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MME Form 40 
Jan.65


APPLICATION


Budget bureau No. 


UNITED STATES	 Approval expires Dec. 31, 1968 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS EXPLORATION 


Pursuant to Public Law 85-701 (72 Stat. 700; 30 U.S.C. 641) 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing addre,ss•as they should 
appear on contract if one is executed.) 


Walter E,Lindsey, Gerald A, Lindsey,. 
and ThoaB J. Lindsey 
Box 213 
Grangeville, Idaho 353O


APPLICANT DO NOT USE THIS BLOCK 


DOCKET NUMBER	 3 
DATE RECEIVED	


1 i 


DIVISION CODE 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
(Check one) NAME ADDRESS TITLE 


.Walter E Lindsey Box 23 Grangeville,Idaho 1/3 partner 
INDIVIDUAL Gerald A, Lindsey Whitobfrd Idaho 1/3 partner 
CORPORATION Thomas J. Lindsey Whitebird, Idaho 1/3 partner 
PARTNERSHIP	 j 
oTI.IER(Specsfy) 


STATE IN WHICH FIRM IS 
ORGANIZED	 Id h ________ 


ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT


$ 28,00000	 I 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


Before filling out this application please read the OME 
Regulations for Obtaining Federal Assistance in Financing 
Explorations for Mineral Reserves (30 CFR Chap. Ill). To 
assure prompt action, your application must provide all 


• applicable material and information specified on the back 
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence 
and dtays by submitting complete and accurate information. 
Please submiL two copies of this application44nal!accPm-
panying paper ,,.,except as otherwise noted Place your name 


'"ánd address oniih eé7Each item of information, maps, 
and reports required as a part of this application is described 
on the back of this form. Identify each attached statement 
by the item number to which it applies. U an item does not 
apply to your application, show the item number on your state-
ment and after it write "not applicable." Maps or sketches


should be used to supplement narrative descriptions of the 
property location and boundaries in item 2, existing mine 
workings and geology in item 3, and the proposed exploration 
work in item 5. When this information is not too complex, 
all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. All documents 
and other attachments submitted as a part of this application, 
except those in item 3(g) which you mark to be returned, 
'become the property of the Government and will not be re-
turned •o the applicant. Send true copies, not originals, of 
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of your business records. File this application 
with the Office, of Minerals Exploration. Department of the 
interior, 


Ofl3?C Washington, D. C., 20242, or with 
the nearest, OME Field Office. 


CERT IF ICAT 1ON 


The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, 
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting' 
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth 
in this form and accompanying papers is correct and com-


January'8,196 
DAT ED


plete, to the best of his knowledge and belief, and that 
he would not "ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration 
under current, conditions and circumstsnceS at his sole 
ex j 


B (Signature) 


_____	 Parts 


A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency 01! the United States Government is a criminal offense. 


U. S. Code, Title 1.8, Sec. 1001.







INFORMATION REQUIR(D WITH THIS APPLICATION 


1. Financial Eligibility: 
(a) Submit evidence of efforts made' within 90 days pre-


ceding the filing of this application to obtain' credit from 
your bank of account and at least one other binking institu-
tion or other private source of credit. Such evidence shall 
include true copies of correspondence which show: (1) date 
of loan request, (2) amount and terms requested, (3) pro-
posed use of loan funds, and (4) the replies from credit 
sources. If the loan was offered under terms which you con 
aider unreasonable, state why you consider them so. 


(b) List names and addresses of affiliated, parent or 
controlling companies or organizations and state extent and 
nature of their Interest. 


(c) State how you propose to furnish your share of the 
cost of the exploration work. 


2. Applicant's Rights in Land: 
• (a) State your interest in the land and mineral rights, 


whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other. 
If you are not the owner, submit one true copy .of the lease, 
contract, or other document (with address of owner) under 
which you control the property. Deséribe all liens, mort-
gages, or other encumbrances on the land and state book and 
page numIer and official place where recorded. 


(b) State the legal description (section, township, and 
range; metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the 
land upon which you wish to explore and all adjacent land 
which you own or control. Describe any part of the landor 
workings which should not be subject to Government royalty 
and liens. If the land consists of unpatented claims, state 
book and page number for each recorded location notice, 
including amended locations, and official place where re-
corded. State all the names by which you know the property. 


