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AppYication _Contract . _
Denied - Terminated - Not Certified Cancelled
Withdrawn Terminated - Certified » |[Royalty Agreement

The records contained in this file are marked (x) and arranged in this order:
Folder No, 1:

Left Side Right Side
:Qoyalty Audits Project summary (final)
Certification of Discovem Work Comoleted analysis (final)
[ |Closing Letter All other material filed in
[ |Cost Audits chronological order including the
Termination Notlce or Agreement following reports if checked:
[ |Recision Notice ] [|Field Team Semi-Annual Report for
[~ |Assignment of Contract ~ Certified Project
| Contract Amendments ' | _|Final Field Team Report (Tab)
| [ Contract with all exhibits and _|Operator's Final Report (Tab)
annexes _|Interim Field Team Reports
Owner's Consent to Lien and | |Operator's monthly reports and all
Subordination. Agreement attachments
z(f\pplication and attachments :On-Sit.e' Exam Report (Tab)
| _|Settlement Sheets
| |Drill Logs
Additional Folders: \
Left Side Right Side
Folders No. : Reports " [JField Team Semi-Annual Report for
[] Analysis. of Semi-Annual Certified Project -
Inspection Reports Field Team Interim. Reports
DPro;ject Summary (Interim) by IMEA Operator's Monthly. Reports with
BEngineers transmittal, narrative and maps.,

Folders No. Maps (Use pocket folder or envelope)

Folders No.

Settlement Sheets

Folders No.

Drill Logs

Folders No. Royalty material
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Bureau Of iiines
" U.S. Department of interior
2011 Federal BSuilding

zan Prancisco, California,

in res

. Gentelmen:

BEnclosed please find, in :
Y over-lays giving detailed data with respect to the abplication,
Also enclosed are bids from ‘two firms for diamond drilling on . . °

ViestministerCalif,
332 NMavajo Rd,

Hugust ¢ 1965

Application for inancial
Assistance in !tinerals =
Exploration '

REX-LCNTIS SILVER MINES
DCCKET Number O...E, -6483
Kearsarge Mining District,
Inyo County, Californiaov

duplicate, €Claim maps and

the property and bids for rentals of various equipement to e

- used in this progran,

Your early attention will be greatly'appreciatedo

Very tkuly yours

<

C Bennett

g
- /gi%;;( e W
y

L Lt . . . .
e g e e T B g e~ e £ 30 by e S
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CONTINENTAL DRILLING COoMPANY

DIAMOND DRILLING CONTRACTORS
2810 NORTH FIGUEROA
LOS ANGELES 65. CALIFORNIA
TELEPHONE CAPITAL 2-7146

EXPLORATION DRILLING BRANCH OFFICE:

GROUT HOLE DRILLING 419 SO. 96TH STREET
CEMENT GROUTING . August 4, 1965 SEATTLE 8. WASHINGTON
CHEMICAL GROUTING ROCKWELL 2-0366

Mr. Ray Bennett
6332 Navajo Road
Westminster, California

Dear Sir:

The following is our quotation for doing the proposed
drilling on your property near Independence, California. Prices
are based upon furnishing one machine one shift and that you will
provide: roads, set—ups and water within 3,000 feet of the drill
holes, all as per our discussions.

Mobilization and Demobilization $4,000.00

Drilling from 0-600' depth BX Core $§ 11.50 lin.ft.
Reaming $ 5.00 1lin.ft.
Fuinish and Install Temporary Casing $ 5.00 lin.ft.
Cementing and Redrilling Cement $ 6.00 lin.ft.

