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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES NOV1 0 1954
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. |

November 10, 195k

Memorandum
To: " W. R. Griswold, DMEA
From: 0. M. Bishop, USBM, Reviewed by Walter E. Lewis

Subject: Docket No. DMEA-3354 (Lead, Zinc, Copper), Paragon
Mines, Inc., Favorite group, San Miguel County,
Colorado

We have reviewed the subject application and note that the
field team was unable to obtain geological data on which to evaluate
the ore potential of the Favorite vein at depth. We concur in the
field team recommendations that the application be denied without
prejudice. We also recommend that the project be reconsidered if
the Favorite workings are made accessible for examinstion.

The applicant proposes to explore the Favorite vein at
depth by extending the West Branch tunnel approximately LOO. feet to
intersect the vein, and by drifting 400 feet on the vein. The total
estimated cost is $2L,000. o

The old workings on the Favorite vein are caved at the
portal, and the vein could not be seen. At the time of the exami-
nation, snow covered the surface, which prevented examinstion of

outcrops of the vein.

The ownership of the claims of the Favorite group is
complicated and involved, and there is some doubt that the required
subordination agreements could be obtained.

0’)’7/2/@447’

O. M. Bishop

Copy to: Minerals Division
Edward L. Newcomb, Room 5227
O. M. Bishop
Files
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UNITED STATES &mznse Wiinerals Administration
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
BUREAU OF MINES - N@Vi@ 1951@,

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Koveaber 10, 1954

Mexorandum
To: Ww. R. Grimm' DMEA
From: 0. M. Bishop, USHM, Reviewed by Walter E. Levis

Subject: Docket No. DMEA-3354 (Lead, Zinc, Copper), Parsgon
Mines, Inc., Favorite group, Ban Miguel County,
Colorsdo

We have reviewed iha subject applicttion and note that the
field team was unable to obtain geologicsl data on which to evaluate
the ore potential of the Favorite vein at depth. We concur in the
field tesm recommendations that the spplication be denied without
prejudice. We also recommend that the project be reconsidered if
the Favorite workings are made accessible for exaaimtion.

The applicant proposes to explore the Favorite vein at
depth by extending the West Branch tunnel approximately LO0 feet to
intersect the vein, and by arifting 400 feet on the vein., The total
estimated cost is $2k,000

The old workings on the Favorite vein are caved at the
portal, and the vein could not be seen. At the time of the exami-
nation, snow covered the surfece, which pmenm cxmim.tion of
outcrops of the vein.

The ownership of the claims of the Favorite group is
complicated and involwed, and there is some doubt that the require&
subordination agreements could be obtained.

0. M. Bishop

Copy to: Minerals Division
Rdward L. Newcomb, Room 5227
0. M. Bishop
Files
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UNITED STATES B
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,, s ”f;;{:gwﬂndrunvsmgL
BUREAU OF MINES E V
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. i 0 3@54&

xmmr ll& 195k

Kuonm\m
To: W. R. Criewald, DMEA
From: C. M. M. mm’ Reviewad by mm E. Levis

Subject: Docket No. DMEA-3354 (Lead, Zinc, Copper), Paragon
- Kines, Inc., Favorite group, Sen Miguel County,
Coloredo

Ve have reviewed the subject application smmd note that the
field tean was unadle 10 obiain geological data on which to evaluate
the ore potential of the Favorite vein at depth. We concur in the
fisld tesn recamendations that the application be denied without
prejudice. We also recommend that the project be reconsidered if
the Favorite workings are made accessible fcr exsmination.

The applicent proposes to explore the Favorite vein at
depth by extending the West Branch tunnel approximately 400 feet to
intersect the vein, and by drifting 0O feet ¢m the vein. The total
estimmted cost im 324,000, v

~ The old workings on the Favorite vein are caved at the
portal, and the vein could not be seen. At the time of the exami-
pation, snow covered the surface, which prevented sxaminat: lon of
outerops of the vein.

The ownership of the claims of the Favorite group is
complicated and involwed, and there is some doubt that the required
gubcrdination agreements could dbe obtained. ‘

0. M. Bishop

Copy to: Minersls Division
Bdward L. Kewcomb, Room 522?

0. M. Bishop
Piles
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- UNITED STATES gcfcma Rine

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR "

BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25; D.C.

Q&W;Q“W 1 O qu"v- B

Novexber 10, 1954

Memorandum
To: W. R. Griswold, DMEA
From: Oy Me thop, USEM, Reviewed by Walter E. lLewis

Subject: Docket Ko. DMEA-335% (Lesd, Zinc, Copper), Paragon
Mines, Inc., Favorite group, Ban Miguel County,
Coloredo

VWe bave reviewed the mb.;uct application ad note that the
tiem tean vas unable tO obtain gwological data on which t0 evaluate
the ore potential of the Favorite vein st depth. We concwr in the
field tesm recommendations that the application de denied without
rejudice. We also reccmsend that the project be reconsidered ir
the Favorite workings are made accessidle for exeminatiori. :

The applicant proposes to explore the Mavorite vein at
mwmumththmJ feet to
intersect the vein, and by drifting 400 feet om the vein, The toial
eotimated cost is %,000.

The 014 workings om the Favorite vein are caveil at tha
portal, and the vein could not be seen. At the time of ithe exami-
nation, enow covered the surface, which prevented axamimation of
“outerope of the vein.

The ownership of the claims of the Favorite group is
complicated and involwed, and there is some doubt tbnt the required
nubouiutiac agresments could He obtained.

3
N,

N T
wl., Q.;Sh()g?

