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DOCKET COPY 
OF	


-7	 Strriazne 


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 ' n 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINIbATION 



WASHINGTON 25 D C 


fEB281955 


Mr bruce?. 011is 


IngaUs, North Caroliin
He: 1)oeket No • DMEA- 453 Mica 


ruee P. oms 
Poteat Nine 
tvery County, North Carolina 


Dsaz' Mr. Ohs: 


Reference is made to our letter of October 1, 1956, 
dezyin and our letter of December , 954 reaffirming the denia3 
of your application for exploration assitanoe at the subject mine. 


These letters were written after a careful study of the 
factual data available at this office. 'i the DEA tald ream re-
exAinination of the Poteat Mine on Februax , 1955, and 3ubsequent 
review of all the infortion indicates that th probebi Lity ef 
naking a significant discovery is not suifcisntly encouraging to 
Justify Governaent parttcipation. 


We regret to advise you, that vder these cirotunstances, 
your application for exploration aseistance at the Poteat Mine is 
denied.


Sincerely yours, 


0 Mittendor1 


A6inistrator 


WCAnderson: ad 2/21/55 
Copy to: Adxnr B. File 


Docket 
Operating Connittee 
Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrlch, 3061 
Mr. Houk
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


ROMSHIBD2IQEQ3LDGO 
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN.


February lO l9 


xorandua 


To:	 Operating Coittes, DN	 Washingthn, D Co 


From:	 Field Taam D0 L EeiL RSgiOn V, KnoXville, Tennessee 


Subject: DA313 (d.ca) Bruce P0 Ohs, Thgafls, L C. 
Potet sine, Avery County, N, C 


After an exchange of co 	 pondence between . Laurence 
and ?Ir. 011is, regardiflg r 	 aidnation of the subject mine, 
Teagu and Amos reinspected the deposit on February 2, 19%. 


Since the original examination in September l9SI, the 
applicant has done considerable bulldozing on the property and sunk 
a 12foot test pit in the floor of and at the end of a cut on the 
northeast corner of the property, The pit was flooded to the 
collar; however, Ir Ohs reported that it was sunk entirely in 
"slate" (mica'.sthist)'. He has some vague idea that he will encounter 
a micbearing pagmatite whon he cute through the mica schist, There 
is no geologic basis for this opinions 


At the southtest corner of the worked area, ?, Clue 
has cut a trch about 100 ft long and obtained about 6O worth of 
mica. This mica is associated with a quartz lens. 


The suiimary of conditions as given in the original 
examination report still applies. Apparentr a few scattered mice 
rich areas have been accidentaUy located in the thick, perthite-'rich 
alaskite; however, the possibility for the discovery of a worthwhile 
mica deposit is very poor. Additional work is not warranted. 


The denial should be reaffirmed. 


V. J.	 ting 
EXECUZIE OtER 
DMEA REGION 


D H. Moe, Geo1oist 
U S Geological Stvo
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


ROVMH IN4 F'R3LDO

KNOXVILLE 2, TENNS 


Deoombr 13, 1914 


Iemorandum 


To:	 Operating Cowittee, DNEA Washingtoii 


os	 ecutive Officer, DA Region VII 


Subject: DME . 3bS3 (ndca) Bruce .L Ohs, Ingahs, N. C • Poteat I4ine 
Ivery County, N. C. 


The letter to ?k. Ohs . sent with your letter of December 8, 


is satisfactory to us and the original has been mailed to him. 


Robert A. Laurence







	
•	


•	


Docket Copy 
-	


Surname: 


UNITEDSTATS

DEPARTMENT OF FHE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION



	


WASHINGTON 25 D C	 600 


DEC -g19E4 


	


. koberz A Laurence	 Subje.4* Doek,t No. DKk'343 
x*cutive Officer, DY4E&	 Bruce P. QL1i 


	


.je1d Teaz Reg&cii VII	 Poteat Mtn 
flock 3, Post Qtfice B1ig.	 Avery Cnity, 1ortb Carolina 
flcxiU* 2, 


near Mr. Laurence: 


eference is dade to tte sub)ect application wbiol w* 
denied Octobor 1, 1954. 


Wo ax* enc'Io rig a copy f a letter fr the Applicant 
retueattng recwideration of the c1eitia1 Ve hae recjffiz'med tl* 
3entI u the bain tat tJ-o ml o i O nontz ateic quality. It 
you ai'e in agreement with this action p34*ae forward the enclosed 
letter to t applicant. It y* ire not in agrei*ertt please return 
all copies to this office.


