

DO NOT DETACH

CONTROLLED DOCUMENT

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C, M1428





"' S Docket, Copy
4 S Surname:’
WITED STATES R

DEPARTMENT OF -THE lNTERIOR
i DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
‘ ) WASHlNGTON 25,D.C. 400

.Nov 23 1955-_ .

The Big Mine Mising Compamy
C/G Mr. Lewie Aldridge . =
Sprusce Pine, North Carolima

- _Re: Docket No. DMEA~4474-Mica
o The Big Mine Minimg Compeny -
 Lewie Aldridge, Frank Fhillips, .

. amd Waites Avery

o - The Big Mine SRR

i - Avery Comntby, lerth %ra}.im
Gentlemen: |

Iom- applieatian for aid for an exploration projeet aﬂ

otker reperts available to us in Washington rela:ting to the
subject preperty have been reviwed. .

Projects approved by the Defense Migerals .prlomtion
Administration mmst, in its judgwent, show definite promise of - .
yielding materials of acceptable grade in gquantities that will
sigaificantly improve ‘!'.!w nineral supply pasiﬁion for the Hatiomal
Bofonse rrogram. o ‘ , v

Careful mmy or all our informtion indieates to us
that the probability of disclosimg significant reserves of miea = .
is not sufficiently promising to justify Govermment participation.
We regret to advise you, under these circumstamces, that yowr
applieation for explorn"‘ian mistnnco is denied. .

: ¥We wish to thank you for your :{nmat in the Defense .
' ﬁurm ?rogru and fcr bringing ymzr property to our at‘kontion. ,

S;mnly ymmu, .

Q}“ad ‘?‘W §

kdliniatmter f‘ £ 1{ )
JHOpklns :gad 11/9/ 56 ' _
Copy to: Admr. R. File
. Docket = B
. Operating Coxmnittee L
- Field Team, Region V.
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 52224
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
 Mr. Houlc : .






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 600

November 9, 1956
Memorandum

To: Administrator
From: L. G. Houk, Chief, Nommetallic Minerals Division ﬁk
Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and summary report.
By: James Hopkins -
1. Docket No. DMEA-4474-Mica
Property: Big Mine, Avery County, North Carolina
Application: Dated September 20, 1956

Work proposed:
Construct Toolhouse, Powder

and Cap Magazines : $115.00
Sink 100 feet of shaft @
$50.00 5,000.00
Drive 150 feet of drifts @
$45.00 é,750.00
$11, 865,00

Contract: None. Application denied.
2. Comments:

The Field Team found that this property had previously
been explored under the name of the Powder Mill Mine (Docket
No. DMEA-1900X), Contract No. Idm-E176, and with the present
applicant, Mr. Lewie Aldridge.

In a final report dated September 19, 1952, examiners
K. H. Teague, Geologist, USGS, and A. L. Peyton, Mining
Engineer, USBM, concluded that the deposit was sufficiently
explored and that an economic deposit of strategic muscovite
did not exist at the site. ‘

In addition to facts mentioned in the previous project
report, it was noted that the pegmatite was notably quartz-
deficient and contains entirely too much biotite to be
desirable in a sheet muscovite deposit. The mica seen in the
recent examination is of rather poor overall quality, being
badly stained, bent, cracked and commonly intergrown with
biotite.





- 3
e

Under Contract Idm-E176, the following work was performed:

Surface excavation $800.00
40 feet of shaft 2,202.42
$3,002.42

The Field Team recommends denial of the application.

The Nonmetallic Minerals Division concurs in the denial.

The Commodity Divisions of the Geological Survey and
the Bureau of Mines also concur in the denial.

(::gaﬁes Hopkins
Nonmetallic Minerals Division
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. MF-203 . _ L For rnment's_Use_Only- h‘
Revised March 24, 1955 ' o i EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT
Operator

Docket No. DMEA-
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

CONSENT TO LIEN

REEENV)ED
To the United States of America:
. . SEP 241956
Referring to ‘that certain land in the County of Avery , State of

North Carolina , described AEXTCETOREILR :
In Lease (copy Attached) registerdd in®th office of Register of Deeds

of Avery cOunty N. C. in Book 52 on page 542 on the 19th. day of

v
! A

September, 1956.