Yours very truly,

CONTINENTAL DRILLING COMPANY

P e

R. O. Thies

ROT: kbp
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o MAILING ;«bbaéésa;rr.o. Vs‘ox ss9. ‘ x ,;v TELEPHONE ‘AREA CODE 213
T R , Co 0 ‘NEwmiark - 1-9341
AT T : : - * NEvada' 6-9416
CANNON DIAMOND DRILLING_ Co
R ;‘“ DRILLING AND GROUTING CONTRACTORS
k 1464 WEST COMPTON BlVD B COMPTON CAI.IFORNIA
_ f- August 4 1965 L »

-
DN

' ,Ray Bennett o
6332 Navajo. Road * . .
t”Westmlnster Calrfornla ‘

ujrSubJect Core Dr1111ng Rex Monls S11ver M1ne

IDear Mr. Bennett°

v

- The f011w01ng is our quotatlon for Bx Core dr1111ng
on the property above.3 : A

1. Move :m & Out .‘ - o $2000.00 L.S.
;é;.Bx Core Dr1111ng ?:y“;15,}}ﬂ§;50;bér;ffo
Z}é,HFurnlshlng & Placlno i ‘.;efllvq<'A;i;,‘

- any collar cas:ng .;';f‘lel?OQ'PeF £t

-,These prlces ‘are based on your maklng the JOb 51te S

" and water, ava11ab1e to us at all tlmes, regardless
of weather. e : *

In case the total amount of dr1111ng 1s 1ess than .-
- 5000 feet an add1t10nal $2000 is to be pa1d to .

»contractor. ,

~ Three weeks: notice. shall be glven to contractor,

B prlor to start1ng dr1111ng program.-;{’ T
;fVery truly yours, k

'.CANNON DIAMOND DRILLING oo.,vfé

“F. G. Cannond"
1;Pre31dent._;‘ﬂ‘
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11225 RUSH STREET SO. EL MONTE, CALIF.

Ray Bennett ‘Aug.4,1965
6332 Navajo Rd.
Westminister,California

Equipment Bid for Rex Montis Silver Mines

Hourly Bid on Operated and Maintained Equipment as follows

D-6 Caterpillar Tractor ¥/ dyd Dozer g,
D-7 Caterpillar Tractar %/ Hyd.Dozer Hr,

600 CKFM Rotery CompresSOr-—---o--ocecommcmc e e e e ¢ ir.
90C CKFM Rotory Compre6sof-----—----c-ceoou-- $22.75 Er,






SAN GABRIEL RIVER FREEWAY AT PECK ROAD
(2425 KELLA AVENUE) WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA

Ray Bennett
6332 Navajo Rd. Aug. 4, 1965
Westminister, California

Equipment Bid for Rex Montis Silver Mines

Hourly Bid on Operated and Maintained Equipment as follows

RAymond 3-9531e OXford 9-0961

$20.00 Hr,

D-6 Caterpillar Tractor W/ Hyd Dozer

$23.50 Hr.

D—7Capterpillar Tractor W/ Hyd Dozer

600 CFM Rotery Compressor

$19.00 Hr.
$24.00 Hr.

900 CFM Rotery Compressor

GUPTILL EQUIPMENT Co. .

U&gyn

R. V. Guptill, Gen. Mgr,





UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION

July 27, 1965

TRTTLALS|CO-E

AIR MAIL

Memorandum

To : Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration, Washington,- D.
From : Acting Field Officer, OME, Region II

Subject: New Application (Silver)
Ray Bennett
Rex Montis Silver Mines
Inyo County, California

Enclosed herewith is an application for financial assistance submitted
in our office this morning by Mr. Ray Bennett in the amount of $177,425.00.

The property is located in the Kearsarge District, approximately 10 miles
west of Independence, California, an unsurveyed township, Inyo County,
California.

In the applicant's report, exhibit No. 5, it is mentioned that a production
of 12,333 ozs. of gold and silver bullion was produced from 1875 to 1877.
The claims are above 10,000 feet and the topography is rough. The proposal
is divided into seven phases consisting of road building, erecting a camp
site, a diamond drill program at two different elevations, surface sampling,
de-ice a tunnel and extending the Independence tunnel 1,000 feet which will
depend on the favorable results of the diamond drill program above the
tunnel several hundred feet and south. The applicant's objective is to 77
intersect these veins (4 to 6) (not shown on the map) at lower elevations

in the crosscut work. , f

©'The applicant was advised to submit a surface map showing the atitude of
these veins and width, as well as the geology of the area. He was also in-
structed to submit bulldozer bids, drill bids, and the number of drill holes
(surface) to be drilled from the upper and lower elevation drill sites. He 5
was told that de-icing of a tunnel is not allowable in our OME program.
Until we get the gbove information from the applicant, a field examination

is not warranted at this time.
D00

Paul V. Fillo

Enclosure

cc: Chief, OME, Wash., D. C.