(c) For all land or nineral rights encumbered or not owned, 
submit five copies o,f Lien and Subordination Agreements on 
MME Form 52. If the agreements cannot be obtained, state 
reasons and provide copies of letters of refusal. 


3. Physical Description: 
(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches 


all mining or exploration operations which you know have been 
or are being conducted upon the land. Include existing mine 
workings and all production facilities. 	 - 


(b) Stale your interest, if 'any, in, operations described 
in (a).


(c) State, if you know, the past and current production, 
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets, 
mine -records, or published data if available. 


(d) Describe known ore reserves, giving quantities and 
grades and sampling methods used. Support your statement 
with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if available. 


(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geo-
làgic features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic 
formations if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded, 
etc.).


(f) State your reasons •for expecting to find ore,, and if 
you have sampled' the area you propose to explore, show - 
where the samples were taken, describe sampling methods 
used, and provide copies of assay certificates. 


(g) Send with your application at least Iwo copies of ail 
geologic or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic 
information- which you have, indicating whether you require 
their return. 


4. Accessibility of Property: 
(a) To aid the OME representative who may' examine the 


property, state name and address of person who will meet him; 
give directions for 'reaching the property; and describe ac-
cessibility of property and of any mine workings. 


(b) Name the shipping Sand supply points and state the 
distances to the property. 


5 Exploration Work: 
(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration worh givirg 


individual footages and sizes of openings? each item of


work. Use narrative, map, plans, and sections as neces-
sary. Show location of the proposed work as, related to geo-
logic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts 'of 
rock formations, etc. Show also .the relation of the proposed 
work to ny existing mine workings and to land boundaries 
or to the closest identifiable corner. 


(b) If an access road must be built, show the proposed 
location on the property map and state the length, type and 
construction methods proposed. 


(c) If an OME' contract is executed, state how soon there-
after work would be 'started and f,nished. State your antici-
pated average daily 'or monthly rate of progress for each 'type 
of work. 


6. Experience: 
State your operating experience and background to conduct 


this, exploration work and also that of the person who will 
'supervise the work. 


Estimate of Costs: 
• Furnish detailed estimates of the necessary costs for each 
iteas of the work propOsed in5(aiurider The 'headings listed 
below with a total for each heading and the estimated total 
cost of the work. Costs for any work to be performed by. an 
Independent contractor should be listed 'separately under 
category (a) below, Costs for any work that is not to be per' 
formed by 'an independent contractor should be listed under 
categories (b) through (g). 


' ; (a) Independent contracts. 'State the total'cost of any pro- - 
posed tndependent contract for all or , any part of the work, 
and 'the number of units and the unit cost for each type of 
work, ,such as per. foot of drilling, per foot Of drifting, per 
hour of bulldozer operations, or per , cubic yard of material 


''óved. Cost estimates should be supported by bids from 
three contractors if possible. (Note—If none of the work is 
to be contracted, write "none" after this item.) 


'(b) Personal services. The cost' 'of supervision, engineer-
ing and , geological services, outside consultants, and labor 
should be 'itemized by numbers and classes of employees; 
rates' of wages, salaries or fees; and periods of employment. 
State whether these services are available. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies. List items of mate-• 
rial and supplies, giving quantity ,and cost of each..' Include. 
under this heading power, water, and fuel, and units of equip-
ment and toots costing less than $50 each.	 , , ' 


(d) Operating equipment. List items of equiprnent'and tools 
costing 550 or more per unit. Give specifications and indiáate 
how each item is to be acquired—i.e., rented, purchased or 
provided by the applicant. If rented or purchased, state the 
estimated rental or purchase price. If furnished by the appli-
cant, state condition and present fair market value. 


(è) Initial :rehabilitation and repairs. Describe the type and 
the cost of initial rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings, 
fixtures, installations (exclusive of mine workings), 'and 
movable operating' equipment now owned by the applicant 
which will be used in the exploration wörk., 


(f) New 'buildings, fixtures, 'installations. ' Describe each 
,.building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased, 
constructed, or installed for the exploration' work, stating 
specifications and cost including labor, materials, and supei' 
vision..