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, herbinafﬁer calle& the "contract,”
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in cpnsideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby-——

1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, &s may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or.claim of the undersigned;

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than

’

None

3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to.give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any
of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and '

1/ Either (a)linsert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated ,
and recorded in. book page . . official records of said county." If (b) is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed: W1th If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Mining or production from the land is not requlred, and in the absence of productlon there is no
obligation to repay the Government. -

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.






|
\
4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof,
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.’ o ‘
. . . ?i.‘} v«x—w;t
5. Added provision: _

None

s |
Dated this: . 19

. . . _ o
, 195_6 -

[Seall

[sea1] . i
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MF-203 ' . ‘ __For roment's_Use_Only
Revised March 24, 1955 ' EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT
G . Operator
‘ Docket No. DMEA-
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

CONSENT TO LIEN RECETVED
To the United States of America: oL : - SEP 24 ‘956
Referrlng to “that ‘certaim land ‘in . the COunty of Avery , State of

which'is the subjecttof a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract,"

. .With the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the

contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to enter into it the undersigned hereby-—‘

":Ilt Undertakes and agrees that property 1n which the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the ‘contract may be dlsmantled severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;

‘2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production .of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents'and-undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned'"
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/

-3, Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim 'in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to ‘any subsequentltransferee; mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any
of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and

1l/ Either (a)'insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"

and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated )
and recorded in book _ page official records of said county " If_(b) is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dlspensed w1th If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in -the space.

2/ Mining or production from the land is not requlred and in the absence of production there'is no
obligation to repay the Government. r o

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blenk.






. 4.. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notlce thereof

and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

‘5. Added provisipn.

Dated -th'is_ &Sﬁ ~day of

/zééww )/ //Lﬁ% [seai]

2/ [Seal]

V4

corpordtidn’ name

//Z: ﬁse;;rzéidgé 5e):20/)72? Zsz(z?gf fzt /(1?8/065( iagi reei man{ was du% ? ﬂin
of 2 jj /;/P//%W#!/WWM/#ﬂ»’s’é e MfW/M/V%/M%WM/MJM{/u{e//clv{qéla/ué

Wﬁ 7 . (smap)

. Interior—Duplicating Seotion, Washington, . o .

,[sea1]

{{7!/}?/’(27'?'/’?7#%———

87113
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MF-203 : . ‘ 4 For’ernment's Use_Only

Revised March 24,T1955’ S EXPLORAT PROJECT CONTRACT

‘ o ' o . Operator ‘

o . - Docket No. DMEA-__

.0 . Contract No. Idm-E
o Contract Date

PR
N ot

. CONSENT TO LIEN- . .+ .
.o b L L e B ‘:t'."i. “-l-:- e : : : ' " l" gﬂD . o
* To the United S,,tates ,of:A‘merica:x PR N L e Sfp D) 4 1956 :

' Avery o .
e Referring toathat certain land in the County of . : , Statevof

-_ _,North Garolina

«described agpleidiemet ) c
in iaeaee ‘Keepy attnehed) xteggaete d in th et‘ftee of Reg&aeev ef Deeda
| of ﬁveny neuntr 53. _ﬁ. in Eeek '52 on page 5& on tho a.een. éay oi' -
\,Ygsptembew, }'9%' o B

T ) . I N »‘

+ N . ) ". Y
s which is the subJect of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract “,T' ‘
with the United States of America hereinafter called the‘"Government " in consideration of the °

‘ contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to ‘enter into it, the undersigned hereby——’

Ty N o
) Kl

“li' Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an 1nterest.
or equity under the, contract may be dismantled, severed from the land and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the: oontract\ and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior’ to .any adverse right or claim of the undersigned : E ?? R»

. g-* S : N o . )

2.. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned’'s. right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production' as may be provided :or by the contract;2/ and
represents ‘and undertakes that there are no claims; liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior ‘to- that hereby granted to the Government other than

the following:3/-

 None

et -

"3. - Undertakes and agrees ‘néither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give-advance notice of the Government's rights
-under this Consent to 'Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any
of the underSigned s right title, or interest in the land and ’

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows“
and insert. "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated : .
and recorded in book page official records of said county." If (b) is
used, the‘book and page of recordation cannot he dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. s ' .