Westminster, California
6332 Navajo Road

July 26th, 1965

Bureau Of Minesv

U.S. Department Of Interior
9011 Federal Building

450 Golden Gate Ave,

San Francisco, California 94102

In re: Application for
‘ Financial Assistance in
Minerals Exploration
REX MONTIS SILVER MINES
Kearsarge Mining District
- Inyo County, California
Gentlemen:

Enclosed please find, in duplicate, APPLICATION FOR
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS EXPLORATION for the REX MONTILS
SILVER MINES located in the Kearsarge Mining District, Inyo

County, California, together with explanatory material and
exhibits, :

Your early attention will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

4
RB: jh

Y BENNETT
Encl, .

A
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MME Form 40
Jan. 65 o ¢ .

L ‘ UNITED STATES

' .Budget Bureau No. 42-R1368
Approval expires Dec. 31, 1968

-DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

RAY BENNETT
6332 Navajo Road
Westminister, California

APPLICANT DO NOT USE THIS BLOCK
L 4T3
—
7 < 3865
=

DOCKET NUMBER

DATE RECEIVED

REGION

DIVISION CODE

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION
(Check one)

NAME

INDIVIDUAL X
CORPORATION
PARTNERSHIP
oTHER (Specify)

STATE IN WHICH FIRM IS
ORGANIZED

LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE

ADDRESS TITLE

MINERALI(S) FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO EXPLORE

Silver

. NAME

ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT

$ 177 ,425.00

PROPERTY LOC&TION

COUNTY STATE

Rex Montis

Silver Mines California

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Before filling out this application, please read the OME
Regulations for Obtaining I?edeial ssistance in Financing
Explorations for Mineral Reserves (30 CFR Chap, III). To
assure prompt action, your application must provide all
applicable material and information specified on the back
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence
and delays by submitting complete and accurate information.
Please submil two copies of this application and all accom-
panying paper:: except as otherwise noted. Place your name
and address on each sheet, Each item of information, maps,
and reports required as a part of this application is described
on the back of this form. Identify each attached statement
by the item number to which it applies. If an item does not
apply to your application, show the item numberon your state-
ment and after it write ‘‘not applicable.!'” Maps or sketches

Inyo

should be used to supplement narrative descriptions of the
property location and boundaries in item 2, existing mine
workings and geology in item 3, and the proposed exploration
work in item 5. When this information is not too complex,
all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. All documents
and other attachments submitted as a part of this application,
except those in item 3(g) which you mark to be returned,
become the property of the Government and will not be re-
turned to the applicant. Send true copies, not originals, of
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of your business records, File this application
with the Office of Minerals Exploration, Department of the
Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the mearest OME
Field Office.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer,
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth
in this form and accompanying papers is correct and com-

Zlaclis

{ATED

plete, to the best of his knowledge and belief, and that
he would not ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration
under current conditions and circumstances at his sole
expense.

; : BY (S :'gndture)

TITLE

A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offénse.

U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.





INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLICATION

1. Financial Eligibility:

(a) Submit evidence of efforts made within 90 days pre-
ceding the filing of this application to obtain credit from
your bank of account and at least one other banking institu-
tion or other private source ‘of crédit, Such evidence shall
include true copies of correspondence which show: (1) date
of loan request, (2) amount and terms requested, (3) pro-
posed use of loan funds, and (4) the replies from credit
sources., If the loan was offered under terms which you con-
sider unreasonable, state why you consider them so.

