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0 
UNITED STATES 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 25, D. c. 	 600 


November 9, 1956 
Memorandum 


To:	 Adm.tnistrator 


From:	 L. G. Houk, Chief, Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and summary report. 


By:	 James Hopkins 


1. Docket No. DMEA-4474-Mica 
Property:	 Big Mine, Avery County, North Carolina 
Application: Dated September 20, 1956 


Work proposed: 
Construct Toolhouse, Powder 


and Cap Magazines 	 $115.00

Sink 100 feet of shaft @ 


	


$50.00	 5,000.00 
Drive 150 feet of drifts @ 


	


45.O0	 ,75O.O0 
$11,865.00 


Contract: None. Application denied. 


2. Comments: 


The Field Team found that this property had previously 
been explored under the name of the Powder Mill Mine (Docket 
No. DMEA-l900X), Contract No. Idm-E176, and with the present 
applicant, Mr. Lewie Aldridge. 


In a final report dated September 19, 1952, examiners 
K. H. Teague, Geologist, USGS, and A. L. Peyton, Mining 
Engineer, USBM, concluded that the deposit was sufficiently 
explored and that an economic deposit of strategic muscovite 
did not exist at the site. 


In addition to facts mentioned in the previous project 
report, it was noted that he pegmatite was notably quartz-
deficient and contains entirely too much biotite to be 
desirable in a sheet muscovite deposit. The mica seen in the 
recent examination is of rather poor overall quality, being 
badly stained, bent, cracked and commonly intergrown with 
biotite.







S	 S 


Under Contract Idni-El76, the following work was performed: 


Surface excavation	 $800.00 
40. feet of shaft	 2202.42 


$3,002.42 


The Field Team recommexs denial of the application. 
The Nonmetallic Minerals Division concurs in the denial. 
The Commodity Divisions of the Geological Survey and 


the Bureau of Mines also concur in the denial. 


(3ames Hopkins 
Nonmetallic Minerals Division







For	 entsUseOn1 


EXPLORATI' PROJECT CONTRACT, 


Operator_______________________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-___________________ 


Contract No. Idm-E_________________ 


Contract Date_________________________ 


MF-203 - 


Revised March 24, 1955


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States of America:	 4I 
Referring to that certain land in the. County of


	 Avery	 State of 


North Carolina	 , 


In Lease (copy Attached) rgisterdTht}:i office of egister of Deeds 


of Avery County N. C. in Book 52 on page 5L2 on the 19th. day of 


September, 1956. 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract," 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in cànsideration of the 


contraôt and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigüd hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and t1e Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right orclaim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest .ii the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;/ and 


represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the fo1lowing:/	 . 


3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim •in conflict 
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 
of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 


1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land or (b) strike out the words"as follows" 


and insert. "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated ____________________________ 
and recorded in. book -- page ' official records of said county." If (b) is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed:wth. If the space provided is insuf 


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or production from the land is not requfred, and in theabsence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government. , 


J Write "nQne". if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.







U - tjs	 • 


I 


4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto 


None 
5. Added provision: _____________________________________________________________ 


	


Dated tIiis	 19	 day of	 Sept.	 -, l95_6 


• .• ____________________ [seaij 


	


• \	 4),4/y [Sea1 


__________________________ [Seall 


(Secretary, etc.) of the cor Oration named herein th t _______________ 


/ ' wj g ft4	 e/Y/_V____'' _rsdei?t 


duly :i	 for


Interior—Dupltoattng Seotion, Wa8bLnton..
	 0	 - 711 


1







MF-203	 -_' For 


Revised March 24, 1955 	 EXPLORATI PROJECT CONTRACT 


• Operator_____________________________ 


Docket No. DMEA—__________________ 


Contract No. Idm—E_________________ 
4


Contract Date_________________________ 


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States of America:	 •'	 SEP 2 4 '956 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called'the."contract,". 


•,w.i.h the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 
.coritI'âdt and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersixiéd'hereby— .-


1'. Undertakes and agrees that property in which 'the Government may adquire an Interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-. 