(g) Miscellaneous. Describe the type and estimate the 
cQst of repairs and maintenance of the operating equipment 
listed in ,7(d). Do not repeat initial repairs listed in 7(e). 
Show also the costs of analytical work, accounting, work-
med's compensation and employees' liability insurance, 
payroll taxes; and other required costs that do not fall within 
the previous categories. :EN0IO—The Governmit will not con-
tribute to costs incurred before the date of the contract, or 
to costs of or incident to: (1) acquiring, using, or possessing 
land and any existing improvements, facilities, buildings, in-
stallations, and appurtenances, or the depreciation aa4 
depletion thereof; (2) general overhead, corporate management, 
interest and taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes); (3) in-
surance (other than employees' liability insurance); and 
(4) damages to persons or property- (other than authorized 
repair to or replacement of equipment or other property used 
i' the work)J


I	 . SEC.. SASH.. D.0







. 


INFORMATION REQUIRED ON APPLICATION 
FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS 


EXPLORATI ON 


We prôpee to furnish our share of the cost. by using and starting in the 
face of the 5O foot tunnel we already have driven, 


We the following Walter E, Lindsey., Gerald A, Lindsey and Thomas J,. Lindsey 
are sole Owners of the property, The property is free from all bands and 
mortgages. 


The property is located on highway 195,. seven miles north of Riggins, Idaho 
all of Lot six (6) Section thwentythree (23) Towiship twenty-five (25) Range 


one Eastef the Boise Merdian.., Idaho C.ounty Idabo This property has had a 
Geododical survey the survey shows 39,49 acres, 
It is recorded in Grarigeville, Idaho as the Wildcat Placer Book. Number I]. 


and on page 123 • There is no backlog or history on the property, 


This is a high river placer bar with about 400 foL g . overburden on bedrock, 
The bars down river were all minded and had high paying course gold pay stripes 


on them, 
This bar that we own and the place that we are developing has not been minded 
for 2600 feet, The tunnel is located on the short side of the rive and on 
the short side of the river is the side gold makes it run or deposits on, 


plus the surface shows that we are going into a large eddy.	 - 


I,. Walter E. Lindsey will supervise the work, I have worked and driven 800 feet 
of this type of tunnel in the past eight years, I feel well qualified to conduct 
this type of a job, 


If this contract is executed we would like to obtain the money as soon as 	 / -, 
possible and start the work this winter and then do the work each 6 months / 


of the winter for the, next two winters thereafter, 	 / 


In the past our costs have been 38,OO a foot for driving 
The following is an itemized list of the cost of driving at 


Erection of a small elactric ore car.,,,,9QOQ00 
Powder caps and fuses,, .,,,.. •,•,,• ,., ..,, ,. 236,00 
Electricity .,,,.	 ..... ...o..... 144.00 
1000 Foot of Electric. wi.ring,,..,,,.,,.,,,, 650,00


this type of tunnel. 
this rate,	 . , 


V1 
Electric jack haimner drills,,,,,,..,,,,, 
Steel for drill, ,... .. • ,,, •. • 
Carbide bits for stee1,.,,..,,,,,5,,,,,, 
Small tools, shovels,, picks, hammers, 
pinchbars, and prybars,,,.,..,.,.,,,,,,,, 
Expense for sharpening tools.,,, 
Labor, , ,, .. . ... S•S • •, ., SS•	 •..... .. .2


600,00 (l6inch) 
140.00 
220,00 


$0.00 
240,00 


5,300.00 


We propose to drive an extended 750 foot of tunnel to the existing 4x7,250 foot 
tunnel, 
Your representative can contact Walter E, Lindsey at B 213 Grangeville, Idahc rh one number' 983-0154 after 6 in the evening, Yours trul ________________	


t







-	 December 26,1961 


Mr. liarrintan Henry 
?irt Security Bank 
Grangeville,. Idaho 


Dear Mr. flenr., 


	


TO1D55 J• 	 GO11d A. LiUdSCy and WaIteZ' E,. Liøisey 
would like to borrov C28,500 to drive a 750 foot tunnel to develop 
our V4ldcst placer mining claim consisting of 3949 surveyed acres 
located 7 miles north of R.ggins, Idaho an Highway 95. 


If you should submit this loan we have agreed to pay the loan 
back at the rate of 2GOOO per 'month plus interest 


Yours truly,, 


/	 -	 ,-,-	 .1' / 


/ 


Welter B. l4ndsey 
.Reprssentative for 
Thomas .J,Gera1d . and Welter B.. Lirñsey 


cember 26,1%? 