(b) List names and addresses of affiliated, parent, or
controlling companies or organizations and state extent and
nature of their interest,

(c) State how you propose to furnish your share of the
cost of the exploration work,

2. Applicant’s Rights in Land:

(a) State your interest in the land and mineral rights,
whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other,
If you are not the owner, submit one true copy of the lease,
contract, or other document (with address of owner) under
which you control the property. Describe all liens, mort-
gages, or other encumbrances on the land and state book and
page number and official place where recorded.

(b) State the legal description (section, township, and
range; metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the
land upon which you wish to explore and all adjacent land
which you own or control. Describe any part of the land or
workings which should not be subject to Government royalty
and liens, If the land consists of unpatented claims, state
book and page* number for each recorded location notice,
including amended locations, and official place where re-
corded, State all the names by which you know the property.

(c) For all 1and or mineral rights encumbered or not owned,
submit five copies of Lien and Subordination Agreements on
MME Form 52. If the agreements cannot be obtained, state
reasons and provide copies of letters of refusal.

3. Physical Description:

(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches
all mining or exploration operations which you know have been
or are being conducted upon the land. Include existing mine
workings and all production facilities.

(b) State your interest, if any, in operations described
in (a).

(c) State, if you know, the past and current production,
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets,
mine records, or published data if available,

(d) Describe known ore reserves, giving quantities and
grades and sampling methods used. Support your statement
with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if available.

(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geo-
logic features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic
formations if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded,
etc.). ‘

(f) State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if
you have sampled the area you propose to explore, show
where the .samples were_ taken, describe sampling methods
used, and provide.copies of assay certificates. .

(g) Send with your application at least two copies of all
geologic or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic

information which you have, indicating whether you require -

their return. .

4, Accessibility of Property:

(a) To aid the OME representative who may examine the
property, state name and address of person who will meet him;
give directions for reaching the property; and describe ac-
cessibility of property and of any mine workings.

(b) Name the shipping and supply. points and state the
distances to the property.

5. Exploration Work:

(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration work giving
individus! footages and sizes of openinggglor each item of
{ - . :

work. Use narrative, maps, plans, and sections as neces-
.sary. Show location of the proposed work as related to geo-
logic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts of
rock formations, etc, Show also the rélation of the proposed
work to any existing mine -workings and to land boundaries
or to the closest identifiable corner.

(b) If an access road must be built, show the proposed
location on the property map and state the length, type and
construction methods proposed,

(c) If an OME contract is executed, state how soon there-
after work would be started and finished. State your antici-
pated average daily or monthly rate of progress for each type
‘of work,

6. Experience:

State your operating experience and background to conduct
this explorstion work and also that of the person who will
supervise the work.

7. Estimate of Costs:

Furnish detailed estimates of the necessary costs for each
item of the work proposed im 5(a) under the headings listed
below with a total for each heading and the estimated total
cost of the work, Costs for any work to be performed by an
independent contractor should be listed separately under
category (a) below, Costs for any work that is not to be per-
formed by an independent contractor should be listed under
categories (b) through (g). : ) )

(a) Independent contracts. State the total cost of any pro-
posed independent contract for all or any part of the work,
and the number of units and the unit cost for each type of
work, ‘such as ‘per foot of drilling, per foot' of- drifting, per
hour of bulldozer operations, or per. cubic yard of material
moved, st estimates shquld be supported by bids from .
three contractors if possibls{ﬁl(Note—If none of the work is
to be contracted, write ‘‘non after this item.)

(b) Personal services, The cost of supervision, engineer-
ing and geological services, outside consultants, and labor
should be itemized by numbers and classes of employees;
rates of wages, salaries or fees; and periods of employment.
State whether these services are available,

(c) Operating materials and supplies. List items of mate-
rial and supplies giving quantity and cost of each. Include
under this heading power, water, and fuel, and units of equip-
ment and tools costing less than $50 each.

