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I 	 I Air Mail 


Chairman'' 
Operating Committee, DNEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DNEA-4257 (Uranium) 
Bellcross Uranium, Inc. 
Bell Cross Claims 
Custer County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Selfridge: 


I have given very careful consideration to your letter 
of January 18, 1957, and to the letter and other material from 
Mr. Virgil S. Cross which accompanied this. 


Regarding the re-examination of the Bell Cross property, 
Mr. Cross wrote on September 21, 1956, stating he had done additional 
work at the Bell Cross and asked what steps were necessary for re-
consideration of the property. I replied on September 27 that we 
would require a map showing new work and the location, width, and 
assays of any new samples. Mr. Howard R. Nickelson of this office 
left for the field on October 8 and although we had not , heard 
further from Mr. Cross I told him that he had better plan to have 
another look look at the Bell Cross property. This was because of the 
danger of an early snowfall that might make examination of the 
property impossible until spring * We tentatively set a date for 
October 17, depending on how this would fit in with the examination 
of seven other properties that Nickelson had scheduled in central 
Idaho. Because of the uncertainty we did not at this time in-
form Mr. Cross. 


On October 10 Mr. Cross wrote again citing new assays 
but did not send the map we had requested nor indicate-where the 
samples were taken.. This letter was received on Friday, October 12, 
and on Monday, October 15, I wrote Mr. Cross that although he had 
not sent the information we requested, because of the lateness of 
the season we would endeavor to get in touch with our field man 
and scheçule a re-examination of the property. Mr. Cross telephoned







0	 S 
me on the sixteenth--obviously before he had received my reply- .-
asking when the examination would be made. I told him that Mr. 
Nickelson was in the area and I thought that we could look at it 
about the seventeenth but his would depend on other commitments. 
I also told him that Nickelson could be contacted at Stanley if 
he were on schedule, and advised him to try to reach Nickelson 
there. Immediately after I was able to reach Nickelson by tele-
phone at Stanley and requested him to arrange for a re-examination. 
Shortly after, Cross contacted Nickelson about the same matter. 
Nickelson told Cross he would examine the Bell Cross that afternoon 
but could delay the examination until the next day in order to give 
Cross tiMe to drive the 160 miles from Jerome, Idaho. Cross said 
that he had other commitments and could not get over for several 
days. Nickelson still had three other properties to examine, and 
as the possibility of snow was imminent he was unable to delay any 
longer. Consequently, he examined the property that afternoon. 
Although. Cross was not there, there were present to of the four 
Halverson brothers who were partners in the property at the time 
the D1'1EA application was made. (Evidently the partnership has since 
been incorporated with Robert Bellini president, and Virgil Cross, 
secretary.) Consequently, I am somewhat taken aback by Mr. Cross ts 
complaint that we did not give him time to prepare the property for 
examination; I was under the impression that he was pushing us for 
an early examination. 


I am also puzzled by Mr. Cross's statement that "according 
to the AEC there are only two U308 veins in Idaho, and this is one 
of them." Although none to date have developed into producing mines, 
I personally know of a number of uranium-bearing veins in Idaho. 
Nickelson's remarks concerning the distribution of uranium in this 
part of Idaho quoted by Mr. Cross was inelegant, but nevertheless 
expressive, and was meant to indicate that there are many occurrences 
of uranium in central Idaho. Mr. Cross apparently is suggesting that 
because this is one of two uranium veins in Idaho, the AEC considers 
the Bell Cross property an attractive prospect. I refer you to a 
letter to me from A. E. Granger, Area Manager, Salt Lake Area Office, 
Division of Raw Materials, Atomic Energy Commission, dated July 19, 
196. Mr. Granger states, "We are in agreement with the DMEA. field 
team's appraisal of the Bell Cross property, Custer County, Idaho. 
Radioactivity is confined to spotty occurrences in narrow quartz-
chalcedony veins so it is doubtful if ore-grade material could be 
found by the proposed exploration work." A copy of this letter was 
forwarded. to you on August 1, 196. 


In a notarized list of assays accompanying his letter, 
Mr. Cross cites a number of samples taken by the AEC, including 
one taken by Moen on November 8, 196 (incorrectly listed by N. 
Cross as October 196), which assays 0.77 percent U308. Although 
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Mr. Cross does not say so, this represents a,6-inch width of vein. 
Other samples taken by Moen at the same time assayed 0.033, 0.107 
and 0.040 percent 1J308. Three additional samples taken by Moen 
June 20 and 21, 1956, assayed 0.010, 0.023 and 0.151 percent U308 
(radiometric). Thus, in citing only the high assays, Mr. Cross has 
not given the whole story. 


The two letters from Mr. Demars of the Vitro Minerals 
Corporation refer to mill tests made on small amounts of ore; the 
first, a small sample taken by Demars; the second, apparently a 
larger one of about 25 pounds requested by Demars. I have no doubt 
that small samples with similar uranium content can be collected 
without much difficulty, but this does not necessarily mean that 
they are representative of the deposit as a whole. Please note 
that Demars' letters merely discuss the results of milling tests 
and state that he would like to see the. property again; nowhere 
does Dernars express an opinion about the property. C. H. Smith 
from the same company, in his letter of January 3, does ask Cross 
if he would be interested in an option. I, of course, do not know 
what was in Mr. Smith's mind, neither am I aware of his opinion of 
the property nor on what this opinion may be based. I do know that 
competition for uranium properties is keen, and if there is any 
eiidence of uranium at all it would not be unusual for a company to. 
tie up a property with an option merely to obtain time to make an . 
examination, provided this option could be obtained without too 
much cost. This would be particularly true if the company were 
interested in a contiguous property, which I understand from an 
unconfirmed report may be the case. Please note the terms of the 
agreement proposed by Mr. Smith. If the results of the examination 
are favorable, Vitro will agree to undertake". some development work 
and will pay for the property from gross ore receipts. No price 
is mentioned. Vitro obviously is takirvery little risk and makes 
no promise to do anything more than examine the property. I do not 
feel, therefore, that the offer of this particular option means as 
much as Mr. Cross implies. 


Mr. Cross's notarized statement regarding Nickelson is 
apparently intended to show that Nickelson has had little or no 
experience with uranium, and is incompetent to examine uranium 
properties. These statements do not give a true picture because 
Nickelson has been quoted out of context; some of the statements 
indicate a misunderstanding of what Nickelson said; and some are 
not quoted exactly. Nickelson has, indeed, had more experience 
with base metal 'deposits than he has had with uranium. 'This is 
simply because Idaho, where Nickelson has done most of his work, 
has been an important producer of lead, zinc, tungsten, antimony 
and similar metals, but up to now has produced no uranium outside 
of a few test shipments and has, at present, no operating uranium 
mines. Nickelson has seen almost every occurrence of uranium in 
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Idaho, except those in the Coeur d'Alene district, where, contrary 
to Mr. Cross's statement, Nickelson has never worked. He also 
spent a month working on the Lost Creek schroeckingerite deposits 
near Wamsutter, Wyoming, Thus, Nickelson has had experience with 
uranium deposits. Furthermore, the examination of a uranium de-
posit is not greatly different from the examination of any other 
deposit.


Much is made of the fact that Nickelson did not use a 
Geiger counter in his re-examination but, actually, a Geiger counter, 
although a useful tool, is not always necessary. In this case, there 
was no question concerning the presence of uranium in the deposit; 
previbus assays had shown it, the uranium minerals can be recognized 
without difficulty, and the quartz-chalcedony vein with which they 
are associated is clearly visible. It was not Nickelson's purpose 
to pick the "hotest" spot for sampling but to cut a representative 
sample of the vein; this could actually be done better without the 
use of the counter. Incidentally, according to Nickelson's report 
of November 19 3 the sample was cut over a width of 2.1 feet, not 


4 inches as claimed by Mr. Cross, and it assayed 0.388 percent cU308, 
which would indicate a fair sample of the vein. Additional samples 
were not cut because the trench was filled with muck. Although a 
bulldozer was standing by, no offer was made to clear the trench 
to permit examination and sampling. 