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required and 'in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government. : . T ,u' D ‘

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank S

'

SN,





*

4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. '

Ehogs

5. Added p_roﬂsion: o
i
|
|

;{/ﬁ YTy

F e U E’!

IIVITYIITYIYY LY

LORE A2 d A ) S hd P «?ﬁé’é‘jﬁfﬁx@&@ﬁéé’fg&w@

(Secretary, etc. ) of the corporation named herein; that
{# f
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, ”f fr» t r!L ‘/ Ef
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pow
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Interior—Duplicating Section, Waehington‘c. : . . T 87113
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ernment's Use_Only
PROJECT CONTRACT

MF-203 g .

Revised March 24, 1955 . : - ~ EXPLORATI
‘ Operator
#Docket No. DMEA—
. Contract No. Idm-E__
i ' .Contract Date

CONSENT ‘TO -LIEN - . REBD

To the United States of America: - o SE‘p o 4 1958
Referring to that .certain Iland .in. the County of P ,i%@ﬁ%ﬁ?A: : :‘ , State of

\ AN \‘

5 % @ﬁﬁ}z&m - , described asm or

nn tanse {oopy &n&a&e&} m@gz&a’ﬁ%ﬂ m nf@‘aee of &ag%etee of ﬁmda_--

“-ﬂ;fﬁ? i%o i ﬁfl t@neit l»q‘

- e W on tio 1Gth. doy of
nﬁseee bor, 195 .

Y

U

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract "
with the United States of America,. hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the

contract and as an inducement to the chernment to enter into it, the undersigned hereby—-

1) Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Governﬁent may acquire an interest
or equity under ‘the contract nay be dismantled severed from the land, and removed, &s may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's “interest and: equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersignqd

e 4
B CM¢ N
N - :

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and

interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the

Government of ‘a percentage royalty on production as may be provided ror by the contract;2/ and
represents ‘and undertakes. that there are no. claims, liens, or encumbrantes upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than

the following:3/ -

E&ﬁ'“

" 3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict

with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice 'of the Governient's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee ‘of any
of the undersigned's right title, or interest in the land and

1/ Either (a) insert ‘the legal description of the land or (b) strike out the words "as follows"

and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated : i -
and recorded in book _~_ page _ . official records of said county." If (b} is

used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with.: If:the space provided is insuf-=
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. .

2/ Mining or production”from the land is not required and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government.

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.





/

4.: Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract w:Lthout notice thereof
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

B
5. Added provision: ' : @!16
Dated this 39 day of ‘ Copts ., 105_6
%)ZA///,,/ s /‘ // [sea1]

o mmmﬁmmzzzz it
voffih/ 17/

Intorior—Duplllcatin.g Seotion, Washington.‘. R . _ . ’ 87113 s
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MF—-203 C . ‘ : For ernment's Use Only.
Revised March 24, 1955 ' EXPLORAT PROJECT CONTRACT
Operator_-
-+ Docket No. DMEA-
» Contract No. Idm-E;
" ‘Contract Date

CONSENT ‘70 LIEN' ~ -~ “ ™ ° RE"‘ )

To the United States of America: _ | SED 2 4 958

Referring to that certain land in the. County of /“gw“@¥§? : : , State of

wm!&m ' described asm&;w&ujg B S o
- pn Doons %m*e;:? e**tmeeﬁ} ae’%seaw i ‘@ﬁ e@iee &2 mﬁnee af Hena

8 Beery Couty De Ge ﬁ«a Daok 9B oo phge i%iev lne ia b $5the day o,
. N B "\

“which 1s the subJect of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract i
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the"
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into'it, the undersigned hereby——

~fi.' Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an’ interest

or equity under the contract may be dismantled severed from the land and removed as may be pro-
vided in the contract and the Government s interest and- equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned .

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and

interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the

" Government of a, percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and

represents ‘and undertakes: that there are no claims," liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's

right, title, or interest in’ the land prior to that hereby granted to the chernment other than ‘

the following:3/

3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit .any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any_subsequentjtranSferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, 6r lessee of any
of the undersigned’s right, title, or interest in the land; and

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description cf the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follcws"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated : » )
and' recorded in book _ . page - official records of said county." If (b) is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed w1th , If.the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. o ‘

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government. ‘ :

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave 1ines.b1ank.

