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e	 . 
UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION


Budget Bureau No. 42—R1368 
Approval expires Dec. 31, 1963 


APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS EXPLORATION 



Pursuant to Public Law 85-701 (72 Stat. 700; 30 U.S.C. 641) 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address as they should	 APPLICANT DO NOT USE THIS BLOCK 
appear on contract if one is executed.)


DOCKET NUMBER 


MOUNTAINEER MINING and EXPLORATION CO ,IN(. 
P. 0. Box 902	 DATE RECEIVED 


Clarksburg, W. Va.
REGION 


DIVISION CODE 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION

(Check one) 


INDIVIDUAL - 


CORPORA TION 


P ARTNERSHIP 


OTHER (Specify)


LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
NAME	 ADDRESS .	 TITLE 


Ralph W. Griffith 137 Hall St.,Clarksburg, W.Va. President 
Kenneth L. Aspy 117 Thompson St. ".	 Vice Pres. 
Virginia L. Griffith 137 Hall St. 	 Sec.-Treas. 


STATE IN WHICH FIRM IS 
ORGANIZED 


MINERAL(S) FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO 


Platinum - Silver -L( 
ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT 


$ 25.000.00


PROPERTY
	


LOCATION 
NAME
	


COUNTY	 STATE 


Individual (Enclosed) Wolfe Co. Kentuck Leases 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


Before filling out this application please read the OME 
Regulations for Obtaining Federal Assistance in Financing 
Explorations for Mineral Reserves (30 CFR Chap. Ill). To 
assure prompt action, your application must provide all 
applicable material and information specified on the back 
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence 
and delays by submitting complete and accurate information. 
Please submit two copies of this application and all accom-
panying paper: except as otherwise noted. Place your name 
and address on each sheet. Each item of information, maps, 
and reports required as a part of this application is described 
on the back of this form. Identify each attached statement 
by the item number to which it applies. If an item does not 
apply to your application, show the item number on your state-
ment and after it write "not applicable." Maps or sketches


should be used to supplement narrative descriptions of the 
property location and boundaries in item 2, existing mine 
workings and geology in item 3, and the proposed exploration 
work in item 5. When this information is not too complex, 
all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. All documents 
and other attachments submitted as a part of this application, 
except those in ite'm 3(g) which you mark to be returned, 
become the property of the Government and will not be re-
turned to the applicant. Send true copies, not originals, of 
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of your busiCess records. File this application 
with the Office of Minerals Exploration, Department of the 
Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest OME 
Field Office. 


CERTIFICATION 


The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, 	 plete, to the best of his knowledge and belief, and that 
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting 	 he would not ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration 
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth under current conditions and circumstances at his sole 
in this form and accompanying papers is correct and com- 	 expense. 
MOUNTAINEER MINING AND EXPLORATION CO. 
BY_________________________________ 	 /2' - 


its 1resictent	 ___________________________________ 
DATED
	 Ralph W.9iffith BY (Sigure),, 


President 
/-
	 TITLE 


A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense. 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.







INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLICATION 


1. Financial Eligibility: 
(a) Submit evidence of efforts made within 90 days pre-


ceding the filing of this application to obtain credit from 
your bank of accotint and at least one other bankinginstitu-
tion or other private source of credit. Such evidence shall 
include true copies of correspondence which show: '(1) date 
of loan request, (2) amount and terms requested, (3) pro-
posed use of loan funds, and (4) the replies from credit 
sources. If the loan was offered under terms which you con-
sider unreasonable, state why you consider them so. 


(b) List names and addresses of affiliated, parent, or 
controlling companies or organizations and state extent and 
nature of their interest. 


(c) State how you propose to furnish your share of the 
cost of the exploration work. 


2. Applicant's Rights in Lan& 
(a) State your interest in the land and mineral rights, 


whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other. 
If you are not the owner, submit one true copy of the lease, 
contract, or other document (with address of owner) under 
which you control the property. Describe all liens, mort-
gages, or other encumbrances on the land and state book and 
page number and official place where recorded. 


(b) State the legal description (section, township, and 
range; metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the 
land upon which you wish to explore and all adjacent land 
which you own or control. Describe any part of the land or 
workings which should not be subject to Government royalty 
and liens. If the land consists of unpatented claims, state 
book. and page number for each recorded location notice, 
including amended loctions, and. ,official place where re-
corded. State all the names by whioh' you know the property. 