,3incere]r ytr 


	


Gojè	 IftYgi 


Qiaizinan cterating 
Approved:


LGHouk gad 12/8/54 
3 fl, Hedges	 Copy to	 Adznr R FiJe 


Operating Conmabtee 
Mr Dietrich, 3061 


LXior H Knlsgaard 	 Mr Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr Houk Maber, (eoloioa1 ury 


uoloeur.a 2







Docket Copy 
Surname: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATIOI'4 



WASHINGTON 25 D C 


Mr. Bruce P. 011is 


Zmgalls, North Cerolina
Re: Docket No. DI4]k.-3453 Mica 


Bruee P. OUia, •	 vtt 
A1very County, North Carolirm 


Dear *. auis: 
Eterene. in de to your Letter of November 9, 1954, 


rsqn.st$g reconsideration of the suh3ect applieaticn which was 
denied (ktober 1, 1954. 


Xt is noted tram your 1,tt*z' that the subject Potest Mine 
under consideration for exploration asstance, and examined ty the 
Yield Team on September 8, 1954, i. also known as the Brushy Creek 
)(in.. Tb. proposed project dos not meet th. criteria necesiary to 


3fy for *xploraticn assiatancø inasmuch as the mica is not of 
strategie quality, therefore, the dei,ial of your application is 
reaffirmed. 


Hrever, if you still believe that your property can pro 
duce a 02gnifieant amount of stiategic mica, ye suggest that you. do 
same additional work and expose new areas. Qi ecmpletion of this 
work, it you will advise us as to what new work has been done, we 
viii be very pleased to arrange for ariotkez' ezaminati on of yu 
property.


Sincerely yours, 


C 0 M1 ndoj
V 


Administrator 


LGH012k:gad 12/8/54 
Copy to: Adinr R. File 


Docket 
Field Team, Region VII 
Operating Committee 
Mr. Dietrich, 306]. 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr Houk







.	 0 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25 D C	 600 


** 


Xn1a11s,
\	 Rex Dookøt Jo. fl1O"34$? -* 
\	 Bre. P. CcLliu 


Pot.*t **. 
\	 1tver!y Ct7, Jortb CsriUna



Dsu' W. (flits: 


Reference i to jo Letter of Ioe*t*r 9, 19$4, 
reqs.ting ec edexatici of the inibeet application *tcb wee 
dsaiLed Oet0ber 1, 1954. 


Xt is noted tr*	 1ettr that the suW4Iet Poteat Idne 
wdez	 .d.rattc*i for exp1orèiz aaetstane•, sz 	 i*lned b the

fleJ4 Than z $.pt.ber 8, 1954,\is also known as tbn brushy Creek 
)(Ius. Dental of your applicattci\wae 1*aed on ths P1,24 Thea 


r**thattani port and othei	 ctt which indicates the inprob-
ability 0± dislostg aig*iftoant reerss of strategic atea. Th 
proposed projest does not ast tt* oturis necessary to qt*ltf for 
•xploratiou assistance tMWL$h as tbs\nioa is not of *t!*tsgio 
quality, therefore, the dcaiL of your p1icatic te reaffirnud. 


However, if yot still believe tt yr property aen pro-
due* * significant s*ourit of strategic' tea>wo eggast that jou do 
ecs. additional work ax expose e*w areas. 	 e*p1eticxz of this 
work, if you wili advise us as to what new vorkhas bee* dobe, V. 
will be very pleased to arrange for another ez4aRth* of our 


•	 operty.


Sineerety yours, 


Administrator 
LGHoik:gad :12/7/54







.	 I 
Ingalls, N	 C 


Nov	 9, 1954 


Dept	 of Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Adm 
Washington, D	 C	 Re	 Docket No	 DMEA-3Z53 - Mica 


Poteat Mine 
Dear Sir	 Avery Co , N	 Car 


In answer to your let tier of Oct 	 1st	 1954	 I would like 
for you to reconsider my application for aid, and re-open my case 
please	 This mine was originally called The Brushy Creek Mine 	 I 
did not know this when I made my app1icatin for aid 	 This mine has 
given tons of No 	 1 mica, and if there is a good prospect fox mica 
this mine is one of them 


Your DMEA Field Examiner ask me when he wa 	 at said nune if 
this could be the Brushy Creek Mine 	 At that time I could not answer 
his question then	 After getting more information on the mine 	 It 
is known as the Brushy Creek Mine 


J	 W	 011is, no relation of mine, is one of the few old 
timers left in this section uho has mmcd a number of years, and he 
was one of the last miners to work at this mine 	 He recolnxnend3 it to 
be a good prospect 


I have done some work at thLs mine, but there is still a lot 
more to be done yet to get it opened up


Yours truly, 


/s/ Bruce P	 011is
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•	 Docket Copy 
Surname: 


	


UNITED STATES	 L 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



	


WASHINGTON 25 D C	 600 


)4'. Szue. p Øflj	 CT 1 


Ingafls, Iorth Cao2ina
Re: Docket No. Th(&4	 Mica 


in. 
Aiisry County, Iorth Caroiim& 


Dear Mr. Uia: 


our applieatign or a4 'Or LU explO0atiou proeot' and 
other r.perrta aaila1,).e to a in Wash Lngton relating to the sject 
property have been revL.wed. 