The statement that Nickelson took several samples during 
the first examination is not quite accurate. These samples were 
taken by E. W. Parsons, Bureau of Mines engineer. Parsons is a 
joint author with Nickelson of the report of the first examination, 
and is in full accord with the conclusions in that report. 


Mr. Cross implies that because Nickelson asked one of 
the laborers, "Is that pitchblende?", he knows nothing about 
uranium. The facts are that the applicants have stated that there 
is pitchblende in the ore but Nickelson was unable to recognize any. 
In an attempt to run this down, Nickelson collected a black mineral, 
the only one he could find that even remotely resembled pitchblende, 
and asked Lloyd Halverson (according to the company's application, 
a co-partner in the enterprise, not just fl one of the miners" as 
stated by Mr. Cross), whether that is what he called pitchblende. 
Subsequent examination of this material in the laboratory shows 
that it consisted of blEick smoky quartz as suspected by Nickelson 
and its radioactivity is very low. In his report, Nicke1sön:mentions 
the possibility that pitchblende mayi be a primary uranium mineral in 
this deposit; on the other hand, we have not as yet identified pitch-
blende in the ore.
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Mr. Cross must have misunderstood Nickelson regarding 


the furnishing of assay data for Nickelson is oositive that on 
neither examination did he promise that he would send assay reports. 
Following the re-examination, when Mr. Cross requested the assays 
over the telephone and became quite insistent, Nickelsbn merely 
told him that of the six samples taken, four were under a tenth 
and that two (one of which was from a float boulder) ran around 
four tenths. He did not give him the actual assays. 


No one from this office has ever doubted that there is 
uranium present on the Bell Cross property, but the spotty occurr-
ence of the uranium minerals in narrow quartz-chalcedony veins does 
not, in our judgment, make this an attractive prospect. This is 
admittedly a matter of opinion and others may differ; all we can 
say is that AEC geologists who have looked at many uranium deposits, 
appear to concur in this opinion. 


Tibor Kiobusicky, to whom Mr. Cross refers, states that 
he thinks the Bell Cross deposit is of mineralogic interest, and 
might be worth a limited amount of work, but the present showings 
are not minable. He does not regard it as an outstanding prospect 
as implied by Mr. Cross. 


If, by doing additional work, or by cleaning more thor-
oughly the existing exposures, it can be shown that the ore lenses 
are more continuous than we now believe, we will be pleased to 
reconsider our decision. Apparently, in our desire to accommodate 
Mr. Cross and re-examine his property before snow made this examina-
tion impossible, we looked at it before he was ready for us, although 
he registered no complaint when I told him over the telephone that 
I would do everything possible to get a field man there immediately. 
I would not wish to arrange another examination until Mr. Cross is 
satisfied that the property is completely ready for inspection; we 
should have positive assurance that more work has been done or that 
the present exposures are fully visible. Furthermore,' Mr. Cross 
should be asked to state what exploration he has in mind besides 
the bulldozing and surface excavation he proposes in his application. 


Sincerely yours, 


OL , E. f"J , -_ - . 4 M.& - - - 


A. E. Weissenborn 
Executive Officer 
Region I, NW District 


cc: IJSBM (1)
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Mr. Virgil . Cross, Beoretar 
Belicross' tJranium  
Jerome,, Idaho  


Re: Docket No. D &­,4257 (Uranium)	
1O0. 


Bell 	 Claim	 -2h	 22 
Cstor.County, Idaho-, _ 


Dear Mr, Cross:: 


Your letter of January 3, 1%7,, iiith atta&uaents, has been, 


received and noted* li!e are=king ftxther, iniirie:a into the ratter 


and r;.U communicate with you as 'soon as all the necessary information 


i3 at hand.


Sincerely yours, 


P. 


Administrator 


NChing/gla 


cc to: Adinr.!s Reading File 
Operating Committee 


DIYEA Field Team, Region I, NWDist. (2) 
Code 700, Mr. Ching 
THKiilsgaard, Rm. 5224 
JECrawford, 36143


w- I v _.-.
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South 137 Hoard Ctreet 
Spcka! h, T:asIing1


Ta: .Docket. rio.	 A-U.57 (Uraniur)

e11coss Urniut Inc. 


Tefl CrOEs lait 
Custer County, Idaho 


Dear 72r o Veborflt


V
" 225 


Incioed are to em, iet each of the 1'o11ong correspondence 
relating to the sub3ect application: 


1., Letter, dated January 3, $57, from Vir1 • 


ecrotary, ieU croso Uranium, Inc., to tI* 
Mthietrator. 


2. Letters, dated novenber 5 and tee&tbEr 31, 1956, 
frort L. C. Jeiars, 0e010jst, Vitro 11era1s 
Corporation, to Roy Halverson, 


3* tatters dated January 3, 1931, fr C. H. SMth, 
tivfron Geologist, Vitro !!inerals Coaon, 
to flog fla1veri. 


t. Iotarized Snary of Assay Teorts,euwa to on 
January 5, 1957. 


flotarized $atesnt• !earth :r. !ick1eson, 
evorn to On January 5, L?. 


closures	 - 
0. M. BIchOP	 (1jj4) 


ier, rureau of anei 
!Ihor U. Kiilsgaard


*-Caw 
oo3i 


Pease review these docurnoxtts and give us your ree1e2YJatioU 
on the r3atter. It may be nwaseary to schedule another field examination 
then the ieather periita. In such event you nr wish to send out a 
special e=m1nize team as in the American trategte VineraU Corporation 
case.


CinceZ'e$ urS 


George C. Selfridge



Cbairman, operating


8623 
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PEILCIPUSS UPANIUA,. INC. 
JEROME, IDAHO 


January 3, 1957


I	 _____J	 T 1957 


L7-11-5) reL)J 
V 


Mr. C.O. Mittendorf 
Administrator 
Defense Minerals Exploration Assistance 
Washington, D.C. 


RE: Docket No, UMEA 4257 (Uranium)	
^ 


Belicross Claims, Custer County, Idaho 


We have received your letter of December 13, 1956 in 
regard to the above matter. We have also received a letter 
from Senator Dworshak concerning your investigation into 
this matter. 


Enclosed are (1) a notarized statement of Mr. Nickle-. 
son's statements and actions concerning Bellcross Uranium, 
and (2) a notarized statement of assay reports. 


As secretary of Bellcross Uranium, I wish to state that 
this is not  stock promotion deal, as the corporation has 
incorporated for only 100,000 shares at $1.00 each. We have 
spent more than $15,000 onxploration work based on advice 
of geologists associated with American Aluminum, Vitro-.Chemical 
and HighlandSurprise and SunshinqjlinTng Companies, also 
geologists from A.E.C. All of these geologists have been more 
than .encouraging. 


There are, according, to A.E.C., only two U3_08 veins in 
Idaho, and this is one of them. The vein has been traced by 
cuts for over 1000. feet. It has widened from 4 inches near 
the , surface to 12 to 36 inches at 30 to 40 feet. deep in the 
cut. Assays have increased proportionally. We were beginning 
fo stock-pile ore and would have had enough to .ship in three 
more days, but two feet of snow'forced us to stop operations 
until next spring.	 . 


I would suggest you contact either or both Tiborlobu-
siki, geologist for Highland Surprice, Inc., Wallace, Idaho, 
or L.C. Demars, geo1 ygist for Vitro-Minerals Corp..,P.O. Box 
67, Salt Lake City, Utah, who are well acquainted with the 
property.. If their opinion coincides with Mr. Nickleson's, 
we will drop the matter.	 .	 ,







Mr. C.O. Mittendorf - page 2 


If you wish to check on my personal character and integrity, 
I suggest you contact Senator Henry Dworshak of Idaho, who has 
known me for twenty years. Also, Representative Hamer Budge 
of Idaho has a close friend in Judge Theron Ward of Jerome, and 
I am sure he would be glad to contact Judge Ward and get this 
information for you. 