. i .






4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof,

and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall’ extend and applv thereto.

Hane flons
5. Added provision: _
A
. Dated this _ 3@9 day of ~_ Septs , 1056

[sea1]

[Seal]
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., MF-203 ' . , ' - F‘Qr,ernment's Use_Only
{ Revised March 24, 1955 ' - 7 ! _ EXPLORATI® PROJECT CONTRACT

. : lOperator

. . Docket No. DMEA-
o Contract No. Idm-E
Y Contract Date__.

: : ' CONSENT TO LIEN - "' . & Cﬁﬁﬂ Eng
e tnsted States of husrion: - SEP
To the United States of America: » 24&@56

_, State of

Referring: to . thatpmentainpland‘in the County of

o
;,,t,,éts %@;}w EEEneaG) m@g M‘“\\ m

R eals

’

.............

which is the sub;ect of a proposed exploration project contract hereinarter called the "contract "

.with the: United States ‘of - .Amerioca, hereinafter called the - "Government;" in consideration of the
\contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--‘ '

.«-v|‘\ \\\\\ \\-»|‘\»‘~-v:vr‘-v‘<\x-v\n,'\\-‘\‘l.|~

) 1o Undertakes and agrees that property in which" the Government may acquire an 1nterest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled severed from the land, and. removed as may be pro-
vided in the contract;. and the Government'e interest and’ equity in such’ property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned

’,
N 2

2, Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents ‘and undertaRGSzthat there are no claims) “liens, or encumbrandes upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than

the following:3/

N St ‘ N s
? T dragnna shy - © e . -l * . KB e e Sy
(o Y T S N . a N e

3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgageen encumbrancer, or lessee of any
of the under31gned s right title, or interest in the land and '

1/ Either (a) insert the legal descriptionjof the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document]ydated ,
and recorded in book, ~___-page ' official records of said county." "If (b) is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with,. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. o

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government. :

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.

g





. 4. Consents to all amendments and:assignments .of the.contract without notice thereof,
- and agrees tha.t this Consent to Lien:shall extend and apply thereto.

v N
5. Added provision: . .. : “one Hene
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UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES
'WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ’Hf

Hemorandumb///

Tos Nommetalliec Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Explora.tion Administration

From: W. F. Dietrich, Chief ) Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer
Materiels .

Subjects lMEA—M’(h (mica)

Applicant: ILewis Aldridge, Frank Phillips and Waites Avery

Name and Iocé.tion' of Propert';:r_: . Big Mine, Avery County, N. C.

Dete of Field Team Report: 10/30/56

Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 11/6/56

Field Team Recammendation: Recommend denisl of application.

Cmnmeni:'s :

1. ‘This prospect was previously explored under the name
of Powdermill Mine and examined under IMEA application 1900X.

2. Field examiners repor'b on DMEA 1900X concluded that
_econemic deposit of strategic mica did not exist. ‘
3. Present examination substantiates results of previous
examination. ‘

Recommendation:

I concur with the field examiners recommendation for
d.enialo :

We F. Dietrich





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

ROONASHINGIPIASI Gk 8LDG. hﬁ
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN.

MemorandumLﬁ
To: - Operating Committee, DMEA - Washington
From:3 Field Examiners, DMEA = Region V - Knoxville, Tenn.

Subject: Big Mine, Avery County, N. C. (mica) DMEA-447L
Applicants: Lewie Aldridge, Frank Phillips and
Waites Avery.

-The subject application was examined October 17, 1956
in the company of Messrs. Frank Phillips and Waites Avery. .
After returning to the office it was found that the property
had previously been explored under the name of the Powdermill
Mine (DMEA-19OOX) and with the. present applicant, Mr. Lewie
Aldrldge.

In a final report dated.9/19/52” examiners Teague and
Peyton concluded that the deposit was sufificiently explored and
that an economic deposit of strategic muscovite did not exist
at the site. This was the conclusion reached by the present
examiners after inspecting the site. The applicants wished to
" explore a narrow block of ground immediately west of DMEA-1900.
Pit number 2 and immediately east of reportedly deep and ex-
ten51ve old stopes along strike to the west (seeattached map)

In addition to facts mentioned in the previous project
report, it was noted that the pegmatite was notably quartz-deficient
and contains entirely too much biotite to be desirable in a
sheet muscovite deposit. The mica seen is of rather poor over-
all quality, being badly stained, bent, cracked, and commonly
intergwown with biotite.