T Mo mmp

Copy to: )ﬂnerﬂs Division :
Bdward L. Newcomab, Room 522’{
O M. thop
Files
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UNITED STATES * |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

254 Hiew Castoahouse 4WASHlNGTON 25, D. C. B o |
, - Denver 2, Colorado . - October 1k, 1954

‘Mr. Otto Beselack |
‘Paragon Mines, Inc. S ' ' L
* Opbir, Colorado T : 'Re: Docket .IMEA 3354

Dw lr. Beulack

Reference is msde to ;your application for Govemmznt aid on
the Faverite Group. _

- Ko geological data could. be obtained upon which to evaluate
the ore potential of the Favorite vein at the depth proposed for

- exploration or to det.emine the pcssible location of the ore target
ir one is present in the a.rea. .

It is necesgary for an examiner to have eccess t.o t.he upper
workings sO that he mey determine the strike and dip of the Favor-
~ ite vein and any structural contml& which would tend’ v:.c: 1ocalize ‘
an ore body.

Un&er these circxmstmces, ve reg;ret to advise thm, your app:u-
cation for exploration aid is denied without preJudicez

. If the Favorite workinss are made accessible for a field exams-
4{nation at some later date a revised application based om yaur
additional findings would receive c¢onsideration. -

Returnfed hcrewi’ch are the following.
1. Mining deed :trom Eve:lyn K. Greig to Pu'sgon Kines, Inc.
2. Treasurer's deed from D. A. O'Rourke to Otto Ee-eleck.
3. Affadavit of J + R, Strickland.

Very t.m.ly yourﬁ, | »

. ees Docket ‘ " R
S . Administrator / ' .
' AHKoschmann - C Y ‘
WMTraver - . : f “L—.—.—.—.— -

Chiron R /«. » He Koachmaml

o ' D!(EA ricld ':i‘eam, Res;ion IV
Enclosures. - .
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UN lTED STATES

, - -. BUREA S S S,
' Hining Division » EAU QF MINES . R e
Re gion v A SR Octobewr lk 195h
Memorandim T v
’r_ro:. ©mimA mem Tean, Region IV
. -'From. 'czmr, ll(ining Division, Begion 1w

” .Subject' : Report of Examimtion, MA Docket 335& s (Lea.d.-zyinc-(}opper)
g Paragon- Mines, Incorporated !'a.vorito Group, Sm Higuel
: Cmmty, Colorado o

. ' ' Enclosed are nine copies of the engineemng memora.ndum
'rtporh on the subject doc]mb. - . ‘ : . '

S '!.‘he applicant requested $2h OOO to extend the We-st Branch -
Tunnol to intersect the Favorite vein a.nd drift hOO feet. <>n the
Favorite vcin. , o .

. _ " The emining engine&r was una.ble to examinc thta West Branch
. Tunnel Because of bad air and smow covered the Favorite cLa:’un 80 no

* examination of the outcrop could be made on May 26, 1954. The owner-
s ship of the cle.m was fmnd to be eomplica.teu and invol md. ' :

’l‘he examining onginaer recommended that the application be }
.demied without" prejudice. WQ concur in this recomnendatiion.

L

w)«’/«f

"W EK

- DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR " ;;l





UNlTED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR
BN BUREAU OF MINES

Bxilding 20, an 137
Denver Federal Conter
" Denver 14, COIa»rndo '

' »Jhno 1, 1954 -

‘I{o;'l o Exoeutivo foiw, DMEA Hold Tean, Rogien v |
- Promy Chicf, )ﬁnora). Ruoureu Branch, Mining Diviiion,, Rezion v

Subject: - DMEA 3354, (Lud-zine-eeppox') Paragon Mi.nu, Incorporated,:
© 7 (Pavorite growp), Irem &arinqs Mining Distriet, “San Micuol
. Ceunty, G@lortdo o

l!noloud aro tho arigind md oight capion of Hn;gh M.
(‘.onnor fs. memerandum, omrcring his mestigntion in. the tiold of
the ubovc losn upplication. o ,
' In view of the invelved ownership and tho fact that it
~ would probably require a considerable length of time, or might prove
inposeible to obtain subordination agreements, Connors recommends

. denlal of the applicuuen wj.thout prejudice. I approv"o hi‘g rocon-

mndltionn. :

 The application will be held in the mwtm mo ponda— |

'\m your &atmctic.mu.
' \\J\) \“N\

o W . Tranr
wMI/ies

ecs /8 B





| " UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MlNES

- Building 20, Roou 137
Denver Federal Center

- Denver 14, Golorado
June 1, 1954

Toi chm, Mincrll Rmmu mmch, Mining mmaon, n.gaon v
From: . Hugh M. Connora ‘

- anbjicte DMEA 3351., (Load-z:xnc-coppor) Paragon Mines, Inoc»rpontod,
' - (Favorite group), Iron Springs Mining District s San Miguel
vcounty, Celorudo : :

_ - Otte Buolwk, l&magor of Parsgon Miries, Incerpm'abed,
has appliod for assistence to extend the West Braneh tunnel
‘approximately 400 feet te intersect the Faverite vein, and tp

~ drift 400 feet on the D‘avorito vein, at & totel ostmtad m:st ot K
#24,000.00 ! ~