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claIm of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to •the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest In ttie land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;/ and 


represents and undertakes that there ar,e no claims, liens, , or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


t110 fo11owing:/ 


.3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of . the Government's rights 


under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee,' mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 


of the undersigned's right, title, or interest In the land; and 


)/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as ' follows" 
and insert. "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other docutheit] dated 	 ,• 
and recorded in book ._ page' _____________ official records of said county." If(b) is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex In the space. 


2/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production thérei's no 
obligation to repay the Government. .	 .' I 


	


J Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank. 	 .







4. Consents to all .amendments.and assignments of the contract without notice therof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


orO 
5. Added provision: ___________________________________________________________ 


.... .... . ... 


Dated this ________ day of	 -	 , l95j 


	


--5	 [Seal] 


Iseall 


\ .c &i.	 1. ,1,	 c2L [Seal] 


____________	 __________-


6/ I4W/WiWM/icèW/A//iAi/c1t//tA 
pQ!	 ' 


•	 • .:..	 •' 


•	 •	 ____ ___	
SEAL) 


•	 •	


• 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Waahington, 	


.	 .	 .	


71l







-	 For 
EXPLORAT	 PROJECT CONTRACT 
Operator 


Docket No. DMEA-___________________ 
Contract No. Idm-E________________ 


Contract Date_________________________ 


SLP24g5 - 
Referring to that certain land in the County of __________________________ State of 


NOrth Gaz'oLtna	 , described a j' 


Zntonie csp Mtnched} rtietz44 tr* tb oi'ftco ot Rotstet o* eeO 


o 4ier OAnt7 1. . i ok	 pøj 5t2 on the $th, dal ot 


øØ.3nber, 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract " 


with the United State of America hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the 
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 
or equity under the contract maybe dismantled severed from the land and removed as may be pro-


vided in the: contrac	 'aid the Government's interst and equity 'in such property shall be prior 
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned 	 O & 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersined's right, title,, and 
interest in the land and upon eni'production of minerals therefrom to seure the payment to the 
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and 
represents 'and undertakes that there are no claims; liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land priorto -that hereby granted to the Government other than 
the following:/-	 .	 . 


None


3. : Undertakös and agrees ! neither to commit an act ndr àssért any blaim 'in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to -Lien; and to give..advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Consent to' Lien to' 'any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or 'lessee of any 


of the undersigned's right,' title, or interest in .the land; and 


)J Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) 'strike out the words "as follows" 

and insert, "in' a lease [or contract, deed, o'r other document] dated ________________________ 
and recorded in book ______ page ______________ official records of said county." If (b) is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. - " 	 ' '	 - 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government.	 ' ' ,	 -	 -	 - .	 :	 ' '	 - -	 ' '	 '' 
/ Write "nQns" if that is the case Do not leave lines blank







I! 


4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.. 


5. Added provision: _____________________________________________________________ 


Dated this :.!9	 day of'	 , l95J' 


all 


(Secretary, etc.) of the corpOration named herein; that ________________ 


II P	 ?; 


:


	


- A	 I") 


Interior—Duplicating Seotion, WaebintonC. 	 S 	 ...







MF-203	 For	 jent'sUseOn1 
Revised March 4, 1955	 EXPLORATI PROJECT CONTRACT 


•	 Operator_____________________________ 
•iDocket No. DMEA—___________________ 


•	 Contract No. Idm—E________________ 
•	 Contract Date________________________ 


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States ofAmer1ca: 	 •	 SEP 24 ss 


Referring to that certain land in the County of .-___________________________ State of 


tOth	 described asii$ 


cj 


-	 0$? &v	 Ot Z3. .	 t)O 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract " 
with the United States of America hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the 
contraôt and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigiledhereby--


Undertakes and agrees that property in which th Goveriment may acquire an interest 
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and th Goverment's " interèst andequity in such property shall be prior 
and superior to any adverse right or"ólaim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to th' Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 
Government of 'a percentage royalty on production a, may be provided for by the contract;V 'and 
represents and undertakes,. that there are no,claims, liens, or encumbranbes upon the undersigned's 
right, title, or Interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 
the fol1owing:/ 


3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights 
under this Consent , to Lien to any subsequent" transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 
of the undersigied's right, title, or interest in the land; and 


/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or otiier documenti dated	 ' • 
and recorded in'book "' page ' official records of said county.. ", If '(b') is 
used, the book and pge of recordation cannot be dispensed with.; If th'e space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining orproduction'from the land is not required,. and in the absence of production there is no 
obligation to repay the Government'. 