(c) For all land or mineral rights encumbered or not owned, 
submit five copies of Lien and Subordination Agreements on 
MME Form 52. If the agreements cannot be obtained, state 
resons and provide copies of letters of refusal. 


3. Physical Description: 
(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches 


all mining or exploration operations which you know have been 
or are being conducted upon the land. Include existing mine 
workings and all production facilities . :	 2	 ', ---


(b) State your interest, if any,--in-' operations des'cribed 
in (a).


(c) State, if you know, the past and current 'producTtion, 
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets, 
mine records, or published data if available. 


(d) Describe known ore reserves, giving quantities and 
grades and sampling methods used. Support your statement 
with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if available. 


(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geo-
logic features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic 
formations if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded, 
etc.). 


(f)State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if 
you have- sampled the ara you propose to explore, show 
where the samples were taken, describe sampling methods 
used, and provide copies of assay certificates. 


(g) Send with your applicaiion at lat . two copies of\alL 
geologic or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic 
information which you have, indicating whether you require 
their return. 


4. Accessibility of Property: 
(a) To aid the OME representative who may examine the 


property, state name and address of person who will meet him; 
give directions for reaching the property; and describe ac-
cessibility of property and of any mine workings. 


(b) Name the shipping and supply points and state the 
distances to the property. 


5. Exploration Work: 


(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration work giving 
individual footages and sizes o	 enings for each item of


WO.2 : Unrrative, maps, plans, and sections as neces-
sary. Show location of the proposed work as. related to geo-
logic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts of 
rock formations, etc. Show also the relation of the proposed 
work to any existing mine workings and to land boundaries 
or to the closest identifiable corner. 


(b) If an access road must be built, show the proposed 
location on the property map and state the length, type and 
construction methods proposed. 


(c) If an OME contract is exec'uted, state how soon there-
after work would be started and finished. State your antici-
pated average daily or monthly rate of progress for each type 
of work. 


6. Experience: 
State your operating experience and background to conduct 


this exploration work 'and also that of the person who will 
supervise the work. 


7. Estimate of Costs: 
Furnish detailed estimates of the necessary costs for each 


item of the work proposed in 5(a) under the headings listed 
below with a total for each heading and the esti.çnated total 
cost of the work. Costs for any wor'k to be performed by an 
independent contractor should be listed separately under 
category (a) below. Costs for any work that is not to be per' 
formed by an independent contractor should be listed under 
categories (b) through (g). 


(Independent contracts. Statethe ,totl cost of any pro-
posed independent-contract\ for all 'or any part of the work, 
and\ the number of units arid the unit cost for each type of 
work; ,such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per 
hour of bulldozer operations, or per , cubic yard of material 
moved. Cost estimates should be supported by bids from 
three contractors if possible. (Note—If none of the work is 
to be contracted, write "none" after this item.) 


(b) Personal services. The cost of supervision, engineer-
ing and geological services, outside consultants, and labor 
should be itemized by numbers and classes of employees; 
rates of wages, salaries or fees; and periods of employment. 
State whether these services are available. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies. List items of mate.. 
Trial and 'supplies giving quantity and cost of each. •IncludQ 2 
under this heading power, water, and fuel, and units of equip-
ment'T and tools costiiig less than $50 each. 	 ,.	 ' 


'(d) -Operating equipment. '-Ljst items o equipment' and tools 
costing $50 or more per unit. Give specifications and indicate 
how each item is to be acquired—i.e., rented, purchased or 
provided by the applicant. If rented or puráhased, state the 
estimated rental or purchase price. If furnished by the appli-
cant, state condition and present fair market value. 


(e) Initial rehabilitation and repairs. Describe the type and 
the cost of initial rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings, 
fixtures, installations (exclusive of' mine workings), and 
movable operating equipment now owned by the applicant 
which will be used in the exploration work., 


(f) New buildings, fixtures, installations.' Describe each 
building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased, 
constructed, or installed for the exploration work, stating 
specifications and cost including labor, materials, and super-
vision.