Projects approe4 by the i)efexise Niurals xp1oratica 
Administration anat, in its jt4ga*ønt, abow definite pruise of 
ieLding natmriale øf ac*eptabe grads in quantities that will 


sLti.snt3y improve the mineral sup3y po.itioø for the Xatio.4 
Defense. Prc gram. 


•.	


0	 • 


• 	 00 : 


Carei3 3tudy Qf all OW tZItOr%atic*1 indicates to izs that 
the probability of disclosing signiti4&nt reserves of mica by yotw 
proposed program is not sntficieat] prcaisi*g to justify overent 
participatiaa. We regret to advise ycu, under these eirumsta*ees, 
that your applicati* for explcratio assistanc. is denied. 


0	
0 0 0


	


• •i wish to thank you tor your interest in the Detenae • 
Minerals Progr and for bringi yoI, prepe*ty to (r ateztton. 	 • 0	 0 


Siriere1 yours, 
• 	 0	 • 	 0	


• 	
/ 1	 ••• 


	


r	
r Johnson	 I 


ACTTh' Adnimistr*t 
LGHouk.gad 10/1/54 
Copy	 . Adxnr. B. File 


0	 • Docket	 ..	 • 	 0	


• 	 0	 • 	


•0	


0 


0	


èrating Committee	 0 0 •	 0	
• ••	


0	 • 	
• 	 0 


• • •	


0	 Field Team, Region VII • • 	 • • •	 0	 •.	 • 	


• 	 0 


	


• 	


0 0 0	
0 Mr. Dietrich, 3061	


• 	


• 	


0	 0	


0	 • 	 • 	


•.	 0 


Mr Kiilsgaard, 5227 
• 	


• 	
0	 Mr. Houk	 0 	 • 	 •0 	


0 	 • 	 • 	
0







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 	 600 


October 1, 1954 


Memorandum 


To:	 Administrator 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and summary report. 


By: James Hopkins 


1. Docket No. DMA-3453 - Mica 


Property: P'oteat Nine 
Avery County, North Carolina 


Applicant: Bruce P. Oils 
Ingalls, North Carolina 


Application: Form NF-lO3 received August 20, 1954 


Work proposed: 
Bulldoze area 200' x 400' 
100 hrs. @ $18.00 $1,800.00 


Labor 4 men @ $1.00/hr. 12 weeks 1,920.00 
Building Road 500.00 
Mining House 250.00 
Magazine 200.00 
For Contingencies 330.00 


Amount requested $5,000.00 
No contract:	 Application denied.


2. Comments: 


Geological premise: All mica is small and mostly scrap grade. 
Pegmatite too lean to be worthwhile for even a scrap operation. 


Geological criteria: 
1. Peginatite is fine grained -- probably alaskite conform-


able to mica schist wall rock, weathered and unzoned. 
2. No mica concentration exposed. 
3. The mica Is green in color, hard, curved, bent, cracked, 


badly ruled and "tied'. 


Future possibilities: None, 


Recommendations: The Nonmetaflic Minerals Division concurs in the 
field team's recommendation to deny the application. The 
Geological Survey and the Bureau of Nines are in agreement. 







•
UNITED STATES	 L i L	 f 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


September 28, 19514. 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Donald R. Irving, Acting for Chief, Ceramic and. 
Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: DMEA-314.53 (mica)



plicant: B. P. 011is 


Name and Location of Property: Poteat Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Date of Field Team Rpprt: September 17, 19511. 


Date Rec'd. by Ceramic & Fertilizer Mtls. Br.: September 211 . , 19511. 


1. Denial. 


Comments:


1. The mica found at this mine was poor in quality and 
small in grade. 


Recommendation: 


I concur in the field team's recommendation for denial 
of this application on the basis that there is little possibility 
of obtaining strategic mica.


Donald R. Irving







OF	 IN REPLY REFERTO: 


UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT C)F THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY	 L JC 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


September 2+, l95# 


Re: DIVEA-31453 
Bruce P. 011is 
(Poteat Mine) 
Avery Co., N. C. 


Memorandum	 $5,000 - Mica 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 E. L. Newcoriib, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Concurrence with Field Team denial 


The field examiners recommend this application be denied. 


Their reasons for a denia:L are valid and justified. 


I concur with their report and recommend the Poteat mine 
be denied exploration assistance.


e. 
E. L. Newcomb







O	 . 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION


:: 


•	 KNOXVILLE 2 TENN 


September l7 l9 


1Ieniorandu" 


To	 Operating Coimnit.tecs	 Washington 


From	 Field Teams DJ€A Region VII Knoxvifle Tennessee 


Subject& Field Examination Reports DNEA3L3 (Lca) Bruce P. 011is 
Ingalls, L C 0 Poteat nc Avery County, N0 C. 


