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UNITED STATES 
DEPAR1ENT OF THE INTFRIOR 


Defense Minerals Exploration Ainis tration 


OFFICIAL DOCKET FILE 


Terminated (or cancelled) without certification. t*'IEANo._____ 


This is the official contract file containing all official 
records of the project. Duplicate material has been.removed. The 
records contained in the files are checked and are arranged inthis 
manner: 


Left Side	 S 	
Right Side 


Certificate of Audit (Final). 	 Project summary. 


Interim Audit(s).	 Work completed analysis. 


Report of Review,	 v/All other material is filed in 
chronolo4 cal order with • corre-


/Termination Notice. or Agreement: tLL spondence including the following 
reports as . checked: 


Rcisjon Notice. 


/'Assigninent of Contract. 


Contract Amendments (latest on 
top). 


/Contract with all, exhibits and 
annexes. 


Owner's Consent to Lien. 


VSubordina tion Agreement. 


Leases and assignments of leases. 


Application and attachments. 


Schedule of Coflectjc.ns.


Final Field Team Report. (Tab) 


Operator's Final Report. 


Interim Reports. 


JOn_site Exam Report(s). (Tab) 


Settlement She ets, 


Operator's monthly reports and 
all attachments(lateston top). 


If additional folders are required because of volume of records, 
show folder numbers and contents below: 


Naps in folder number______ 


Operator's Monthly Reports in folder number ______ 


Reviewer's Initials.
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Boom 13, Post Office Building 


Knoxville, Tennessee 


IF -	 December 13, 1951 


Mr. Fletcher 0. Phillips 


Spruce Pine, N. C.
Re: DMA-l389X, Idm-E69 


DMA-l39lX, Idm-E70 


Dear Mr. Phillips: 


We have given full consideration to your requests, 
stated in your letter of December 3, that we amend the above 
designated contracts to provide for shaft-sinking instead of 
core drilling, as provided in the contract. 


After due consideration of all the problems in-
volved, it is our opinion that shaft sinking would not be 
justified under present conditions and. the presant explora-
tion program of the Government. Therefore, in accordance 
with your next to last paragraph, we will consider the 
contracts terminated.


Very truly yours, 


Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer 
Defense Minerals Exploration Adniin. 
Region VII







UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


ENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


[ORATION PROJECT CONTRACT' 


Docket No. DMA ]391-X 
Commodity __M2.ca.-____-


It is agreed th	 9biI day of --------- 1J11].y----------------------------, 1951, between the United States of America, acting 

through the Department of the Interior, Defense Minerals Administration, hereinafter called the "Government," and 2 


------------fleaaGaatonaomr,Inc. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------e,Lo leteherJLPh1 11ip ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------prue.Pine,orth-Carolina ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


hereiiafter, called the "Operator," as follows: 
1. Authority for contract. This agreement is entered into under the authority of the Defense Production Act of 1950, pur-


suant to Mineral Order 5, entitled "Regi.ilations Governing Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects." 
2. Operator's property rights. The exploration project shall be conducted on that certain property situated in the State of 


	


---- -NorthCro1ina----------, County of	 Gaaton --------------------------described as follows: a 


______________________________________SeAnnexL&ttached----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


with respect to which the Operator represents and undertakes: 


(a) ..	 . 
1	 . ......	 ;.	 I'	 til	 l ..'i,	 '	 .l.)_l	 ______________________________ 


(b) That he is a lessee, in possession and entitled to possession, and the subordination agreement of the lessor is attached. 
3. Exploration project. The Operator, within --------------------------------days from the date of this contract shall commence 


work on a project of exploration for-------- MiCa --------------------------------------; shall prosecute the work efficiently, expertly, in a 
workmanlike manner, in accordance with good mining standards, with suitable and adequate equipment, materials, and labor, all 
properly designed to bring the project to completion within a period of------Three(3)months --------------------from the date 
of this contract. The exploration project and the work to be performed are more fully described on Exhibit "A" attached hereto, 
which, with any maps or drawings thereto attached, is made a part of this contract. 	 - 


4. Performance of the work. The work shall be performed by the Operator, under his sole direction and control: Provided, 
That with the consent of the Government and its written approval of the contract or contracts, all or any part of the work may 
be performed by the Operator through contract or contracts with independent contractors. The Government shall have the right 
to enter and observe and inspect the work at all reasonable times, and the Operator shall provide the Government with all avail-
able means for doing so. The Government may consult with and advise the Operator on all phases of the work. 


5. Fixtures and improvements. The Operator shall devote the land and all existing improvements, facilities, buildings, instal-
lations, and appurtenances to the purposes of the exploration project without any allowance for the use, rental value, depreciation, 
depletion, or other cost of acquiring, owning, or holding possession thereof. Any additional facilities, buildings, and fixtures, to 
be purchased, installed, or erected by the Operator, with the estimated cost of each, to which the Government will contribute 
currently its agreed pro rata share, are listed in Exhibit "A" attached hereto. 1'he difference between the cost of such additional 
facilities, buildings, or fixtures, and the salvage value thereof at the conclusion of the work, shall be charged as a cost of the 
project to which the Government has contributed its pro rata share. 


6. Operating equipment. Any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or furnished by the Operator, with the allow-
able rental, purchase price, or depreciation, as the case may be, is listed under appropriate headings in Exhibit "A" attached 
hereto. As to equipment purchased for the project, the Government will contribute its agreed pro rata share of th,C9st thereof 
and the difference between the cost and the salvage value at the conclusion of the work shall be ch aiQsj1he project 
to which the Government has contributed its pro rata share. 


1 If sufficient space is not provided in any blank, use an extra sheet of paper and refer to it in the blank. 	 - 
2 State name, address, and nature of organization if any. 


Give legal description or enough to identify the property, 	 t.



'Strike out the provision not applicable. 
Name of mineral. 
Not in excess of 2 years.	 6-2 


/
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DMA Docket l391x 
The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 


ANNEX I 


The "Big Bess" Mine 
M. S. Bess Farm, Gaston County, North Carolina 


"Beginning on a stake on .Cherryville & Kings Mountain State Highway



	


said edge of N. S.	 ' yard where he now lives and running S 8° E 500 


feet to a stake infield thence S 210 W 11.57 feet to stake, thence S 811.0 W 


268 feet to stake, thence N 52° W 157 feet to concrete tile butment in highway, 


thence N 6° E 11.32 feet with highway to the beginning. 


1	 -
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MF-202


LANDLORD'S SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 


WHEREAS, the undersigned is the owner in fee simple of that certain parcel of ground in the 


county of , State of described in a 


certain Exploration Project Contract dated ------------------------------------------------, 1951., between 


BcaComa 


the Lessee of said property, and the United States of America; 


Now, THEREFORE, the undersigned, as Lessor of said property under lease dated --------------------


/, does by these presents subordinate all of his right, title, and interest 
under he provisions of said lease to the right, title, and interest of the United States of America 
under the provisions of said Exploration Project Contract, and agrees that the lien and claim of 
the United States of America under the provisions of said contract shall be prior to the under-
signed's rights to rentals or royalties under the terms of said lease; and 


The undersigned further agrees that if said leasehold interest should be surrendered or if said 
lease should terminate at any time prior to the expiration of the rights of the United States of 
America under said Exploration Project Contract, the undersigned shall assume and does hereby 
assume all of the obligations of the Lessee under said Exploration Project Contract to make repay-
ment to the United States of America according to the terms of said contract; and 


The undersigned agrees to commit no act, nor assert any claim under judicial process or other-
wise that may contravene or conflict with the prior lien and claim of the United States of America 
under the provisions of said Exploration Project Contract. 


This undertaking and covenant shall be binding upon the heirs, successors, and assigns of the 
undersigned. 


