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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

OFFICIAL DOCKET FILE

Terminated (or cancelled) without certification. DMEA No,

This is the official contract file containing all official
records of the projebt. Duplicate material has been removed. The
records contalned in the files are checked and are arranged in this

manner: _

‘Left Side - Rvi‘g}gt Side

Cgrtificate of Audit‘(Finél). Project sﬁmmafy..

Interim Audit(s). Work bomﬁlétéd analysis.
Report of Review.; _ b//zll other maﬁerial is filed in

o chronological order with corre-

/A%ermination Notice. or Agreement:ﬂiﬁm- spondence including the following
. . reports as checked: '

Recision Notice. , S ’ .

- Final Field Team Report. (Tab)
v/<assignment of Contract. o : o

Operator's Final Report.
Contract Amendments (1atest on

top). Interim Reports.
v/éontract with all exhibits and v/gn-site Exam Report(s). (Tab)
annexes.

. Settlement Sheets,
- Ovner's Consent to Lien. '

v/SubordinationVAgreement.
Leases and assignments of leases.
v/ﬁpplication and attachments.
Schedule of Collecticns.

Operator's monthly reports and
all attachments: (latest on top).

If additional folders are required because of volume of records,
show folder numbers and contents below:

Maps in ' folder number

Operator s Monthly Reportq in folder number

1913

‘Reviewer's Initials .






COPY

¢ Room 13, Post Office Building
Knoxville, Tennessee

December 13, 1951

Mr. Fletcher 0. Phillips

Spruce Pine, N. C.
Re: DMA-1389X, Idm-E69
_DMA-1391X, Idm-E70

Dear Mr. Phillips:

We have given full consideration to your requests,
stated in your letter of December 3, that we amend the above
designated contracts to provide for shaft-sinking instead of
core drilling, as provided in the contract.

After due consideration of all the problems in-
volved, it is our opinion that shaft sinking would not be
Justified under present conditions and the present explora-
tion program of the Government. Therefore, in accordance
with your next to last paragraph, we will consider the
contracts terminated.

Very truly yours,

Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer
Defense Minerals Exploration Admin,
Region VII
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¥ iz 1930 : . : ‘ Docket No. DMA - 1391=~X

Commodity __Mlca,__w/
- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Ian-Efo . —
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 9.,
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION PP, R e

, 1951., between the United States of America, acting
through the Department of the Interior, Defense Minerals Administration, hereinafter called the “Government,” and® ...

Bess Gaston Mica Company, Inc. .. ..

...................... ¢/o.Fletcher Q. Phillips. .. ...
Spruce Pine, North Carclina : -

hereipafterﬂcalle(f the “Operator,” as follows:
1. Authority for contract. This agreement is entered into under the authority of the Defense Production Act of 1950, pur-
suant to Mineral Order 5, entitled “Regulations Governing Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects.”

2. Operator’s property rights. The exploration p;‘oject shall be conducted on that certain property situated in the State of
............ North Carolina ..., County of _.._Gaston . ___..________________._ described as follows:?® __ -

3. Exploration project. The Operator, within : days from the date of this contract shall commence
work on a project of exploration for® ; shall prosecute the work efficiently, expertly, in a
workmanlike manner, in accordance with good mining standards, with suitable and adequate equipment, materials, and labor, all

properly designed to bring the project to completion within a period of ® _____ Thr ee-.(3 -months from the date
of this contract. The exploration project and the work to be performed are more fully described on Exhibit “A” attached hereto,
which, with any maps or drawings thereto attached, is made a part of this contract. .

4. Performance of the work. The work shall be performed by the Operator, under his sole direction and control: Provided,
That with the consent of the Government and its written approval of the contract or contracts, all or any part of the work may
be performed by the Operator through contract or contracts with independent contractors. The Government shall have the right
to enter and observe and inspect the work at all reasonable times, and the Operator shall provide the Government with all avail-
able means for doing so. The Government may consult with and advise the Operator on all phases of the work.

5. Fixtures and improvements. The Operator shall devote the land and all existing improvements, facilities, buildings, instal-
lations, and appurtenances to the purposes of the exploration project without any allowance for the use, rental value, depreciation,
depletion, or other cost of acquiring, owning, or holding possession thereof. Any additional facilities, buildings, and fixtures, to
be purchased, installed, or erected by the Operator, with the estimated cost of each, to which the Government will contribute
currently its agreed pro rata share, are listed in Exhibit “A” attached hereto. The difference between the cost of such additional
facilities, buildings, or fixtures, and the salvage value thereof at the conclusion of the work, shall be charged as a cost of the
project to which the Government has contributed its pro rata share.

6. Operating equipment. Any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or furnished by the Operator, with the allow-
able rental, purchase price, or depreciation, as the case may be, is listed under appropriate headings in Exhibit “A” attached
hereto. As to equipment purchased for the project, the Government will contribute its agreed pro rata share of th st thereof,
and the difference between the cost and the salvage value at the conclusion of the work shall be chm‘_a%@)siégshe project

to which the Government has contributed its pro rata share. 8
1 If sufficient space is not provided in any blank, use an extra sheet of paper and refer to it in the blank. RRGRL. ..
2 State name, address, and nature of organization if any. m&‘ﬂg@ %E,nﬂ'
s .

3 Give legal description or enough to identify the property.

¢ Strike out the provision not applicable. /” -
8 Name of mineral. ) y J
¢ Not in excess of 2 years. Y 3 @ ge-2
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DMA Docket 1391x
The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc.
ANNEX I

The "Big Bess" Mine
M. S. Bess Farm, Gaston County, North Carolina

"Beginning on a stake 6n.Cherryville & Kings Mountain State Highway
and edge of M. S. Bess' yard where he now lives and running S 850 E 500
feet to a stake in field thence 5 210 W 457 feet to stake, thence S 8ho w
268 feet to stake, thence N 52° W 157 feet to concrete tile butment in highway,

thence N 6° E 432 feet with highway to the beginning.
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LANDLORD'S SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS

WHEREAS, the undersigned is the owner in fee simple of that certain parcel of ground in the

county of 0%0‘-2;; , State of % dw @JM—ZL*:&J described in a

L4

certain Exploration Project Contract dated July 19 , 1951, between

Bess Gaston Mica Company

the Lessee of said propérty, and the United States of America; -

Now, THEREFORE, the undersigned, as Lessor of said property under lease dated .

Wd# 024 / A4 , does by these presents subordinate all of his right, title, and interest
under }:ﬁe provisions of said lease to the right, title, and interest of the United States of America
under the provisions of said Exploration Project Contract, and agrees that the lien and claim of
the United States of America under the provisions of said contract shall be prior to the under-
signed’s rights to rentals or royalties under the terms of said leasg ; and ‘

The undersigned further agrees that if said leasehold interest should be surrendered or if said
lease should terminate at any time prior to the expiration of the rights of the United States of
‘America under said Exploration Project Contract, the undersigned shall assume and does hereby
assume all of the obligations of the Lessee under said Exploration Project Contract to make repay-
ment to the United States of America according to the terms of said contract; and

The undersigned agrees to commit no act, nor assert any claim under judicial process or other-
wise that may contravene or conflict with the prior lien and claim of the United States of America
under the provisions of said Exploration Project Contract.