• /. Write ' ! nQne" if that is the case. Do not leave 'lines blank.







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that 'this Consent to Lion shall extend and apply thereto'.' 


5. Added provision:	 "	 "'	 ' 


Dated this	 19	 day ' of	 'Ptø	 , 195('	 ' 
___&	 [Se all	 ' ' 


712 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Wa8binton.. 	 '	 p711,







	


,•	
For 


EXPLORAT	 PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator_____________________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-__________________ 


Contract No; idm-E 


• Contract Date	 - 


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States of America: 	 SEP 24'g5e 


Referring to that certain land in the County of - 	 , State of 


Uortb BOfla	 described 


-	 QZj 73. 0.	 ø	 9	 tø 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract " 


with the United States of America hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it the undersigned hereby--


Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquuire' an' interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land', and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 
and superior to any adverse right orclaim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a, percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the coñtract;/ and 


represents and undertakes,that there are no ciaims;' liens, or encumbranàes upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 
the fol1owing:J	 . 


0 


3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and .o' give advance notice of the Government's rights 
under this Consent to ' Lien to any subsequenttransferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 
of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 


)j Either (a) insert the legal description • o ,f the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert. "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated 	 ,	 __. 
and' recorded in book .. •	 page ______________ official records of said county;" If (b) is 

used the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with If the space provided is insuf -
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 	 ' 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and In the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government.	 .	 .	 '	 ..	 '.	 .	 .	 0 



/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank. 


MF-203 
Revised March 24, 1955







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision: _____________________________________________________________ 


Dated this 19 day of _________________________ 1956 


[Seall 


jfIM#ll/MlltWWMfl/4W ______________________ ecre ary, etc.) o the corporation named herein; that ______________ 


_4cL "' 


Interior—Duplicating Seotion, Waehinton. 	
0 	


0







MF-203	 ,	 Fpr	 eent'sUseOnly, 
Revised March 24, 1955


	


	 ,, EXPLORAT	 PROJECT CONTRACT 


•..dperator 


Docket No. DMEA-__________________ 


•	 '• '	 '	 Contract No. Idm-E________________



Contract Date_ 


•	 CONSENT TO LiEN',


SEp 24rn. To the United States of America:	 UQ 


H	 Rferring	 ..L?	 , State of 


, decr1bed a v4%


Lw QSY 


J e 4	 i Z- fT Ji	 1ID 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract " 


with the United States of America hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it the undersigned hereby--


±.' 'Undèra1es' and agres tIat p'opoi'ty iii whIch'thèGorhthent m'ar.cqiiié 'au interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and..rèmovéd, as may be pro-


vided in the contract and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned; 


2 Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right title and 


interest in the land and upon any produôtd.on of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;a/ and 


represents and undertakes ! that there are no d]aims' liens, or encumbranes upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interestin the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the fol1owing:/	 , '	 .	 . 


•	 •:	 . 


3. Undertakes and, agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim 'in conflict 


with the' provisions of this COnsent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any, 


of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 


)J Either (a) insert the legal description; of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or'other document]''dated 


and recorded in book . page ______________ official records of said county." If (b') 'is 


used, the book and page of recordatlon cannot be dispensed with. ; . If,.the space provided is insuf-


fiôient, use an'Annex, and refer to the' Annex In the space. 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government.	 ' ; 


J Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.