(g) Miscellaneous. Describe the type and estimate the 
cost of repairs and maintenance of the operating equipment 
listed in 7(d). Do not repeat initial repairs listed in 7(e). 
Show also the costs of analytical work, accounting, work-
men's compensation and employees' Liability insurance, 
payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall within 
the previous categories. [Note—The Governmiit will not con-
tribute to costs incurred before the date of the contract, or 
to costs of or incident to• (1) acquiring, using, or possessing 
land and any existing improvements, facilities, buildings, in-
stallations, and appurtenances, or the. depreciation and 
depletion thereof; (2) general overhead, corporate management, 
interest and taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes); (3) in-
surance (other than employees' liability insurande); and 
(4) damages to persons or property (other than authorized 
repair to or replacement of equipment or other property used 
in the work)J


INT.-DIJP. SEC. • lASH..
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LOCATING BURIED TREASURES

OR VALUABLE MINERALS 


v-


MINING S EXPLORING COMPANY 
P. 0. BOX 902 


	


CLARKSBURG, W. VA.	 T1	 )' "" 
November 30, 1965	 \ .


	


1,	 '0 


0 \\ 
It	 o\\,	 , 


'0, 


	


\\t'	 L'	 '0'	 ',''0' 


Section #1
"3"	 . 	 •'0'4 


	


Paragraph A Request of banking institution was made and answer is nc1oed	 "'0'

Funds to be used to further exploration operations.


:,	 \	 , 
Paragraph B None


0 


Paragraph C Sale of stock and personal financing by company offidia]!s. 


Section #2 


Paragraph A. Leases enclosed. Recprded in Wolfe County, ientii%'.'4n 
excess of 2,000 acres. All minerals included. 	 - 


Section #3 


Par agraph A No mining or drilling is known exc , pt hiddennine tha'wé- ar'è 
attempting to open, explore and test drill No,,,çoal evident	


4 


thus far in Wolfe County. OiLwells of good	 '1



been drilled in the area as near as two miles but none are 
known on our leased properties. 


Paragraph D & E 
Not financially able to drill or pursue excavation further. 
A.t present, the geologist claims evidence of galena and 
lead. Rock layers of sandstone to blue clay, shale and stone 
of fine composition as rare earth pumjçe or talk (Talc} avail-
able in large quantity have been encountered. The extent of 
excavation thus far is to a depth of 40 feet. Formation of this 
particular area is unique and is by fault or volcanic structure. 


Paragraph F Many have searched for this particular, opening and believe there 
to be an outcropping of o, e. In this particular instance, we need 
to confer with OME'S department consultants.







I . 
LOCATING BURIED TREASURES



OR VALUABLE MINERALS 


MINING E £XPLONG COMPANY 
P. 0. BOX 902



CLARKSBURG, W. VA. 


Page 2	 .


0:0	 \\ Section #3


	


	 '.°'	 < 


Paragraph A. We will be glad to meet an examiner either in Claih 
or a pont designated in Kentucky. One mile of 
been cut to the area of mine working for dozer ac0cessabii1y. 


, Paragraph B Main improved road at head of mine access road. 'Shiping 'poir 
by rail is three miles from head of road.	 0 


\ 


Section #5	 00 


Paragraph A. In excess of $3,000.00 has been spent for dozer, cornpre,ssor, 
hammer drill, powder, etc • to excavate along mine iaft 
toward cliff face. Present depth approximately 40 fee.-


0 


a .. 
,	 00


00 


t 


Paragraph B Not immediately available. Can be furnished. Map enclose:diy 
is of close proximity	 J 


Paragraph C Have all land needed and bounded More can be obtained Nok f.	 .••. it. ii refusals. There were refusals to others in past 
we contacted Mr. & Mrs. Adams and obtained their lease 
through friendly relations. All others have followed their lead. 


Paragraph b One mile of access road has been cut. 
Paragraph c Depending upon weather conditions, sandstone slippage, etc. 


Core drilling could be carried on at once. . Excavation, if 
needed, should beginbyMay, 1966. 


Section #6 


We, as a partnership, before incorporating, havbeen exploring in W. Va. 
for the past 15 years and feel that with the help and consultation of the QME's 
office and employment of Mr. Bashurn, owner of The Westirginia Tractor Co. 
of Clarksburg, W. Va., we will be able to deterrnjne the most feasible approach 
to this venture. Mr. Bashum also hasjnterest in thiscompany. 
Section #7 


A.t this time we are unable to answer this section without first some 
additional advice and consultation with OME's office.