Datedthis2c ----------dayof 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OPPIcE 	 940768
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T4TTT "Li" 


Performance of work 


ork will consist of diamond drilling eight () N.X. holes 
totaling 50 feet. These holes are to he drilled to locate 
and deterrrjine the directional trend and size of the pegma-
tite in which the mica mineralization is found. The hole 
depth is to range from 50' to l0' - the depth to be mutually 
agreed upon by the coripany and Field Team engineer of the 
Gove:rinent. 


*ole locations are shouri on the attached map. Changes of 
hole location and drilling direction may be changed with 
the approval of the Government field engineer provided the 
total footage drilled does not exceed 50'. 


Cost of Project 


* 350' of IX size diamond drill hole 
5 .00/ft.	 4,250.00 


Coreboxes, shipping, etc.	 100.00 
Truck rental, by operator - 10 days 


l4.00/d	 140.00 


Labor and Supervision 


1 - ngineer-iperintendent	 20.00/day 
part time	 300.00 


1 - Truck driver - 12 days © l0.00/day 	 120.00 
1 - Laborer - 10 days @ l0.00/day 	 100.00 


Payroll taxes	 50.00 
iscellaneous expense 	 240.00 


Fixtures and Improvements 


Core house (shelter, tools house) 	 200.00 


Total Cost	 5,500.00 


* Drill core recovery and 5ampling must be done under the super-
vision of the Government field engineers.
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U.• DEPARTMENT OF THE NTER 	 Budget Bureau No. 42-R1035. 
Approval expires 6-30-51. 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


/ 


Form MF-103 
(April 1951)


APPLICATION FOR AID FOR AN
	 DO NOT FILL IN THIS BLOCK 


EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO
	


Docket No. 


MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER 	 Date received 4j/ 5/ 
DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950	 Participation - 


P
The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 
c/o Fletcher 0. Phillips 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina 


-	 -	 Name and 


L1


	


	 addresso

applic&i* 


Date---------------------------------------


FILL IN THIS BLOCK 


Date of application	 ------------------------------- Estimated cost 


Mineral or metal ------Ma Percentage of Government participation --- - 92% 


Location of mine ------ -Be arm-GastonCounty 


North Carolina irqr 


Date of filing MF-100 -------------------------------------------------- 	 DMA Docket Number, if 


INSTI ftTCTIONS 


Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government
	


if you cannot answer it, so state on the form. Where the 
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application. 	 space provided for answer is insufficient, answer on a separate 
Submit four signed copies of the application to Defense Min-	 sheet, annex it to the application form, and refer to it in . space 
erals Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 	 for answer. If the application is approved, you will be pre-
25, D. C., or to the nearest field execitive officer thereof, with 	 sented with an exploration project contract on Form MF-200, 
your name and address on each sheet of the application and


	
for your signature. 


all accompanying papers. If any question is inapplicable, or 


THE APPLICANT 


*1. Is applicant an individual, partnership, or corporation? 
*2. If a partnership, state names and addresses of partners. 
*3 If a corporation, state names and addresses of officers, directors, and five largest stockholders. 
*4 Describe the mining and general business experience of (a) the applicant, and (b) the person or persons who willmanage the. 


project. 
*5 Are you the owner or the lessee of the property? 
6. If owner, state what claims, liens, or encumbrances, if any, are against the property. 
7. If lessee, attach a copy of the lease and state if it is in good standing. 	 . .,. . . .	 .. 


NOTE.—It will be necessary to procure and attach to the exploration project contract- ágrëements of claimants, lienors, éii 
cumbrances and lessors subordinating their interests in the property to the interest of the Government under the. 
contract. 


8. Furnish current financial statement, showing assets and liabilities, and a profit and loss statement. 
9. How much money is applicant prepared to invest in proposed project? Is it sufficient to pay your .part of the cost of the 


•	 project as detailed in question 23 of this application form, in accordance with the regulations on Government participation 
(Section 9 of Mineral Order 5)? 


*If you have already answered these questions on MF-100, you are not required to answer the questions for this application. 	 16-64017-1
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Form MV-103	 Defense Minerals Administration 


The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 	 Bess Farm., Gaston County, N. C. 


1. Corporation 


2. Not a partne'ship 


3. See personal qualifications of key persons in Exhibit A at page 3. 


11. . Fletcher 0. Phillips will manage the project. His qualifications are 
attached as Exhibit B. The qualifications of the other key man in the 
corporation are attached as Exhibit C. 


5. Lessee 


6. Not owner 


7. Lease' is attached as Exhibit D. It is in good standing. 


Note: Subordination Form attached as Exhibit E 
to original file. 


8. New corporation 


9. Corporation is investing its Reo truck 109A - 11.2)1.25, C 21 B - 55979, 
2100', 211.70291A Model 1911.8. Valued at $3,200. Corporation owns this 
truck free and 'clear. Assignment is attached as Exhibit F. 


10. Legal de'scription of portion of Bess' Farm leased is set forth in lease 
attached as Exhibit D. Exploration will be conducted over entire area 
leased. 


11. Bes's, G'aston County, North Carolina 


12. Mine is three miles from Cherryvifle, North.Carolina. Truck routes and rail-


42
ervil1e. Roads are hard surface or' good solid gravel top'. 


13. No water needed in the mining of strategic' mica. There is no branch or 
'creek within the leased area. There' is a well on the farm within 1000 feet 
of leased area from which drinking and radiator cooling water may be 
obtained. 


li. None 


15. Ore can be placed on box cars at Cherryvifle, or' trucked to Spruce Pine, N. C. 
which is' 70 miles. Spruce Pine is' the' area in which practically all of 
the fabricating and milling factories in the United States are' located. 
People' in that area have the ability and know-how to utilize all of the 
strategic and punch grade's of mica. 


16. Sheet mica of strategic' grade from this mine was sold to Colonial Mica Corpora-
tion during ,World War II. These records are now in the' files of R.F.C. 
(Call Mr. Tiilly Executive 3lU Extension 550)







I 
17. See answer 16. 


18. Mica deposits cannot be' assayed as to their sheet or strategic grade 
content. This mine' produced large quantities of strategic mica during 
World War' U, as can be ascertained from the records of Colonial Mica 
Corporation. I is estimated that mica of like amounts and quality is 
still in the immediate vicinity. Mining operations ceased only when the 
price of sheet mica fell after the last war. 


19. hone 


20. Mica 


21. Eight shafts will be dug to a depth of' 60 to 75 f:eet. Since the persons in 
this corporation were familiar with the location of the mine face before 
it was filled in after abandoment after the last war, they will try to 
"sttkke" or" "locate" the 'old mine face with the first few shafts. The 
remaining shafts will be lowered to strike the vein at other points within 
the area. The. shafts will be so located that they complete area will be 
explored. It is expected to take 'one' month to set up and dig one shaft. 
The' project should be completed 'within eight months. 


22'.Production posib'ilities are of record with the' U. S. Bureau 'of Mines, 
U. S.. Geological Survey, andRFC files.	 All of' these records show mica 
of strategic' quality in this vicinity.	 Also see Ihibit. "". 


Per' month 8 month period 
23'.	 (a) 1 timber man $70' per week 303.33 211.26.611. 1/3 


1 truck driver 60' per week 260.00 2080. 00 
3 muckers 60' per' week 780.00 6211.0.00 
1 hoist operator' 60' per wee'k 260.00 2080.00 


12826.611. 1/3 12,826.61.1. 1/3 


(b) 1 supervisor 100 per week 11.33 . 33 1/3 311.66.611. 1/3/ 3,466.611. , 1/3 


(c)None 


(d) Bunk house 1000.00 
TOol shed 200.00 


1200.00 1,200.00


(e)' 1 Reo dump truck with bed* 	 3200'. 00

1 Double' drum hoist complete including 


bracket, shives, cables, etc'. 	 3500.00

.2 Electric motor pumps, 220V Single phase 


5 horsepower each	 1500.00



Misc. mining timber, supports, cribbing, etc. 3000.00 


	


ll20'O.00	 11,200.00 


(f) None 
(g)' None 


(h) 2 wheelbarrows, hand tools, etc 	 300.00	 300.00 


*Invested by applicant 







I	 :1 
Per month	 8 month period 


(i) Electric power (a) 80 per mo. 	 80.00 611.0.00 


Supplies, gasoline, oil, repairs,	 200.00 i600.00 
etc. (a) 200 per mo. 0.00	 2,211.0.00 


31,233.28 2/3 


211..	 Project is: expected to be completed within an eight month period after 
awardation of the exploration contract.	 It is expected to sink one shaft 
per month, with a total of eight shafts covering the leased area.	 Schedule 
might not be maintained if considerable feldspar or granite is encountered 
surrounding mica in the earth. 