Mr.., floyd Swanson 
13an of Central Idaho 
Grangev1le, Idaho 


Dear Mr 'Swaison 


	


We, Thomas J 	 .Geruld It, Lindsey and Walter B.. Lindsey 
-ou1d like to borrow 28,500 to drIve a 750 foot tunnel to develop 
the ildoet placer mining claim consisting of 3949 surveyed acres 
booted 7 miles north f Rina, Idaho on Highway 95. 


If you should submit this ln we have agreed to pay the loan 
back at the rate of t200,00 per month plus ntcrest, 


Yours truly, 


-	 -i I.	 . -	 .	 .. 
Vialter E Lindsq 
Ren-esentative for 
Thoaa J, gerald and: Walter E Lindsey







HTh*am


Dec.. 26, 1967 


Mi'. Walter' E. Lindsey	 . 
Box2l3 
Grangevifle, Idaho 


a	 •	 Icy. 


W have roeived your l.tt.r oV3a.	 .967 r.qu.sting a 
loan j	 amount of $28,OO.00 idev.1op yr placer aining 
claim seven miles north of 


We regret to inform you that	 not appear to be a 
loan that we can handle, Pdige uly4?c1&n. to make the 
loan.


_ 
ii	 anager 
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Welter *. LtadOey, et ci. 
WL4t1.t Piccer 
idal ouflt7, Usbo 
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MceTdt*gly, ye regret to iufsz* you thet your appUc*ttOfl r 


t d*itid. 


	


w	 to tsni you for your jw.st in. the ether*ts exploration 
pr.grou o4 for brinlItS$ your prepe. rty to our *ttntiofl. 


$iaeersIY yours. 


	


•	 .	 .. HANK E. JOH!NSON 
poimson	 \ 
Chief, Office of	 \ 
*t,sr*ts ExplOratiOn


/ 
cc: Director's Reading Pile 


EcOnOmiC Geology File 
t-OEE Docket 


OIIE Reading File 
Region I 
Mr. Peterson 
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Date


FILE C01'I 
Surnome	 Code 
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Memorandum 


To:	 TheFile 


From:	 Edward C. Peterson


Subject:	 ONE-6693 (Gold) 
•	 ..	 .	 ... Wa1ter E. Lindsey, et al. 
• Wildcat. Placer 


Idaho County, Idaho 


Justificationfor Denial.ofApplication .. 


The ONE field examiner found no geologic evidence on the property 
to indicate that further exploration was warranted • 	 He concluded 
that the probability of discovering any significant ore reserves 
with the proposed exploration was too remote to justify Government 
participation in the work. 


Available information suggests that any reserves that may exist on 
the property are limited to small gold-bearing streaks scattóred .j 
the gravelof the old river channel with little economic potential. 


I concur with, the examiner and recoimnend that the application for 
assistance be denied.


Edward C. Peterson 


cc:	 Director's Reading File 
Economic Geology File .-.	 ..	 • , 


-0)	 Docket 
• ONE Reading File	 '	 .	 "	 •	 • 
Mr. Peterson	 -,•	 .	 • 


ECPeterson/bsl	 .8/20/68	 •	 •	 .	 .	 .


220 I 
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MME FORM 6	 REFERENCE SLIP 
REV	 2-59	 OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLOR&TION a 


• TO: Chief, DATE


_______ 


INITIALS 


1 L6/68 
Re:	 ONE-6693 (Gold)


_____ 


2.	 Walter B. Lindsey, et al, •
•' Wildcat Placer


_____ ______ 


3	 IdahoCounty,Idaho _____ -____ 


- 
D. ___MacLaren	 __ J7 
___


____ _______ 
FROM: FieldOfficer,Reg. I _____ ______ 


• FOR:	 Check.items for action desired 
- X	 Action	 Reply for signature of_______________ 


Approval	 Investigate Surname 
- Comment	 Recommendations Signature vA 


- Conference	 - Rewrite File 
C Instructions Your	 jation


•• 


• REMARKS:	 ¶rnsmittal of on-site examination


• 


f1O).. report recommending denial. I concur with 
the recommendation.	 • 


•'0







S 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
U. S. Court House, Em. 656 
W. 920 Riverside Avenue 
Spokane, Washington 99201



August 6, 1968 


Memorandum 


To	 Field Officer, 01€, Region I 


From:	 Willard P. Puffett, Geologist 


Sub ject: On-site Examination 
0ME-669 (Gold)	 .	 f 
Walter B. Lindsey, et al. 
Wildcat Placer 
Idaho County, Idaho	


. 