VSC:h 
cc. Senator Dworshak



Rep. Budge 


j5. Sce


Very truly yours, 


I
 P e^a^v "0' Se etary 


BELLCROSS URANIIThf, INC. 


V.-elifo ehep7
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600 W. 33rd SO. ST. • P. 0. BOX 67 • SOUTH SALT LAKE • TELEPHONE IN 74414 


	


S	 S 


November 5, 196 


Mr. Roy Halverson  


% Belicross Uranium, Inc. 	 S	 S 



Jerome, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Halverson: 


Just a short note to let you know what your samples 
assayed. The uranium content is 1.18%, but the extrtion was 
only 66.7% which is rather low. Most ores extract better than 
95'  0.


The man in charge of our mill would like to do some 
research on your ore, and desires about 2pounds more of the 
rock. Would you please send the ore to me, and try as hard as 
you can to send average samples, and not all high grade rock. 


For the present time, I believe that the 25 or so 
pounds of your ore will be sufficient for us to work on. There 
is no need to send in a shipment of the ore just yet. 


We want to wish you a lot of luck in your mining opera-
tion, and hope that all is going well with you. 


Very truly yours, 


VITRO MINERALS COR.ATION 


. 	


,.	 L. C. DEMARS, Geologist 


_LCD :jm -	
-	 S


Sample tcs,ife' by Densvs 


Jointly owned by ROCHESTER I PITTSBURGH COAL COMPANY and VITRO CORPORATION of AMERICA
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STATE OF IDAHO 
ss, 


County of Twin Fails, 


This is -to certify that n this date I made 
this- photocopywhicIi is a true, correct and 
complete copy of the original instrument, 


0. A. Kelker	 -



Subscribed and sworn tobefore me thisl2d. 
day ofZ- Q	 19 


lei 


Eety P. ,çieber, -	 - 
Notary P':b1ic, 
flczi:i' c.t Twin Fal, IdahO. 


Ily ccni 1nn cnpiros,







VITRO 1ZNERALS CORPORATION 


600 We 33rd St. • P.O. Dox 67 • South Salt Lake 
Telephone IN 1.5414 


December 31. , 1956	
a 


Mr. Roy Halverson 
% flelicross Uranium, Inc. 
Jerome, Idaho 


Dear Roy: 


Just a short note, to give you the results on 
the last uranium ore. you sent to us. The rocic assayed 
4456% U3 08 9 and the extraction turned out to be 93.4 
percent, which is rather good. We would like to look 
at your property again just as soon as the weather will 
permits How is the weather up in the Stanley Basin now? 
Would it be feasible to look at the property right away? 
Is there too much snow now to make a thorough examination 
of the property? let us know what the score is! 


We hope all is going well with youo and also wish 
you avery happy and prosperous new year. 


Very truly yours 


VITRO rUNERALS CORPORATION 


L.C. pEMARS, Geo16jst 
LCD: JNO 


Jointly owned by RQC1STER & PITTSBURGH COAL Corx pANy AND ITitro Corporation of America







MINERALS CORPORATION 


600 W. 33rd SO. ST. • P. 0. BOX 67 • SOUTH SALT LAKE • TELEPHONE IN 7-5414 


January 3, 197 


Mr. Roy Halverson' 
% Bellcrosa Uranium, Inc. 
Jerome, Idaho 


Bear Mr. Halverson: 


I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
cooperation in working out the milling problems on the ore from 
your property in the Stanley Basin. 


Nov that the milling problems have been partially over-
come, I wonder if you would be interested in having Vitro develop 
and operate this property. Our thinking on this matter is to 
obtain an option on the property. The length of the option period-
will be determined by weather conditions. We would need enough time to examine title and drill several test holes. If these re-
suits are favorable, we would then enter into an agreement whereby 
Vitro would be obligated to complete a certain amount of develop-
ment work on the property and whereby you would receive payment 
for your property from gross ore receipts. 


I believe that we would both mutually profit from this 
type of arrangement and hope to hear from you very soon. 


Yours very truly, 


VITRO MINERALS CORPORATION 


C. H. SMITH, Division Geologist 


CR8: jrao	 . 


1V, iLe &y ! ,eoss, 


.T1	 *tortIS IV5?h7' Why, are C4"S 


;, 


Wf//1419 77 ŴYO /7? 


Jointly owned by ROCHESTER & PITTSBURGH COAL COMPANY and VITRO CORPORATION of AMERICA
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3T!T: c:'  


Oo::ty c Tvi: Fa1, 


This is to certi; t on this date I made 
this photocopy WhiOL i a true, correct and 
c017p1te copy of the original instrument. 


_C_	 a ------------- ----- C ------- 
0. A. Kelker 


Subscribed and sworn to before me thi&LZj 
day of-


------------


 


Betty P T 


Notary Ptblic,c., 
Residing at Twin Falls, Idaho. 


My commission
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otei The f ire t a sgar reports are fro* eurface or near..surface



	


.:. : . .	 •• rock	 Thc later assays are ' front 20 to4Ofeet deeper down . on • 	 • 



the veui, Please , note increase.) 


	


,aiiple o, 463 A.F,c. (Butte) October 7, 1955 	 0169 U3 08 


'Sample No P5964 I. .C. (Aany) Oct. 11, 1955	 .23 it ft



Sample No 498 A. C. Sept * so t 1,95  


Sample No, O65 (tnen br 'Moen) , ,. (uttc)	 .577 
october, 1955 


	


arnp1e 1iack & Deason, 3a1.t Lake, Dec. 1955	 .19 " " 


Sample U, c t ePSOfl	 it Likt, All 	 195	 019 Vt H 


	


Sample No. 46 	 (utte) Ju1r, 1956	 1.08 Vt 


	


arp1es tcen by " lob usiki, 1r'h1ant Sw'price	 .51 and .28 
2Mifl4 r0,, (2 ft, cttt) 


Sample ta4en hy , Pevrs, Ytro Uietiical u 	 1.1 


	


•	 Oct., 19	 C S 


Sample, 1hi11ips Petroleum No 1546 Nov, 1956 	 .43 


S S	


Copies of above assara will be photostted on request. 
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S Rob ert ei1ini. 
sident S17 


r'1ros' 
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Mull, 75, 
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INCO 


Stat^ of Id ho 


County of Jerot ) 


obert ie11inx an1 'irgI1 , -ros, ben fir 31 duly 
sworn, on oath depose a nd say' 


That they are the President an ecretr, respectively 
of flelicross Uranium,. Inc. . and that the ahovc Summary of ssay . 


• Reports represents ' a true statesteflt of assay, reports received 


	


• 	


• 
by said e11cross Urnium on ore sanaples taken from the Belicross 


• 	


• S•	


•• Mining Ciaiuta, in Custer County, Idaho  


	


• StflSCRIB54T	 SWORN TO before me tfis	 day of January, 
1957.


	


S	 S 


S . •	
• 	 __________________ •	 L1	 j&L,SISL-	


.	 • 


	


S	 S	 •••	


•
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STATEMENT RLGARDING 4R. WICKLESON 


We do not question Mr. Nickleson's ability - in regard to 
minerals other. than uranium.. 	 In regard to U3	 8 ores,, the following is selfexplanatory4 


1
Nicklesonmade the following statements to us while naking 


the two inspections of l3ellcross properties: 


1,	 "Uranium is for the birds." 


•	 2..


	


That-he didn't know anything about uranium, as be had 
• 	 ,. been inspecting , other properties in the Coeur d'Alene area. 


3.	 In the Salmon River area, it is "scattered like ma-
• nui'e1" 


4.	 When he said he thought, it was "the bottom of a vein," 
we asked him how that could be when there were several feet of 
hard cap rock over the ton,	 His an8wer: . 'IT don't know." 


