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L A - Aumt_» 21, 1957
Mr, John Helverson . | |
| Jaramé, Idahko

Rey Docket No. DMEA-42ST (Uranius)
Belleross Uranius, mc, ~
. Bell Uross (lelms
- Custer County, Tdsho

eay Mt. Eslwrms

This s in refevence ’co [ nmt cmnrut!on you had
with Mr. D, C. Alvord of this office in Stanley, Idaho, regurding
t!w possibility of & Mmmum of the Bell a"ms cloims,

Ina htmr, dated Wcmw 21, 1987, from the Acting
mmxa*mtot of the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
to Mr, Virgil 5. Cross, Secretary, Belleross Uranium, Inc,, Mr, *‘rank
" Johnson umm in m Tinal parsgraph as follows:

"If, by doing sdditiomal work, 1t can be shown tha® the veirs
have grenter size, continuity, and better grades than now
indiceted, we will be pmed to consifer another mﬂmﬂm.

. If the above em:xitim have becm met and you m:m *hat
the application of Bell Cross Properties be recomsiderer, n yequest
for such reconsideration may bhe made by writing to thig off'ise,
Your request must he accompanied by a sketch rwo showing your
claine, the location and extent of the nev work with respect to
- clain boundaries, the location of all m naaples you tmve vakcn,
and the asseys of these semples,

. R {4 mn Cross Propertin (mmr:‘bip), thm original
 applioant, tas been reorganized and is nov Bellcross Uraniun, Toc,,
& request for recansideration sust also be accompanied by . signed
copy of an sssigmment of the claime from Bell Croes Propertiss to
‘Belleross Ureaium, xm:.. PR ) mowm. nhwmg sipnatures of such
an ntimnt.

By vum l\em, Gerton L

R Veinsenborn, Buke. OFfieer . = ng G Rgoav, Wenter
U S, Geologieal Surwey . U, 5, Buresu of Mines

ces mmia L R o ' ’

L useM(2)

Alvord . ::,v
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winee o leiter of Junukpy 17 to gour; W owve 35de & osreful
mﬂigﬁm of the wattors troughh up An your lebier of Jarssry Jy

feferriag 4o statements doncerning M. Slekelvon's qualie
Tieationg, the fuoty are thet i, Biekeleon Lo a6 exporianesd nnd
onpsble geologiet who bas anusined moet of the Rnoun uranlus-besriog
aing in Idabo, of wvileh, inefduntsliy, there ore aore 1har tuwo,
He his xleo worksd of wraniun M,mtm 6 Wyosdnz, The guobations .
Fou attriiute to biw do ot reppesset the tras sening whes ties
out of sortext, =od we sre suve thd the drplie tien yeo desw feom
Loese statements, that be 1z not gualified 0 exuisine wranise de;oelia,
is dus %o & sdsvnderstanding of vhet Ve, Kiekeleon s:34, For oxemile,
when he saked, v thet Stobhblende’, tir rmesticn wae directed to
v $1oyd Mnlverwon, owa of youw RPthers, v!;g wis reavamably Jepiliap

with the deponit nd met Just Yone of the Jabowers®. Mr. Miekelsce's

W s o xmm Vit nim‘.t Wiz houzht @ T ;&tom;;;nﬂ-,
not kawine weao i Woanif mdlnzly @m :
Helvirsor s stiention %”im mz;t &im - ,?‘ talhkiends
Ant agked whather that was wmt M. Selversos thougit wis | ﬁm&m '
obemsent eoaivetion of thls mcterisl in the laborstory M that
it wan Bies, ssoky cparte, a8 he had suepeeted. Athogh Be 33 ach
Zind any Masell, Hr, Nlekolaon recoznises thal ihare say ba pitahe
Ylends in the vala.

Rearding the oeoond sxadnstdon of yaw mww, Fou atite
Wist you Ied plaoned S0 bave your property redy fov nmaﬂam

a1 'my orﬁ'ilaim
8 mﬁoﬁm ;mg vt you telejdweed Er, ~aiasesdoms, Wi Sxecutive
ffiear, lin sugz estad thet you iseedintely eontast e, Nickelses at

9623





DMEA Field Team, Reglon I

57

Gode 700

5224

b

2/

adse, R, File

Cory to:

¥pr, Kiilsgaard

Stanley, 1dsho, end arrange for an exasination. i, Welssenborn vas

udder the Sopreasion that you vers awxicus for an axaination ss soon
&8 rossitie and thst your Property was resdy fop inapesticn. In your
susuing talophone gonversation with Mr. Hlekelsos, you werew told that
be Wishad o exenine your property that afterncom, Gotober 16, but

that ho would delay until the following dey, thevely giving you time

%o Zot to the property, uban you stated that you bed other oosallaents
and oouid vot Job there for severel days, he vent sheed sod made the
soasinstion that same sCteynoon. BHe 434 this beesvss be hed other
saauinsticns to anke in the ares, whigh he oould nob postivne becsuse
of the Jstoness of the season and the yossibility of early ssowfsll.
S1though you vere At present, Ve, Lloyd Ualvorson and ons of hie
trothera, hoth Balioross partners, wers present during tbe exaxdnations
thng 16 wuld sees that your orgsniastion wes rejressnted, snd thet
ﬁwmmmmgm.mwm@mmwwmmam
pesatinoas, *

Four Tmesaay of deesy eyoste” ahouwe soiio Imprapsive valuess

tad ome or mora bigh cas s are rot Ao (heusalves poprusentative of
8 &sgpmm Tor cuarple, vben 1T, loen took mionple 40585 ww asniying

PP parpent Usts -we Be aleo took other sanles that sesayed C.033,
0.0, and 2,040 porssnt U3lg, Shrec additdceal enmples by lken on
Tune 20 and 2%, 1956, aeseyed 0013, C,U45, and U251 &mﬁe u&
{radiomstrie). These loverwrade samples corpoborate those of the
veings taven by UNVEA £61d exsvipera on Jure C and 7, vhich vant 9.033,
0,051, 9.3 and 0,06 ealg. Tho goneluslons we drav {ros these anilyses
apd eur ctudy of e goology of the weins l¢ tbat vhile there sey be
ansll parts of youwr vains that are high in grede, the oversil grade
w313 b Jow, It le this apotty coewrrance of wraniun sinersis in the
nareow quurbeeohnlosdong vaing that zukes then unativective, Cusrise
chsldadony veing, similar in many vesects o Shwe Bell Cross weins,
are kpown to osour in many pluces; to date we imow of none that hive
booome luportant producere. Dresmnt iaformation doss not suggest W
us that the Tell Sross velns will be any diflerent. '

‘ 12, %y datng nA3t%onal work, it eut be ohows Uisd She volns
have ;restor size, contimulty, snd hetler graden Vhwn nov lndlested, ve
Vi1l Yo plessed to consider unuther oxamingticn. Dor the present time,
howaver, we gan only reslfirg our previcus denksl of youp eppiication,

Sincerely yours,

/ ﬁh
o
i

Frank E. Johnson ( ,SL/L /
!, /4

7

I

ACTING ansedstratop





WASHIRNGTIHON X35 DG
So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane i, Washington

February L, 1957

L2

Alr Mail

Mr. George C. Serftidge, Chairmanv/

Cperating Committee, DMEA _

Department of the Interior ' .
Washington 25, D. C,

Re: Docket No., DMEA-L257 (Uranium)
' Bellcross Uranium, Inc.

Bell Cross Claims

Custer County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Selfridge:

‘ I have given very careful consideration to your letter
of January 18, 1957, and to the letter and other material from
Mr. Virgil S. Cross which accompanied thise.

Regarding the re-examination of the Bell Cross property,
Mre. Cross wrote on September 21, 1956, stating he had done additional
work at the Bell Cross and asked what steps were necessary for re-
consideration of the property. I replied on September 27 that we
would require a map showing new work and the location, width, and
assays of any new samples. Mr, Howard B. Nickelson of this office
left for the field on October 8 and although we had not heard
further from Mr. Cross I told him that he had better plan to have N
another look at the Bell Cross property. This was because of the
danger of an early snowfall that might make examination of the
property impossible until spring., We tentatively set a date for
October 17, depending on how this would fit in with the examination
of seven other properties that Nickelson had scheduled in central
Idahoe Because of the uncertainty we did not at this time in-
form Mr. Cross.

On October 10 Mr, Cross wrote again citing new assays
but did not send the map we had requested nor indicateg’ where the
samples were taken. This letter was received on Friday, October 12,
and on Monday, October 15, I wrote Mr. Cross that although he had
not sent the information we requested, because of the lateness of
the season we would endeavor to get in touch with our field man
and schedule a re-examination of the property. Mr. Cross telephoned





me on the sixteenth--obviously before he had received my reply=—-
asking when the examination would be made. I told him that Mr.
Nickelson was in the area and I thought that we could look at it
about the seventeenth but this would depend on other commitments.

I also told him that Nickelson could be contacted at Stanley if

he were on schedule, and advised him to try to reach Nickelson
there, Immediately after I was able to reach Nickelson by tele-
phone at Stanley and requested him to arrange for a re-examination.
Shortly after, Cross contacted Nickelson about the same matter.
Nickelson told Cross he would examine the Bell Cross that afternoon
but €ould delay the examination until the next day in order to give
Cross time to drive the 160 miles from Jerome, Idaho. Cross said
that he had other commitments and could not get over for several
days. Nickelson still had three other properties to examine, and
as the possibility of snow was imminent he was unable to delay any
longer. Consequently, he examined the property that afternoon.
Although Cross was not there, there were present two of the four
Halverson brothers who were partners in the property at the time
the DMEA application was made. (Evidently the partnership has since
been incorporated with Robert Bellini president, and Virgil Cross,
secretary.) Consequently, I am somewhat taken aback by Mr. Cross's
complaint that we did not give him time to prepare the property for
examination; I was under the impression that he was pushing us for
an early examination. '

v

"I am also puzzled by Mr. Cross's statement that ®according
to the AEC there are only two U308 veins in Idaho, and this is one
of them.® Although none to date have developed into producing mines,
I personally know of a number of uranium-bearing veins in Idaho.
Nickelson's remarks concerning the distribution of uranium in this
part of Idaho quoted by Mr. Cross was inelegant, but nevertheless
expressive, and was meant to indicate that there are many occurrences
of uranium in central Idaho. Mr. Cross apparently is suggesting that
because this is one of two uranium veins in Idaho, the AEC considers
the Bell Cross property an attractive prospect. I refer you to a
letter to me from A. E. Granger, Area Manager, Salt Lake Area Office,
Division of Raw Materials, Atomic Energy Commission, dated July 19,
1956, Mr. Granger states, "We are in agreement with the DMEA field
team's appraisal of the Bell Cross property, Custer County, Idaho,
Radiocactivity is confined to spotty occurrences in narrow quartz-
chalcedony veins so it is doubtful if ore-grade material could be
found by the proposed exploration work.® A copy of this letter was
forwarded to you on August 1, 1956.

