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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 4, Washington 


Air Mail	 April 14, 1958 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman1 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D.' C.


Re: New Application (Antimony-copper-Lead-
Zinc -Uraninite -Cobalt 


Alberta K. Romerio 
Hope & Bullion Mine 
Jefferson County, Montana 


Dear. Mr. Selfridge: 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of an application 
for DMEA aid to explore for copper, lead, zinc, urarium, cobalt, and 
antimony in the Hope and Bullion Mine, Jefferson County, Montana. 


This property was the subject of Contract Idm-E220, 
Docket No. DNEA-326, which was between this applicant and DMEA. 
Although the application is poorly prepared and rather vague 
presumably it is a request for reinstatement of the old contract. 


The Field Team final report on Contract Idm-E220 states in 
the summary "The contract was terminated August 11, 1953, by agreement, 
after commencement but before completion of the work because of 
operator's gross incometence, failure to prosecute the work diligently, 
and financial inability to provide her share of the project cost.---
Failure of thoperator to complete work does not in any way detract 
from the geologic possibilities of the property." The same report 
states under Recommendations "The property merits further exploration; 
however, Government participation in this exploration is not recom-
mended as longas the present lessee controls the property." 


From the letter to the Executive Officer, which accompanies 
the application, it appears that $6,400 represents the labor of four 
men, contributed freely to the contract work, that $1,300 represents 
free secretarial work, and that $212 represents an expected tax 
refund, source not given. Thus, it appears that the applicant has 
available only $6,335--not .$l14,2147 as sh indicates--and probably a 
goodly portion of these funds will be required to rehabilitate the 
shaf and equipment, especially if they have been idle since 1953-







.	 . 


From the application it is obvious that Mrs. Romerio does 
not have adequate funds to complete even the shaft sinking, and 
furthermore there is nothing in the way the application is 
prepared to indicate that the has acquired the ability to carry on 
the work any more competently or diligently than she did before. 


We therefore recommend that the application be denied. 


By Field Team, Region I 


c1LiLLJ 
A. E. Weissenborn, Exec. Officer



U. S. Geological Survey 


c 
Wing G. Agnew, Member 


7	 U. S. Bureau of Mines 
Enclosures 


c: USBM (2) 
Prinz


2
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DEP	
UNITED STATES	 et Bur414  


Revised Oct. 1957
TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 	


•0'al X 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN EXPLORATION PR


o. 42f


'	 . 


ECT" 11 
PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AM 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address as i1ad, 
on contract if one is executed)	 Docket Number 


1958 Late Received 


US.G.S. 
OKANE. WASH, e1 c:y	


.i //ie 2 


>777'
Division Code 


APR 1


Government 
Participation % 


APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK 


4./cjrJ 


L. 
:670 0 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION

(Check one) 


Individual 
Corporation 
Partnership 
Other (Specify) 
I½'/y .p/'ie74 


State in which firm is 
organized


LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
Name	 Address	 Title 


-/6e	 - 


,rl757 	4e	
&r. 7229A 


a ,2d :7Z?J'	 Q 
6' •7 IiJf3 


1ineral(s) for which you wish to explore LOCATION OF PROPERTY 


	


/'p/ %:1;	 Name	 County	 State 


	


timated Cost of Project 	 -
/ $	


e	 eJ;1 a 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


	


Bfore filling out this application, please read DMEA Order—I,	 sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 


	


Revised, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects." 	 of the property location and boundaries in item 1, existing 


	


To assure prompt action, your application must provide all 	 mine workings and geology in item 2, and the proposed 


	


applicable material and information specified on the back of	 exploration project in item 4. When this information is not 


	


this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and 	 too complex, all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. 


	


delays by submitting complete and accurate information. 	 All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 


	


Please submit four copies of this application and all ac-	 this application, except those in item 2(g) which you mark to 


	


companyin4 papers except as otherwise noted. Place your 	 be returned, become the property of the Government and will 


	


name and address on each sheet. Each item of information, 	 not be returned to the applicant. Send true copies, not 


	


maps, and reports required as a part of this application is 	 originals, of leases, contracts, and other documents which 


	


described on the back of this form. Identify each attached 	 are an essential part of your business records. File this 


	


statement by the item number to which it applies. If an item 	 application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-


	


does not apply to your application, show the item number on	 tration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., 


	


your statement and after it write "not applicable." Maps or 	 or with the nearest DMEA Field Office. 