Enclosed are four copies of the subject examination 


report. The property was exaned thout a field referral, 


We aee with the e:ndners that this applicat:Lon 


should be denied,


Robert A. Laurence 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
9MEA REGION VI I• 


Wm•0 A Beck, for V0 J0 Irn& 
U0 S Bureau of Inea







.	 . 


UNITD STATES:

DEPARTMENT OF T} INTERIOR 


DEFENSE NINERALS EXPLORATION ADNINISTRATICN 


REPORT OF EW'IINATION BY FIELD TE REGION VII 


DILE3L53W POTEAT NINE (iica) 
Avery Ccunty N. Ce


i-


BY 


K H. Teague and D. H. Amos Geologit 
U, S. Geological Surv 


and 
L. E. Shirley, 1"ithing Engineer



U, S. Bureau of IkiIine 


September i6 l9







.	 I 
IEELD XAMENATION REPORT 


ON 
POTT ?LENE (mica) 


Applicant0 Bruce P. 011is, Ingalls, North Cat cia 


ctensie slumped open cute exist at this place, having been made in a 
large, fine grained, mica-lean pegmatite. There is little lil&ihood for the 
discovery of a worthwhile mica deposit, The examiners recommend that the 
application be denied. 


The deposit was examined on Septenber 8, 19Sb. 1 C Bruce P. Olin 
accompanied the examiners on the inspection which required two hours, 


The Poteat Mine is on the slope cf Mill Ridge, south of Brushy Creek, 
2j airline miles S. L° E. of Ingalls, Avery County, North Carolina, Accees 
is good at all times to within 1/8 mile of the mine, Only a foot trail 
extende from this point to the mina 


A more or less continuous open cut with an area of several acres has 
been made at this place by diverting a stream across the pegmatita. The 
area wor1d is about SOO feet long in an eastwest direction and 200 feet 
wide in a northa"south direction0 Sides of all of the cuts are badly slumped, 
A few short "ground hot" adits have been driven in the sides of the cuts, 
none of which expose mica of strategic grade, Depth of the cut varies from 
10 to L.O feet. 


This opening has been made in a thick, ent1y dipping, finegrained 
pegmatite, which apparently contns mostly scrap mica, It is approximately 
50 feet thick, conformable to the mica schist wall rock, weathered, unzoned 
tre. N, 25° 600 Land dips 10° ST, No mica concentration is expod, 


This deposit could be described as either a coarse grained alaskite 
or a fine-grained pegmatite, It is composed of perthite, sodic plagio 
case, quarte, and green mica, 


All mica is email and mostly of scrap grade. The examiners believe 
the pegmatite is too lean in mica to be worthwhile for even a scrap operation, 
The mica is green in color, hard, curved, bent, cracked, badly ruled and 
"tied," 


Possibilities for the discorery of a worthile deposit of strategic 
mica at this place are very poor, The examiners recommend that the 
application be denied. 


ram: Sept, 8, 1951.


K, H. Teague and D, H. Amos, Geologists 
U. S. Geological Survey 


L. E Shirley, Mining rigineer 
U0 S. Bureau of Nines 


z
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


September 17, 1951i 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Donald R. Irving, Acting for Chief, 'Ceramic and 
Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: D?v1EA-346 (mica) 


Applicant: Bruce P. 011is 


Name and Location of' Property: Poteat Mine 
Mitchell County 


S	 Comments:


1. No data available :tn this office on subject mine. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the field teani visit this mine when 
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. 
If so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan 
of exploration on a unit-cost basis. 


Jg04 €L ie 
Donald R. Irving	 (S 


6'
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


August23, 1954 


Memorandum 


BEVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-3453 (mica) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense MineraLs Exploration Ad:niinistration 
From: E. L. Newcomb, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant's name and address: Bruce P. 011is, Ingalls, North Carolina 
Name of property: Poteat Mine 
Location of property: 8 miles NE of Spruce Pine, North Carolina 
Summary of applicant's proposal: 


100 hi's. - bulldozing 
Shaft sinking and drifting.	 - 


TOTAL COST (EST.) - 5,OOO. 
Sources of information on applicant's property: 


We have no information on the Poteat mine, Avery Co., N. C. 
There is a Poteat mine in Mitchell Co., N. C., but from the 
description of the mine locations the two properties are 10 
miles apart. 


'Comments: This property was developed during the last war and may 
warrant exploration assistance. In light of the fact that 
we have no pertinent information on the property, it seems 
best to refer the application to the Field Team. 


BECOIv ENDATION: Field referral for examination at their convenience. 


£&f 
E. L • Newcomb







. 


ar.. 13iice }. O11t 
Thgail' 
North


August 20, 195k 
Subject: aE&,313 
Re:	 ioratton Lssistaxe 


Poteat jine 


Dear Sir:.


