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8 UNITED STATES
@ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS EXPLORATION

Pursuant to Public Law 85—'[.91 (72 Stat. 700; 30 U.S.C. 641) \)

NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address-as they should
appear on contract if one is executed.)

APPLICANT DO NOT USE THIS BLOCK

‘Walter E,Lindsey, Gerald A, Lindsey,

and Thomas J, Lindsey
Box 213 : '
Grangsville, Idaho 83520

DOCKET NUMBER

L9
‘\3\]\@

DATE RECEIVED

REGION

DIVISION CODE
. *

SUSINESS ORGANIZATION

LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE

(Check one) NAME _ ADDRESS ) TITLE
Walter E, Lindsey  Box 213 Grangeville,Idaho 1/3 partner
INDIVIDUAL Gerald A, Lindsey Whitebird, Idaho .-~ 1/3 partner
CORPORATION Thomas J, Lindsey  Whitebird, Idaho 1/3 partner
PARTNERSHIP X : .
oTner (Specify) ' N
STATE IN WHICH FIRM IS
ORGANIZED Idaho _
MINERAL(S) FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO EXPLORE PROPERTY LOCATION
Gold NAME ‘ COUNTY STATE
ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT Wildeat Placer Idaho Idaho

s 28,000,00

Before filling out this application, please read the OME
Regulations for Obtaining I-Pedeml Assistance in Financing
Explorations for Mineral Reserves (30 CFR Chap. IllI), To
assure prompt action, your application must provide all
-applicable material and information specified on the back
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence
and delays by submitting complete and accurate information.
Please submii two copies of this application and all_accom-
_panying papers: except as otherwise noted, Place your name

““and address on each sheet. .Each item of information, maps,
and reports required as a part of this application is described
on the back of this form. Identify each attached statement
by the item number to which it applies. If an item does not
apply to your application, show the item number on your state-
ment and after it write ‘‘not applicable,’” Maps or sketches

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

should be used to supplement narrative descriptions of the
property location and boundaries in item 2, existing mine
workings and geology in item 3, and the proposed exploration
work in item S. When this information is not too complex,
all of it may be shown on one map or sketch, All documents
and other attachments submitted as a part of this application,
except those in item 3(g) which you mark to be returned,
‘become the property of the Governmernt and will not be re-
turned to the applicant. Send true copies, nof originals, of
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of your business records. File this application
with the Office. of Minerals Exploration, Department of the
Interioy, Wd3HE wxmxmuwxwmmxxm
FSEEXOFFeX Washington, D. C., 20242, or with
. .the nearest OME Field Office.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer,
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting'
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth
in this form and accompanying papers is correct and com-

-

January 8,1968

DATED

plete, to the best of his knowledge and belief, and that
he would not -ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration
under current conditions and circumstances at his sole

M%ﬁ% |

B ;’(Sn'gnature) /

4 /N o

A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the 'Un'ited States Government is a criminal offense.

U.-S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001,






INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLICATION

1. Financial Eligibility:

(a) Submit -evidence of efforts made-within 90 days pre-
ceding the filing of this .application to obtain'¢redit from
your bank of account and at least one ‘other banking institu-
tion or other private source of credit. Such evidence shall
include true copies of correspondence which show: (1) date
of loan réquest, (2) amount and terms requested, (3) pro-
posed use of loan funds, and (4) the replies from credit
sources, If the loan was offered under terms_which you con-
sider unreasonable, state why you consider them so.

(b) List names and addresses of affiliated, parent, or
controlling companies or organizations and state exteat and
nature of their interest,

(c) State how you propose to furnish your share of the

cost of the exploration work, :

2. Applicant’s Rights in Land:

(a) State your interest in the land and mineral rights,
whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other.
If you are not the owner, submit one true copy .of the lease,
contract, or other document (with address of owner) under
which you control the property, Describe all liens, mort- ~
gages, or other encumbrances.on the land and state book and -
page number and official place where recorded,

(b) State the legal description (section, township, and
range; metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the
land upon which you wish to explore and all adjacent land
which you own or control. Describe any part. of the land or
workings' which should not be subject to Government royalty
and liens. If the land consists of unpatented claims, state
book and page number for each recorded location - notice,
including amended locations, and official place where re-
corded. State all the names by which you know the property.

(c) For all land or mineral rights encumbered or not owned,
submit five copies of Lien and Subordination Agreements on
MME Form 52. If the agreements cannot be obtained, state
reasons and provide copies of letters of refusal.

L

‘3. Physical Description:

(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches
all mining or exploration operations which you know have been
or aré being conductéd upon the land. Include existing mine
workings and all production facilities. . :

. oy
(b) State your interest, if ‘any, in operations descfib'ed
in (a) o T i
(c) State, if you know, the past and current production,
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets,
mine -records, or published data if available,

(d) Describe known ore reserves, giving Quantities and
grades and sampling methods used, Support your statement
~ with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if available.