(d) erating equipment, List items of equipment and tools
costing $50 or more per unit. Give specifications and indicate
how each item is to be acquired—i.e,, rented, purchased or
provided by the applicant, If rented or purchased, state the
estimated rental or purchase price. If furnished by the appli-
cant, state condition and present fair market value,

(e) Initial rehabilitation and repairs. Describe the type and
the cost of initial rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings,
fixtures, installations (exclusive of mine workings), and
movable operating equipment now owned by the applicant
which will be used in the exploration work,

(f) New buildings, fixtures, installations. Describe each
building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased,
constructed, or installed for the exploration work, stating
specifications and cost including labor, materials, and super
vision. . o

(g) Miscellaneous. Describe the type and estimate the
cost of repairs and maintenance of the operating equipment
listed in 7(d). Do not repeat initial repairs listed in 7(e).
Show also the costs of analytical work, accounting, work-
men’s compensation and employees’ liability insurance,
payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall within
the previous categories, | Note—The Governmuat will not con-
tribute to costs incurred before the date of the contract, or
to costs of or incident to: (1) acquiring, using, or possessing
land and any existing improvements, facilities, buildings, in-
stallations, and appurtenances, or the: depreciation and
depletion thereof; (2) general overhead, corporate management,
interest and taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes); (3) in-
surance (other than employees’ liability insurance);, and
(4) damages to persons or property (other than authorized
repair to or_replacement of equipment or other property used

in the work).
n';r. SEC., WASH., D.C .
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-RAY BENNETT ‘ ‘ e . | o :
6332 Navajo Road = . : i S P
Westminister, California - -

- . 'INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH APPLICATION

1, Financial Eligibility:

(é) See EXHIBIT 9 - Copies of letters to Bank of America .
(Lone Pine, California) and Farmers & Merchants Trust & Savings

(Long Beach, California), and replies thereto,

(b) None,
(¢) By cash,

2, Applicant's Rights in Land:

(a) See EXHIBIT & - Lease of mining rights with option to
purchase, S

(b) See EXHIBIT &

(é) No liens or,other,eﬁéumbrances.‘ See EXHIBIT/O - Form 52
Subordination Agreement of Lessors, :

3. ‘Physical Description:

(a) See EXHIBIT g - Cohtour'Map'with detailed data, location
of veins, roads, etc, ' o _ o

(b) Lessee under Lease of mining rights, with option to pur-

chase, See EXHIBIT 3 '

: (c) See EXHIBIT ¥ - 1878 report of Independénce Tunnel & B
Mining Co; EXHIBIT 5 - State and Federal reports of geology and

production for.the years 1883, 1884, 1888, and 1938; and EXAIBIT  -|

Old records of previous operation,

(d) 14 known veins of silver-gold ore outcropping on surface
between 10,000 ft, and 12,500 ft, level. Sampling method was by

‘typical grab samples from old dumps and outcrops., See EXHIBIT & -
- Assay reports, (There are no assay maps). C

(e) See EXHIBITS 4 and §

(£) I‘expect'to find ore from the examination of the informa-
tion contained in the old and existing records (EXHIBITS 3 4 5 &

and from my personal inspection of the property, and from information |
gathered from other persons who have made’ inspection of the property, |

(g) Se'vevEXHIBITS 3,495 6 : (NéeAd not be returned,)

4, ACcessibiLity'éf'Property:v,

’/w” !(a)”}§ay Bennett, 6332”Navajo Road, Weétminister, California,

will 'meet OME representative at Independence, California, by appoint-
ment, and will conduct him to property to be examined. From nearest
access road, travel will be bx;&grseback to property, if necessary,

(b}”hSouthern Pacific Railroad at Lone Pine, California is rail

shipping and supply point,” It is 28 miles Erom the mine property -

22 miles of paved road to the access road. |

5. Exploration Work:

(a) See EXHIBIT'S*'-;Conéour Map§ and see EXHIBIT IA_- State=

,;1"
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BAY BENNETE N I o - .

