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MF-203 o For Governmert's Use Only
Revised March 24, 1955 . EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRAC

Operator -

Docket No. DMEA-

Contract No. Idm-E

Contract Date

CONSENT TO LIEN . RECELVEQ
To'the United States of America: - - . e NOY 10 1935
Réfer&i?é/tqi@hat certain land in the County of Mitchell , State of
' ‘J' . T -‘E: 4 ‘: o » ‘ — . .

North Carolina > . -“ - ‘described as follows:l/ BEGINNING'at an iron cross, the south-

west corner~of -theiVance 3-acre tract, and ruming narth 48 east with thé southern
line of sajd 3~acré.dract 250 feet to a stuke il said line; thence south 800 feet t
ai_s*'ﬂ'ék'*e-; t,h_e‘ﬁe«e'“s¢uth 26 west 250 feet to a stake; thence north 800 feet to the be-
ginning. : o o S

S

.- -
© s e
’

‘which is the sxibjec_t-of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, ‘the undersigned hereby--

1. Undertakes -and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the lénd,zénd removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; -and the Government's. interest and equity in such property shall be prior

- and superior to any adverse right or claim of‘thenuhdersigned; ’ )
2. Grants to the Government a lien ubon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure -the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be‘provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or‘interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/ . - - S ’ - - ’ ’

R SN SO s s SRSl S AT ARV SR SR o T AL LSS SR Pt S S SIS L DU A A -

with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advanceiﬁotice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to-Lien to anyesubsequent:transferee, mortgagee;:encumbrancer,, or, léssee -of any: .-
of the undersigned’'s right, title, or interest in the land; and. : R

- SU‘;Undertakggiaqd'agqeq81neither to, commit vany.act nor assert' any:.cldim "in cbaflict T

NIRRT R I SN USRS ol M ol A SR

—n L
l/ Either (a) insert the legal déscription of the land, or (b) strike out the .words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated : ,
~and recorded in book ‘page official ‘records of said county.”" If.(b) is

used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. )

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government. _ L

3/ Write "ﬁone" if that is the c¢ase. D¢ not leave lines blank.






4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

5. Added provision: It is agreed that Land .and Mineral Company joing in this

use said. loan in a 101nt mlning operatlon upon the Vance 3-acre tract and the lsnd des-

crlbed herem. .

Dated this 204~ gay of November , 1952,

LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY [sea1]
. By QW [sea1]

[sea1]

I, J’. L. Wheeler

certify that I am the
Asst, §egx. (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that Je Fallexr .
_Brown who signed this ggreement was then President (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf

of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate
powers.

s L] : B
L . . .

Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington, D, C.






. “jURTQ SOUTT SABST 30U 6 ‘6s¥d &Yy ST 4vU} JT ,0u0u, O}tip /T
. . i *USWUILA0D OY3 fedex o073 uwoT3e3TTqO g
ou ST etey} uotryonpoxd Jo eouesqe ey} ut pue ‘paatnbea jou ST puel oy} wolJ uorjonpoid 19 Bututy /T

. v ‘eoevds oy} UT XeuUuy ey} 0} JI6JaJ pue ‘Xouuy Ue osn ‘}usIor
=Jjusut sT peptaocad eoeds oy} JI “UITA peosuedsip eq j}0uUURD UOT}EpPIOses jo e3ed pue }00q ey} ‘pesn
st (q) JI ., £3unoo pTes JO Splooar TeIOT]JO ‘ ' eged- }00q UT pOpIoOsl pue
.- pojep [1uemnoop Jeyj0 J0 ‘peep 'iQEJ;udo JO] eseoT ® UuT, 318SUT pue
uSHOTTOJ SB, SPIOM 8Y} 3NO 6YTI}S (q) J0 ‘pueT oy} jo uorydriosep {g%ptueqx jzesut (®) J0U3Td /T

‘ pu® ‘puey ey} ur j}seJsejur Jo ‘eT3}I} ‘ayB8ta s,psuldrsiepun ey} Jo
fue JO eesseT JO ‘JeduraquUNOuUS ‘oo3edilom ‘seloIsuei} juenbasqns AuB 07 USTT 0} }UGSUO) STY} Jepun
s1qﬁfa S, }USWUIBAOY) eqi JO 80T30U 6OUBAPE 6AT3 0} DPUB USTT 0} 1USSUO) STU1J0 suotrstaoxd ey} YITA
30TTJUOO UT WTeTo Aue }I8SSB Jou 30® Aue JTWWOO 0} J8Y}TOU S9018® pue seyelsepun ¢

K
i i

: /S:3uTHoTIOr oY)
uey} J6Y30 quemuaera ey} 03 pejuelld ﬂqexeq 1eq1 03 Jotad puey 6y} ut 49619161 J0 ‘67113 “1u3Ta
s, pouldtsisepun oy} uodn S0ouRIqUNOUD |10 'suert ‘SWTRIO OUu eJte e;aq1 12U} soxelIepun pue siussesdes
pus /3 !10®I3U00 eq1 £q a103 peptaoxd. eq Avm se: uor;onpo:d uo ‘£31efox e3ejueored ® JO JUSWUISACH
ey} o3 juemfed ey} eunoes 01'm013939q1 stexeurm Jo uotjonpoid Lue uodn pue puet eq; UT 3SeJejur
pua”7e{11if‘4q311 s.peu%;saepuﬁ_eq; jo TTe uodn uerf,ajzuemuiaqob 8%} o;;s;ueas g
peuStSJepun eq; JO mtnto 10 4thJ es:eApa Kue ox Jo;aedns pue
ao;:d eq Iteqs K;Jedoxd qons ur A;;nbe pue 1seaequ; s, guemuJers eq1 pue ¢ouz1uoo eq; Ut pepra-
-o;d eq Aem se permeJ pue pust ey} woiy pBJBAGS 'pexquumStp eq &em 1oeaquoo eqq Jepun £31nbe J0
4seae¢u; ue es;nboe fem’ 4uemuaers oy} qbwﬁm g Axaedo:&*1eqx seea%e png saae;:epun ‘1

. o R S N

. =—Aqezey peuﬁtsaapun eq1 41 omut Jeque 0% JUBWMUILA0D OUY} 0%, ¢uemeonput ue ‘se pue 10®I1U0D

'

" eys, 3o uo:;eaep;suoo 15 SV quemUJers“ oy} poTTeo Jejjeutedey 'eoraemv 30 sege1s peqrunieqm uiTa

u goexluoou ou} petreo Je1JeuteJeq 1oeruoo 100 foad uor;ezotdxe pasodoxd 8. JoO goefqns oYy} sr qorqm

.

e Bupand
~0q oY) 03 39 z fole:) gggou ausy} ‘azﬁge e 03 g D4 gga q8aM ggmggnom,pﬁueg;_Jgggg_;e.
04 9997 008 WINOS aouey; Seuyl PYES U SNEIS ¥ 03 3393 06 300y 0d08mE IS Jo uyy
WIayqnos oyg3 Y 9see gh yrou ﬁu;unna PUR €Q0Bd OIDE~f souzp éqq » JIpUI00 350M

~YInos oln ‘eSS0 UGHY UR JT ONENNIDEE /TFSHOTIO)N S® peariosep ‘T Lo THTTOIED URION
Jo @38yg “TTOUd K Jo £juno) eyz UufF puwt u'r'eueo a,'eqa, 01 Euu.xe;eg

BOTJIOWY JO S83B}S POjTUn Oy} of

© "7 NEIT 0L LNESNOD

94e(d 198ITUO)H
J-upl °"ON 3oel1juod
-VdNd “ON 3exdo0d
: B J0%eaedQ .
LOVYINOD 1O3r0¥d NOILV¥OTdXE , o GG6T ‘P2 UOIBW pestAey
XTUQ asn ,1uemu19Aqs 304 . ) £OZ-dW






4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of -
.and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto

-5, Added provision:

Poouest fer Jnue RS Laciinng

v the Mapn CHITERIENTD 56 B

. LD A0 IERAL m&mm o]

[sea1]
[Sea1l
L o Lom. ’ﬁﬁOﬁEﬁf}” L ! certify that I am the ____ .
‘,ﬁt}gﬂg : Q@y" (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that s l"wzaw
LBy who signed this agreement was then J:i’ﬁﬂ&‘ﬁ@ﬁﬁ A (President

or Vice—President etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governlng body, and was w1th1n the scope of its corporate
powers..

B
*

Interior—Duplicating Seoéion. Washington, D. C. . 81088






MF-203 - __For Governmenmt's Use Only

Revised March 24, 1955 EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT
‘ . Operator

Docket:. No. DMEA-_,
Contract :No. Idm-E L
Contract Date

'

CONSENT TO LIEN

v

To the United States o‘fﬂAmerica": ' o

Referring to that certain land in the County of 1 ‘EitéhGXI ‘ ‘ }, State.or
North Num PR described as follows:l/ BEGMM at an imn Crons, i‘he south-
west corncy of the Vtm 3-acre treot, cnd ruming north 48 ecst with the southern
1ine of 3584 3scuve treet 250 foet to o stoke in said 14ns; thonce south 200 feet to

a atako; t.heme cout.h 57( weot 250 feat to a s%ake; ﬁheme nows €00 fect to the bo-

B . - . R [
2 N »

which is the'suBJeci ©of+a proposed: exploration project contract; ‘hereinafter. called the "contract,"™
with the- United States of America,ihereinafter called the,"Government " in consideration of the
contract and as-an 1nducement to the’ Government to énter intd’ it, ‘the undersigned hereby--' '

. R P R : i [ . . .