In a notarized list of assays accompanying his letter,
Mr. Cross cites a number of samples taken by the AEC, including
one taken by Moen on November 8, 1956 (incorrectly listed by Mr.
Cross as October 1956), which assays 0.577 percent U30g. Although





Mr, Cross does not say so, this represents a 6-inch width of vein.
Other samples taken by Moen at the same time assayed 0,033, 0,107
and 0,040 percent U308« Three additional samples taken by Moen
June 20 and 21, 1956, assayed 0,010, 0.023 and 0.151 percent U30g
(radiometric)s. Thus, in citing only the high assays, Mr. Cross has
not given the whole storye.

The two letters from Mr. Demars of the Vitro Minerals
Corporation refer to mill tests made on small amounts of orej the
first, a small sample taken by Demars; the second, apparently a
larger one of about 25 pounds requested by Demars. I have no doubt
that small samples with similar uranium content can be collected
without much difficulty, but this does not necessarily mean that
they are representative of the deposit as a whole. Please note
that Demars! letters merely discuss the results of milling tests
and state that he would like to see the property again; nowhere
does Demars express an opinion about the .property. C. H. Smith
from the same company, in his letter of January 3, does ask Cross
if he would be interested in an option. I, of course, do not know
what was in Mr. Smith's mind, neither am I aware of his opinion of
the property nor on what this opinion may be based. I do know that
competition for uranium properties is keen, and if there is any )
eVidence of uranium at all it would not be unusual for a company to. -
tie up a property with an option merely to obtain time to make an i .
examination, provided this option could be obtained without too
much cost, This would be particularly true if the company were
interested in a contiguous property, which I understand from an
unconfirmed report may be the case. Please note the terms of the
agreement proposed by Mr. Smithe If the results of the examination
are favorable, Vitro will agree to undertake . some development work
and will pay for the property from gross ore receipts., No price .
is mentioned. Vitro obviously is takingvery little risk and makes
no promise to do anything more than examine the property. I do not
feel, therefore, that the offer of this particular option means as
much as Mr, Cross implies. ’

" Mr, Cross's notarized statement regarding Nickelson is
apparently intended to show that Nickelson has had little or no
experience with uranium, and is incompetent to examine uranium
properties. These statements do not give a true picture because
Nickelson has been quoted out of context; some of the statements
indicate a misunderstanding of what Nickelson said; and some are
not quoted exactly. Nickelson has, indeed, had more experience
with base metal deposits than he has had with uranium. This is
simply because Idaho, where Nickelson has done most of his work,
has been an important producer of lead, zinc, tungsten, antimony
and similar metals, but up to now has produced no uranium outside
of a few test shipments and has, at present, no operating uranium
mines. Nickelson has seen almost every occurrence of uranium in





Idaho, except those in the Coeur d'Alene district, where, contrary
to Mr. Cross's statement, Nickelson has never worked., He also
spent a month working on the Lost Creek schroeckingerite deposits
near Wamsutter, Wyoming. Thus, Nickelson has had experience with
uranium deposits. Furthermore, the examination of a uranium de-
posit is not greatly different from the examination of any other
deposite ' ' :

Much is made of the fact that Nickelson did not use a
Geiger counter in his re-examination but, actually, a Geiger counter,
although a useful tool, is not always necessary. In this case, there
was no question concerning the presence of uranium in the deposit;
previous assays had shown it, the uranium minerals can be recognized
without difficulty, and the quartz-chalcedony vein with which they
are associated is clearly visible., It was not Nickelson's purpose
to pick the "hotest" spot for sampling but to cut a representative
sample of the vein; this could actually be done better without the
use of the counter. Incidentally, according to Nickelson's report
of November 19, the sample was cut over a width of 2,1 feet, not
l; inches as claimed by Mr, Cross, and it assayed 0.388 percent cU30g,
which would indicate a fair sample of the vein. Additional samples
were not cut because the trench was filled with muck. Although a
bulldozer was standing by, no offer was made to clear the trench
to permit examination and sampling.

The statement that Nickelson took several samples during
the first examination is not quite accurate. These samples were
taken by E. W. Parsons, Bureau of Mines engineer. Parsons is a
joint author with Nickelson of the report of the first examination,
and is in full accord with the conclusions in that report.

Mr. Cross implies that because Nickelson asked one of
the laborers, "Is that pitchblende?®, he knows nothing about
uranium. The facts are that the applicants have stated that there
is pitchblende in the ore but Nickelson was unable to recognize any.
In an attempt to run this down, Nickelson collected a black mineral,
the only one he could find that even remotely resembled pitchblende,
and asked Lloyd Halverson (according to the company's application,
a co-partner in the enterprise, not just "one of the miners® as
stated by Mr. Cross), whether that is what he called pitchblende.
Subsequent examination of this material in the laboratory shows
that it consisted of bldck smoky quartz as suspected by Nickelson
and its radioactivity is very low. In his report, Nickelson:mentions
the possibility that pitchblende mayr be a primary uranium mineral in
this deposit; on the other hand, we have not as yet identified pitch-
blende in the ore.





Mr. Cross must have misunderstood Nickelson regarding
the furnishing of assay data, for Nickelson is positive that on
neither examination did he promise that he would send assay reports.
Following the re-examination, when Mr. Cross requested the assays
over the telephone and became quite insistent, Nickelson merely
told him that of the six samples taken, four were under a tenth
and that two (one of which was from a float boulder) ran around
four tenths. He did not give him the actual assays.

No one from this office has ever doubted that there is
uranium present on the Bell Cross property, but the spotty occurr-
ence of the uranium minerals in narrow quartz-chalcedony veins does
not, in our judgment, make this an attractive prospect. This is
‘admittedly a matter of opinion and others may differ; all we can
say is that AEC geologists who have looked at many uranium deposits,
appear to concur in this opinion.

Tibor Klobusicky, to whom Mr. Cross refers, states that
he thinks the Bell Cross deposit is of mineralogic interest and
might be worth a limited amount of work, but the present showings
are not minable, He does not regard it as an outstanding prospect
as implied by Mr. Cross,

If, by doing additional work, or by cleaning more thor-
oughly the existing exposures, it can be shown that the ore lenses
are more continuous than we now believe, we will be pleased to
reconsider our decision. Apparently, in our desire to accommodate
Mr. Cross and re-examine his property before snow made this examina-
. tion impossible, we looked at it before he was ready for us, although
he registered no complaint when I told him over the telephone that
I would do everything possible to get a field man there immediately.
I would not wish to arrange another examination until Mr. Cross is
satisfied that the property is completely ready for inspection; we
should have positive assurance that more work has been done or that
the present exposures are fully visible. Furthermore, Mr. Cross
should be asked to state what exploration he has in mind besides
the bulldozing and surface excavation he proposes in his application.

Sincerely yours,

Cl E,(_&>.L~444-an-

A. E. Weissenborn
Executive Officer
Region I, Ny District .

cc: USBM (1)
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Mr. Virgil €. Cross, Secretary.
Belleross« Uranium,.Ince
Jerome, Idaho ,

Re: Doc}:et tlo. DLA~h257 (Uranium)
Bell Cross Claims
Custer County, Idaho |

Dear ¥r. Crosss: v . _
Your letter of January 3, 1957, with attachments, has been,
received and nbted. ‘Y'¢ are making further inqnﬁries into the matter

and will commmnicate with you ae soon as all the necessary information

is at hangd.
Sincerely yours,
L%@ Mﬂff”‘&(\@h %\)’>
Admini.str&tc&‘
MChing/gla
1-15=57

cc to: Admr.'s Reading File
Operating Committee
DMEA Field Team, Region I, NWDist. (2)
' Code 700, Mr. Ching
THKiilsgaard, Rm. 5224
JECrawford, 36L3
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY
’ Date Sufname Code
JAN 18 1957 WIS/ (O f gy |70
/141 L ¥ 700
¥re Ae Be Veissenborn 4 //8’, 130.
Txecutive Officer _ s /pPo
DA Tield Tean, Perion I ’ /
Hortrwest District -
South 157 Howard Streat Va7 110
Spckane by, Tashington /4 102:45
' ' Tes Docket 0. DITA-U257 (Uranium) 22
TN g Bellcfoss: Uranius, Ific,
g ‘Bell Cross Clains
| %\ *E Custer County, Ydaho
| “:Q«  Dear ¥, Veissenborns
T XM
§ .§ : Encloced are two copiee each of the following correspondence
B relating to the subject applications ,
o .
8 3 1. Ietter, dated January 3, 1957, fron Virgil &, Cross,
Seeretary, Bell Cross Uranium, Inc., to the
w8 Administrator. ‘ _
£ o ,
Eg 2. Letters, dated lovenber 5 and December 31, 1956,
RS fron L. C. Demars, (eclocist, Vitro linerals
A @ Corporation, to Roy Halverson. ,
S B L ,
§ S 3. Ietter, dated Jamuary 3, 1957, from C. He Snilh,
~— pivicion Gsologist, Vitro Minerals Corporation,
= to Loy Balvercon.
e . }i. lotarized Sumsary of Assay Teports, sworn to on
%o:‘é & % January S 1987, |
T3E° 5e ‘ﬁoﬁaﬂﬁe&, Statement Pegarding "r. Mckleson,
mowd sworn o on Jamary 5, 1957. |
n ,ri 0 o s . . N B
“HAS Pleace review these documents and give us your recammendation
BB % . on the matter. It may be neceseary to schedvle ancther field examination
4 S &EEH when the weather pernits. In such event you nay wish to send out a
g = epceial examining team as in the American Ctrateglc Minerals Corporation
L O casee. '
é:’ﬁ; Lnclesures Sincerely yours,

0. M. Bichop ;
Hember, Tureau of Lires YM =4

Thor H. Kiilsgaar d [.5”5) Chairman, Opersting (:‘o::m:}:btee/"); j c
@ )
P ¢

George G- Qelfridge

Tiosber, GeolofAcal Curvey

8623
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' January 3, 1957 D&mgzs
| REGEVED JAN 1O 1957
[ BATE | INFIALS | GODE

/4/-5) f’«ﬂwl;) 760

Mr, C.0. Mittendorf
Administrator i
Defense Minerals Exploration Assistance f
Washington, D.C. : =

' RE: Docket No. DMEA.4257 (Uranium) Lr,i_\k
Bellcross Claims, Custer County, Idaho

We have received your letter of December 13, 1956 in
regard to the above matter. We have also received a letter
from Senator Dworshak concerning your 1nvest1gat10n into
this matter.