On the basis of the present examination substantiating
in full the results of exploration under DMEA-1900X, it is
recommended that the application be denied.

S. C. Bergman, Geologist
Geological Survey

Revigry, ed
by
DEEA op ERAEING C’GWMTTE.J:;






. . IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

" DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY \
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. #

" November 6, 1956

Re: DMEA LhTh =
Lewis Aldridge, et’z
Big Mine X
Avery Co., N. C.
$11,865.00 - Mica

Memorandum
To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Ex¥loration Administration

From: N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Team Report.

The applicants requested assistance in doing further work
on a pegmatite on which much work has been done and some production
obtained. Work was done on the pegmatite in 1951-52 by Aldridge
with DMEA assistance (DMEA 1900X). At that time the mine was
known as the Powdermill Mine. The applicants forgot to mention
the fact that at least one of them had been interested in the
previous work on the property, the results of which were
unfavorable. ‘

The proposed work would explore the pegmatite just west
of the other work. The examiners conclude the pegmatite has been
‘well tested, further work is not warranted and recommend denial
of the application.

I concur with the recommendation.

N. E. Ne1§on





d UNITED STATES DOCKET copy
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOR 5 Surname

, DEFENSE MlNERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION . X
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 600

' ‘3.0'?7 _8?955

‘ 'mmmmnmm
. efo Mr. leule Aldridge '
Spruce Pise, Norta Garoliss

- Res Doecket No. DMEA-4{{74{-mica
S The Big Mine Mining Company -
levie Aldridze, rrm mxnpc,
- . and Valtes Mvery
- The Big Mine
Avery cmty ﬁarthcarolm

Gentlomen: o

e Your applimtion far aﬁmhm in upbring the subject

~'Wyhammwwmmumaaaiﬁm@r v
the Defsnse Mimerals Bxploration Mministration and hes been referred
46 Mr. Robert A. lauremcs, Executive Off{ecer, DMEA Field Tesm, Region
¥, Reom 13, Post Office Building, Kmoxville, 2, Teunssses, fer furm
,msidoutioﬁ and ponibly ] rum nnhatm.

The Bogiml O:ﬂ'im 8111 wﬂut you at aa urly date it
© an examinatien iz to be made. Any sssistance you may give the
S mbors o!‘ m Field ?ea durinz m nsmiultion will be tppmeiaud

Sinmrcly yours,
C 0 Mittendor! -

. Lof /
E Mnixtmt@r @

IGHouks:ms 10/5/56

Copy to: Docket L
- Operating Committee
* Field Team, Region V.
‘Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 '
Admr R. File
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B UNlTED STATES R t:bOCKET" —
g DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR © Surname: -
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION S
' WASHINGTON 25.D.C.. gog Y
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M Ir umoms

S " Pleais review the w.bjwt nppneati«a md mam tur &
tiold sxamingtion 1f you deem it W .

IO Qopinctman&aums.ymmzsmmomz.mﬁ,
Yy Mr, H.'E. Belson, USGS, amd Mr, W. I, mm-m, 333!, respectively,
‘,‘,nhtiaatothemjmwm‘.lmd B
LT stm.l\ywm, |
George C. Selfridg'e

" 0. M. Blshop [‘: i[ . r ARV O ’
m:.m, Oymtia‘ Mth% B

. . LGHouk'ms 10/5/56
'lhor B Kiilsgaard . é“ G opy to- ‘Pocket SN
Wul m _) Operating Comm:.ttee "[
; : . Mp, Kiilsgaard, 5222
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UNITED STATES RECETyED

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 0
BUREAU OF MINES - CT =2 1g55
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

October 1, 1956

i<

Memorandum

To: Nonmetallic Minerals Division ' ﬂj\
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration |

From: W. F. Dietrich, Chief
Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials

Subject: IMEA-UhTh Gmica)
Applicant: F. Phillips, L. Aldridge, & W. Ayery

Neme and Iocation of ProPerty: The Big Mine, _» N.C.

Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 9/2k/56
Comments ¢ | . _

1. Applicant states there has been limited production from
this property but there is no_information available in this office on
this property.