‘A'l. Undertakes and agrees that property 1n.£nich the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may be' dismantled, severed from the, land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in- the contract and the Government s interest and equlty in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned ' '

: ?'2.' Grants‘to the Government'a 1ien upon all of the underSigned s right, title, and
interest 'in ‘the land and upon’ any production of minerals therefrom to sSecure the ‘payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be prov1ded for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that: there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
‘the following 3/

..'3. Undertakes and'agrees neither to commit- any act. nor assert any claim in ‘conflict:
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights

‘under ‘this .Consent to. Lien to.: any subsequent transferee mortgagee, encumbrancer ‘or lessee -of any "

of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land_ and

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words’ "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated -
and recorded in book . page i offioial records of- said county." If'tg);is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed w1th If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.: Y

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no '

obligation to repay the Government. A N ‘

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blami;*i

v

» A
DAY P





4. Consents to all amendments and a551gnments of the contract w1thout notice thereof,
and agrees that 'this Consent to Lien shall extend and applv thereto.

5. Added provision: It 1e W‘a $hot Lamd ond gmr&l cmw m‘ in this |
request for lcan cnd assumes one-half of the oblig:tica soowding 4o 8‘7.95@.@@ eroated

by_the 1isn cmmmm that the amourt of the losm uscd by San K. Vonce, et cl.; shall
use sald loam in o joint mining dporation upen the VYence Fmfere Sroct crd Bho w0 des=

c¥ibed herodn.
Dated this 2nd day of __Novembor , 1953 .
LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY '
[Seal]
: [Seal]
[Seal]'

A Je $.e hoelep ______

A80%e SOOY, . (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that Je vullop
_Byoun who signed this agreement was then’ 1’®Q§i@8@$ (President
or Vlce-President etc.) of said corporatlon that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporatlon by authority of its governing body, and was w1thin the scope of its corporate

powers. -
<:\ \-/:::D:"“"~“% N

certify that I am the

. te b
¥ NS C e —

~ S t

[Corporate Sealj‘:

o .

Interior—Duplicating Seotion, Washingtom, D. C. 81088






MF-203 ‘ For Governmept's Us® Only

Revised March 24, 1955 ' C EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT
Operator
Docket No. DMEA-
Contract No. Idm-E

Contract Date

CONSENT TO LIEN . . +, .

R awv
To the United States of America: IVL‘
' o raw "N% ‘/1')<r;'/<
Referring to that certain land in: the County of __ Mitchell ;. State of
Noith @mﬂm . described as follows:l/ BUGINHING at an ﬂ\?ﬂﬁ aross, the south-

woct corncy gf me ? nee Jeoore tecct; cnd rumning north 48 east with the southern
Une of 84 J«aore Srook 250 foot to o stake in sodd 1ins; thoase south 300 fest to
a etz:kdg thc,erw ‘south. 58 west a&o foet to o stoKe; tacme nom M'Ieee to the be-

Be™ E ,,t,*'

R T
g \“‘,' . e [ . . ",

. ; g
[N ) - ’

which 1s the subJect of-a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract "
with' the United - States ‘of America, hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the
contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to enter 1nto it the undersigned hereby-- "

1. Undertakes and agrees that'property in which the Government may acquire an interest

or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed as may.be ,pro- .

vided in the contract and the Government’s interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land ‘and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage. royalty.on production as may be. provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that ‘there are no claims, liens, -or encumbrances upon the unders1gned'
right, title, or interest in thé land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/ ' :

. V& Undertakes and: agrees neither to commit:any.act nor assert any. claim in cconflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to glve advance notice of the Government's rights
under this:Consent to Lien %o any. subsequent transferee mortgagee,.enoumbrancer, or lessee of any
of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land and

o

1/ Either (a) insertlthe legal desoription of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated ,
and recorded in book . __ page _ official records of said county." If (b) is’
used, the book and page of- recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and. refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government.

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.






¢ Y
- ’ . \

: 4. Consents to'all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof
-and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto

5. "Added provision:

‘use aaid loan 1n a joint min!m i:perauon w:on the Vance 3-»Aore troct and the 13&1:1 dep-

l

‘exdbed hovofhs ' S |
: _ P ‘ _ 1% ,; L
Dated this 2nd da& of ﬁovem | , 1955_.' '
LAD 4P RGO CETNE . o
~[Sea1] | |
: [Seal]
I, 'J’-. L¢ VWheeler ‘ ' | L certify that I am the :
Asst. SGG_?..' (Secretary, etc ) of the corporation named herein; that Je¢ Fuller
Brown who signed this agreement, was then Px'esident, i __ (President.

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporat:.on by authority of its governmg body, and was w1thin the scope of its corporate

S “ f \ R | A Sy KA s i :' , ..~£ R e %‘ o o Eee

[Corporate Seal

powers..

- [] o )‘
Interior——Dup;liqating'Seotion,_Washingtor{, D. C. 81088






Revised March 24, 1955 - EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT
" Operator

Docket No. DMEA-

Contract No. Idm-E

Contract Date

MF-203 : ; . o o ) For Governmept's Use Only

CONSENT TO LIEN

To the United States of America: “r

Referrlng “to that certain land- in the County of Mitchell State of

ooy
PN \"'
,.‘ﬁ N %

North Carolina ' ", described as follows:1/. BEGIMNING st an iron cross, the south-
west corner. ‘of the Vance 3-acre tract, and ruming north L& east with the southern
line of said Bnaord t¥act 250 feet to a stake in said line; thence south 800 feet to
~a stake; thence--sou'bn 58 west 250 feet to a stake; thence norbh 800 feet to the be-
gimning,

e - P FUTERIN
.3 . . -

S, . - R o
) e - .o -

.'_, .o N - . ’
which is the subjee¢ of-a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter,ealled the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby——

1. Undertakes.and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in ‘the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;

2. Grants to‘fhe Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land 'and upon'any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that there ate no claims, liens,- or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/- o

(ionge oS - L LI R S M SRR SRS ST - S S NI = | s s o ton ™)

o

P

Lo T8y Undertakes and: agrees nelther to commltuany agt nor assert’ any ;¢laim ~in - conflict-T

with the provisions of this Consent to Llen and to give advance notice of the Government's rights

wnder :thissConsent to Lien to: any.subsequent~transferee* mortgagee.,encumbranger|~or lessee~of any

of the undersigned's rlght tltle, or interest in the 1and and o

1/ Either (a) insert the legal desoription of the land or (b) strlke out the words “as follows"

~ and insert "in a lease for contract, deed, or other document] dated ,
and recorded in book page official records of said county "OIf (b) is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Mlnlng or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to repay the Government.

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.






4. Consents to all amendments and a551gnments of the contract w1thout notice thereof
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto

5. Added provision: _It is agreed that Land and Mineral Company joins in this

reque r loan snd assumes ene-half of the 6b;igation amowt ing to $7,950,00 created

by the llen CONDITIONED that the amourd of-the loan used by Sam K. Vance, et al., shall

wse said loan in a joint mining #peration-upon the Vance 3-Acre tract and the land des-

cribed herein

Dated this _2%d  4ay or _ November , 1955 .
LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY [sea1l
[Seal]
[Seal]
I, J. L. Wheeler certify that I am the
Asst. Secy. (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that __J. Fuller
_Brown who signed this agreement was then President (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers. -

YL i ) \\ ICorporate Seal] RTTEEE e S S Y S e
T
. .
R e
- [
81088

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. ¢,
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Dated this _2nd day of Novenber ., 1955

LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY [sea1]
[Seal]'
v [seal} .
I, Ja Tia Wheelar - oe~rti'fy that I am the .
-Asst, Seey, _ (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that _J, Fnilep.
Brown who signed this agreement was then _ President (President
or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporatlon by author:.ty of its governmg body, and was w1thin the scope of its corporate
_powers. '~
\».(}\;" 54 = o o ak“" .

[Corpor(qte Seal]

Interior--Duplicating Seotion, Washington, D. C. . ) : 1 ) : 81088






o UNITED STATES :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. .

B DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 4 Bm
RWWW(#”CR‘E’BLDG - . 8EP1 71886

CKNOYUR I E S TENN,

Mr. Ssm K. Vaice, President
Th& Bil‘ch !‘!ilﬂllg cp‘, Inco o ] . .
Pluatrae, ﬂorth Carolina : e - s ‘

| B | B Re: Doeket Ho. DMBA-JISL (Mica)

o - \Avery Goumy,' Sorth Camlim'»
Ihar w. ‘V:-mee: :

Reference is ma.de ’w yaur letter or September 13, con~
eerning t.he denisl of your applieations.l o ‘

o . ﬁeither the Field Examiners nor tha Field 1eau baare the
authority to approve or demy an applicatiom, therefore I am unahle
to give any explanation of the reasons for the demial, with which
‘you say you are not setisfied. I am referring your letter to our
‘W:shington office, as thy may be ahh %0 clarify the situation,

- 8ay X suggsst, however, that the reason for the dcnial

is really contained in the opening sentence of your letter: S
- “We bave made several applications for assistance in our operation -
. of the Birch Mine." DMBA is not authoriced to sesist in the
‘operation or dwelogznnt of ad.nes; our autlm-ity includes onl;
explm-ation. o v

'aimarely yours,

"Robert a. Laurence
Executive Oificer = =~
DMEL Field Team, Region V

RAL/mg |
cc
- Operating Committee (2)...,»#"
Kiilsgaard
‘Lynch -

Shirley -

File






co®y | R RECEIVED
g 9/“/56 o S o ngﬁz ??953

Pluntree ¥ G
September 13 1936

M, Robert A. Lawrence a

rtefense lnerals Ixploration Administratics
Room 13 "Post Office Building -
Knoxville Tennessee.