‘ - - Otto Buehok aaconpaniud the examining engin«r to tho
: West Branch Tunnel, which is lecated on the north slope ef Yellow
Mountain, cme~half mile east of Ophir, old town. The West Eranch
tunnel extends approximately 1,750 feet in a southeasterly dirsctien
along & fault plane and has intersected a vein, presumsd to be the
‘Nevade vein, at an approximate distance of 1,700 feet from the por-
o tal, Adr, insufficient in oxygen, extinquished the two cartide lamps
- at the Rwada vein in the West Branch tunnel, which prevented fur-
ther examination undergreund., Snew new covers the Favorite group
and an examinatien ef the surface csuld not be made until un,y.
The applicant utatod that the uppor workinga ere csvod. ,

e - Productien records of tho Buresau of !ﬁnoa ahow that. tho
. Favori%o group has preduced 10,521 tens of ore which centédied 2,826.74
-ounces of gold, 22,108 ounces of silver, 9,711 pounds of copper,
- and 425,000 pounds of lead. This production was mndo botmtm the
. yoars ofl906!nd1921. ' , c

v Thrca pa.tontod claina not .uutod in thc applioantfa Lnse
and Opt:ion, have.-a direct bearing on the propesed expleraiion work.
- Thene are the West Branch U. S. Patent Survey 15,96, Clydesiale
U. S. Patent Survey 15496, and the Nevada U. S. Patent Survey 777,
: through which the West Bramch tunnel has been driven. . Records in
. . - the Treasurer's office of Sin Miguel County show the following -

ownership: Paragen Mines, Incorperated own 1/2 of ‘bhc wm—. m'aneh
and Olydoﬁalo, and 1/3 01’ tho chada. o





6/1/54. pggé 2

DMEA 3384 . SO

!:nlym x. Ox‘oiz, 213 E. 66th Stmot, Now York 21.. IBow Ym‘h,

L v»"m, 40/111 of 1/Z of the West Brasch and clyd--dalo and &0/1“ of
T . th' lcvldl.

S

' Kate, Bells and Jesanie mm, 42 Bankhesd Fosd, nmmgm,
Scotland, own the rouining intorut in the Wut. kauch, clgrdndn.o

lnd M.da.‘

Otto Buulnk bought a tu: eortificatt on Kato, Bolle and

Jémnic Greig's interest in his nm on Dteanbor 11, 1950, ut dau
“not hlvo a rruaursr'u deed, ) , ;

A subordination ngrumt wauld be roquircd from 4..11
mmors of these threo alaiu. v ‘ ,

‘The m;tn Oeapuv owns the !‘avorito group, as mm in

" the I&iu and Optien which scoompanied the application. The 1953
- ‘taxes on this group have not besn puid. Tax certificates are eut-

standing for the years 1939 amd 1940 en the Favorite group and have

-been ‘assigned to one R. H. Bempom, address not kmown. This constitutes |

a lien or the property und wwld raqui.r'o a m‘bordinnts.an agmmnt

tm R. Ho m”ﬂ.

‘ . Bcomsc of the oomucatod ounoruhip md ’eho largﬁ ueunt
of time which would neceassrily be involved in obtaining the required .

' suberdination agreements, it is recomsended thet this qspncntion
. be doniod without prc.judiu. B ¥

. Be/ied
o6y /&





.' o ‘ - INREPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR

A GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
"~ Detense Minerals Exploration antsfraﬂon '
- Denver Federal Center

Penver 2, €olorado

Oc‘tobei?' 12, i954
ﬂemorandm |

Yo: OMEA F{eM Tm, Rogtea v

From: K. H. Koschwann

Subjects BMEA Bocket 3354, Pnragoa mms, tnc., San Miguet C«wnfy,
- Colorado. .

Enctosed are 9 coples of 'Nu goetogic raper%- by E. N.
Ntrshmn of the kt.. $. Geological Survov covering the above docket.

The u@pllcaa‘r proposes 1o uxpl@ro éo‘r Iud*zinc-cwpor
ore by extendling the West Branch tunnel Yo intersect the Favorlte
- veln approximatety 900 feet betow the Fevorite uerk!ags, now made
- tmccesﬂbto by & cave at ﬂvm par’fﬂ.

: . o No guoiogial dt‘!'a coutd be Qbfaineé upon ubich to evaiuate
. the ore potential of the Fevorite vein atthe depth proposed for - :
exploration or to determine the possible iocetion of the ore target
"1 one is present in the eresa. Harshmen therefore recommends denjal
of the applicstion without prejudice and suggests that the project be
reconsidered i{f the Favorite ﬂorklmgs are wode acc.sstb!e for
oxamimﬂen. o :

t concur m 'thls rccomaneltﬂem
smh, ﬁ. Kos.chmnn

Sgpervising Geologist
Colorado-Nyoming

Enclosures (9)





PARAGON MINES, INC,

OPHIR, SAN MIGUEL COUNTY, COLORADO

DMEA DOCKET 3354

Geologic Report

By E. N. Harshman
U. S. Geological Survey





® o
_ PARAGON MINES, INC,
OPHIR, SAN MIGUEL COUNTY, COLORADO
DMEA DOCKET 3354
INTRODUCTION

Paragon Mines, Incorporated, Ophir, Colorado has applied for
Government assistance to explore for lead-zinc-copper ore on the Favorite
group of claims in the Iron Springs Mining District, San Miguel County,
Colorado, The group consists of 21 patented claims located on the steep
south slope of Ophir Valley about 2/3 of a mile southeast of t]ie old town
of Ophir, The 'cla;.ims lie at a;ltitudes ranging from 9, 800 to 11, 500 feet
and are accessible by a trail which joins the Ophir Valley Road. jﬁst east
of the town of Ophir,

The applicant proposes to explore the downward prOjeél:ion of the
Favorite vein, if presént, by extending the ‘West iBranch tunnel to the vein,
an estimated distance of 400 feel:., and by drifting about 400 feet on the vein,
The applicant estimates the cost of the project to be $24, 000, 00.