The first month' s expenditures will include the total cost of the equipment 
that must be purchased, excluding the :Reo truck invested by the applicant. 
Each month thereafter will include salaries, supplies, power, and mining 
timber, if it is not all purcbased within the first month. 


First Month's Operation 


1 timber man 303.33 1/3 
1 truck driver 260.00 
3 muckers 780.00 
1 hoist operator 260.00 
1 supervisor 11.33.33 1/3 


electric power & supplies 280.00 
1 bunk house 1000.00 
1 tool shed 200.00 
1 Beo TruckIe 3200.00 
1 double drum hoist 3500.00 
2 electric motor pumps 1500.00 
Misc timber 3000.00 
Hand tools 300.00


$15,016.66 2/3 


Each Month Thereafter 


1 timber man	 303.33 1/3 
1 truck driver	 260.00 
3 muckers	 780.00 
1 hoist operator	 260.00 
1 supervisor	 11.33.33 1/3 
Electric power & supplies 	 280.00 


$2,316.66 2/3 


*Invested by applicant 
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 



of 


The B.esGaetcrnMtcaCo., Znc 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 


That we, the undersigned, have this day voluntarily associated our-


selves together for the purpose of forming a corporation under the laws of 


the State of North Carolina, and do hereby certify: 


FIRST: That the name of the said corporation is: 


The B... Geston Macs Co. Inc. 


SECOND: That the purposes for which said corporation is formed are: 


(a) To initially engage in the primary business of exploring, pros-


pecting, developing, mining and milling mica and minerals of every character 


H and description. 


H	 (b) To purchase or otherwise acquire, to own, hold, lease, sell or 


otherwise dispose of, deal in and improve real estate, and to mortgage, 


convey in trust or otherwise encumber the same and to erect, manage, care 


for, maintain, extend and alter buildings thereon and other improvements. 


(c) To purchase or otherwise acquire, to own, hold, lease, sell or 


otherwise dispose of, deal in and improve real estate, and to mortgage, 


convey in trust or otherwise encumber or hypothecate the same. 


(d) To enter into partnerships or into any arrangement for sharing 


profits, union of interest, corporation, joint adventure, reciprocal 


concession, or otherwise, with any person, partnership, firm or corporation, 


in any business or transaction in which this corporation is authorized to 


carry on or engage •in so as to directly or indirectly benefit this 


corporation. 


(e) To take, acquire by purchase, exchange or otherwise, and • to own, 


hold, deal in, sell or otherwise dispose of, mortgage, hypothecate or other-


wise encumber,letters patent and inventions and shares of stock or bonds, 


•1


and while the owner of said shares to vote the same. 


(f) To borrow money and to execute and deliver its secured promissory 


note or notes or other evidences of indebtedness therefor.







(g) To issue bonds, notes, debentures, certificates, script or other 


corporate obligations or evidences of debt, and to secure the payment there-


for by mortgage, pledge or deed of trust of or upon the whole or any portion 


H of the corporate property, funds, credits and franchises and to sell, pledge 


or otherwise use or dispose of the same. 


(h) To exercise in respect to all such bonds, notes, mortgages, 


shares of capital stock and other securities and other obligations, any and 


H all rights, powers and privileges of individual owners thereof; including 


the right to vote upon any shares of stock held by it to the same extent 


that a natural person might or could do. 


(i) To carry onbusiness in states outside of North Carolina and to 


purchase and hold real and personal property in said states. 


(j) To engage in any and all lawful business other than those above 


specified which may be permitted by any law, or laws of the State of 


North Carolina now in force or hereinafter enacted, and for which no special 


H authorization or permit is necessary. 


(k) To do and perform all things whatsoever that shall be necessary or 


proper for the full and complete execution of the foregoing purposes. 


(1) To act a.s guarantor or surety on contracts, notes, bonds, 


mortgages, deeds of trust or other securities. 


THIRD: That the principal office for the transaction of the business 


of this corporation is to be located in pruc	 worth c1in 


H That the name and address of the agent authorized to accept service on the 
t3.tcer 0.. Th.tlllps, 


H corporation in the State of North Carolina isA$p UcG ?th, North Cer.tn. 


FOURTH: That this corporation is authorized to issue only one class 


of shares of stock, the total number of which is 900 shares with no par 


value. 


H	 FIFTH: That the number of directors of said corporation shall be 


three (3) who must be shareholders and the names and addresses of the 


H persons who are appointed to act as the first director.s and- to hold office 


until the selection and qualification of their successors are as follows:







.


	 I 
•1


fletcher 0, 1hiUis, Prestd.nt 	 .ruce Pine, 


John ZhUUps, Vice Px*pid*nt.	 Bpruc. ?in. N. C 
(7 


Willis N.e Phillips, .cty$xen.. 	 Spruce Pn 1 N. C 


SIXTH: That the duration of th corporation shall be 100 years; 


original capital to commence business to be $30.00. 


SEVENTH: That the following shares of stock have been subscribed by 


the incorporators: 


iatthri. PMtipi .RpracePine, N -_1L. ( 1)..ihs 


John Phillips	 N. C. (i) ir. _________ 


WilUg K.ePhj1lji Srüce P1ie. N. c.ClIj	 ________ 


EIGHTH: That the number of persons named above shall constitute the 


number of directors in the corporation until changed by amendment to the 


by-laws. 


NINTH: Said corporation shall not have the power to levy assessments 


upon the shares or shareholders thereof. 


TENTH: The shareholders of said corporation shall have preemptive 


rights to subscribe to any and all issues of shares of securities. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the persons named herein as directors have hereunto 


set their hands this -4 ' day of


3.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ) 


) 
MITCHELL COUNTY	 ) 


	


On this_24day of	 e , rbefore me, the undersigned 
Notary Public in and for the Sta. e of North Carolina, residing therein, 
duly coi mis	 dsworn,	 11 appeared 


known to me to be the person whose na is subscribed to the within 
instrument, and acknowledged to me that 'he executed the same. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 
official seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove 
written.


N6tlicoaCo ate 
e'--'° 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ) 


) 
MITCHELL COUNTY	 ) 


On this	 of.	 /fJ7 before me, the undersigned 
Notary Public in and for the	 te of North Carolina, residing therein, 
duly comm,ion. and syI, pe5sonally appeared 


known toñê to be the person whce name is subscribed to the within 
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 
official seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove 
written.


42R 
Notary Public of said County and Stat4 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ) 


) 
MITCHELL COUNTY	 ) 


On this	 day of	 ,c,^Jbefore me, the undersigned 
Notary Public in and for the Sta of North Carolina, residing therein, 
duly cominissioied and sworn, personl appeared 


known to me to be the person whose name is übscribed to the within 
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 
official seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove 
written.


tary Public of sad County and Sta. e 
"- ' 


/ 
/
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FLETCBXR 0 PHILLIPS 


Fletcher 0. Phillips is 14.6 years old, a native 'of the Spruce Pine 
area, and has lived in that mining district most of his life0 


He has 26 years of mining experience, and at present is mining 
mica and feldspar on a commercially profitable basis in the Dogwood 
Flat near Yellow Mountain in the Spruce Pine area, This mine is 
presently producing one thousand pounds of mica of punch or better, 
quality per 'week and approximately seventy-five tons of feldspar. 