;, & & K3 AXE @o
ear Mr. Laurenc :

Wie have made severszl applications for zssislance in our operation of toe
Bireh Iiine and so far the officials in Washington have rejected thig in
sach ingtance, claiming that the field men did not give a favorable re-
‘port and that the mine had been exhausted. This property hes been one
of the largest producers of high grade strategic mica in North Ceroling
end ginece there has been only one deposit romoved we cannot wndershznd
hew ony one could determine whether it is cxhausted. e know of several
instences where there has heen considereble assistence given on similiar
projects or mines that have yielded lavge guantitiss of mica.

Ve were assured by . Teague on two occassions that he would recommend
this project. 'R would like to know thevefore why we have been continue-
ously denied help on this operation as we are nob sebisfied with the reascn
given us. L ~

?’2
o4

Thanklng you for a raply, we

Very truly yours,

THE BIRCH MINIWG COMPANY, Inc

/s/ Sam K. Vancs
Pregident.

Sem K Vance/fvv






S | 4 ‘ Docket' Copy

. R S . e SW
~ UNITED STATES o Ao
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -

' DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM(NISTRATION ) : ‘ ‘

- WASHlNGTON 25, D. C 600

'_ JUNZ 0 1958_ '

Rn th.mzm-mu o
- Doekst o, DMEA-4154 ~ Miea
Bireh Mining cm In.
Birek Nine :
,mw»u County, North Caralina
_Dear Nr. Ymt .

. mmnmwmhtmumn,zm
,Wummwwmx,m%,mmmuum
fwammmmmmmmum .

mmutuswmmmmmnm.w
meetion on February 27, and that you do net know of any revesca
for ocur latest letter simes youm have nst recently asked fox
assistance. OQur reserds shew that on Pebrwsry 27, 195, you were
advised that your applicetion fer exploration sssistawnes received
in 3his offiee oa Pedrwary 2, 1956, was being referred to the
'f10l4 for a pesaible examinxtion. Owr letter of Jume 1, 1956.
mﬂ»hnfmmtom-tppnuuu

’ : !ummmumtmmmwormum
amx,mmummm‘mmam
your property to Justify Governmeat participation, ant thet yow
awtmmaumlm»mmmmum
mmmmmmumm :

!mm&:knmﬁudhamtfomﬁmw
,um on thres differeat cesasions, cesh examinetieon resulting in
‘& denial of your application. Owr deuisls were dased wpom the
information available semcorning yeur preperty. This information
indiested that She productive petembial of yeur property was about -
sxhavsted, vith possibly caly umseomomical concentratioms of mica
remaining, chiefiy localized arcwsd old stopes. Tus, yowr
_ property appeers $o lask target areas of suffisient promise for
- fimding additienal mioe reserves to mrmt Government mticip—
tioutnﬂnwwmt

numﬁammnmmmdmu, |
.1956, fermmmnsanotmmnuun,ummm '

o






you bave expended somsiderabls mcwey in rebabilitating tbe old

- workings on yowr property, sush work having been prosecuted

primerily for mining or preparatien for mining. Rowever, wdey

our regulations, explovation funds ars met available for thet

- parpese, Usder the ¢ircwmstances we fesl that your

propesed
program would mot result im msking a sigaifisant diseovery of
- mica axd sonsequently ewr dendel of your applieatiom {» re-
affirmed, - R s S
- Simesvely yowrs,
’Itll.luuwonwi‘(ﬂ‘gf%fukf
.\”; ;

| Mmum

FEJohnson:EGHouk :gad 6/19/56
Copy to: Admr. R. File -
. Docket (2). , '
Field Team, Region V
 Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk ,
Mr. Johnson





Docket Copy

 UNITED STATES %:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR- ' -

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 600 <

Mr. Sem K. Vance _ -

President, Birch Mining ‘

- Company, Inc. ‘ .
‘Plumtree, North Carollna, S L S
- S coe " Re: Docket No. DMEA-3481-Mica -

' Docket No, DMEA-4154~Mica

- Birch Mining. Company, Inc.
- " Birch Mine SRS
: : Mitchell County, North Carolina"
Dear N& Vance. , ‘

: Reference is made to your letter of .June ll 1956
requesting reconsideration of the denial of the third explora- ‘
tion assistance application on the Birch Mine. There have been

_ - three field examinations, three denials, and two reconsiderations
| s . of denial. Since the Birch Mine has been the subject of consider-
j - - able field and office study there does not, in our opinion, exist
' sufficient basis in the way of new information for reconsidera-
A tion of the latest denial., Therefore, I must advise you that the |
‘ 'denial of your application is reaffirmed

- . Qur records show that on February 27, 1956, you vere
v.advised that your application was being referred to the field .
- for possible examination. We note your information on the past -
. production of the Birch Mine, the character of the deposits in
. the vicinity, and your speculation of the possible existence of
~ other mica veins nearby. We realize your company has spent con-
' siderable money in rehabilitating the old workings but know of
no similar work authorized under the DMEA Program BRI

Sincerely yours,

‘ IR "~ Administrator
. _LGHouk zgad 6/15/56
.Copy to: Admr, R. File
. Docket (2) A o
- Field Team, Region V =~
Mr, Kiilsgaard, 5222

s Mr. Dietrich, 3061 A
" Mr, Houk - :






Plumtree, N. C.
June 11 1956

RECEIVED

JUN 141956

United States Department of The Interior
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Washington 25, D. C.

Atten: Mr. C. O. Mittendorf.

Re: Docket No., DMEA-4154-Mica
Birch Mining Company, Inc
Birch Mine

Mitchell County North Carolina.

Dear Mr, Mittendorf:

We are in receipt of your letter of June lst advising us that you were
again denying assistance in the development of the above project. You

had already advised us of this action on February 27th and we do not know
the reason for your latest letter as we had not asked recently for assis-- .
tance,

In the third paragraph of your letter you state that information indicates
that there is not sufficient promise of mica to jusfify government partici-<
pation. Frankly, we do not understand how this conclusion could be arrived
at as during the period from-1943 to 1948 this mine produced more strategic
mica in volume than any other mine we know of. While the government records
might not verify this the majority of this mica was mined after Colonial -
Mica Corp. discontinued the purchase of non-ruby mica and it was sold to-
private concerns, and since there has been only one drift located we feel
reasonably sure that there should be one or two more if these deposits hold
true to the Charles Ridge, Landers and others nearby, which have yielded.
considerable gnantities of mica on different levels or deposits. The Birch-
mine has been worked to an approximate depth of 900 feet only and the '
Charles Ridge Mine which is nearby is again producing large quantigies of
strategic mica at 1150 feet, therefore, we feel that there is a possibility
that this mine will do likewise.

Wb have spent considerable money and time on our own to develop this property
while similiar properties in this section have had government participation,
We now have in our possesion a properly executed Consent To Lien from Land

& Mineral Company and we'would be pleased t o have you reconsider this appli-
cation,

Thanking you for a reply, we’are
THE B

ING COMP. /J“Wé

Sam K Vance/wv ‘ President






RO L il o

T e * DOCKET COPY o
" UNITED STATES Y |

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W -

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 600 de f"'é |

Mr. A&m X. Vance, ‘Prasiﬂm.‘ )
Birch Mining Company, Ine.
Plumtree, Forth Carolimm

" Re: Doeket No., DMEA-4{154-miea -
Birch Mining Company, Ine.
Birch Mine . :
‘Mitehell County, Norxth Carolina

M Mr. Yaneeﬁs‘

: . Your applmﬂm Tor a:td for an exploration project and
other reports available to us in Washimgion relating to the sabject
property have been reviewed. o _ ‘

Projects approved by the Defemse Mimerals Explorationm :
Administration must, in its judzment, show definite promise ef yleld-
ing materials of aceepiable grade in quantities that will significently
. improve the mineral supply position for the Ratiomal Defense Program.

Careful study of sll ocur informaticm indieates 1o us that
the probebility of disclosing significamt reserves of mica is not
sufficiently promising to justify Government participation. We regret
40 sdvise you, under itkese eircumstances, that your epplication for

' axploration assistance is demied. B ‘

: " We wish to thankyfm torymmu;uf.inthaﬁefem Minerals
Progran and for bringing your properiy to our sttention.

~ Sincerely yours, .
N N . . ‘ / v‘;; :\
" G. 0. Mittendor}: \;,-‘/g,,

S | Administrator
"WCAnderson:ms 5/31/56 R
Copy to: Docket ‘

Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
. Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
' Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk S
- Mr. Anderson
Admr. R, File






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 600

May 31, 1956

Memorandum
To: Administrator
From: ., Nommetallic Minerals Division.JbA

Subject: Evaluation of Application and Field Examination Report
Docket No. DMBEA-415/-mica
Birch Mining Company
(Sam and Vivian Vance)
The Birch Mine
Mitchell County, North Carolina

Denial of application is recommended

Mica: Rum~colored, some up to 4 to 6 inches wide. Small mica is
abundant. Generally ruled and bent, some is flat and clear.