Agust 19, 1%1 
The receipt of your application dated 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended,. is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been. assigned Docket Number 
N*n..etaUic Mirra18 Divts.on,, 


and referred to the 


Kindly refer to 


relating to your application.


in any future correspondence 


Sincerely yours, 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Wasiington, D. .	 44994







S.	 I 


Ingalls, North Carolina 
August 19, l95+ 


United States Department of the Interior 
Defense Minerals ploration Administration 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


Enclosed herewith you will find application for loan 
in connection with a mine which I have leased. Please 
give this matter your very prompt attention. 


•	 erYt7,j 


Bruce P. 011is


/







UNITED S ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT OR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLÔ.RAFION ADMINISTRATION


MF-103

(Revised April 1952)


Form Approved. 
Budget Bureau No. 42-R1035.2. 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN

EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORbER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950,AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. ---------------
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received -----------------------
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS	 - 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailingaddress: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------ie---P. Q11 3 Ia11	 NoIhQarQUa_________________________________________ 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, So state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


------------------------------Saeattache&sbest-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. 	 Poteat Mine 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 
---------------Les..ae.e--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. Copy attached hereto 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 	 . - - 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest if' any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. See attached sheet 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. See attached 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing, to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. See attached sheet 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points. 8 miles northeast of Spruce Pine, N. C. 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials supplies, equipment, water, and power. 
Manpower, materials, suppies. and equipment are all available.
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5. The exploration projeot.—('T State the mineral or minerals for which you wish to eplore 
-------------------------


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. See attached sheet. 


(c) The work will start within --------days and be completed within -----6 months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out uch explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. ii- years mining experiencE 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). See attachd sheet 


(b) Labor, supervision, consuTtan1s.—TTnlude an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies —Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—NO items of g'eneral overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? 	 Yes	 - 


	


(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs? 	 '	 - 


Money	
.	 Use of equipment owned by you 	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or othertvise, both in ' his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated ---------------Augiist.19th---------------------------, 195!E. 


-.


	


	 (Applicant) 


By 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a crmina! offense to make, a willfullyiatse statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency oF the United States as to any matter wit?iin its'jurisdktion. 


- - -	 , - '	 - -	 -.	 - U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE	 16-66551-i







BRUCE POCLLIS 


3(a) BEGINNIN 
'i-8 degrees ea 
30 minutes ea 
with the old 
stake; . thence 
li-9 feet to a 
thence south 
degrees east 
east 100 feet 
stake; thence 
thence north 
degree east I 
to a stake in 
30 minutes we 
feet to a sta: 
north 81 degr 
78 feet to a 
a stake; then 
thence 1eavin 
back to the H


on a i Inch sycamore stump 
st 92 feet to a pile of stone; 
st 197 feet to a rock in an oi 
road south 50 degrees 30 mlnut 
leaving the road and running


and running thence south 
• thence south 23 degrees 
.d road; thence running 
es east 100 feet to a 
south +0 degrees east 


sta.e; t1encenortIi 70 degrees east 177 feet to a stake; 
67 degrees east 100 feet to a stake;. thence south 63 
200 feet to a stake; thence north 80 degrees 30 minutes 
to a stake; thence north 5 degrees west 200 feet to a 
north 31 degrees 30 minutes west 100 feet to a stake; 


52 degrees west 122 feet to. a stake; thence north 1 
00 feet to a stake; thence north 8 degrees west 127 feet 
a trail; thence running with the trial north 87 degrees 


st 100 feet to a stake; thence north 68 degrees west 87 
ke; thence north 8 degrees west 53 feet to a stake; thence 
ees west 80 feet to a stake; thence south 72 degrees west 
stake; thence north 76 degrees 30 minutes west l].)+ feet to 
ce south 53 degrees 30 minutes west 100 feet to a stake; 
g the trail and running south 33 degrees west' 173 feet 
EGINNING, and containing six and one-fourth (6+) acres. 


S	 I 


1+(a) Nothing has been done around this mine for the past few years. It 
is located on the Brushy Creek Road near the waters of Brushy Creek 
in Avery County, North Carolina. Turn off of U. S. Highway 19.-E on 
Airport Road (Brushy Creek Road) and follow this road approximately 14 miles; then turn right and cross Brushy Creek and the mine is about 
1 mile from that point. 


(b) Some mining here some few years ago. 
Cc) There are two mica veins embedded in this mine-an upper and a lower 


vein. The swell between the.two veins had• previcusly been worked out. See attached sketch. 


5(b) See attached sketch. Propose to bulldoze a strip approximately 
200 feet by +00 feet in dimensions. Use laborers for tunneling and 
shafting. 


6. Estimate of costs: 


Bulldozing-100 hours @ $l8-------------------------. -$1800.00 
1 laborers @ $1 per hour-5 days per week for 12 


weeks----------------------------------. ------------- 1920.00 
Building Road--------------------------------------------500.00 
Mining House---------------------. ------------. 250.00 
Magazine----------------------------------------------200.00 
For Contingencies------------------------------------330.00 


TOTAL-----------------$5,000.00
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NORTH CAROLINA 


AVERY COITh7TY	 4INIG AE


by__ 


parties of the first part and known as lessors, and I3RTJCE P. OLLIS,: 


party of the second part, and known as lessee. 