• 
MFUN3 PLIIAMACY



216 MILFORD ST. 
RKSf8LIJRGD L 


Mountaineer Mining and Exploration Co. 


P.O.Box 902 


Clarksburg, W.Va. 


Gentlemen, 


dith reference to your request for a loan 


of 25,000 dollars, we regret to inform you a 
this time, it would be quite impossible for us 


to participate in such a loan. 


Very truly yours, 


S	


94 '^







k	 * 


November 22, 1965 


:{


I 


Mountaineer Mining and Exploration Company 
P. 0. Box 902 
Clarksburg, West Virginia 


Gent leinen: 


With reference to your application for a $25,000.00 
loan, we regret to advise you that, at this time, we are Un-


able to grant or participate in same.


Very truly yours, 


• es ie oldsworth 
Treasurer
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I • Porm 7 
(2/63)


Mr. LW. Griffith 
Prestdent	 N 
Mountaineer Mining & 


Exploration Company, Inc. 
P. O ox 902 
Clarksburg, West Virginia 26302


T'. OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


6/2 


'7< 


uear sir. brizxlLn: 


This is in reply to your letter of June 9, 1969, to President Nixon 
ruesting financial, assistance to reopen an abandoned mine shaft 
in kentucky which you believe is an entry to a silver mine or hidden 
treasure left by Captain John Smith about 1169. 


Aa you already have applied 'fOr and been denied assistance by the 
three Federal agencies offering programs of assistance fOr various 
enterprises concerned with mineral exploration and development, we 
cannot suggest to you other possibilities for assIstance within the 
Government. 


If'you are unable to' obtain assistance from private, state, or 
institutional interests for your venture, we can suggest only that 
you rely on your own resources to rehabilitate the shaft. Should 
the endeavor disclose the wealth you expect 'is present, future 


•	 financing should be no problem. 


Thank you for again bringing this proposal. to our attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


-


tot in Director 


cc: General Files 
Director's Chron 
Division File 
Economic Geology; ' File 
ONE docket 6525. 
ONE Reading File 
R. A. Laurence, Knoxville, .Tenn. w/c.y incoming letter 
Mr. Kirkemo 


HKirkemo/gla 6-24-69
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MNNG	 XPLOATON [OMPANY NL 
P. 0. BOX 902



CLARKSBURG, W, VA. 26302 


Mr0 Richard N0 Nixon 
United States President 
Washington, D0 C0 


Dear Mr0 Nixon:


CATING BURIED TREASURES 


DR VALUABLE MINERALS ANYWHERE 


IS OUR BUSINESS 


PRESIDENT: R. W. (3RIFFITH



Vice PRE9.: K. L, AsPY

TREA9URER V. L. tRIFFITH 


•	 •	 I.;) 


Junc9, 1969 


JUN 23 1969 


I	 i
	 •* j 


In the North Central section of Kentucky Legend and some 
documanted material refer to a silver mine or a hidden treasure belonging 
to Captain John Swift0 He was an English Adventurer having been in this 
area around l769 


At present I hold 17 leases comprising about 3,000 acres in 
this area0 I have found a mine shaft which from all indications and stone 
markings may very well he the Swift mine, My problem is now financial0 
The shaft has either falleil in or has been blown in, necessitating the need 
of equipment to open the shaft0 Already I have spent in the neighborhood 
of $15,000 for leases, some escavating, geological reports, lawyers fees, 
etc0 I would like aid in obtaining either a grant or a government loan 
to carry on this work0 


I applied for a $25,000 loan but have been turned down by the 
/ JSmall Business Adninistration, Area Redevelopment, and Department of 
// Interior0


Should the endeavor prove to be fruit].ess, my company would be 
capable of paying back the loan in a reasonable time period0 


Any assistance that you might give would be greatly appreciated0 


Thank you0


•	 jii3corely, 


/4'RWOGr1 
President 


Iwc/l







I,, 


Mr. laIph V. Griffith , ', 
President, Nuntaine.r Mining and 
Exploration Cpany, 'tic. 	 '	 ' 
P.O.*oxN2 . --,---%--- tY	 tt&14


b1M Form 7 
(2/63) 64 


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


t!TTT 1tiT1 


Ti 


-
LeELUE5, W!	 :	 -	 - ---- - --


	


Dear $. Griffith:	
: 


tour letters of April 2 s*d Mey 8, 1968, to President ohnson have 
b.n referred to us by the Sash Business Adninistrat Ion fo our 
coniidrstL0n az.d further reply. 