Pegmatite: '
Two large irregular, lenticular pegmatites, 10 to 20 feet
thick, aligned nearly due south and dipping about 27°,
Upper one thins out at 300 feet, lower(displaced downward
10 feet in vertical height) at same direction and dip,
probably extends 920 feet from adit portal, since workings
extend that far, accessible portion being 485 feet from
adit portal. Pegmatite thins outward from the pipe-like
mass. Conformable to the enclosing biotite schist and
hornblende gneiss.

014 Workings:

- 100~-foot shaft and 920 feet of incline accessible for 485

feet and caved old stopes.

Past Production:
About $532,000.00 worth of mica since beginning of World
War II. '

Applicants!' Proposal:
Lateral drifting from the muck filled end of the upper
pegmatite, and at the 181 foot point in stoped area for
distance of 50 feet to the northeast.

Comments:
Field Team reports low recovery of mica from present mining
operations. It appears that the high concentrations of mica
in this deposit have been exhausted. Appliqgnts' proposed
lateral drifting is in the direction of thining of pegmatite
and looks like development rather than exploration.






Recommendation:
‘ The Nonmetallic Minerals Division concurs in the Field Team
recommendation to deny the application. The Commodity
Members of the Bureau of Mines and the Geological Survey

Wpttle & Lnstreo~

Walter C. Anderson
Normetallic Minerals Division






UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 25, 1956

Memorandum

Tos : Nonmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: W. F, Dietrich, Chief
. Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials

Subjects DMEA-L15k (mica)
Applicant: Birch Miﬁing éo.

Neme and Iocation of Property: Birch Mine , Mitchell Co., N. C.

Date of Field Team Report: 3/27/56

Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 5/21/56

~ Field Team Recoinmendation: Recommend denial. of the application.
Comments 3

1. The proposed work is in the realm of mining rather
than exploration.

2., It is not likely that the pegmatite will thicken
down the plunge. ‘ A

Recommendation: I concur with the field team's recommendation.

[ 78Tl

W. Fo. Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 23, 1956 .

Re: DMEA h15h’
_ Birch Mining Co.
The Birch Mine
Mitchell Co., N. C.
$9,000.00 - Mica i
Memorandum )

To: L. G, Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: ~ N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Team report.

In an incomplete application the applicant requested
assistance in drifting 200 feet, 100 feet to the left and 100 feet
to the right, from a heading in an 0ld mine from which a large
quantity of mica has been taken and in another part of which mica
mining is in progress.

The applicant proposes to work from 2 points in a 920~
foot incline which probably followed a mica-bearing ‘roll.! The
lower part of the incline, from 485 feet down, is filled with muck
and water. r

As proposed the applicant would probably mine off the
incline rather than do exploratory work, but if by chance there
is a parallel plunging roll within the 100-foot reach of- the pro-
posed drifts, the roll would be discovered. Presumedly.the
examiners consider the existence of such a parallel roll improbable
here, but likely at the Little Rey property, DMEA 392k, Idm-E882,

I concur with the recommendation of examiners and the
Field Team that the application be denied.

N. E. Nelson

. . . IN REPLY REFER TO:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECENTD

PIfYY O A mape
AVE 4753





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
EEZ 18 FO3Y CAFICE BLEE.

KOS &, TR, S
May 15, 1956
Memorandum
To: Operating Committee, DMEA, Washington, D. C.
From: Field Team, DMEA, Region V, Knoxville, Tennessee

-
Subject: Field Examination Report - DMEA%@SL;
Birch Mining Company, Inc., Plumtree, N. C.
Birch Mine (mica), Mitchell County, North Carolina
Transmitted are the original and three copies of the
subject report. The Field Team agrees with the Field Examiners!

recomendation for denial.

A, R. Taylor, Geologist
U, S. Geological Survey

Enclosures b

Revieswed by
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTER

$-2/-5¢

(date)






UNITED STATES A
DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR HAY 1 719 55

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT
REGION V

On

DMEA=L15Sh, BIRCH MINE (mice)
Mitchell County, N. C.

By

A. R. Teylor and S. C. Bergman, Geologists
U, S. Geological Swrvey

and
A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer
U, S, Bureau of Mines

March 27, 1956 Reviewed by
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE

S-2/-5¢

(date)






FXAMINATION .REPORT BY FIELD TEAM
REGION V¥

DMiZh=b1Sh, -BIRCH MICA MINE (id.ca)
“Mitchell County, North Carolina

Applicant: Birch Mining Company, Inc., Sem K. and Vivien Venee,
Plumtree, North Carolina ‘

Summary

T he accessible por‘é;i@ns of the mine extend L85 £t down an irregular

-14° t0-37° inclines Two large, lenticular pegmatites have been mined

extensively. The recoyery of muscovite from mining operatiomms in progress
is very low, The indicated potential for lateral wark is poor. FProposed
lateral work in the stoped areas is mining and development in a directiom
that indicates a lack of continuity or a thinmning. It is recommended that
the application be denieds ‘ ‘

Introduction

Location and Facilities

e Bireh Mine is 3 miles northwest of Spéar; Mitchell County, M. C.
It 18 33 airline miles N 69° W from Plumtree, N. C, (Carvers Gap, N. Co=
Tenn. 'NAQ@&@.‘, 208 SE, 1/21,,000),

_ Faeilities present are a tool and hoist house, a compressor, drill,

sccessory equipment, and a mine car.
Hyamination

T he mine was examined March 27, 1956 in the company of Mr, Sem Vence
end Sam Odom., Three end one=half hoursg were spent in the examination.
History | |

The Birch Mine hals been worked intermittently since 1900, The first
kmown work wés performed at the surface in a pipe=lilke mica shoot whichk

. \ _
plunged about 25° southward into the hillside. A shaft (Steven Green) was





.smnk, and worked later during and after World War I, Itvis filled nowe
In 1920 the 100=foot shaft was worked until the pegmatite pinched to 10w
inches in thickness. In 1942 an adit was started, and stopped, in favor
of the old shaft. Ira Vance, Jack Keller, and John Ellis, found that the
pegmatite thickened downward and contained a rich mica zne. Operationg
were continued by Ira Vance and W. S. Flynt until 1947. Sales made to the
Colonial Mica Corporation in World Wer II amounted to $271,77L.38. Since
19Lly, according to Flynt, about $260,000 worth has been sold, (DlEA=3481,
‘Birch Mine, Exam, Report, Oct. 6, 1S54 : Also Blue Ridge, unpublished

Manuscripb, J. C. O}sen, UuSeGeSe)e

Geology

Present Workings

An inclined adit with itsvpgrtal 75 £t back into the hill from the
old portal,; extends L85 ft down to mu@k‘and water, (the applicant shows the
incline to be 920 ft in length). The proposed work at one place puts the
work only 30 £t inside the improperly described areaat itgs northern end, and
~ the other area is cpmpletely off the area showm in the legal descripticns
It is on the Vance Propsrty.

The incline is narrow, about b f£¢ wide énd.S 1/2 £t in height,
timbered for the firét 50 £t. Thereafter, it widens into several large
stopes, 2- to 30 £& high, and up to 4O ft wide, The stopes are exctensively
backfilled. A base line down the center of the track in the haulageway,

reading from the portal, is as follows:





Incline . Incline Approximately. Horiz,
Station Angle - Directicn Diste Fho Diste Et.
0w 25 =200  § 250y 25 2l
25-85  -19° sko°w 63 5
- =30° o 25 -~ 22
88-11.3 30°  $38° W BT 22
113-138 =250 5250 Yy 25 22
’ . ¥i 2 7
138160 -250  §33° W 22 . 60 20
160-200 -1);° s 40 38
200-236 =1° S, 59E 36 35, »
236=273 250  530°8E 37 35 s
213333 -3° 5220 60 7 gl 558
333-378 =379 S25°E L5 g 36
Turn off at 353' point--incline "B* (end main incline)
0=30 ‘low S 30017 ;o | 30 A/éj(
30-80 «22° s510°% - 50 W1 g1
{
- v 22,
L) . - 60 o ) P - N O f
(water at 135 foot point) ;2;%7§ ul

v

At station 300, the upper pegmatite tails out, and another lower
pegmatite lens comes in sbout 10 £t lower verticallye

Astoped area exists at station 115 in cline "BY., It trends 25 ft

‘N 30°E at - 20° This area on both sides of the incline is being mined

at presente

socation of Applicant‘s.PrQQosedzWOrk
The applicant proposes work at the 378~f% point in the muck=filled end
of the main incline, and at the 181=f% point in.a stoped area about 50 £%

in width northeast of the incline,





generally of a steeply dipping hanging well., Iining up or down dip will

Pegmatite « Country Rock = Muscovite

Two lenticular pegmatites have been cut through and mined out to a
large extent, | |

T he lower pegmatite, ab the 378-f% point is 8 feet thick and is
composed of disseminated smell gquarts and oligeclase crystals up té he ox 6»
in width, The henging wall strikes N 35° E and dips 30° SE, while the
footwall strikes N L0° E and dips 559 SEe Seven rum colored muscovite
crystals, b to 6 inches wide, occur in a 5-ft sguare section. Muscovite
here is generally ruled and bent, however, Someris flat and elear, Small
miscovite is abundant, 'Grystals of muscovite in a pillar at the 353-7%
station ére aligned with the pitéh‘of the body, and are 2 ft x 1l ft x L in.,
in thickness. The immediate viéinity has been stoped and slabbsd.,

‘At the 181-£t point, the other location pr@p@sed.by the applicant,
a large area>50 £t x 15 £t exposes & graphic to coarse textured pegmatite
8 £% thick and barren of strategic muscovite. It is composed of about 15%
pink, potash feldspar, hO% soda f@ldspargiho% quarts and 5% small (1)
disseminated muscovite. Other minerals reported as present (Olson, Blue
Ridge Man,) include garnet, amatlt@, epidote, and thulite.