Enclosed are (1) a notarized statement of Mr. Nickle-
son's statements and actions concerning Bellcross Uranium,
and (2) a notarized statement of assay reports.

As secretary of Bellcross Uranium, I wish to state that
this is not_a stock promotion deal, as the corporation has
incorporated for only 100,000 shares at $1.00 each., We have
spent more than $15,000 on “exploration work based on advice
of geologists a35001ated with American Alumlnum, Vitro_Chemical
and Highland Surprise and Sunshine > Mining Companies, also
geologlstsfrom A.E.C. All of these geologists have been_more
than encouraging. =

: There are, accordlng to A.E.C., only _two U3z 0g veins in
Idaho, and this is one of them. The vein has beén traced by
cuts for over 1000 feet. It has widened from 4 inches near
the surface to 12 to 36 inches at 30 to 40 feet deep in the
cut. Assays have increased proportionally. We were beginning
to stock-pile ore and would have had enough to ship in three
more days, but two feet of snow forced us to stop operatlons
until next spring. ¢ :

. I would suggest you contact either or both Tibor Klobu-
siki, geologist for Highland Surprice, Inc., Wallace, Idaho,
or L»C. Demars, geologist for Vitro Minerals Corp., P.0. Box
67, Salt Lake City, Utah, who are well acquainted with the
property.A If their opinion 001n01des with Mr. Nickleson's, -
we will drop the matter, -

\





Mr., C.0, Mittendorf - page 2

If you wish to check on my personal character and integrity,
I suggest you contact Senator Henry Dworshak of Idaho, who has
known me for twenty years. Also, Representative Hamer Budge
of Idaho has a close friend in Judge Theron Ward of Jerome, and

I am sure he would be glad to contact Judge Ward and get this
information for you.

Very truly yours,

£ Ll S ) C RO.
Secretary

VSC:h BELLCROSS URANIUM, INC.
cc. Senidtor Dworshak
Rep. Budge

ﬁs Bee 3 Letfees l/;;sz C/éem_

)





1ro MINERALS CORPORATION

600 W, 33rd SO. ST. o P . O. BOX 67 ¢ SOUTH SALT LAKE ¢ TELEPHONE IN 7-5414

A

November 5, 1956

Mr. Roy Halversonv/ ‘ ' b
% Bellcross Uranium, Inc. ‘
Jerome, Idaho ; i

Dear Mr, Halverson:

Just a short note to let you know what your samples
assayed, The uranium content is 1, .13%, but the extraction was
only 66.7% which is rather low. Most ores extract better than

95%. 7

The man in charge of our mill would like to do some
research on your ore, and desires about 25 pounds more of the
rock, Would you please send the ore to me, and try as hard as
you can to send average samples, and not all high grade rock.

For the present time, I believe that the 25 or so
pounds of your ore will be sufficient for us to work on. There
is no need to send in a shipment of the ore just yet,

We want to wish you a lot of luck in your mining opera-
tion, and hope that all is going well with you.

Very truly yours,

VITRO MINERALS CORPORATION

- i, 9]
ISR S e 41:;ﬂuzub-
SN «.,,,,; L. C. DEMARS, Geologist

- . LuD:jmo

” aNE bt

3 L

SRR AR R
»,"\.

.\,‘\‘:‘

Sample taken by Demars,

Jointly owned by ROCHESTER & PITTSBURGH COAL COMPANY and VITRO CORPORATION of AMERICA

RS






' ‘STATE OF IDAHO }
SS.

County of Twin Falls,

This is’ to certify that on this date I made
this photocopy.which is a true, correct and
complete copy of the original instrument.,

@Q)éﬂu/\/

0. A. Kelker IRRREIE

- Subscribed and sworn to’ before me thls.[:';’é/c -
day ofﬁaw/mﬁu_ 19 §¢

%@Z‘ZZ;» 7 ﬂz,é/

Betty P. Yelker, -~ / :






VITRO MINERALS CORPORATION

600 W. 33rd St, -+ P.0. Box 67 « South Salt Lake
Telephone IN T-5414

AN LT N
EE S A N

LG

December 31, 1956 S ReSCWED 1oy ﬂz\m@a;'
NS ORI

o ' L
Mr. Roy Halverson - e e L
% Bellcross Uranium, Inc, S ,
Jerome, Idaho B '

Dear Roy:

Just a short note, to give you the results on
the last uranium ore you sent to us. The rock assayed
«456% U3 Og, and the extraction turned out to be 93.4
percent, which is rather good. We would like to look
at your property again just as soon as the weather will
permit: How is the weather up in the Stanley Basin now?
Would it be feasible to look at the property right away?
Is there too much snow now to make a thorough examination
of the property? Let us know what the score is!

‘¥e hope ailiis going well with you, and also wish
you a.very happy and Prosperous new year.,

Very truly yours,

VITRG MINERALS CORPORATION
L.C. DEMARS, Geologist
LCD: JU0 |

Jointly owned by ROCHESTER & PITTSBURGH COAL COMPANY AND
#itro Corporation of ‘merica

NN RV





‘Dear Mr, Halverson: : ,_ L

Note 6y Cposs, \

o ‘l’ . ‘l’
Vifro MINERALS CORPORATION

600 W, 33rd SO. ST. « P, O, BOX 67 ¢ SOUTH SALT LAKE o TELEPHONE IN 7-5414

January 3, 1957 | ‘5 5‘

e e
- S

ya

Mr. Roy Halverson' | T

£ Bellcross Uranium, Inc,
Jerome, Idaho

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your
cooperation in working out the milling problems on the ore from
Your property in the Stanley Basin.

Now that the milling problems have been partially over-
come, I wonder if you would be interested in having Vitro develop
and operate this property, Our thinking on this matter is to
obtain an option on the property. The length of the option period-
will be determined by weather conditions. We would need enough
time to examine title and drill several test holes, If these re-
sults are favorable, we would then enter into an agreement whereby

- Vitro would be obligated to complete a certain amount of develop-

ment work on the property and whereby you would receive payment
for your property from gross ore receipts, '

I believe that we would both mutuvally profit from this
type of arrangement and hope to hear from you very soon.

Yours very truly,
VITRO MINERALS CORPORATION

C. H. SMITH, Division Geologist

CHS: jmo
3y

- If Neckleson s RIQAT W/ Ay are co’s
Ml p To J/@eﬁ@_ﬁ:ﬁ%n@/ on 112

Jointly owned by ROCHESTER & PITTSBURGH COAL COMPANY and VITRO CORPORATION of AMERICA
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Cotnty ¢f Tyrin Ialls, |

This i3 to certily tha* on this date I made
this photecony whicl iz a true, correct and

complete copy of the ori ZZE/

0. A, Lelker T

%///%/;

Betty P. KA 'er' . )

Notary Public,”

ResicGing at Twm Palls I&ahoo :
!

1}
My commission expires, [‘ A _.._.._,‘-._ffo t
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i(Notes The firataassay reports are trom surface or near*surfaca
' rock. The later assays are from 20 to 40 feet deaper down- on
ithe vein, Please note increase.) o

| Sample NWo, 463 A. oL (Butta) Octoher 7, 1955 189 Uz 0g |
i ‘ ' ' ;

'%-Ifsaﬁpibfxo. 498 A .C. Sept. 80, 1955 R F-;”,,V a3 v |
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447C2A14;L3#y¢23§4zz;11, | %,
; Rnbart.bellini ' o

Secretaxy.' TR UGNION |

i County of Jerome ) : s ‘ R , e
i : . S . . L
o . ' i
5 Robert 5e111n1 and HArgll 5, “rOSS,treing-first duly N
| = sworn, on oath. depose and say: R ‘ Bl |
X1 . v ) ;‘
B ' ) ;{
iy 1]

. That thev are the President an¢ 5ecratarv, reSﬁuctively j
‘of Belleross Uranium, Inc,, and that the abovc Summary of Assay |
- Reports represents a true statement of assay. reports received 1
Y . by said Pellcross Ursnium on ore samples taken from the Bellcrnss

@j"ﬂining Claims, in Custer ounty, Idaho

' |
<~
| ﬂ

6“suescxexmm ANII SWORN T0 before me this £Z7, day of January,
. 1987. | - -~ | '

ey it
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‘in on our property on a Wednésday. On Tues ay, at 1 p.m,, the

~and used our Geiger Counter on his ore sacks after he came off i
. the property. He said he didn't have any bat?eries for his ,F

‘his company and sent us the report, It assayed 1,18 Ug Og,

STATEMENT REGARDING MR. NICKLESON

Wé.do'nof question Mr, Nickleson's ability~iﬁ-iegard to
minerals other than uranium, In regard to Uz 0g ores, the !
- following 1s self-explanatory. ) S IR :

| Nickleson made the following statéments fo.ué while making 'Q
the two inspections of Bellcross properties: R |

1, "Uranium is for the birds.l'_' | _ o]
2, That he didn't know anything about uranium, as he had
been inspecting other properties in the Coeur d'Alene area.

3. In the Salmon River area, it 1is "scattered like maz

, _ 4; When.he said he thought it was "the bottom of a vein,"
we asked him how that could be when there were several feet of ﬁ,
‘hard cap rock over the top. His answer: "I don't know," o

5. On hisvlast’inspection, he asked one of the laborers = |
the following question about the ore, "Is that pitchblende?" ”
The laborer replied ‘that he was nota geologist,

On the first inspection, Mr, Nickleson took several ore
samples and said he would send the assay reports to us as soon
as he got them, There is no copy of a letter concerning these
assay reports to us in their office, and we didn't receive any.
‘“hree months later, on the second inspection, when asked about
the assays, he told us they were low, We have not received the
assay reports on the second inspection, except by phonc three

weeks ago,at our request, e . e

" - : / S
The head of fice of DMEA An Spokane scheduled ir., Nickleson

It

day before the scheduled inspection, he called Virgil Cross !
(secretary) from Stanley that he was going to inspect the property
that same day. it that time, we had workmen on the property, but |

none of the officials of the company could make the 160 miles over

- mountain terrain in time to be with him, We had timed our drilling
~# and bulldozing so we would have the exposures in presentable shape

for Wednesday, He did not use an instrument in taking his samples;

counter,

Mr. Nickleson said over the phone after the inspection that |
the vein was 4 inches wide. Mr. Demars, geologist for Vitro “
Chemical, checked the vein with an instrument and reported it o
to be approximately 36 inches wide,  Demars took a samnple for i

How could Nickleson determine the width of the vein without an
instrument? ' The vein material has a hardness of 7+, the wall
rock about 3 to 4. Nickleson would have only lightly chipped
the vein material and obviously loaded his sacks with waste, o
The assay reports of the other geologists are all similar to each |
other and much higher than Nickleson's samples. '

Mr. Nickleson said he was reluctant to recommend a loan i
unless he was sure the government would get its money back, and, |
according to his attitude and statements, it was almost necessary |
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to have a producing mine before he would recommend a loan,
which is contrary to the brochure and pamphlets of D. [.E.

