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MF-203 


Revised March 24, 1955
E2 QL §_UQ...QniY 


EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator 


Docket No. DMEA-_________________ 


Contract No. Idm-E_________________ 


Contract Date_________________________ 


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States. of America: 	
MOV 1 0 


	


Rferrinto'that certain land in the County of 	 Mitchell	 , State of' 


North CarbliM..'	 _.,described as follows:3J BEGINNIat an iron cross, the south-j 
west corner'o' thVance 3 .-acre tract, and ruriing nath 4 east with the southern 
line of saxj 3.-.are tr act 250 feet to a stake i said line, thence south OO feet t• 
a7take; tt1enceuth B west 250 feet to a stake; thence north aoo feet to the he.. 
ginning,	 . 


which is the subjectof a proppsed exploration project contract, hereinaftercalled the "contract," 


with the United States of America, höreinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakesand agrees that property in which the Governient may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants t the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure thë payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;a/ and 


represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbranOes upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the following:/	 .	 ...	 . 


	


T " .i '	 -	 '	 .1 • O.T	 •.	 "-	 :	 ' .	 ''H	 '	 3-.-


.3u Undertakeandagree:s neit.h.e' to qommitàrLy.actndr assert any:;ciâim'in ciflict T 
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance rotice of the Government's rights 


under this Consent toTLien t:anyssubequentT transferee, 	 any 
of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 	 . 
______________________________ 	 I	 T	 -1 '' •.'	 r - T 


/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a lease [Or contract, deed, or other document] dated ____________________________ 
and recorded in book ____ page - ofuicialrecords of said county." If (b.) is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government. 	 . 


/ Wrt "nçne" if that is the ca. Pc not lQavQ lines b.ank.







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision: It is agreed that Land and Mineral Company loins in this 


r guest £ or loan and assuns •ne-half of the thilgation amowting to 7,95OOO created 


till) )* I	 ii	 W	 j1!1 


use said -.loan in a joint mining operation upon the Vance 3 ..acre tract and t he land des-


cribed herein.,.


l95. 


By	
[SeaiI 


[Seal] 


3. L. Wheeler	 certify that I am the ___________ 
_Asst. Secy.	 (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that J. Fuller 
Brown	 who signed this ' agreement was then	 President	 (President 
or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 
powers.


AJ3	 TT	 i	 J 


[corporatesealj	 , 


Dated this 2nd	 day of	 November 


LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY -	 - _______	 [Seai] 


4 5 	 $ 


Interior—Duplicating Seçton, Washington, D, C. 	 81088
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4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of jhe contrat without notice theof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply tijereto. 


Dated this ________ day of	 _, l95. 


LAL) 1	 S 


•	 [sealj	 • 


[Seall 


•	
[Seai	


0 


i	 OO1O	 certify that I am the ____________ 


(Secretary, etc ) of the corporation named herein that _________________-
•	 who signed this agreement was then	 0 	 (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers..	 0 	 • 	
0 


orateSeaiJ 


Interior—Duplicating Section. Washington, D. .C. 	 81088







LQn. 
XPLORATION PROJECT 'CONTRACT 


Operator____________	 __________ 


Docket. No. DMEA.-___________________ 


Contract No. Idm-E________________ 


Contract Date_________________________ 


MF-203 


Revised March 24, 1955


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States áf ' America:	 . 


Referring to that certain land in the County of 	 itche11	 State of 


North t"OUfl	 described as follows / GtNN1NG at n iron cro, the eouth 
weet con cC the V nc 8 *acre trect,	 rtnii north 4 et 4th the southern 
1i* of s4 3ice tct 250 fot to att in eeid ltrsj_thonce south 900 tt 
a etik.; the*e south Ø t 5Q fcet to ri sbike3 thete north 8O) feet to the beu. 
gi*irdng.


I	 'T."'"'	 '	 ,	 ,	 .	 .	 '	 .	 ,	 '	 .	 . 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract " 


with the : ijnited' States of Ameiàa,Iereina'fter called the "Gov'ernment;." in ôonsideration f''the 


contract'and' as an indtibement to the Government : to enter i'nt 'it', ' the undersigned hereby--


1 Undertakes and agrees that property inhich the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled severed from the land and removed as may be pro-


vided in the contract and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned 


2. Grants ' to the Governmeñt'a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in 'the land and upon ' any production of minerals therefrom' to secure' the 'payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract / and 


represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


'the following:/	 '	 ' 


3 Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act npr assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's.rights 


under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee mortgagee encunbrancer or Lessee of any 


o,f the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and ' 	 '	 '	 ' '. ' ' 


1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b), strike out the words' "as follows" 


and insert "iii a lease [or contract, deed, or other documenCj. dated _____________-_____________ 
and recorded in book ______'page ' 'officialrecords'of. said county." If' (6):is 
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed wIth. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.: 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no, 


obligation to repay the Government.	 '	 , 


3/ Wn,t.9 "nQne" if that is tç oç 	 Do not leavq lines blank'







p	 I 


Intertor—Dup1ioting SecUon,, Washington, P. C.


4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Addedprovision: it 10	 )01th	 &Ii 


re1oL3!L4	 gt 


by_the limn CO!IXONED thit the GrYurt of the	 by St K. , V3nce, t	 hU 


US. $11Q	 3Oitt z1ntZ èportiá iicri te Vn	 tt c thci	 &s-


c'tbe horzt. 


Dated this _________ day of 	 __, 195j. 


	


LANtJ 1ND I4INEEAL COMPANY	
[Seal] 


___________________ [Seal] 


[Seal] 


,	 Z. £. 17hoeiez	 certify that I am the __________ 


	


LOot.	 y.	 (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that 3. I11 


	


Own	 who signed this agreement was then ______________________________ (President 
or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body., and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.•


* __________
[Corporate Seal] 







MF-203	 __!Q2!Qfl_L!g_Q1Y__--
Revised March 24, 1955	 EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator____________________________ 


• Docket No. DMEA-__________________ 


Contract No. Idm-.E_________________ 


Contract Date________________________ 


CONSENT TO LIEN 	 :	 •:.	 .,:


CEWE 
To the United States of. America: 	 .' 


Referring to that certain land in the County of _____________________,.State of 


1oi'th ( -)UI	 described as follows / FZZI1	 C)55 th *outh 
fCct CO1CI 9? tPt V Ite 3c tit,	 m1r uLkh 4 4 4th the .outherz* 
line M	 3wccto tt 5O tct to a ak. n said iizw; thczt	 th (9O) t*st to 
stk tht	 58 wct Z50 feet to c tke ttir noxth	 e? to thi, 
**ing. 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract " 


with the United States of America hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it the undersigned hereby--


1.. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equIty under the pontract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as'may.b,e pro-


vided in the contract and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superi6r to any adverse righ.t or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage. royalty . ón production' as may beprovided for by the contract;a/ and 


represents and undertakes that 'there arC no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the lard prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the following :'/	 .	 .	 . 


.3: Uhdertákes and gees neither to pommit' any act nor• assert a1y.. claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rIghts 


under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee mortgagee encumbrancer or lessee of' any 


of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 	 .. 


jJ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other documenti dated ____________________________ 
and recorded in book . pagö ______________ official records of said county." if (b) is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, use an Annex, and.;refer to the Annex in the space. 


&/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government. 


/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.







4. Ciieents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


;and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 	 ' 


5. Added provision: it iS 'ae that L9nd th Miirl Conp iw joSs in this 


emie for lan ' 2nd as OS Oxaiklf of the obUgtion nouittifl to ?,95O.O. created 


byith. lien CONDITIONiI) that the amoUrt of the loan used ) Sam K. Vance ., et l., eha3.l 


use eai loan in a joint miri èporation üpcn the V2nce. 3u Aàro tract 'ii the laM 'des. 


cribed hercifl.


I 


Dated this 
2t	


day of	 OVeiiibOr	 -, l95.j. 	 ..	


0 


LD Th kfl;L - [Seaij 


________________ [seal]	 S 


[Seal] 


•	 i,	 3.. L. Wheeler .	 .	 .	 certify that I am the ___________ 
Ast.. SGO7	 (Secretary, etc..) of' the corporation named herein; that 3.	 illér' 
BrOWn	 - who signed this agraement. was then 	 President .	 . ( President.



or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was 'duly signed for and in behalf 


of' said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers. :.	 •


/	


Seal.	 . 