4. Consents to all amendments and:assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien;sha].l extend anUappiy'thereto1 


5. Added provision:	 0ne	 Noo 


Dated this	 19 day of	 _, 195.6 


[Seall 


_____________________ [SealI 


\	 __	 [So all 


o,


_______________________________i( SEAL) 


SEAL) 


_________________(SEAL) 


Interior—Duplicating Seotion, Waehington.C. 	 p711,
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UNITEDSTATES	 7W 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR'. f(	 ' 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASH INGTON 25, D. C. 	 1
	 (o 


November 


Memorandumu


Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
1fense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 W. F. Dietrich, Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer 
Materials 


Subject:	 -111l.7 (mica) 


Applicant: lewis Aldrid.ge, Frank PhillIps and. Waites Avery 


Name and bcation of Property: Big Mine, 'Avery County, N. C. 


Ite of Field Team Report ': 1(/30/56 


Date Rec 'd. b Br .of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 11/6/56 


Field Team Recmnendation:. Reccnznend denial of application. 


Ccnments:


1. Uiis prospect was 'previously explored, under the name 
of Powdermill Mine and examined under iEA application l900X. 


2. Field examiners report oxi IIwIEA 1900X concluded that 
economic deposit of strategic mica did not exist. 


3. Present examination substantiates resu.lts of previous 
examination. 


Recxunendation:	 '	 ' ' 


I concur with the field examiners reconunendation for 
denial.


W. F. Dietrich







.
	


4K' 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION


	 ?	 4 
ROOSHIP5 9LDG



KNOXVILLE 2, TENNQ


October 30, 1 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA Washington 


From:	 Field Examiners, DMEA Region V - Knoxville, Term. 


Subject:	 Big Mine, Avery County, N. C. (mica) DMEA-44.74 
Applicants: Lewis Aldridge, Frank Phillips and 


Waites Avery. 


The subject application was examined October 17, 1956 
in the company of Messrs. Frank Phillips and Waites Avery. 
After returning to the office it was found that the property 
had previously been explored under the name of the Powdermill 
Mine (DNEA-1900X) and with the. present applicant, Mr. Lewie 
Aidridge.


In a final reort dated 9/19/52, examiners Teague and 
Peyton concluded that the deposit was sufficiently explored and 
that an economic deposit oj' strategic muscovite did not exist 
at the site. This wa the conclusiOn reached by the present 
examiners after inspecting the site. The applicants wished to 
explore a narrow block of ground immediately west of DMEA-l900. 
Pit number 2 and immediately east of reportedly deep and ex-
tensive old stopes along strike to the west (seeattached map) 


In addition to facts mentioned in the previous project 
report, it was noted that the pegmatite wa notably quartz-deficient 
and contains entirely too much biotite to be desirable in a 
sheet muscovite deposit.	 The mica seen is of rather poor over 
all quality, being badly stained, bent, cracked, and commonly 
intergown with biotite. 


On the basis of the present examination substantiating 
in full the results of exploration under DMEA-1900X, it is 
recommended that the application be denied. 


S. C, Bergman, Geologist 
Geological Survey 


j "V	 ning ngineer 
Bureau f1 es







.


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF' THE INTERIOR



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


. November 6, 1956 


Re: D1EA 
Lewis Aldridge, e 
BigMine 
Avery Co., N. C. 
$11, 865.00 - Mica


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exloration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Report. 


The applicants requested assistance in doing further work 
on a pegmatite on which much work has been done and some production 
obtained. Work was done on the peginatite in 1951-52 by Aidridge 
with DNEA assistance (DMEA 1900X). At that time the mine was 
known as the Powdermill Mine. The applicants forgot to mention 
the fact that at least one of them had b'en interested in the 
previous work on the property, the results of which were 
uiffavorable. 


The proposed work would explore the pegmatite just west 
of the other work. The examiners conclude the pegmatite has been 
well tested, further work is not warranted and recommend denial 
of the application. 


I concur with the recommendation.


N. E. Nelson















0
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES	 OCT , ig 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


October1, 1956 


Mmorand.um 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals bcplqration Administration 


From:	 W. F. Dietrich, Chief 
Branch of Ceramic and. Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: MEA- 1l 11711. (mica) 


pp1icant: F. Phillips, L. Aldxidge, & W. Avery 


Name and. Location of Property: The Big Mine, ________, N. C. 