During World War II, Mr0 'Phillips was one of three partners in 
the mica fabricating plant of "Carpenter and Phillips Mica Company" 
which employed from 90 'to 180 persons0 One of his duties was to 
purchase mica for fabricating0 That experience has thoroughly 
schooled Mr. Phillips in appraising and grading blocks and s'hebts of 
mica,,


His two years mining education at North Carolina State College 
is one of his greatest assets in that it helps him to evaluate out 
croppings and to follow Ttleadnl once mining operations h'ave commenced. 


His past employment record is as follows: 


Bennidict Coal Co. St. Chai1es, Va.	 , 1927. - 1928 
Mining School State College, N.' C. 1928 - 1930 
Bennidict Coal Co. St. Charles, 'Va.' 1930 - 1932 
Hoot Owl Mine	 ' Spruce Pine, N.	 C. 19314.	 - 1936 
Mining for self Spruce Pine, N.	 C. 1936 - 191i.l 
Carpenter & Phillips 


Mica Co., (partner) Spruce Pine, , N.	 C. 1911.1 19115 


******


References: 


Mr. Ernest Potea.t, Cashier 
Northwestern'Bnk, Bakersville, N. C. 


Mr. Roy Welds, Manager' 
Harris Clay Co., Spruce'Pine, N. C. 


Mr. J. P. McKinney, Mine Manager 
United Feldspar & Minerals, Spruce Pine, N. C. 







JOHN PHILLIPS 


John Phillips is thirty-four years old and a native of the 
Spruce Pine area where he has liyed most of his life0 


He operated the Bouy Mine in Spruce Pine during the years 1911.1 
to 1911.3 from which he produced a large quantity of book mica of 
punch and better grade0 


In 1911.1 at the same time he was operating the Bouy Mine, he 
became a member, of the partnership "Carpenter and Phillips Mica 
Company0" This firm fabricates punch grade mica for the electric 
and electronic industry0 


Mr0 Phillips t business acumen is evidenced by his 'rapi4 
expansion in conservative business interests0 He is one of two 
partners in the partnership of '"Phillips and Coulter0" This 
partnership is engaged in the following businesses: 


10 The Texas Company Distribuiorship for Avery, Mitchell and 
Yancy Counties0 


2 Studebaker automobile and truck dealer for Avery, Mitchell 
and Yancy Counties, North Carolina0 


3 Firestone Retail Store	 '	 . 
L Texaco Service Station, Spruce 'Pine0 


** * ** 


References: 


•Mr0 Robert Guy, Cashier 
Avery County Bank, Newland, N0 C0 


Mr0 Baxter Johnson, Owner	 '

Johns'on.Eleátric Co0, Spruce Pine, N. C0 


•	 Mr. L. L 'McMurry, Supei'ising 'Engineer 
• ,	 Fe1dsar'lotaLtionCo0; Spruce Pine, N0 C0







M I N I N G L 1 S 


State of North OaroUna	
-	 Cou.nt: 


•	 This indenture made thisJ/	 ay of	 , 1953. 


between -	 / 


of2fr-	 County and State of North Carolina, as party of 


the first part, and known as 1essor , , and_Z-s	 't7)4'L 
of ___County and state of North Carolina, party of 
thsecofla part ándkflOWfl as lessee. 


WITNES5E33, That the partOf the first part in consideration of 
one Dollar in hand received anereby acknowledged by the lessor , and 
in consideration of the agreeent8 hereinafter contained, on the part of 
the party of the second part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases 
and grants to the party of the second part, and his heirs and assigns, 
for the period of five years from the date of this agreexent, the f3.i. 


lowing described real property, or mining purposes, in tbe . CoUfltY and 


State first above written, to Wit:



-, 


'I	 J 


3iJ S	 U)	 g'	 ,1/ç (A) - 's2 r 2-


A" °E. '13 


i:;'	 V	 V 
TO HAAVE JND TO HOLD the said lands to him, for mining purposes, the 


said lessee and his heirs and. assigns for the aforesaid period of Live 
years in op1iance with the conditions of this instrument., for the pur-
pose and with the right to dig, cjuarry, search, elore for, obtain, and 
remove any kind of minerals, etals or fossils, and particularly mica, 
and to conduct the same to any extent the said party of the second part, 
the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties to 
ts agreement that the party of the second part is to have the use of any. 
unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining purposes, and that he shall 
have the right to errect stich buildings as he needs to carry on such minin 
operations during the period of this lease, and that the party of the 
second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, un-
avoidable accidents excepted. And it is also areed b the party of the 
second1 part that no unnecessary daaa€,e is to be done to the land.s,llereifl 
leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, 


but the said party of the second part shall have right to take from said 
lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or tiber the party 
of the second part	 need to carry on said mining operations or which 
may be needed to carry on the addition to existing buildings or to errect 
new bujldings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market 
value is excepted and shall not be used by the lessee.) And it is hereby 
agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have right-of-
way of ingress and egress to said mines or land upon which exploration is 
being conducted. 


AND IT IS FURThER AGREED That the party of the second part, the lessC 
hereby agrees to pay to the said partof the fir part, or bi or tbeii 
heirs or assigns, a rental royalty of V	 ec4Z	 a€4-i-' 


-	 -	 --	 -	 •--	 --	 V 
on the minerals taken and sold from said mines which shall be for the use 
of the said. lands for the aforesaid period of five years. The said 
amounts shall be payable on the coputation of selling bills on the	 V 
tenth day of each month covering sales made during the previous onth. 
An .inerals other than those set forth above which may be taken and 
sold shall be paid for and attlie usual royalt rate of the minerals taken 


• • AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee the party of the second 
part, bs heirs or assigns, shall have the option to renew this lease and 
to extend the period of its runin cr an additional five years from the 
date of its present tcrmivation The option shall he xeioi.ed by giving 
formal written nctire to the partc 1f tile fi.i't dart or by the cortin-
uation of any mthing operatiozs t	 being cuuotd. The 1esso 
_	 fhA ri ght to use the land, or oivcy the se not conflicting







with this .oase, b•under any oonveyafl	 he*3 o th.s lease ust be 


z'ecognize by the grantee, poer	 thero1	 11tfl it is ' 
a&reed that the lessee	 ai31.	 TLac or .npar1 thr1po 


and that he	 &ub ls o.	 4it	 Au-) 


__&t__	 CAW 


14ND. IT IS IURWR AQPE) That the leassee, is heirs, or.. 



	


an opt. on to	 rCh46 tit	 to t.te land. above 


&nd deser bed for a price o 


	


________ and it'is
	 that	 a all roy 


upto that \ie, the tic the oon	 oi&	 si 
applic4 to is agreed prchose ioe. \n that upoi 
the purQhase'\riO the ler wUl cony title to 
assigns by special warranty 


BUT IT IS EJRESSLY 'iGRF That unless mineral or fossil material 
of practical value for rnining purposes shall be found within a period of 
two years fr the date of this istru nt, ti lease ca he tcrinatd b 
the lcsoe a any tirne ther6ater on t5t 	 • ziotie to ts lessor 


The lessee a5rcos that during the eriôd of this lease or the cntinue 
of ths J.ee.s that work in &id LIlines or ep1oratiofl for new thes within 
the caea leased shall not cease lonr mn nint das a 	 onie, 


idCäOt 


WITNESS our hands and seals the da and year first above written, 


Witness: - 


JO/VJj(k GC-	 A-' _••'( seal) -'• 


(seal) 


NORTh CAROLIN4,	 C OUN'W:


signs, ia 
ct forth 


ollars 
rent 
i and 


tndEr	 pay'rt o: 
tho losse or h.IS 


8 
11 he al1o2t 


ox'egoing inatruent was this dcnQwledged The execution of the 
before o by_i, 
for the ur	 stAorcifl exprSS 
be rcistered This &i -<-	 dy


1u gLcJ.L 
Let the	 witThis cert.ifite, 


of _	 ,1951. 