I	 . 


Intorior--Dup1ioating'Seotion, Washington, D. C.	 81088







MF-203 


Revised March 24, 1955 


To the United States of America:


EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator______________________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-_________________ 


Contract No. Idm-E_________________ 


Contract Date________________________ 


CONSENT TO LIEN 


Referring to that certain land in the County of 	 Mitchell
	


State of 


North Caro1im	 ,. described as follows:f/, BEGINNING at an iron cross, the south-
west corneriof the Vance 3-acre' tract, and runnirg north 4 east with the southern 
line of said' 3ac 'tact 250 feet to a stake 'in said line; thence south 00. feet to 
a stake; the±cqiith 5 west 250 feet o a stake; thence north 0O feet to the be-
ginning. 


which Is the subjéc ófa prQpo'sed;"exloration project 'contract, hereinafter called the "contract,'" 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes.and agrees that"property in which the Government may acqiire an interest 


or equity under the cont'act may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and' the' Government's 'int,eret and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any advere right or claim of 'the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a ' lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest' in the land,'and upOn' any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment 'to 'the 


Government' of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;/ and 


represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens or' encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that here y granted to the Government other than 


the followiig:'/' 	 ."	 , 


- ' - j Unde,rtakes and: agrees neihe'r o 	 nr assert"any: laim in -cifIiçt-1 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; an'd , to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


his,c,oflsffin to; Lien 'to 'ayo's,ubsequent'transfe'ree mortgagee, , ncumb'ran,çer,or ,lesseeof •a.ny 


of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 	 '


•.•• .-"••a 
1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a'lease [or contract, deed, or othex document] dated _____________________-, 
and recorded in book ______ page	 '	 official records of said county." If' (b') is 



used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


'ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.	 ' 


a! Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government.	 '	 , , ' 


	


/ Write "nc" f hat is t	 case. Do not leavQ lines blank. 	 '







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Addedprovision: It is agreed that Land arid Mineral Comparj joins in this 


reauestlor loan and assumes sne-haif of the obligation amounting to 795O,OO created 


e lien CONDITIONED that t he amourL of the loan used by Sam KG Vance et al shall 


ise said loan in a. joint nining èperationupon the Vance 3Acre tract arid the land dee' 


cribed hereinD 


Dated this Zfld	 day of Noveniber	 _, 195.j. 


	


LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY	 [Seal] 


'''"	 [seaij 


[Seal] 


i,	 J.	 L. Wheeler - certify that I am the 
Asst. Secy. (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that


___________ 


3. Puller 
_BrOWn	 who signed this agreement was then 	 President (President 
or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 
powers. 


-1
Th,	 - - 


•.:	 1;',' Corporate Seal]	 .	 .


S	 S 


Interor—Dup1tcating Sooton, Washtnton, p . c,	 81088 
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Interior—Thip1ioating Seoti.on, Wasbinaton, D. C.


4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notic&thereof, 
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 	 "


\ • 


5. Added . provision: 'it i ap'eed that LeM nd 1iñertI Compai joint Iii tie 
"N. 


L	 hiP D'4I	 4,	 Ofl (A	 .4s 


Dated this 2nd.	 day of	 Itovember	 , 195j. 


LAND AND Ufl3ERAL CO1P?Y 	 •	 [SeaiI 


[Sealj 


______________________________________________• [Sea]i 


I,	 1 L,. WheAler	 certify 'that I am the ____________ 


rmjy,	 (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named 'herein; •that 
__________________ who signed this agreement was then	 President	 (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was 'duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was withIn the scope of its corporate 


powers.	 •	 - '"


- 
•	 • '	 • •
	 [Corporrte Seall 
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fiECy 


Plu tree i C 
Ssptembr 13 196 


Jr, Robert , Lweie	 .	 . 
efon	 inerc.Ls cloration Adinitrt 


Room 13 °Pot Offic Building.	 . 
nozv11e Tcmneo. 


fb Nr, Laurcnce 


1. c have iide ccver. app1iatio fo 	 n i r opeatien of 


	


ir'h Line and so f the ofics m	 gton na rejected this n 
mach intartce, e1aing that the field ii'e did not give a £.vorab1e re-
port nd that the iLne had been exhausted. This property has been one 
of the largest producers of high grads strategic xica in North Carolina 
snd 3ince thore ias been only. one deposit ro:rtoved we cannot deretnd 
how eny ono could, determine whether it is exhausted. To know of se7eroi 
i cances whsr there has been coioereic sitrice 1v'!n on evliar 
project or rine that. have yielded large	 ntities of mica. 
Tj were aswcd by . Teague on'two occasions that he would recoead. 
tr poet SV 


would like to know. thoiore why we have been eôritinu-
ously denied help on this operation as e ae not satisfied th th reasen 
given us.	 .	 . ..	 .	 .	 .. 


Thanking yot. for a reply, we 


Very truly you, 


T	 ThCU IINflTG C.OXPANY, Inc 	 .	 . . 


Ji K. Vee _______ 
President. 


K Vauco/vv	 .	 . .	 .	 .
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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
•	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


2 n 1956 - 
H	 •• 


Pr.4*, Ió. Mt*tg 
Cc, 1,	 .• 


Irt ø*rolins
•Bs* Is*b*t . B £3481 *Lo* 


Dokitb.b4154)tN



	


1iic	 da Cctaps, i*r. 


• Dear r. Ys**&.	 S 


&.t.r.ao. is	 to y'asr Zetter of Ji5* U, 1956, 
oo*e.rni	 .4tsr at JIM 1, 1956, d*i jvvr spiestio* 
fc'	 js$,	 H 


los state that vs had a3r00d7 sdi'issd as ta this eim 
tjs O* 1*brvmry 27, aM that n do aet k*v at s 


for ast atast letter si ycs ve nat ,.a.nt3 r asked far 
asaistsaes. O*r r.scrds sbw that as Psha'aer 27, 19%, as 
*vis.d that ota' apUosttas far •t.r*t1on sssiataae. rsaetvad 
is this .fti.. os ?braar7 2, 19%, was bs rster?.4 to the 
field tar a p.aibIs ulaattas. O letter at . 1, 19%, 


•	 i*s else is ratersees to this appUcatias, 


• turther stats that th. third paragraph of car letter 
• • at Joas 1, iMteat. there is nat seCt £C1.*t a'caia. at aLes as 


J%*Z' p 10Wt7 t j**tLf aør.rmi.*t pertieipatis*, aM that yes 
do nat d.ratsM how this soaslssrioa vs. resahad bsesa.. of the 
eossi4.rabl. prednati,s• fras j• pr	 is t peaL 


5 5 5


	


Year paopert ham s .zae2wd o*r t.i4 represe*ta.

tftea as the's. dfftsr.*t oeessiees, esek .ajz*ti.s rea*ltiai is 
a desial of je apUestios.	 desials . based apes the

isfarimatias &waUabe seneeratag year prepsatj. This isfarsatios 
1s14eet.4 that the prodiaettv. potestial of wr property vss ahoet 
exhauted, vith possth1 r os3y *naasaemitcsl easesedratiema of aLoe 
r.esiaat, chiefly J.ocalinad ercaM old atepea. Thas, year 


• property appeers to 140k tEl' eref saftisiest presies tour 
• • tiMii -edditiesal aLes rsaerras to warrant' aev.'s t parttctpe-


•	 iiost*thsprep.s.dwerk.	 S 	 • 	


5 	


5 	 - 


• 5 5 	 1* ceuUes vith the raçasst in ycar 3*tt.r f 	 U, 
•	 • 19%, for rseoesM.ratiea at year appUostias, we ore aware that











Docket , Copy 
'	 V'	 V	 '	 .	 .	 Siina;	 V 


'W.V. 


V '	 .	 UNITED STATES	 V 


	


V . DEPARTMENT .O THE INTERIOR	 ,: 


3	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


	


WASHINGTON 25 D C 	 600 


Mr. Sam K. Vance	 .	 •.	 •,	 V V	 ,	 V 


President, Birch Mining 
Company, Inc. 


V	 Plumtree, North Carolina 	 C..:' ..	 •.	 V 


•	 V•	


. Re: Docket 
V 
No. DMEA-348l-Micá V V	 V•	


V 
VVV V. VV V V 


Docket No. DMEA-4154-Mica 


	


• V	


V	


. 	
V	


V	 ,,	
V	


V	 Birch 
V 


Mining Company, Inc .:.	 V	
V.. 