This undertaking and covenant shall be binding upon the heirs, successors, and assigns of the
undersigned. ‘ :

Dated this XA, day of %'g " , 1957

U. §. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 040768

X a
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PifA-1391-X

ZZHIBIT "AM

Performance of work

*ork will consist of diemond drilling eight (8) N.X. holes
totaling 850 feet. These holes are to be drilled to locate
end determine the directional trend and size of the pegma-
tite in which the mica minerslization is found. The hole
depth is to renge from 50' to 180' - the depth to e mutually
agreed upon by the company and Field Team engineer of the

- Governnment.

# lole locations are shovn on the attached mep. Chenges of
hole location and drilling direction may be changed with
the approvel of the Government fielcd engineer providec the
total footage drilled does not exceed 850!,

Cost of Project

# 350" of KX size dicmond drill hole

@ $5.00/ft. % 4,250.00
Coreboxes, shipping, etc. 100.00
Truck rentel, by operator - 10 days

@ {,14.00/day 140.00

Labor and 3upervision

1 - Zngineer-Superintendent & {;20.00/day

part time $  300.00
1 - Truck driver - 12 days @ $10.00/day 120.00
1 - Laborer - 10 days @ $10.00/day 100,00
Payroll taxes 50.00
uiscellaneous expense . 2,0.00

Fixtures and Improvements

Core house (shelter, tools house) $  200.00
Total Cost ' 3 5,500.00

# Drill core recovery and sampling must bé done under the super-
vision of the Government field engineers.
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Budget Bureau No. 42-R1035.
Approval expires 6-30-51.

Form MF-103 U
(April 1951)

. . DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION:

‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTER‘

DO NOT FILL IN THIS BLOCK

APPLICATION FOR AID FOR AN ,
EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO "Doicke.t No. _.M/ff//
.. MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER Date received B2/ 'J/ i
DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950 = - o ;’_ e

Partlclpatlon .
j i
The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc.
c/o Fletcher 0. Phillips
Spruce Pine, North Carolina
o ‘ ' : - R : Name and
’ Co : address of
L _, ) o npphcaﬂt
Pate ... e
FILL IN THIS BLOCK
Date of application .. May 30, 1951 - Estimated cost -$31’ 233. 28

Mineral or metal e S ; . Percentage of Government participation _.._._ 9_9% _______________

Location of mine

Date of filing MF—100 ______.:

INSTRUCTIONS

DMA Docket Number, if availableM/im_

Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application.
Submit four signed copies of the application to Defense Min-
erals Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington

25, D. C,, or to the nearest field execytive officer thereof, with
your name and address on each sheet of the application and

if you cannot answer it, so state on the form. Where the
space provided for-answer is insufficient, answer on a separate
sheet, annex it to the application form, and refer to it in-space
for answer. If the application is approved, you will be pre-
sented with-an exploration project contract on Form MF-200,

for your signature.
all accompanying papers. If any question is inapplicable, or )

THE APPLICANT

*1. Is applicant an individual, partnership, or corporation?
*2. If a partnership, state names and addresses of partners.
*3. If a corporation, state names and addresses of officers, directors, and five largest stockho]ders
*4, Descrltl;)e the mining and general business experience of (a) the applicant, and (b) the person or persons who will-manage the
projec
*5. Are you the owner or the lessee of the property?
. If owner, state what claims, liens, or encumbrances, if any, are against the property
7. If lessee, attach a copy of the lease and state if it is in good standing.

[=2]

NOTE.—It will be necessary to procure and attach to the exploratlon project contract- agreements of claimants, lienors, St

cumbrances and lessors subordinating their interests in the property to the interest of the Government under the
contract.

. Furnish current financial statement, showing assets and liabilities, and a profit and loss statement.

. How much money is applicant prepared to invest in proposed project? Is it sufficient to pay your part of the cost of the
project as detailed in question 23 of this application form, in accordance with the regulatlons on Government participation
(Section 9 of Mmeral Order 5)? . .

© 0

*If you have already answered these questions on MF-100, you are not required to answer the questions for this application. 16—64057-1
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Form MF-103 Defense Minerals Administration

.The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. | Bessg Farm, Gaston County, N. C.

1. Corporation

2. Tot a partnership

3. See personal qualifications of key persons in Exhibit A at page 3.

4. Fletcher 0. Phillips will manage the project. His qualifications are
attached as Exhibit B. The qualifications of the other key man in the
corporation are attached as EBxhibit C.

5. Lessee

6. Not owner

7. Lease is attached as Exhibit D. It is in good standing.

Note: Subordination Form attached as Exhibit E -
to original file.

8. New corporation

9. Corporation is investing its Reo truck 109A - L2425, C 21 B - 55979,

2100, 24702914 Model 1948. Valued at $3,200. Corporation owns this
truck free and clear. Assignment is attached as Exhibit F.

10. Legal description of portion of Bess Farm leased is set forth in lease
attached as Exhibit D. Exploration will be conducted over entire area
leased.

11. Bess, Gaston County, North Carolina

12. Mine is three miles from Cherryville, North Carolina. Truck routes and rail-

ga,ds gerve Che%vn.lle. Roads are hard surface or good solid gravel top.

13. No water needed in the mining of strategic mica. There is no bra.nch or
‘creek within the leased area. There is a well on the farm within 1000 feet
of leased area from which drinking and radiator cooling water may be
obtained.

14. None

15. Ore can be placed on box cars at Cherryville, or trucked to Spruce Pine, N. C.
which is 70 miles. Spruce Pine is the area in which practically all of
the fabricating and milling factories in the United States are located.
People in that area have the ability and know-how to utilize all of the
strategic and punch grades of mica.

16. Sheet mica of strategic grade from this mine was sold to Colonial Mica Corpora-

tion during World War II. These records are now in the files of R.F.C.
(Call Mr. Tully Executive 3111 Extension 550)






17.
18.

190
20.

21.

22.0

.23'

See answer 16.

Mica deposits cannot be assayed as to their sheet or strategic grade
content. This mine produced large quantities of strategic mica during
World War II, as can be ascertained from the records of Colonial Mica
Corporation. If is estimated that mica of like amounts and quality is
gtill in the immediate vicinity. Mining operations ceased only when the
price of sheet mica fell after the last war. , :

None
Mica

Eight shafts will be dug to a depth of 60 to 75 feet. Since the persons in
this corporation were familiar with the location of the mine face before
it was filled in after abandoment after the last war, they will try to
"strike" or "locate" the old mine face with the first few shafts. The
remaining shafts will be lowered to strike the vein at other points within
the area. The ahafts will be so located that they complete area will be
explored. It is expected to take one month to set up and dig onme shaft.
The project should be completed within eight months.