5..	 On his last inspection, he asked one of the laborers 
• 	 .• 	


. the foilowingquestion about the ore, 	 Is that pitchblende?" 
• The laborer replied 'that he was nota 	 geologist* 


On the. first inspection, Mr. Nickleson took several ore 
samples and said he would send the assay reports to us as soon 
as he got them,	 There is no copy of a'letter concerning these 


; assay reports to us in their office, and we didn't receive any, 
hree months later, on the second inspectiofl, when asked about 


• 	 V 	


. the assays, he told us they were low,	 We have not received the 
assay reports on the second inspection, exeeptby phone three 


V 	


'


'ago.,at weeks	 our request.
1 


V.


The head.office of DMEAin Spokane sch,duledVlfr,Njckleson 
in on our property on a Wedne'sday. 	 On Tuesday, at 1 p.m., the 


V 	


V 	


'V 	 V 	


•


day before the scheduled inspection, he called Virgil Cross 
V


(secretary) from Stanley that he was going to inspect the property 
• 	


• that same day.	 It that time, we had workmen on the property, but 
V 	


V none of the officials of the company could make the 160 miles over, 
V mountain terrain in time to be with him *' We had timed our drilling 


V and bulldozing so we would have the exposures irt presentable shape 
• 	


••.	


•. 


V


for Wednesday.	 He did not use an instrument in taking his samples, 
V 	


V and used our Geiger Counter - on his ore sacks after he came off 
the property'.	 He said he didn't have any batris for his 
counter.*	 V 	 V


Mr. Nicklc8on said over the phone after the inspection that 
the vein. was 4 inches wide, Mr. V 


lYemars, geolàgist for Vitro 11
V Chemical, checked the vein with an instrument and reported it It 
to be approximately 3k inches wide. 


• flemar took a sample for 
V 


his company and sent V us the report, It assayed 1,18 V3 086 
How could 'Micklo son .determine the width of the ven without an 
instrument? The vein material has a hardness of 7+, the wall 
rock about 3 to 4. Nickleson would have only lightly chipped 
the vein material and obviously loaded his sacks with waste. 
The assay reports of the other geologists are all similar to each 
other and much higher than Nickleson's samples. 


Mr. Nick1eon said he was reluctant to reconinienda loan	 . V 


unless he was sure the government would get its money back, and, 
according to his attitude and statements, it was almost necessary 
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	 UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


3	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


December 11, 196 


Memorandum 


To:	 The Files 


From:	 Michael Ching, Mining Engineer 
Rare and Miscellaneous MetaisDivision 


Subject: Results of Re-examination 
Docket No. fl4EA-4257 (Uranium) 
Bell Cross Claims 
Custer County, Idaho 


The examining geologist's report of 1 ovember 19, 196, 
described a 2.1-foot sample cut across a quartz vein in the trench 
bank about 3 feet above the floor of the trench. This sample assayed 
0.388% cU0. Included in the sample were 3 inches on the southwest 
wall of 


Z?;8
 vein that contained considerable visible secondary uranium 


minerals.


The examiner apparently attaches little significance to the 
above-mentioned assay and concludes that no new evidence has been 
exposed by the Applicant to change his original opinion of the limited 
possibilities of this property. 


Because there appeared to be some ambiguity between the 
results of the sampling and the examiner's conclusion, the writer 
discussed the subject with Mr. A.E. Weissenborn on December10. 
The later stated that it was his understanding that the above-
mentioned sanple was not representative of a persistent vein but only 
of a localized area in the vein. This appears to be supported by the 
examiner's description which contained the implication that most of 
the values in the sample were concentrated in 3 inches on the south-
west wall of the vein.


Michael Ching







0	 . 
Mr. Nittendorf's



From/Diary 12/lO/6: 


I received a phone call from Price, of Senator Dworshak's office, 
who wanted to discuss docket I257. This is the Bell Cross uranium 
application which has twice been denied. 


At the time this call came in, ke Ching was discussing the case 
with Al Weissenborn. We had received a field team recommendation which 
concurred in the recommendation of Nicholson, who had: just visited the 
properbr ursuant to the applicant's request for re-examination. 
Nicholson s conclusion was that our previous denial should be reaffirmed. 


In returning Price's call, he read me parts of the letter he had 
just received from the applicant. The applicant was dissatisfied because 
Nicholson had again visited the property, and questioned Nicholson' S 
ability and seems to have it in for him because he was the geologist who 
twice visited the property before and each time recommended denial of 
the application. 


I told Price that the field team recommendations had just been 
received and were corning before the Operating Committee today. I said 
it would be later in the week before the commodity members had an 
opportunity to review the field team recommendations. 


Price suggested that he might phone me later in the week, say 
Thursday or Friday. 


I passed this information on to Al and Ching. 


Al considers Nicholson one of his best men. He has been on DNEA. 
work since the inception of the program. Al said the country is now 
snowed in and he supposes that if we are driven to it by political 
pressure we might have to send a different man to the property next 
spring.







UNITED STATES


0. 


	 /	 $? 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


So. 157 Howard Street  
Spokane Li. , Washington


November 30, 1956 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA- 1+257 (Uranium) 
Bell Cross Claims 
Custer County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Selfridge: 


Enclosed is a memorandum report dated November 19, 1956, 
by Howard B. Nickelson, Geologist of the U. S. Geological Survey, 
regarding a re-examination of the referenced property. 


A letter dated October 10, 1956, from Virgil S. Cross, 
Secretary of Bell Cross Uranium, Inc., requesting a re-examination 
was forwarded to you October 12, 1956. 


The Field Team concurs with Nickelson's conclusion that 
no new evidence has been presented to justify chging our re-
commendation that this application been1ed. 


By Field Team, Region I, NW Dist. 


(iE 
A. E. 't1eissenoorn, Exec. Officer 



U. S. Geological Survey 


U * 	 Burwd of Mines 
Enclosure 


cc: USBM (2)	 Reviewed by 


USGS (SRO)	 DL1 OPIRATIi!G CO 


AEC-SLC	 Ji-i S-
Nickelson


-
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORAtION ADMINISTRATION 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane II-, Washington


To: 


From:


November 19, 1956 


DMEA Field Team, Region I, Northwest District 


Howard Be Nickelson, Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Report of Re-examination, Docket No. DMEA-257 (Uranium). 
Bell Cross Claims, Custer County, Idaho - 


On September 21, 1956, Mr. Virgil Cross wrote a letter 
to this office inquiring about the steps necessary for recon-
sidering their application. This letter was answered September 
27, 1956. The company was asked to submit a map showing the new 
trenches in. relation to the previous work and any additional 
sample and assay data. On October 10th, Mr. Cross submitted a 
letter with no maps but giving a brief summary of the work since 
the application. Mr. Cross called Mr. Weissenborn on October 15 
or October 16 to inquire about the Field Team Examination. Mr. 
Weissenborn informed Mr. Cross that Nickelson was in the field 
and could be contacted in Stanley, Idaho. Mr. Weissenborn called 
the writer at noon, October 16 and Mr. Cross also called at that 
time. I informed Mr. Cross that I planned to make the examination 
that afternoon but would delay one day if he could accompany me, w pd, r 
He informed me that it would be impossible as he had other corn-
mittments. Therefore, I proceeded to the property, briefly ex-
amined the new work, and cut two samples from the No. 2 trench 
(see the map accompanying the application transmitted to 
Washington, July 12, 1956). Mr. Lloyd Halverson and his brother 
were present. 


One 2-foot sample was cut across a quartz vein in the 
trench bank about 3 feet above the floor of the trench. This 
sample assayed 0.388 percent cU303. Included in the sample was 
3 inches on the southwestiall of the vein that contained con-
siderable visible secondary uranium minerals* 


The bottom of the cut was covered with about 2 feet of 
rubble and, the vein was completely obscured but a small -pile of 
vein material reported to have been broken from the vein at the 
bottom of the trench was. sampled. This sample assayed 0.097 
percent CU308. Several specimen samples with a black mineral 
reported to be pitchblende were taken and later tested but this 
black mineral does not appear to be pitchblende because the 


CT 


radiometric count is low.