Robert Bellinl
President, BELLCROSS URANIUM

Tirgil S, Cross
Secretary -

Koy Walverson

Stafe of Idaho )
: ) 58,
County of JerOme )

~ Robert Bellinx, Virgll S Cross and Roy Halverson, being
first duly sworn, on oath depose and say that t hey are the signa-
‘tories to the above s*atement, that they have read the same and

believe the contents thereof to be true.
. . 57

o hutt
U _Robert Bellini .

Halverson

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before mekthisttafday of January,

19567,

S s s T 2L Tt
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: UNITED STATES : P |
‘ ,DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTER[OR
: DEEENSE MINERALS E_XPLORAT]ON ADMlNlSTRATlQN L
_ WASHINGTON 25, D.C. T

DEC 1 3 1956

M. v:u-gil S. Cross, Sccretary
. Bell Cross ?roper‘bies )
- ‘ "Jerm, Idaho .

- RHes mm«tmhnmwm57(mmMmﬂ
"~ . . Bell Cross Claims -
Custer »cquntz, Idgho

e Dear Mr. Croas:

o Iour application Ior a.id in an exploration project on ‘the
mbgect prcperty was denied by our letter of August 3, 1956, You

. subsequently did some further work on the Bell Cross No. 1 claim and,
by letter of Octeber 10, 1956, requmsted Mr. A. Eo Weissenbom to hm
, th\ property re-examined. AR

Pl A DMEA field examiner mspected the new work on October 16
; Wh:.le some uranium mineralization was noted, the lack of continuity
o vand erratic occurrence of the: dspusits vere discouraging. B

: B & ia éoncluded that the’ additional work done by you has
'£a1hd 1o expose sufficient new evidence of a favorable nature to

© .~ justify the submission of a new application. In the event further

.  be fromyou. s

.af'-mnhlng/izm 12~11~56 o
. ,ee tor ~ Docket—=""" " .

' work on your part discloses new and more favorable evidence of ,
" woXthwhile ore depoutim on the cla.ms, we Shall.l bc pleased to ,

" ginb“arcly yours,' '
C 0. Mzuendorf (X/ L

Admmistrator

Cweﬂm~lh.Mmg

.- - 'Admret's Reading File '
. DMEA Field Team, Regs I, NW Dists (2)
L Messrs. . JECrawford, Rm. 3643 = -
L - THKiilsgaard, Rm, 522k
JOHosted, Rm. 3210, GSA:

-'0f41\/%





T Virgil €. Gross, Secretary

SN  UNITED STATES
" DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMlNlSTRATION }— ST
- WASHINGTON 25, D.C." S ,

‘

.. Bell Cross Propartiea

ol Jemme,ld&hq :

e f‘  subject prope
O ;‘::}ysuhsequenﬂy :

f‘-'v:"»rhe other aang:}.ea tested were

. Bes Docket No.. &M-hzsv' (Uwﬁw
‘ it . Bell Gress Claims . L
.= Luster Countyz_ldgm L

r tpplj.cation for a:i.d in an azploration project on the _
Iy was denied by our letter of August 3, 1956, Yom - -
~some further work on the Bell Cross Nos 1 claim and,

r 10, 1956, requee’cad He. &, B+ Welscenborn to have

' A'DMEA fie ennﬁher inspoma the new uork on October 16, R

o andtook several samplesh, While ons sample across the vein was of
- ore grade, the mimeralised\area involved wis of very limitaed extant. -
88 than ore gndc el Tl

It is concludbd that ' d&itlonal work done by ymz has

- -‘.ffi'faii'eil"to expose sufficient new evi of a favorable nature to

~’3nxt;ify the submission of a new applieation.
oo - work om your part discloses new and nore
. o worthwhile ore dspoa:.ticn on the claima,

' MChlng/lzm 12-11-56,9’_&;__ ) L

In the event further
orable evidence of @
\ ,ll be pleued to

- ;sina.r.myj you_ifs; ; .

; cc to: - Docket~"

Code -700-Mr.. Chlng L
- Admr,'s. Readlng F:.le

»"DMEA Field Team, Heg. I, W Dist, (2)
.o~ Messrs,  JECrawford, Rm, 3843

R  THKiilsgeard, Rm. Szzh
e JOHos‘oed, mn. 3210, GSA. L

S
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UNITED STATES Rt
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION )
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

December 11, 1956

Memorandum
Tos The Files
From: Michael Ching, Mining Engineer

Rare and Miscellaneous MetalsDivision

- Subject: Results of Re-examination
Docket No, IMEA-4257 (Uranium)
. Bell Cross Claims
Custer County, Idaho

The examining geologist's report of November 19, 1956,
described a 2.1-foot sample cut across a quartz vein in the trench
bank about 3 feet above the floor of the trench. This sample assayed
0.388% cU Og. Included in the sample were 3 inches on the southwest
wall of the vein that contained considerable visible secondary uranium
minerals.

The examiner apparently attaches little significance to the
above-mentioned assay and concludes that no new evidence has been
exposed by the Applicant to change his original opinion of the limited
possibilities of this property.

Because there appeared to be some ambiguity between the
results of the sampling and the examiner's conclusion, the writer
discussed the subject with Mr. A,_E. Weissenborn on December 10,

The latter stated that it was his understandlng that the above-
mentioned sample was not representative of a persistent vein but only
of a localized area in the vein., This appears to be supported by the
examiner's descrlptlon which contained the implication that most of
the values in the sample were concentrated in 3 inches on the south-
west wall of the vein.

Mlchael Chin





Mr. Mittendorf's
From/Diary 12/10/56:

I received a phone call from Price, of Senator Dworshak's office,
who wanted to discuss docket L257. This is the Bell Cross uranium
application which has twice been denied.

At the time this call came in, Mike Ching was discussing the case
with Al Weissenborn. We had received a field team recommendation which
concurred in the recommendation of Nicholson, who had just visited the
property gursuant to the applicant's request for re-examination.
Micholson's conclusion was that our previous denial should be reaffirmed.

In returning Price's call, he read me parts of the letter he had
just received from the applicant. The applicant was dissatisfied because
Micholson had again visited the property, and questioned Nicholson's
ability and seems to have it in for him because he was the geologist who
twice visited the property before and each time recommended denial of
the application, _

I told Price that the field team recommendations had just been
received and were coming before the Operating Committee today. I said
it would be later in the week before the commodity members had an
opportunity to review the field team recommendations.

Price suggested that he might phone me later in the week, say
Thursday or Fridaye

I passed this information on to Al and Ching.

Al considers Nicholson one of his best men. He has been on DMEA
work since the inception of the program. Al said the countyy is now
snowed in and he supposes that if we are driven to it by political
pressure we might have to send a different man to the property next
spring.





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

" So0. 157 Howard Street
Spokane 4, Washington

November 30, 1956

Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairmnv

Operating Committee, DMEA
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Re: Docket No. DMEA-4257 (Uranium)
Bell Cross Claims
Custer County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Selfridge: »
Enclosed is a memorandum report dated November 19, 1956,
by Howard B. Nickelson, Geologist of the U. S. Geological Survey,
regarding a re-examination of the referenced Qroperty.
A letter dated October 10, 1956, from Virgil S. Cross,
Secretary of Bell Cross Uranium, Inc., requesting a re-examination
was forwarded to you October 12, 1956.

The Field Team concurs with Nickelson's conclusion that
no new evidence has been presented to justify changing our re-
commendation that this application be_denied.

By Field Team, Region I, NW Dist.

A. E. Weissenborn, Exec. Officer

Ue. S. Geological Survey

e“I\’?ﬁéﬁn‘ner
S. Bur of Mines

Enclosure

cc: USBM (2) : Reviewed by
uses (SRo) . DMEA OPERATING COMTXRTES:
AEC; SIC / 2 _ <
Nickelson ’0-S é

(date) -
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UNITED STATES : :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane U4, Washington

Novenber 19, 19576\ -7

v ' .
To: DMEA Field Team, Region I, Northwest District
From: Howard B. Nickelson, Geoldgist, U. S. ‘Geologica.l Survey

Subject: Report of Re-examination, Docket No. DMEA-4257 (Ura.nlum)
Bell Cross Claims, Custer County, Idaho

On September 21, 1956, Mr. Virgil Cross wrote a letter
to this office inquiring about the steps necessary for recon-
sidering their application. This letter was answered September
27, 1956, The company was asked to submit a map showing the new
trenches in relation to the previous work and any additional .
sample and assay_data. On October 10th, Mr. Cross submitted a
"letter with no maps but giving a brief summary of the work since
the application. Mr. Cross called Mr. Weissenborn on October 15
or October 16 to inquire about the Field Team Examination. Mr.
Weissenborn informed Mr. Cross that Nickelson was in the field
and could be contacted in Stanley, Idaho. Mr. Weissenborn called
the writer at noon, October 16 and Mr. Cross also called at that
time. I informed Mr. Cross that I planned to make the examination
that afternoon but would delay one day if he could accompany mee wed, - roth
He informed me that it would be impossible ‘as he had other com-
mittments. Therefore, I proceeded to the property, briefly ex-
amined the new work, and cut two samples from the No. 2 trench
(see the map accompanying the application transmitted to
Washington, July 12, 1956). Mr. I.loydaﬁa.lverson and his brother
were present. '

One 2, l-foot sample was cut across a quartz vein in the
trench bank about 3 feet above the floor of the trench, This
. '~  sample assayed 0.388 percent cU30ge Included in the sample was
ke 4 - 3_inches on the southwest Jell of the vein that contained con-
o siderable:ﬁ visible secondary uranium minerals.

The bottom of the cut was covered with about 2 feet of
rubble and the vein was completely obscured but a small pile of
vein material reported to have been broken from the vein at the
bottom of the trench was sampled. This sample assayed 0.097
percent cUz0q. Several specimen samples with a black mineral
reported to be pitchblende were taken and later tested but this

' black mineral does not appear to be pitchblend.e because the
radiometric count is low.

Reviewed by o,
DI‘EEA OPERATING COMMETRE:

/ 2 -/ d- éi..,.ﬂa—-«—’\
(date),






. . " .

A road has been bulldozed to the property and, on the
day of the inspection, a new trench was begun asbout 600 feet
northwest of the trenched area. This trench had not reached bed-
rock and was not examined.