An examination of the property was made on September 21, 1954 in
company with Otto Bezelack, Manager, Paragon Mines, Inc. At the time
of the examination, Mr, Bezelack reported that the workings on the Favorite
vein were caved at the portal and that the vein could not be secen, The
location of any natural outcrops of the Favorite vein are unknown to
Mr,. Bezelack, The examination was therefore limit:ed to aﬁ inspection of
the Vst Branch tunnel and the preparation of a map of that tunnel.

Although the project may have merit, the lack of data on the position,
attitude or character of any ore shoots mined in the Favorite workings makes
it impossible to evaluate the ore potential of the area proposed for exploration,

Denial of the application for exploration assistance, without prejudice, is





® @
therefore recommended with the suggestion that should the Favorite
workings be made accessible for examination the proposed exploratioﬁ
program be reconsidered,
GEOLOGY

The geology of the Ophi.r Valley is similar to that of the Telluride
area to the north, A thick series of nearly horizontal Paleozoic and Mesozoic
sandsténes, shales, and conglomerates is overlain by the Telluride
conglomerate, the San Juan tuff, and the Silverton volcanic series in that
order. The'vsedimenl:ary and volcanic series have been intruded by stocks,
sills, and dikes of igneous rock ranging in composition from diorite to
granite.

Metamorphism of the sedimentary series by the intrusive igneous °
rocks has been intense and the red to maroon shales and sandstones have
been altered to grey-green or black dense rocks composed principally of
metamorphic minerals,

Two yein systems have been recognized in the Ophir Valley area,

'I"he most productiwe veins are in an easterly striking group and dip steeply
north or south, These veins contain pyrite, sphalerite, galena, chalg¢opyrite
and tetrahedrite in a gangue of quartz, rhodochrosité, barite and calcite, A

second group includes veins which strike northerly, and dip steeply east or

west, They contain pyrite, gold, and silver, in a gangue of quartz. In the

mines southeast of Ophir, and perhaps throughout the district, the pyrite-
precious metal veins offset and are later thanthe base-metal sulfide veins,
Ore deposits are found in all of the rock types exposed in the Ophir
area. The most productive ore horizons hawve been in the San Juan tuff where
the physical character of the rock rather than its chemical composition has

been the controlling factor in ore deposition, Veins in the sedimentary rocks





.
>

are more continuous than might be expected for the rof;ks have been
indurated by metamorphism accompanying igneous intrusion,

The Favorite workings were not accessible for examination and the
following description of the Favorite mine is based on a report by C. L.
Brown, E,M,, dated December 18, 1930. |

The main Favorite adit and the stopes above the adit are in the lower
part of the San Juan tuff which in the mine area is andesite, The Favorite
vein is a strong, well-defined structure strikiﬁg easterly and dipping

85° north, The vein was mined for its gold content although lead, =zinc,

and copper sulfides were present in the vein material throughout the

1, 000 feet of explored strike length,

Ore was mined from the 'vein‘ in a stope 865 feet long and 100 feet
above the level, The maximum vein width in the stope was 12 feet -~ no
average or minimum vein widths are given in the Brown report,

Three winzes were sunk from the adit level, two to a depth of 50 feet
and one to a depth of 90 feet., The ore continued downward into the wedi-~
mentary rocks in each winze although the ore in the 90-foot winze was low
grade'.' Brown estimates the value of production from the Favorite mine to
be abouf $100, 000, 00,

Figure 1 is a Brunton and tape survey of the ‘Wést Branch tunnel
the portal of which is located 2,400 feet north of the Favorite workings and
about 900 feet lower in altitude, The proposed exploratic?n program would
be carried out from this tunnel, The West Branch has been driven a distance
of 1, 850 feet along a strong, silicified fault zone, for convenience called

the West Branch fault. The fault has an average strike of N 35° W and dips

80° to 85° northeast. Pyrite is the only sulfide in the silicified zone and in





the enclosing wall rock along the fault, The movement on the fault appears
to have been -essentially. vertical; it has produced a horizontal offset of ‘12 to
20 feet in several steeply dipping veins exposed in the tunnel, |

Three well defined veins have been cut by the West Branch tunnel,
From the portal to the face they are the Lead vein, the American-Frenchman
vein and the Nevada vein, Because of caving of drifts on these veins or
bad air in the drifts, no examination of these workings could be made,
Considerable stopging is reported to have been done on the American-
Frenchman vein and a strong updraft through the caved workings west of
the West Branch tunnel indicates a connection with the surface. Although
intense silicification along the West Branch fault has masked the character
of the 3 veins cut in the tunnel, it appears that base metal sulfides are
present on each of these structu‘rés.

The wall rocks exposed in the West Branch tunnel consist of meta-

morphosed shales, sandstones, and conglomerates which have been silicified

along the West Branch fault, The series has a very gentle northerly dip.

-Gray-~-green indurated shale, predominantly thin be-dded; constitutes most

of the wall rock, although several thin conglomerate and sandstone beds are |
exposed in the l:uﬁnel. Some igneous intrusive rocks may be present in the
walls of the tunnel especially near the present face but the intense silicifica~-
tion along the West Branch fault has made positive megascopic identification
impossible,

The sedimentary rocks exposed in the West Branch tunnel are
considered to be physically fayorable for ore deposition., In contrast to
their un»metamorphosed equivalents these rocks are well indurated and

competent to maintain open fractures or permeable brecciated zones of major





® ¢
dimensions. Significant ore deposits in the metamorphosed sedimentary
rocks are a distinct possibﬂity;
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The ore p(r)tential of the area proposed for expl'orat:ion.fby Paragon
Mines, Inc. is unknown. Without access to the Favorite mine workings, it
is impossible to determine the strength of the Favorite vein, the character
of the ore deposit reportedly mined, the control of ore deposition (in the
upper wo.rkings), the plunge of the ore shoot, or to obtain other pertinent
data, Without this information it is impossible to- estimate the exploratory
value of the proposed work or to determine if a legitimate target for
exploration is present 900 feet below the old Favorite wor,kings;