Reviewed by 
DI	 OPERATING CO







S	 .,. 
A road has been bulldozed to the property and, on the 


day of the inspection, a new trench was begun about 600 feet 
northwest of the trenched area. This trench had not reached bed-
rock and was not examined. 


Considerable dirt has been bulldozed in the area but 
very little constructive exploration has been accomplished * The 
vein has been exposed between the No. 2 and No. 3 trenches and the 
No. 2 trench has been deepened about 3 feet since the first ex-
amination * Since the original Field examination, no -new evidence 
has been exposed to justify changing the opinion of the writer. 


Distribution: 
DMEA(1) 
USBM(5) 
USGS (SRO) 
AEC SW 
Docket 
Nickelson
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kr. Vaj.l C. Cxss, crta17 
}3e1lroas U azur, The. 
JerQz, Id*


1e: Doet io.	 4Z (Uraa) 
iaU Cross Cla)



	


Ctei	 £dai 


Aear i!r. Cross' 


	


2s U acnowlee rcct ofyour letter o	 tor 1), 
19%, a ic2 you	 your last two "says izuy ct 


from one	 te tbree tson the 3U Cross c1a	 o. I. 
rve, the stm rqteL	 IcA.,ter of 


teACr 27, .L93, eas	 o seas	 c	 lae e vJ.i

endeavor to get u toc1 th our v.o a w ri tzat area 
aL.d request h, z t o get in touch vIVh yoai j, If sbie, &d	 a 
rea	 f your t


A. E. eerboz'n 


	


e4	 , t4	 strt 


	


• c: D)A(2)/incom1n	 :	 ••

USB!4 (2) 
Nickelson







0	 P. 0. SOX eel 


PHACROSS UIPANIUMir INCID 
No=& WNW 


October 10, 1966


0C12 4195 


* 1) 1	 1 fl e	 $ i: 


Xr. A.E.Vsss.nPra 
D.X.E.A. 
So 151 loward St. 
Spokane, Wsshiatd*. 


a' 
: EMU 425T	 *	 • '-'. .'.•	 ''



pioratio* A.sistse a. Bell Cross 


Dear Sirt 


We wish to apply for re.-inspection t 
DEA assistance on Bllcros$ Uranius, Inc. 
The work has been done on the sane 1ocatio. a. 
before, on Bell Cross Claim Jo. 1. The cut is 
now 40 feet deep, 150 feet long and 80 feet 
wide. Our last two assays were 1.08% u3o5 
(Atomic Energy, Butte, analysis) and .76 (private 
concern). There are now three Y*ine showing 
radioactivity, varying from 1 foot to $0 inches 
in width. Only one to showing ore of sartretabU. 
grade. 


Will you please let as know at your earliest 
convenience when you can tmv a man in to inspect 
this property, and I will ane srrsngs.ents to 
nest his.


4	 . 


Tory truly yours, 


N. 


S.sletari, .. 


TSC% h	 ULLCROSS


RFrr 


OCT 


U*.
A 


Ar 


fr 


-	 Lm	 #*	 — 


Uc
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OCT1 xuuw . 
Q. 15( iIoward. Street 


S2okane 4, Wasbingtcn


•E3?terber 7, 1956 


. Virgil Si, Cross., Secrotary. 
e11ros Uim, Iri. 


Jero, Idaho


1oket No.	 (Ura1u) 
Bell Cos; Claim 
Ct*r Count, Idaho 


Dear *. Cross: 


• TI-= ou f= your 1tter of Steer 21, 1956 in 
wh;ic ou a-$k what stea rou should talo to get a	 nidtratio 
of cr app1icaton for USh assistarma. X1	 will send us 


oig tb 1cation or your nei work, in re1at.on to the old 
trerce, the location) width of nut, and assay of L ivar nev 


shall be glad to consider arg a ex&4naron 
if it4jpimrs warranted.


nrc yours, 


A. E. vwtiaeenbarn 
Uxecutive Officer., I* 
Field Tarn, Region Is 


cc: DMEA (2)1-' •	 •	 • 0 


USBM (2) 
Nickelson 
ABC, SLC


1
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OCT 11956 


Jerone, Idaho 
September 21 l9 


V 
I' 


ff tcer 
0	 1 57 }1wrrI Street 


'p'ant '1,	 S1fltün 


ii:	 r1: I	 fl:\ 12,7 
I	 r o 	 :i Inc 


CU S ''r' c: ) TJflt\	 jrjflr 


D:ztv M!'	 .i s-en)c)rn.


(:y'anjum) 


fh	 ftrtos of Bell Cross Claim -c,, which 
r.-	 1er	 !rir.ium, 1ncc)rported have Continued 
to bork o tht	 ()erties.	 n'J w think that we 
%ill he re:uly Ir ref rispeotlon for an exp1.or ' on 
I )an in t 1	 near t .' ture	 cTnt .tre the steps nest 
to et	 ion of rur a)pl1c1tion f u r a lor 


czs€ of the weather,, we are trying to get 
things opened up as soon as possible for reinpectir,. 
The veins are widening out considerably, and OUr 
last j5qp,r5 ran 1u8 and 75


Yours very truly, 


Secretary 
VSC: h
	


Belicross Uranium, Inc,,
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UNITED STATES	 700 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25 D C 


Mr. Virgil .( rose, ecretax7	 AUG - 1956

Bell Cross Properties 
Jero*e, Idaho


}'e: Locket No. AJ -P4257 (Uraniva) 
•	 Bell Cross Claims (?)'. 


Custer Cçwity , luaho 


Dear Mr. Cross: 


Your application for aid in an exploration project and 
Other information a ailable to us in ashirgton concerning your 
above-ir*ed property have been reviewed. 


Projects approved by the 'ef nse Aliinerals t4xploratlon 
Admit istrtion mtst,, in its 3udgssnt, ehGr definite praiss of 
yielding xn teri I of cceptab1e grade in qu it antie4 that will 
significantly improve the mineral nipply potition for the N tional 
Defense I rogrtn. 


Careful study of all ow inforw, tin, although noting a 
small axomt of uranium mineralization on your property, indicates 
to us that the probability of disclosing significant ore reservee 
is not sufficiently promising to justify Government prticip tiono 


regret to d v-is e you th tt under the ..e circumstances ., your 
pliction for explor, tion assistance i& denied. 


.e 'ish to thank you fc* your intere t in the 6efense 
Minerals ?rornt ii nU br hriri ing your property to our attention, 


incerely yours, 


	


I	 '	 1 


C1 0 Mitten1orf 


dininistratcr 


Mching/ai	 8-3-56 
cc to:	 Docket	 •	 • 


Adznr. a Reading File 
Operating Ccnittse 
Code 700 
Mr. Chir€ 


DNEA Field Team, Region I,NW District (2) 
Messrs. JECrawfcrd, Em. 3643 


THKiilsgaard, Em. 5224 
JOHosted, Em. 3210.0-GSA







-	 Docket 


.	 . 


August 2, 1956 


Summary of Proposed Project 


Object:	 Denial of application for an exploration project. 


Docket No.:	 DMEA..4257 


Commodity, :	 Uranium 


Applicant:	 Bell Cross Properties, a partnership composed of James 
K. Wheeler, Norman Hintze, Virgil S. Cross, Rthért 
Bellini, John Halverson, Roy Halverson, Edwin Halverson 
and Lloyd Halverson. Jerome, Idaho. 