CERTIFICATION 
The	 undersigned,	 whether	 as	 an	 individual, corporate	 mation	 set	 forth	 in	 this	 form	 and	 accompanying	 papers 
officer,	 partner,	 or	 otherwise,	 both	 in	 his	 own	 behalf	 is	 correct	 and complete,	 to	 the best	 of his	 knowledge• 
and	 acting	 for	 the	 applicant,	 certifies	 that the	 infor-	 and belief. 


Dated BY (Signature) 


TitI


A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense. 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


liltIIIEA Form 7 
(126)


a. 


Mrs. Alberta K. Roaerio 
Hope & Bullion Mine 
Box 1421 
Boulders, Montana


Rot Docket No. DbiA.4978 (LeadZinc.. 
Coppentiioxij.UraniniteCoba1t) 


Alberta K. Rorio 
Hope & Bullion i4ine 
Jefferson County, )bntans 


Dear Mr. Romsrio: 


I. have your letter of ?y 260 1958, and have reviewed it 
with some care.	 0 


I rnu5t point out that you are reinstituting your work on 
generally the same basis as previously* using unskilled mine labor 
and with inadequate financial. resources. )tLning work in general, 
and most paxticular)y shaft sinking in heavy ground, requires the 
services of thoroughly ezperienced miners. When attempted by others 
such work can be very dangerous and I definitely would not be in.. 
dined to coamit the Government to participate in such an undertaking. 


Sincerely yours, 


0. Mittendort 


Administrator 


RGriswold/er 6/5/58 
Copy to: Docket 
Admr R File 
Op. Conimithae 
Mr. Bishop ,, USI3M 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, USGS 
Region X (2) 
Chron.


8623 







OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


I Date I Surname	 I Code I 


June 5, 1958 


)moranduu 


To:	 The Wiinieti'ator 


Front	 Director, Division of Base }Ietals 


Subject:. Docket No. DKiA.14978, Alberta K. Roerio, Hope and 
Bullion fline, Jefferson County, )4ontana, Lead.-Zinc 
Coppentiony.Uraninite-Cobalt. 


This is most pathetic, the good 1a4 insists upon 
keeping herself broke by trying to sink a shaft in bad grouz, 
using inexperienced relatives. They will. probably eventually 
succed in getting themselves cued in and killed - shaft sink-
ing, when the ground is bad, is dangerous enough, even for 
skilled rniners. What * sct.up, almost no money, patched up, 
haywire equipment, and unemployed boy friends for labor. The 


•	 attached letter is rather strong, but its only the simple trtith. 


•	
BG GWo1 


W. . Griswold 


WRG/er 
Docket 
Chron.


0623
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q/i APR 1B 


We. Albrt* K. Rrnerio 
4821 Lee Street 
Torrance, California 


tMF.A Form 7 
(126)


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


lirYrl	 -'i', 


1̂ 1 J_ ^01


lot


I


Re: Docket No. D14?A6.4978 (Lead..Zinc.ui 
CoppezAntiiziiUranintewCobalt) 


Alberta K, Rorio 
Hope & BuUton line. 
Jefferson. County, Montana 


Dear Ws, Roa.rio: 


• Your application for additional -financial aid. to resum 
explorata.on of the aboive.meaptioned property has been reviewed to.. 
gether vith ether data available, to this Ld*i.ni.stration. 


As you will recall, the (3overnnt entered into' an explo.. 
ration contract with you under Dl€A326 (Contract No. 1de4220) on 
December 3, 1951, to perform essentia14 the sane work proposed under 
your new application, Also, Contract ldI20 was terzriated on 
August 11, 1953, at the instigation of the Government because of 
your inability to perform the approved work as required by the terms 
Of the Contract, 


A careful analysis of your new proposal gives little 
uaurancs that further wrk would be prosecuted to the satisfaction 
of the Governient and, therefore, it is i*pzobable that siguificant 
ore reserves would be diselosed as a result of aW funds expended. 


We regret to inform you that, under these circumstances, 
further Governient assistance is not justified *nd that your appli. 
cation is therefore denied* 


wRGriswold/er b/114 & 17/58	
•.