It is therefore recommended that the application for exploration
assistance, DMEA Docket 3354, be denied withoﬁl: prejudice; Should the
applicant company make the Favorite workings accessible, data might be
obtained to indicate the presence of a favorable exploration target in the

area south of the present face of the West Branch twmnel,
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

HEST T

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. g e
224 New Customhouse R TN
Denver 2, Colorado October 14, 1954
Memorandum
To: Administrator, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

Attention, 200
From: Field Team, Region IV
Subject: Report of Examination, DMEA Docket 3354, (Lead-Zine:-Copper)

Paragon Mines, Incorporated, Favorite Group, San Miguel
County, Colorado

Enclosed are four copies of the report of examination on
the subject property, a copy of the letter of denial to the applicant

and two coples of Form 3b.
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) UNlTED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR
BUREAU OF MINES

;wmxu, mmm
lenvee Yoldsre) Center
- Demves M, MAmM

L #2,000.00

: _’ﬁz“ M, M m«t m, m;w Mvim, ﬁmeu:tv

. awmx m 335&, {MW} }em m, mnm,
| | (mu m), Iren W mm; mmm, m m

. nm W, Wd‘ fm um, Www,
mmwmvmmnmmmmnmm '

- approximately 400 feot o intersess Ahe Tuwverite vein, ssd S :
-M‘thumrmum,mnmmMMMne

‘ | mumwmmmm“mumg
MMM,M&:MN* - aersh alepe of Yollaw

mam. wnwmuumwz,m:mmmw

tal, idr, lssufficient in oxyges, extimquissed the twe eardide Jams
at the Beviads vais In the xest Brameh twanel, whieh yrevented fur~
, MW&W« Mmmimmu-m

- »mmm&mmammwum o
Yerorite grovp has preduoed 10,531 tens of sre whieh senbained 2,826.74

ﬂu@ﬁm have a m mm - m propesed mmumu wk. N

. Theme are the iest Braneh U, X, Pakent Marvey 15496, Clydoslale

8o Be ?mwmﬂ,mmmm S Fatant sumw'm, o
.. bas besk driven. wmmiu
mvmmm:umw

§
§
Ei





- DMEA 335‘ . '
o W“; M 2

oo S e s T . -

' K. Mig, 213 :. 66» mm. xw m-k 21,, Iiw !ork, '

- ovas &0/111 of 1/2 of m wm. knm and cm»mo wl 40,"113. of
- th lnadm , -

Kate, ma mi Josmmie wvig, &2 m«i M, 1&&&1&@1&, _

) _;jmm, o the rmm mmn in the Vest ¢ Bruseh, mmom-

ﬂutm

KL

Otte Mhok bmht 'y m muticuh on. m., ﬁun,h md

| .".-":_‘M.‘mu Laterest 1a his same on Deceaber 1, 1950, but dews
mmnrmum o

LWWimmefrml&l

L f'mrn uf umo tm- clwu

The m:uo Dmmv oms tb rm:m- ;rmp, s litahd u

. thw Loase and Option wiioh ssesspsaied the applicstien. Tho 1953

have mot been patd. Tax certifiontes are eut~

i
Egy
z

" stending for the year nmmluammrmiuammatm. -
. meem assigned to sne . mm, oddnn not known. This qmaum;u

- memnmd mﬂua and tmlwn 4%&
wmm&m sessssarily be m.:mznommmm:mm

_subordination sgrescemts, it is r»md-a tmn. ti:.sa .ppnmm '
w.lhum.ﬂvithwtprﬂmm SR o ‘ L






“ . - .v ) ‘ " IN REPLY REFER TO:
- UNITED STATES S

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR

o GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Mm Hineryis Exploretion smnhmm
‘ Dawer Fodecal Cewter
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OPRIR, SAN MIGUSL COUNTY, COLORADO
" DMEA DOCKET 3334
INTRODUCTION
‘ wmm Ophir, mmqumm
mmmummmmwmmmrm
group of claims i the lyon Springs Mining Distviet, Sen Migaal Cousty,
Colerads. The group ssunists of 31 petonted cladme lecoted om the sboop
south slops of Ophir Valley shous 2/3 of & mile svuibosst of ie oid town
of Ophir, mmmummmq.mulx.,mm
sad ave acceasible by & tradl whick feise the Opbir Valley Reod Just east
of the town of Opbiz,
mmmuwwmmumam
Faverite vain, tf prosent, by extanding the ot Sranch tunnal bo (he vein,
nmmuwm mwmmmmsnmm
The sppiicans estimates the cnst of the povjact ts be $34, 000, 0.