-6332 Navajo. Road

Westminister, California

‘ment of Exploration Procedures.

» (B) See EXHIBIT % - Contour Map; and see Phases 1 .and &4 of

_Sfatement'of Exploration Procgdures (EXHIBIT I »

(c) 'We‘coﬁld begin work'immediatelyAafterVOME contract is
executed, The anticipated average daily or monthly rate of progress

. for each type of work is contained in the Statement of Exploration
‘Procedures (EXHIBIT ) ), subject to weather conditions,

6. _Experience:

'I'willlpersonally'supérvise the work, I am a civil engineer

‘and have had 15 years of mining experience, including goéld mining -

in Mexico, lead and silver mining in Death Valley, exploration of
uranium in Colorado and Utah, copper exploration in Arizona, and
practical geologic experience in connection with oil and mining

exploration and operation, - ' N a o :

7.__Estimate of Costs:

(a) to (g) All of this informatfdh:is‘¢ontéined in EXHIBIT i -
Statement of Exploration Procedures, ’ : S ’
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6332 Navajo Road: , .
Westminister, Cal:.fornla .

EXPLORATIGN PROCEDURES
INDEX

PHASE I - RQAD CGMPLETION TO INDEPENDENCE "TUNNEL SITE.
PHASE II - EVALUATE PLACER DFPUSITS -
PHASE III - TEMPORARY CAMP AT TUNNEL SITE.

PHASE IV - IN C@NJUNCTI&N WITH PHASE III CORE DRILL LOWER
ELEVATIONS; 'ACCESS T0 UPPER ELEVATION DRILL SITES;
ADD SECOND DRILL CREW WHEN UPPER SITES ARE READY;
MAP THESE “TENTATIVE LOCATIONS,

PHASE V - 3 TWO MAN CREWS WITH DRILLS EXPOSING SUREACE GUTCROPS

IN AS MANY LOCATIONS AS PRACTICAL; NOTE: THERE ARE
130 TO 40 SURFACE POTHOLES DUG ON THE MANY EXPOSED
VEINS, WHICH SHOULD BE CLEANED UP AND SAMPLED, 7

4

PHASE VI - DE-ICE THE #4 REX MONTIS 'l'UNNEL - GET IN AS FAR
. AS POSSIBLE, ‘ | ‘
PHASE VII - COMMENCE WORKING IND’_EPEND’E_NCE TUNNEL;, RE- TIMBER
: 'PORTAL AND CLEAR OUT PRESENT TUNNEL; EVALUATE,
USING CORE RESULTS AND PHASE V FINDINGS.

EXHI8IT Y
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RAY' BENNETT ® o |
6332 Navajo Road S o
Westminister, California

PHASE I
| - EXPLORATION

ROAD. COMPLETION TO INDEPENDENCE TUNNEL SITE.
piEétimatéd time to cémﬁletecfrbmjpreseht road's
"end, 10 weeks, It is possible this work can
' be completed in 8 weeks, barring unforeseen

underground rock, requiring blasting, The cost

for this work which includes a D-6 Cat Tractor

- Hyd, Dozer, Compressor and Jack Leg Drills
operated and maintained, per week, is 1760.00,

" All work is contracted for including the
engineer in charge, - ‘

Estimated costs to complete road with above
‘equipment - .
Powder caps, fuel and misc,

.Contingency Fund ﬁreakdown'.

 Final Survey and Mapping - ‘
10 Man Days @ $50.00 each ' 500,00

Supervision - Roadwork, 10 wks. . 1,500.00

‘Truck Expenses (2 Trucks) - Gas,
0il, Insurance, Misc,, 10 weks,

-

750,00 -

17,600.00
550.00

'PHASE 11
- PLACER EVALUATION

As the roadwork cuts this deposit, and using

the D-4 now on the job to establish necessary
sampling stations, this area should be . - | L
sampled extensively (200 or more samples) in ;oo
order to ‘establish the more lucrative areas.-5 .ﬁWN
13