V	 V	


V	


..	 V	
V Birch j4je	


V	 , 	


,.	 V 


V	 V	 ',	 V	
V	 Mitchell County, North Carolina 


V V 


Dear Mr. Vance: .	 . V.;.	 V	


. V, V 
V	


V	


V 


Reference 
Vj 


made tO ' your letter Of . June 1, 1956, V	
V V V	


V V. 


V requesting reconsideration Of the denia]. of the third explora-'	
V. 


V


	


	 tion assistance appl&cation on Vthe Birth Mine. There. have been . 	 ',	 V V V 


V three field examinations, three denials,. and two reconsiderations V 


of denial. Since the Birch Nine has. been the subject of consider- 
V	


V 


	


V 


able V field and office study there does not, in our Vopinion, exist V	
V 


• 	 suffièient basis in the. way of new information for reconsidera-	 V V 


tion of the latest denial. .Theref ore, I must' advise V 


you that the	 V 


V V	


V	


denial of your appliôation is reaffirmed.. 	 V	 ' 


V V
	 . Ou' records V show that on February 27, 1956, you were 	


V 


V	


V	


' V advised that . your application was being referred to the V field	 , V V 


for possible examination. We note your information on the' past V	


. 


	


'.'production of the. Birch Mine, the chracter . of the deposits in	 '	
V 


	


V '	 .. the vicinity, and your speculation o the possible existence of . .	 . V 


other mica veins nearby. We realize your company has spent con- 	 ' .	 V 


V	 , 	 sderable money in' rehabilitating'. the old workings but know of 	 V ,	 ' 


no similar work authorized under the DA, Program. 	 ' V	 " V '	 ' V 


• V	 V 


Sincerely yours, 


V	 ' 	
' 	 V	


, 	 ' 	 . 	 'V	 ' '	
..	 Administrator	 ,	 V	 ' 	 , '	 V ' 


LGHouk :gad 6/15/56 
Copy to:, ,Adxr. R. File 	 ' 


V ,,V	


•	 :	 ' 


	


V	 ' 	 V	 •.	 ' '	 Docket	 (2)	 V	 "	


' ' V''	


V	 V ,


	 , V	 "	 ' V " '	 V 


V	


V	 V'	


, Fieid Team, Regiofl V ''	 ' V '	 ' 	 . 	 ..	 ' 	 V	 , 


	


V Mr.' Kiilsgaard, '5222 ' V	 : 	 ..	 'V	 ', ,	 :	
: 


V , 'Mr	 Dietrlch, 3061, ,	 '	 ' V ' ' 	 , V	 V V	 ' 	 , '	
' 	 V 


V	


, 	 Mr.Houk	 ,	 , V	 ,'	


,	 V	 '
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.
Plumtree, N. C. 
June 11 1956


United States Department of The Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 


JUN 14 1956 


Atten: Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf. 


Re: Docket No. DMEA-'4154-.Mica 
Birch Mining Company, Inc 
Birch Mine 
Mitchell County North Carolina. 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf: 


We are in receipt of your letter of June let advising us that you were 
again denying assistance in the development of the above project. You 
had already advised us of this action on Februaxy 27th and we do not know 
the reason for your latest letter as we had not asked recently for assis-.


-tance. 


In the third paragraph of your letter you state that information indicates 
that there is not sufficient promise of mica to justify government partici-
pation. frankly, we do not understand how this conclusion could be arrived 
at as during the period from 1943 to 1948 this mine produced more strategic 
mica in volume than any other mine we know of. While the government records 
might not verify this the majority of this mica was mined after Colonial 
Mica Corp. discontinued the purchase of non-ruby mica and it was sold to 
private concerns, and since there has been only one drift located we feel 
reasonly sure that there should be on or two more if these deposits hold 
true to the Charles Ridge, Landers and others nearby, which have yielded 
considerable quantities of mica on different levels, or deposits. The Birch 
mine has been worked to an approximate depth of 90Q feet only and the 
Charles Ridge Mine which is nearby is again producing large quanti'ies of 
strategic mica at 1150 feet, therefore, we feel that there is a possibility 
that this mine will do likewise. 


We have spent considerable money and time on our own to develop this property 
while similiar properties in this section have had government participation. 
We now have in our possesion a properly executed Consent To Lien from Land 
& Mineral Company and we would be pleased t o have you reconsider thi3: appli-
cation. 


Thanking you for a reply, we are


THE B	 ING COMPANY c 


orna' 
ç4aë 


Su K Vance/vv	 .	 President







,Or\	 DOCKET COPY 
surname: 


UNITED STATES 


WASH INGTON 25 D C 600 


JUN-i 1* 


)lr. a* . TaAce, President. 
Birch Mining Ccex3, Ins. 
Pluntree, Jorth Caroli


Re:	 C]Cet No. atlA-4154-*i*a 
Birch kinirsj Cais*y, IDe. 


•	 Birch ne 
Kiteheil Co*nty, Nottb (arolir&a 


Dear Mr. Vance: 


tour ap1isatio* for aid for an exploration proet ead 
other reports available to ne in Wahiaton r.*ting to the bject 
property hai. been re!vied. 


•


	


	 P'o3.eta apróved b7	 Defense Mi*.raIs EplareUon	 •

Aninietratiofl nn*t, 1* its 3udgeDt, show definite promise ef yield 
inj iiatarmsls of acceptable a&. in qn*ntities tbat will significantly 
iaproe the aineral s*ppiy position for the Ntiomal ef.nss Progrsa. 


•


	


	 retii1 etMy of all o*r inforeation indis.t.s to s th*t 

the probability of disclosing sinUiesst reserves of nice is not 
suffieteatly pr*iaing to j*stify Goyern*ent participation We regret 
to a4viae yott, *ndr these circstancss, that your epjlieation for 
exploration asi*tance is deiaie4. 


We wiøh to thank yon for your interest in the Defense Minerals 
PrograN aM for bringing your property to ow' ttontioa. 


Sincerely iour3 


Aiiiairator 
WCAnderson:ms 5/31/56 
Copy to Docket 
•	 Operating Committee	 • 	 S 	 • • 


Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 


•	 •	 Mr. Dietrich, 3Q61	 • •	 •	 • 
Mr. Houk 
Mr Anderson 
Adinr R File
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UN! TED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 600 


May 31, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 Administrator 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: Evaluation of Applióation and Field Examination Report 
Docket No. DMEA-4154-rnica 
Birch Mining Company 
(Sam and Vivian Vance) 
The Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Denial of application is recommended 


Mica:	 Ruin-colored, some up to 4 to 6 inches wide. Small mica is 
abundant. Generally ruled and bent, some is flat and clear. 


Pegrnatite:
Two large irregular, lenticular pegrnatites, 10 to 20 feet 
thick, aligned nearly due south and dipping about 27°. 
Upper one thins out at 300 feet, lower(displaced downward 
10 feet in vertical height) at same direction and dip, 
probably extends 920 feet from adit portal, since workings 
extend that far, accessible portion being 485 feet from 
adit portal. Pegniatite thins outward from the pipe-like 
mass. Conformable to the enclosing biotite schist and 
hornblende gneiss. 


Old Workings: 
100-foot shaft and 920 feet of incline accessible for 485 
feet and caved old stopes. 


Past Production: 
About 532,000.00 worth of mica since beginning of World 
War II. 


Applicants' Proposal: 
Lateral drifting from the muck filled end of the upper 
pegmatite, and at the 181 foot point in stoped area for 
distance of 50 feet to the northeast. 


Comments:
Field Team reports low recovery of mica from present mining 
operations. It appears that the high concentrations of mica 
in this deposit have been exhausted. Applic, nts' proposed 
lateral drifting is in the direction of thining of peginatite 
and looks like development rather than exploration.







. 


Recommendation: 
The Nonmetallic Minerals Division concurs in the Field Team 
recommendation to deny the application. The Commodity 
Members of the Bureau of Mines and the Geological Survey 
agree.


/ià 
Walter C. Anderson 
Nonmetallic Minerals Division







.


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


IWJWII 


May 25, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


W. F. Dietrich, Chief 
Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: tMEA-Ii15k (mica) 


Applicant: Birch Mining Co. 


Name and Ication of Property: Birch Mine, Mitchell Co •, N. C. 


Ite of Field Team Report: 3/21/56 


Dete Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 5/21/56 


Field Team Recommendation: Recommend denial of the application. 