]te Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 9/21ij56 


Comments:


1. Applicant states there has been limited production from 
this property but there is no iiformation available, in this office on 
this property.


2. This deposit appears to have possibilities for the 
development of . strategic mica. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the field team visit this mine when 
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. 
If. so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan 
of exploration on a unit-cost basis. 


W. F. Dietrich 


Attachment
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHLNGTON 25. D.C. 


September 25, 1956
II 


Re: DIEA 4474	 I/H 


Lewis Aidridge, et a].. 
Big Mine, 
Mitchell Co., N. C. 
$11,865.00 - Mica


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


Memoranduni 


To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From: N. E. Nelson, U. 5' • Geological Survey


Subject: Review of application 


The applicants, a partnership, request assistance in 
exploring a pegmatite on the outcrop of which bulldozing has 
recently been done and $132.00 worth of mica recovered. Previous 
work consists of a shaft ar bulldozing. 


No data are given concerning the pegmatite. The pro-
posed work consists of a lOO-.foot shaft arid 150 feet of drifting. 
Some work may be warranted. 


Referral of the application to the Field Team is 
recommended.


N. E. Nelson 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


Defense Minerals Exploration AdministratiOn 

Washington 25, D. C. 


September 21, 1956 


Ur. Lewis Aidridge	 Subject: DLlE7Li, 
Spruce Pine,,	 Re: Exploration Assistance 
North Carolina	 The Big 1ine 


Dear 1r. Aidridge 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


September 20,. 1956 submitted to our office at Knoxville, 


has been assigned Docket Number 	 _7j, and referred to the 


Nonletallic inerals Division	 in the Washington office. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S Dakan, Chief 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: -/


600







(Revised April 1952) 	 UNITED STA	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOO 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION


Form	 - 
Budget Burea	 .	 35.2. 


SEP 24igs 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN

EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE 



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. 
Metal or Mineral 	 -------------
Date Received 
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Governmen(%) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address	 THE BIG MINE	 I fY	 ?	 fliT H 


----------------------------ojo	 IEAIRIDE	 SPRUCE PII - q.............................................. 
.NE- IP	 N----C.,FRA---PHILLIPS, 
•	 1 1---------C 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C. or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


ALL OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ANSRED ON ATTACHED PAPERS 
3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 


land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract--------------


(b) State any mine name by which. the property is known. 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 	 - 


(HI) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points. 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power.







.-.,	 ;: 


5. The exploration proj—(a) State the mineral or minerals for whiou wish to explore ---------------------------------------


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, .etc. 


(c) The work will start within ------------days and be completed within ------------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.—(Note.--If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materials and supplzes.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel 


(d) Operating, equipment.—Furnish an itemized lft of any operatingequipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished b the Operator, with the estimated rental, purhae prfce, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
No'rE.—No items of general overhçad, corporate managemeit, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? 


(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs? 


Money	 Use of equipment owned by you 	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated ------------------------------------------195 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wfuIly false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 	 i6-66551-i







. 
APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN EXPLORATION PROJECT. 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON FORM MF-103


2 
l-a) The Big Mine Mining Co. 


c/o Lewie Aldrjde 
Spruce Pine, N. . 


2- General


Partnership: Lewie Aid ridge 
Spruce P1e, N.C. 
Waites Avery 
Plumtree, N. C 
Frank Phillips 
Spruce Pine, N C 


3- a) See copy of lease attached. 


b) The Big Mine 


(c) Lessee 


(d) Lease attached 


(e) None 


(f) Not applicable 


L1..- a) There has been some bulldozing and a shaft cut. We did the last 


bulldozing work but we hit bard rock and it willi have to be drilled. 


The mine is on a mountain but there is a good jeep road into the mine. 


(b)There has been som work by indivuals at different times and then we 


bulldozed the top surface we recovered around i32.00 worth of mica 


which was sold to the Mica Depot in Spruce Pine, N. C. There is a 


large deposit of mica pegrnatite which contains a good grade of green 


mica. 


