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AREA V

Minerzl Resource Office October 27, 1965

Hemorandum

To: Chief, Office of Minersls Exploration
Geologica.l Survey, Washington

From: R. L. Bolmer, Mining Eanglineer
Area V Hineral Resource Office
Buregu of Mines, Denver

Subject: Field excmination for OME-6374 (Silver), John D. Crim
Hewissa mine, Ouray County, Colo.

The Wewissa mine was exaemined July 29, 1965, in response to the subject
application for finencial aselstence 1ln mirersls exploration. The exam-
ination was made with Joha D. Crim, the epplicant and present operator

of the mine.

Project proposal

Crin currentlL is exploiting a small ore shoot oa the Wewissa vein from
a8 25-Tt, winze gunk near the breast of the lower adit level of the mine.
The project w?rk proposed in his application ~ extending the old Upper
Benack adit some 500 feet along the Wewisse vein nt an estimated cost of
326,750 - 1spjesigned to intersect this shoot about 168 feet below the

present winze|workings. Hearly half of the proposed work would be ex-

pended in bypassing a caved stope on the Benack level.

Iocation, ownership, and extent of property ‘
The property incluaed in the spplication consiste of the patented

Rewissa lode mining cleim (Survey Fo. 6449) and the located Matchlees

Fo. 1 lode mining claim, both situsted in sec. 23, T 43I N, RT VY,

NHMPH, Ouray County, Colo. These two overlapping claims are part of the

former les Ouray or Burades group of 30 to 40 contiguous claims laid out

elong Mineral |Creek, midway between Engineer and Abrams Mounteins. Hin-

eral Creek is traversed by the Mineral Point - Uncompahgre jeep road vwhich

turns- from U.5. Highway 550 some 4 miles south of Curey. The portal of

_the Lover Wewissa adit is about 1-1/2 miles, by private jeep road, off
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the letter route. A very steep jeep rozd connects the lower Wewissa and

Upper Benack
ings.

The epplicant

édita; only a foot ireil extendis to tbe Upper Wewissa work-

does not have & formal lease on either claim but has mersly

entered into a contract with the owner (Kuykendsll Mines, Inc.) to conduct

mining opemti

ons therecn. Under the terms of this eontramet, the appli-~

eant is entit)red to €5 perceat of the net returns on all ore produced

frem the cla

wining @qui;zrg

calls for the
each year and
provided all ¢

Caly the press
ga elevation ¢
Upper VWevisea

£ 11,006 feet - was accessible for exmmination.

s but must assume sll operatiocnal costs excepting that of
at, vhich is furnished by the owner. The comtract elso
performwance of a miniwum smount of work on the proporty
Ry ©ve rezewed aasuelly st the option of the comtracter,
ke gtipulated conditions have bean met.

nt vorking level of the mine - the Lower Wowlesa sdit at
Both the
adit (elev. 11,688 ft.) and the Upper Renack adit (elev.

11,%13 ft.) vere caved at their portals apd could not dbe eiamined.

According %o t

he pap subpitted with the spplicaticn, the portals of the

Lower end Uppsr Wewissa adits sre sbout 250 and Loh feet, respectively,
inside the southern epd line of the Hewisza clsim, vhile the portsl of
the Upger Benack adit is scme 263 fect outside this end line, on the
adjoining Ben@lck clain. %he applicant does pot have & lezse or mining
contract on the latter claim.

4n old cosposite map of the property appesring in & report by V. C.
Kelley® shovs the borizontel distance between the poxrtals of the Upper
Benack ard Upper Vevissa mdits to be sbout GO0 feet, as opposed to
ebout 687 feet on the epplicant's mep. %his ©ld map 2leo shows the
Upper EBeneek adit extending &n aggregate of sorme Y00 feet slong the pro-
Jected plane of the veln (M25°E). Such an extension would put the end
of the Benack s8d{t either 4irectly below, or only scze T9 feet behind,
the existing breast of the Lower VWewisse edit, depending on which map is
correct,

2 Kelley, V. C}. Goology, Ore Deposits, and Hines of the Minerzl Point,
Ibu@keepaiel, end Upper Uncompabgre Districts, Ourey, San Juas,
Binsdale Counties, Coloredo. Colo, Sei, Bos. Proc., v. 14, Bo. 17,

1346, pp. 37T7-81.
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Description o& Geposit

The structure followed by the Lower Wewissa adlt is & wide faulti-fiesure
zone in latite. Fissure filling (largely base-metel sulfides with silver
in & quertz-terite gangue) 18 confined 1o the more intensely frectured
central few feet of the zone. Small stringers, lenses, eand pods of high-
grade sulfide\miueralization occur intermittently along the series of
closely spaceg fractures in the latter system. OSuch oceccurrences generally
are very narrow, ranging from only @& fraction of an iach up to perhaps
three inchea.‘ Widths approasching & foot are rare, evea along the two

short sections classed es ore shoots and stoped by the applicent. The
average widih| of the mineral streek in either stope probadbly never excecded

six ionches,

Spelier settlément sheets submitted by the applicant indicate an aggregante
15€1-64 mine éroduction of 263 tons of ore averaging .02 oz/T gold, 41.1
oz/T silver, 1.5 pet copper, 20.4 pct lead, aud 3.3 pet zine. Such pro-
duction represeats ihe narrow minerel streak as selectively mined by

dging methods. Virtually all the high-grade mineral 18 reccvered, while
dilution is kept to & minimum.

RBeoononmic considerations

The net value Lf the 1661-64 mine production, efter treatment and trang-
portation charges, averages $62.53 a toa. Only T2 percent of this met
velue, or $44.92 & ton, was realized by the epplicant. (His current
return is oaly‘GS percent of the net value.) In the stoping method used
by the applicent, s minimum of 4 to 5 tons of rock is broken for each ton
of ore recovered. The net amount rezlized by the epplicest thus is equlv-
alent to about| $5 to $11 on each ton mined.

The epplicant Fas been operating the mine in parinership with his trother.
Ho other perso?nel are employed. It is claimed that the amwounts realized
from production have covered all operatiung expenses to date. Analysis

of the operations indicate that such could be the case, provided the two

working partne%s vere content with only modest wages for their effort.

Conclusions ané recomnendations

\
The only chance of putiing the present operations on a profitaeble basls
would be the dﬂscovery'of wider and more continuocus ore shoots. However,
the nature of the fault-fissure zone is such that only short, narrow,
high-grade str%aks of mineral can be expected. Any appreciable videning
of these streaks probebly would be at the expense of the grede., Wider
but lower grade ore could not be selactively mined as at present and un-
doubtedly wculq regquire milling vefore it could be marketed.
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There {8 nothing to indicate that the emzll ore shoot near the end of
the lover VWewissa edit, nov being mined on & barely-break-even basis,
vould improve at depth. Other siwilar ehoots in the mine have bgen of
very limited extent, and it is more likely that the present shoot will
pinch out before reesching the Upper Benack level. There also is some
evidence that the old and presently caved Upper Benack level, which the
applicant wants to rehebllitete and extend, already mey have been drivean
as far as thel current stoping operations on the Lower VWewlssa level.

The unkanown condition and extent of the old workings probably is sufficient
%0 disqualify! the proposed prolect for Government psrticipation. FHovever,
the principal reasoan for not recammendiog eny exploration of the property
is the apparent geologic improbability of moking @ significant discovery.

TOL Tbtoowa

R. L. Bolumer
c Weehington Office, OMB
OVE-6374
O¥E Caron. file

M. H. Salsbury, BM
R. L. Bolmer, BY
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