NORTN C.ROLINi4	 COUN'IY: 


---	 do ertif that-1'/,	 j441 


________	
TiS Wi € ersna1ly 


ppearebeforie	 a	 tccuti0n of tho 
annexed mining le&so and the said 	 ', 
being by ie privately exmine1 sejt3 r4 ap	 rx hcr said hsban, 
touching her volunr eecutiofl of the sie; doth stto that sco siried 
the s&c free and voluntarily, ithcut fear or ooripulsiOfl of he said 
husband, or of a other pprson, and that she doth still voluntaril 
assent thcrcto This_j-ay of	 , 1951. 


= 


NORTH C.dROLIN1,	 _COUNTY: 


The foregoing certificate of _____________________________________ 
of ____cor1y £ adjued to be correct a.d 
su1cient. Let the instruii.dt. , with he cerific.te e registered. 


Witness y hand and off iial sl, his	 of_ 


Drcr (our 


Filed for }ci:7. aI(. 
and reieie'1 ii	 --


-'	 ....-
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A S S I G ME N T 


	


I,	 ), Ernest Crowder - 


the undersigned for and in consideration of One Dollar and. other valuable 


consideration, in hand received and hereby acknowledged, do hereby sell, 


assign, transfer, quit-claim, and deliver unto________________________ 


The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 


	


all zny	 ) right title and interest, both legal and quitable, in and to 


the following described property, chattles, or goods: 


A lease dated the 21st day of MJl granting tome the right to 


mine a certain portion of the Bess Farm.


WITNESS my	 hand	 and. seal	 this23rd day of May - 


1951. 


STATE OF NORTE CAROLINA ) 
Oss 


COUNTY OF MITCBELL:	 ) 


On this	 day of	 , 1931 , before me, the -under-
signed Notary Public in and for the State of North Carolina, residing 
therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared 


known to me to be the pernon( whosename(s) is (are) subscribed to the 
within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he (they) executed the 
same.


INWIThESS WEEBEOF, I have hereunto setmy hand and affixed my official 
seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove written. 


Notary Public of said County and State 


My commission expires________________ 
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A S S I G ME N T 


I,	 Ernest Crowder	 I 


the undersigned for and in consideration of One Dollar and other valuable 


consideration, in hand received and hereby acknowledged, do hereby sell, 


assign, transfer, quit-claim, and deliver unto 


The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 


all iy (our) right title and interest, both legal and quitable, in and to 


the following described property, chattles, or goods: ________________ 


Oiie Reo Truck 109 A - 11.211.25, C 21 B- 55979, 2100, 211.7O291A Model 1911.8. 


WITNESS my () hand(s) and.	 (s) this2rd day of May - 


1951. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ) 
0 s 


C0UITY OF MITCHELL. :	 ) 


On this	 day of	 , 1951 , before me, the under-
signed Notary Public, in and for the State of North 'Carolina, residing 
therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appe8red 


known to me to be the person.(i) whosename(s) is (ire) subscribed to the 
within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he (they) executed the 
same.


IN WITNESS WRE0F,.I have hereiinito setmy hand. and affixed my official 
seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and yea.r first hereinabove written. 


Notary Pub1ic, of said County and State 


My commission expires________________
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GENERAL TEST DATA FOR MICA SPECIMENS1/ 


L NAI4EOFMDEOR PROSPECT: Big Bess mine2! 


District: Shelby-Hickory 
jCounty and State: Gaston, North Carolina 
Type of material: 5, 6, 7 
Color: Pinkish bluff 
Proportion of material with mineral stain (to nearest percent): Trace 
Type of mineral stain: Rare specks and spots of magnetite and hematite 
Remarks: Slightly clay-stained; local pale-green vegetable stain 


Electrical Tests 


Number of lots tested: 3 
Total number of pieces tested: 7.75 
Percent E-l: 100 
Percent E-2: 0 
Percent E-3: 0 
30-mu stack (number of stacks in parentheses): E-1 (2) 


Proportion of tested defects (to nearest 5 percent) 
Material with conducting substances: 0 
Material with cracks: Trace 
Material with pinholes: 10 


L	 . 


NAME OF MINE OR PROSPECT: Huskins mine3! 


District: Shelby-Hickory 
County and State: Gaston, North Caro1ina 
Type of material: 5, 6, 7 
Color: Pinkish buff, with tinges of pale yellowish green 
Proportion of material with mineral stain (to nearest 5 percent): 25 
Type of mineral stain: Scattered magnetite specks and hematite dendrite 


specks and spots 
Remarks: Claystained; rare light-brown bursts, 


Electrical Tests 


Number of lots tested: 7 
Total number of pieces tested: l,2Z5 
Percent E-l: .100 
Percent E-2: 0 
Percent E-3: 0 
30-mil stack (number of stacks in parentheses): E-1 (5) 


Proportion of tested defects (to nearest 5 percent) 
Materia.l with conducting substances: 0 
Material with cracks: 0 
Material with pinholes: . 5 


** ** ** * *







.	 0 
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NAME OF MINE OR PROSPECT: Self, E R, (Old Neale) mine4/ 


District: Shelby-Hickory 
County and State: Gaston, North Carolina 
Type of material: 5, 6, 7 
Color: Pinkish buff 
Proportion of material with mineral stain (to nearest 5 percent): Trace 
Type of mineral stain: Rare magnetite spots and hematite dendrite spots and 


specks 
Remarks: Clay-and iron-stained; rare brown bursts; sparse light-brown 


mottling 


Electrical Tests 


Number of lots tested: 5 
Total number of pieces tested: 383 
PercentE-l: 100 
Percent E-2: 0 
Percent E-3: 0 
3Omil stack (number of stacks in parentheses): E-1 (1i-) 


Proportion of tested defects (to nearest 5 percent) 
Material with conducting substances: 0 
Material with cracks: 0 
Material with pinholes: 0 


******** 


1/ PHYSICAL CUARACTERISTICS OF COMI4ERCIAL SKEET MUSCOVITE IN TEE 
SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES - Geological Survey Proffessional Paper 225 


2/ Table 10 Page 52 


3/ Table lO Page 7l 


1/ Table lO Page 87
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;:	 I 


4.,: 4rat.er !(oqt 


I sa ies*4 t rtport t 3U th&t te I.fss. )i*rsts 
Jtr3str*U,e ot Uds	 tis r.s.ntii entsrsd ints a 


aQtz'4, g , wtt es. &ut*i	 X*i., .psrstthi 	 your 
tr ths *x .zzt1.* St ps*tbi* aours*s St 4*s. 


Th 3t'bc .royj4o* tt th towirnont w.0 rtS.*i.. 
plLt* in ths eense of 1it work *p to 9 .1 ths cost th#reot. 


'd* tp Of &$g&$tflC* is .r.tee4 tv *.r e.ti.s 303 
Of ths :e(. $e :rtvustion st. 


te .f*ns, Inrats dadDistPticn wiU bi	 d tc f t

nish yii s 7 ftirth.r detUs yi y d.str. ,,**rdth( U*s tt.r. 


iztc*re2 yura, 


.sr*tary of th. 1stertt' 


Mon. Us . 
t4.tcL t*tM* en&ts 


t* 2, •


	


	 . sadng Pt].* 
£dsu's. F.*adtng Tue 


s i.tt.r aiso swat f, 	 ittendO 
.. enator $llis aith end	 P sports & 
onreeman t oodroW • Jones	 FUflO1L$S 


N







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Room 13, Post Office Building

Knoxville 01, Tennessee


,Ai 


July, 1951 


Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Director 
Prodwtion Expansion Division 
Defense Minerals Administration 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMA-139]X - Idm-E70 
Besa Gaston Mica Company, Inc. 
Exploration Contract 	 - 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf: 


This will acknowledge receipt, on this date, of one signed 


and approved copy of Exploration Contract No. DMA.-1391-X - Idia-E70, 


Bess Gaston Mica Company, Inc., do Fletcher 0. Phillips, Spruce 


Pine, North Carolina.