!our letters IMiest that you wish to explore the ear': property' 
that waa the subject of your application (CNL. 6S25> dated De..ber 1, 
196S which wat de*ted for lock of favorable geologtcsl evidetict to 
support the probability of a iignif Leant discovery. U you new have 
addttien*1 geological inforaattou that would saterislly laprove the 
probability, we *hail be' pIe' :4 t* cOnsiders new •spplic'*tL*fl. 


if you have net reopened sad sa1ed the .14 workings or OtherwiSe 
expOsed favorable geologic conditions, the property would still be 
in the prospecting stage. There is ne program of Federal financial 


assistance for prospecting. It aight be possible, bavever, to 
interest private institutiOns, such as Historical Sec itie, in your 
invoitigatlens of the od Liver Legend. 


We regret that the Coverreat cannot pSrtLcLp*t in your intereSting 
search for John Swift' a Silver Mine, and we wish you every $cCe$s 


in locating tt.


Sincerely yours, 


Prank Es Johnson 
Chief,. Office of 
Minerals Exploratien 


cc: Robert C. Moot	 ' 
Administrator 
small: Business Administration 


Director's Reading Pile	 ' , , ',	 ' 
Economic Geology File	 '.. '	 ' 


'"	 Docket	 ,	 ' " 


ONE Reading File 	 '	 ' 
Mr.Smith	 '	 ' 


RNSinith/bsl	 6/3/68 ,,	 '	 '	 .'
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U.S. GOVERNMENT 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


4'IST
	 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20416 


OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 


MEMORAI']DUN FOR


Mr. Frank E. Johnson, Chief 
Office of Mineral Exploration 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C.


27 1968 


I,


iY 2 1B33 


1r	 jco" 


iiIiJJLth 


The attached copies of correspondence are forwarded f 
for your consideration 


If we can be of ftrther service, please let us know. 


Robert C. Moot 
Ad.mini strator 


Enclosures
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SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20416 


OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 	 -	 Y 27 1968 


Nr.' Ralph W11 Griffith 
President, untaineer Mining & 


EKploraton Coxrpany, Inc.. 
P. 0. Box 902 
Clarkebu.r, West Virginia 26302 


Dear M. Griffith: 


President Johnson has asked us to reply to your 
letter of r 8,. 196 , concerning your efforts to obtain 
a loan from the Department of Interior, Oftice of Mineral 
Ezporatiou. 


Your earlier letter of' April 2, 1968, was also 
referred. to the	 11 Business Administration and, in oux 
reply dated April 15, copy attacbect, we aviaed. you to 
contact our Clax'ksburg Regioa1 Office. Inasnuch as your 
recent letter indicates that you vish to obtain a loan 
from another Government agency, we have forwarded copies 
of your letters to the Office of Mineral Jbcp1oratou, 
Department of Interior, for their consideration. 


$incerely yours, 


L . t 
obert C. Moot 


Administrator 


£nclsure







Ikp icthi1lr referred 
for afontjon crnd 


G?PProp te handling.	 J::* (1 F #14;	
:/ 


to the Prefdent 


May 8, 1968.	 / 


Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. President: 


On April 2, l98, I wrote you concerning help in 
obtaining a loan from the United States Department of the Interior 
Off ice of Mineral Exploration. To date I have not heard from you. 
I have tried every way possible to get help in order that I may 
continue my opeations in Kentucky. I know at this time. that 
Washington has more important matters to attend to and I am truly 
sorry to have to ask for help from the President of the United 
States, but I have no other choice because when my leases run out, 
I will not be able to renew them. • 


Your assistance in this matter will certainly be 
most appreciated.


V	 truly you s 


NNG g : pLORAToN COMPANY NC. 