Olson (Birch Mica Mine, 1943) believes the two pegmatites to.ba
large ( 10 to 20 fé&&t thick), irrégular lenses aliéned,nearly due south and
pitehing downward about 27° from the hdrizontal.‘.H@ fomnd that.where the
hanging well had a shallowhdip and the footwall 2 steep dip, as at the 378~

£t point, the body would thicken down the plunge, but the opposite was true

probably discleose the thinning of thé pegmatite outward from the pipe=like





mass followed in mining.

The pegmatites are conformable to the country rock, a bilotite schist

and hornblende gneiss., The gn@isa has been altered to bictite schist in a
leinch to 5 feet zone adjacent to the pegmatite. The foliation curves from
N 30° E on the south to N 60 to 70° E at the northern end of the mine, and
dips from 30° SE to vertical (average 60°) (Olson, l9h3),
Conclusions

This mine is operating from the hBS ft poiét. Several large areas
indicating the irregular nature of the lenticular pegmatites ekist along
the incline., Work proposed by the applicant is in the realm of mining,
Although the pegmatite may thicken down the plunge, it is probable that it

will thin laterally (the direction the applicant proposes)e It is rmmmmr

recommended that the epplication be denied.

References:

1, Olson, J. Ce, Blue Ridge Manuscript (unpublished)
2o Olsony, J. C., 1943, The Birch lNica Mine (USGS open file
3o DMiEA=3h81, Birch Mine (mica) Bxemination Report, Octe 6, 195l

A. R, Taylor and S. C. Bergman, Geologists
U. S. Geological Survey

and

A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer
U. S. Bureau of Mines





| ‘ | R . " DOCKET GOPY
 UNITED STATES etz
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 600

Br. Robert A. laureuce =
Erecutive Officer, DREA : FEB 2 7 1956
Pield Teem, Rogion ¥
Room 13, Post Office Mlding ,
Imille,z,ﬁmm S R o
. - - Bes  Becket No. IMEA~415i-Mica
. Birch Mining m Ine.
Birch Mine
Michell Gamty, loerth &rolm

m& Laurences .
o lerwiw&cnbj«tmliuﬁmmﬂmfora
.fhldmmimitmmﬁmm

 Copies of somoranda dateé !ahuu‘y ’7, 1956, br Me, W. ¥,
ﬂiﬁirich,maﬂdﬁ‘.? P. WMW,MMMW '
Project are enclased.

‘ mm1.umamm¢nmsmgmm
inoline and the applicant's prepesed driftimg. A oareful eheck =
should be made to asceriain wheihwr the imelime and the 200 feet of
proposed drifting are eomiained within the boundaries of the leased
srea. Br2less additiensl Iamd is acquired, it appears the tar mu '
not sufficiently Ime to werpsnt the Witm of $9000,00 for

zmrm@remruu

Ifseentnsthnam&n&.amﬂmtwumm'
umm,mmuwummmuma&mm»
"WSWtiammm

simul,y ym, o

y Geoi‘ge C. Selfrsdgﬂ
C ' Ghim, ﬁgmﬁuwtm@
Approved: ‘
/8/ Robert W. Geehan S
' Momber, Buresu of Mimes '_ WCAhderson:ms 2/21/56
" 7Tnor H. Kiilsgaard Copy to: Admr. R, File ,
' — Q}(_ﬁ) ~ 1“Docket
Nember, mmml Survey | Operating GCommittee
L o Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Bsclosures: 5 ... Mr. Dietrich, 3061

’Mr. Andersdn }
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. "UNITED STATES S

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
" DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
 WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 600

| . S e . . DOGKET COPY

' "?EB_ 2% 1856

¥, Sem X. Vance, President
Birch Mining Company, Ine,
- Re: Bocket Fo. !ll&qﬁlﬁkéﬂlct
Bireh lﬁtim W’ Wi o
Bireh ¥ige ‘
Nitohell Comnty, Nerth Qarolina

Dear Mr. Vanes:

o Your applicatiom for assistanece im explering the subject '
property has been reviewed by the Nernmetallie¢ Minerals Division of the
Defenss Minerels Exploratiop Administratiom and hag beem referred to
¥r. Robert A. Iauremce, Executive Officer, DMEA Pield Teem, Regien ¥,

- Room 13, Post Office Bullding, Xnexville, 2, Temmesses, for W
conaideration ard possibly a field amimtiou.

‘mmmle:fmwiumtmatumlya.uu
ar examiration is to be made. Any assistanoe you may give the membars
of ihe Field Team during the examinmation will de appmeiam :

Rmrmmwmm«mwmhn, plmhamiud
that it is wnaecceptable beesuse of the added provision under peregraph 5.
In the evert a project can be approved, befors a contract ean be exscuted,
&tullhmmhammganWmtteLienm‘.mmehmgoa
or added pxevilionc. v

‘ ﬁmuly jrw’s,
, @3 4 Q" _mlimnd@.;'f {4 'if'f*\ﬁ\ '
A ‘ e
. Adminigtrator

WCAnderson:ms 2/21/56
. Copy to: Admr. R. File

: J/Docket
Operating Committee
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk ‘
Mr. Anderson - -

'FleldTeam,ReglonV - e N\






UNITED STATES | RECEIVED -
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR '
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY FEB = 81955

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

February T, 1956

 1‘0‘: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploratien. Administration

 From:  W. P. Williems, U. S. Geological Survey

Sub.jecti Review of ap’pliéé.ﬁion, DMEA 4154, Birch Mining Company,
Inc., Plumtree, North Carolinsa.

In a brief and incomplete application the spplicant
proposes to explore for mica by mgang of 200 feet of drifting at
an estimated total cost of $9,000.00.

From a mates and botmds description the property is an
elongate tract that contains It to 5 acres. The site of the work
would be an old mine known as the Birch mine.

The following items are inissing from the application:

(1) An adequate description of the land which tells
where_the property is located.

(2) A copy of a lease or other document under which
the property is controlled.

(3) A description of past mining operatians on the
property, including production and known reserves.

(k) A sketch showing the old workings, and. the new
proposed work.

(5) A breakdown of the estimated costs of the proposed
work.

Perhaps the applicant should be asked to provide more
information about his application. The altermative is to refer the
application to the Field Team who could obtain the additional
information in the course of field examination of the property.

. | . &/ Pa) e nrmna

W. P. Williams

. . . . IN REPLY REFER TO:
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - FEB =~ 81956

RECEIVED

February 7, 1956

/,
Memorand\m‘/
To: - Nommetallic Minerals Division

Defgnse Minerals Exploration Administration
From: Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials
Subject: IMEA-bL5h (Mica) o
Applicant: Birch Mining Co., Inc. (S. & V. Vance)

Fame and Location of Propertlz' The Birch Mine, ___» k.c.

Date Agplication Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 2/6/56
Comments 2 . _ . '
1. No date availeble in this office on this property.
2. Although it would be desirable for the applicant
to furnish more complete informetion, it appears that a visit by
an examiner would furnish more useful data.

Reconmendation:

It is recammended that the field team visit this mine when
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. -
If so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan
of exploration on a unit-cost basis.

W, &, Dot

W. F. Dietrich





February 6, 1956
Sub jecPMEA=U1IS], |
Re: Exploration Assistance

Birch Mine
Birch Mining Company Inc. ' :
Plumtree; North Carolina
Gentlemens | |
‘The receipt of yoﬁr application datedaMAry 30: 1956,
for exploration assistanceAunder the Defense Prodqction Act of 1950,
as amended, is hereby acknowledged. |
“ Your application has been as-sigr.xed Docket qube?mwh
and referred to theNormetallic Minerals Division,
‘ Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your

applicatibn by this docket number.

Sincergly yours,

Robert E. Adams, Chief
Operations Control -and
Statistics Division

60922






Plumtree, North Carolina
January 30 1956.

Mr. Lawerence HoukV/ ‘
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Washington 25, D. C.

~

Dear Mr. Houk:

As per our telephone conversation a few days ago, we enclose
herewith a new application for loan on Exploration of Birch Mine,
located in Avery County. We also enclose a revised lease on the
part of this mine which is owned by Land & Mineral Company. We
do not believe that another Consent to Lien is necessary as all
exploration which this loan would cover would be on the lands of
Land & Mineral Company, due to the fact that work would begin at
the old heading of the mine which is on their property.

Trusting that we may hear from you favorably on this matter, we
are

Very truly yours,

THE BIRCH MINING COMPANY.
Per (;o'q;v:,) \Uf/\r;(l,vxj WMW‘

Secretary
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(Revigﬁggﬁ 1952) UNITE‘TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I IOR Rg’gﬁ B e No. 42-R1035.2.
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION S

r ‘X/{ . . o
. | o | FEB ~ 2 1956

Not to be filled in by applicant

~ APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN ‘ - —~ .
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO - ﬁi‘iﬁftofim;;fm f=_z_-4--::_ -5'3‘

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE A N
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Costéf---? .M@-—Q _____

Participation (Government %) —.—ooeeeeeeeeo .