 Sincerely yours, 
Copy to: D.cket -'	 • 	 •• 


AdmrRFile.	 .	 '	 • 	 "• 	 ,. 	 - 


Op. Cormnittee.  
Mr. Bishop', USBN	 • 	 • 	


. 	 \ 


• Mr. Kills gaard, USGS	 A dui niatrtor 
Region I (2)	


• .:	 • 	 • 


•	 Chron,.
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//' 
*s. Albarta I,. Ro.erio 
14821 Lee Street	 /7 


Torrance, California


Ee: Docke/ No. flM14978 (Lead.Zinoi. 
CoperntUrainit.uCob&it) 


Al1*ta K. Ioaerio 
ae&$uUi on, Mine 


•	 rferaon County, *ntafla-


l)ear W.  Roirioi	
S 	 7 


your application fozàd for an exploration project and 
other data &vailable to us in i4ashington concerning your application 
have been reviewed. 


Projects approved by the Defense 1nerals Exploration 
Ainstration suet, in Pis jnt, show deliiuts prontse of 
yielding materials of ao(eptable grade, in quantities that will 
significantly irovs %te mineral suppr position for the National 
Defense Progz'*s. 


Careful stdy of all our information, indicates to us 
that the probability of disclosing stgnifieant ore reserves 
yQur. pro.e'* preg?.. is not sufficiently promising to Juatiiy 
(overnnt participation * We regret to advise you, under tbee 
circusetances, that your application for exploration assistance 
• is, denie4 bth pr.i.* to the--pre.$y. 


We idsh to thank you for your interest in the Defense 
Mineral Progra* and for bringing your property to our attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


RGriswo]'er 4/14/58	 Administrator 
Copy to: Docket	 • 


Adznr R File 
Op., Committee 
Mr. Bishop, USBN 
Mr, Kiilsgaard, USGS 
Region I (2) 


• Chron.


8623







Draft - 4/16/58 
COMittendorf/esf


Re: Docket No. DMEA-4978 


Dear Mrs. Romerio: 


Your application for additional financial aid to resume ex- 	 - 


ploration of the above-captioned property has been reviewed together,P 


with other data available to this Administration. 


As you will recall, the Government entered into an exploration 


contract with you under DM-326 (Contract No. Idm-E220) on December 3, 191, 


to perform essentially the same work proposed under your new application. 


Also, Contract Idm-E220 was terminated on August 11, 1953, at the instiga-


tion of the Government because of your inability to performthe 


approved eacLi 


A careful analysis of your new proposal gives little assurance 


that awp further work would be prosecuted to the satisfaction of the 


Government and, therefore, it is improbable that aW significant ore re-


serves would be disclosed a	 .	 t	 :L 


We regret to$	 'You that, underthese circumstances, 


further Government assitance is not justified and that your application 


is denied. 
I'


-	 Sincerely yours, 


Administrator
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April 14, 1958 


Memorandum for the Docket 


From:	 Director, Division of Base Metals 


Subject: Justification for Denial of the Application, 
Docket No. D?E1978, Alberta K. Romorio, 
Hope and Bullion Nine, Jefferson County, 
Montana., Le ad-ZIncCopper .-Antimony-Uraflinite-
Cobalt. 


The Applicant, Mrs. Alberta K. Romerio, formerly had a 
contract with DMEA. (DNEL. 326) which was terminated in 1953. 


The project was a veritable nightmare to everybody con-
cerned; the Operator, the Field Team and us here in Washington. 
The poor lady, with not the faintest idea of mine operation, using 
inexperienced relatives for labpr, with very limited funds, was 
trying to sink a shaft through soft, caving ground. The result 
was inevitable, lots of money wasted and nothing accomplished; 
accompanied by resentment and recriminations on the part of the 
Operator toward the Government. 


We would indeed be ultra-stupid if we again let the 
Government get involved in such a hopeless situation. 


W. R. Griswold 


WRG/er 
Copy to: Docket 


Admr R File 
Chron.


9623
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TED STATES 


T OF THE INTERIOR 


U OF MINES 


SHINGTON 25, D. C.


April 10, 1958 


Re: DA 326X; Lead-Zinc-

Copper-Antimony 


Alberta K. Roierio 
Hope & Bullion '4ine 
Jefferson County, Mont. 


To:	 W. R. Griswold, 


From:	 0. N. Bishop, USB 


Subject: Zew application dated April 7, 1958 apparently requesting 
renegotiation of contract IdmE220 that was terminated 
August U, 1953 


Alberta K. Romerio, through a letter addressed to 
Mr. Selfridge dated April L, 1958, implies she now is financially 
capable of executing the authorized work program and ;Wishes reinstate-
ment of the subject contract. 