P. 0. BOX.902

tLARKSBURG, W. VA. 26302 


,.•


I 
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LO	 ING BURIED TREASURES

DR V ABLE MINERALS ANYWHERE 


•	 IS OUR BUSINESS 


PREsIDENr: R. W. GRIFFITH 
VIcE PRES.: K. L. Asp',' 


•	 TREASURER: V. L. GRIFFITH 


L
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LOCATING BURIED TREASURES 
OR VALU	 E MINERALS ANYWHERE 


OUR BUSINESS 


PRESIDENT: R. W. GRIFFITH

VICE PRES.: K. L. AsPY



TREASURER: V. L. GRIFFITH 


NG	 XPLORATON COMPANY NC. 


P. 0. BOX 902 


CLARKSBURG, W. VA. 26302


April 2, 1968' 


President Lyndon B. Johnson 
White House, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear President Johnson:


:..


2'	 '': 


•	 I realize that you are a very busy man, but wondered if 
you would be kind enough to advise me about the following matter. 


I have spent thousands of dollars in Kentucky trying to 
open an old mine which, according to all the information our 
Company has obtained, is supposed to be a rich silver mine or 
hidden treasure found by an English Adventurer, Captain John 
Swift, in the year 1769. I have leased approximately 3,000 acres 
of land •in Kentucky and 17 individual leases. In order to carry 


t on with the exploration of this mine, I have been trying to obtain 
loan in the amount of $25,000.00 from the Small Business Adminis-


tration in Clarksburg, West Virginia, the Area Redevelopment and 
have filled out application forms from the United States Department 
of.-[nterior, but have been refused by all three. 


0 
-	 My Company is very capable of paying any loan from any 


'-,.,.; of the GoVernment Agencies within a reasonable length of time 
whether or S not we may or may not find the mine. 


ca 


'._	 , •	 aili now forty-three years of age, have a high credit 
atiri., served five years in the second World War, belong to the 


'-Masoni. Temple, am a member of the Stealey Heights Methodist 
Gh.urch am married and have two children. I .have worked at the 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company of Nutter Fort,. West Virginia, for 
fifteen years. 


It would be very much appreciated if you could assist 
ie in obtaining a loan in order that I may continue my work.. 


Res )ectfully yours,	 /•• 


)h W.. Griffith	 •
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Re: 0HZ4525 (SjivePlatinuyu) 
Mining $$4 £xpLr*tton Co.,: Inc. 


Adams Lease (Ivift Silver Mine) 
11fe County, Rentuaky 


Oentien: 


Thank se for your lettor of May ii, 1966, and the ;ccopsnying 
gcoloic report of the Kill CcekiLht lll.w area which was 
investigated in April 1966 for the purpose ef determining the 
possibilities fr oil and gas and also for mvideice of eilver or 
associated min.rala. in th are-a.	 -	 - 


Careful •t:udy Of the Oo1*gi report &d.. of other iaformti.n i* 
your applic*ti*n for fineecial aasistanco.in ezploring the refer 
eneed property indicates that the probability .t 41se1•-sing 
aig*ifieznt reserves of silver or platinum i* not snfftc.LeeUy 
proiiaimg to justify aver net p*rticipaUon in the poposec1 


• exploration. ccordingly, we regret to ioierrn, you that 'yonr appli 
cation fr eaploration a*sistance is deaisd. 


'The geologic 'eport, 12 Lezis Agr-eeaaents, newspaper articlO, and 
the *ccos*t of John $vift ' a Zi1 r.rfl copied frea he entucky and 


• Tb. Calk Papers are returned ler.witb in accordance with your 
request.	 .-	 -,	 - -	 - -	 - - - -	 - 


-	 -	 SixicerIly yrs,	 - -	 ; •.•; - 


-	 -.	 -	 --	 !raek Z. khnson	 - - - 
•	 .-	 - -	 Ai.f, Off ice of	 -.	 -. - -	
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Subject ONE-6525 (Silver-Platinum) 
Mountaineer Mining and ExP loration Co , Inc 
Adams Lease (Swift Silver Mine) 
Wolfe County, Kentucky 


Justification for Denial of Application 


The purpose of the project proposed by the Applicant was to hunt for 
John Swift's legendary lost silver mine The first stage of the work 
was to be a field examination by Government geologists to determine 
the most feasible approach to the venture 