INSTRUCTIONS \

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your

mailing address: ... Sam K Vance __and Mrs Vivian Vance e {Sam-K Vance,Presy------- S
(Mrs.--Vivian Vance--Sec—-—
Birch Mining Company. Inc {Mr,.L-Aldridge--Vice-Pres

: Plumtree N _Carolina {1\’-’!-‘»-3---045.01&-,—-31’638{11"6 -
(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, ete., and the name of the State

in which incorporated or otherwise organized. . . all of Plumtree
(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. NC
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof:

8. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project ¢ontract ... Beginning at_an_iron cross,the southwest .. .
corner. of the Vance 3-acre itract,and running north 48 east with the. southern line of said
3 .acre tract 250 feet to .a. si:a.ke -in said linejthence south 800 feet ta. a.-.stake.,thence. ........
sauth 58 faet west 250 feet to a _stskejthence north 800 feet ta the beginning.

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. The Birgh Mine
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise
______________ lessee

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this apphcatlon a copy of the lease, contract or other document under which
you control the property. .

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(c¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, dlstances to shipping, supply and residence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power, ' J6—60551-1 -





v . v

o . T
5. The éxplomtion project';_'.('a) te the mineral or minerals for which you explore S

gh‘ § 3
(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.

(c) The work will start within .38 days and be completed w1thm b o ﬁn‘mﬁﬁs from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating expenence and background of the applicant with relation to the" ablhty to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operatlons W Sﬁ‘ﬁi W

6. Estimate of costs. ——-Furmsh a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. . Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etec.).

(b) Labor, supermswn, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering .and geological consultants. R

(c) Operating materials ‘and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including 1tems of equlpment costmg less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel. '

(d) Opemtmg equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operatmg equlpment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and ‘will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated. rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e)- Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary 1n1tlal rehabilitation or repairs
of ex1st1ng buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(k) Contingencies—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

NoTE—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be 1nc1uded in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your shaze of the cost of the proposed prOJect in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? .

(b) How do your propose to furmsh your share of the. costs" S e = ' O e

l{

Explain in detail on acompanying paper

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf. and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief. ’

Jan 30 1956

Dated ' , 195

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK 16—66551—~1

< 'Money I:l Use of equlpmentownedby you D -Other v ool e s
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(b) e propose to drift e total of 050 fest at the heading of this mdne.

e would ke to dpift 100 fect to the laft of )4 works in heading,

and 100 feet 4n wiatcver ssesad most logical op ab directicn of engls -

' Besre. . _ ;

How 6 .
Cstizate of costt 00 feet ab [hS per foot  £9000,00






NORTH CAROLINA ' , .

IBUNCOMBE COUNTY OF MITCHELL

THIS AGREEMENT made the___ 2nd__day of_Oci;nhe. L, 19__55_,
between the LAND & MINERAL COMPANY, a corporatlon organized pursuant to the laws of the Stote

of Delaware, hereinafter sometimes designated as "Lessor porty of the first part and,

Sam K. Vance and wife, Vivian Vance

of Avery Countv, N, C.

heremofter sometimes designated as ‘‘Lessee,”
(This desugnohon shall include the respective parties, whether one or more, individual or corporate, and

their respective successors in interest or assigns), party of the second part:

WITNESSETH

That the said Lessor, for and iniconsideration of the premises and of the sum of One Dollar paid
said Lessor by Lessee, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, and of the undertakings and cgreemven‘ts
hereinafter set forth and stated to be kept and performed by the Lessee, has leased and granted, and by
these presents does lease and grant unto the Lessee the sole and exclusive right and privilege of digging,

boring and otherwise prospecting for, and mining mica, including scrap, sheet and punch mica, and

\a&ulmvd-vv

- all mlnerals commonly found in a?VH e S A : and

to remove the same from the following described tract or tracts of land situate in the State of

North Carolina - | _, County of__Mit.chell _',
ond bounded and more particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron cross, the southwest corner
| of the Vance 3-acre tract, and running north 48veast
with the southern line of said 3-acre tract 250 feet
‘t;/a stake in said line; thence south 800 feet to a

stake; thence south 58 west 250 feet to a stake;

thence north 800 feet to the beginning.

Lessee for and during the term of/%%d&g@prs next ensuing from the 2nd day of
October . 19_.55,

1. The Lessee covenants and dgrees to pay to the Lessor on the 10th day of_each month, the fol-
lowing royalties:

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises for the purpose§ aforesaid only, unto the said

(a) Scrap mica—a sum equal to. 1/3 of the then preyoiling market price.
(b) Sheet and punch mica~—a sum equal to 1/8 of the then prévoiling market price.
(c) Feldspar—a sum equal to___50¢ ! per ton of _ 22L0 | pounds.
L (d) All other minerals—a sum 'e'quc:l to_ 1/8 of the then prevailing market price,
(e) No mica to be sold in"block form, except to Ceneral Services
Administration.

mined and removed from said premises pursuant to the provnsmns of this lease during the month
immediately preceding said dates of payments, which payments shall be made to the Lessor at
its office in Biltmore, North Carolina, or to its duly designated agent, for that purpose,

Arthur Buchanan - Jr , in complete settlement of any and all
royalties due the Lessor for minerals mined and removed during the preceding month and each
remittance of royalty payments herein specified shall be accompanied by an accurate statement
or invoice and/or weight ticket, showing the amount, grade, qualification and weight of the
mica and other minerals upon which said payments are based, together with such other inform-

ation as may be incident to the mining, sale and shipment of said mica.
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17. It is agreed that during the continuation this lease, or any extension thereof, the Lessor or its
assigns shall:have the refusal of and the rlght and option to purchase all mica mined and pro-
duced by the Lessee from the land and premises hereinabove described. Such purchase to be at
the prevailing market price.

18. It is agreed that the acceptance of royalty by the Lessor under the provisions of this lease is to
to be a credit in behalf of the Lessee but is not to be taken or considered as a waiver for any
damages Lessor may be entitled to recover from Lessee for any breach or breaches that Lessee
may make in any duty or covenant expressed or reosonably implied in this lease or as an estoppel
against Lessor in this respect. Nothing contained in this lease is intended to, nor shall it abridge
or in any way modify the Lessor’s right or rights in or to any action for the non-performonce of
the covenants of this lease.

19. It is agreed that this lease shall not be transferred, assigned or sub-let either in whole or in part
by the Lessee without the prior written consent of the Lessor and no right or privilege of the Les-
see hereunder can be transferred, assigned or sub-let by Lessee without such written consent of
Lessor first had and obtained.

20. Lessee agrees that the Lessor shall in no sense or in any way be held liable for any operations
under this lease, and in no event and under no circumstances shall Lessor be held liable for any
debt, tort or other liability of the Lessee, his agents, workmen or employees and Lessee further
agrees to at all times indemnify and save harmless said Lessor of any claim and demand of what-
soever kind and nature predicated in any manner on, such operations under this lease and Lessée
further agrees to carry adequate insurance of all kinds to so indemnify said Lessor.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be duly and properly
executed as of the day and year first above written.

LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY

ATTEST- . M//ﬁ,&zﬂ/é@v %/@}Q

Agen Prosakent
Secretre
UMMM \SSW (SEAL)

%

NORTH CAROLINA |
ERKICOKBEXCOUNTY  OF MITCHELL ‘ ' , -

I, a Notary Public of said State and County, certify that_Agthur Buchanan, Jr., Agent ‘

personally came before me this day and acknowledgedﬁﬁﬁ}?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ ?ﬁ/qf/

fore501n§M1nstrument or

RPN WWWWWWWNWWWWWWWWWWW%WMWWWWWWWW
PRIBIRASLIS ) 1/ PIEPTS FIF IR KT STILIT IR PRI Y SR 11175

ﬁ#ﬂ%MVﬂVf?7/##ﬁﬁf¢¢/¢#V¢W¥%¥V%%%%%%%%%ff7/¥///%%%%%%%%f%%%%%%%%%??f%?f

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal, th the day J;muar'y , 19_56

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:

_4ﬁlarl,4{f/<}i5=2f

NORTH CAROLINA
BUNCOMBE COUNTY OF MITCHELL

do hereby certify that_Sam K. Vance and_nuie,_,L___personoﬁy oppeared before me this doy and 1

acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing instrument.

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seol thig 0 : , 1956 .

2> NOTARY PUBLIC ]
My commission expires:

Lt 15 /95C






STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF BUKZDXABEX MITCHLALL

LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY . . ’
To RECEIVED
FEB = 21955

Sam K. Vance and wife,
Vivian Vance

LEASE

| sk
Filed for registration on the

day of D—‘l/%'- .
19.Ck , af & 3¢ o'clock o~ M., and

registered in the Office of The Register of

Deeds for

County, North Carolina in Bodk_*gl_J_

Pagem_. v
A

! Register of Deeds for

Dadhass ¢
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR =~ RECEIVED
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION ~~ ~ SEP 1 71956
ROURFRINGERNPRBEBLDG. -
B A 1Y :
September 1k, 1956

br. Sam K. Vance, President
The Birch Mirdng @c,, Ime. S . .
Pluntres, North Caxolina - R o
. " Re: Dosket No. DMEA-L1SH (Mica)
o . Avery County, YNewth Carolioe

Jear Hr. Vanee: : o

. Rarm‘umwmutmo:mn,mm
corniyg the dental of your applications. o

' Keither the Field Exsminers nor the Field Team have the
- authority to approve or deny an wpplication, therefore I ss wnable
to give any explanation of the reasons for the dentsl, with which
~ Jou say you are not satisfied. I am referring your letter to our
weshington office, as they may be able 3o clarify the situation. .