Considerable dirt has been bulldozed in the area but
very little constructive exploration has been accomplished. The
vein has been exposed between the No. 2 and No. 3 trenches and the
No. 2 trench has been deepened about 3 feet since the first ex-
amination. Since the original Field examination, no new evidence
has been exposed to justify changing the opinion of the writer.

Distribution:
< DMEA (L)
USsBM (5)
UsGs (SRO)
AEC; SIC .
Docket
Nickelson
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Spukone iy masmagum

Getgber 15, 1550

¥r. Virgil D, Cross, ¢ cmmry o R
Belleross Uranium, Inc. . = ‘ SR
Jetﬁme, Idmm S ,

Re: Docket No. DM 42‘# (ﬁramma)

Bell Cross ela,ma
Custer Jvunty, idelho

Dear lir. Cross:
This Wil acumwledgﬁ recesst of your letker of Uetober 10,
155G, 2 which you give your last two assays presuwmsbly cf sauples
asen from one of the three cuts on the Bell Cross clain No. 1.
HAltheugh we bave Lot recelved the shelch requested in our letiter of
Septeiber 27, 1530, because the season .6 gattiog late we w.oli
endaavor to get in touch with our fielduan who is now in tihat ares
acd request him to gt in touch with you, if sossible, &nd mexe &
re-oxsnination of your rew work. S

CQineersly yours,

He B WEissenborn »
Lxecutive {ffu.cer, DML

i~y

. Field ‘.{ea—?—’i} i{%lﬁg :’L, Ky D.gtrict

cc: DMEA (2 w/incaming‘/
- USBM (2) ‘
Nickelson -
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LCROSS URANIUM, INC.

JEROME, IDANO
October 10, 19586

A\

, 0CT 2 41958
L “ I l; R L ] T TR S T
Mr., A.E., Wessenhora ' :
D.M.E.A.,
So 1837 Howard St. -
Spokane, Washingtoa y e
- . AL R adr ol et i ln O

RE: [INEA 4287 T R R KN K N L M

Exploration Assistance - Bell Cross
" Dear Sirt L

We wish to apply for re-inspection for
DMEA assistance on Bellcross Uranium, Inc.
The work has been done on the same location as
before, on Bell Cross Claim No. 1. The cut is
now 40 feet déep, 150 feet long and 80 feet
wide. Our last two assays were 1.08% U30 :
(Atomic Energy, Butte, analysis) and .78 ?privuto
concern). There are now three veins showing
radioactivity, varying from 1 foot to 30 inches
in width, Only one is showing ore of marketable
grade. .

Will you please 1et us know at your earliest
convenience when you can have a man im to inspect
this property, and I will make arrangements te

meet him,
. . - - . o ¥ ‘:C..
| Yory truly yours, "~ .
4 t
l,“ - A‘ . "'\' ‘\\1'11
. Secretary, - Y
vsCih | BELLCROSS : "
RF.r -
0CT !
~ Vs .,
SPOKAN..
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0CT~ 11688

XXXXXARX XK KKKKHXKKX
fo. 157 Howard Street
Snoxkane 4, wWashingtcon

Septenber 27, 1656

¥r. Virgil S. Crogs, Secreiary
Beileross Uraniuw, Inc.
Jerome, Idaho

Re: Docket No. DMEA-LEST (urasiun)
Bell Cross emi.as
Custer County, idsho

Dear Mr. Crosss

Thank you for your latier of uceyhe*ber 21, 1956 in
vhiek you ask what s*t:e;jrs you should take to get & reconsideration
of your application for DME. sseistance. If you will send us &
res ehowing the lecation of your new work in relation to tue old
trenches, the loestion, width of cut, sad assay of your nev
saunles, we shall ba glad to ccmsiﬁer msking a8 re-~exeuination
if it aopesrs aamnt

- Cipoereay yours,

A+ B. Weissznbors '
Bxeoutive Officer, DMBA
cc: DMEA (2)~ - : :
USBM (2)
Nickelson

AEC, SIC w/%(/t/.,ex/m/u/v-—?





0CT = 11356

Jérome, Idaho
September 21, 1904

L

Moty PP s senlevee

ctecutive Cf1cer, INfFA

Yo. 1537 Hoeward Street

Spoxkane 1, ashincton

N Poeclhivtr No. IA-4257 (Uranium)
beldl Zross (laims
Custrer Countv, Ydane

Dear Mr. YWeisseahorn.

The aperctors of Bell (ross Claims, which are
nov Nellcross Urarium, lncorporated, have continued
tn work cn these operties, . nd we thini that we
wili be ready fc' reinspeotion far an exploration
Iban 1in the near tvture, Wnnt are the stz2ps necess.ary
1o get & reconsideration of our annlication tev a loan’

Because of the weather; we are trying to get
thinzs opened up as soon as possible for reinspection.
The veins are widening out considerably, and our
last assavs ran 1.08 and .75.

Yours very truly,

Secretary
VSC: h Bellcross Uranium, Inc,





o ~ UNITED STATES .

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMlNlSTRATlON
WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

¥r. '?hg.i}. gt..(,frdss, Liecretary | AUG -2 1956
- Bell Croess Properties .
Jarome, Idaho-

Ke: Uocket No, 1N .~/257 (uranm)
Bell Crous Cld.ms (z)y
Custer County, Idaho

1 ’)ear hr. Cross

. Your appllcatlon for aid in an explcratz_on m-ogoct and
A ,cther inrornat on a:ailable to us in .ashington concerning your
- above-numed properiy haw been revn.ewed.

Projects approvod by the vef.nse linerals uxploratmn

kdmirdstration mast, In its judgeent, show definite promise of
yielding mitericls of ascceptabls grude in quantitier that will

significantly improve the mineral snpply pcbit:x.on ror the N: tn.oml
mtonse Program. o o

Carefal study of a}l our infamr ta.on, althaugh noting a

~small amount of uranium mineralization om your property, imiicates |

to us that the probability of disclosing significant are reserves

iz not sufficiently promiaing to Justify Govermment purticip tion, -

- . We regret to wdvise you thit, under these cnrmmstemces, your sp-
; plicntion for expler: tion a.ssz.stance is denied,

_ : We wish to thank you for your interect in the iefense .
- Hinerals Prog,nm ond for brim,ing ycur pz‘opert,- to our attmtion. E

, oincerely yours,

é;()ldnhaukni (;)4
dministrator L

MChing/ai . '8-3-56

cc to: - Docket -

’ - Admr,.'s Reading File
. Opérating Connittoe :
‘Code 700 _
" © Mr, Chirg
~ DMEA Field Team, Region I,NW District (2)
Messrs. . JECrawfard, Rme 3&3 o

- THKiilsgaard, Rm. 5224 -

-JOHosted, Rm. 3210, GSA






- ) Docket
700

August 2, 1956

Summary of Proposed Project

Object: Denial of application for an exploration project.
Docket No.: DMEA-4257
Commodity:  Uranium

Applicant: Bell Cross Properties, a partnership composed of James
K. Wheeler, Norman Hintze, Virgil S. Cross, Robert
Bellini, John Halverson, Roy Halverson, Edwin Halverson
and Lloyd Halverson, Jerome, Idaho,

Property: Bell Cross No. 1-15 lode mining claims, situated in
sec, 3, T. 11 N., R, 13 E., B. M. & B, Custer County,
Idaho. Applicant is the owrer.

Date of
Application: April 2, 1956

Amount of
Application: $32,900.00

Work Proposed: Explore a radioactive vein as follows:

10,500 ft. (4000 cu. yds.) access. road $1,600.00
48,000 cu. yds. trenching @ $.50/yd. 21,,000,00
1,500 cu. yds. solid rock removal 5,400,00 -
Labor, supervision, surveying 1,900,00
Total $32,900,00
Government participation @ 75% $24,675.00

Field Team Report: June 28, 1956 - Howard B. Nickelson, USGS
E. W, Parsons, USBM

The deposit is associated with two narrow inter-
secting quartz-chalcedony veins in granite rock of the
Idaho batholith. Uranium minerals observed were autu-
nite, torbernite, uranophane, and a dark sooty mineral,
probably uraninite.





The veins were exposed in three of four bulldozer
trenches excavated by the Applicant. In trench No. 1
a vein 8 inches wide was found which was not radioactive,
and no samples were taken, In trench No. 2 a west vein
showed very little radioactivity, ut two samples were
cut from the radioactive east vein, They assayed ,03%
U30g across 95 feet amd ,02% U30g across 1.3 feet, In
trench No. 3 the east vein became narrower and showed
some radioactivity. Two samples cut in the west vein
aszayed +03% U50g across 1.9 feet and .O6% U30g across
1,6 feet, .

A sample cut from two 1arge‘ boulders of float
assayed 0.34% U30g.

It is believed primary uranium exists at depth, but
it is doubtful if commercial ammants will be found as
the lack of any great amocunt of secondary uranium minerals
along the vein exposures suggests that the uranium
minerals will be disseminated or in scattered pods. It
is recommended that the application be denied. .

Commodi ty Group Comments:
USEM, Jemes Paone, July 23, 1956:

Discussed repcrt of examination with the AEC representativo.
Concurs in the recommendation that the application be denied,

USGS, W. P, Williams, July 31, 1956:

Believes the examining team's assumptions and reasoning
to be valid ani agrees that the application should be denied,

Rare & Miscellaneous Metals Division, Michael Ching, August 2, 1956:

Bulldozer trenching by'the Applic ant appears to have adequately
exposed the ore-bearing structure on this property. The potential
appears to bg quifbe limited.

Conclusions and Recommendations:

" The possibility of finding an ore body of significant
size 48 very limited. It is recommended that the application be

- 27wl

Ernest Wm., Ellis, Chief
Rare and Miscellaneous
Metals Division





UNITED STATES S )
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AUg =
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

-

So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane 4, Washington

August 1, 1956

Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman
Operating Committee, DMEA
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Re: Docket No. DMEA-4257 (Uranium)
Bell Cross Properties.
Bell Cross mine
Custer County, Idaho
Dear Mr. Selfridge:

Reference is made to our letter of July 12, 1956
transmitting our report on the Bell Cross mine.

Enclosed are four copies of a letter received from
Mr. Arthur E. Granger of the Salt Lake AEC office in which he
‘econcurs with the Field Team's recommendation for denial of the
application.

Sincerely yours,

Ok €.0) tovete oo

A. E. Weissenborn
Executive Officer, DMEA ,
Field Team, Region I, NW District

Enclosure

ces USBM (2)
Nickelson
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. ' ' . | IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

July 31, 1956

Memorandum

To: E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration .
From: W. P. Williams, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of field examination report, DMEA 4257 (uranium),

Bell Crose Properties, Bell Cross Mine, Custer County, .
Idaho.