INTRODUCTION 


The applicant proposes to explore a placer gold deposit in bench 
gravels on the east side of the Salmon River about 7 miles north of 
Riggins, Idaho. He has explored part of these gravels by driving 
an inclined "drift" east from the edge of U. S. Highway 95 through 
bedrock and into the east side of the gravel-filled channel. Fairly 
coarse gold can be panned from the sand around boulders near bed-
rock. The proposed exploration will cut across the assumed long 
dimension of the channel and will define the richest part of the 
gravel. The drift is about 250 feet long and the proposal is to 
extend it 750 feet. 


I examined the underground workings on the Wildcat Placer on 
Saturday, July 13, 1968. Mr. Walter B. Lindsey and Mr. Thcker 
Lindsey directed me through the underground workings, panned samples 
of the gravel, and explained their method of mining. About 2 hours 
were spent on the property. 


RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUMMARY 


It is recommended that the application be denied. The work that has 
been completed shows that gold occurs in the gravel near bedrock. 
The gravel is probably part of an old channel of the Salmon. River. 
The lower part of the inclined "drift" becomes flooded when the level 
of the Salmon River raises. The proposed extension of the drift 
will be into ground that will be below or near the normal level of 
the Salmon River. Lorain(l938, p . 81) reports that there is a 
range of 15 to 20 feet between the high- and low-water levels of 
the river. It thus appears probable that much of the lower workings 
would be in danger of annual flooding. Little now Is known of the 
actual width of the old channel of the Salmon River. The proposed


rr(D
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exploration will 
channel, but there seems little probability oLfind.ing asignificant 
re bogy that can be successfully mined The placer is buried by 


3 0 5O0 feet of colluvium and it does not seem feasible to explore 
it by drilling vertical holes from the surface. 


PROPERTY 


The applicant's property is the Wildcat Placer claim in lot 6, sec. 
23, T. 25 ., R. 1 B., Idaho County, Idaho and is recorded on page 
123, book 11 at Grangeville, Idaho. An inclined "drift", the portal 
of which is adjacent to U. S. Highway 95, has been driven eastward 
through bedrock to gravel, and about 200 feet of "drift" has explored 
the gravel (fig. 2). The rock removed in the drifting was transported 
by wheelbarrow across U. S. Highway 95 and dumped along the steep 
eastern banks of the Salmon River. The hilislope rises steeply above 
the portal and there is probably about 300 to 500 feet of cover above 
the easternmost of the underground workings. A power line crosses 
the property a few hundred feet east of the portal. From this power 
line, the applicant obtained electricity to operate small electric 
drills and for the electric lights he strung through his workings 
when he was "drifting." U. S. Highway 95 and the eastern edge of the 
Salmon River crosses the northwest corner of the claim. There are 
no buildings on the property.


GEOLOGY 


General 


The bedrock in the vicinity of the Wildcat Placer claim is schistose, 
silicic tuff of Paleozoic or Mesozoic age that has been named the 
Fiddle Creek Schist (Hamilton, W., 1963, p . 18). Lorain and 
Metzger (1938, p. 82) report that there are many quartz veins and 
stringers in the schist, but few, if any, of the veins contain gold. 
They report that quartz veins in granite about 10 miles above (sifl) 
Riggins, Idaho (7 miles south of the Wildcat Placer claim) are 
gold bearing. A generalized map of the area in the vicinity of the 
Wildcat Placer claim is shown in figure 1. 


Lorain , and Metzger (1938, p. 79-91) have described in detail the 
geology of the gold placer deposits along Salmon River in Idaho 
County, Idaho. They describe bench gravels in old river channels 
that are from 15 to 200 feet above the present level of the Salmon 
River. In these gravels the gold is largely concentrated on or 
near bedrock. The gravel in some of the old stream channels is 
more than 100 feet thick but may be as much as 200 feet thick. 
Many of the gravel benches are covered with a capping of topsoil 
and talus.	 0	


0 


2.
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The placer gold of the lower Salmon River occurs mostly in very fine 
grains, although rarely nuggets worth $2.50 to $3.00 have been 
found. The gold is from 825 to 865 fine. The total production of 
placer gold in Idaho County before 190 11 Is unknown but has been 
estimated to be between $110,000,000 and $60,000,000. Between 1905 
and 1936 a total production of 101,351i ounces of placer gold was 
recorded (Lorain, S. H., and Metzger, 0. H., 1938, p. 8 .9). There 
was $l2,2lo in gold produced from placers along the Salmon River 
In 1936 (idem, p. 80).