(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geo-
logic features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic
formations if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded,
etc.). : . :

(f) State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if
you have sampled the area you propose to explore, show
where the samples were taken, describe sampling methods.
used, and provide copies of assay certificates,

(g) Send with your application at least two copies of all’
geologic or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic
information- which you have, indicating whether you require
their return, .

4. Accessibility of Property:

(a) To aid the OME representative who may’ examine the
property, state name and address of person who will meet him; -
give directions for reaching the property; and describe ac-
cessibility of property and of any mine workings.

(b) Name the shipping -and supply points and state the
distances to the property.

5. Exploration Work:

(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration work
individual footages and sizes of opemu‘v each

-

giving, ,
item of

. -
]

N

<

work. Use narrative, maps, plans, and sections as neces-
sary. Show location of the proposed work as. related to geo-
logic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts “of
rock formations, etc. Show also .the relation of the proposed
.work to any existing mine workings and to land boundaries
"or to the closest identifiable corner. :

(b) If an!access road must be built, show the pidposed
focation on the property map and state the length, type and
construction methods proposed.

(c) If an OME contract is executed, state how soon there-
.after work would be started and finished, State your antici-
pated average deily or monthly rate of progress for each-type
of work, . ‘ . :

6. Experience:

State your operating experience and background'to conduct
this exploration work and also that of the person who will
‘supervise the work. )

7. Estimate of Costs:
-Fumnish detailed estimates of the necessary costs for each

item of thé work proposed im"S(a) urider ‘the -headings listed
below with a total for each heading and the estimated total
cost of the work. Costs for any work to be performed by an
independent contractor should be listed - separately under
category (a) below, Costs for any work that is not to be pers
formed by an independent contractor should be listed under

categaries (b) through (g).

~’-(a) Independent contracts, ‘State the total cost of any pro-
posed independent contract for all or any part of the work,
and "the number of units and the unit cost for each type of
work, _such as per. foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per
.hour. of bulldozer operations, or per, cubic yard of material
“foved, Cost estimates should be supported by bids from
three contractors if possible. (Note—If none of the work is
to be contracted, write ‘‘none’’ after this item,)

- (b) Personal services. The cost of supervision, engineer-
ing and geological services, outside consultants, and labor
should be ‘itemized by numbers and’classes of employees;
rates of wages, salaries or fees; and periods of employment.
State whether these services are available,

. (c) Operating materials and supplies. List items of mate- .
" rial and supplies. giving quantity and cost of each.: Include
under this heading power, water, and fuel, and units of equip-

ment and tools costing less than $50 each, 7 .. ,

(d) Operating equipment.” List items of equipment and tools
costing $50 or more per unit. Give specifications and indicate
how each item is to be acquired—i.e,, rented, purchased or
providéd by the applicant. If rented or purchased, state the
estimated rental or purchase price. If furnished by the appli-
cant, state condition and present fair market value,

(é) Initial rehabilitation and repairs, Describe the type and
the cost of imitial rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings,
fixtures, installations (exclusive .of mine workings), -and
movable operating equipment now owned by the applicant
which will be used in the exploration work., .

(f) New buildings, fixtures, ‘installations. - Describe each,
building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased,
constructed, or installed for the exploration work, stating
‘ specifications and cost including labor, materials, and super
- vision. . ‘ .

(¢) Miscellaneous, Describe the type and estimate the
cost of repairs and maintenance of the operating equipment
listed in 7(d). Do not repeat initial repairs listed in 7(e).
Show also the costs of analytical work, accounting, work-
med’s compensation and employees’ liability insurance,
payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall within
the previous categories, { Note—~The Governmaat will not cone
tribute to costs incurred before the date of the contract, or
to costs of or incident to: (1) acquiring, using, or possessing
land and any existing improvements, facilities, buildings, in-
stallations, and appurtenances, or the depreciation and
depletion thereof; (2) general overhead, corporate management,
interest and taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes); (3) in-
surance (other than employees’ liability insurance); and
(4) damages to persons or property- (other than authorized
repair to or_replacement ‘of equipment or other property used

in the work):]

I . SEC., WASH., D.C
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INFORMATION REQUIRED ON APPLICATION
FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS
EXPLORATION

We prepese to furnish our share of the cost by using and starting in the
face of the 750 foot tunnel we already have driven,

We the following Walter E, Lindsey, Gerald A, Lindsey and Thomas J, Llndsey
are sole owners of the property, The property is free from all loands and
nortgages, :

The property is located on highway 195 seven miles north of Rigglns Idaho
all of Lot six (6) Section thwenty-three (23) Township twenty-five (25) Range
one Eastef the Boise Merdian,, Idahc County, Idaho, This property has had a