The examining team notes that secondary uranium
mineralization is present on the property. The examiners conclude,
however, that the scattered nature of the secondary mineraligzation
‘indicates that the primary mineralization at depth will also be
sporadic in distribution; and, as a consequenee » it is recommended
that the application be denied.

The examining team's assumpt:lons and reasoning appea.r to
be valid, and I agree with their recommendation for denia.l

W. P. Williems

AUG = 11956
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UNITED STATES ' v

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR JUL 23 1958
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 23, 1956

Memorandum

To: ~Ernest William Ellis, DMEA Member
Uranium Commodity Committee

From: James Paone, Bureau of Mines Alternate Member
Uranium Commodity Committee

Subject: Report of Examination, DMEA Docket 4257 (Uranium)
Bell Cross Properties, Bell Cross mine, Custer County,
Idaho

I have reviewed the report of examination, DMEA Docket
4257, Bell Cross Properties, Bell Cross mine, Custer County, Idaho,
dated June 28 and received in this office July 19, 1956. I have
also discussed it with Joseph O. Hosted Washington representatlve
of the Atomlc Energy Commission.

The examining team recommends that the application be
denied because the primary minerals occurring in the veins are in
small, irregularly scattered amounts and any reserves that may be
discovered by the exploration work would be small.

’ The Atomic Energy Commission is sending the field team
a report of AEC findings in the subject area.

Should the AEC report serve to substantiate the field's
recommendation, we concur in the recommendation that the application
for exploration assistance be denied.

The report is being forwarded to the Chief, Division of
Minerals, in accordance with the routing slip attached thereto.

oA | aone—

James Paone





UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [?\f‘\ﬁ -
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION ‘JU[ Z . *
S EING TN ' v }7556

So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane l, Washington

July 12, 1956

Mr. George C, Selfridge, Chairman
Operating Committee, DMEA
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D, C.

Re: Docket No, DMEA-4257 (Uranium)
Bell Cross Properties
Bell Cross mine
Custer County, Idaho

Dear Mr, Selfridge:

Enclosed are four copies of a Field Examination Report
on the Bell Cross mine by Howard B. Nickelson, Geologist, Geological
Survey, and E. W. Parsons, Mining Engineer, Bureau of Mines, The
applicant has bulldozed four trenches, three of which exposed a
zone approximately 160 feet long in which are two narrow quartz
veins, both showing weak radiocactivity in places., Four samples
cut across the veins where there was radioactive count assayed
from 0,021 to 0,06 percent cU30g.

Nickelson and Parsons conclude that primary uranium
minerals occur in the weins, but only in small, irregularly
scattered amounts. They also conclude that the deposit is limited
in size and that any reserves discovered by further work would be
small; therefore, they recommend that the application be denied.
The Field Team concurs in this recommendation,

Mr. Weissenborn talked with Dudley Davis of the Atomic
Energy Commission Salt Lake office on April 11 regarding this
proposed project, Mr. Davis indicated that they had only incom-
plete information at that time. We are writing them, at the same
time sending them a copy of our report, and asking for their com-
ments to complete the docket. As soon as the comments are received,
we will forward them to you. ‘

By Field Team, Region I, NW District

oy ERoral Dpeatlll

fm -Wing G. Agnew, Acting Exec. Officer Donald R. MacLaren, Acting Member

U. S. Bureau of Mines U. S. Geological Survey
Reviewed by
Enclosures DMEA OPERATING COIMDIITTED
cc: USBM(2) Nickelson
| USGSéSRO) AEC,8LC - 7 -R0- s6 )

{ (devo),





. UNITED STATES » ‘ .
DEPARTENT OF THE TRTERIOR JUL 161956
DEFENSE MINERALS EXFLORATION ADMIFISTRATION o
8o, 157 Howvard Strest
Spelene &, Weshingten

 Jume 25 , 1956
To: DUBA Picld Teem, Roglen I, Herthwest District

Froms. .  Howard B. Flekeloen,. Geolegist, U. S. Geologicel Survoy,

emd Eo . Pargcas, Miniog. mm@@x, Y. 8. M@@,u @f M,m@@

Subject: Field Bxuminutien Report, Decket Mo. DMEA-L25T (Uz?mm)
o Boll Crose Pr@p@mies, Bell Crese mine, Custer @@\m*@y, ‘
I@&h@

mm@mmmm '

. Tag proporlty ves exemined -on tha aﬁ;@mm of - Jutae 6. and
Humes: 7, 1956.. Tho examiners vwere accompenied by Virgil Cress, secre-
tary, Rebsrt Bellimi, Joun Hslvorsen, Licyd Helversen, Roy Hzlvewrsen,
partRers; end Weyme S. Mosm, &@@l@gi@m Atemie Basrgy @mmissim,
Butta, Hoataus.

The spplicents have applied fer $32,900 to explore Lor
wrenivm. The oxpleraticn work consists of ebout 2 miles ef sccess
road, ”bulld@zing trenches, drilling and blasting im the tremches,
and @@gm@ering gexrvices.

The gpplicants have dozed four trenches exposing two RAYTOY
quartz veins, called the east velin amd the west vein along & gstrike.
length of epproximately 160 feet. Four sawples cut across the veins
at places baving redisactive count did not assay ore w&d@. Cne
sample cut from two boulders of float foumd near the veins asseyed
0.342 percent cU3 . The west vein imcluding silicified wall rock
renges between 2”and 3 feet wide and the east vein is ebout 1 fool
wide; the two veins intersect & few feet mmthwest of the No. 1
trench (see sketch). ‘

It is believed that primary uranium dees occur in the veins
but from the exposures in the trenches the occurrence will:be spotty
and the over-all grade of the veins would not be commercial. The
deposit is also limited in size and reserves would be small.

Reviewsd by .
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE

790 -S¢

(date)






Re@@@@@nd@ti

In the opimicn of th@ exemining team the @xplw@,ti@m
PrOZFan submi%@d by the epplicent should be demled.

LOCATION AWD A@CESS@EM

The property 18 om & mdg@ overlooking & south- flwimg
trivutery of Kelley Creek emd & morth-floving tributery of Besim
Creek im sec. 2 oF 3, T 1L Wop, Re 13 Bo, P.B.M., Custer @@mﬁyﬂ
Idaho, in the Stenmley Mimimz District.

The property ccm be reached from Stanley, Idamp by
traveling dbout b miles westerly on the Doadwecd-Cascade dizt
road ¢0 a road l@@dmg up Stenley Creek, then tmvelmg @b@m
Hay 'l“rail. The Bay Tmil voad leads into the Kelley CE@@I& dmzlm=
age, Appromimtely 24 miles wp the Hoy Trail & read turning $o
the mrth gces to the prospect aree, & digtance of apprmximm;ely
b miles. The lzst 2 miles of this read is & bulldezer trail. The
-rc&d is mmabl@ from Dscember to Jmea

@PMY RIGETS
The partners bave staked 15 lode mining cloims Mnown ag
the Ball Cr@@s Claims 1-15 inelusive. These claims weke r@c@rded
Hovember 27 » 1955 in the Custer. County courthouse in Cheliis, 2
Idalhoyin Book 15, pasges 57-T2, imclusive.

De@@npti@@ @f the Property

- The propserty v&s diac@vered frcm mdi@@.ctw@ qz
float that had broken from the ‘veine. The claims wvere staked im
the fall of 1955 and tremche@ vere dug across the veism, &8 nhmm
the emclosed sketeh, Tmree of the trenches cut the v@in@ but
the upper tmmh wvas not deep encugh to expose the veim. The
trenches range betueen 10 end 20 feet im depth. A rovgh Qozer
%rail comnects to the camp, a distance of cbout 2 miles.

@EOLQGY

The deposit occurs in granitic reck of the I’L‘d@h@ batholith
associated vith tvo narrov interaecting qmtz-chalcedmy veing.
The veins tyend H. 50° W, and N. 67° W. and dip nearly V@mlcal.
'.l'hay are composed of reddiah-brovn quartz and chalcedmy

The urenium minerals cbserved consist of autunite s
torbernite s uranophane, and a dark sooty colored mineral, prcbebly
uraninite; the secondary minerals occur along fractuxes and vugs,





end several halos ebout 6 inches in diemester were cbserved.
Wayne Mosn, AEC geolegist, found several pes-sized grains of
black scoty minerals with o high redicsctive coumt. It is
belicved primary uranium existe at depth but it is dowbtful
if commercial amounts will be foumd, as the lack of any greed
emount of sccondery vranium winerals sleong the velm exposures
sugzests that the mrm:mm minerale will be disseminated o im
scattered pods..

In the Ho. 1 trench the vein is & imches wide witI@
2 Peet of silicification om each wall. The 8-imch vein has
free walls but the silicified zome is frozem to the mm@a_
¥o radiegsctivity was found along the velm and no semples Wera
cut. Soms of the veim fleat from the trench showed siight’ mdi@- g
aetivity.

Three boulders of fleat each ebout 6 feet by 3 f@@‘t
shoved congidereble radiczctivity and secondawy urenium mi@@mla :
could be observed. A semple cub from two of the boulders ¢ @&y@d,
' 0.342 percent @UB% :

Tve velns vers @zp@@@d in ibh@ No. 2 trench. The- @@@ﬁ: ,
vein Qh@we& the high@@‘t radicactivity and two samples @@@@y@d '
0.033 parcent cU eeross 0.95 feet and 0.021 peveent cls

across l.3 feet. %@@ veet veln showed very little mdi@mt vity
-and Bo @mpl@g vere eut. The vein end silicified wall rc@k is-
' 3-b ‘feet wide with the walls frozen to the grauite. Duripg the
_.@mmin@tim tlhe epplicents decpened the trench over ths west: vei&ﬂ
- and -some autmme along the freetures was cbgerved. It app@ar@
- the. radi@activity in@r@a@@@ wi'&:h d@pﬁh. Tm@ vas @@mﬁm&ad by

the @pplice@t@ e

m ‘E‘r@mh Fo. 3 the ecast vein becomss REXYOWSE @m@ mdmw
'a.ctivity wag noted. Two camples were cut frem the west veime .. v
Semple LOER ves cut £iret and it aspayed 0.03 percent U @g across
1.9 feet. Ths applic@mt decpened the tremch gbout 2 f@@%
pample &9@& cut deress 1.6 fect assayed 0.06 porcent c%@g ,

The Fo. & trench vas not deep emough to expese the west
vein but the applicamte reported veln materiel was dug up that
shwed goma redicactivity.