Wildcat Placer Claim 


No detailed geololc map was made of' the underground workings on the 
Wildcat claim and the following Is from notes. The portal of the 
underground workings Is on the east .edge of U. S. Highway 95, about 
10 feet from the edge of the pavement. The average size of the drift 
is 1 x 7 feet. The first 90 feet (according to the application) is 
in bedrock (schist) (fig. 2). The contact with gravel and schist Is 
nearly vertical. A short drift to the south of the incline has ex-
plored the contact between gravel and schist. Boulders of granitic 
rock, schist, and basalt as large as 2 feet in diameter are abundant 
and probably constitute more than 50 percent of the gravel. Locally, 
much of the gravel is composed of smaller material, averaging 2 to 5 
inches in diameter. Sand collected from around boulders near bed-
rock on the west side of the drift was panned and several grains of 
gold, some as much as 2 mm across, were In the concentrate. 


The incline had been extended to another contact with bedrock and 
another short drift to the south had explored this contact (fig. 2). 
Where the bedrock is well exposed, it consists of iron-stained 
quartzose rock in which small potholes have been scoured. Drifting 
to the north showed that the bedrock did not persist In this direc-
tion. The applicant believes that this bedrock is part of a narrow 
ridge and that the central part of the gravel-filled channel is 
east of the bedrock ridge. An attempt to drift around the north end 
of the bedrock ridge encountered heavy ground and was not continued. 


An incline to the west or northwest from the bedrock ridge has been 
sunk an unknown distance. At the time of the examination it was 
partly filled with water. The applicant stated that the depth of 
water in the drift depended on the level of the Salmon River. 
Lorain and Metzger (1938, p. 81) report that there is a range of 
15 to 20 feet between the high- and low-water levels of the river. 


It seems probable that the gravel explored by the applicant t s under-
ground workings is in an old abandoned channel of the Salmon River 
and, as indicated on figure 1, might extend across the sharp bend 
in the present stream course. If this is true, the old channel 
probably connects with the Salmon River in the northwest part of
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sec. 26 or the NE corner of sec. 27 and is saturated by an inflow 
from the Salmon River in this area. It is not known if the bottom 
of the old channel IS at or above the normal level of the Salmon 	 ) 
River. Possibly, an impervious barrier across the old. channel 
near its confluence with the present stream would prevent flooding 
of the old channel,	 .	 . 


The applicant states that 35 cubic yeards of gravel from their under-
ground workings ran $6.00 per yard and yielded. 7 ounces of gold. I lv	 $ 
am not certain if these 35 yards of gravel included the coarse large 
boulders that constitute a large part of the gravel, for these 
boulders were generally removed separately from the rest of the 
gravel. Undoubtedly, gold occurs in the gravel as evidenced In the 
result of the panning of some of the sand. 


The applicant has estimated the width of the channel to be about 
1150 feet. He did not explain in his application how he arrived at 
this figure. I was not able, during the examination, to learn how 
the width of the channel was determined. 


APPLICANT'S METHOD OF "DRIFTING" 


The applicant described in detail the method used. in driving the 
drifts. In general, three men were employed. One man would work 
at the face and the other two removed the loosened rock from the 
drift. Periodically during the day, the men would alternate at 
their respective tasks. The sand around the boulders Is removed 
by using small scrapers and picks. In loosening sand around 
boulders in the back, a wood stull is tapped upward against the 
boulder until sand is loosened; the boulder is then pried down. 
All loosened rock is removed by wheelbarrow, Occasionally, a 
small amount of blasting powder is used to break some of the 
larger boulders. A small electric drill is used to make a hole 
in the rock for the powder. There are no timbers in the mine; 
wood stulls were used for temporary support of some of the lax'ger 
boulders, but these had been removed. Apparently, the gravel is 
well-cemented for the drifts have remained open without timber 
for nearly 20 years; the applicant did not deem it necessary to 
wear a hard hat during the examination • The average daily 
advance for three men in driving the drift was about 2 feet. 2 


APPLICANT'S PROPOSAL 


The applicant has proposed extending the drift an additional 750 
feet. This new work would explore the width of the channel and 
would explore high-grade Streaks along the length of the channel. 
The great depth of overburden makes it unfeasible to explore the 
channel by drilling from the surface. Total cost of the proposed 
work is $28,500 or $38 per foot. 