Production posibilities are of record with the U. S. Bureau of Mines,
U. 8. Geological Survey, and ‘RFC files. All of these records show mica
of strategic quality in this vicinity. Also see Exhibit "g".
Per month 8 month period

(a) 1 timber man $70 per week  303.33 oho6.64 1/3
1 truck driver 60 per week 260.00 2080.00
3 muckers 60 per week T780.00 6240.00
1 hoist operator 60 per week 260.00 2080.00

12826.64 1/3  12,826.64 1/3
(b) 1 supervisor 100 per week %33,33 1/3 3u66.64 1/3/  3,466.64 1/3

(c) None
(4) Bunk house 1000.00
Tool shed 200.00
: 1200.00 1,200.00
(e) 1 Reo dump truck with bed* 3200.00
1 Double drum hoist complete including
bracket, shives, cables, etc. 3500.00
2 Electric motor pumps, 220V Single phase
5 horsepower each 1500.00
Misc. mining timber, supports, cribbing, etc. 3000.00
11200.00 11,200.00
(f) None
(g) None
(h) 2 wheelbarrows, hand tools, etc , 300.00 300.00

*Invested by applicant






Per month 8 month period

(i) Electric power (a) 80 per mo. 80.00 6l+0.00
Supplies, gasoline, oil, repairs, 200.00 1600.00
‘etc. (a) 200 per mo. 221:0.00 2,240.00

31,233.28‘2/3

24, Project is expected to be completed within an eight month period after

avardation of the exploration contract. It is expected to sink one shaft
per month, with & total of eight shafts covering the leased area. Schedule
might not be maintained if considerable feldspar or granite is encountered
surrounding mica in the earth.

The first month's expenditures will include the total cost of the equipment
that must be purchased, excluding the Reo truck invested by the applicant.
Each month thereafter will include salaries, supplies, power, and mining
timber, if it is not all purchased within the first month.

First Monih's Operation

1 timber man 303.33 1/3
1 truck driver ‘ 260.00
3 muckers 780.00
1 hoist operator : 260.00

1 supervisor : . 433.33 1/3
electric power & supplies 280.00
1 bunk house ‘ : 1000.00
1 tool shed ' 200.00
1 Reo Truck* 3200.00
1 double drum hoist 3500.00
2 electric motor pumps 1500.00
Misc timber 3000.00
Hand tools 300.00

$15,016.662/3

Each M@nth Thereafter

1 timber man : 303.33 1/3

1 truck driver 260.00

3 muckers ‘ 780.00

1 hoist operator 260.00

1 supervisor 433.33 1/3
Electric power & supplies 280.00 - -

$2,316.66 2/3

*Invested by applicant
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i CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION

I ' of

The Bess Gaston Mics Co., Ine.

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: ‘

That we, the undersigned, have this day voluntarily associated our-
selves together for the purpose of forming a corporetion under the laws of i |
f; the State of North Carolina, and do hereby certify:

FIRST: That the neme of the said corporation is:
" The Bess Gaston Mice Co., Inc.

SECOND: That the purposes for wﬁich said corporation is formed are:
r (a) To initially engage in the primary business of exploring, pros-
| pecting, developing, mining and milling mica and minerals of every character
| and description.
. (b) To purchase or otherwise acquire, to own, hold, lease, sell or
otherwise dispose of, deai'in and improve real estate, and to mortgage,
E‘ convey in trust or otherwise encumber the same and to erect, manage, care
}; for, maintain, extend and alter buildings théreon and other improvements.

L (c) To purchase or otherwise acquire, to own, hold, lease, sell or

otherwise dispose of, deal in and improve real estate, and to mortgage,
convey in trust or otherwise encumber or hypothecate the samé.

(d) To enter into partnerships or into any arrangementifor sharing
profits, union of interest, corporation, joint adventure, reciprocal

. concession, or otherwise, with any person, rartnership, firm or corporation,

in any business or transaction in which this corporation is authorized to
carry on or engage in so as to directly or indirectly benefit this
corporation.

tj (e) To take, acquire by purchase, exchange or otherwise, and to own,

Qj hold, deal in, sell or otherwise dispose of, mortgage, hypothecate or other-
wise encumber,  letters patent and inventions and shares of stock or bonds, u
and while the owner of said shares to vote the same.

(f) To borrow money and to execute and deliver its secured promissory |

note or notes or other evidences of indebtedness therefor.






(g) To issue bonds, notes, debentures, certificates, script or other
corporate obligations or evidences of debt, and to secure the payment there-
for by mortgage, pledge or deed of trust'of or upon the whole or any portion
of the corporate property, fundé, credits and franchises and to sell, pledge
or otherwise use or dispose of tﬁe same.

(h) To exercise in respect to all such bonds; notes, mortgages,
shares of capital stock and other securities and other obligationg, any and
all rights, powers and privileges of individual owners thereof; in¢iuding
the right to vote upon any shares of stock held by it to the same extent
that a natural person might or could do.

(i) To carry on business in states outside of North Carolina and to
purchase and hold real and personal property in said states.

(j) To engage in any and all lawfui business other than those above
specified which may be permitted by any law or laws of the State of
North Carolina now in force or hereinafter enacted,'and for which no special
authorization or permit is necessary.l )

(k) To do and perform all things whatsoever that shall be necessary or
proper for the full and complete execution of the fqregoing purposes.

(1) To act as guarantor or surety on contracts, notes, bonds,
m&rtgages, deeds of trust or other securities.

THIRD: That the principal office for the transactiop of the business
of'thisicorporation is to be located in jaw:nae;21nh;_Eéxzh;ﬁaznlinn_______ﬂ’

That the name and address of the agent authorized to accept service on the
Fletcher O. Phillips,
corporation in the State of North Carolina isBpruce Pine, North Cerclina.
FOURTH: That this corpofation is authorized to‘issue only one class
of shares of stock, the total number of which is 900 shares with no par
value.
FIFTH: That the number of directors of said corporation shall be
three (3) who must be shareholders and the names and addresses of the

pérsons who are appointed to act as the first directors and- to hold office

until the selection and qualification of their successors are as follows:






. v
! ¥letcher 0. Phillips, President Spruce Pine, N, C.
1 o
John Phillips, Vice President Spruce Pine, N. C.

Willi

| SIXTH: That the dliration of this corporation shall be 100 years;
original capital to commence business to be $30.00.
i SEVENTH: That the following shares of stock have been subscribed by ‘

i the incorporators: ‘

b °

(l)share

| John Phillips Spruce Pine, N. C. (1) share
L ¥illie Mee Phillips Soruce Pine, N. C.(1)share 1

' EIGHTH: That the number of persons nhamed above shall constitute the
number of directors in the corporation until changed by emendment to the
H by-laws.
; NINTH: Said corporation_shall not have the power to levy assessments
J upon fhe shares or shareholders thereof.

TENTH: The shareholders of said corporation shall havé preemptive

" rights to subscribe to any and all issues of shares of securities.

i IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the persons named herein as directors have hereunto

‘ set their hands this Q—#day of Wf? /?-S_/

L pelee =






i STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
) ss.
MITCHELL COUNTY )

On this_ 24 day of PPZey_ ¢+ 5 S7 petore me, the undersigned

| Notary Public in end for the Stafe of North Carolina, residing therein, ;
|
|

duly commis%one% ang SWOZ’ personally appeared
( - é%’

known to me to be the person whose na is subscribed to the withiri
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same.

i IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand end affixed my ‘
official seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove ;
written. i

Notary Public of said County and Sfate _
7? CottcccsatOls Wﬂ,gp/w% -4
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ) , ~ j

| ) ss. ;
! MITCHELL COUNTY ' ) ‘

| . | - |
f Ao B TYE e,

[:l: . ) .
[ On thisé%day of [ ZS7  before me, the undersigned {
! Notary Public in and for the ate of North Carolina, residing therein,

. duly COmm?‘ﬁi'one and s , personally appeared ‘
L / ¢ : l
" known to f#i& to be the person whge neme is subscribed to the within : :

instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hend and affixed my
, official seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove
‘written. |

. Ao e eZR R Jope L, e
i j Notary Public_of said County and Stajf
H . - .