Two other mdioactiva spots cccurring in plugs or chimey-

' 'shaped gra.nular qua.rtz bodies were examined several 'thousand ‘Peet -
‘northwest of the trench erea. BSecondary vranium minexals. occurred

‘ along fractures that seemed to be localized within a swall area. .





It iz believed that primary vrenivm minerals cad be
found at depth, but the seatiecred and spotiy m@umm@ of
gecondery minerals ot the surface suggests that the primazy
minerals will alse be spotity and erratic. It is alse ‘b@li.eved
that the grade of the veim will be %00 low for commsreial
exploitation. The ensminers comcur im their reccmmendation thab
the epplicaticon be denied.

Attachment 1

Distributicns
DMEA éw
Ugen (5)
UsssS{sRO)
ARG, SIC
Docked
Bickelaon
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, _ UNlTED STATES o

'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHlNGTON 25,D.C.

M. ’urgﬂ Se Cross, sam«my .
. Dell Croes Prﬂpertigs
Jerans, Idshe

Rﬁ Deckst llo. m&-ﬁZS? (m'anim)
Bell Croes Claime (7) :
Custer County, Tdaho

L, Thauppliuﬁmfwmhm inuplmgywprm,
. mnder the captioned dockst number, has besn reviswed by the Rare and

- Miscellsneous Metals Division of the Defense Minerals ma.mtion '

- r&éainistﬂtim. It has been mm 01 .

A‘.l!r. A.E.Vﬁambm

- Exsextive Officer ,

’ mmmmmz ‘
Nortihwens Pistriet S
Seuth Y57 Howard Street

Sp&tmh,mngtm

meliegim Otﬁuuillcmuctm inrem wycw '
éeet ir aﬁiﬁoml infmtinn i= nqnimd , :

 Stneerely y S
c.o Mittendu:?/ 8 )

o : Aamﬂsm
. MChing/gla
.14'2&'56 . .

‘cc to: Admr.'s Read:mg F:Lle

= Docket. '

Code 700
- Mr. Ching’ . .
B DMEA F:Leld Team, Reglon I, MrID:Lstrlct (2)





: l‘SﬁI‘I}B.mG copy

B UNITED STATES o C A
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR X/ /
/o

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
‘ WASHINGTON. 25, D. C.

. o AVi 2 61956
. m‘ ﬁ.o 1‘:0 mm
- Executiwe Officer

. DMBA Fisld Team, Region I

- Rorthwest Distrlet
-~ Seuth 157 Howerd Strest

" Spelesne k, Washington . -

xm Decket No. m—th? (Uranium)
. Bell Cross Properties

Bell Cross Claims (?)

Custey County, Idsho

Dmc Mr. Velsserborm:

The aubjeot application in belng refarred to you for
mtiatim, a field sxamination if werranted, and recommenda-
tiom. A copy of the appumtm was rotained by your offioe,

Copies of memorends, dated April 1§ amd 20, 1956, by

John B, Cramford, USHM, and N. . Nelson, UB(S meeﬁ.n
- relating to the application, m’mlmu&. ,’ .

Your attertion &5 called to tie m mt ths upplimﬁm
- cowere *15 mining clains 600 fest by 1500 fest,® bot the olaim mep
shows 14 mombered claims and 2 wnmmbered claims, with widthe of
only 300 feat. Alwme, itisnotclurmcwm%fhucmiﬂ
thamorﬁmchiuswmnwufﬁuprmw.

Simnly yours, -
George C. Selfndg‘e »
. Chairman, Opersting smvmé[/sj
L S . MChin /gla
AFPROVED: S 4~2L-56 -
- /s/ Robert W. Geechan ' cc to: Admr.'s Reading File
B ‘ %; Operating Committee
Howber, Puresa of Mines Docket” .
. essrs. JECrawford, Rm. 36141 »
Thor H. Kulsgaard ’ %)M THKiilsgaard, Rm. 522l
_ Mor, Gcﬂcg&mlm { JOHosEd, Rm. 3210, GSA

Code 700 ‘ :
Mre. Ching ‘





. 3 ' , V . IN REPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES ‘
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

- APp ‘
‘April 20, 1956 207956

Re: DMEA L257
Bell Cross Properties
Bell Cross prospect
Custer Co., Idaho
$32,900.00 - Uranium

meorandumv .
To: E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of application.

The applicant requests assistance in exploring a.l-foot
known vein and much bulldozing in the search for the source or
sources of numerous pieces of uranium-bearing float. '

Work done consists of three bulldozer cuts which disclosed
a wedge~-shaped vein in granite that widens to 1 foot in width in
3 feet. The indicated length of this vein is about 100 feet. Of
more seeming importance are the large pieces of float, scattered
over & large area, from which samples have been chipped. At least
b claims, #1, #2, #14 and #15, are said to be represented by samples.

The work proposed consists of i=-

Access road 10,500 feet $ 1,600.00

Bulldozing and rock removal B
48,000 cu. yds.* 2k ,000.00
Instrument work . 900.00
Solid rock work 1,900 cu. yds. 5,400.00
Consultants 1,000.00
$32,900.00

* The bulldozer cuts may be as much as 50 feet deep.

The assays of 11 samples are listed ass--

Cleim 1, AEC 0.169% Us0g -
Highland Surprise 0.29 "
AEC 0.40 "
50# Klobusuki 0.19 "
AEC Moen 0.577, 0.033% U,0

‘ 8
AEC Moen ‘ 0.107, 0.040 S

0S¢





S
A @ Y

Claim 2, AEC 0.23% U308
14, -AEC 0.153 "
15, Pocatello ‘ 0.159 "

Composite (Black) 0.19 "

Referral of the application to the Fieid Team for

appropriate action is recommended.

N. E. Nelson





® | ® ‘/'20";’_(0

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR I
‘BUREAU OF MINES RECETUED
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. *;\\lo :“3

April 19, 1956

Memorandum

To: Ernest William Ellis, DMEA Member
Uranium Commodity Committee

Froms: John E. Crawford, Bureau of Mines Member
Uranium Commodity Committee

Subject: ﬁAppllcatlon for Assistance, DMEA Docket 4257, Bell Cross
Properties, Custer County, Idaho

I have reviewed the attached application, DMEA Docket
4257, Bell Cross Properties, Custer County, Idaho, dated April 1l
and received in this office April 17, 1956. I have also discussed
it with Joseph O. Hosted, Washlngton representatlve of the Atomic
Energy Commissione. .

‘ . The applicant requests Federal aid to explore for uranium

on the Bell Cross properties located in Custer County, Idaho. - The
proposed work includes theé building of 4,000 feet of access road at

a cost of $1,600, the removal of 48,000 cubic yards of overburden at

a cost of $2h OOO° charges for instrument work, removal of solid rock,
and professional services bring the total estlmated cost of the project
to $32,900.

<

The applicant states that ore grade material is present on the
subject property and AEC offices at Salt Lake City indicate that there
have been a number of discoveries in the area and some of them appear
to be of interest.

We recommend that the application be referred to the field

for examination and that the field team be requested to consult with
E. E. Thurlow, Atomic Energy Commission, Salt Lake City, Utah, regard-

ing the application.
éé John Crawford

Attachment





_ spril 17, 1956
Subject: DHEA-L257
Re: Explordtiun,éssistance

Bell Cross Properties ' ' Dell Cross
¢/o Tirgil S. Cross | :
Challis, Idaho
¥y dear i Cross: .

The receipt of your application dated &pr1l 2y 1956, o
-for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of . 1950, :
a8 amended 1e hereby acknowledged '
Your application has been aeeigned Docket Number DMEAah257
and referred to the Rare & Misce Metal Division. |
| : Kindly 1dentify all future correepondence relating to your fe
epplication by this docket number. |

Sincereiy yours,

.Robert B, Adams, Chief
' Operntione Control and -
Stntiatice Diviaion

09323





Apnril 17, 1956

Memorandum
To: - Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region -
From: Chief, Operatibn's Control and Statistics Division

' Subject: Assignment of Docket Number .
There is listed below the assigned docket number to -

. an appliqation recentiy received from Region
S Im,

DMEA o N
= 4257 Bell Cross Properties

Robert E. Adams R
Chief, Operation's Control ~
and Statistics Division

INT.-DUP., SEC., WASH., D.C. I o . 91780





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION RECENELD
ARAEIINTEDONZSKENITE :
APR 1 61956

So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane ki, Washington

April 11, 1956 -

Mr. George C. Selfridge, Cha.irma.n“/
Operating Committee, DMEA
Department of the Interior

WaShington 25, D. C.

Re: New application (Uranium)
Bell Cross Properties (Partnership)
Bell Cross
Custer County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Selfridge:

Enclosed are three copies of an application submitted
by Virgil S. Cross, Secretary, Bell Cross Properties, Jerome,
Idaho. We have retained one copy for our files.

, Carbon copies of two bids are also enclosed, in trip-
licate.
Sincerely yours,

; ‘ <
A. E. Weissenborn
Executive Officer, DMEA
Field Team, Region I, NW District

Enclosures as indicated

ce: USBM (2)
Nickelson

P.S. I have Just talked with Dudley Davis of the AEC
office at Salt Lake City regarding this application. He tells me -
the AEC has only incomplete information so far, but that there
have been a nunber of discoveries in the area and that some of them
may be of interest.

AEW
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TITUS, INC. ' APR 1 51955
320 West Ave. A
Phone 134 - Jerome, Idaho

February 3, 1956

Virgil S. Cross, Secretaryvf
Bell Cross Properties
Jercme, Idaho

Dear Sir:

Our company submits the following bids subject to the conditions
stated herein, on exploration work of Bell Cross Properties, located on
Kelly Creek Drainage in Stanley Basis:

(1) 148,000 yards dirt, tree, and rock removal, depth of

_ cuts not to exceed 30 feet at our privilege if rock
in place is encountered at that depth 52¢ per yard.
Total bid - $2k4,960.00

(2) Shooting and removing rock in place estimated, 1500
yards, $4.75 per yard - Total bid $7,125.00

(3)  Access road, 10,500 feet - bid - $2,000.00

Total Bid - $34,085.00

If work is discontinued by Bell Cross Properties before $5,000.00
worth of work is completed, Bell Cross Properties will pay in addition,
the total amount of work done, the actual cost of moving the equipment.
We agree to complete above work within 90 working days from start of
the project.