The Field Teee final report of August 11, 1953 note that, 
although geologic factors appear "favorable, the applicant's lack of 
financial responsibility and unskillful, indolent workhabite dictated 
termination of the contract. 1 believe these criticisms are the 
dominant factors to be considered. I aee with the Field Team's 
views as expressed in the letter transmitting the new application 
there is nothing to indicate Alberta Romsrio is more competent today 
than at the time the contract was terminated. I, therefore,' rscoend 
denial without prejudice to the property. 


L2, >?,--2. 
L Bishop


 
cc: Division of Minerals 



Mr. Kiilsgaard 
Mr. Lamb 
Mr. Callaway 
FILES







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


PR 1L 1958 4NITED STATES 


-8TT ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
7T OLOGICAL SURVEY 


ILI- 4^.) L
t fASH INGTON 25, D. C. 


April 10, 1958 
•	 Re: DMEAL1.978 


	


II______	 Alberta K. Romerio 
Hope & Bullion Mine 


=1	 -==•	 Jefferson County, Montana 
$28,000 - Copper-lead-zinc etc. 


W. H. Griswold., Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
•	 V From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application. 


The applicant requests assistance in continuing exploration 
of a " ....strongly altered and sheared vein zone poorly and discontinuously 
exposed for about 150 feet. It appears to be up to 10 feet wide, dips 
steeply and consists of altered quartz monzonite laced by gouge strands 
and containing discontinuous sulfide-bearing quartz lenses. The vein is 
unquestionably on the strike of the Comet-Gray Eagle vein system and the 
proposed exploration would be about 15Q0 feet east of the easternmost 
Comet ore shoots. . .. .' Letter, Acting Executive Officer, Region II, to 
Chairman, Coordinating Committee, August 3, 1951. 


A contract, DMEA 326 Idm-E220, awarded December 3, 1951, 
authorized the expenditure of $21 .,200 on: Stage I shaft rehabilitation,. 
sinking 100 feet and crosscutting 50 feet: Stage II 250 feet of drifting. 


Only 38 " of shaft work was completed. The total cost, including 
preparatory work and shaft rehabilitation, was $8,725.04. The contract 
was tenninated by mutual agreement August 11, 1953. Nothing had..been 
added to the geologic knowledge of the property and it continues, apparently, 
to be a good geologic bet. 


But the lease ownership and management have not changed and the 
same financial embarassment continues. Experience has shown the shaft 
work is much more expensive than estimated in 1951. The applicant has 
upped the estimated cost per foot from, perhaps, $125.00 to $325-$375, 
but she expects the ore that may be found will pay for the drifting. 


¶Eb clean up the shaft and sink 62 feet at, say, $250.00 foot 
would cost upwards of $20,000. If, as before, the applicant's family 
(2 sons, husband and daughter) help an& they have the reserve cash claimed., 
$3,335.00, they might pull through.







.	 . 


If the applicant can show conclusively she has the cash 
and time of five or six, now 5 years older, people on call, it 
appears- she is entitled to a new contract. 


I recommend that further investigation by the Field Team 
be requested.


N. E. Nelson







•1
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
April 8, 1958 


1 


. 1brta t. R&rio 
1821 Let Street 
Torrance, Ca1fforn& 


LSubject: VM -L970 


Dear t!ra. Roiez'io:	 S 


Your application for: exploration assistance, dated. 


aro 30o.195.e	 submitted to our office at Spokane, 7aehingtin 


has be en assigned DOcket Number	 4976 and referred to the 


)iViGiOfl. of Base ietala	 in the Washington office. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application bythisDocket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division - 


Copy to:
Rcion I.
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Omit, 157
	 oward Street	 c:— 1c 0 1 	 lWasungton .


&irc h 17, Saw 


, Alberta X.	 oerio 
4621 Lue Street	 i 
orranc, Calitorta 


Dour Mrs. 1oier1ø; 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter oD• Marth U, 
•	 1958,


 
requesting a =4 A controot for ait In exp1oran 	 the 110pe 


•
	


Bullion vraae for	 rsflurn.. 