Sincerely, 


Robert A. Laurence 
Executive Officer 
Field Team, Region VII
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FILE COPY 
-	 SURNAME: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADM IN I STRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


1


July 19, 1 


Mr. ?rnIc MoAtes, Jr 
Contract Services Section 
General Accounting Office 
4th Floor New GAO BuildtzLg 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No I(A139X—X 
Bess Gaston ItLea Company, Inc. 
xp1oration Project Contract 


• :	 No 
•	 tI Dear Mr. MoAtes:	


/ 


Enclosed for r.cording in your office is the original 
of an executed	 loration Project Contract between the Operator

na*sd in the above reference nd the Governrne t of the United 
t*tes.


&inesrey yours, 


0. Mitte0z, 


C. 0. Mlttendorf, Director 
Pz'duction Expansion Division 


FLKnouse/ecl 


cc to: Adxnr's. Reading File 
Messrs. Mittendor! - Olund 


Reports & Records 
Barr 
Norton 
IL Laurence, Reg. VII (2) 
Knouse 
F I L E S







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


July 19, .1 


AIR MAIL


FILECOPY 
SURNAME: 


•	 Mr. Robert Laurence 
Executive Officer 
Region VII 


•	 Rooml4 
Post Office Building 
Xnoxvi]ie, Tennessee


Rat Docket No. (A]39lX . 1dE7O 
Bess Gaston Mica Cornpany, Inc. 
iploattnQcntraot• 


Dear Mr. Lauren..: 


We are snalosing one signed and approved copy of 
ploration Contract No. t$EA139l-I Id'.E7O, Bess Oseton Mica 
Company, Inc., c/o Fletcher 0. Phi1lipa Spruce Pine, North Carolina. 
A copy of this contract wili be forwarded to the Region Finance 
Officer b the Washington Finance Officer together with their ac 
counting instructions.


Sincerely yours, 


'C. 0. Mittend0	 • 


C. 0. Mittendort,' Director 
Produatton xpension Division 


lCnousè/.ecl 


to: Admr t s. Reading File-
Messrs. Mittendorf Olurid 


• .Reports& Records-
Barr-
Norton-
Miss Terry 


•	 Knouse 
FILES







Seas Gaston )!ica Company, Inc. 
0/0 Fletcher 0. Phillips 
spruce Pine, North Carolina


I	 FILE COPY 
SURNAME: 


July 19, 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.. 


1e: Docket No, A-)3914 Idm.E7O 
Bess Gaston Nica *ompany, Inc. 
12xDloration Contract 


Gentlemen:


We are enclosing one signed and approved copy of 
ploration Contract No, A. ]391. X Idm.E7O together with five 
copies of Form I4PlQ4 monthly reports and one copy of mt. 3337 
"Questions md Answers on the Mineral E:xploration Program. 
Four copies of Porn )F.4Q4 are to be ccmpleted monthly and trans 
aitted to the office of the Executive Director, Region Vii, Room 
14, Post Office Building, Knoxville, Tennessee. Additional copies 
of Form MF ..lO4 way be obtained from the office of Region Vii. 


in accordance with Article 4 of your contract the con 
tract to do the damond drilling as outlined in this contract is 
subject to th. approval of the Government Field &igiuesrs. 


Sincerely yours 


0.0. Mittendorf 


0. 0. i4itt.ndorf, Director 
Production ipaneion Division 


FLKnouse/eci 


cc to: Admr's. Reading Fil 
Messrs. Mittendorf - Olund 


Reports & Records 
Barr - 
Norton 
R. Laurence, Reg. VII 
Knouse 
FILE


fi'







0 a:
FILE COPY 


SURNAME: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


Ju11 17, i;;i 


I 


1enioraaum 


To:	 Chief, ?ro	 fan3ioA Division 


Iira1 o:nsel 


•jeets essCaoa4ica CompaAy, iztc., exploration contract - 


This office as revitwec the propcs&C ctracb in ne 


above	 i o be in tisfacbr	 r'xn Thr exEcbian 


id '!ating. 


'rr le ii this ease is 'etur'ued. 


0ThT:t 


j. L.	 i LiL1d• 


Attaebwrit 


CJKoontz/ezna 


Copy to: L.. F. Strobel 
C. J. Koontz 
J.L. Hoffltn'd 
Chron. 


1Files


/
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Room 13, Post Office Building 
Knoxville 01, Tennessee


July 16, 1951 


i;	 Ei;; Memorandum 


To:	 Mr. Tom Lyon 
Chairman, Coordinating Committee 
Defense Minerals Administration 


From:	 DM& Field Team, Region VII 


Subject:: DM.-l39lX, Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc.


-, ppn. JJL 1 0 IJ 


t-ci 


On July 6 we sent you by Registered Ii1 four 


dockets, one of which was DMA-1391X, Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 


Under exhibit "A" in that docket we neglected to put funds re-


quired for the work. We are inclosing a revised copy of 


exhibit "A", kindly destroy the original exhIbit and replace 


with the one enclosed.


Robert A. Laurence 
U. S. Geological Survey 


1(fY&4& 
Win. A. Beck for V. J. Lynch 
U . S. Bureau of Mines
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EPATh7E O: WE 


Defence tAinra 


Exhibit "A"	
JUL 


The ,Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 
0/0 Fletcher 0. Phillips 


Spruce Pine, North carolina 
Location of Mine, Bess Farm, Gaston County, N.C. 


It is proposed to diamond drill 8øX holes to depth of from 


50 to 180 feet to determine the western and northern extensions of the 
pegmatite and to see whether it extends to depth. It is estimated 


•	 that this work can be completed in 6-weeks affter drilling is started. 


All holes will be vertical with the exception of No.3.and No. 4 


which will 'be at an angle of 60°. Hole No. 3 will be at practically 


the same location as old U. S. B. M. drill hole No. 1.]. which was a 
vertical hole. Drilling.will be by contract. Locations of the drill 


•	 holes are shown on the accompanying map. 


Funds required for this work are as follows: 
850-feet of diamond drilling at $6.47 per foot ....... ..$5500. 


	


Total cost of project	 5500.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT.OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


June 27, 1951 


Memorandum 


To: Mr. James A. Barr, Sr. 


	


From:	 Mr. A. B. Parons 


Subject: Docket DNA-l39lX; Mica 
The Bess Gaston Mica co.,Inc. 
do fletcher 0. Phillips 


Spruce Pine, North Carolina 


The prospective available supply of Mica 
is far short of meeting defense requirements. Con-
sequently, it is highly desirable that explorations 
for new domestic deposits be stimulated by any re-
asonable Government assistance to private interests. 
Any exploration project that holds promise of find-
ing significant new, reserves, merits consideration 
by the Defense Minerals Administration. 


J D A.71 
A.B. Parsons -j 
Assistant Diz4or 
Supply Divisi'f







MAY LAM D M 010 I (0 M P A MY	 TELEPHONE 29 


PONTIAC CARS	 INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS * FARMALL TRACTORS * POWER UNITS * FARM MACHINERY * ACCESSORIES 


SPU([ PIM[, MOTH (AOUMA 


June 26, 1951 


Mr. Fletcher 0. Phillips, President 
The Bess GastonMica Co., Inc.	 Re: DMA 1391 X 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Phillips: 


This is to confirm our conversation to the effect that this company 


will diamond core drill the property your are exploring at a cost to you 


'not exceeding $1i. . 76 per foot of depth. 


Mayland Motox Company 


E.A.Ellls ,Pres.