Comments:


1. The proposed work is in the realm of mining rather 
than exploration. 


2. It is not likely that the penat1te will thicken 
down the plunge. 


Recommendation: I concur with the field team t s recoimnendation. 


W. F. Dietrich







.	 I 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


7V 


May 23, 1956 


Re: DNEA 
Birch Mining Co. 
The Biràh Nine 
Mitchell Co., N. C. 
$9,000 .00 - Mica 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. liouk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field. Team report. 


In an incomplete application the applicant requested 
assistance in drifting 200 feet, 100 feet to the left and. 100 feet 
to the right, from a heading in an old. mine from which a large 
quantity of mica has been taken and in another part of which mica 
mining is in progress. 


The applicant proposes to work from 2 points in a 920-
foot incline which probably followed. a mica-bearing 'roll.' The 
lower part of the incline, from 485 feet down, is filled. with, muck 
and. water.


As proposed the applicant would probably mine off the 
incline rather than do exploratory work, but if by chance there 
is a parallel plunging roll within the 100-foot reach ot the pro-
posed drifts, the roll would. be  discovered.. Presun&ly. the 
exnnfners consider the existence of such a parallel roll improbable 
here, but likely at the Little Ray property, DNEA 39211., Idm-E882. 


I concur with the recommendation of ex'n1ners and the 
Field Team.that the application be denied..


N. E. Nelson







.	 . 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


May iS, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA, 1Jashington, D0 C 


From:	 Field Team, DNE, Region V, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Subject: Field Examination Report 
Birch Mining Company, me0, Fiuintree, N. C0 


Birch Nine (mica), Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Transmitted are the original and three copies of the 


subject report0 The Field Team agrees with the Field Exaininer& 


recommendation for denial0


/ 


1 4 %_• 
A0 R. T1or, Geologist 
U0 S. Geological Survey 


Enclosures b


Reviewed by 
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE 



(date)
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UNITED STAT 
DEPART\TT OF THE INTERIOR. 


DEFSE NINERALS EXPLORkTION ADNINISTRATION 


FIELD EXPJINATION REPORT 
REGION V 


On 


SBIRCHjjca) 
AVAitcheU County, N. C. 


By 


A R. Taylor and S. C. Bergman, Geologists 
U. S. Geological Survey 


and 


A. L. Payton, I'Iining gineer

U. S. Bureau of Ines 


March 27, 19S6
	


Revived by 


D}JIEA OFERATIG COMMITTEE 


(date)
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CN&TION REPORT BY FIELD TM 
REGION V	 LVtIV1D 


JAYi7 
L9CHI(CANE (c 


ivIitoheU County, North Cerolina 


Applicantz Birch inin Conipany, Inc., 3ii L and Viian Vance, 
Pluntre, North Carolina 


WM17 


T he accoeible portione of the 1r1ine extend I8 ft dotri an irregu1r 
-l° to -.37° incline • Two large, lenticular pegnatitee have bean rined 
exteneive]y. The recovery of muecovite Iron mining operatie in proeea 
i very lots, The indicated potential for lateral work ie poor. Proposed 
lateral wk in the etoped areae le mining and deve1oprnt in a direction 
that indicates a lack of continuity or a thinning. It ie reoommnded that 
the application be denied.


Introduction 


Location ad Facilitie8 


Birch Nine i 3 niile northwest of Spear, Nitcheil County, N. C. 


It ie 3.3 airline znileo N 69° W from Plrnitree, N. C. (Carvero Gap, N. C.-' 


Tonn. TVA ad., 206 S, l/2,OOQ), 


Faci]4.tiee preeent are a tool and hoiet houee, a coreesor, drill, 


acoeoeory equipment, and a nine car. 


Eination 


T he mine was examined Narch 27, i96 in the oonany of 1. an Vance 


and am Odom, Thaee and one-'half. houre were opent in the enination, 


-i


The Birch Nine hae been worksd intermittently since 1900, The first 


1rnc yn work wa performed at the surface in a pipee-like mica shoot which 


plunged about 2° southward into the hifleide. A shaft (Steven Green) waa







.	 . 


euink, and worked later during and after World Wax I. It ie filled now, 


In 1920 the 1O0foot ehaft wa worked until the pegmatite pinched to lONe 


inthee in thic1ess.. In 192 an adit e etarted, and stopped, in favor 


of the old shaft. Ira Vance, Jack	 and John Ellis, found that the 


	


peiiatite thickened downward and contained a rich niLca 	 Operations



acre continued by Ira Vance and W, S. Flynt unt3 19b3. Sales made to the 


Colonial Mica Corporation in World War II amounted to 27l,7Th.38. Since 


l9bJ,, according to Flyxit, about 260,000 worth has been sold, (D.318l, 


Birch Mine, nm. Report, Oct. 6, 195b. : Also Blue Ridge, unpxblished 


YJtnuscript, J. C. O'son, U.S.G.S.), 


Geolor 


Prent orkin 


Am inclined adit with its portal 7 ft back into the hill from the 


old portal, extends L8 ft down to muck and water. (the applicant shows the 


incline to be 920 ft in length). The proposed work at one place puts the 


work only 30 ft inside the iroperJy described are.at its northern end, end 


the other area is completely off the area shown in the legal description, 


It is on the Vance Property. 


The incline is narrow, about ft wide and S 1/2 ft in height, 


timbered for the first 50 ft. Thereafter, it widens into several large 


stopes, 2- to 30 ft high, and up to L.o ft wide, The stopes are extensively 


backfiflad, A base line down the center of the track in the kaulageway, 


reading from the portal, is as follows: 


-2-







. . 


Incline Inc1in	 Approd.xnat1y. Hori 
Station ng1 'Direction DiteFte ___ Die tFt 


O	 25 _200 S	 25° U 25 2 


25-88 _190 S Lo ° w 63 59 


88-113 30° S 35° U 22 


113-138 25° S ?5° U 25 22 


138-160 25° 5 33	 U 22-


160-200 li° S. I0 38 


200-236 -]J4° S. 50 E 36 35 


236273 -25° 5 30° E 37 35, 


273-333 —3L° S ?2° E 60 L7 


333-378 37© S25° E 


Turn ofT at 353 pointinc1ine "B	 (end main incline) 


0-30 '1 S 30° U 30 30	 ç 
30-80 'e22 S 10 " 7 


80-135 -26° 5 5°	 E 55-5 5Q	 ,,ei 
- 


(water at 135 foot point) 


At station 300, the upper pogmatite taile out ' and anothe	 1wer 


pegxratite lens comes in about 10 ft lower vertically, 


Aboped area edsts at station 115 in dine "B!. it trends 25 ft 


N 30	 E	 at	 20°, This area on both sIdes of the incline is being mined


at present, 


ocati on of A lica	 o sd Work 


The applicant proposes work at the 378eeft point in the muck-filed end 


of the main incline, and at the 181-ft point in a stoped area about 50 ft 


in width northeast of the incline, 


—3 







- Count	 _____ 


To 1enticu1r pegatitee have been cut througti and zinod out to a 


large extent. 


T he 1or pegiiatite, at.the 378ft point ie 8 feet thick and i 


coiiösed of dioeeiuinated eiaU quarts arid oligoclaee cry$ta1 up to 	 x



in width, The hanging wall etrikee N 35° E and dipe 30° SE, hi10 the 


footwall tri	 N L.o° E and dipo 55° SE. Seven rwi colored uecoito 


cryetals, l. to 6 inches wid*, occur in a 5 .'ft	 re section. Nuscàvite.



hero is generally ruled and bent, however, eone is flat and clear, Small 


nuscovite is abundant, C tale of muscovite in a pillar at the 353ft 


otation are a1ied with the pitch of the body, and are 2 ft x 1 ft x in., 


in thc1ciiees. The iimediate vicinity has been etoped and dabbed, 


At the l81ft point, the other catiôn proposed by the applicant, 


a large area 50 ft x 15 ft eoses a graphic to coarse textured pegmatita 


8 ft thick and barren of strategic muscovite. It is corosed of about 15% 


pink, potash feldspar, LO% soda feldspar, .O% quartz and 5% small (1") 


diseendriated xruecovite. Other minerals reported as. present (Olson, Blue 


Ridge Man,.) include garnet, apatite, epidote, and thulite. 