11.
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The general bearing of the proposed new work will be at right 
angles to the assumed trend of the old channel. Presuinably,.after 
the width of the channel is learned, the remaining work will follow 
the lowest part of the channel. The applicant has shown on a 
sketch map the general trend of the channel but did not document how 
the trend or width f the channel had been determined. 


DISCUSSION OF PROPOSAL 


There are two obvious problems to be solved if the applicant's pro-
posal were to be favorably considered; one would be to be able to 
systematically sample the deposit to determine the gold content 
of the placer and the other would be to prevent flooding by waters 
which seem to be related to the level of the Salmon River. I am 
not certain how either problem can be solved. 


If it were not for the water problem, one could possibly plan a 
crosscut in bedrock below the placer and from the crosscut drive 
raises to the base of the gravel. Mining could then proceed 
laterally from the raises. It seems very probable that flooding 
waters in the drifts in the gravel will gradually weaken the natural 
rock support and the workings will cave. Obviously, if the crosscut 
is below the placer, the flooding waters in the placer will cause 
drainage problems in the workings in bedrock. 


The sampling of the placer ahead of actual mining is a peculiar 
problem and the actual values in the placer might deviate greatly 
from that projected from values in the drift. Undoubtedly, the 
values will be in narrow paystreaks. Considerable work in the 
placer will be necessary before one could reasonably predict the 
extent of paystreaks crossed by the exploration. 


The minimum value of ore from which royalty would be obtained to 
repay the Government's exploration cost in the project proposed by 
the applicant is $28,500 x 75% x 20 or $1427,500. 


If one can assume, very optimistically, that the pay zone will be 
30 yards wide, 1 yard thick, and 1100 yards long (the claim is 1,320 
feet or 11 110 yards long), it would include a total of 12,000 cubic 
yards. This volume of pay dirt in the placer would have to yield 
about 1 ounce of gold per yard to equal the above minimum calculated 
value of $1i.27,500 as a target for the proposed exploration. It 
seems that such a high gold content for the placer is not reasonable.







.	 . 


CONCIAJS IONS 


There is an old abandoned, gravel-filled channel of the Salmon 
River on the Wildcat Placer claim. Placer gold occurs near bed.-
rock. The width of the channel is not known. Water saturates the 
lover part of. the channel and its level is dependent on the level 
of the Salmon River. Drifts driven in the lover part of the channel 
will be flooded periodically by the water. It seems unfeasible to 
explore the gravel by drilling through the thick overburden which 
overlies it and it is probably not feasible to crosscut in bedrock 
and drive raises to explore the placer. The total value of gold in 
the placer to be explored by the proposed work is probably less 
than that necessary to repay, by 5 percent royalty, the Government's 
share of the exploration work. It is recommended, therefore, that 
the application be denied. 


Enclosures 
Distribption: 


OME ' 
usGs(sRo) 
Docket 
Puffett
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RMAIL 


To:	 Fi.ld Officer, RegIon I 


From:	 Chief, Office of Minerals E*pior*tion 


Date ,urnome Code 


6/61 120 
(on leave) 120 


110 


çj 220 


L2OM


/63


ri
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


Subject: ONE4693 (Gold) 
Waiter E. Undsey, et al. 
Wildcat Placer 
idaho Couity, Idaho 


We are referrug the subject application to you 'for further study, 
a field aZamiiiatton, if requfted, and recosmieudaton$. 


The Applicant has proposed a progrm consitin$ of 750 feet of 
drifting to explore for commercial quantities of gold on the Wildcat 
placer property. However, no geologic evidence has been provided to 
support the proposed project, and according to the Applicant, is 
attsapts to obtain such data have been unsucc.ssfwt. Thgrefore, 
further correspondence with the Applicant is a futile exercise 
because an on-site e*amination wild be. required to determine whether 
geological Conditions Indicate that an exploration target is present. 