WITTs$ETH; That the art1es of the first part in considoratior 


of One Dollar in hand received and hereby acknowledged by the lesss, 


and in consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on tb 


part of the party of the second part to be performed, hereby bar-


gain, lease and grant to the party of the second part and his heirs 


and assigns, for the perI.od of.tyears from the date of this 


agreement, the following described property, for mining purposes, 


in the County and State first above written to wits 


BEGIITII"G on a' l+ inch, sycamore st;wnp and running thence 
south +8 degrees east 92 feet to a pile of stone; thence 
south	 east 197 feet to a rock in an

old road; thence runr.ing with the oTd road south 50 degrees 
30 minutes east 1fl feet to a stake; thence leaving the 
road and running' south 0 degrees east l+9 feet to a stake; 
thence north 70 degrees east' 177 feet to' a stake; thence 
south 67 degrees east 100 ieet to a stake; thence south 63 
degrees east' 20?%' feet to a stakèthence north 80 degrees 
30 minutes east 100 feet to a stake; thence no	 5 egrees 


it 29,Q, feet to i stake; thence north 31. degrees	 minutes

west '100 feet to a stake; thence north 52 deges west 12? 
feet to a stake; thence north 	 egree ést; 1QQ feet to a 
stake; thence north	 egrees west .27 feet to a stake in a

trail; thence running with the trcil 'north 7. degrees 
minutes west	 feet to a stake; thence north 68 degrees 
west feet to a stake; thence north ±&degrees west 53 
feet to a stake; thence north 81 degrees west 80 feet to 
a stake; thorce south 7degrees west ZLfeet to a stake; 
thence north 76 .,egrees 30., minutes west 11+ feet to a stake; 
thence south	 degrees 30 minutes west 100,feet to a stake; 

thence leaving the 'trail and runrin,g south 33 degrees west 
173 feet back to the r2flT TT 'IrTG,	 containing six and one 
fourth (6-i) acres. 


TO HAVE AN]) TO ROLl) the said lands to him, for mining purposes, 


the said lessee and his heirs and assigns for the aforesaid period 


' of two years in compliance with the condition of this instrent 


for the purpose and with the right to dig, quarry, search, explore 


for, obtain, ard remove any ':ind of minerals, metals or,fosi1s, 


and particularly mica and to conduct te same to any extent the 


said party of the second part raay 'e1re. And It is hereby agreed 
W OFFICE 


1 H. PRITCHARD 


CE PINE. N. C.


N







between the parties to this agrenent that the party of the second 


part is to have tho use of any unoccupied buildings on said lands 


for mining rurposes, and that he shafl have the right to erect suoh 
buildings as he needs to carry on suth mining o


p erations during the 
pe'1od of this lease, and that the party of the second part shall 


keep the sane in as good condition as when receIved, unavoidable 


accidents excepted. And it is also agreed by the party of the 


second part that no unnee3sary damage is to be done to the lands 


hereIn leased during the period of this lease and the continuance 


saId lease, but the said party of t;he second part shall have the 


rIght to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part 


any wood or tfrber the party of the second part may need to carry o 


s1d mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the addi. 


tion:to existing buildings or to erect new buildings or sheds on 
said lands. Timber of high or special market lue is excepted 
nd. shll not be used by the lessee. Anti it i hereby agreed that 
ho party 'of the second parts the lessee, is to have right of way 


Ingress and egress to said mines or land uon which exploration 
is beini conducted 


And it Is further agreed that the party of the second part, the 
lessee hereby agrees to pay to the said perties of the first part 


their heirs or assigns a rental royalty of 1/8th of the selling 


'rIee on aU nicÜ taken and sold from said nines, which shall be 


Lor the use of the said lands for the aforesaid period of two years 


he said amounts shall be payable on the computation of selling 
Ills on the 10th day of each month covering sales made during the 


revious month. Any mInerals other than Ica. which may be taken and 


o1d shall be paid for and at the usual royalty rate of the ninerals 
aken0 


And It is further agreed that the lessee, his heirs or assigns 
hall have the option to renew this 1èsa and to extend the period'' 


Its ruxming for an adItion1 two years from the date of its 
resent termination, The option shalZ. 


4be ozercised by giving formal 


\OFF,CE	 the parties of the f,rst part or by the continuatin 
*" 


\ RITCHARD	 S 	 ' 	 ' 	 ' 


\ SS N .C.	 S 	 ' 	 •' 	 , 	


' 	 S







.	 0O 


any mining operations then being conducted. And It is Agreed 


that the lessee ray assIgn this mining lease or any part thereof 


and that he may sublease0 


Eut it Is expre5sly aereed that unless itincral or fossil of



practiea1 ralue for mining purposes shall be found within a period 


two years from the date of this instrument,, the lease may be 


terminated by the lessee at y time thereafter on 30 days notice 


to the lessors. The lessee agrees that during the period of this 
1easé or the continuance of this lease work in 'aid mines or ezpior4 


£d_L_ ,i''t_-'-' 
tion. for new rInes within the area shal rot GOG=mct than 90 


days b any o	 , 


Ultness our hands and seals the day and year first above 


written.