- May 1 suggest, bowsver, that the reason foxr the denial
is really contained in the cpening ssntence of your lettar:
"'@mmmammum‘mrmmmmm
- of the Birch line.* DMEA is not suthorized 1o assist in the
operetion or development of mines; our awthority includes only

 Robert A. laureacs
Exsoutive Officer
DMEA Field Team, Region V.

ce S
Operating Committee (2)— = =
Kiilsgaard =~ '
Shirley

File






corPY . ' : : o .
mg 9/14/56 o ‘ SEF 17 1956
Plumtree N C

 September 13 1956

Mr. Robert A. Laurence : ' ‘
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Room 13 Post Office Building :
Knoxville Tennessee. .

Dear Mr. Laurence:

We have made several applications for assistance in our operation of the
Birch Mine and so far the officials in Washington have rejected this in
each instance, claiming that the field men did not give a favorable re-
port and that the mine had been exhausted. This property has been one
of the largest producers of high grade strategic mica in North Carolina
and since there has been only one deposit removed we cannot understand
how any one could determine whether it is exhausted. We know of several
instances where there has been considerable assistance given on similiar
projects or mines that have yielded large quantities of miea. ;

We were assured by Mr. Teague on two occassions that he 4.would recommend

this project. We would like to know therefore why we have been continu-

. ously denied help on this operation as we are not.satisfied with the reason
- given us. . . - .

‘Thanking you for a reply, we are

Vexfy’ truly yours,
THE BIRCH MINING COMPANY, Inc

/s/ Sem K. Vance
President. :

Sam K Va.nce/vv ‘
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‘l' : Plunf®Tee, N.C.
_JUNE 14, 1956 e 11, 1956

United Stateé Department of The Interior
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Washington, 25,D. C.

Atten: Mr. C. O. Mittendorf

Re: Docket No, DMEA-4154-Mica
Birch Miningz Company, Inc.
Birch Mine
Mitchell County, North Carolina

Dear Mr. Mittendorf:

We are in receipt of your letter of June lst advising us that you were
again denying assistance in the development of the above project. You
had already advised us of this action on February 27th and we do not
know the reason for your latest letter as we had not asked recently
for assistance.

In the third paragraph of your letter you state that information in-
dicates that there is not sufficient promise of mica to justify
govermment participation. Frankly, we do not understand how this
conclusion could be arrived at as during the period from 1943 to 1948
this mine produced more strategic mica in volume than any other mine

- we know of, While the govermment records might not verify this the
majority of this mica was mined after Colonial Mica Corp. discontimed
the purchase of non-ruby mica and it was sold to private concerns,
and since there has been only one drift located we feel reasonably
sure that there should be one or two more if these deposits hold true
to the Charles Ridge, Landers and others nearby, which have yielded
considerable quantities of mica on different levels or deposits. The
Birch mine has been worked to an approximate depth of 900 feet only
and the Charles Ridge Mine which is nearby is again producing large
quantities of strategic mica at 1150 feet, therefore, we feel that there
is a possibility that this mine will do likewise.

We have spent considerable money and time on our own to develop this
property while similar properties in this section had had govermment
participation. We now have in our possession a properly executed
Consent to Lien from Land & Mineral Company and we would be pleased
to have you reconsider this application,
Thanking you for a reply, we are

THE BIRCH MINING COMPANY Inc

/8/ Sam K. Vance

Sam K Vance/vv President
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Nioa:  Run—celored, sows wp to 4 te 6 inches wide. Swall mioms is
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thisk, aligned nearly dus scath sad @dipping about 27°.
Tpper one thins sut at 300 Toet, lower{displaced dovimard
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-~ Copy to: Mr. Houk ’
Mr. Anderson
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" UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES ﬂﬁ@iil :

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. S 'MM o & 1956
Nay 25, 1956
k-1 M.uc Minerals Division

Defere Rioerals Eploration mmm-a.txm

From: W. ¥. Ddetrich, (:hhf '
Branch of Mic and Fertiliszer Matarials

| Subject: IMRA-Y15k (micn)

Applicent: Nrch Mining Co. |
lowe and Location of Property: Birch Mine, Mitchell Co., X. C.
Date of Field Tesm n@mz 3/27156

mmmm mmmw tbumlmtim.
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down the plunge. .

Recommerdation: I coneur with the fied tean's reccmmendation.

sigﬁed
W. F. Dietrich
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 UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

. DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION | m o
WASH]NGTON 25,D.C. '

uoomsposromceawé 'MAYI 7,19;5 f
KNOXWLLE&TENN. IR S

. Mays, 1956

N Memorandﬁm
“Tor Operating Committee, DHEA, washington, D. C.
VFtoimb o Figld‘!’ean‘, DiEA, 'Regién ¥, Knoxville, Teﬁxwéses‘
‘Subjects rield Eﬁamination Reﬁart ~ DMBA-1i15) |

‘Birch Mining y, Inc., Plumtree, ¥. C.
Birch Hine (,mica s Mitchell County, North Carolina

. ‘Transmitted are the original and ‘ehree copies of the
subject. repo'rt. The rield Team agrees with the Field Exaniners'

recmandation for denial.

V. J. Lyneh - -
 Acting Executivg Officer

‘A‘. R, Taylér, Geologist |
- U, 8. Geological Survey

-Enclosures 4
cc S
. Lynch -
© Peyton -
‘Laurence
' Operating Commlttee (3)/

———— e ol

{daio) -
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. UNITED STATHS RECEIVED

DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR -

MAY 17 1956
DEFINSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

FIELD KXAMINATION RRPORT
REGION ¥V

on

DMEA-l1Sh, BINCH MINE (mica)
tohe ounty, XK. C.

By

A. R, Tayler and S. C. Bergmn, Geclogiats
' U 3. Geclogicel Survey o

and

U, 5. Bureau of Mines

Mareh 27, 1956

Reviewed by
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTER

(date)
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EXAMINATION REFORT BY FIELD TRAM -
| REGIONV - RECEIVED
| MAY 17 1955

DMEA-L1SL, BIRCH MICA MINE (mica)
tch: ’s ounty, Nerth Carolins

Applicants Birch Mining Company, Ine., Sam K. end Vivian Vance,
' Plumtres, North Carolina

T ho nccoasiblo portions of the mine extend 485 £t down an irregular

-14% 10-37° inoline. 7Two large, lenticular pegmatites have been mined

extensively. The recovery of muscovite from mining operaticms in progress
is very low. The indicated potential for lateral wark is poor, Proposed
lateral wark in the stoped arsas is mining and developmsnt in a direction-
that indicates a lack ef continui'oy or a thinning, It is recommended that
the application be denled,

Intreduction
Location and Facilities

. The Biroh Mine is 3 miles zmrthmst of Spear, Mitchell County, N. C.

It is 343 airline miles N 69° W from Flumtres, N. C. (Carvers Gap, N. Com
Tenn. TVA Quad., 208 SE, 1/2k,000). -

Fagilities present are a toel and hoist house, a cmﬁawr," drill,
accessory equipment, and a mine car, |
Banination o

T be mine was examined March 27, 1956 in the company of Mr, Sam Vance
and Sam Odom, Three aad one~half hours were spent in the examination,
History | ‘

The Birch Mine has been worked mém&énuy since 1900, The ﬁ.rsi

known work was performed at the surface in a pipe-like mica shoot whiel .

~ plunged about 25° southward into the hillside. A shaft (Steven Green) was






. . . . .

sunk, and worksd later during and after World War I. It is filled nows
In 1920 the 100-foot shaft was worked until the pegmatite pinched to 10w
inghes in thickness, In 1942 an adit was étarted, anci stoppod, in favor
of the old nhn.ft. Ira ’Vﬁnm, Jack Keller, and John Ellis, found that the
pegmtite thickened dowhwaré and- contained a rich mice =zne. Uperations
were continued by Ira Vance and W. S. Flynt until 1947. Sales made to the
Colonial Mics Go;rporaticn in World War II amountcd to $271,774.38. Since
19hh, according to Flynt, about $260,000 worth has bean sold, (DMEA-3481,
mrez; Mine, Exam. Report, Oct. 6, 155k : Also Blue Ridge, wnpyblished
Mamusoript, J. C. O}son, U.5.G.8.) -_ R

' Geology
Present Workings ‘

An inclined adit with its portal 75 £t back into the hill from the
old portal, extends L85 ft down to muck and water. {the applicant shows the
1nol.’me, to be 920 £t in length). m proposed work at one place puts the
work bhly 30 ft inaidc the improperly described arezat its northsrn ond, and

the other sres is completely off the ares shown in the legal description,

It is on the Vance Pmparw.