W//v Mv@*

| STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )

il ) ss.
I MITCHELL COUNTY )

7/ .
On this_24 day of _2PZGey +5 &/ before me , the undersigned
| Notary Public in and for the Sta€ of North Carolina, residing therein,

i duly commisziéo/x}eq_ and sworn, persongll '~ appeared

vl . .

Iyt .

./ known to me to be the person whose name is Zstcribed to the within

' instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same.

?;] . IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my
| . official seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove
written. .

' L | el R A,
I : ) tary Public of sajid County end Stafe i

ﬁ 122%? e ;aiﬁfpakz. et ~6fL,
i
|
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FLETCHER O. PHILLIPS

Fletcher 0. Phillips is 46 years old, a native of the Spruce Pine
area, and has lived in that mining district most of his life.

_ He has 26 years of mining experience, and at present is mining
mica and feldspar on a commercially profitable basis in the Dogwood
Flat near Yellow Mountain in the Spruce Pine area. This mine is
presently producing one thousand pounds of mica of punch or better
quallty ver week and approximately seventy-flve tons of feldspar

During World War II, Mr. Phllllps was one of three partners in
the mica fabrlcatlng plant of.' Carpenter and Phillips Mica Company"
which employed from 90 ‘to 180 persons. One of his duties was to
purchase mica for fabricating. That éxperience has thoroughly
schooled Mr° Phillips in appraising and grading blocks and sheets of
m1ca

- His two years mining education at North Carolina State College
is one of his greatest assets in that it helps him to evaluate out
croppings and to follow "leads" once mining operations have commenced.

His past employment record is as follows:

Bennidict Coal Co. . St. Charles, Va. 1927. - 1928
Mining School - State College, N. C. 1928 - 1930
Bennidict Coal Co. St. Charles, Va. 1930 - 1932
Hoot Owl Mine ~ Spruce Pine, N. C. 1934 - 1936
Mining for self Spruce Pine, N. C. 1936 - 1941
Carpenter & Phillips ' ' -
Mica Co. (partner) Spruce Pine, N. C. 1941 - 1945

* XX KX X

References:

Mr. Ernest Poteat, Cashier
Northwestern Bank, Bakersville, N C.
Mr. Roy Welds, Manager’
Harris Clay Co., Spruce Pine, N. C.
Mr. J. P: McKinney, Mine Manager
United Feldspar & Minerals, Spruce Pine, N. C.






. . | W ‘C.”

JOHN PHILLIPS

John Phillips is thirty-four years old and a native of the
Spruce Pine area where he has lived most of his life.

He operated the Bouy Mine in Spruce Pine during the years‘lth
to 1943 from which he produced a large quantity of book mica of
punch and better grade.

In 1941 at the same time he was operating the Bouy Mine, he
became a member of the partnership "Carpenter and Phillips Mica
Company." This firm fabricates punch grade mica for the electric
and electronic industry.

Mr. Phillips' business acumen is evidenced by his rapid
expansion in conservative business interests. He is one of two
partners in the partnership of "Phillips and Coulter." This
partnershlp is engaged in the following businesses: '

1. The Texas Company Dlstrlbutorshlp for Avery, Mitchell and
‘ Yancy Counties.
2. Studebaker automobile and truck dealer for Avery, Mltchell
and Yancy Counties, North Carollna°
3. Firestone Retail Store
L. Texaco Service Station, Spruce Pine.

* * X X%

References:

Mr. Robert Guy, Cashier
Avery County Bank, Newland, N. C.
Mr. Baxter Johnson, Owner
. Johnson Electric Co., Spruce ‘Pine, N. C.
Mr. L. L. McMurry, Superv151ng Englneer S
Feldspar Flotation Coo, Spruce Pine, N C.
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State of North Carolina AgngQQALEQZFJ : county s

This indenture made this 2/ dey of ’7%&;1/ , 1951

between 77/.' J &4—0

of 4g42Q¢2ﬁ;»J Ccounty and Stéte_of North Carolina, as party of
the first part, and known as lessor__, and 624~aLyP /(jz4hun£%¢/

of <%W;y2?AZQ§f county and State of North Carolina, party of
the Second part and known as lessee.

WITNESSETH, That the part oL of the first part in consideration of
one Dollar in hand received and ereby acknowledged by the lessor__ , and
in consideration of the agreewments hereinafter contained, on the part of
the party of the secomnd part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases
and grants to the pariy of the second part, and his beirs and assigns,
for the period of five years from the date of this agreement, the fol-
lowing described real property, for alning purposes, in the County and
state first above written, to wit: ‘ ,

;nvaG£54?&g%5V-7?kﬁ§ro_7hbﬂ~22§3;44§3257@?94012
o S &:«ggwé’m/awz.ﬁ_mwg_
S es’E 5‘001/,45(,«45‘)&; o @l o ol XAlers SRS W SISV pTele
—onens S gEl W T68 4T T W«;Z/ﬁ»«u WSR2 1577 4 O
e nerdy Fle BT o Aoghnmyg, Horen 4 € 7€ H32 f b e
M’?{;_%%M- |

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said lands to him, for mining purposes, the
said lessee and his heirs and assiguns for the aforesaid period of five
years in complliance with the conditions of this instrument, for the pur-
pose and with the right to dig, quarry, search, explore for, obtain, and
remove any kind of wilnerals, Letals or fossils, and particularly aica,
and to conduct the same to any extent the said party of the second part,
the lessee, may desire. 4nd it is hereby agreed between the parties to

tpis agreement that the party of the second part is to have the use of any .-

unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining purposes, and that he shall
have the right to errect such buildings as he needs to carry om such minin
operations during the period of this lease, and that the party of the

second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when recelived, un-

avoidable accidents excepted. 4nd it is also agreed by the party of the

second part that no unnecessary danage is to be done to the lands herein
leased during the period of this lease and the coantinuance of said lease,
but the said party of the second part shall have right to take from said
lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or tiwber the party’
of the second part way need to carry on said mining operations or which
may be needed to carry om the addition to existing buildings or to errect
new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market
value is excepted and shall not be used by the lessee.) 4and it is hereby
agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have right-of-
way of ingress and egress to said mines or land upon which exploration is
being conducted.

AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the party of the second part, the lesse
he?eby agrees to pay to the said part of the first part, or his or theiz
heirs or assigans, a rental royalty of ¥ unz/4%§ggcz v all g

on the minerals taken and sold from said wines which shall be for the use
of the said lands for the aforesaid period of five years. The said
emounts shall be payable on the computation of selling bills on the

tenth day of each month covering sales made during the previous wonth e
Any oinerals other than those set forth abcve which may be taken and :
sold shall be paid for and atthe usual royalty rate of the minerals taken.

. AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second
part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option to renew this lease and
to extend the period of i%ts rumning fcr un additional five years from the
date of its present termination., The option shall he exercised by giving
formal written notine to the part .pof the first part or by vhe cortin-
uation of any miring cperatioas t¥en being conducied. The lessoT;

..o o-vo tha picht o use the land, or convey whe s icii
se the land, or convey whe same not conflicil
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“with this lease, b. under any conveyancs “he .s of this lease wust be
recognized by the graantee, Sirchaser, oF assigns therecf, And it is "2

agreed that the lessee uay hesiza uhis winurg lgese vr euy part thergof
and that he way sublcuses, 55U¢u:.ww6922 Awwdbz@f&L¥' .ﬁoﬁJEIZ@AAykA}—
g foces o .