(c) 
444/ 4 


1 L ct 


)th flZ 
/c ,L


v s'	 ,9° 4' 1Lf 
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


ROGSHIPPu1i.LDQ. 
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN.


?Sbrual7 O, 195 


M.morandua'


ating Co tte, DIU - Wathington D. 0. 


Pro*:	 Field ?ea, 1). 14. E.A. Region V, XnoxiiiUs Tennessee 


	


jects	 3lt$3 caa Bruce P. 011is, Zngal La, N. C. 
A1re7 )uflt7, N. C 


after an exchange of corr.spond.nee between Mr. Laurenc 
and Mr. Oils, regardixg ?e..exaiintton of the subject urthe, 


agi* and Anos re..upect.d the depoal t on Feb ry 2, l9. 


Sice the originei*xasivation in Septenber 19, the 
applicent has done considerabic bUdoiing on the property and sunk 
* 12-foot test pit in the fLoor of and at the end. ol' a cut on the 
northeast corner of tao property. Th. pit was flooded to th0e 


eoUr; however, *. GlUe reported tat it was swik entirely in 
'slate" (,icaethist). Ie Is oae vague idea that he will encounter 
a xaica-baaring pegnatita when he cots thougn the ales chist. There 
is no geologic basis for this opnion 


&t the soutbw*t corner of the work*d ares, Mr. O.ilis 
has cut a trench about	 eet Long aixi obtained about 6o worth of 
iiea. This mica is asscaa ted i th a i*rts le. 


The susrnaiy of conditions as given in the original 
,xa*anation report still applies. Aparontly a ew scattered pica 
rich areas iave beei accidentally located z n the thick, pthits-rich 
slaskita; however 3 the posstbiliti for the diieo'lez'y of a worthwhile 
noca deposit is very poor, Adcbtional woz'k is not warranted. 


The dsn4 should be reafllrsed. 


I. T Lynch, eting 


cc	 U. L As, Geologist 


	


7	
U. S. Geological Srvey 


Files











o 


600 


DEC -g 1954 


*1. Robert L It*renc, Subj*t:	 Xock.t	 Oo D	 3453 
etttft* cticea, '•	 . p.	 1ts. • 	 •.	 .	 . 


T*,	 vu pt.t	 ... 
:	 *c	 .i,3,	 ot Ccrio.	 dg, .	 Avei	 Carnty, 1tàt* c&o1iia 


2 


Deir Mr. Z.ur	 ce z


j	 t the aje	 app1iótic	 th	 s 
de*i.d October' 1, i95 


e ekz'e enc1osng *L	 o t latter	 ra tlim appUeatrt 
rs.*tizg re*siderati* *t the deni*i.	 Je ba	 raatfte*s4 the 
deii*Z on	 . beets tht the, aft. ta it nc*.str*tegi qiit. 
7011 are tn igre.bent with this &eti* pl.&a. forvsrd the eaelosed 
letter to the appica*tH rs not In *IX tIU*Lt	 1*** it 
a1L aQpi.a to this oCftee,


ce'ely yotzrs, 


Gpnre C. Selfr,cfgo 


chaixian,	 ,ertting C*i*itts 


Approved z 


. H. Bedge
LGHO12k .gad 12/8/54 
Copy to	 Ar	 R. File 


-.L.-irI	 - rt 
weau or inew.


.	 ..	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ,.	 .	 . •. Dccket	 .	 .. .	 .	 . •.
qerating Ccittee 


rJ ;hor	 Kiilsaard Mr. Dietriob, 306]. 
Mr. Ui1grd, 5222 


L.JN 
**h.r, Gso1ogic1	 rvsy


.	 .	 .	 .	 1t'	 Uouk 
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o 
-	 UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	 600 


Iv. Bruce P. 


Ingafls, North
Reg Docket No. DML!A-3453 - Mica 


Bruce P. 011is 
Poteat Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. 011is 


Reference is de to your letter of November 9, 1954, 
requesting reconsiderati of the subject application which was 
denied October 1, 1954. \ 


It is noted from our letter that the subject Poteat Mine 
under consideration for explation assistance, and examined by the 
Field Team on cptember 8, ].94, is also known as the Brushy Creek 
Mine. 


proposed project does not meet tI 
exploration assistance inasmuch a 
quality, therefore, the denial of


The 
criteria necessary to qualify for 
the mica is not of strategic 
pur application is reaffirmed. 


However, if you still be1ive that your property can pro 
duce a significant amount of strategi mica, we suggest that you do 
some additional work and expose new arkas. Qi completion of this 
work, if you will advise us as to what ' ew work has been done, we 
will be very pleased to arrange for anoer examination of your 
property.


sincerely ours, 


Administrator
I 


:1



-v: .