" An exninntion of the property was made su Sopternbor 31, 1954 i
comgany with Ofte Beaslack, Menager, Pavagen Mines, Ins. At the time
of the examization, Mr. Besslack vepsvied that the workings e the Faverite
vein wore caved at the portal snd it the vein could net be soen, The
m‘(uymmdMImﬂmﬂunnh

. Benelack, The ensusination was thursfors limitod to un inspection of
mwmmummu.m«mww. .
) Mﬂ.MMWﬂR& mmam;umm
attitnds sr character of suy eve shostes wmined in the Faveeito werkings makes
& tmpessible ts evaluste the sve petestial of the aves propeani for explovation,
Denial of the application for sxplovsiion assiatance, without projudics, ie
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GROLOGY
mmdnmmyumanudantm
ares to the Marth. A thick sevies of asarly hevinentsl Golassoic sad Mresssbc
aandetonss, sholes, and senglemerniss is everisin by the Talluride
mummu& u‘ﬂnMMuthM
swdet, The sedimentary sad veleasic savise have been tntrwind by stecks,
 uftls, end dides of igeesns reck renging in cumposition frem dovits to
Metamerphiam of the seditmentary ouries by the intrusive ignesus
® rocks s bosw intenve and the rod to mercen sheles and sendelonss have
boon sltered t0 grey-gresn ov back dense rocks cossposnd principally of
Tws vein systoms have beem rocoguined in the Ophir Tulley eres. -
rhmwmmhnn-hnymcnqlﬁlmm-ﬂy
sovth or seuth. These veine comtain pyrite, sphalerite, galoni, chalcopyrite
and Sotraludrite 1n & grugne of quasts, rhodochrosite, barite and caleite, A
mmmwmmm, and dip steeply sast or
ek, ‘me, pold, and silver, h&m»ﬁium in e
mines sowthoast of Ophir, snd porhape throunghout the district, the pyrite-
procions metal veing sfisst and are lnter thanthe base-metsl enifide velne.
Ove depesits are found in il of the yack types sxpesod la the Ophis
area. rhwmmanmmmmumunmwm
@  tho hysical churncter of the vuck ralher than s chomital tempesition hae
M&QMWth Yains in the ssdimentary rocks

2
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. @ are meys costinwens than might be sxpevied for tha recks kave boun
| tedurated by metemsrpbiom sccompenring igneons intresicn.

" The Faverits werkings wore ast accsseible for examination snd the
follewing description of the Faverits mine 1o based su & Fepert by C. L.
Brown, .M., daied Ducember 18, 990, |

The main Faverite adit sad the stepes above the adit nre in the lower
port of the Ban Juam tulf which in the mine sres io andosite. The Feverite
vein is & sireng, well-definod stracture siziking ansterly s Mpping
$5° worth. The vein was mined for ite gold conbowt slthough losd, sinc,
snd copper suifidss wers prosent Ia ¥he voin maderial thronghont the
1,000 fast of enplornd sixihe longth. | | |

Mmmmmmu;“usmwuuzum

. abeve the loved, mmmwmmmmum--m
anmmmmammmum

Three winess wave sunk from the sdié lovel, $ws oo 1 deyih of 59 foot

~ and ons 1o & doyth of 90 fast. The ore centinusd dvucwurd info the wodl-
mostary recks tn sach winse albough the ovs ta the 90-fost winne wes low
grade. mmmmawmwrmmmn
be ahout $100, 000. 99, |
mnu;m.mmmgu.muumm

the pertel of wideh is loawiod 2, 408 fout nerth of the Faveriie workings snd
 aheut 900 fost Lower in philnde. The propesed explazation pregrem wenld
be carvied out from thie hmael. The Woet Beanch has bose drivea o diatonce
of L, $58 fost slong s shreng, silicified Sault sene, for convinionce called
the Woet Branch fault. The favis has an avurngs stvike of W 15° W snd dipe

@ 2 o 85° nurthenit. Pyrite is the unly suiflde in the silisified seme and ia

3
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e enclosing wall yock slong the faul. The mwvenent ea the lanlt appeare
to hawe bosn essenilally vertical; b heo produeced a hovinsutal citost of 12 to
20 taot in several stooply dipping veins eupssed in the bommel,

Thoes weil dufined veine heve boen cut by the Wast Branch tussel,
¥rom the postel te the face tey ave the Lend veln, e Amarionn-Frenchomen
vein and the Novads veln, Rocanse of cowing of dvidle ou thone velus o7
bod aix fn the drifie, we sxsmination of thine weskings couid 51 mods.
Considurnble stopoing ia ropertad o kuve bosns done on the American-
Froneiunan vein and » stveng spivall through the coved werkings waet of
the Woet Branch twmel indicates & contection with the susface, Albough
tubense sillcification siong the Weut Brunch fsuit has mushod fhe charscher
of the 3 vaine cut is Mhe vminel, & sppeare hat base mobal suifides sve

~mnmamm

mmmwumwnnmm«mmum
marphossd shales, sendstonss, and conglomersivs which hve boan alticified
aslung the West Brunch faeit. The serios Mo » vory gontie asstharly diy.
Geny-groan lodursted shals, predeminantly this bedded, mumm
of e wall vochk, MMWW-&m&m%m
cxpossd in the tumsel, Bome igneens intrusive recks may be grecast in the
wolls of the tvenl aspecially near thw prsseut Sace but the fbouse silicifice .
mmmmnmhmmmmmgmqmm

.. The sedimentsry recks enpoand in the Weuk Branch tsamel ave

conaldored 1 be physically fuvorabis Jor axe deposition. Bu contrast to
iy wemetamerphosed equivelonts fhoce reche are well fadurated and
compatent in wainisin opes fractares or pavmesiis beacciated seans of major
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. dimensions, WmWh&thM'
Tocks ave s distact peeeibiity.
CORCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENBATIONS
mmmuummmmmw
| Minew, Inc. 5 wiknewn, Wihout aceets (0 the Faveris mins werkiugs, ¥
is isapesathis to deturming the strength of the Faveria vein, the charactes
of the eve duposts supswtedly mined, the contvel of ore dopusibion tin the
wppor werkings), the Jhungs of the ere shoot, o bo obialn olher pustinant
dotn. Without fhde information It is kmpecsible ts setimate th exploratery
wvalus of the proposed wesk or to detarroing if & lagiitmate targes fov
cnplowstion ie prosent 908 fast halow the ol Favarite waskiugs,
1t §o therefers racommended that the appitestion for uplevetion
Ps aestotancs, DMEA Doshat 3354, be donded witheut peojudics, Sheuld the
meurmmmmmumu
ohtminad to Indicate the pressncs of o favevelie snplovstion faryet it the
ires seuth of the preseat face of the West Brassh bumal,