64A7&4J
1T 1S FURTHER ACREZD That the leasses, ués heirs, or assigns, 18
hereby given an optiom to purchasa\{if titie to the land above set forth

o~ . ollaxs
oy &u all rOyRiJbles padd a rent
exocruiscd, sawil be allocatad and
4nd that upoa sender of payaéQP o:
gy title to the lessas or als

and described for a price of
($ ) ), and it is agreed Thet
up o that Wiae, the tike tue opuion LN
applicd to bduis agreed phrchesc price.

the purchase \yrice the le _
assigns by special warranty aced s

BUT IT IS EXPRESSLY AGREED That unless mineral or fossil material
of practical value for aining purposes sbhail be found within a period of
two years froa the date of this instrusent, ths leasc may be terninated U
the lessece ah any btime thersafter on thirty days notice to tie lessor____ s
The lessee asrees that duriag tohe poriod of this leasc or the continuence
of this lesse that work in said wines or exploration for new wines witain

the area ieasnd shall nol cease lo T pban ninety days av -nngn _Blie,
oY le acg 2R C 2P VEA o LA aamﬁ
unr:o%dab C ogide t§¢§%2£?tcd . at? gx&bvaQQnggzébéfﬁuﬁ%&é 9
WITNESS our hands and seals the daj and year first above written.

Witness:

{seal)

- b 00

NORTH CAROLINA, MM—) ____ COUNTY:

The execution of sthe foregoing instru.snt was this day acsnowlsdged
before we by__ ", J&f /42;4L4/ the grantor

for the ourpdsvs therein'iﬁggessad. TSt The scus, With tuis certificale,
be Tegistered, Tals_ K4/ dey of ___TWag , 1951,

& /’" Z m@%ﬂa
/

poe

NORTH CiROLINA,_ ,x§&é£¢JZ§QAJ COUNTY ;

I'Mbﬁ% Oﬁcm__;ﬂﬂti, do certify that W//,J. &M}
ond il ngaed O Lilrmts , Bis wiie personally

appcarcd velore we Tils Ady, anc anwno,ilce3sd thd exgsution of tae
annexed aining leasc and lhe said . £
being by se privately ex.mined SepLIato &Rd aparc Irom all sald rusbana,
toucking her voluntarly execuhion of the sauec, 4oti stale thal sioc simned
the sanc free and voluntarily, witacut fcar orx compulsien of hexr said
husuand, or of any other person, and that she doth still voluntarily
assent thereto. This L/ *day of , 1951.

14522;4¢42%64%F? e /ﬁzi;;;i;/

NORTH C.ROLINA, . COUNTY:

The foregolng certificate of
of v County 15 adjutged Lo he correct and
sufrIcTent. 1Let the ioscrument., with the certificate Dde registered.

Witness my hand and offiniel scel, this___ iay of ,19e8:

. —— ——— ——

(TeTs cuperict NOUTG

Mok o _
Filed for keglsizatlior as _ ofeloa N y L9580
and registered 11 Gue of.yoe o7 Beovtlas of Jelys vl T T T

oAy ws e o Wy RV T S VoY T






ASSIGMENT

I, @e), Ernest Crowder

the undersigned for and in consideration of One Dollar and other valuable

consideration, in hand received and hereby acknowledged, do hereby sell,

assign, transfer, quit-claim, and deliver unto

The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc.

all ny Gowzx) right title and interest, both legal and quitable, in and to

the following described property, chattles, or goods:

A lease dated the 21st day of May, 1951 granting to me the right to

mine a certain portion of the Bess Farm.

WITNESS my (ommx) hend(=x) and seal(®x) this 23rd day of May

1951.

| é?:”'<>1411é2 Cfe’t4?<4Anéiﬁa

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ) ,
- Co © 0 ss
COUNTY OF MITCHELL: )

On this day of s 1951, before me, the under-
signed Notary Public in and for the State of North Carolina, residing
therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared _

known to me to be the person(s) whoseiname(s) is (are) subscribed to the
within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he (they) executed the
same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto setmy lHand and affixed my official
seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove written.

Notary Public of said County and State

My commission expires






o Q@ it F

ASSIGMENT

I, (¥ed, Ernest Crowder

the undersigned for and in consideration of One Dollar and other valuable

congideration, in hand received and hereby acknowledged, do hereby sell,

assign, transfer, quit-claim, and deliver unto

The Besgs Gaston Mica Co., Inc.

all py (our) right title and interest, both legal and quitable, in and to

the following described property, chattles, or goods:

One Reo Truck 109 A - 42425, C 21 B - 55979, 2100, 24702914 Model 1948.

WITNESS my (gmx) hend(g) and seed (s) this 23rd day of May

1951.

& hrrnst (?Q@asqafﬁﬁézt

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
© 0 ss
COUNTY OF MITCHELL: )

On this day of » 1951, before me, the under-
signed Notary Public in and for the State of North Carolina, residing
therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared

known to me to be the person(s) whose name(s) is (are) subscribed to the
within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he (they) executed the
same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto setmy Hend and affixed my official
seal in the County of Mitchell, the day and year first hereinabove written.

Notary Public of said County and State

My commission expires
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GENERAL TEST DATA FOR MICA SPECIMENSL/

| NAME OF MINE OR PROSPECT: Big Bess mine2/

r .
LDistrict: Shelby-Hickory

| County and State: Gaston, North Carolina

"Type of material: 5, 6, 7

Color: Pinkish bluff

Proportion of material with mineral stain (to nearest 5 percent): Trace
Type of mineral stain: Rare specks and spots of magnetite and hematite
Remarks: Slightly clay-stained; local pale-green vegetable stain

Electrical Tests

Number of lots tested: 3

Total number of pieces tested: 775

Percent E-1: 100

Percent E-2: O

Percent E-3: O

30-mil stack (number of stacks in parentheses): E-1 (2)

Proportion of tested defects (to nearest 5 percent)
Material with conducting substances: 0
Material with cracks: Trace
[ Material with pinholes: 10

¥ K K X X X ¥ *

NAME OF MINE OR PROSPECT: Huskins mine3/

District: Shelby-Hickory

County and State: Gaston, North Carolina

Type of material: 5, 6, T '

Color: Pinkish buff, with tinges of pale yellowish green

Proportion of material with mineral stain (to nearest 5 percent): 25

Type of mineral stain: Scattered magnetite specks and hematite dendrite
specks and spots

Remarks: Clay-stained; rare light-brown bursts.