V







Uace R. 'iffitts 
U. 3. ooio4ca1 thirvy 


w. A. reck 
;. 9.	 of icc 


J; 2.3, 19S2.
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JUL £951 
-	 . 


DIi39i—X, 33ton ica Compi-y, atoi County,

North Crolii 







flia.	 .	 . 
essGcton mica Coa 


i, 5. Bess farm, Gaston Conti . C. 


JIA-l39l-X 


The ia r&ne or the 1. S. Boss farm, along the east &de of the 


Kings Llountain-Cherryvlile highway ard 3.S riles S. 32° E. of ChrryiUe, 


was op2ned as the Jasper Gletn Iire about 1697. It was uorked above 


water level before 1900 by 1I.11. Carpenter, of Kings iJontain, t least 


three inclines were drkven down the dip of the dike fron its outcrop and 


drifts and sirell roots wore opened laterally fro thea. The ridis 


wcre extended to 27 feet depth during or1d War I by iieaus of shafts • Al-


though ruch rnica was obtained frori the old wcki the operathm were 


stopped bocauee of the strc flow of water and the weak, oavin rourAd. 


In Novenber l91.3, 1?. 13. Hendricks and H. L. KeEnedy, road contractot's, 


saflk a shaft and drove several tens of feet of dri2s from it. ar1y in 


19W4 they opened a cut, hich bad reached a diameter of about 20 feet 


by the fail of l9. Early in l9 the cut rcachcd a depth of 70 feet nd, 


beoae of the hardness of the cv bvrdcn and the steep dip of the peatite 


dike at th point, stripping wa discontinued and several drifts czd 


inclines were driven from the ncrth end of the cut. then last oa:ied 


the mrkigs had reached a depth of gore than 90 feet. They are reported 


to have ended at about 100 feet. U the opengs have been re..±'illed. 


The country rock is a artose uscovitebiotite schist tt con 


tame a saU a!rount of sillianite. It has bien oathcred rather 


thorowh to a depth of 70 feet or oro, hut tcod wel2 in nearly 


vertical wale in thcold open cut.







a1	
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The gatite dike trends ne'r1y east. Its general dip is gent1 


and to the north, but local reversals oocr. The dip is steep at the 


upper, or southern side of the cut and at the lower, or northern side. The 


dip in the iiddlc part of thpenin was very gentle. In nost p1 ces the 


dike is thinner than 10 feet, arid the steeply dipping parts are hicker,1the 


gcnt]y dipping parts. The rriaxii thickiess, near the north end of the cut, 


is about 30 feet. Several rolls in both the hanging wall and the foot wall 


were as wide as 12 feet and as high as S feet. They plsnge very gently to 


the east or west. The plsnge of the main mica shoot that was mined in tho 


open cut as well as in the oer workings was to the north, dow.ia the dip 


of the dike and nornal to the rolls in the ca: r, 	 n the latter respects 


it differs fron hoot in the Spruce Pine district, which ncorly evOrhCrC 


piwige parallel to the rolls and resembles sone depoL to in the Black 


Hills, which pinnge normal to rolls. 
One thin, continuous dike of pegntitc containing small books of 


muscovite was encountered in most of the northern hf of the open cut. 


It probably is the dike encowftered at 60 to 70 feet depth in the J. S. 


Threau of Mines diamond drill holes. A less continuous dike, 10 t© 15 


feet higher than it was also found in both the open cut and the dianond 


drill holes. Locally these contained books of mica large enough to yield 


sheet.
The peatite is composed of oligoclase, j rthitc, quarts, nuecovite, 


arid traces of biotite, beryl, apatito, garnet, rd tourmaline. The upper 


steeply dipping part of the dike is poorly sod, ord consists of lai© 


class, pa rthite, quarts, muscovite, and biotite • The mica books ore 


moderately smalL The middle, gently dipping paab of the dike is well 


soned with a wall zone of plagioclase, quarts, riuscovite, and a core of 


..2







.	 . 


perthite,	 , rxd quartz. The lower steeply dipping pab of the cio 


contcin	 rve quert core and a p1gicclae, perthite, qart 


end rruscovite wall zone. The border zone contains apatite in the lower 


pert of the cie, which i4he oi1y part that was	 ficiently herd to 


retain fresh plagioclase. 


iovite is very abundant in the hanging wall orie where it ay 
of 


constitute 25 percent or nore/the pegatite. It is iivch less abundant 


near the footaU. 'Lost books are lrrge; those 12 inches in diaister cre 


coon and a. few ere 2* feet long. The heaviest book recovered diring 


World War II weighed 78 pounds. The rdca is ruby color. ost books are 


free-splitting, flat, and hard. 8L" structure is rare	 though soxe books 


are faintly reoved near their margins. Some books are ruled and ary are 


c].ay..stairied. The clay stains reduced the recovery of sheet microm the 


ira run to 2 parcent or loser in itot of the cut but ware uniiportant 


below a depth of about 75 feet, and the sheet recovery r have reached 


10 percent. About 1/3 of the mica is Io. 1 quality and probably 60 


percent or more of the tried sheet sold during World War II was 1 	 2 


inches and larger. The largest reserves of rica in the sunncr of 195 


appeared to be below and est of the workings a.t 90 feet depth, although 


much saU-sizcd rnica probably reains west of th old cen cut 


Th view of the large production - over )15 0, OCO of this ins during 


World War II, and the high quality of the mica it seeis very desirable to 


prove definitely that the dike either ends near the old workings or 


persists beyond the northwa stern part of the open cut. Diaond drili 


holes can servo verr well to detmine the continuity of the dike, but 


L
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will give little in!oration on the size arid quality of the iiiica books. 


In vieu of the Imorn distribution of the core rica books one right 


reasomb1y conclde that any pegnatito found in the area to be e1©rad 


by drill holes 3. to that. could be correlated with the ain dikeuill 


contain large mica books fron which high quality sheet could be obtained. 


Those hobo, uppliwertirig the holes already drilled by the U. S • 


of Iiines, ou].d definitely check the posib1e northerly and northwesterly 


extensions of the rain dike. Hole 6 to 8 will similarly check the possible 


westex1y e neici of the dike. 


The ostiiated	 nse of driUiog the M. S. Bess deposit are given 
ii ethibit MKfl.
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xh1bit "A"	 D-139 


The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc., 
do Fletcher 0. Phillips 


Spruce Pine, North Caro1i 


Location of Mine, Bess Fern Gaston Courty, N.C. 


It is proposed to dianond crill 84:Q boles to depths of fron 


0 to 180 feet to deterrrine the western and nthorn extensions of the 


pegiatite and to see whether it extends to depth. It is oethted 


that this work can be co1sted in 6 wks after dihing is started, 


All holes will be vertical with the exception of No. 3 and No, 


which will b at an angle of - 600 . Hole No. 3 11 b at practicaLT 


he same location as old U. S. B. N. drill hole No. U which was a 


vertical hole. Drilling will be by contract. Locations of the drill 


holes are shom on the accompanying map.







.	 . 


ithibit "B 11	 Di391X 


The Bs Gton ic Co. Lic., 
do 1otcr 0. Philhip 
Spruce P±ne, NGrth CroiLi 


?o additioni	 1itic, bui1dirgs or fixtures crc to be 


ptrchacd, !nstaied or eeetod.
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Exhibit "C"
	


DL.1391X



The Bess Gaston Iioa Co. Thc., 


i a list of operating equipment to be rented 


by the operator for uso on the project: 


. jeep at 6 per day ±or 30 days	 l8O.00 


The above jeep is owned by the operator and will be rented to 


the project.







.	 . 


Ethibit tiDtl


	


	 IJA139



Th 3es Gaston ica Go. Inc. 


B1ow is an itniod schdl of. labor by nwthers and c1asss 


snd of suporvisor by niiber and positions, iith xinii 	 and 


a1aie that mar b paid to each au an aflowable cost of tho proct: 


1 sup]e 6 wek	 )6O pr tek	 )36O,



1 suprintondent 1/2 tine Q 1OO per teek (3GO. 