Geododical survey the survey shows 39,49 acres, : : . y

It is recorded in Grangeville, Idaho as the Wildcat Placer Book Number 11 B ébs g@ﬁ
and on page 123, There is no backlog or history on the property, ﬂ;lww ﬁ;
d’ w
This is a high river placer bar with about 400 foot of overburden on bedrock
The bars'down river were all minded and had high paying course gold pay stripes }’&Mf~
on them, ~ 4

This bar that we own and the place that we are developing has not been minded .
for 2600 feet, The tunnel is located on the short side of the rive and on
the short side of the river is the side gold makes it run or deposits on,
plus the surface shows that we are going into a large eddy, /*Uff“jg;

I, Walter E, Lindsey will supervise the work, I have worked and driven 800 feet
of this type of tumnel in the past eight years, I feel well oual fied to conduct
this type of a job,

- If this contract is executed we would like to obtain the money as soon as Ly
possible and start the work this winter and then do the work each 6 months
of the winter for the next two winters thereafter,

In the past our costs have been $38,00 a foot for driving this type of tunnel,
The following is an itemized list of the cost of driving at this rate,

Erection of a small electric ore car.....$900000 » ;gi:ijg
’ A
"

Powder caps and fuSeS...e.eeecosceccscess 236,00 ,/
ElectriCity PGB GH GNP GO ISRADOICSIGELEEOGESIOETRIS 144000 s
1000 Foot of Electric Wiring....ceeeeeses 650,00 , \\w’ o &
Electric jack hanmer drills,.eceeecesesss 000,00 (16inch) v

Steel for drill.ooo-ooiuo.cno.-ohonv-oroo 140000
Carbide bits For 5t86l.e.ectercascscscsss 220,00
Small tools, shovels, picks, hammers,

pinch bars, and pry barS,...eeesceececess 80,00
Expense for sharpsning to0ls...ececeeeses 240,00
Laborl‘......'t..t'lO..Q.I...O.Q.llglo..25’300Qoo

We propose to drive an extended 750 foot of tunnel to the existing 4x7,250 foot
tunnel, ' ‘ |

Your representative can centact Walter E, Lindsey at Bax 213 Grangeville Idahc y
rhona number 983-0154 after 6 in the evening, Yours trul /29
Dt 8 S2 A,
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Deeenmber 26,1967

Fr, Harriman Henxy
First Security Bank
Grangevills, Idaho

Dear Mr, Henry,

%e, Thomas J, Lindsey Gorald A, Lindsey and Walter E, Lindsey
would like to borrow $28, 500 to drive a 750 foot tunnel to develop
our Wildeat placer mining claim consisting of 39,49 surveyed acres
losated 7 miles north of Riggins, Idsho on Highway 95.

If you should submit this lczan we have agreed to pay the loan
back at the rate of $200,00 per mnth plus interest,

Yours 'tnﬂ.y,
VA oo f

T T - -
S A o T A
F A . ¢

Walter B, Lindsey
Representative for
Thomas J,,Gerald A, and “’e’alter E. Linsey

December 26,1967

Fr, Floyd Swanson
Bark of Cextral Idaho
Grangeville, Idsho

Dear Mr. Swenson

Ve, Thomes dJ, Linﬁsw Gersld &, Llindsey and ¥Walter E, Lindsey
would like to borrow 828, 500 to drive a 750 foot tunnel to develop
the Wildeat placer minina clainm consieting of 39,49 surveyed acres
loceted 7 miles north of Riggins, Idehe on Highway 95,

I yoe should submit this lqan we have agreed to pay the lean
back at the rate of $200,00 pexr momth plus 3Interest,

Yowss truly,

Walter B, Lindsey ‘
Rerrasentative for
Thocas J, Gerald A, and Walter E, Lindsey






Dec. 28, 1967

- | i
Mr. Walter E, Lindsey R (
Box 213 _ I

Grangeville, Idaho o z:f:j:;:f' A
Dear Mr, Lindsey: : pe | N

We have re¢ceived your iotter‘o
loan in the amount of $28,500,00 % ﬁovalop yop
claim seven miles north of Riggina./

We regret to inform you that t;;E\d

loan that we can handle,
loan,

8 not appear to be a
ecline to nake the

HTHsem
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., , u. : " OFFICIAL FILE COPY

[ ) Date Syrname Code
8/ !0/68 6/‘%’)\. 120
v | K 120
M| 110
s ) ouen | 220
3/o (| Fodhr
¥r. Wslter E. Lindsey | 110
220

». 0. Box 213

Gravgeville, Ydahe 83530 .
" Re: OME-6693 (Gold) -
. Walter X. Lindeey, et al.
wildcat Placer
Idahe Couvaty, ldshe

A earefnl stedy »f your applimtion for financisl assistance to
explers the swbject propexrty and of other information availsble
te us imdicates that the predability of dfsclosing significant
ore ressrves on the preperty s et sufficiently promising to
justify Covernment participation in the propened exploratisn.
Accerdingly, we Tregret to {uferm you that your sppliicatien for
assistance is denied. ‘