2. This deposit appears to have possibilities for the
development of strategic mica.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the field team visit this mine when’
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified.
If so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan

of exploration on a unit-cost basis.

'W. F. Dietrich

Attachment





. . IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

September 25, 1956

14

Re: DMEA AL7) i
Lewis Aldridge, et al.
Big Mine,

Mitchell Co., N, C,
$1.1,865.00 ‘- Mica

Memorandum"~
To: L. G, Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: N. E. Nelson, U, S’ . Geological Survey
Subject: Review of application

| The applicants, a partnership, request assistance in
exploring a pegmatite on the outcrop of which bulldozing has
recently been done and $132.0Q worth of mica recovered., Previous
work consists of a shaft and bulldozing, :

No data are given concerning the pegmatite. The pro-

posed work consists of a 100-foot shaft and 150 feet of driftinge.
Some work may be warranted, ‘

Referral of the application to the Field Team is
recommended, : . : o

N. E, Nelson

.





UNITED STATES
. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration -
Washington 25, D, C, '

September 2&, 1956

lir, Lewie Aldridge Subject: DMEAqhh7h

Spruce Pine, Re: Exploration Assistance
North Carolina The Big Hine

Dear lr, Aldricige '

Your application for exploration assistance, dated
September 20, 1956 submitted to our office at gnoxville, ‘
has been assigned Docket Number pupA-LlL7l, and referred to the
| Nongpetallic Minerals Division ‘ ~ in the Washington office.
Kindly identify all future cérrespondence relating ’to‘ your

application by this Docket Number,

Sincerely yours,

Allen S, Dakan, Chief
Operations Control and
Statistics Division

Copy tos
Y e .
\ /' ode 600 ’

3571





I8 UNITED STAY) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOW) £y BEGRIVED, |

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION SEp 2 4 1956

Not to be filled in by applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN o 39 d
DocketNo. ... L__ %A %V 7% ..
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO S M ___________ -

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Recoived by
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost $p.. |}~ - __tf_s_ ____________

Participation (Governmen? Do) e

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in wh1ch you will wish to contract, and your

mailing address: .. THE BIG MINE .ciopund ™0 7 Set flysg el o
- 0/0 LEWIE _ALDRIDGE , SPRUCE PINE, N, Co
PARTNERSHIP: LEWIE ALDRIDGE, SPRUCE PINE, N, C., FRANK PHILLIPS,
SPRUCE PINE, N.C., & WAITES AVERY, PLUMTREE, N, C,

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc:, and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exp]oratmn
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ANSWERED ON ATTACHED PAPERS

3. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known.
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property.

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

)y If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. :

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 16—66551-1





5. The exbloiation proj (a) State the mineral or minerals for whi.ou wish to explore

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, ete.

(¢) The work will start within ____..._____ days and be completed within _______..._. months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the appllcant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent contracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard

of material moved, etec.).
(b) Labor, supermswn, consultants—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees

for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplzes.r——Furnlsh an 1temlzed hst mcludmg 1tems of equlpment costlng less than $50 each
and power, water and fuel. i

(d) Operating, equipment. -—-Furmsh an 1tem1zed hst of any operatmg equlpment to be rented purchased or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(k) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

Norte.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (@) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?

(b) How do you propose tc. furnish your share of the costs?

I:I Money D Use of equipment owned by you D Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

- ?, .......... /%7;«,@4@

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wiiifully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

V. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—665561-1
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APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN EXPLORATION PROJECT.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON FORM MF-103 | W}G
| - gEP‘ZMgS
The Big Mine Mining Co. Partnership: Lewle Aldridge :
c/o Lewie Aldridge Spruce Pine, N.C,
Spruce Pine, N. Y. Waites Avery

Plumtree, N, c,
Frank Phillips
Spruce Pine, N, C,

2~ General

3- (a)
(b)
(e)
-14d)
(e)
(£)

L- (a)

See copy of lease attached.

The Big Mine

Lesses

Lease attached

None _

Not applicable ‘ . »

There has been some bulldozing'aﬁd a shaft cut. We did ths last
bulldozing work’but we hit hard rock and it wWill have to be drilled.

The mine is on a mountain but there is a good jeep road into the mine.