Olson (Birch Nina Nine, 19I3) believes the two pegmatites to be 


large ( 10 to 20 ft thick), irregular lones aligned nearly due south and 


pitching downward about 27 from the horionta1, H found that where the 


hanging wall had a shallow dip and the footwall a steep dip, as at the 378 


ft point, the body would thicken down the plunge, but the opposite was true 


generally of a steeply dipping hanging wall. ining up or down dip will 


probably disclose the thinning of the pegatite outward from the pipe-like


. 







. 


as foUoted in raining, 


The pegraatites are conforable to the country rock, a biotite echiet 


and hornblende eiss, The eis has been altered to biotite shit in a 


linch to	 feet zone adjacent to the psgxnatita.	 The foliation curves frorm 


N 300 E on the south to N 60 to 70° E at the nthern end of the iiine, and


dips from 300 SE to vertical (average 600) (Olson, l9I,3). 


Conclusions 


This iins is operating from the	 ft point, several large areas 


indicating the irregular nature of the lentleular pegstitea et along 


the incline, Work proposed by the applicant is in the realm of mining, 


Although the pegmatite nay thicken down the plunge, it is probable that it 


iU thin laterally (the direction the applicant proposes). It j 


recoimnended that the application be denied, 


References:


Rid a Mnuscri t (unpublished) 1, Olson,	
ThefrchAicNine (USGS open file 2, Olson, J. C., 19 3, 


3, DMLâ..382L, Birch Nine	 minatlo	 6, l9 


A. R. Taylor end S. C. Bergn, Gsolosts 
U. S. Geological Survey 


and 


A. L. Peyton, ning Engineer 
U. S. Bureau of Hines 
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DOCKET COfl OF	 .	 . 


I'	 ..	 .	 -	 : •	 - .	 •, 


DEPARTMENTOFTHEINTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 25 D C 


,. Rot*rtl. Lsriiac*	 . rEB271956	 .	 .	 : 
R*:8euti* omasi, 
1i.i4	 egio* Y 


e* . 13, PCt	 tee ki 1diflg :	 •	 •	 . .	 . .	 .	 . .	 . 


LviU., 2, Tsraesøae
$*; leeket o.	 &.4l4.1tics 


	


Iire LniRg	 Inc. 
)irc in 
mtcM2I eowty, $orth srolb* 


esr )r, 1sess 


Pl..s ?eYtsv the nbjet *pplic.tiee and arrs*s to? * 
field e.tia if yeia d.. it aosssiy. 


opts of *m,raMa dated P,brsaiy 7, 1956, by . L?. 
11*trieh, 11, and )k'. W. P. *ilhia, 3, *t1n to tbe 
p'ojsct sr Ic1Ue.	 . 


cioi.d. is a sk.t*k of. the )it,*è Enc ahew&g the	 t, 
inlin. and the applint ts proposed drifting. A osr.f*1 hsa& 
ahoa)4 be 4. to uee?iai* ether the .1t.e an the 2U) fet of 
proposed drifting are .ontained within the boedarise of the loaned 
u... 1a1se, Md1tt.l Iced is acquired, it appears tb. target is 
not anfficinntly large to wst*nt the upseditere of $e*.00 for 
200 feet of drifting. 


It a contrast is r.eoseanded, a *si Consent to Lien *at 
be obtained, st*cs Ut. se now hews contains a ala*as dar 
persgraph 5 that is inaeset&Wa.


$iDcere3y 7s?s, 


Geofge C Self rdg 


CbLtrnsn, .r*ting 
1 


/8/ Robert W GeehTh	 ( IA' - 
Macher, BLU!.a* of	 WCAnderson ins 2/21/56 


ior U. Kulsgaard	 Copy to: Adinr. R File 
I	 Docket 


Ms.r, sologie*1 Surv.y —'	 Operating Coniiiattee 
Mr Kiilsgaard, 5222 


1Iosuroa: 5	 Mr Dietrich, 3061 
Mr Houk 
Mr. Anderson







DOCKET COPY 
'(.^ 


0 F	 , •	 , 	 . 	 . 	


•:	
: •	 ' • .	 . .	 .	 Sxaine :	 • 


( , -	
UNITED STATES 


o	


%S


WASHINGTONZ5DC 4QØ 


FE82'71956 


Ir. San Z. Van.e, ?z'esident 
Bireb Iing Co*p.ny, Inc. 
P]tro., Morth G'ar.lina


Re: Docket B. &i4l4na 
1iret Ki*tx oap*, Xne. 
Ezc *i*e 
*itohell Connty, North Cerolina 


ar Kr. Vance: 


Tour application for assistance in oxpl.rimg the suhject 
prop*Pty ba* bean r.vised b the Noa**etaU.to *inerals Iivisict of the 
kt.nss )1I*arsls Yp1oration A4*iniztratien and Ms been referred to 
Xr. Robert A. X*nresc., zecutiTe Officer, ZL Pield Teen, legion 1, 
loon l, Post Qfic. hilinj, soxville, 2, Tenasosee, for terther 
co*si4eraticn e*d ponsibiy a fleid ,s'f*0ton. 


The Regional Office viU ceetact you at an early &nt. it 
an ezeninstion is to be aade. Any assistance you nay guys the neutbers 
of the Field ?eez during the exaainetio* i1l be appr*eia*.d. 


leardiag the Connect t* Lien vs new haTs, pleas. ha M'riacd 
that it is nonecaptable beesne. of the added provision aOr per*jr*ph . 
In the event a project can be approved, before a contract can be executed, 
it will be necessary to obttn a new consent to Lien withoct s changes 
oz I4dM provisions.


Sincerely yom's, 


4deiigtrator 


WCAnderson •ms 2/21/56 
Copy to A&iir R File 


rocket 
Operating Coinnattee 


•	 Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222	 • 	 •. S S 


Mr Dietrich, 3061 
Mr Houk 
Mr. Anderson	 S 	 •• 


S 	
• 	 S 


Field Team, Region V







0 F	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES 
vov4:wIPii	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 	 FEB 8 1956 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


February 7, 1956 


Memorandum' 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Mm(n(stration 


From:	 W P. W11Iams, U. 8. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application, D!eEA 41514, Birch Mining Conany, 
Inc., Pluntree, North Carol{n. 


In a brief and. incomplete application the applicant 
proposes to explore for mica by means of C. feet of drifting at 
an estiaated total cost of $9,000 00. 


From a metes and bounds description the property is an 
elongate tract that contin 14 to 5 acres. The site of the work 
would. be an old. mine known as the Birch mine. 


The following items are missing from the application: 


(1) An adequate description of the land. which tells 
wherethe property is located. 


(2) A copy of a lease or other document. under which 
the property is contro1led 


(3) A description of past ndjilng operations on the 
property, including production and known reserves. 


( li) A sketch showing the old. workings, and the new 
proposed work.	 : - 


(5) A breakdown of the estted costs oct the proposed 
work.


Perhaps the applicant should. be asked. to provide re 
information about his application. The alternative is to refer tie 
application to the Field Team who could obtain the adiittional 
information in the course of field. e'rmintion of the property. 


W. P. Williams







•


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAUOF MINES	
FEB 81956 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


February 7, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Ifense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 (ef, Branch of Ceramic and. Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: rMEA- Iil5l (Mica) 


Applicant: Birch Mining Co., Inc. (S. & V. Vance) 


Name and. Location of Property: The Birch Mine, _________, N.C. 


1te Ai1ication Rec'd.. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 2/6/56 


ents:


1. No data available in this office on this property. 


2. Although it would be desirable for the applicant 
to furnish more complete information, it appears that a visit by 
an examiner would, furnish more useful data. 


Reccmnendation: 


It is reccumend.ed that the field team visit this mine when 
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. 
If so, the field. team and. applicant should agree on a definite plan 
of exploration on a unit-cost basis.







o


February 6, 19S6 


Subj ecA'48]$h 
Re: Exploration Assiatance 


Birch Mine 
Birch Mining Coinpar Inc. 
Plumtreej.: )Iorth Cáo1ina 


Gentlomen:


• The receipt of your application dateialmary 30, 19S6, 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been assigned Docket NumbePUEL'4]5h 


and referred to theN0tamc M.inerala. Division, 


Kindly identify ll future correspondence relating tO your 


application by this docket number.


Sincerely yours, 


Robert E; Adams, Chief 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division







I
Plumtree, North Carolina 
January 30 1956. 


Mr. Lawerence Houkv 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Washington 25,	 D.	 C. 