:11 


I \











. 


600 


tober 1, L954 


14*orantha 


To'	 Administrator 


Pros:	 NetaUic Minerals Division 


&zbj.ct:	 A denial of ezp.oraticn assistance and summary report. 


Br:	 Ja*es Hopkins 


l	 Docket No. DMEk. 453	 Mica 


Property:.	 ea Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina 


Applicant: Bruce P Gtlis 
Ingalls, North Carolina 


Application:	 Form	 F'O9 reeived Augast 20, 1954 


Work proposed: 
Bulldoze area 200'S x 400' 	 1 


100 bra. • $1 .00	 $1,800.00 
Labor 4 men t $1.00/hr. 12 weeks ' .	 :1,920.00 
Building 'Road.	 '	 500.00 
Mining House	 :	 250.00 


200.00 
For Contingencies	 330.00 


Amount requested	 ,0O0.00 
No contract:	 Appitcation denied 


2,	 Consents: 


>
Geological premise:	 All mica is small end mostly scrap grad.. 


Pegmatits too lean to be worthwhile for evn a scrap operation. 


Geological criteria: 
1.	 Pegnatite is fine grained	 probably siaskits oonfor*-


able to mica .schist il1 rock, weathered and uuzon.ed. 
o 2.	 No mica concentration exposed. 


4
3. 'The mica is green in color, bard, curved, beet, cracked, 


badly ruled and 'tisd". 


Future possibilities:	 fono. 


Recoiendaticis*	 The NomsetsUic Minerals Division concurs in the 
field team's recomsendatton to den r the application.	 h. 
Geological Survey and the lurean of Mimes are in agreement.







DEPARTMENT THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25 D C


8eptemb4z' 28, L95 


Noet*11i *nraLi myi*ion 
Mine3 Expioton Mninistr*tion 


In34 * Irving, Acting for Ciief, Cerc end 
tertilizer ) ert*Ls Branch 


$nbject: LA. 3I 5 (mic*) 


_______ B J. Q3.1i* 


WZOti•On of Ppjja Potet Mine 
Mitchell County, Xo't Carolins 


t, of Field 'Xes *t; September 17, l951 


te Rec' d b ereaic & rtilizer Mtla • Br : September 2Zi, 1951i. 


ZJ.eld ?ean Recct.ndation* 


3.. Denta1.











Bct 
i4ynab


$e*randu* 


'Tot	 (e'ating oLttee, DI4EA %Tabington 


Fie14. teaii DMEA'. 1kgion VU . 1ioxviUe, eflneaeee 


ubjiett ?1eId Ex,*ixtation R port,D A.. 3 (.a1ca	 tw,e P. W1is, 
Ingalla, 1. C. Ptest MLiw, &very Coimt, N. C. 


Eciosed are fot copies.of the subject øxa*ütion 


report. The propert was	 tUot a. field raferL 


We agree with th ei*nr that ttn.i appLication 
ihoul4	 . 


Robert A. Laurence 
EXECUTIVE OFFCE 


DMEA REGION VII 


b


j



























S	 . 
UNITED STATES 


15/	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERiOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D.. C.


$ternbe i7 94 


Menoz'and*


et*i )4ne'ss Division 
Defense ) •z*ts Efim'*tion Mrnns*tjon 


ine4 R iritg, Acting tor Cbtø, Ceramic *nd. 
Jertflisez' +4.jØ1$ 


Subjeet	 aioa).. 


ient; Bzu*e. OAis L. 1L*.-


•Pote*t Mine steu counts 


2W •	 . 
I . No data *vaiisb1 in this offtcá on snbjectt sine. 


Reco.ndatjon: *ii- -r	 - r*. .JJ 


it is recorn4ed thst the fie)4 tes* visit this mine 4en 
in that vicinity to ascertain it en explorstion project 10 justifiede 
Xf so, the tield teen *nd spIicant ehould agree on s d*Zinite p3sn 
of exploration on a unitcost basis


Irving











uNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


Sept*bez' 3?, i951 


*ii*r*.s Divitcn 
ttese $	 Eç3or*tiou Miniitzition 


L Zx:,thg, Mting tor Chtet,	 *4 
Fertilizer Msteri*e Br*nch 


Subject: DA-3	 (wie*) 


Afl1&flt	 P. 03lta 


ez* nd Locatin of	 Potest Mine urm I - 1 US L t*lr ,U LL	 LIL-t.	


Mt tcb3.l County 


•


	


	 No data availab)A in this otftce on subject nine. 


eiqn: 


it is rscoa*sM.ct that- the fteU tesa visit thin ain 
in that vicinity to ascertain U en elorsttou ro4ect is justified. 
Zt so, the field te an epplicezit ithou34 agre. on * definite plan 
a? a oratton on i. unit*eost basis,
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