Th suprintndent wili dvoto his tirie btweon projcto



Tha1391X, 13ss ino; DIl38t Husldns ine; and DN1389X, o1f Mines
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Exhibit HU	 DNA-1391--X 


The Be Gston Ii& Co. Inc., 


are no dstg aci1itie, buiJWing, !n1tio 


or firc on the property aid no rehabilitation or rpair til1 


be nocesery.
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NATIONAL 7808 


June 11i, 1951 


S	 I 
C. BRASWELL COLLINS 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


THE ARLINGTON BUILDING 



1025 VERMONTAVENUE, N.W. 



WASHINE3TON 5, 0. C. 


Mr. James A. Barr, Sr. 
Chief, Indiistria. Minerals• 


Branch, DMA 
Department of Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


RE: Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. 


Attention Mr. Wasky: 


Please remove the answer called for in Form NP 103 from all 
four copies of the Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. and insert the 
enclosed pages as amendments therefor. 


It is respectfully requested that all communications concern-
ing this application be addressed to this office. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. Braswell Collins 


CBC :EBN 


Enclosure
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3	 Mnra1 i ITetal	 Ts it fled i ettion 3 of 


If not tppii atior will be rejectec 


Coic pv obabiii.ty of Jic r,cy	 heo. on data in ipp1icti1n 
(quet1on #.bç 7 ) i8, 2O and 22) 


Hjn or $urvey rport ,	 do you rate chance	 - 


4 
) Poor 


'	 None 


) Don t know	 needs fi'1d ar1ntion


I,	 -. 


	


e) I, he	 i1tcinabve nd fvoo2i proet' 
(I!	 ,	 trf	 eic1anat1on) 


e aplint	 righ	 ruoety 1eer1y stated 
(quetion 5	 • 7)	 .	 / 


j_ -	 -is	 .	 a	 .f	 lme attd? 


1eae 'hv	 uf	 .jju t run tc .oier a 


rjdutv o i o	 ___ 
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Answer' to question 4 - DMA.-l39lX 


The Geological Survey mapped and described the Bess Mine in 
detail during the last World War. The geology of the mine is fairly 
well known. The mine was a good mica producer accorthrig to the records. 


About the only part of the applicant's project that could be 
interpreted as exploration would be the confirmation that the pgmatite 
and mica zones extend down-dip. This could be established at less 
cost by diamond drilling. Since the pmatite has a relatively 
dip, probably OO feet of drilling, costing one tenth as muchwotild' 
sufficiently outline the deposit and determine if further development 


• work would be desired, 


The only disadvantage of the diamond drilling is that if the 
deposit proves sufficiently large then it would take some time to 
complete the development wozk.	 0• 


•	 The field team should supervise the diamond drilling locations. 
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8 Foim the tht prcccrtod doec the poroscd	 ojcxt ppar Loacible fron 


the to.Lnt of vietr of g 


aY' vailab1c	 __________ 


b) EqLprient ard ____ 
(quotion 11. p1u	 genera]. kncz1edre of availbili 


e) Acec1b1ity (qction 


a) 1 Tatcr (a'uostiom	 _______ 


e) Pèer (questiovi ) 3	 _____ 


Is . field ehecI needcd on	 ry	 these 


Doe	 tI'e experience of the 	 p	 cant appear to b	 coquate to assure that 


he'an properly conduct the pioposed project? (question ) g	 ____	 ____ 


Is a field choc1 needed on ,his pointA,/ 


lO 1ththit AG (questions 21 and 22) 


) is the project adc.iuto1y descr 	 _____ 


if riot	 a o tierc. suffic.cnt data given so tnat you cn descithe 


th	 44Ir so attach a draft 
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Is t1i1	 y ort a ryvJ	 1ertiort pro1eot' 


d) !re the e	 .atirto	 dotai1ctf'A 


Con tie	 be suir1ed	 as on pire 2 of	 ccdua1 Intiiition 


ft oi the a. aiJib1e d2L?L	 If o > attach a c1raCt 


e) &r th cost estinitc 


i) 31ould rior	 ii1 orntion 1c rcquo&td frori. opp1iczmt? 
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110	 thib1t 3 (quoton 23d) 
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12	 Thçhibit C (uetin ?,-o 	 1' and-g) / 


a. I	 it app1ic	 1e 


b) sufficient c 'dta' ,	 i	 zo	 att3&1 d draft0 


c) tre	 mt: md &nrres re-ionb1e 


ci) I) a. I old c'icl nexed"	 ____ 
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a) !ir	 there s'uffieicnt 


b) Is the	 hule adoquat £o the uor 


a) Is the	 chcdu e cxc e's!ve for the uorL DroposcdM	 ____ 


ci) A	 th	 rapaed no' and ci1aricm reascnab1e 


e) I a field hocb tceded' *	 ____ 
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(AlL e 1ortioi rust be cilc tad tn thin tto year ) 
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FILE COPY n-,	 .	 .-	 -	 .	 '	 .	 , . .,-..-	 . 4\V,\	 a.&	 A	 SURNAME 
w UNITEDSTATES 


. 9jo	 .,;	 . . ... DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERIOR	 ; .	 ; . 
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION


. 


WASHINGTON 25 D C


uUfl* Sa 19I 


.	 V 	 • 	 - V 	 • 	 • 	
VV	


V 	


• 	 ••	 V-.-	 S	 .'	 •.	 V 	 • -V 


Mr. F1etcIer O Phtlltp. 	 Subjeett	 flMA.I3 
1EBess c*ton Mica Cpany, Inc.	 Exploration JOan 
iç ce Pine, _________ 


V	 V	
V	


. 	 kVV	
V,	


V 	
V 	


V 	


V 	
V V 


Nj dear Kr'. Pbillips: 


Receipt j acknowledged of your application and 


attachments tor an exploration loan under the fleense 


Production Act of i950. 


The applic-atiøn wa* aesigned Docket aer 	 i4l31 


and wa	 referred to Mr. Jaea A. Barr,	 ief, Industrial Mineralø 
aran	 on June 1, 3.9l. 


In any' future correpoidnce relating to your applica 
tion,	 refer to	 I*.139]1.


3incer'ely' oura, 


/
LANDON F	 TROBL 


L g4on F. Strobel 
zecutive eor.tary 
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VV.V	
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cc.	 Strobel-2 


Fi1es 


Barr 


Lyon 


k_________
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01 i13-ot The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc 
do fletcher 0. Phillips 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina 


1391X 
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' 31,233.28 
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Docket DMA-]391X 
) 


EXHIBIT "A" 


Work will consist of diamond drilling y 
contract 8 holes totaling approximately 8S0; 
core NX. Location of holes to beiutually 
agreeable to the Operator and Field Team member. 
Core handling, testing etc. to be done by Op-
erator.
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Docket DM&-1391X 


EXHIBIT "B" 


Core house (shelters, tool house) 	 200.00 


EXHIBIT "C" 


Contract 8S0' NX drilling © 5	 $ ).i250.0O: 
Core boxes, shipping etc.	 100.00 
Truck rental by Operator 
10 days @ lti.	 ltO.0O 


EXHIBIT "D" 


1 engineer- Superintendent 
part time 20 
1 truck driver days--b @ $10 
1 laborer 10 days © $10 


Payroll taxes 
Contingencies


Total


$ 300.00 
120 • 00 
100.00 


S0.00 
2L,O. 00 


s,sO0.00 


EXHIBIT "E" 


Not Applicable 


Note:	 Operator should be allowed some latitude 
in distribution of expense items as long as toal is 
not exceeded.
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June 27, 19S1 


Docket DMA-1391X 


RECONNENDATION 


That an Exp1ortion Aid Contract be granted 
in the amount of $)S,SOO, Government Participation 
90% in accordance with attached exhibits.
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