Property:	 Bell Cross No. 1-15 lode mining claims ,, situated in 
sec. 3, T. 11 N., R. 13 E., B. M. & B. Custer County, 
Idaho. Applicant is the 


Date of 
Application: April 2, 1956 


Amount of 
Application: $32,900900 


Work Proposed: Explore a radioactive vein as follows: 


10,500 ft. (4000 cu. yds.) access road 
48,000 cu. yds. trenching $.50/yd. 
1,500 cu. yds. solid rock removal 


Labor, supervision, surveying 


Total 
Gove1rment participation @ 75%


$1,600.00 
24,000.00 


5,400.00 
l,00.00 


$32,900.00 
$24,675.00 


Field Team Report: June 28, 1956 - Howard B. Nickelson, USGS 
E. W. Parsons, USBM 


The deposit is associated with two narrow inter-
secting quartz-chalcedony veins in granite rock of the 
Idaho batholith. Uranium minerals observed were autu-
nite, torbernite, uranophane, and a dark sooty mineral, 
probably uraninite.







The veins were exposed in three of four bulldozer 
trenches excavated by the Applicant. In trench No. 1 
a vein g inches wide was found which was not radioactive, 
and no samples were taken. In trench No. 2 a west vein 
showed very' little radibaótivity, but t* samples were 
cut from the radioactive east vein. They assayed .03% 
U308 across95 feet and .02% U308 across 1.3 feet.' In 
trench No. 3 the east vein became narrower and showed 
some radioactivity. Two samples cut in the west vein 
assayed .03% U308 across 1.9 feet and .06% U308 across 
1.6 feet. 


A sample cut from two large boulders of float 
assayed 0.34% U3080 


It is believed primary uranium exists at depth, but 
it is doubtful if commercial amounts will be found as 
the lack of any great amount of secondary uranium minerals 
along the vein exposures suggests that the uranium 
minerals will be disseminated ' in scattered pods. It 
is recommended that the application be denied. 


Commodity Group Comments: 


USBM, James Pacne, July 23, 1956: 


Discussed report of exmina'tion with the AEC representative. 
Concurs in the recommendation that the application be denied. 


USGS, W. P. Williams, July 31, 1956: 


Believes the examining teams assumptions And reasoning 
to be valid and agrees that the application should be denied. 


Rare & Miscellaneous Metals Division, Michael Ching, August 2, 1956: 


Bulldozer trenching by the Applicant appears to have adequately 
exposed the Ore-bearing structure on this property. The potential 
appears to be quite limited. 


Conclusions and Recommendations: 


'The possibility of finding an ore body of significant 
size is very limited. It is reconinended that the application be 


denied.


Ernest Wm. Ellis, Chief 
Rare and Miscellaneous 
Metals Division
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


ppQ 
So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 14 Washington


AUG
uJ 


August 1, 1956 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Connnittee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA-4257 (Uranium) 
Bell . Cross Properties 
Bell Cross mine 
Custer County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Selfridge: 


Reference is made to our letter of July 12, 1956 
transmitting, our report on the Bell Cross mine. 


Enclosed are four copies of a letter received from 
Mr. Arthur E. Granger of the Salt Lake AEC office in which he 
concurs with the Field Team's recommendation for denial of the 
application.


Sincerely yours, 


o iL 
A. E. Weissenborn 
Executive Officer, D€A 
Field Team, Region I, NW District 


Enclosure 


cc: USBM (2) 
Nickelson
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0	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


Ji1y31, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 W. P. Williams, U. S. Geological Survey. 


Subject: Review of field extmin tion report, D)EA 1 257 (uranium), 
Bell Cross Properties, Bell Cross Nine, Custer. County, 
Idaho. 


The examining team notes that secondary uranium 
mineralization is present on the property. The exami ners conclude, 
however, that the scattered nature of the secondary mineralization 
indicates that the primary mineralization at depth will also be 
sporadic in distribution; and., as a consequence, it is recommended 
that the application be denied. 


The examining team's assumptions and reasoning appear to 
be valid, and I agree with their 'reàoiimndation for denial. 


lwvld^ 
W. P. Williams 


AUG15
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 JUL 23 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


July 23, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 Ernest William Ellis, DMEA Member 
Uranium Commodity Committee 


From:	 James Paone, Bureau of Mines Alternate Member 
Uranium Commodity Committee 


Subject: Report of Examination, DNEA Docket 4257 (Uranium) 
Bell Cross Properties, Bell Cross mine, Custer County, 
Idaho 


I have reviewed the report of examination, DIYEA Docket 
4257, Bell Cross Properties, Be l l Cross mine, Custer County, Idaho, 
dated June 28 and received in this office July 19, 1956. I have 
also discussed it with Joseph 0. Hosted, Washington representative 
of the Atomic Energy Commission. 


The examining team recommends that the application be 
denied because the primary minerals occurring in the veins are in 
small, irregularly scattered amounts and any reserves that may be 
discovered by the exploration work would be small. 


The Atomic Energy Commission is sending the field team 
a report of ABC findings in the subject area. 


Should the ABC report serve to substantiate the fields 
recommendation, we ôoncur in the recommendation that the application 
for exploration assistance be denied. 


The report is being forwarded to the Chief, Division of 
Minerals, in accordance with the routing slip attached thereto. 


C/James Paone
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION


	


JUL1 


So, 157 Howard Street 
Spokane L, Washington


July 12, 1956 


Mr. George Co Seifridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DME, 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25,D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA-4257 (Uranium) 
Bell Cross Properties 
Bell Cross mine 
Custer County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Selfridge: 


Enclosed are four copies of a Field Examination Report 
on the Bell Cross mine by Howard B. Nickelson, Geologist, Geological 
Survey, and E. W. Parsons, Mining Engineer, Bureau of Nines. The 
applicant has bulldozed four trenches, three of which exposed a 
zone approximately 160 feet long in which are two narrow quartz 
veins,• both showing weak radioactivity in places. Four samples 
cut across the veins where there was radioactive count assayed 
from 0.021 to 0.06 percent cU308. 


Nickelson and Parsons conclude that primary uranium 
minerals occur in the veins, but only in small, irregularly 
scattered amounts. They also conclude that the deposit is limited 
in size and that any reserves discovered by further work would be 
small; therefore, they recommend that the application be denied. 
The Field Team concurs in this recommendation. 


Mr. Weissenborn talked with Dudley Davis of the Atomic 
Energy Commission Salt Lake office on April 11 regarding this 
proposed project. Mr. Davis indicated that they had only incom-
plete information at that time. We are writing them, at the same 
time sending them a copy of our report, and asking for their com-
ments to complete the docket. As soon as the comments are received, 
we will forward them to you.


By Field Team, Region I, M District 


t4 
4i Wing G. Agnew, Acting Exec • Officer 


U. S. Bureau of Mines 


Enclosures 
cc: USBM(2) Nickelson 


USGS(SRO) AEC&JC


Donald R. NcLaren, Acting Member 
U. S. Geological Survey 
Reviewed by 


DA OP3ATiNG COIT 
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. . IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


ApR '' 
April 20, 1956 	 1958 


Re: DMEA14257 
Bell Cross Properties 
Bell Cross prospect 
Custer Co., Idaho 
$32,900.00 - Uranium 


Memorandum 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application. 


The applicant requests assistance in exploring al-foot 
known vein and much bulldozing in the search for the source or 
sources of numerous pieces of uranium-bearing float. 


Work done consists of three bulldozer cuts which disclosed 
a wedge-shaped vein in granite that widens to 1 foot in width in 
3 feet. The indicated length of this vein is about 100 feet. Of 
more seeming importance are the large pieces of float, scattered 
over a large area, from which samples have been chipped. At least. 
4 claims, #1, #2, #14 and #15, are said to be represented by samples. 


The work proposed consists of:--


Access road 10,500 feet	 $ 1,600.00 
Bulldozing and rock removal 


1+8,000 cu. yds.*	 24,000.00 
Instrument work .	 900.00 
Solid rock work 1,900 cu. yds. 	 5,400.00 
Consultants	 13000.00 


$32,900.00 


* The bulldozer cuts may be as much as 50 feet deep. 