We note the Applicant's Cosnt that placers down stream from the 
Wildcat property apparently have been mined with reasonable success, 
but further Information regarding these operations is not given. 


The estimated 'cost for drIfting seems somewhat lov in comparison 
with similar work in the area. Costs for assaying, supervision" 
engineering were not included in the estimate. 


FRANK E. JOHNSON



Frank I. Johnson 


EnclOsure 


cc: Director!8 Reading File 
Division File 
Economic Geology File 


File 
ONE Reading File 
Hr. Peterson 
130 


ECPeterson/bs 1	 2/26/68'
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Date	 Surname	 Code 


/37i 'f.	 120 - tfl
120 
ilo 


220 


I ..	 __ 
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Mr. Walter *. Lindøsy 
P. '0. $o* 213: 
arsng.vti1., Idaho •53O 


• OI-6693 (o14) 
Walter E. Linds*y, at .1. 
Wi14at P1*csr 
la Co*it , Idaho 


Dear Mr. Lindsey: 


This will sCowledge receipt of your letter of February 19:, 1961, socloSing additional infot**tjo in support of the subject 
applicatjon for *$*tltanc.. 


Th. applicatIon Ia now being referred to Mr. D. I. N&•iaren held Officer, *eion 1, OffIce of Minerals Ixplorstion, U.S. Geological Survey, LS. Courthouse, Rocs 656, West 920 
Riverside Avenue, spokane, WaShington 99201.	 S 


Mr. MecLaren 4U notify you if he requires additionSi inforastion and to $mnge for *n on'site examination of the property, if 
necetSary.	 • 


:, Sincerely yor* 


FRANK JO!NO T 


Frank E. Sóhuoti 
Chief, Office of 
Minerals i'iorition 


cc: Director ! s Reading File 
Division File 
Economic Geology File 


(c-ONE File 
ONE Reading File 
Mr. Peterson. 
Region I 


ECPetérson/bsl	 2/23/68
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FEB 2j 1968 


Mr.Frenk E, Johnson	 INsTi 
Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration 
United States Department of the Interior 
Geological Stuey 
Washington D.C. 20242	 1' 


Re: OME-6693 (Gold) 
Walter E, Lindsey, et , 


Wildcat Placer 
Idaho County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Johnson: 


In.reply to your letter dated February 5,1968 we will offer 
the following explanations per your request: 


Year around basis requirements 


We can commit ourselves on year around basis and work 
diligently, efficently in a workman like manner and in 
accordance with good mining standards to fulfill any 
contract stipulations, 


Assurance of Partnership 


The partnership can furnish its share of the costs in 
the event an exploration contract is let without pay for 
90 days with the assurance payment will be forthcoming 
fzom the Government, 


Geologic Evidence 
We have tried to obtain any geological informating from 
the Bureau of Mines, University of Idaho, in Moscow Idaho 
on the high placer bars on the Salmon River and cannot 
obtain any geologists reports on these bars, 


Sample and Assay Data 
We placed 35 yeards ofgravel in a bunker for measurement 


purpbses and this ran 6,00 a yard and produced 7 ounces of 
gold, 


Width of Channel 
As described in last letter this pay streak is a slop-over 


from thehigh rim which paralles down the center of the river, 
We have figured this width of channel to be about 450 feet 
wide. There is 400 feet of overburden onbedrock, We own 
1320 feet long of this unexØored channel, 


Thickness of Paystreak 


We have drifted along 120 feet of this pay streak, and 
sunk 14 foot shaft s We have not explored far enough to 


determine actual length of pay streak, What our pmposal is
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2. 


in our new exploration tunnel is to explore the back side of this hi 
reef of bedrock and drift along the short side of the river,. 


Sincerely yours, 


Walter E, Lindsey 
Box2]3 
Grangeville, Idaho 83530
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January 31, 1968 


Mr. Walter E. Lindsey 
Box213 
Crangeville, Idaho 83530


Subject. OME6693 


Dear Mr. Lindsey: 


Your application for: exploration assistance, dated 
January 8, 1968, submitted to our office at Spokane, 
Washington, has been assigned Docket No. O6693. 


Please identify all future córrèspondence relaui 
to your application by this docket number 


Sincerely yours, 


Frank E. Johnson 
Chief, Office of 
Minerals EXploration 
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