Dear r. Houk: 


As per our telephone conversation a few days ago, we enclose 
herewith a new application for loan on Exploration of Birch Mine, 
located in Avery County. We also enclose a revised leaseon the 
part of this mine which is owned by Land & Mineral Company. We 
do not believe that another Consent to Lien is necessary as aU 
exploration which this loan would cover would be on the lands of 
Land & Mineral Company, due to the fact that work would begin at 
the old heading of the mine which is on their property. 


Trusting that we may hear from you favorably on this matter, we 
are


Very truly yours, 


THE BIRCH MINING COMPANY. 


Per (°) i)	 0J 
Secretary







(Revi	 1952)	 UNITEi ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INIOR	 Form Approved. 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 - 


rr-
rt.B2l956 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN 

EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE 



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No-- ----
Metal or Mineral 	 ----------------
Date Received	 ---
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address: ----------------$31fl -1Lan-----------Lyaxi--Vance---------------


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
•	 ---A1dridge--Vioe--Pres 


---------------
(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 


in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 	 all of Plunitree 
(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 	 NC 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land Or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract------------


3	 ________ 


(b) State any mine name by which. the property is known. 	 The Birch Mine 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


----------Lesse? 
(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 


you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land; including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(e) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power.	 16-66551-1







5. The exploration project.—(a)te the mineral or minerals for which you wWo explore 
- -


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 	 •	 . 


(c) The work will start within 	 ------ days and be completed within 4Jts from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations	 j4 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will hav to use a separáte sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geologial consultants. 	 .. . ...- - 


(c) Operatihg materials . and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and' power, water and fuel. 	 .	 . 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and *111 be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated.rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) . Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
Nom.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 


	


estimate of costs.	 - 
7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your sha e of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 


Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? 	 . 
(b). How.do you propose to furnish yàur share of thêcosts? ........... 	 -	 . -	 .	 '-.. - 


Money •	 Use of equipnientowiied by-you 	 - Other	 - - ..	 ... 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper. 	 - 


CERTIFICATION	 .	 .	 - 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf. and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


301956 
Dated --------------------------------------------------------, 195.....


:ff'M'M 	 ii:::: 
I 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes if a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. I. SIVRRNMENT PRINTING OFFICE	 16-66551-i
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NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF MITCHELL 


THIS AGREEMENT made the_2nd day of_October	 , 19_55 
between the LAND & MINERAL COMPANY, a corporation organized pursuant to the laws of the State 


of Delaware, hereinafter sometimes designated as "Lessor," party of the first part; and, 


of	 Avery County, N. C. 


hereinafter sometimes designated as "Lessee," 


(This designation shall include the respective parties, whether one or more, individual or corporate, and 


their respective successors in interest or assigns), party of the second part: 


WITNESSETH 
That the said Lessor, for and in consideration of the premises atid of the sum of One Dollar paid 


said Lessor by Lessee, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, and of the undertakings and agreements 


hereinafter set forth and stated to be kept and performed by the Lessee, has leased and granted, and by 


these presents does lease and grant unto the Lessee the sole and exclusive right and privilege of digging, 


boring and otherwise prospecting for, and mining mica, including scrap, sheet and punch mica, and 


ill minerals commonly found lfl 7W pcgmatite	 , and



to remove the same from the following described tract or tracts of land situate in the State of 


North Carolina	 , County of_Mitchll 


and bounded and more particularly described as follows: 


BEGINNING at an iron cross, the southwest corner 


of.the Vance 3-acre tract, and running north L east 


with the southern line of said 3-acre tract 250 feet 


to a stake in said line; thence south OO feet to a 


stake; thence ' south 5 west 250 feet to a stake; 


thence north OO feet to the beginning. 


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises for the purposes aforesaid only, unto the said 


Lessee for. and during the term	 next ensuing from the_ 2nd	 •	 day of 


October	 .. I	 . 


1 . The Lessee covenants and Ogrees to pay to the Lessor on the 1 0th day oteach month, the fol-
lowing royalties: 


(a) Scrap mica—a sum equal to	 i/	 of the then prevailing market price: 


(b) Sheet and punch mica—a sumequal to l/ _of the then. prevailing market price. 


(c) Feldspar—a sum equal to_5Oç__per ton of_. 2240	 pounds. 


(d) All other minerals—a sumequglto	 i/	 of the then prevailing market price, 


(e) No mica to be sold in'biock form, except to General Serviôes 
Administration.	 .,. 


mined and removed from said premises pursuant to the provisions of this lease during the month 
immediately preceding said dates of payments, which payments shall be made to the Lessor at 
its office in Biltmore, North Carolina, or to its duly designated agent, for that purpose, 


Arthur Buchanan Jr. , in complete settlement of any and all 
royalties due the Lessor for minerls mined and removed during the preceding month and each 
remittance of royalty payments herein specified shall be accompanied by an accurate statement 
or invoice and/or weight ticket, showing the amount, grade, qualification and weight of the 
mica and other minerals upon which said payments are based, together with such other inform-
ation as may be incident to the mining, sale and shipment of said mica.
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(SEAL) 


(SEAL) 


17. It is agreed that during the continuation this lease, or any extension thereof, the Lessor or its 
assigns shall have the refusal of and the right and option to purchase all mica mined and pro-
çluced by the Lessee, from the land and premises hereinabove described. Such purchase to be at 
the prevailing market price. 


1 8. It is agreed that the acceptance of royalty by the Lessor under the provisions of this lease is to 
to be a credit in behalf of the Lessee but is not to be taken or considered as a waiver for any 
damages Lessor may be entitled to recover from Lessee for any breach or breaches that Lessee 
may make in any duty or covenant expressed or reasonably implied in this lease or as an estoppel 
against Lessor in this respect. Nothing contained in this lease is intended to, nor shall it abridge 
or in any way modify the Lessor's right or rights in or to any action for the non-performance of 
the covenants of this lease. 


19.It is agreed that this lease shall not be transferred, assigned or sub-let either in whole or in part 
by the Lessee without the prior written consent of the Lessor and no right or privilege of the Les-
see hereunder can be transferred, assigned or sub-let by Lessee without such written consent of 
Lessor first had and obtained. 


20.Lessee agrees that the Lessor shall in no sense or in any way be held liable for any operations 
under.this lease, and in no event and under no circumstances shall Lessor be held liable for any 
debt, tort or other liability of the Lessee, his agents, workmen or employees and Lessee further 
agrees 'to at all times indemnify and save harmless said Lessor of any claim and demand of what-
soever kind and nature predicated in any manner on. such operations under this lease and Lessee 
further agrees to carry adequate insurance of all kinds to so indemnify said Lessor. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be duly and properly 
executed as of the day and year first above written. 


ATTEST:


LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY


NORTH CAROLINA 
.1CCOU NTY OF MITCHELL 


I, a Notary Public of said State and County, certify that_AFthur Buchanpn, Jr.. , Agrit 


personally came before me this day and 
fore oin instrument for the purposes therein expressed. 


WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal, th the


	


	 'day,2f_ Jnnry	 , 19_56


 NOTARY PUBLIC 
My commission expires. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF MI 


I,	 , a Notary Pubtic of said State and County, 
Vivian Vance do hereby iertify that_Sam K, Vance and wife ,/ 	 personay appeared before me this day and 


acknowledged the due execution of the 


WITNESS my hand and Notarial 


My commission expires: 
4L / / 4


foregoing instrument. 


Seal, thp	 day f J nuary	 , 19 56 


PUBLIC







STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF NXCX MITCHiLL 


LAND AND MINERAL COMPANY 

To 


Sam K. Vance ' and wife,	 FEB 2 1956 
Vivian Vance	 - 


LEASE 
•	 •


Filed for registration on the____________ 


dayof	 , 


19_c1 , at_g	 o'clock ° M., and 
•	 registered in the Office of The Register of 


Deedsfor_________________________________ 


County, North Carolina in Book___________ 
•	 Page11


Register of Deeds for 
H
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1,	 UNITEb STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 SEP 1 7 1966 


$.jpteiier	 196 


'. Sse L. V*aoe, Prist 
Tho irah tii4n	 , I*. 
?lizntree, M*th aroUna


Re: Do*et No. DI&44I (to*) 
?Ireh Pe 
*.very County, ortb CrUi 


iem.r ). Vance: 


(etexance is	 to our ltter ot sptember 13, oo 
cernixg the nia1 0! sow'	 Ication.. 