The assays of 11 samples are listed as:--


Claim 1, AEC 
Highland Surprise 
AEC 
50# Kiobusuki 
AEC Moen 
AEC Moen


0.169% U308 
0.29 
0.40 
0.19 
0 .577, 0.033% u308 
0.107, O.Oii.O







Claim 2, .AEC	 0.23% U308 
]A,'AEC	 0.153 
15, Pocatello	 0.159 


Composite (Black)	 0.19 


Referral of the application to the Field Team for 
appropriate action is recommended.


N. E. Nelson 


2







•	 S 4/-) ( ) 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
4i	 q 


Orch3	 BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


April 19, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 Ernest William Ellis, DMPA Member 
Uranium Commodity Committee 


From:	 John E. Crawford, Bureau of Mines Member 
Uranium Commodity Committee 


Subject: Application for Assistance, DI€A Docket 4257, Bell Cross 
Properties, Custer County, Idaho 


I have reviewed the attached application, DIYIEA Docket 


4257, Bell Cross Properties, Custer County, Idaho, dated April 11 
and received in this office April 17, 19.56. .1 have also discussed 
it with Joeeph 0. Hosted, Washington representative of the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 


The applicant requests Federal aid to explore for uranium 
on the Bell Cross properties located in Custer County, Idaho.. The 
proposed work includes the building of 4,000 feet of access road at 
• cost of $1,600, the removal of 4,000 cubic yards of overburden at 
• cost. of $24,000 1t, charges for instrument work, removal of solid rock, 
and professional services bring the total estimated cost of the project 
to $32,900. 


The applicant states that ore grade material is present on the 
subject property and AEC offices at Salt Lake City indicate that there 
have been a number of discoveries in the area and some of them appear 
to be of interest. 


We recommend that the application be referred to the field 
for examination and that the field team be requested to consult with 
E • E. Thurlow, Atomic Energy Commission, Salt Lake City, Utah, regard-
ing the application.


John  


Attachment
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April :17, 19S6 
Subject,"' 


	


Re:	 Exploration Asàistaice. 
en	 Bell Cross 


do Virgil S. Cross 
Challis, Idaho 


dear Mr., Crosat 


The receipt of your application dated April 2, 196,, 


for exploration ass t8taflce under the Defense Production Act of L950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


	


Your, application has been assigned


	


	 A4 Docket Number D257 


and referred to the Rare & Ltic Metal;;Div1sioxi 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this docket number.


Sincerely yours,. 


Robert B. Adams, Chief 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division.


'0932







April 17-s, 196 


Memorandum 


To:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region 
I NW 


From:	 Chief, Operation's Control and Statistics Division 


Subject: "Assignment of Docket Number 


There is listed below the assigned docket number to 


an application recently received from Region 


DMEA
- 4257 BOU Cmss. Properties, 


Robert E., Adams 
Chief, Operation's Control 


and Statistics Division 


INT.-DUP., SEC., ?tASH., D.C.	 9?9O







OF •	 •1 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION


APR 11956 
So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 4, Washington


April 11, 1956 : 


Mr. George C. Selfridge ) Chairman" 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: New application (Uranium) 
Bell Cross Properties (partnership) 
Bell Cross 
Custer County, Idaho 


Dear Mr, Selfridge: 


Enclosed are three copies of an application submitted 
by Virgil S. Cross, Secretary, Bell Cross Properties, Jerome, 
Idaho. We have retained one copy for our files. 


Carbon copies of two bids are also enclosed in trip-
licate.


Sincerely yours, 


o . uJ	 L 
A. E. Weissenborn 
Executive Officer, DMEA 
Field Team, Region I, NW District 


Enclosures as indicated 


cc: UBM (2) 
Nickelson 


P.S. I have just talked with Dudley Davis of the AEC 
office at Salt Lake City regarding this application. He tells me 
the AEC has only incomplete information so far, but that there 
have been a number of discoveries in the area and that some of them 
may be of interest.


AEW
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TITUS, INC.	
LPR1 


320 West Ave. A 
Phone 134	 Jerome ., Idaho 


1. 
February 3, 1956 


Virgil S. Cross, Secretary 
Bell Cross Properties 
Jerome ,, Idaho 


Dear Sir: 


Our company submits the following bids subject to the conditions 
stated herein, on exploration work of Bell Cross Properties, located on 
Kelly Creek Drainage in Stanley Basis: 


(1) 48,000 yards dirt, tree, and rock removal, depth of 
cuts not to exceed 30 feet at our privilege if rock 
in place is encountered at that depth. 520 per yard. 
Total bid - $211,960.00 


(2) Shooting and removing rock in place estimated, 1500 
yards, $11 .75 per yard - Total bid $7,125.00 


(3) Access road, 10,500 feet - bid - $2,000.00 


Total Bid - $314,085.00 


If work is discontinued by Bell Cross Properties before $5,000.00 
worth of work is completed, Bell Cross Properties will pay in addition, 
the total amount of work done, the actual cost of moving the equipment. 
We agree to complete above work within 90 working days from start of 
the project.


Very truly yours, 


TITUS, INC. 


/sJ ? 


ABM:sh
	


Secretary 


\ c







*ìñ Falls Construction Coxan 
GENERAL LONDkACTuItS 


POST OicE Box	 ia8j 
T'wzN FALLS	 IDAHO


APR1 


February 19,1956 


Virgil CrosV 
J Bell Cross Properties 


eroiiie, Idaho 


Dear Sirs: 


In subir4tting the following bids for work on the Sell Cross 
PrQperties we bave had to make aflowance for 25% more in costs 
due to ivcreased costs of supplies, labor and becaue of its 
location. 


lo	 10,500 feet access road regardless of yardage 
to be move	 over tb , niutua11y	 greed popose 
roüte0 4	 Bid	 I,75O00 


2	 48,000 yards dirts rock and tree removal, cuts 
not to exceed 30 feet if	 ore'than ten drill 


shots per bundrd feet are require, 	 4°O per 
yard	 Bid	 23, 520.00 


3	 1,500 estiaed solid rock removal, 	 4 0 00 per 
yard 	 Bid	 $	 6,000.00 -	 --	 . 


31,27000 


If you stop work before 20 wozking days after we etart, you 
will pay our company, At moving the equipnient to and from its 
origin, 


4


4	 4 


Very truly yor,


'N A.*. Schréd, Pres0 


4 '	


/ 


-	 ../,•	 .	 ..	 ..	 '-	 . .4-	 .,	 -.	 •... ..	 '..'. 
4-,







áRevised April 1952)	 UNITED ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN 	 IOR	 42—R1035.2. 
DEFENSE MINE UP ADMINISTRA•. 


APR 16 1956 
'Q 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN Atsl

EXPLORATION PROJECT; PRNPTO

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket-No:M4 17 
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received 
Estimated .Cost/	 ,OO'm' 
Participation (Government %) 


&2rI.56 	71ST4CTIONS &)_w 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address: ------ 
P t r	 Wh eeler H au	 Idaho N man intze VirgiLS 


_	 _	 _____
.Uivro..na1lafJerQnieIi1ahn. ._____________________________________________________________________________________ 
•	 (b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 	 - 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense ExploratiOn Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract ----- -------- -cLajiiis-- --- --------byJQQ'----iuly 
record Challis. Book	 -  
o ---- ------ -----omplete 


(b) State any mine name by which, the property is known. Bell Cross	 • 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise OWi1C.r 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, r other document under which 
you control the property. 
•	 (e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it Niolie	 ---- 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 	 - 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mi2ie workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current productiOn, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(o) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(ci) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 	 16 6551-1







5. The exploration project.—( 	 tate the mineral or minerals for which you ik to explore --------UrAfliUlD. 


• (b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 


(c) The work will start within 9O.... days and be completed within	 months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo- 
ration project, and also'that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Indepeident contracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule. of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 


'(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel.  


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance lased on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, ;DMEA No. 1)? 


(b) How do you propose to furnish your share-of-the costs? 