BElectrical Tests

Number of lots tested: 7T

Total number of pieces tested: 1,245

Percent E-1: .100

‘Percent E-2: O

Percent E-3: O

30-mil stack (number of stacks in parentheses): E-1 (5)

Proportion of tested defects (to nearest 5 percent)
Material with conducting substances: O
Material with cracks: O
Material with pinholes:. 5

* K X K X X ¥ *






-2o
NAME OF MINE OR PROSPECT: Self, E. R., (01d Neale) minel/

District: . Shelby-Hickory

County and State: Gaston, North Carolina

Type of material: 5, 6, T

Color: Pinkish buff

Proportlon of material with mineral stain (to nearest 5 percent): Trace

Type of mineral stain: Rare magnetite spots and hematite dendrite spots and

specks

Remarks: Clay-and iron-stained; rare brown bursts; sparse light-brown

mottling '

Electrical Tests

Number of lots tested: 5

Total number of pieces tested: 383

Percent E-1: 100 :

Percent E-2: O

Percent E-3: 0

30-mil stack (number of stacks in parentheses): E-1 (&)

Proportion of tested defects (to nearest 5 percent)
Material with conducting substances: 0
Material with cracks: O
Material with pinholes: O

XX K K KK XX

1/ PHYSTICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMERCIAL SHEET MUSCOVITE IN THE
SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES - Geologlcal Survey Proffessional Paper 225

2/ Table 10. Page 52.
3/ Table 10. Page T1.

4/ Table 10. Page 87.






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY = | B
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

¥y desr . snater Hoeyt

1 am ;lessed %0 reyort te you that the Delemse Minerals
sdwindisiration of this _epsriment hae ressatly entered inte a
contrGt willi ress Gaston Kies Cumpeny, IRe., sperating im your
zinte Por the ey lerstion of peesible sourses of miea,

" The gordrset crovides that the Covernment will partiei-
pata in the ox; onse of 'his work up to 908 of the cont zmn

Tais type of assistunce is jreviced 1'09 der ‘*«un 303
¢f the .ef=nas ‘rouetion .et. _

The iefense * inerals ;dministriiion will be glod to fupe
- nish you apy further details you may desire regarding the wstter.

J*i.ncﬁli yw;,

g"cm'nt,aryf of the Interior
N . ) _ xm.'c.lym Ne towy |

Unitew HLalos enate FLKnoun/ e@}. :

| saehire e o , uritten 7/25/51 '

Anehirg ton 2”7 . - : cc to: Messrs. Secy's. hoading Pile _
' . Admr's. Reading FPile
_ y | | din
 same letter also seut to o - gittar;iosz lw:i

. tenator #illis :mith and A eports & %soord

Congressman “oodrow ¥. Jones

FLKnouse






UNITED STATES - - oL %/ f@@a
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR >
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION e
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Room 13, Post Office Building ..
Knoxville 01, Tennessee S A

July 26, 1951 -

Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Director
Production Expansion Division

Defense Minerals Administration

United States Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Re: Docket No. DMA-1391X - Idm-E70
Bess Gaston Mica Company, Inc.
Exploration Contract

Dear Mr. Mittendorf:

This will acknowledge receipt, on this dﬁte, of one signed
and approved copy of Exploration Contract No. DMA-1391-X - Idm-E70,
Bess Gaston Mica Company, Inc., c¢/o Fletcher O. Phillips, Spruce

Pine, North Carolina.

Sincerely,

Rt Nl

Robert A. Laurence
Executive Officer
Field Team, Region VII
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«‘ FILE COPY
\ ! —=="""SURNAME:
\ :

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR A

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Hr. Frank McAtee, Jr.
Contract Services Seation
General Accounting Office
4th Floor « New GAQ Building
Washington 25, D. C.

Re: Docket No, DMA~1391-X -
: Bess Gaston Mica Company, Inc.
Exploration Project Contract

- No, Idu-E70 : Q/_

Dear Mr, McAtes: Q. &

Inclosed for recording in your office is the original
of an executed ixploration Project Contract between the Operator
md in the above reference and the Government of the United
vLalLes,

Sincerely yours,

C.0. Mittengore

C. 0. Mittendorf, Diractor
Production Expansion Division

FlKnouse/ecl

cc. to: Admr's. Reading File™ .
Messrs, Mittendorf - Olund

‘Reports & Records—

‘Barr

Norton ' )

R. Laurence, Reg. VII (2) .
Knouse .

"FILES="






‘ FILE_COPY
’ SURNAME:
UNITED STATES ,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 19, 195%
AIR MAIL

Mr, Robert Laurence
Executive Officer
Region VII

Room 14

Post Office Building
Knoxville, Tennessee

Ret Docket No., DMA-1391-X.— IdmeE70
Bess Gaston Mica Company, Ine.
Bxploration Contract

Dear Mr. Laurence: .

We are enclosing one signed and approved copy of Ex~
ploration Contraect No, DMA~1391-X ~ Idw-B70, Bess Gaston Mica
Company, Ine., ¢/o Fleteher O. Phillips, Spruce Pine, North Carolins,
A copy of this centract will be forwarded to the Region Finance
Officer by the Washingten Finunco Officer together with their ae-
counting instructions,

Si!icere]y yox;rs ,
; C. 0. Mittendorf

C. O. Mittendorf, Directer
Production Expansion Division

(' - . FIKnouse/ecl

cc to: Admr's, Reading File-~ .
' Messrs. Mittendorf - Olund
Reports.& Records -
-Barr~
Norton-
Miss Terry
Knouse S
FILES=






: ~ ' : FILE COPY
.-~ SURNAME:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C..

- Bess Gaston Mica Company, Inc,
- o/o Fletcher 0, Phillips
Spruce Pine, North Carolina

Re: Docket No, DMA-1391-X « Idm-E70
Bess Gaston Mica Sompany, Ine.
Exploration Contract

Gentluﬁna

We are enclosing one signed and approved copy of ixe
ploration Contract No. IMA-1391-X « Idm~E70 together with five
copies of Form MF-104 menthly reports and one copy of Int. 3337
"Questions and Answers on the Mineral Exploration Program.®
Four copies of Form MP-10L are to be completed monthly and trans-
mitted to the office of the Executive Director, Region VII, Room
14, Post Office Building, Knoxville, Tennessee. Additional eopies
of Form MF~104k may be obtained from the office of Region VII.

In accordance with Article 4 of your contract the cone
tract to do the diamend drilling as outlined in this contract is
subject to the approval of the Goverrment Field ingineers.

Sincerely yours,

C. 0. Mittendorf

C. 0. Hittendorf, Direetor
Production Expansion Division

FLKnouse/ecl

cc to: Admr's. Reading File
Messrs, Mittendorf - Olund
: Reports & Records
Barr - -

~ Norton ~
" . Re. Laurence, Reg. VII
Knouse  _
FILES—:
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. . ' FILE COPY

‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ; SURNAME :
, UNITED STATES o )
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR '
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
July 1T, 3551 |
0 I
Hemorandun G ity [
To: Chief, Pro:ztion Fxpansion Division
froms {eaeral Tounscl

Sukiects Bess Caston ddca f‘ompaqy, Inc., exploration contract ==
Docket No, THA-I39L-X"

This office has reviewed the proposed eontract in the
above case nf Pinds it to be 1n subigfactory form for execution
ead datiag.