(c) The peginatite lies in a hard rock formation which will require drill-


ing and blasting. There is every Indication of a large mica deposit 


and that iswhy we wsh to explore this farther. We have no maps 


available to us. 


d) The mine is on Powder Mill Creek and there is a hard surface road 


within mile to the mine and then there is a good jeep road from the 


hard surface road to the mine. The mine is around 3 miles north of 


Plumtree, N. C. and around 15 miles north of Spruce Pine,, N. C. the







Page 2 application Or aid- The Big Mine


Ecv the market and supply point for mines and miners.


SEP24195@ () Manpower, material, supply, equipment, water and power are all 
available. 


5- a) Mica 


(b) We propose to. cut a shaft 100 feet in the center of the pegmatite 


then drift from bottom of shaft in the pegmatite 75 feet north and 
75 feet south. 


) Start within 10 days complete in 6 months. 


d) Al]. three partners are experienced miners and each one is now operating 


other mines. Waites Avery will personally supervise the operations and 


will be helped by Lewie Aldridge and Frank Phillips in all operation 


descisions. 


6- (a) The proposed exploration contract will be an independent contract to 


be done in terms of a cost of unit basis and will consist of the 


following: 


Too]. House	 75.00 
Powder Magazine	 25.00 


Exploder Magazine	 15.00 


100 feet of shaft	 50.00	 5000.00 


150 feet of drift © L5.00	 6750.00 - 
Total cost of project	 S 	 al,865.00 


(b,c,d,) Not applicable 


(f) Ask for in a). 


g,h,) Not Applicable. 


7- a) Yes 


'(b) Money


Certification of the above signed on Form MF-l03 


herewith attached.







S 
MINING LEASE t •


	 ____	 SEP 24 ig 
State of North Carolina--------------- AVER!.-------------------------------.- ------------------------------------County:.. 


This Indenture made thls__23__day of---- -J.Ut -----------------------------------------------------------------195 6 


Buena Avery Vance, husband Joe C. Vae V. Waites Avery, 4fe L0tus V. Avery, 
between.	 ------


X	 Ave Thilli ius	 u1t ktIiti&c*t

1*14 of V. U. Avery, know as lessors and Waites Avery, Iavte Aidridge and Frank Phillips 
asessor...,.and_ ____________________________________________________________________________ 


of-----------------------------------County and State of North Carolina, party of the second part and known 


as lessee. 


WITNESSETH, That the part___ of the first part In consideration of One Dollar in hand received and hereby acknowl-
edged by the ,lessor_, and In consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on the part of the party of the second 
part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases and grants to the party of the second part, and his heirs and assigns, for the 
period of five years from the date of this agreement, the following described real property, for mining purposes, in the County 
and State first aove written to wit A mine knovn as the Big Mine located in Roaring Creek Toinship 


described aè followsi Beginning_at an iron stake on the side of the Ridge 300 feet east 
3Oe	 tetb	 wet 600 feet -to-a------


_____ 


350 feet to the begnning. It being the intention of this laee to describe an aziea of 
•1andvitheig4Odin..thecenter.-------------------------------------------------------------


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said lands to him, for , purposes, the said lessee and his heirs and assigns for the 
aforesaid period of five years in compliance with the condition of this Instrument, for the purpose and with the right to dig, 
quarry, search, explore for, obtain, and remove any kind of mInerals; metals or fossils, and particularly mica, and to conduct 
the same to any extent the said party of the second part, the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties 
to this agreement that the party of the second part is to have the use of any unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining 
purposes, and that he shall have the right 'to erect such buildings as he needs to carry on such mining operations during the 
period of this lease, and that the party of the second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, unavoid-
able accidents excepted. And it is also agreed by the party of the second part that no unnecessary damage Is to be done to 
the lands herein leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, but the said party of the second part 
shall have the right to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or timber the party of the second 
part may need to carry on said mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the addition to existing buildings or 
to erect new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market value is excepted and shall not be used by 
the lessee.) And it is hereby agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have the right-of-way of Ingress and 
egress to said mines or land upon which exploration is being conducted. 