In response to our request for additional information to justify a 
field examination, the Applicant engaged Kenneth W Shafor, B A , M S , 
Miami University, to investigate and report on the economic potential 
of the subject Lease area The geologic report, dated April 15, 1966, 
suggests that coal for local consumption might be produced, and that 
a well in the area would be expected to penetrate a number of potential 
hydrocarbon-bearing formations The report also states that "No 
deposits of silver are known to exist in or around the area of 
investigation " Evidently no lead, silver, or platinum minerals were 
observed during the investigation since it was reported that "The facts 
seem adequate to arrive at the conclusion that evidence was not found 
to suggest the presence of a workable ore deposit in the area •f study " 


No indications of the occurrence of silver or platinum on the Applicant's 
property is contained in the application or in the geologic report 
I recommend, therefore, that the application be denied 


/r*



R M Smith 


cc Director's Reading File 
Division File 
Economic 9'eology File 
ONE FileJ 
ONE Reading File 
Mr Smith 
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December 29, 1965 
Amity Lane, R.R. #3 
Mlddletown, Ohio L5O42 


Mountaineer Mining & Exploring Company 
I	


Clarksburg, West Virginia 
r	


Attention	 Ralph W Griffith, Presient 
. .,.. ...	 ::'	 .	 :	 . 	 .. 	 .	 •1• 


Subject.	 Swift's Silver Mine, Geological Considerations 


Dear Mr. Griffith 


t


	


	 Attached for your reference is a Xeroxopy of a nspaper 
article which you may find interesting I have for some years 


r	 •	 studied the geology in association with various formations 


1	 ' ' 


in Wolfe County, Kentucky in an effort to determine if 


I J	


mineralization of economic importance existed there 


1	 :	 I conducted a geological survey for Mr Edward Albertson 
'	 and Mr. E A McGowan of Norfolk, Virginia in 1963 While 


:	 the results of that survey are confidential, I can say 
4	


Jt that it is not unreasonable to believe that there may exist 
: ,	 an area of worthwhile mineralization near the area that I 


k	 surveyed for these gentlemen 
'	 I


I would welcome communication in the event that you or the 
officers of your firm would be interested in having a geo-
logical survey made to determine if it is geologica1y possible 
for a deposit of silver to exist in an area of exploration 
My home phone number is area code 513, 539-7984, during work-
ing hour I can be reached at 425-2843 (same area code number () 


I hold bachelor and master degrees in geology from the 
University of Miami, Oxford, Ohio and have done consultant 
geological work for many firms A sample of my work would 
be sent to you upon request 


Thank you f or your consideration in this matter 


Very truly yours, 


Kenneth W. Shaf or 


cWS/cam 
cc file 
enclosure


':.







.	
OFFICIAL FILE COPY. 


Date Surnme ICode 
MM Form 7 


6


, 


____


;	 4, 


f/Mill ,;u _


__ 


( ,


____ 
A/ j# 


/ ,1I 
(taiasisr	 i*t$ fl4 $*ptor*tte* Co., t*t)


I


________ 


P. 0.	 x	 Q$	 ;sj - 


CIttkM*, wut YrLa ___ _______ 
*ix	 EIS2 


Pit*ias*r	 ai6	 1arat1n .. , kw . I ___ 
M**1 L**e (swift ltt*sz *is4 
w.tl*	 *ntuek 


GLU4ns 


1)4* ii 1* repiLy to '*u	 1t*	 .f T4rary 1, INS,	 uip 
i*tr	 srf,y o the	 rOp.r	 b * $ø*IeLwt 
,'*,t4s **fftt*nt *4tt1uø	 t*1t1an t csp1tte	 r &p1i 
c*tbi, Vs c*nnct psdtct 4*t	 * svey is w*n&wd cr 
iiØitr it ie*1d rasutt ta * frZ* or ma	 airmb1a tip.t. 
)Ith $.te$e *ad sai*s.rin	 d*ta *rs z'*qttrad t* stii:aiv. the 
eUsllatti ,t s pr*pa$ .ipi.rat j.a pjsø	 the Iep4*t o * 


*It*.4 i*inLig g ist &	 I.e	 e1yti in	 an 
a1atioa, bt it is	 t a	 uLr.*t U the &t* tanttM in 
t1s g ttc*U.a fr	 sa ba suiI.tt	 by' tb. AppZteait. 