AS Mi'. Thor 1. Kii1ct aar41 mentioned, in i4 . 'letter of 
r. 5, 1954 1 your c*tract wa	 t&rEoLnated by	 tua1 agreerit •	 øo that before a proposal for Lore iior	 au be	 dei'e1, it :• 


will be n	 ósa'y tor.you to subiJt anew application.. This•. •	 al1catjozshou34 describe, in detail, the work	 cz	 ..:opoe 
to io, the estLuted. costa 'of t.-*poject, and aj new wz'hinc 
conplete.t eince trtrinat.on ot your prior cofltract, with per •. 
thieiit	 ps and assays.'	 •	 -	 •	 .'. 


I a	 enc1oi DM1ft Ordr 1, EeVied, 	 Qtone and 
swers bookict, and 5 coiou of ?cir.	 '-1O3.	 If	 sbitt aa •	 •	 pplicatioti, please Sexld theigi*zla4 thraia eqpios -tG this 


•	 office,' retaining the other for your filob. 	 '1eae note • that	 • •	 •	 •	 GQVer2ert paz't1cipati.cm • in uraniwn exploration projects is zov •
•	 53 percent insesd; of 7	 percent as you 	 ntion. in. your: letter.	 •. 


1ecie o sbidt the new appiicatiQn, t 
•	 •	 doubt whether a decision TOWding its wcetinice or denial cold •	 •	 •


 
'be r ched before Wy 1, the starting Ute rntied in YQU 


•	 •.	 •	 letter. • Xt usually ta,14ea several weeks to procea	 an appliaton. 


Sincerely ioucs, 


•	 .	 S	 •	 •	 ••	 •	 •	 ••	 • .	 .	 • • • 
•	 •	 • •	 •	 •	 •	 • •	 •	 •	 .	 • bxecutive	 Officer,,	 11A	 • •.	 . 


•
'.•	 ' 


•	 •	 • •	 •	 .	 •	 '	 •	 ield	 Region I',	 •	 "	 . '	 .' 


•	 •	 •	 cc:	 .' DA	 (2)	 w/ni	 .	 . • •	 •	 •	 •	 •.	 •. • • 
•	 .USBI4(2)	 11	 •	 '	 •••	 .	 • 


•	 •	 :
	


Prinz	 •	 •	 •	 • •	 '	 '
• 


• 


Nate:	 Previous docket No. 'D 	 (lead-zinc), Hope-Bullion	 • ' •	 •	 • • •	 •.	 '	 • property, Jefferson County, Montana, Contráct 'No. Idm-E220, '	 :.	 • 
terminated August"., 1953.
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#37114 	 #3715 
Re:	 Hope - Bullion Mine 


Jefferson County, Montana 


From:	 Alberta K. Romerio 
4821 Lee St. 
Torrance, Calif. 


March 11, 1958 


Mr. A	 E	 Wissenbcrn 
U. S. Geo1oãTvey 
Spokane, 


Dear Mr. WeisseiThorn: 


Spring is here and the old mining fever grows hot - 


Have been saving from my salary and expect to have $1500 


in cash May , l plus grub stake of $240 monthly and two men for work. 


There is a possibility I shall have more cash but think I should 


have sure money. 


Do you suppose you could draw up a contract for uranium 


exploration say for 	 mo. or more possibly 8-mo. 


211.0 1900V	 I 
x8	 - 1502	 $13,600 total 


1920 311.00 x 4 or 75%


As you know our Lode contains assays of 40% uraninite not 


to speak of high contents of Base Metals - and what you'd like to 


know, is that major interests have offered me $3,500,000.00 for the 


mine.


We feel that this offer has been received, largely due 


to the excellent work of the United States Geological Survey work 


and the fine assistance of the engineers of the U. S. Bureau of 


Mines.


Do you suppose this contract could be ready for May 1 
.	 .


starting of work (due to all preliminary work done and completed) 







H	 .. 
which will eliminate fighting weather conditions. 


I have a $412 monthly income besides the mine savings. 


If it is necessary for me to come in to the department 


to speed this up I shall be happy to do this. 


You can reach me at work by phone 3 to 11 P.M. - John Wesley 


County Hospital, Los Angeles - , one Ri -52ll -5th Floor Charge 


Nurse - Tuesday thru Sunday 3 to 11 P.M. or by Mail 4821 Lee St., 


Torrance, Calif. 


Richard may be able to raise more cash if we sell the 


house. But believe the $13,600 or 75% financing for uranium will 


due the job. I have the Deed to 1/2 the mine property in my name 


now and Les's leases.


Sincerely as always, 


/s/ ALBERTA K. ROMERIO
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