We wish to thank yeu for yeur fnterest in the miversis exploration

program sod fer bringlag yeur preperty to our attentiocn.
| $£mr§ly- yours, '

. FRANK E. JOHNSON

Frank E. Jehnson
Chief, Office of
M¥inerals Exploration

cc: Director's Reading File
Economic Geology File
¢t ‘OME Docket
OME Reading File
Region I
Mr. Peterson
130

ECPeterson/sbl 8/20/68






, ‘ ' OFFICIAL FILE COPY
. » ‘ . . Date Surname Code

M@ Form7 - 8f20/68 L4 1120]
(2/63) o o . I a1
| | | ' N . 8%&9 L4y 110
August 20, 1968 : : T
Hemorgndum | , .
o merse T
From:  Edward C. Peterson f 120M

Subject: OME-6693 (Gold)
: Walter E. Lindsey, et al,
Wildcat Placer
Idaho County, Idaho

Justification for Denial of Application :

The OME field examiner found no geologic evidence on the property
to indicate that further exploration was warranted. He concluded
that the probability of discovering any significant ore reserves
with the proposed exploration was too remote to Justify Government
. participation in the work. ‘

Available informatian suggests that any reserves that may exist on
the property are limited to small gold-bearing streaks scattered in
the gravel of the old river channel with 1little economic potential,

I concur with the examiner and recommend that the application for

assistance be denied. o
Zo. OC gﬁm\_

Edward C. Pete;son

~ce: Director's Reading File
) -Economic Geology File
' »“OME Docket '
'OME Reading File

_ Mr. Peterson

~ ECPeterson/bsl .8/26/68






B .igiiﬁsjoq‘ a

T
e g

f
W

\oghe

8698 .08 Seuguh

Mmsmsﬁaﬂ :
b
MME FORM 6 ‘ REFERENCE SLIP o
REV. 2-59  OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION ‘33
|To: Chief, -OME DATE | INITIALS

8/6/68 ud

Re: OME-6695 (Gold)
Walter B, Lindsey, et al,

Wildcat Placer
Idaho County, Idaho

o 3sixns yen
ok haxsissoe

o o Vi |
A [, /7)4@7/%,__ > gwj
' q of D. R. Maclaren I L <D pei!
- 93TeqORG 25V . h ‘
bobulonoo ofFROM: Field Officer, Reg. I | . 3;

: 3
ASYINEDL 9 o

riomrrrovod ¢|FOR: Check items for action desired

|2 Action  ____ Reply for signature of____ 21 o
"|_____ Approval

- ¥ol mokdsay”

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C, M56300-62

Investigate Surname ’ﬁ@
Comment Recommendations Signature 'ﬁg
Conference Rewrite File ?53""
Instructions Your_ information i
REMARKS: Transmittal of on-site examination b I

report recommending denial. I concur with pes
the recommendation. :

sed a8t T
oli% goibsoll -HMO-
- sioese3ed LI
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Memorandum B B
To: Field Officer, OME, Region I ;:'7r::_5:f;‘.5;3f5;;;¢;,;3;

(ﬂ‘ h.;. ,,.(ESO
From: Willard P. Puffett, Geologist (M- ) S0 M

P | ' e

‘ UNITED STATES '
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
U. 8. Court House, Rm. 656 P x e
W. 920 Riverside Avenue S =
Spokane, Washington 99201 5 SN ‘

August 6, 1968 A

Subject: On-site Examination - ' é¥£gf
OMB-6695 (Gold) . e kLen ’l@i.ﬂ

Walter B. Lindsey, et al. LR dr2p—
Wildcat Placer G :
Idaho County, Idaho : ////

INTRODUCTION

gravels on the east side of the Salmon River about 7 miles north of
Riggins, Idaho. He has explored part of these gravels by driving
an inclined "drift" east from the edge of U, S. Highway 95 through
bedrock and into the east side of the gravel-filled channel. Fairly
coarse gold can be panned from the sand around boulders near bed-
rock. The proposed exploration will cut across the assumed long
dimension of the channel and will define the richest part of the
gravel, The drift is about 250 feet long and the proposal is to
extend it 750 feet. : '

o

3xod

The applicant proposes to explore a placer gold deposit in bench {‘“‘*
|
L

I examined the underground workings on the Wildcat Placer on
Saturday, July 13, 1968. Mr. Walter E. Lindsey and Mr. Tucker
Lindsey directed me through the underground vorkings, panned samples
of the gravel, and explained their method of mining. About 2% hours
vere spent on the property.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUMMARY

It is recommended that the application be denied. The work that has
been completed shows that gold occurs in the gravel near bedrock,
The gravel is probably part of an old channel of the Salmon River.
The lower part of the inclined "drift" becomes flooded when the level
of the Salmon River raises. The proposed extension of the drift
will be into ground that will be below or near the normal level of
the Salmon River, Lorain=:(1938, p. 81) reports that there is a
range of 15 to 20 feet between the high- and low-water levels of

the river. It thus appears probable that much of the lower workings
would be in danger of annual flooding. Little now is known of the
actual width of the o0ld channel of the Salmon River. The proposed






exploration will probably find rig«agold-bear1ng¢streaks«in,ﬁhev.
channel, but there seems little probability of. finding a. significant
‘ore body that canibe successfully mined. The placer is buried by

"300-500 Teet of colluvium and it does not seem feasible to explore

it by drilling vertical holes from the surface.
PROPERTY

The applicant's property is the Wildcat Placer claim in lot 6, sec.
23, T. 25 N., R. 1 E., Idaho County, Idaho and is recorded on page
123, book 11 at Grangeville, Idaho. An inclined “"drift", the portal
of which is adjacent to U, S. Highway 95, has been driven eastward
through bedrock to gravel, and about 200 feet of "drift" has explored
the gravel (fig. 2). The rock removed in the drifting was transported
by wheelbarrow across U. S. Highway 95 and dumped along the steep
eastern banks of the Salmon River. The hillslope rises steeply above
the portal and there is probably about 300 to 500 feet of cover above
the easternmost of the underground workings. A pover line crosses .
the property a few hundred feet east of the portal. From this power
line, the applicant obtained electricity to operate small electric
drills and for the electric lights he strung through his workings
vhen he was "drifting." U. S. Highway 95 and the eastern edge of the
Salmon River crosses the northwest corner of the claim. There are

no buildings on the property.

GEOLOGY
General

The bedrock in the vicinity of the Wildcat Placer claim is schistose,
silicic tuff of Paleozoic or Mesozoic age that has been named the
Fiddle Creek Schist (Hamilton, W., 1963, p. 18). Lorain: and
Metzger (1938, p. 82) report that there are many quartz veins and
stringers in the schist, but few, if any, of the veins contain gold.
They report that quartz veins in granite about 10 miles above (sic)
Riggins, Idaho (7 miles south of the Wildcat Placer claim) are

gold bearing. A generalized map of the area in the vicinity of the

Wildcat Placer claim is shown in figure 1.

Lorainz and Metzger (1938, p. 79-91) have described in detail the
geology of the gold placer deposits along Salmon River in Idaho
County, Idaho. They describe bench gravels in 0ld river channels
that are from 15 to 200 feet above the present level of thé Salmon
River. In these gravels the gold is largely concentrated on or
near bedrock. The gravel in some of the old stream channels is
more than 100 feet thick but may be as much as 200 feet thick,
Many of the gravel benches are covered with a capping of topsoil
and talus.






The placer gold of the lower Salmon River occurs mostly in very fine
grains, although rarely nuggets worth $2.50 to $3.00 have been
found. The gold is from 825 to 865 fine. The total production of
placer gold in Idaho County before 1904 is unknown but has been
estimated to be between $40,000,000 and $60,000,000. Between 1905

.and 1936 a total production of 101,35k ounces of placer gold was

recorded (Lorain, S. H., and Metzger, 0. H., 1938, p. 8-9). There
vas $42,210 in gold produced from placers along the Salmon River

in 1936 (idem, p. 80).

Wildcat Placer Claim

No detailed geologic map was made of the underground vorkings on the
Wildcat claim and the following is from notes. The portal of the
underground workings is on the east edge of U. S. Highway 95, about
10 feet from the edge of the pavement. The average size of the drift
is b x 7 feet. The first 90 feet (according to the application) is
in bedrock (schist) (fig. 2). The contact with gravel and schist is

‘nearly vertical. A short drift to the south of the incline has ex-

plored the contact between gravel and schist. Boulders of granitic
rock, schist, and basalt as large as 2 feet in diameter are abundant
and probably constitute more than 50 percent of the gravel, Locally,
much of the gravel is composed of smaller material, averaging 2 to 5
inches in diameter. Sand collected from around boulders near bed-
rock on the west side of the drift was panned and several grains of
gold, some as much as 2 mm across, were in the concentrate.

The incline had been extended to another contact with bedrock and
another short drift to the south had explored this contact (rig. 2).
Where the bedrock is well exposed, it consists of iron-stained
quartzose rock in vhich small potholes have been scoured. Drifting
to the north showed that the bedrock did not persist in this direc-
tion. The applicant believes that this bedrock is part of a narrow
ridge and that the central part of the gravel-filled channel is

east of the bedrock ridge. An attempt to drift around the north end
of the bedrock ridge encountered heavy ground and was not continued.