Am	 ,f the i*foud*	 qut4 i* ur I*ttr sf $*eiii!y ID, 
is suitt.d aM as	 iioatiq	 that tbe erkt*g* are bin 


scsesirtbls o	 that tiflicisat	 t	 ftistUy' a 1*e14 
ii kirt abta*, we are	 Mb1s to cett*es tha pr..*H 


4j éi y*ir sp1icat1*. 


4*r th*es 4ire*.st*ace*, w sh*Il 	 pP0$t* iu	 a*tje	 oe 0tr 
Is	 pI1mn. aet%e.nag t	 app1iestis.	 If yc csidar that 


pirIØ#aM	 *J*ct *&7 sm	 *nd wish ET* ti	 t* 
*tsi 0* *44Jt1*nøJ i*r.stfa, will y. pL*as. * i*	 u. 


U ye do n.t roc.iv. a t*pIy' f	 y	 within thirty da	 bcia th* 
ata *f this *.tt, *s *bI	 *ssue $het ya r* i* laijer t*t 


e4pt. 1*	 .etedi* *1t yr 4p1i€*tt; and i	 *haU can.i6.z it 
been wit1tdr**.


**c*iN1$ ,*rs, 


cc:	 Director's Reading 
Division File	 AtK g	 JOHNO 
Econ. Geol. File 
OME Docket 
O1	 Reading	 ou	 .1 Laurence 


:	 i: 


RNSinith/rnrn (2/21/66)
2323







,


r0ii


LOCATIN	 URIED TREASURES



OR VALUABLE MINERALS ANYWHERE 


CO?	 IS OUR BUSINESS 


o
PRESIDENT: R.W.GRIFFITH 


t\


VICE PRES.: K. L. A9PY 


TREASURER: V. L. GRIFFITH 


7t\ \iLQ-.. 
MNING S £XPLORATION COMPANY NC. 


CLARKSBURW.VA. 26302 


£	
.


___	
__ :2L 


')	 L2 















o 


Jo	 3f rh :iliI:r 


r ul t 3e


.,	 .". 


-SIs 


*,	 ...-. 


P.r	 C.	 S1fTt$. 
t't:	 cf Pii.". &l&tit



ci rb. Ic.ztoy 
Wei:4i. Z. C. 


Del? M'..


I	 vTttt-. you ot b.aIf of z. talpb 
f '. M±i- S &sp1orj	 *axy Inc., ?.,•	 '.	 ,'	 •Tt.brg	 a la' vtrgtzt., 


•'. '..zL'e: at a:	 $ttG	 •4? 
f:	 .,.s'.-, 1 at; 'T14 )t. Ei	 p?'D.Tty 


.• .r


•(#	 •ppte:tae	 r f..r1.b-
'%S	 v	 •	 tø	 •' 


4 .. .	 r	 ! .4:'	 :,	 •ctd 


y	 • -.:, for	 £Sl'.te j 
:i


S1nc.r.l 


4101 A,	 lZ, jR. 
ir.s r ?tru Dt$trt.c, 


V.$ Vlrg-ts 


MD..' :.t


I	 t 


I







L*ae (Swift *ilv.r Mine)
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With respect to your implied re4iest for a field examination prior 
to wnpling and assayiii 'order to Otérmin, the u*$t f*astbl 
approa*it to the venture, wa cairnot 'justify a field examination on 
the baais OE th •inforàgtjon submitted, end we are not permitted to 


•	 provide cousulting sarvides to individuals or ' coaniSs in: cemps 
•	 tition with private consult.antg.	 .	 : 


U YOU CS!' r.optntbe Gid workings, sample,essay, and 4.*Crib• any 
• ''	 deposits or indications of daposits of eligible. minerals, and submit.' 
• '	 the tnformmtion in items 3,. a, 6, and 7 of th, appltcaUoa form, we 


will be plea*ed to further consIder your tpplicatiOn. 


$hould you submit h,addftions1 information, plees* include COptes. 
o your Letters to the two banks as reijuired under Item 1 of the 
application form. In aØco4ance with your request, we ar. returning 


•	 •y.ur copy of the M topograp'hie step NJ17 . 7, Jenkins quadrangle 
(scale 1:2O,OOO).	 .'	 '.	 '	 .	 ' 


increly yours, 


(etne6 !A$'	 JOffN 


Prank Z Johnson 
Chief, Of ftce of 
Min,rat a Ixplorat ion 


Inc lo sure 
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