The incline is narrow, about L £t wide and § 1/2 £t in hcight,

| tinbered for the first 50 ft. Mereafter, it widens into several large

stopes, 2- to 30 ft high, and up to LO % wide. The atﬁp&s are extensively
backfilled, A basc line down the center of ths track in the haulageway,
reading from the portal, is as followss






Inoline . - Incline Apprcxim‘bcly. Horis. |

Station  Angle  Direction  _Dist, Pte _ . Dst. Ft.
o 25 200 s 20w 25 2
2588 -19,0' sw"‘w_ - 63 - :_59‘
88113 -30° §3° W 2% 22
134138 289 5250 W % 20
138160 «25° 3 33° W 22 20
160-200 ~1° 8 ¥ 38
200-236 <l 5, 50F I 3
236-273 ~  ~25° 9 30°E 37 3%
273-333 -34° 8220 E 6 B
333-378 3719 s280% B 36
Tum‘ofr at 353' point--ineline *B* (end main incline)
030 lw  S30°W 30 - 30
30-80 22° 5 10°R 50 - W
80=135 26° s 55 | 50

(water at 135 feet point)

At station 300, the upper pegmatite tails out, and another Ipwer
poguatite lens comn in about 10 £t lower vert.icany.

Astoped area exists at station 115 in qlim "BN. It trends 25 ft
N30°E at - 20% This area on both sides of the inoline is being mined
at present. | _ ' |
Location of Applicant's Propoged Work

The applicant proposes work at the 378-ft point in the muck-filled end
of the main incline, and at tho 181-ft point in & stopod area about 50 ft
in width northeast o.f the :anl:lno.





v,

Pegaatite « Country Roek = Musoovite

Two ie‘n’o:wuhr pegmatites have been cut through and mined out to &
large extent, | |

T he lower pegnaﬁibn, at the 378-ft point is 8 feet thick and is
composed of dinomlnatéd small quarts and oligocléso czyaﬁla‘ up to L' x 6
in width, The hanging wall itri_ku N 35° E and daips 30° SE; while the
footwall strikes N 10° E and dips 55° 8B, Seven rum colored muscovite
orystals, L to 6 inches wido; ocour in a 5-ft square sactim. Muscovite
here is generally ruled and bent, however, some is flat and olear, Small
muscovite is abundant. Crystals of muscovite in a pillar at the 3537t

station are 'ali.gnod with the pitch of the body, and are 2 £ x 1 £t x | in.,

in thicikness. The imdﬂ;ato'vicinity hes been stoped and slsbbed,

‘ At the 181~ft"point, the other location proipdaed by the 'appliéant,
& large ares 50 ft x 15 .:_ft exposes a graphic to coarse textured pegmatite
8 ft thick and ba:;-ren of strategle 'muacovito;. I‘b is composed of about 15%
pink, potash feldspar, LOF sods feldspar, LOF quarts snd 5% small (1)
disseminated muscovite. Other minerals reported as present (Ulaon; Blﬁm |
Ridge Man,) includs gernet, apatits, epidote, and thulite.

Olson (Birch #ica Mine, 1943) believes the two pegmatites to be

“large ( 10 to 20 fest thiock); ii'regular lenses aligned nesrly due south and

pltching downward about 27° from the horizontal, He found thatAwhe_re the

‘hanging wall had a shallow dip and the footwsll a steep dip, as at the 378-

£t point, the body would thicken down the plunge, but the opposite was true

generally of a steeply dipping ha.ng.’m‘g‘ wall., Mining up or down dip will
| probably disclose the thinning of the pegmatite outward from the pipe~like

-u.{






mass followed in mining,
The pegmstites are conforxﬁable to the country rock, & biotite schist
and hornblonde @eisa. The gneiss has been altered to biotite schist in a

1~inoh to 5 feet zone adjacont to the pogmatite, The toliation curves from

N 30° E on the south to N 60 to 70° E at the narthern end of the mine, and
dips from 30° SE to vertical (averago 66°) (Olsan, l9h3)
Conclusions

This mine is operating from the 485 ft point., Several large areas -
indicating the irregular nature of the lenticular pegmtites exist along
the incline. Work prépcsad by the applicant 1s in the realm of mining,
Although the pegmatite may tmcxcaﬁ down the plunge, it is probasle that it
will thin ia‘mra;ly (the direction the 'ap;:licant proposes). It is xmwmem
recommended that the ippl_ioation be d&niod. '

References:

1, Olson, J. c., Blue Ridge Manuscript (unpublishod)
2, Olson, J. C m:a‘—-im.‘m& Mine (USGS open file
3, DMEA-3481, Bireh Mine (mica) Examination Report, Oct. 6, 1954

A. R. Taylor and S, G. Bnrm, Geologista
U. 3. Geological Surwy

and

A. L. Peyton, Mining Engimer
U, 3. Bureau of Mines -
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 600

Mr. Robert AD\Laurence

Executive Officer, DMEA . ~
Field Team, Reéion v ' :
Room 13, Post Office Building

Knoxville, 2, TeﬁPessee Re: Docket No. DMEA-4154-Mica
\ Birch Mining Company, Inc.
% ' Birch Mine
\

S Mitchell County, North Carolina
2

Dear Mr. laurence: \

T
Please review the subject application and arrange for a
field examination if y&y deem it necessary.
A,
Copies of memoranda dated February 7, 1956,by Mr. W. F.
Dietrich, USBM,and Mr. W.\P. Williams, USGS, -neenesadesely, rclating
to the project are encloseq,

Enclosed is a skefﬁh of the Birch Mine showing the shaft,
incline and the applicant's proposed drifting. A careful check
should be made to ascertain whéther the incline and the 200 feet of
proposed drifting are containedﬁwithin the boundaries of the leased
area, Unless additional land iSﬁacquired, it appears the target is
not sufficiently large to warrant.the expenditure of $9000,00 for
200 feet of drifting, AN :

If a contract is recommendea‘ca new Consent to Lien must
be obtained, since the one we now have ‘contains a clause under

paragraph 5 that is unacceptable. \x
Sincerei§iyours,
\§
A
%
Chairman, Operating Committee
Approved: H

Member, Bureau of Mines

Member, Geological Survey

Enclosures: 5
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 FEB 271956

M.mx.’fm, frosident
Myreh Mining Uompuny, Ine,
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Ber Dosket %o, DMEi-4154-diea
Rirch Mining Compeny, Imo.

Bireh Kine ,
Miteell Coumty, North Carclina

Your uﬁpnmﬁm Loz milmu ix explowing th mbjm

: Mwmmwmmmgmamm«m

Delengse Minernls Sxplorstion ideinistratics and as besn referred to

 Mr. Hobart a, Lawrenoe, Rxeentive 0ffieer, ONE4 Fisld Tesm, Reglom ¥,
 Room 1%, mmmmwmmngz‘mm-m

mmm m possibly a ﬂmé asusninatlon,

' WWImfmﬁanummuamhﬂ '
a axsnimation s to bo wade. Any assistewoe you ray zive the mambers
wmmuxmamﬂummmwwam; ,

5'anmgmum%omﬁmm,plmhm _
that 3t is wseosepteble beoause of the added provision under psregreph 5,
in the eyent a project eex be approved, WSore 4 gerrtrast ean be «recuted,
itullwmhMam&Mhm%MwW
wmwﬁm. _

' f‘ii.mly s,
G . Miteendosl

Wasdersomms 2/21/56
Copy to; Admr. R, File
, M«t

- Operating m&m _
My, Killsganrd, 5222

- Mr, Dietrich, 3961
’&"o Hmk

¥r. Anderson .
mm m, Rugim v _






UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 600

Mr. Sem K. Vance, President
Birch Mining Coﬁ‘any, Inc.
Plumtree, North Carolina

N\
\\\ Re: Docket No, DMEA-415/-Mica
AN Birch Mining Company, Inc.
\\ Birch Mine
\\ Mitchell County, North Carolina

Dear Mr., Vance:

Your application for \@ssistance in exploring the subject
| property has been reviewed by tﬁgnNonmetalllc Minerals Division of the
| Defense Minerals Exploration Administration and has been referred to
Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Executlve\bfflcer, DMEA Field Team,. Region V,
Room 13, Post Office Building, Knoi§1lle, 2, Tennessee, for further
consideration and possibly a field e\ ation.
A§Q$her Consent“%q\}len will é\ cessary;“since t one aife
now havejy” conﬁV\\Ema\clause under. paravra h . that is uhaccéptable.
The Regional Office will contact y\ at an early date if
an examination is to be made. Any assistance' You may give the
members of the Field Team during the examlnatldh\w111 be appreciated.

Pt ‘,
s

T Sincerely yours,",

/f . ‘ Administrator
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J e
 UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Sier
BUREAU OF MINES Fra o,
- WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

February 7, 1956

%ot Boxmetallic Minersls Division
Defense Miperals Explevation AMdainistration

From:  Chief, Branch of Cersmic and Pertiliser Msterials

Subject: IMBA-k1SE (Mice)

Applicant: Birch Mining Co., Inc. (8. & V. Yaace) |

NBese and Iocation of Property: The Birch Miwe, ___ , N.C.

Dete Application Rec'd. by ¥r. of Cersmie & Fertiliser Materiols: 2/6/56
Comsentss

1, Mo date avnim in this office on thie property.

2. Although it would be desireble for the spplicant
to furnish move complets informetion, 1t sppesrs that & visit by
an exeminer would furnish more usaful datas. .

Recomsendation:

- It 18 vecommended that the field tesm visit this mine when
in that vieinity to sseeriain if an apmm project 1s Justified.
I¢ so, the field team and appiicext sheuld agree on a &efinite plan
of exploration on utmit—mt besis.

Signed
W. ¥. Districh






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. , ey
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ; RECEIVED |
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