AND IT IS FtJRTHER AGREED That the party of the second part; the lessee hereby agrees to pay to the said part... of 


the first pait or his or thir heirs or assigns, a ientai royalty oLJL8th- -ofall - 
ton of a1 'Feldspar taken and sold; and the previiling Rcpalty on all other 


iminerals taken and sold from said mines which shall be for the use of the said lands for the aforesaid period of five 
years. The said amounts shall be payable , on the computation of selling bills on the tenth day of each month covering sales 
made during' the previous month. Any minerals other than those set forth above which may be taken and sold shall be paid 
for and at the usual royalty rate of the minerals taken. 


• AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option 
to renew this lease and to extend the period of its running for an additional five years from the date of its present termination. 
The option shall be exercised by giving formal written notice to the 'party of the first part or by the continuation of any min-
ing operation then being conducted. The lessor reserve the right to use the land, or convey the same not conflicting with this 
lease, but under.any epnveyance the terms of this lease must be recognized by the grantee, purchaser, or assigns thereof. And 
it 1 s agreed that the lessee may assign this mining lease or any part thereof and that he may sublease. 


The lessee agrees that during the period of this lease or the continuance of 
this lease work in said mines or exploration for new mines within the area leased shall not cease longer than ninety da ys 'at any 
one time, unavoidable accidents excepted. 


WITNESS our hands and seals the day and year first above written. 


Witness: (Seal) 


(Seal) 


(Seal)
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.	 .	 . ....	 •......(SEAL) 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COtJNTY 01? AVERY 


Personally Came before me this day Buena Avery Vance, Joe 0. Vance W. Waitea Avery, 
Lotus Vance Avery, Corinna Avery A].dridge, Lele Aidridge, 


all to me veil known to be apart of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease 
and who acknowledged the due execution of said instrument br themselves for the pm'.' 
poses therein expressed. 


	


Witness my hand and notarial sea this the /fday of	 1936. 


/ 


	


My Commission Expires the 	 day of W-*s4 
,9 arY Public 


STATE OF SOU?H CAROLINA 
COUNTYOF 


Personally owns before me this day Gwendoiyn Avery hi11ips and William S. Phillips 
both to me well known to %be apart of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease and 
who acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purposes 
therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this the 2 day of ________ 1956. 


Coission 


STATE OF NORTH C1ROLINA 


COUNTY OF AVERY 
Personally came before me this day W.Waites Avery, Lewie Aidridge, Fra Phillips. a?..]. 
to me well knoin to be a part of the ersona who signed the foregoing Lease and who 


acknowledged the due executhon of Oä*d instrument by themselves for the pprpoaes there.' 
In expressed.


	


Witness my hand and notaria]. seal this the Icday of	 1956 


____	 //







Registered in the Office of the 
Register of Deeds of Avery County 
on Sept. 19, .1956 in Book 52 on 
page 5L2.
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U. S. Goverllmellt1esellger Lilvelope . ó7'' one at a 


tandard Form No. 65 (Rev. 1/46)	 • Wthe clearly. 


NAME OR TITLE OF	 SON. DEPARTMENT. ADDRESS. AND ROOM SAME OR TITLR OF PRRSON. DEPARTMENT. ADDRESS,AND ROOM 
7 


___ 


:	 •	 ..	 CE	 RUN
Aø'Jl	 - ______ 


RUN 


.	
!	 •	 •


STOP 


.-.------ __(•J_, • RUN S RUN 


A ' ______ __ 
(I	 STOP 


L /t
_____________


::: 


___ 
L 


U 
__ _


I	 1
_____ ____ 


STOP STOP 


RUN RUN 


____________ i&4' 
______	 STOP STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


ii iii	 -;


_________ 


__________	 hOP [STOP 


____	 RUN RUN 


tOP STOP ___ 


1'tIjy'	 RUN	 RUN 


35394r 
T surplus envelope to	 '•-.---	 Use other side 
ly room for reissue. 


Use RUN and STOP only when messenger service between Government buildings in Washington Is required. 


Your mail room has RUN and STOP Information.
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