UNITED STATES =
. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
" ‘WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ‘

224 New Customhouse - R | . July 19, 195k.
Denver 2, Colorado o o '

Mr. Otto Beselack, Manager
Paragon Mines, Inc. = -
Ophir s -‘colomdo S S
Be: Docket Ho. ma-;:}gh'

Dear Mr Beselack'

This will confirm our verbal agreement of this date to
keep your docket open until October 1, 1954. This will sliow you
the time which you stated would be necessary to obtain the re-
quired signatures on the Owner's Consent to Lien, Form MF-203,
vwhich were forvarded you with our letter of June &, 1951e

. ~ Returned herewith is the Affidavit signed By Jo R.
Strickland dated July 19, 195k which you left in this office..

Very truly yours,

inclos}xre '

HMC: cwm

ce: ‘Zﬁ{e‘b : '

Whairman of the Oper. Comm.

- Administrator, DMEA
WMTraver

AHKoschmann





| UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

. DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATIQN ADMINISTRATION
' WASHINGTON 25; D. C.

22k New Customhouse - : - -"Jau- 19, 1954.
Deaver 2, Colorado . S oy C

Mr. Otto Beselsck, Manager
Paragon Mines, Inc. .
Ophir, Colorado

~ Dear Mr. Beselack:

Re: Docket Fo. DMEA-33S)

This will coufirm our verbal agreement of this date 1o
keep your docket open until October 1, 1954. This will allow you
the time which you stated would be necespary to obtain the re-
quired signatures on the Owner's Consent to Lien, Form MP-203,
which w&m forwvarded you with our letter of June b, 195,

Ratm-ned herewith is the Affidavit ss.gnad by J. R.
rick.‘und. da,ted July 19, 195& which you left in ‘hhia office.

Vary truly ymrs,

(¥ 7

Executive Oftice.
Mh !'1uld Tm, Mgian IV

Enclosure

mlchm

ce: Dogket o
Chairmen of the Oper. Comm
Mdminigtrator, DMEA =~

© WMIraver o
AHKoschmann

Chron.





'UNITED STATES " o
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - wl
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION o
. WASHINGTON 25,D.C. . - ol o

22 Wew Customhouse o ’ Juneh 195‘#’
Denver 2, Colarado ' 3 -

Mr. Otto Beselack, Mansger
- Paragon Mines, Inc.
Ophir, Colorado

O Res no',c'xet' Eo. DMEA-3354
Dear Nr. leselack Lo ‘

an exmination on lay 26, 195'4 of the property in-
volved in your application for DMEA assistance. on the Favorite group
the following information was notaél ‘

. Three patented claims, not listod in your. Lea.ae ard Gption,
have -a direct bsaring on your proposed exploration work. These are
the West Branch and Clydesdale U. S. Survey 15496, and the Nevada
U. 8. Survey TT77, through vhich the West Branch tunnel has been driven.
Records in the Treasurer's office of Ban Miguel COunty shcw.

' Paragon Mines, Incarporate& ovn 1/2 of the west m'anch and
Clydesdale, and 1/3 of the Nevada.

Evelyne K. Grieg, 213 Rast 66th S'creet, New York 21, New
York owns k0/111 of 1/2 of the West: lrmch and C‘Iydesdnle and ko/m
of the ¥evada. .

Kate, Bella, and Jeannie Urieg, h2 lnnkhzul Road,, mmrglen, :
Scotland, own the remaining interest in the West Branch ard Nevada. = -

Otto Beselack bought a tax certificate an’ Kate, Bells, and
Jeannie Grieg's interest in his nsme on December 11, 1950, but does
not have a Treasurer's deed. . _

, ~ Yhe 1953 taxes on the l'n.mrite group have not been paid and
payment of these taxes is a consideration in your Lesse and Option.

Tax certificates are outstanding for the years 1939 and 1S40 on the

Favorite group and have been assigned to onme R. . Benson, address

not known. This constitutes a lien on the property and a mbordina.tion

agreemsent. vhich is attaehed will de reqniud mn R. E. Benson.

: ' Epelosed are coples of Yorm NF-203, Gmr 8 Consent to Lien.
rlam have the ovners sign six’ copies as noted on edch u't of Form 1!«203.
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o x: e r«otxvo m mummn w: rrm t.m owners
withie 60 days we will continue the fisld exemination st mich time as

. you sdviss this office that the surfsse of the Favorite graup is not .
. covered with snow and the West Braneh tunmel is properly veatilated. R
© - 3£ we do mot receive the signed subordimetion agreameuts within 60 days

mv!llpnmth&mmmlmnimmum:mwﬂ-

vmomuenawuvxnmmaaw,

‘-;,",_Mts.w orriost :
| ,mﬂmﬁﬂ. Huionzv

BMC:cvm

- ees %cket o o
dministrator, DMEA -

A¥Koschmenn
WNYraver
Chron.