An incline to the west or northwest from the bedrock ridge has been
sunk an unknown distance. At the time of the examination it was
partly filled with water. The applicant stated that the depth of
water in the drift depended on the level of the Salmon River.
Lorain and Metzger (1938, p. 81) report that there is a range of

15 to 20 feet between the high- and low-water levels of the river,

It seems probable that the gravel explored by the applicant's under-
ground workings is in an old abandoned channel of the Salmon River

-and, as indicated on figure 1, might extend across the sharp bend

in the present stream course., If this is true, the 0ld channel
probably connects with the Salmon River in the northwest part of

3.





sec, 26 or the NE corner of seé. 27 and is saturated by an inflow
from the Salmon River in this area. It is not known if the bottom

of the old channel is at or above the normal level of the Salmon ‘/ééj/
River. Possibly, an impervious barrier across the old channel i
near its confluence with the present stream would prevent flooding f’J; N
of the old channel, S b ~$ﬁ
‘ , : 1
The applicant states that 35 cubic yeards of gravel from their under- C N

ground workings ran $6.00 per yard and yielded 7 ounces of gold. I N’g %ﬁ
%

am not certain if these 35 yards of gravel included the coarse large
boulders that constitute a large part of the gravel, for these
boulders were generally removed separately from the rest of the
gravel., Undoubtedly, gold occurs in the gravel as evidenced in the
result of the panning of some of the sand.

'The applicant has estimated the width of the channel to be about

450 feet. He did not explain in his application how he arrived at
this figure. I was not able, during the examination, to learn how
the width of the channel was determined.

APPLICANT'S METHOD OF "DRIFTING"
The applicant described in detail the method used in driving the

drifts. In general, three men vere employed. One man would work
at the face and the other two removed the loosened rock from the

" drift. Periodically during the day, the men would alternate at

their respective tasks., The sand around the boulders is removed
by using small scrapers and picks. In loosening sand around
boulders in the back, a wood stull is tapped upward against the
boulder until sand is loosened; the boulder is then pried down.
All loosened rock is removed by wheelbarrow. Occasionally, a
small amount of blasting powder is used to break some of the
larger boulders. A small electric drill is used to make a hole
in the rock for the powder. There are no timbers in the mine;
wood stulls were used for temporary support of some of the larger
boulders, but these had been removed. Apparently, the gravel is
vwell-cemented for the drifts have remained open without timber
for nearly 20 years; the applicant did not deem it necessary to
vear & hard hat during the examination. The average daily
advance for three men in driving the drift was about 2 feet. 7

APPLICANT'S PROPOSAL

The applicant has proposed extending the drift an additional 750

feet. This new work would explore the width of the channel and-

would explore high-grade streaks along the length of the channel.
The great depth of overburden makes it unfeasible to explore the

channel by drilling from the surface. Total cost of the proposed
work is $28,500 or $38 per foot.

.






The general bearing of the proposed new work will be at right

angles to the assumed trend of the old channel. Presumably,. after
the width of the channel is learned, the remaining work will follow
the lowest part of the channel. The applicant has shown on a

sketch map the general trend of the channel but did not document how
the trend or width 6f the channel had been determined.

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSAL

~ There are two obvious problems to be solved if the applicant's pro-

posal were to be favorably considered; one would be to be able to
systematically sample the deposit to determine the gold content
of the placer and the other would be to prevent flooding by waters
which seem to be related to the level of the Salmon River. I am '
not certain how either problem can be solved. ~

If it were not for the water problem, one could possibly plan a
crosscut in bedrock below the placer and from the crosscut drive
raises to the base of the gravel, Mining could then proceed
laterally from the raises. It seems very probable that flooding
vaters in the drifts in the gravel will gradually weaken the natural
rock support and the workings will cave. Obviously, if the crosscut
is below the placer, the flooding waters in the placer will cause
drainage problems in the workings in bedrock.

The sampling of the placer ahead of actual mining is a peculiar
problem and the actual values in the placer might deviate greatly
from that projected from values in the drift. Undoubtedly, the
values will be in narrow paystreaks. Considerable work in the
placer will be necessary before one could reasonably predict the
extent of paystreaks crossed by the exploration.

The minimum value of ore from which royalty would be obtained to
repay the Government's exploration cost in the project proposed by
the applicant is $28,500 x 75% x 20 or $427,500.

If one can assume, very optimistically, that the pay zone will be

30 yards wide, 1 yard thick, and 400 yards long (the claim is 1,320
feet or LLO yards long), it would include a total of 12,000 cubic
yards. This volume of pay dirt in the placer would have to yield
about 1 ounce of gold per yard to equal the above minimum calculated
value of $427,500 as a target for the proposed exploration., It
seems that such a high gold content for the placer is not reasonable.