Your file in this case is rzeturued.
“yodfhunét

s Lo s0iflund
“Genaral TomnsEL

Attachment
CJKoontz/ema 5
Copy to: L. F. Strobel :
C. J. Koontz . :
J. L. Hofflund | » S G- .
Chron. ‘ : ‘ -
-Files - ‘ . _ S
N
J ) S
| )
1 A






UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Room 13, Post Office Building
Knoxville 01, Tennessee

July 16, 1951

Memorandum i CERPRETEIERT ©F ThE IEaide
© Befersa [Ginorals Admamisialion
Tos Mr. Tom Lyon REGTVED

Chairmen, Coordinating Committee
Defense ﬂﬂinerals Administration

" Froms DMA Field Team, Region VII
Subjects DMA-1391X, Bess Gaston Mica Co., Ince

On July 6 we sent you by Registered Mail four
dockets, one of which was DMA=1391X, Bess Gaston lMica Co., Ince
Under exhibit "A"™ in thet docket we neglected to put funds re=-
quired for the work. We are inclosing a revised copy of
exhibit "A", kindly destroy the original exhibit and replace

with the one enclosed,

Rbeah e

Robert A. Laurence
U. S. Geological Survey

[()”WQ

Wm. A. Beck for V. J. Lynch
Ues S. Bureau of Mines
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CEPARTRERT OF TiE in aeiar
Defense Minora's Agminisi 2lsn
RECENVER

JFA’L 161951

- Bxhibit ®"A® DMA=~1391X
BEL

': ‘:3,-“1;‘;
‘I'he/Bess Gaston Mica Coe., Ince

¢/o Fletcher Os Phillips
Spruce Pine, North 8arolina

B RG]

L
L
euralyry

Location of Mine, Bess Farm, Gaston County, N.C.
It is proposed to diamond drill 8=NX .holes to depth of from
50 to 180 feet to determine the western and northern extensions of the
pegﬂatité and to see whether it extendé to depfh. It is estimated
t!}at this work can be completed in -6-weeks afiter drilling is started.

A1l holes will be ver’clcal W1th the exception of No.3 and No. 4
- Which will be at an engle of 60°. Hole No. 3 will be’ at practically A

E v the same locatlon as old U. S. B. M. drill hole No. 11 which was a

vertical hole. Drilling will be by contract. Locations of the drill

holes are shown on the accompanying map.

Funds required for this work are as follows:

850-feet of diamond drilling et $6447 per £0Ot eeseesesss$5500,

. Totel cbst.of_'projéc‘b o $55004






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 27, 1951

Memorandum
To: Mr. James A. Barr, Sr.
From: Mr. A. B. Parons

Subject:s Docket DMA-1391X; Mica
The Bess Gaston Mica co.,Inc.
¢/o Fletcher O. Phillips
Spruce Pine, North Carolina

The prospective available supply of Mica
is far short of meeting defense requirements. ©Ton-
sequently, it is highly desirable that explorations
for new domestic deposits be stimulated by any re-
asonable Government assistance to private interests.
Any exploration project that holds promise of find-
ing significant new reserves, merits consideration
by the Defense Minerals Administration.

A B Farnsomad—,
A.B. Parsons dTZirg
Assistant Di or

Supply Divisi
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MAYLAND MOTOR (0MDANY remone »

PONTIAC CARS INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS FARMALL TRACTORS % POWER UNITS  FARM MACHINERY %  ACCESSORIES

SPRUCE DINE, NORTH CAROLINA

June 26, 1951

Mr. Fletcher 0. Phillips, President
The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. ’ Re: DMA 1391 X
Spruce Pine, North Carclina
Dear Mr. Phillips:
This is to confirm our conversation to the effect that this company

will diamond core drill the property your are exploring at a cost to you

not exceeding $4.76 per foot of depth.

Mayland Motor Company

B4 Gl

EoAcEllis ,,MQSQ
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UEITED STLIZS
DEPARTIEITE OF THE INTERIOR
OSCLR L. CHARALY, SECRETARE

DEFs’SE WINERALS AUMIHISTRATIOH

REPCRT OV ENMANINATICK BY FIRLD ThAK, REGION VIL

Eropeiwe nerien

e o S -

TMh=139k=X, Bess=Gaston Mice Compaiy, Caston County,
Nl e Horth Carolinz

U, S. Geolog Lcal Survey

w - A . L/ec}{
. a Veroe
J. Se Purcav of Hivcs

June 23, 1951






Begs~Gaston liica Corparny

17 5. Beas farm, Gaston County M. C.
s

DiA=1391=X

The nica rine on the M. S Bess farm, along the east side of the
Kings iountain=Cherryville highwey ard 3.5 miles Se 32° Es of Cherryville,
was opened as the Jasper Glenn Mine about 1897, It was worked gbove
webter level before 1900 by H.M. Carpenter, of Kings lMounteine ALt least
three inclines were driven down the dip of the dike from its outcrop and
drifts and swsll rooms were opened laterally from theme. The woridngs
were exte'nded to 27 feet depth during World iar I by neans of shefts. Ale
though much mica was obtained from the old workings the operations were
stopped because of the strong flow of water and the weak, caving ground.

In Novenber 1943, 7. B. Hendricks and H. L. Kennedy, road contractobs,
sank o sheft and drove soveral tens of feet of drilbs from it. Larly ik
194 they opened a c¢ub, which had reached o diameter of about 250 feet
by the fail of 194S. Eerly in 1945 the cut rcached a depth of 70 foob and,
bessuse of the herdness of the overburden and the steep dip of ths pezanilite
gike at thet point, stripping wes discountinued end seversl Grilts erd
inelines wevre ¢riven from the north cnd of the eut. When lost exsmined
the wrkings had reached o depth of more than $0 feet. They 2ve reporied
%o heve ended at about 100 feet, A1l the openings heve been re-filleds

The country vock is a guartzese muscovite=blotite schist tish cone
tains & erall amount of cillimenites It has been weathored rather
theroushly to a depth of 70 fcet or wore, bub stood well in nearly

vertical walls in tha:{@ld open cubs






‘ .

The e gnatite dike trends neerly easte Its general cip is gentle
oné to the north, but local reversals oceur. The dip is steep at the
upper, or southern side of the cub and at the lower, or northern side. The
dip in the middle part of thﬁbpening wes very gentle, In most places the
diké is thinner than 10 feet, and the steeply dipping pafts are hhicke;jgée
gentiy dipping perts. The maximum thiclknsss, near the north end of the cut,
is about 30 feet., Several rolls in both the hanging wall and the foob well
were o wide es 12 feet ard as high es 8 feet, They plunge very gently to
the east or wests The plunge of the m2in mica shoot that wes mined in the
open cut as well as in the older workings was to %the north, down the d&ip
of the dike smd normsl to the rolls im the corloste Im the latter respeclts
it differs from shoots in the Spruce Pire district, which nearly everwhere
plunge perallel to the rolls and reseables séme deposits in the Black
Hills, which plunge normal to rolls.