*tther the Field £ ftrs nr te iield T.a* hey. the 
• aut aity to ap'o. Or d.zU an *pii#tiai, thextOV* I 


to give fl7 .p]antioc ot the reana t' the 1ais3., with ithith 
• vu ear yo* are jot e$tiatiad,4 £ ** eferrir	 i*tt to our 


ehiugton otic., a they iy be at1Lo to clarff7 the dt4atioA. 


iy eogest, beer, that the rea*rn Zbr the i1 
is really cofltained in the cpeair sentence ot you' letter: 


have aed asve1 *ppLieation Or aesiatance in ow ope*tic 
ot the Btrcb iz*.'	 ii not aut)*wisd to scetet 1* the 
operetLac or dsveiont of iee our aetxrz'ity inclue* outy 
eztiac.


erel yours, 


Rebert A. Lrar.aae 
ntive Ot!1cer 


DNrI& Pield Tai, Reglen V 


RAL/sg 


Operating Oonnnittee (^)(-
•Kiil8gaard • •	 ••	 •• 


Lpneh 
8hirley	 .	


.5 


File.







a


SP1flg5& 


Plujntree N C 
September 1 196 


Mr. Robert A. Laurence 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
ROom 13 Pot Office Building 
Knoxville Tennessee. 


Tsar Mr. Laurence: 


We have made several applications for assistance in our operat.on of the 
Birch Mine and, so f&t' the officials in Washington have rejected this in 
each instance, claiming that the fieid men did not give a favorable re 
port and that the mine had been exhausted. This property has been one 
of the largest producers of high grade strategic mica in North Carolina 
and since there , has been only one deposit removed we cannot understand 
how any one could determine whether it is exhausted. We know of several 
instances where there has been considerable assistance given, on 'similiar 
projects or mines that have yLeided large quantities of zniOa. 


We were assured by Mr. Teague on two occasslons that he woild recommend 
this project.	 would like to know therefore why we have been Qontinu. 
ously denied help on thie operation a we are not satlEfied with the reason 
given us. 


Thanking you for a reply, we. are 


Very truly yours, '	 , 


DHE BIRCH }IINING COMPANY, Inc 


/s/ Sam K. Vance 
reaident. 


Sam K Vance/yv















RECEIVED	 I 
]4,195L


C 
P1	 ee, N.C.	 0 
June 11, 1956	 P 


Y 


United States Department of The Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Mininistration 
Washington, 25,D. C. 


Atten: Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf


Re: Docket Nd. D}4EA-4154-Mica 
Birch Mining Company, Inc. 
Birch Mine 
Mitchefl County, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf: 


We are in receipt of your letter of June let advising us that you were 
again denying assistance in the development of the above project. You 
had already advised us of this action on February 27th and we do not 
know the reason for your latest letter as we had not asked recently 
for assistance. 


In the third paragraph of your letter you state that information in-
dicates that there is not sufficient promise of mica to justify 
government participation. Frankly, we do not understand how this 
conclusion could be arrived at as during the period from 1943 to 1948 
this mine produced more strategic mica in volume than any other mine 
we know of. While the government records might not verify this the 
majority of this mica was mined after Colonial Mica Corp. discontinued 
the purchase of non-ruby mica and it was sold to private concerns, 
and since there has been only one drift located we feel reasonably 
sure that there should be one or two more if these deposits hold true 
to the Charles Ridge, Landers and others nearby, which have yielded 
considerable quantities of mica on different levels or deposits. The 
Birch mine has been worked to an approximate depth of 900 feet only 
and the Charles Ridge Mine which is nearby is again producing large 
quantities of strategic mica at 1150 feet, therefore, we feel that there 
is a possibility that this mine will do likewise. 


We have spent considerable money and time on our own to develop this 
property while similar properties in this section had had government 
participation. We now have in our possession a properly executed 
Consent to Lien from Land & Mineral Company and we would be pleased 
to have you reconsider this application. 


Thanking you for a reply, we are


THE BIRCH MINING COMPANY Inc 


/s/ Sm K. Vance 


Sam K Vance/vv	 President
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 	 2 15 


Mthid. iiis1*t 
•	 IP 1ILX!*1AP *k. t	 .Mn1sbiti 


V. P. DL.trich, ii.f 
&nc*i ot erte ani Prtt],t*er	 risi.s 


bj*ct: i1m&. 	 (*ió.) 


_______ 


•	 Birth )Itz* )IitMU CD., 1. C. 


• ç: 3/ET/6 


••	 t, .	 r4	 51/5 


• !4


1. The rposed vo is is ib. .zfta o *itftg z'st*z! 
th s*porstn. 


2 	 p5p44 
the	 .



____________ I ocu *1* t* field 1*s*'* rectiou. 


ig1ed 


w.,r. rnetrtcb







IN REPLY REFER TO 


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF' THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25 D C	 n) 


I











DE'1fl MINERALS ZPI)RATiON ADMINISTRAUQN 


FlEW ZM4INATION 11RPOR 


On 


Iaoa j ! (& 
ttajounê7, L C. 


. R.	 ,. a.	 Oeo1ogii,t 
U. 3. Qeo3.oiea1 3rvoy 


and 


A L. ?.yti, Mining ng.n.er 
U. S • ureaz ot Mines 


i'h 27, 956	
Reviewed by 


D1EA OPERATING COMMITT 


(date)







H	 . 
WMINTIC REPORT B lIEU) TEAK 


•	 REGION V	 REQEly 
M4y171966 


E& .IIISh IL BIRCH MECL KINE (mica) 
—witsil	 t'N1 ôiz,oli 


Applicants Birch dining Coçany, Inc., Sam K. and Vivian Vance, 
•	 P1utre., North Carolirni 


	


T be scceesiblø portions oX the rains extend	 ft &rwn an irregular 
-11 to-370 ino3.ine. Two large, lenticular penatiteà have been mined 
extensiyelyr. The recovery of muscovite from mining operaticas in progress 
is very low. The indicated potential for lateral wcrk is OQ1. Propoaed 
lateral wrk in the atoped areas is mining and davelopnent in a direction 
that indicates a lack øf continu3t or a thinning. It is recommended U*t 
the applioatin be deniød.


Introductics 


Lation and	 Uties	 •• 


The Birch Nine Is 3 miles northwest of Spear, Mitchell County, N. C. 


It Is 3.3 airline miles N 69° W from ?lwatree, N. C. (C.r,srs Gap, If. C... 


Tmut. TVA Quad., 2()8 SE, l/2b,000). 


Facilities present sri a tool and. boiet houaø, a coçwes.or, thill, 


accessory eq4pInt, and a mine car. • 


1arainatio r	 £ 


T 1* mine wae examined Irch 27, 19S6 in the cona of . Sam Vance 


sad Sa* <dam. Three and one ..half hours were spent in the eu*lnation. 


Hi2


The Birch Nine has been worksd intermittently 5OS: 1900. The first 


known work was perIcmsd at the surface in a pipe..lika mica shoot ithic 


plunged about 25° southward into the hillside. 'A *att (Steven ('asn) was







1xmacript,J. C. 10?QnJ U.S.G.S.). 


Oeolo 


I	 I 
sunk, and worked Latez' duzing and after World War I. It is fiUed now. 


In 1920 the 100..faot shaft was worked until the pegaatt. pinched to 10s 


inhss in thickness. In 19142 an adit ae started, and stopped, in favor 


of the old shaft. Ix* Vance, Jack eUer, and John 11is, found that the 


pegtite thickened downward and contained a rich utca ane. Operations 


were continued by Ira Vanoe end W.. S. i.nt until 19147. Sales made to the 


Colonial 4ioa Corporation in World War II amounted to $271,7?14.38. 8ince 


191414, according to flynt, about $260,000 wcth baa been sold. (3148l, 


Birch MLne caa. Report, Oct. 6, L9I4 : Also Blue !U.dge, unpzblish•d 


Je*ent Woz9kin 


An inc1i*d adit. with its portal 7 ft back into the bill from the 


old portal, extends 148 ft down to muck and water. (the applicant shows the 


incline to be 920 ft in length). The proposed work at one place puts the 


work only 30 ft inside the improperly described area at its northern end, *id 


the other area is. ccmp1ete oft the area shown in the legal description. 


it is on the Veno* ?ropertv. 