CONCLUSIONS

There is an old abandoned, gravel-filled channel of the Salmon
River on the Wildcat Placer claim. Placer gold occurs near bed-
rock, The width of the channel is not known. Water saturates the
lover part of the channel and its level is dependent on the level
of the Salmon River., Drifts driven in the lower part of the channel
will be flooded periodically by the water. It seems unfeasible to
explore the gravel by drilling through the thick overburden which
overlies it and it is probably not feasible to crosscut in bedrock
and drive raises to explore the placer. The total value of gold in
the placer to be explored by the proposed work is probably less

than that necessary to repay, by 5 percent royalty, the Government's
share of the exploration work. It is recommended, therefore, that
the application be denied.

Enclosures

Distribution:
OME
USGS(SRO)
Docket
Puffett
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B Grangevint, Idsho 85530

WPPuffett:/}s
_"c_c: OME

- GEOIOGICAL SURVEY S : HURY
U. 8. Court House, Rm. 656 A ey
- W, 920 Riverside Avenue . @ i
Spokane, Vashington 99201,,. .
J\lly 15, 1968 . S

Mr, Walter E Lindsey
P. 0. Box 213 '

" Re: m-ssgs (Gold) A
- Walter E. Lindsey, etétlu-éwm/ZV
Wildeat Placer :
1dabo Connty, Ida.ho

Dear Mr. Lindsay.

You might be mterested in learnmg that the pheer gold deposits
near your Wildcat claim are described in U. S. Buresu of Mines
Information Circular Mo. I1C 70253. We have this pudlication in
our lidbrary and possibly the University of Idaho hss s copy.

The report was pudblished in June 1958 » 801 écubt that copies
for distribution are amnnble. " .

mpcerelj, yours, .

Uillard P. Puffett
Geolegitt '

Director s Reading File
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. ‘ , " OFFICIAL FILE COPY

. Date urnaome Code
. 6 ' i
2/p6/64 Vs 120
(on leawe)|120
110
AIRMAIL
. FEB 2 g 1959 H s
To: Field Officer, Region I | : | vy CAN~ :
From:  Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration | 120y

Subject: OME~6693 (Gold) :
' Walter E, Lindsey, et als’
‘Wildcat Placer
I1daho County, Idaho

We are referring the subject application' to you for furthef study,
a field examination, if required, and recommendations,

The Applicant has proposed a program consisting of 750 feet of
drifting to explore for commercial quantities of gold on the Wildeat
placer property, However, uno geologic evidence has been provided to
support the proposed project, and according to the Applicant, his
attempts to obtain such data have been unsuccessful. Therefore,
further correspondence with the Applicant is a futile exercise

because an on~site examination would be required to determine whether
geological conditions indicate that an exploration target is present.

We rote the mlicant"a comment that p‘!aééﬂ down stream from the
Wildcat property spparently have been mined with reasonable success,

- but further inforwmation regarding these operations is not given,

The estimated cost for drifting seems somewhat low in comparison
with similar work in the ares, Costs for assaying, supervision-
engineering were not included in the estimate.

FRANK E. JOHNSON - Q} -
Prank E. Johnson &

Enclosure

cc: Director's Reading File
Division File
Economic Geology File
wOME File '
OME Reading File
Mre Peterson
130

ECPeterson/bsl - 2/26/68






. e | ' . OFFICIAL FILE COPY
- . ‘ Dntel Surname | Code

2/p3768 (), —_|120
T 120
110
Aman o | ~ 26198
Mr, Walter X, Lindsey ,
P. 0. Box 213 | | , 220
Grangeville, Idsho 83530 | B I 120M
Re: OME-6693 (Cold) - ”
Walter E, uﬂdm, et al,
Wildeat Placer
I1daho Comnty, Idsho "
‘Dear Mr, Lindsey: | | ~ | ‘\\
This vill acknowledge receipt of your letter of Februry 19, 1968, | 3

enctosing additional fnformation in support of the subject
applicatfon for assistance. - .
The application 1s now being referred to Mr, D. R. Maclaren,
Tdeld Officer, Regfon 1, Office of Ninerais Exploration,

U.8. Geological Survey, U.8. Courthouse, Room 656, West 920
Riverside Avenue, Spokane, Washington 99201, o o

Mr. Maclaren will notify you 1f he requires additfonal information
and to arrange for an on~-site examination of the property, if

© necessary. o o
' o sincereli ydﬁr‘;;' - . @X\
FRANK E. JOHNSG:T \ S

. Frauk E, Johnson
Chisf, Office of .
¥inerals Exploration

cc: Director's Reading Fil
Division File '
Economic Geology File
(-OME File
OME Reading File
" Mre Peterson.
Region 1

ECPeterson/bsl 2/23/68






February 19,01968

Mr ,Frank E, Johnson
Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration
United States Department of the Interior
Geological Survey
Washington D,C, 20242

Re: OME-6693 (Gold) - : Y
Walter E, Lindsey, et i&eégZZ”‘
Wildeat Placer
Idaho County, Idaho
Déar Mr, Johnson:

In reply to your letter dated February 5,1968 we will offer
the following explanations per your request:

Year around basis requirements

We can commit ourselves on year around basis and work
diligently, efficently in a workman like manner and in
accordance with good mining standards to fulfill any
contract stipulations,

Assurance of Partnership

The partnership can furnish its share of the costs in
the event an exploration contract is let without pay for
90 days with the assurance payment will be forthcoming

foom the Government,

Geologic Evidence
We have tried to obtain any geological informatiny from
the Bureau of Mines, University of Idaho, in Moscow Idaho

on the high placer bars on the Salmon River and cannot ["‘} ‘
obtain any geologists reports on these bars, _ Jbﬂﬂ”f :
Sample and Assay Data édva

We placed 35 yeards of gravel in a bunker for measurement .
purposes and this ran $6,00 a yard and produced 7 ounces of
gold,

Width of Channel
As described in last letter this pay streak is a slop-over’
from thehigh rim which paralles down the center of the river,
We have figured this width of channel to be about 450 feet
wide, There is 400 feet of overburden on bedrock, We own
, 1320 feet long of this unexPpored channel,

Ihickness of Paystreak

We have drifted along 120 feet of this pay streak and
sunk 14 foot shaft, We have not explored far enoughf to
determine actual length of pay streak, What our pnposal is






2
in our new exploration tunnel is to explore the back side of "this high
reef of bedrock and drift along the short side of the river,,

Sincerely yours,

7 allr £, 5

Walter E, Lindsey
Box 213 ’
Grangeville, Idaho 83530
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 Deax Mr. Lindeay:
V‘mewmmwwtﬂ mmmmym '

AlNe.IL

- Fep- o
r. Walter K. Lindsey =5 g
'mﬂi
Re: OMK-6493 M
Maiver l. m et nl.
ﬂuut

MMmamﬂmmmm. .

Semezally, the OIR does not mia!pcwmnmm projects :
where wouk ie performed on sn intesmittant besis. A sontsect stipsletes
that the wexk shall be pecformed @iligantly and of fichently, in &
wortmanlide seonexr in sccordance with good miniog standsnde, It is
dowbtful these condittons could de complted with by werking enly during
the winter moaths 48 you have proposed. Consegwesutiy, mmissa you esn
mummmmthammcmm,

v-mhﬂdhmmwmntnwmm

mmmmmmwmmmmmm

its simve of the costs in the ewent of an explersiics contzmct. The cost

dmmwmmmummdmmsm
the Gowsrmment fs not allowsble.

r«mimwﬁnﬁmmm:nmmmmmx
o OME sxplopation coutrect. Kuther, the Goperramnt pays fts shaws of
the cast 2t the end of sach month afiter & wather Por the enpenses
focuxred Ms besn sdiuitted ond apgroved. It wewsdly ins two ox three
wesks o procese such & vouwsder, A= Mgplicant, thevefors, should Sawe
nmmntmmmﬁmwﬂiﬁmaotmmm

: mm&umnm-mm.






- If you con tm!y with thise wutit&m, aod you wish to untingn |

with tha sppliestion, the folloviog séditioosl information to

: mm to complere {t.

’mm»tmmmmmmnMMnmnm

- plaser warmints aplovation, Semple dnd assay data ave requived

to suppert your propessl. Thé lecacien of las téhen, how
mMmhm.MWMofm;gmuMm
e forwatded for ouvr ewnivstion. 1n£ms!muewthvuchot
the shennal, tidsluess of pay stveak, aad copies of settlsment
mmmcmtm.umxh ,mmmw
svaluate your propossl. Any geologienl yeperta, maps, or erosss

. ssstions of &WwM&&h»hth $€ svallable.

mm-»ahulAmenmntwm and proposed
explozasion &n velstion to the property um‘::d sorners, The
mm mum doss not previda this foforwation, _

We SNail he plessed 1o consider your applisatien ferther m.tpzf o

of ‘the reqwasted Infermstton. Nothing in this letter be
muemtmeb the Gevernment umuwlmuon

 centweat.

‘ unmﬁy ymn. |

| FRANK E. Jomxsou['j")

. m&* 8 :Om
. Ohdaf, Offide of
Mirezals Ruploratton

cec: ~Director 8 Reading Eile
Division File | o
Economic Geology File SR . B
OME File R
OME Reading File
Mr, Peterson. .
Region 1

ECPeterson/bsl 2/5/68






.January 31, 1968 -

Mr. Walter E. Lindaey
‘Box 213
Grangeville, Idaho 83530
Subject: OME-6693
‘DeatAMr.'Lihdsey:  :

Your application for exploration assiatanee; dated:

January 8, 1968, submitted to our office at Spokane,

Washington, has been assigned Docket No, 0ME-6693,

Please identify all future correspondence relating
to your Application by this docket numbet.

‘ Sincerely yours,

Frank E. Johnson
Chief, Office of ,
Minerals Exploration

Lopy to !niiamul
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