Money	 jj Use of equipment owned by you	 Other



Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated -------------------------------, 19L


BELL CROSS PROPERTIES 


By---	 V_40,or —	 - -	 ----------------------------- 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes if a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


0. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING opricc	 16-66551-2
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J4. (a) (b) (c) 


.h	 The entire property is the eastern part of a long ridge. 

It slopes from the west to the east at approximately 1000 ft* 


100er mile. It also slopes from north to the south at about 
 ft. per mile. The terrain is uniform and is not broken 


up to any appreciable extent into ridges and gullies. The 
ve1n material found runs NW-SE and because of slope shafting 
will not be necessary. 


:i The property lies within a granite batholith. This granite 
has broken down to a yellowish earth with loose rocks and soft 


hyeiiow rock in place that will require some drilling and shooting. 
. L The vein, located by bulldozing twelve feet down in this 


granite, runs FV.SE and is located in nearly the center of 
!No.l Claim. The vein ha g been cut in three places, total iis. 
tances between cuts 100 ft, or more. The top of the vein is 


1
Wedge shaped and widens to 1 foot in width in 3 ft. (deepest 1digging down on vein). Vein material is very hard, considerably 
'esjstant to heavy sledge hamzaer. It is highly silicified 
nd very fine, grained.	 . .	 . 


The ore has autnite and tobernite, uranaphane in crevices 
''and seams, with sooty grey and black primary one that shows o thorium. It is bordered by a . hard reddish porous side wall 
with hematite staining with a definite cleavage from the vein 
iaterial. This side wall material assays from' .09 W to .05% U308 


Radioactive roc1sbave been found in several places over the laims from the. north to the south for nearly a mile, indicating ore than one 'source or vein. All assays of these rocks were bove .10% U308 , and all were very such weathered. * See enclosed 


rn
p for location of two pushups where radioactive ore was found 
 N.E. corner of each, also location of uranium bearing rocks 


scattered over claims. 


Only a few feet above where the vein Is located on the 
0041 claim, 20 to 30 rocks of high radioactivity were found. 
4ssays ran from .29 to .40 UO 8 . These assays were definitely 
elow the average grade of the rock. For example a 10 lb,6 
ample broken into 10 to 2" pieces. The pieces were checked 
y Geiger counter and divided into two lots. The lot with the 


lower count was sent in for assay and would average only about 
one.-half the reading on the Geiger counter of the other lot. 
4


These rocks are of vein.4ike, highly silicified material 


;4


1
ith a heavy coating of autinite and urañaphane, tobernite in 


,, revices and badly leached pitchblende. Three of these rocks 


"0
eigh over 2000lbs. each and their smallest dimension is over 


 Adjacent and among these radioactive rocks are red hamatite 
ocks,also radioactive, from 6" to 18" in width,. 


Due to the lateness of the season, we were able to do 
41most no other work ctr than building one mile of road, doing 
$taking and location work. Three bulldozer cuts 40ft. long,
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12 ft. deep and 18 ft. wide, were made on the vein and approx-
imately 100 man-hours of pick-and-shovel digging and .50 hours 
of instrument work were done. A light snowfall blanketed this 
area early and almost completely stopped all instrument work. 
Reason to explore--to determine feasibility of developing this 
property into a profitable and producing uranium mine. 
(d)


The property is thirteen miles from the town of Stanley 
and eighty-five miles from the railroad at Ketchum, Idaho. It 
is one mile from a road that can stand heavy hauling with not 
more than $1000 work on its eight miles. We have been driving 
within one mile of the property in passenger cars, easily. 
Housing is available in Stanley. A new road to be built (see 
map) will eliminate all bad grades and bridges from present 
road to the property. This road will be easier to keep open 
in winter because it will be practically free of drifts. 


(e) Manpower and supplies other than timber and lumber will 
have to be brought in from Hailey and Kétchum areas.. Equipment 
will have to be brought in from areas outside of Stanley. Water 
is available by installing pump and from 800 to 1500 ft, of pipe. 
The nearest power line is eight miles. Power will have to be 
furnished by Diesel if necessary. 


5. (a) Uranium 


(b) .See enclosed sketch of work to be done. 
(c) Ninety days and be completed within six months. 
(d) Operating experience of personnel: 


Robert Bellini - Precision machinist, 30 years experience. 
Owner of B & B Repair Shop, Jerome, 


Norman Hintze - Several years experience as hard rock 
miner in California and Idaho. Also Electrician, 


Virgil Cross (County Extension Agent- - Hard rock mining 
experience. Also workable knowledge of geology. 


James Wheeler, save as above. Also experience in timbering 


John, Roy, Lloyd and Edwin Halverson are partners of the 
alverson Construction Company, with 10 years experience in 
uilding roads and opening and developing mining properties in 
tah, Idaho and Nevada. 


The work will be supervised by John Halverson, with the 
onsultation of competent geologists and mining engineers, either 
rom the Atomic Commission or private individuals. 


(6)	 See *Maps for proposed work. 


Access Road - New - Total distance approximately 10,500 
feet. Terrain, timber, maximum diameter 16tt, average 10" to 
12", dirt loose granite and soft granite inplace may require 
some drilling and shooting. Cost per yard 40, total estimated 
yardage , 4000.	 Total Cost ............. ............. 


Bulldozing and Rock Removal for locating veins, 
exploring oiitcropsaj pushups and determining extent and 
amount of ore deposits. Terrain: Trees average 10" dia., 
dirt, soft granite not in place, and soft granite in place will require some drilling and shooting, also bar 
and pick and shovel work. Estimated total yardage to 
be moved, 48,000 yds at 5i per yd. Total Cost........
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Cuts will vary from an estimated 8 to 50 feet. 


Instrument work and exploratory pick and shovel work, 
including gridding of claims, $60 per claim, 15 claims 


Total Cost..... *900.00 


Removal of Solid Rock, including drilling and 
shooting - Estimated yardage 1500 yards at •$J'O per yd. 


Total Cost * ...$,4fX1.00 


Geologist and Mining Engineer - 10 days at $100..1,000.00 


Total Cost ..... 


*Geologists that have looked over the property include: 


Tibor JJobusicky, Supt, Highland Surprise 
Address: Stanley, Idaho, or Kellog, Idaho 


iight Pruett, U.S. A.E.C. Box 198, Butte, Montana 


Wayne S. Moen, U.S. A.E.C. Box 198, Butte Montana 


Dwight Schmidt, U.S. Geological Service, Seattle, Wash. 


*Limited to vein, due to snow limiting instrument work. 


Sample 


I Claim 14 AEC 498 No.467	 0.153 U3 U8 


II Claim 1 AEC 498 No.465 0.169 U3 08 


III Claim 2 AEC P.5964 0.23 U3 08 


4 Claim 1 HilandSurpriSe--NDbuSuki 0.29 U3 08 


5 Claim 1 AEC Butte via phone 0.40 U3 08 


6 Claim 15 Pocatello Assay 0.159 U308 


7 Claim 1 50# sample Kiobusuki 0.19 U3 08 


8 Claim 1 Samples by Moen AEC 0.577,	 0.033 
0.107 9	 0.040 


9. Composite Sample Deacon E. Black 0.19
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U. S. Government Messenger Envelope 1. Use blocks consecutively, one at a
Void previous block. 


Standard Form No. 65 (Rev. 1146)	
3. Write clearly. 


NAME OR TITLE OF PERSON, DEPARTMENT, ADDRESS, AND ROOM	
NAME OR TITLE OF PERSON. DEPARTMENT. ADDRESS, AND ROOM 


RUN	 RUN 


/	 STOP  


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


STOP  


RU1 


1sio 


RUN 


STOP 


ZIP 


RN 


_______ ____.• 


RUN 


STOP 


Cu. 


RUN 


STOP 


Send surplus envelopes t	 Ide 
supply room for reissue. 


	 - 


Use RUN and STOP only when messenger service between Government buildings In Washington Is required

Your mall room has RUN and STOP Information.


STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


sTop 


RUN 


mur 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


STOP 


RUN 


i or 


20
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