The incline is narrow, about i ft wide and /2 ft in height, 


timbered for the first O ft. Thereafter 9 it wd•na into several large 


stopea, 2. to 30 ft hirn, and up to 140 ft wide.. Tb. ebopes are extensively 


backtilled. A base line down the center of th. track in the haulagswar, 


reading from the portal, is as foUavs







7 ..	 S.. 


Inolin ApproxLat.1y. Horiz. 
Sttion otict -Y .-r	 ILU*	 Pt.1., 


-20° S2°W 25 214 


25-88 -19° $ 140 0 63
..	 S,	


S 


86.U3 •,:300 S35°W 25 22 


U3138 *25° S25	 W 25 22 


138..1.60 450 3 33	 W 22 20 


160.200 .1140 5 140 38 


200236 44° S • 50 36 35 


236.273 -250 S 300 E 37' 35 


273.333 .34° 8 22° 60 4? 


333-378 .flO 5 250 2 36 


Turfl off at 353' i MWI ( j ].Ine	 : 


0.30 law S 300 W 30 30 


30-80 .220 S 10° 50 47 


80.135 ,260 S S	 2 55 50 


(water at	 5 feet point)


S 


At staticzi 300, 'the upper pegatite t&ile out, and another )ipwer 


psgiitite lens comes in about 10 ft. lower	 ortics1. 


A$toped area exists at station U5 in dine "*.	 It trends 25 ft 


N 3O E at - 200. This area on both sides of the incline is being ained


at present. 


cat	 of Ai1tcant'* Proposed Work 


Th. applicant propoals work at the 378.ft point in tle auckfiUed end 


of the in incline, and at the 181-ft point in a stcped area about 50 ft 


in width nccrtkieaat of the inoline. 


*3. 







I	 . 
S	 ______ *. O! 17 Bock MUSCOVit 


Tito lenttalar pegastites have been cit throu and mined ott to a 


large eXtMnt. 


L' be lower pegmtit., at the 378. tt point is 8 feet thick and.ia 


coiçosed of diseminated small quartz and oligoclase crystals up to 1' x 6" 


in width. The hanging waLl strLkss N 35 E and dips 30 $E, while the 


footwaU strikes N ti00 E	 dips 550 SE, Sssn z'ua colored i*uscovite 


cZ'yetals, 4 to 6 inches wide, occur' in a 5.4t square section. uacovite 


here is generally ruled aM bent, however, some is flat and clear. Small 


muscovite is abundant. Crystals. of muacoV1te in a pillar at the 353$t 


statton are aligned with the pitch of the body, and are 2 ft x 1 ft x 4 in., 


in thickness, The iieediate vicinity has been etoped. and elabbed. 


At the l81ft point, the other location proposed by the applicant, 


a large area 50 ft x 15 ft exposes a graphic to coarse textured pegntite 


8 ft thick and barren of strategic muacovite. It is composed of about 15% 


pink, potash teldspar, 40% soda feldspar, 40% qua ts:end 5% small (ia) 


disseminated muscovite. Other minerals reported as present (Olson, Blue 


Ridge tn.) include garnet, apatite, epidot, 'and thulite. 


0l*on (Blrclt ica Mine, 1943) belieVea the two pematites to be 


large ( 10 to 20 .ft thick), irregular lenses. aligned nearly duà south and 


pitching downward about 270 tr'om the horizontal. He found that where the 


hanging wall had a ahallov dip and the ootwsl1 a steep dip, as at the 378... 


ft point, the body would thicken doim the plunge, but the opposite was true 


generally of a steeply dipping banging wall. Mining up or down dip will 


probably disclose the thinning of the pegtite outward from the pipe.like 


-4.'.







I •.


.	 . 


mass foiow*d in mining. 


The pegaatites are conforxb]e to the country rock, a biotita schi*t 


and hornblende gneias. The gneiss has been altered to btotite schist in a 


lu thob to 5 feet zone adjacent to the pegn*tit, The foliation cu. sa from 


N 30° on the south to N 60 to	 E at the nca'thern end of the mine, azid. 


dips from 30 SE to vertical (average 60°) (Oi.son L9b3). 


Conclusions 


This mine is operating from the IIB ft point. iøviral large areas 


indicating the irreulaz' nature of the lenticuar pegntites e±ist along 


the incline. WQz'k propoeed by the applicant is in the realm of mining. 


Although the pogatite oay thicken down the plunge, it is probable that it 


will thiü latersl3y (the direction the applicant prcposes). It is t# 


recommended that the application be denied. 


References: 


1, Olson, J. C., B]xte Ridge Mnuscri (unpublished) 
2, Olson, J. C., i9)43, Ths frCh P&ta Mine (USGS open file 
3. DMLAsu.3]i8l, Birch tne (mi05) Examination Report, Oct. 6, l95I 


A. B. Taylor and S. C.. Beag**n, Geologists 
U. 5. Oeoløgical. Survey 


and 


A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer 

U. 5. Bureau of )Iines 


$
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


\	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


\	
WASHINGTON 2.5, D. C. 600 


Mr. Robert ALaurence 
Executive 0ffier, DNEA 
Field Team, Region V 
Room 13, Post 0*fice Building 
Knoxville, 2, Teressee Re: Docket No. DNEA-4154-Mica 


Birch Mining Company, Inc. 
Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. I.u.rence: 


Please review the subject application and arrange for a 
field examination if yu deem it necessary. 


Copies of memoranda dated February 7, 1956,by Mr. W, F. 
Dietrich, USBM,and Mr. W.P. Williams, USGS, 	 riL, relating 
to the project are enclose4. 


Enclosed is a skeh of the Birch Mine showing the shaft, 
incline and the applicant's pposed drifting. A careful check 
should be made to ascertain whether the incline and the 200 feet of 
proposed drifting are contained\within the boundaries of the leased 
area. Unless additional land isacquired, it appears the target is 
not sufficiently large to warrant the expenditure of 9000,OO for 
200 feet of drifting. 


If a contract is recommende a new Consent to Lien must 
be obtained, since the one we now havecontains a clause under 
paragraph 5 that is unacceptable,


Sincerelr\ yours, 


Chairman, Operating Committee 
Approved: 


Member, BureaU of Mines 


Member, Geological Survey 


Enclosures: 5











OF	


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


\	 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	 Q 


Mr • Sam K. Vazce, President 
Birch Mining Coiipany, Inc. 	 - 
Pluntree, North darolina


Re: Docket No. DI1EA-4l54-Mjca 
Birch Mining Company, Inc. 
Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Vance: 


Your application ±oassistance in exploring the subject 
property has been reviewed by t1 Nonmetallic Minerals Division of the 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration and has been referred to 
Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Executive bfTicer, DNEA FIeld Team; Region v, 
Room 13, Post Office Building, Knoxlle, 2, Tennessee, for further 
consideration and possibly a field emination, 


Arr Consentb(,Lien will	 ncessaryj-- since t) one, 
now have, onta& clause under paragrai'3 that is macceptabl 


The Regional Office will contact y at an early date if 
an examination is to be made. Any assistance ou may give the 
members of the Field Team during the examina'tioiwill be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Administrator 
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6(1' UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


Febz'*xy 7, 


To	 W*.tsflic Minerals Ot'v'tston 
•D&tse inerals Zzplsirstion M*iniatratioz 


4. at, ii*c o Cer*rnc **	 tiUser )terisls 


1th4ect 	 tEAJlk (Kca) 


tnt: lirc*i Ithiin Co.,	 & V Ys) 


ma si4 .ic*tiQ31 of ?rr* Th Birch Mtw, ________, LC. .,I..'	 1U i.	 tf$*,,4	 .,. . ..	 L11r 


Zeta AUcstion be	 . at c.rsie & Prttu*.	 rtei*: a/6/56 -	 ..1, -4---	 n	 L	 ..u1-	


1	


I	 I	 4,_,,-	 L	 w 


1	 atas*ib*in*ottieeønthisro9eTt 
2 Alu&1. it MOULt be dmsLrtbia for tb* pptsnt 


to furada1 *ora u1ets	 it qpesrs t**t a visit by 
an ezcøii*r vo44 tix'ni*2i ie useful. data. 


bcoon4.tion: 
I .LI	 '.	 iii


Is ie14 urn.. 'visit this *i i4*rni 
in that i'iei*fty to aseertais if an exploration prsjact is jutifie4. it o,. e tili tse and. .pplint sheulil agree on a ltizdts plan 
of exploration on aUttwt basis.


Signed 


V. t . Dietrich
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ii:


IN REPLY REFER TO 


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
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