- 'UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION .
WASHlNGTON 25, D.C. ;

22h New Customhouse

Denver 2, Colorado . B  May 14, 195k
Memdrazidm : .
Tor Administrator ’ Defenae m:wrais prloration imministra-_

tion, Attention: 200
From: ¥xecutive orficer, MA Field Teaa, Region IV
Sdb,jec't: Docketing ror Exploration Asaistanee
Enclosed herewith 1;: &uplicate is DMRA Fom 3. and
m'-lo3 and supporting data pertaining to the following appli-
cations for Governpent assistmce in exploration vork- '

!idland Ura.nium, Inc.
3089 Phillips Petroleum Bldg.,

Salt lake City » Utah ’(Urauium)-
Paragon Mines, Inc. _ S . :
Ophir, Colo. - . , ,(Lead_-Zinc:-Copper)
Lowell A, Griffith Associstes R
ﬁravan, Colorado - {(Uranium)

_,

‘/1?%

. Shaw :

®r ¥. 5. King

Enélosures
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(Re;;gﬁggg 1952) , UNlTl’STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I.ERIOR, B e B oo, 42-R1085.2.
. DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

l/“'-—\nmmm—,

Wil OF Tig Iz Not to be filled in by applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN iz faners o4
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT 0 i "'ﬁ%‘ffofgmm Aizjjffz,nb ;
DMEA ORDER 1 UNDER THE DEFENSE'Jdu'uu ? VO /Da.te Received . o %@
. PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED ‘Bstimated Cost ..., 2.5, 60 .

Participation (Government %) . oo

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Name of applwwnt—(a) State here .your full legal name, in the form in Whlch you will wish to contract, and your

malhng address: ___A_,_ _______ P arageu %;‘ﬁ' ‘ e
Dri Ko di B m—--w.---xm Gem.---ﬂro-& Y. m...uen Mﬂ*;
Uontross - Colorado;—Otto Bepelack, —Treass-and Manager,—Ophir, Colopades .-

(b) If o%her than an 1!'1d1v1dual add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, tltles, names and addresses of oﬁicers

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

. 8. Applicant’'s property rights—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract ... se0-extro-cheet and-claim. m»-jltm ___________________

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. mﬁu ‘
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract or otherwise ... f.onge-and -

5; ﬂ you are EOE tEe owner, submit with this apphcatlon a copy of the lease, contract or other document under which
you control the property. gag photostatic copy of lease and opbim o purchase

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, -including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. $8@ axtre sheet attache

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you. 806 2ap at

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence

points. and Stats roads 4 miles to condentrating mill, owned bY Paregon mines,Inc

(e) he aval 1hty of manpower, materlals, supphes, equipment, water, and power. 16—86551-1

Naapower - Already on peyrell 't Water ——- Sufficlent
: at mine ¢ Power =—= Gag driven motor for cComproseocT,
Msterial and Supplies —- Avallsble -y

Emuimment —ivailable on property
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5. le explomtwn p'royect.— (@) Qe the mineral or minerals for which you wis& explore NP '

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) .
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploratxon work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. see pap attached - = o , :

(c) The work will start within ___.___. [ days and be completed within ________ 9. months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ablhty to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 38

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you w111 have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: ‘ “’m.

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.). by Independent contrect at $30,00 per foot, 800 ft, drifts &

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees-
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants S8 m 'h“g at

(¢) Operating materials and supplzea —Furnish an itemized 11st mcludnig 1tems of equlpment costing less than $50 each
and power, water and fuel. : . shoet attached ' ¢ T
" (d) Operating equzpmeﬂt.——Furmth ah }temlzed list of any operating’equipment to be rented, putchased, or whlch is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase pnce, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be. m Boai

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detalled list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehablhtatlon or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equxpment now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New butldings, improvements, installations. —Furmsh a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary bulldmgs, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. see sheet atta,

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmens compensatlon
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes. gag extyra sheet gtm

(k) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above

Nore.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), ot any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
‘estimate of costs. .

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed prOJect in accordance thh the regulatlons on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? Yes- - .- S . .

(b) How do you propose to furnlsh your share of the costs? .. .. .. ... . ... ... ol .. L

JZI Money- ‘m IE -Use of equ1pment owned by you l__—, Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

S "“'CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an 1nd1v1dual corporate officer, partner, ‘or other\mse both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge vand belief.

Dated _— oy 308y 1954

Title 18, U. S. Code (Cnmes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representahon to any depart-.
"ment or r agency of the United States as'to any matter wnhln its junsdmhon . '

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—66651-1
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6. Estimate of costss ( Labor. T e $ 18.00 '
: : Pm@mee&%m 3400
Power T B 00
'hmk&mww'AgfﬂWV&W}
Eeud t RSO 1.00
mmlmaa~~ s ,w

Misec. Supplies & .
3ontingeneiea ‘5.06 |

S %@133&% mrh&,.
800 feet of drifts and eross-cuts 1‘9§a1 $25,600.00

%.%thbYM®mmmwam&atﬂm® per foot,  total $24,000,00





" UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' OMEA
DOCKET 3354

\ PORTAL ,
\ £lev. 16,100 Fr. .

Z—

Strong favlt - predominantly vertical
movement ; considerable silicified govge
and breccia; no Pb or Zn sulfides
noted.

”

American ~ Frenchman Vein

__— Stopes appear to have been run
=
to surface on Pb-Zn ore.

Notes:

. Wallrock is predominantly indurated
shale — probably Dolores formation .

2. Workings off West Branch tunne|
not accessible due to caving or

bad air.

3. Map is in part Brunton and tape survey
and in part from data furnished by
apptlicant.

0o o - ' 200 Feat

v 1 1 |

Nevada Vein
v

. ‘ &5
‘ . : P
S0

Face on @/21/54

A
N
\

\

FIGURE | -GEVO'LOGIC MAP OF WEST BRANCH TUNNEL , SAN MIGUEL COUNTY, COLORADO

Y,

Geology by E.N. Harshman, Sept 1954
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