(b)There has been som work by indivuals at different times and vhen we

(e)

(d)

bulldozed the top surface we recovered around $l§2.00.worth of mica
which was sold to the Mica Depot in Spruce Piné, N. C. There is a
large depoéit of mica pegmaﬁite which contains a good grade of green
mica. _ | _

The pegmatite lies in a bardwrock formation which will reéuire drill-

ing and blasting. .There is every indication of a large mica deposit

fand ﬁhat iswhy ﬁé wish to explore this farther., We have no maps

available to us.

The mine is on Powder Mill Creek and there is a hard surface road
within 4 mile to thé mine and then there is a good jeep road from the
hard surface road to the mine. The mine is around 3 miles north of

Plumtree, N, C. and around 15 miles north of Spruce Pine,, N. C. the





Page 2 application .r aid- The Big Mine .

the market and supply point for mines and miners,

, %EP 2 4 1958
(8) Manpower, mgterial, supply, equipment, water and power are gli
available,
5- (a) Mica

{(b) We propose to cut a shaft 100 feet in the center of the pegmatite
then drift from bottom of shaft in the pegmatite 75 feet north and
75 feet south.

Té) Start within 10 days complete in 6 months. °

(a) All three partners are experienced miners and each one is now operating
other mines. Waites Avery wili personally supervise the operations and
will be helped by Lewie Aldridge and Frank Phillips in all operation
descisions. |

6- (a) The proposed exploration contract will be an independent contract to

be done in terms of a cost of unit basis and will consist of the

following: |

Tool House _ | 75000
Powder Magazine . ' 25,00
Exploder Magazine ' 15.00
100 feet of shaft @ $50.00 5000,00
150 feot of drift @ L5.00 6750.00
Total cost of projéct | | $11,865.00

(by,c,d,) Not applicable
(f) Ask for in (a).
(gsh,) Not Applicable.
'7- {a) Yes
{b) Money
' Certification of the above signed on Form MF-103%

herewith attached,





- o ¥ o
 MINING LEASE AHCEIVED
o | ‘ : - SEP 241958
State of North Carolina-____-_____;____Am___;;_____1__,__;__7.:_.' _____ s i e 2 i e County:.
This indenture made this__za__day of ____ Jm___'__________;__..-_-____-____;___-__; ________ R = 195 6 :
bebwest. Busna Avery Vance, husband Joe C, Vame, V. Waites Avc:y, vife Iqotua v Avery, -
ﬁurim:&wrykmm “Hustand fm&u “Avery Couxty, K, Coamd - ;
Gmndnlzn Fusband Wil3388 S tf?ﬁam&@%'dﬁe fﬁgc mecﬁet
eot W o Avory, know as loesora Waites Avery, Lewie Aldridge and Frank Phill
T et
of-----.é!@ﬂ.ggm ____________________________ County and State of North Caroling, party of the second part and known

as lessee

WITNESSETH, That the part_.. of the first part in consideratlon of One Dollar in hand received and hereby acknowl-
edged by the lessor..., and in consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on the part of the party of the second
part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases and grants to the party of the second part, and his heirs and assxgns for the
_period of five years from the date of this agreement the following described real property, for mining purposes, in the County -

arid State first above written'to wit: A mine known a8 the Big Mine located in Roaring Creck Township
_on Posadex ¥ }bnm:n_on_e_honm of lavd know sa_the W.M. Avery Heirs Ierd_and being _
described fonowm Beginning at an iron stake on the side of the Ridge 300 foet east
“of the Btg'mw “worktag -and-xung north-350-feet to u- vtuke; thence west 600-feet to-a—----
.atake, moame-mutb_:l@g_faet__ . &_stake, thence eaa_t_éﬂg_xmtj__ 0_a_pteke, thense north
350 feet to the be, ngs It being the intontion of thia lesme to describo an area of
“lamd-with- thu"B:g -]:ocn‘bu& 4n-the venters -~ ----mSommm s

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said lands to him, for mining purposes, the said lessee and his heirs and assigns for the
aforesaid period of five years in compliance with the condition of this instrument, for the purpose and with the right to dig,
quarry, search, explore for, obtain, and remove any kind of minerals, metals or fossils, and particularly mica, and to conduct
the same to any extent the said party of the second part, the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties
to this agreement that the party of the second part is to have the use of any unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining
purposes, and that he shall have the right to erect such buildings as he needs to carry on such mining operations during the
period of this lease, and that the party of the second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, unavoid-
able accidents excepted And it is also agreed by the party of the second part that no unnecessary damage is to be done to
the lands herein leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, but the said party of the second part
shall have the right to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or timber the party of the second
part may need to carry on said mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the addition to existing buildings or
to erect new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market value is excepted and shall not be used by
the lessee.) And it is hereby agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have the right-of-way of ingress and
egress to said mines or land ‘upon which exploration is being conducted.

" AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the party of the second part; the lessee hereby agrees. to pay to the sa.id part... of
the flrst part, or his or théir heirs or assigns, a rental royalty of. 1/ 8th, of al) mica taken and solds 50¢ per

t.on of ali PFeldspar teken and sold; and the prevaeiling Royalty on all other

Mminerals taken and sold from said mines which shall be for the use of the said lands for the aforesaid period of five
years. The said amounts shall be payable on the computation of selling bills on the tenth day of each month covering sales
made during the previous month. Any minerals other than those set forth above which may be taken and sold shall be paid
for and at the usual royalty rate of the minerals taken.

- AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option
to renew this lease and to extend the period of its running for an additional five years from the date of its present termination.
The option shall be exercised by giving formal written notice to the party of the first part or by the continuation of any min-
ing operation then being conducted. The lessor___ reserve the right to use the land, or convey the same not conflicting with this
lease, but under .any cpnveyance the terms of this lease must be recognized by the grantee, purchaser, or assigns thereof. And
it is agreed that the lessee may assign this nunmg lease or any part thereof and that he may sublease.

T

Wﬁzszmfzzfmmzfzfzﬁwmwmmfmfzzzmggmw
Mﬁﬁg’ﬁ/ﬂ/ﬁ%ﬂ#ﬁﬂ%ﬁ 7 x{x}fn}‘/#ﬁfﬁfﬁﬂ/ﬁéf?’mé/a/ﬁﬁf}’?*/ﬂ}ﬁﬁ/ﬁ)‘#ﬁ/#fﬂ/#/s’%}‘///

e party of econd part to spec ance o S option contract

/gl e L R LT B LT LI T

g : SV f: ifig e The lessee agrees that during the period of this lease or the continuance of
this lease work in said mines or exploratxon for new mines within the area leased shall not cease longer than ninety days at any
one time, unavo1dab1e accidents excepted.

WITNESS our ha.nds and seals the day and year first above written.

Witness: (Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)
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0.... LICICI I I W I .... sesevess

...,.....(SEAL) |

STATE OF NORTHA CAROLINA
COUNTY OF AVERY

Personally came before me this day Buena Avery V anee, Joe C, Vance, H. Waites Avery,
Lotus Vance Avery, Corinna Avery Aldridge, Lewie Aldridge, Svemdakmvcuexsediis

sk all to mé well known to be apart of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease
and who acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the pur

poses therein expressed.
o Witness my hand and nota,qal seal this the ZK day of /‘g‘g} 1934,

-

ry Publio .
My Oommission Expires the ZQ__ day of Ww 1958@3 O '

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF '

Personally came before me thig day Gwendolyn Avery Phillips and William S, Phillips
both to me well knowm to fbe apart of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease and
vho acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purposes
therein expressed,

Witness my hand and notaplal seal this the ,Z__g day of /%*f/_ 1956,

My Commission Expire%@ﬂw % of

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF AVERY
Personally came before me this day W.Haites Avery, Lewie Aldridge, Framk Phixlips all

to me well known to be a part of the Persons who signed the foregoing Lease and whe
acknowledged the due executbon of éhgd instrument 'by themselves for the oses there-

in expressed. /mm
Vitness my hand and notarial seal this the _/Y_ day of ﬁq 1956

% mxpire?/t/h?" //-A aff %j%tary Public 0






Registered in the Office of the \
Register of Deeds of Avery County “
on Sept. 19, 1956 in Book 52 on N
page 5L2. |
.

‘ﬁ‘ f






Sketch of Big Mine. |
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Use RUN and STOP only when messenger service between Government buildings In Washington Is required.
Your mail room has RUN and STOP Information.
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