Cne thin, conbinuous dike of pegmatite contaiming snall books of
muscovite was encountered in mosv of the morthern hel £ of the open cube
It probably is the dike encounbered at 60 to 70 feet depth in the U. Se
Bureau of Minss dismond drill holes. A4 less contiruous dilke, 10 o 15
feet higher than it wes also found in both the open cub and the diamond
drill holese Locally these contained books of mica large cnough to yield
sheet,

The pegmatite is composed of oligoclase, perthite, guartz, wuscovite,
and traces of biotite, beryl, apatite, garmet, md tourmaline., The upper
steeply dipping pert of the dile is poerly zoned, and consists of plaglio=
clese, perthite, quarts, miscovite, and hiotite. The mica books cxre
m@éerétely smell. The middle, gently dipping part of the dike is well

soned with a wall zone of plagioclase, quartz, muscovite, and & core of

- 7 -





perthite, guerte, and quariz. ’i‘hé lower stéeply dinping part of the dile
contains a rassive quarts core and a plegicclase, perthite, quartsz,

and muscovite wall zone, The border zone contains apatiie in the lower
pert of the dilke, which is\the only pert that was sufficiently herd to
retair fresh plagioclase,

iuseovite is very abundant in the henging wall soue, where it may
constitute 25 percent. or m@rzf" the_pegma,ti‘be.- It is mmuch less abundent
near the footwall. HMHost books are lmrge; those 1’”2. inches in diameter are
common and a few ere 24 feet lorg., The heaviest book recovered during
Yorld War IT weighed 78 pounds, The mica is ruby colors Host books are
free-splitting, flat, and hards "A" structure is rare, d though some bo@ks
ere faintly resved near their margins. Some books are ruled and mauy are
clay=-steined, The clay stains mduced‘ihe recovery of sheet miczfrom the
rine run to 2 percent or lower in most of the cubt bubt were umimportant
below & depth of about 75 feel, end the sheet recovery may heve reached
10 peroent. Aboub 1/3 of the mica is No. 1 guelity end probably €0
perceﬁ*t; or more of the trimied sheet sold during World War II was g x 2
inches and lerger, The largest reserves of mica in the sumner of 1945
appeared %o be below and vest of the workings at 90 feet depth, although
much smollesized mica probably rewains west of the old noen cub.

In vicw of the lerge production -- over £150,000 of this mine during
World Yar II, znd the high quality of the mica it seems very desirable to
prove delinitely that the dike either ends near the old workings ox
persists beyond the northwestern par® of the open cubt, Diamond drill

holes can serve very well to determine the continuity of the dike, ‘but






will give little information on the size snd quality of the mica books,

In view of the lmowm @istributicn of the coarse mica books one riight
reasonably conclude that any pegmatite found in the area to be explered

by drill holes 1 to 5 that could be correlated with the main dike,will
contain large mica books from waich high guality sheet could be cbtaineds
Those holes, supplimernting the holes alreadﬁ drilled by the U. S. Bureaun
of Mines, would definitely check the possible northerly and northwesterly
extensions of the main dike. Hole 6 to 8 will similérly check the possible
westerly extension of the dike. |

' The cstimsted expenses of drilling the M. S. Bess deposit are given
in exhibit An,






Exhioit "4 TEA=1392X
The Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc.,
¢/o Fletcher O, Phillips
Spruce Pine, Norith Carolina

Location of Mine, Bess Ferm Gaston Couxty, NeCo

It is proposed to diamond cxrill 81X holes to depths of from
50 to 18C feet to determine the western and northern extensions of the
pegmatite and to sec whether it extends to depthe It is estimated

that this work can be completed in 6 weeks after dkilling is started.

211 holes will be vertical with the exception of No. 3 and No. b

which will bé at an angle of - 60°, Hole Mo, 3 will b 2t practically
+he seme location as old U. S. B. M. drill hole HNos 11 which was &

vertical hole. Drilling will te by contrect. Locations of the rill

holes are shown on the accompanying mape





Lxhibit "BY TA=13911
Thie Bess Gaston Hica Cos Inca,

¢/o Fletcher C. Phillips
Spruce Pine, North Carolina

Vo additional Taellitice, buildings or fixtures zre to Te

prrchased, installed or evectod,





LIPS M . I

Zxhibit "CH Di=1391X

The Bess Gaston Mica Co. Inc.,

Below is a list of operating ecuipment to be rented
by the operator for use on the project:

3 jeep 2% $6 per day for 30 days 3160400

The above jeep is owned by the operator and will ve rented to

the projecte






Exthibit “D" TilA=1393X

The Bess Jaston Mice Co. Ince

Below is am itemized schedule of '. labor by numbers and classes
snd of supervisors by nwibers and positions, with 1 sclmvn vages and
salaries that may be paid to each a@ an alloﬁable cost of the vroject:

1 sampler= 6 woeks @ (60 per week 53604

1 superintendent 1/2 time @ 5100 per week 300,

The superintendent will deveote his time between projects

Dmna=-1391X, Bess iinec; D¥A=1308L, Huskins Mine; and DiiA-1389K, Sclf Hins,






Exthibit Mo DliA=139)-X

The Bess Gaston iilca Co. Inc.,

There ere no exdsting facilities, buvildings, installabions
or fixturecs on the property and no rehebilitation or repairs will

be nccessary.
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C. BRASWELL COLLINS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
THE ARLINGTON BUILDING
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N. W.
WASHINGTON 5, D. C.

NATIONAL 7808

June 14, 1951 6\\ J
|10}
\ .

Mr. James A. Barr, Sr.
Chief, Industrial. Minerals"
Branch, DMA
Department of Interior
Washington 25, D. C.
RE: Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc.
Attention Mr. Wasky:
Please remove the answer called for in Form MF 103 from all
four copies of the Bess Gaston Mica Co., Inc. and insert the
enclosed pages as amendments therefor.

It is respectfully requested that all communications concern-
ing this application be addressed to this office.

Sincerely yours,
C. Braswell Collins
CBC:EBN

Enclosure
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Answer‘to question 4 - DMA—1391X

The Geological Survey mapped and described the Bess Mine in
detail during the last World War. The geology of the mine is fairly
well known. The mine was a good mica producer according to the records.

About the only part of the applicant's project that could be
interpreted as exploration would be the confirmation that the pgmatite
and mica zones extend down-dip. -This could be established at less
cost by diamond drilling. Since the pgmatite has a relatlvely eﬂ%}g‘,gypi‘f&;
dip, probably 800 feet of drilling, costing one tenth as much wolld
sufficiently outline the deposit and determine if further development

work would be desired,

The only disadvantage of the diamond drilling is that if the
deposit proves sufficiently large then it would take some time to
complete the development work.

The field team should supervise the diamond drllllng locations,

'?feéaéiy The 7@6/07 Fec om shovld visit

Prioy 7i, 5?6»« mj of Zhy ewlam‘hm funds

J. A. Redden
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Docket DMA-1391X

EXHIBIT "A"

Work will consist of diamond drilling by
contract 8 holes totaling approximately 850;
core NX. ILocation of holes to beywnutually
agreeable to the Operator and Field Team member.
Core handling, testing etc. to be done by Op-
erator.






Docket DMA-1391X

EXHIBIT "B"

Core house (shelters, tool house) $  200.00

EXHIBIT "C® »

Contract 850' NX drilling @ $5 $ L250.00

Core boxes, shipping etc. 100.00

Truck rental by Operator

10 days @ 1k 140.00

EXHIBIT "D

1 engineer- Superintendent

part time %20 % 300.00

1 truck driver days--10 @ $10 120.00

1 laborer 10 days @ $10 : 100.00

Payroll taxes 50.00

Contingencies 250.00
Total $ 5,500.00

EXHIBIT "“E"

Not Applicable

Note: Operator should be allowed some latitude
in distribution of expense items as long as toal is
not exceeded.






June 27, 1951

Docket DMA-1391X

RECOMMENDATION

That an Exploration Aid Contract be granted
in the amount of $Y5,500, Government Participation -
90% in accordance with attached exhibits.
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