Very truly yours,
TITUS, INC.
/s/ 1

AHM:sh Secretary
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. - Virgil Crossv/ SRR T
IR " Bell Cross Properties . . L
SR .Jerome, Tdeho - L e L

e o In suhmitting the following bids for work on the Bell Cross’’ : '

S e :Prqperties we have had to meke allowance for: 255 more in costs o e
L% T due to increased coats of supplies, labor and because of its L o
R o 1ocationo N 1

T :.104 1o, 500 feet access road regardless of yardage N R
4 e to be moyed over, thg gp&gg;ly_ggreed”propoaga ot l;_m_lvrllw”, B
T TS e , L ¢ Bid $1 750,00+ 5.

e - *

20 48,000 yards dirt, rock ‘end tree remQVal, cuts i,.y‘h
G not to exceed.30 feet.if moré>than ten drill ﬁéﬂu-
: D oo . shots per hundred feat are requiredo- ,9¢ per - S
SRS e . yard - l,‘ ; T R Bid $23,/20.00

4

ST 3 1,500 estimated solid rock removal, $4°oo per - 2
A yardo pls e Bid 3 6:090 0

R ‘,f’iiﬂﬂf' 'If you’ atop work before 20 working days after we etart, you
w e oo will-pay .our company,for moving the equipment to and from its
PRI v ST . - origin‘ . C, ) o : : : ' L e ) \".': - A . .::‘- ]
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(eriost fprt Y008 DEFENSE MINERA ORATION ADMlNlSTRAﬁE__’_ﬁBj et ® o femo
ﬁECEﬁég -

) “APR 1 61956

Not to be filled in by applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PHECBANTHTO Doctet %o A M L A = AS ]

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Ruveives = é/ ________ -

PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated COSJ.B_ %, Doo06

Participation (Government /3 J

&’wgﬁ%;g/l?56 M&%ﬁ?& Pt | Relltnsse) Untomivered, Toer s

CTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your
mailing address: Bell__.Cross._-Propertms-__(l’artnershlp)_-reaorderl-_Chall:Ls,--ldaha. ------
Partners James K. Wheeler, Hailey, Idaho;. Norman Hintze, Virgil S.. Cross,
Robert Bellini, John Halversaon,.  Roy.Halverson, Edwin Halverson--and.-.uoyd
Halverson, all _of Jderome, Idaho.

) (b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four .copies), with your name and address on each’
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. Applicant’s property rights—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to exploré,'including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the explmatlon, and excluding any land or interest in land which is
not to be included in the exploration project contract 15 mlnlng claims_ 600" bV 1600 duly
record Challis, Idaho, Book /J Pagess7 .42 Z?.m--_gn__ligvemhe_r___m 51955,
Locat1on work complete.

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. Bell Cross
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise .._QwWner

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract or other document under which
you control the property.

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it None ‘ fteiiiootmis_eses

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete. ), and your
reasons for wishing to explore Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) .any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other -technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the projéct: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supphes, equipment, water, and power. 16—80551-1





Y

5. The exploration project.—(*tate the mineral or minerals for which you’\ to explore ... UrAanium ..

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.

(¢) The work will start within .- 90 ___ days and be completed within 81iX___. months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also‘that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

‘6. Estimate of costs—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under E}ge following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(@) Independent contracts.— (Note..—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an ltemlzed schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geologlcal consultants.

{c) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including iteins of equlpment costing less than $50 each
.and power, water and fuel. , . . . o

(d) Operating equipment —Furmsh an itemized hst of any operatmg equipment to be rented, purchased, or wh1ch is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, ¢ or suggested use-allowance hased on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

_ (g) Miscellaneous—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(h) Contingencies—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

NoTe.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

- other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government part1c1pat10n (Sec. 7, DMEA No 1)? :

(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs? - - - . - St b B s L

- o I:I Money [EI Use of equipment owned bs-r you D Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief. -

Dated . February—2 54/ 2 196,

BELL CROSS PROPERTIES

z (Applicant)

By.-.

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

0. 5. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—68551-1
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‘It slopes from the west to the east at approximately 1000 ft, ‘
per mile. It also slopes from north to the south at about
1500 ft. per mile. The terrain is uniform and is not broken
pup to any appreciable extent into ridges and gullies. The

ivein material found runs NW-SE and because of slope shafting
iwill not be necessary.

i

.~ The property lies within a granite batholith. This granite ?
‘has hroken down to a yellowish earth with loose rocks and soft '
'yellow rock in place that will require some drilling and shooting.

2 . .

| The vein, located by bulldozing twelve feet down in this :
.granite, runs ¥W.SE and is located in nearly the center of i
No.1 Claim. The vein has been cut in three places, total dis- «
‘tances between cuts 100 ft. or more. The top of the vein is *
wedge shaped and widens to 1 foot in width in 3 ft, (deepest ;
digging down on vein). Vein material is very hard, considerably ‘
fresistant to heavy sledge hammer., It is highly silicified ;
land very fine grained, :

i " |
i The ore has autinite and tohernite, uranaphane in crevices
land seams, with sooty grey and black primary one that shows
no thorium. It is bordered by a hard reddish porous side wall
With hematite staining with a definite cleavage from the vein ‘
material. This side wall material assays from .09 to .05 Uz0g

I; : .

E? Radioactive rockshave been found in several places over the
£laims from the. north to the south for nearly a mile, indicating :
more than one source or vein, All assays of these rocks were !
pbove ,10% Ug0g, and all were very much weathered, # See enclosed :
map for loca%ion of . two pushups where radioactive ore was found |

on N.E. corner of each, also location of uranium bearing rocks
- Bcattered over claims,

ﬁ Only a few feet above where the vein is located on the
No.l claim, 20 to 30 rocks of high radioactivity were found.

ssays ran from .29 to .40 U O0g. These assays were definitely
- below the average grade of the rock. ' For example -~ a 10 1b.

- $ample broken into 1" to 2% pieces. The pieces were checked
gy Geiger counter and divided into two lots. The lot with the
lower count was sent in for assay and would average only about

gne-half the reading on the Geiger counter of the other lot.

i} )
! These rocks are of vein-like, highly silicified material

ith a heavy coating of autinite and uranaphane, tobernite in

irevices and badly leached pitchblende. Three of these rocks

wWeigh over 2000 1bs, each and their smallest dimension is over »
@4“. Adjacent and among these radioactive rocks are red hamatite ‘
yocks,21s50 radioactive, from 8% to 18" in width, - ' B

¥
3 »

f Due to the lateness of the season; we were able to do
dlmost no other work ogler than building one mile of road, doing
gtaking and location work. Three bulldozer cuts 40ft. long,
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12 ft. deep and 18 ft. wide, were made on the vein and approx-
imately 100 man-hours of pick-and-shovel digging and 50 hours

- of instrument work were done.: A light snowfall blanketed this
area early and almost completely stopped all instrument work.

Reason to explore--to determine feasibility of developing this
property into a profitable and producing uranium mine.

(d)

The property is thirteen miles from the town of Stanley
and eighty-five miles from the railroad at Ketchum, Idaho. It
is one mile from a road that can stand heavy hauling with not
more than $1000 work on its eight miles. We have been driving
within one mile of the property in passenger cars, easily.
Housing is available in Stanley. A new road to be built (see
map) will eliminate all bad grades and bridges from present
road to the property. This road will be easier to keep open
in winter because it will be practically free of drifts.

(e) Manpower and supplies other than timber and lumber will
have to be brought in from Hailey and Kétchum areas.. Equipment
will have to be brought in from areas outside of Stanley. Water
is available by installing pump and from 800 to 1500 ft, of pipe.
The nearest power line is eight miles. Power will have to be
furnished by piesel if necessary.

5. (a) Uranium
(b) See enclosed sketch of work to be done.
(c) Ninety days and be completed within six months.
(d)b Opefating experience of personnel:

Robert Bellini - Precision machinist, 30 years experience.
Owner of B & B Repair Shop, Jerome.

Norman Hintze - Several years experience as hard rock
miner in California and Idaho. Also Electrician.

Virgil Cross (County Extension Agent) - Hard rock mining
experience. Also workable knowledge of geology.

James Wheeler, save as above. Also experience in timbering

John, Roy, Lloyd and Edwin Halverson are partners of the
Halverson Construction Company, with 10 years experience in
Nbuilding roads and opening and developing mining properties in
Utah, Idaho and Nevada.

The work will be supervised by John Halverson, with the
consultation of competent geologists and mining engineers, either
&rom the Atomic Commission or private individuals.

(6) See #Maps for proposed work.

I Access Road - New - Total distance approximately 10,500
feet, Terrain, timber, maximum diameter 16", average 10" to
12", dirt loose granite and soft granite in place may require
some drilling and shooting. Cost per yard 40f, total estimated
yardage, 4000. Total Cost ........ccivievninenne.. 21620080

. Bulldozing and Rock Removal for locating veins,
exploring outcropsa nd pushups and determining extent and
. amount of ore deposits. Terrain: Trees average 10" dia.,

dirt, soft granite not in place, and soft granite in
place will require some drilling and shooting, also bar
and pick and shovel work. Estimated total yardage to

be moved, 48000 yds at 50¢ per yd. Total Cost........ ﬁ{}d ‘





| [Bel/ Cress Prop.
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) Jegome, Zdabo
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Cuts will vary from an estimated 8 to 50 feet.

Instrument work and exploratory pick and shovel work,
including gridding of claims, $60 per claim, 15 claims
Total Cost..... $900.00

Removal of Solid Rock, including driiling and
shooting - Estimated yardage 1400 yards at $3.%0 per yd.
» Total Cost.... &,%00.00 |

Geologist and Mining Engineer - 10 days at $100.. 1,000,00

Total Cost ......./ 82,9000

#Geologists that have looked over the property include:

Tibor Kobusicky, Supt. Highland Surprise
Address: Stanley, Idaho, or Kellog, Idaho

bwight Pruett, U.S. A.E.C. Box 198, Butte, Montana
Wayne S. Moen, U.S. A.E.C. Box 198, Butte Montana
Dwight Schmidt, U.S. Geological Service, Seattle, Wash.

#Limited to vein, due to snow limiting instrument work.

Sample
I Claim 14 AEC 498 No.467 0.153 Uz Ug
IT Claim 1 AEC 498 No,.465 0.169 Ug 0Og
IIT Claim 2 AEC P.5964 0.23 Ug Og
4 Claim 1 Hiland?Surprise--ﬂobusuki 0.29 Ug Og
5 Claim 1 AEC Butte via phone 0.40 Uz Og
6 Claim 15 Pocatello Assay 0.159 Ug0g
7 Claim 1 50# sample Klobusuki N 0.19 Ug Og
8 Claim 1 Samples by Moen AEC 0.577, 0,033
0.107, 0,040
9. Composite Sample Deacon E. Black 0.19
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Standard Form No. 65 (Rev. 1/46) 3. Write clearly. .
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Send surplus envelopes to ‘

Use other side
supply room for reissue.

Use RUN and STOP only when messenger service between Government buildings In Washington Is required.
Your mail room has RUN and STOP Information.
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