2 People and Tractor, 14 days @ $100 ﬁér day

"Engineeringv- Mapping Sample Lbcatidﬁs (200)

‘Taking .S‘amples‘v - Bags, Transportation, As‘say

1,400.00
275,00
1,100.00

2,775.00
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ray sanerr @ _. o ‘

6332 Navajo Road

Westminister, California

 PHASE III
TEMPORARY CAMP AT
TUNNEL SITE_

This requires levellng off area large enough
to work from, ‘ : A

'Levellng with D-6 4 ‘days @ $200 800.00
Until such time as exploration results
warrant, personnel can travel in and
" out each day, .
1« 20 x 40 Stran Steel (X~STC) Bulldxng 404' . ‘
erected on site, insulated and with wooden '
floors, - 5,500,.00 |
- Beds, Stoves, Refrigeration, Tables Chairs, _ 2
‘and Kltchen Equipment : o - 2,000,00
8,300,00
" PHASE . IV
| CORE DRILLING PROGRAM
Commence drill program on lower level as soon~.
as road reaches tunnel site. (See map for
‘location.) . ’ R .‘.’ . ¥
4800 ft. comtemplated @ $6 00 per foot 28,800.00
Continue Access Road to upper levél, 3 ks, 5,500.00""
' Commence upper level drilllng program as soon
as drill sites are available.v
4800 ft, contemplated @ $6,00 per foot 28,800,00
Engineering, Mapping‘and Assaying
Road Englneerxng to. each level- S
$650.00 ea, - _,' ~ - .1,300,00
Supervision and Logglng Core, e
60 days _ S 35000400
- Transporation EXpenses 8 - 750,00
- Geological Mapping and Assaying = 1,550,00
69,700.00
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Open up 30 potholes on various veins for
‘surface sampling and 1ocatlon, - ‘

RAY BENNETT @ B L 2
6332. Navajo Road o L S
Westminister, California

PHASE V.
QUTCROP _SAMPLING
7

5,500,00

Contract work - 20 days, 6 men, @ $250 per day
Englneerlng - Geological Mapplng - 800,00
Assaylng : : | 7 300,00
| e 1,100.00
6,600,00
PHASE VI =~
DE-ICE NNEL
De-Ice lowest of Rex Montls Tunnels. |
Complete road to tumnellfrom drill site foad, .'8;250.00
Contract De-Icing - R e :
350 f¢t, Long Tunnel and _some Stopes, _
1 - 14 fe, Vein and 1 smaller Vein, 30 days 6,000, 00
Engineerrng - |
Roadwork to Tumnel | 400,00
Supervision - Tunnel De-Icing B - 1,200,00
Misc, Timbefing at or 'in old tunnel 400,00 o
| L - | 2,000,00
Company furnished 5 Ton Cap. Git Buggy ~ﬂo . :
for use in moving ice out of tunnel - 2,750,00
'Ventllation Equlpment 1,650.00
20,650, 00
| PHASE VII .
_ INQEPENDmcx TUNNEL . .- A
'Clean out and w1den portal - Contract | 1,400.00
Re-Timber portal - Immbers only |  2,200.00
Drive 6% x 7 tunnel (exPloration) contract
at $42,50 per ft,, 1000 ft,, 3 mos. time -42,500,00
Englneerlng, Supervisxon, Misc, Supplies . |
Re-habilitate’ Tunnel Entrance 400,00
Drive Tunnel : : 1,200.00
Transportation - Assays = . . 800,00 . , -
il T ASsays == 2,400, 00

48,500.00 .
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~ THIS AGREEMENTD made and entered intc this
«h'day of Aprily 19659 by and between W. J, THOMPSONg E, L.
‘ THOMPSOND ROBERT LOUNDA@IND AGNES LOUNDAGIND A, J, MESMERg
. HAE MESMER, OMIE 1 HAIRS and’ GLORIAN MAIRSD neeeinafcer |
f”{‘deeignated as cnmnnsp ‘and. RAY EENNETTD nereinaftee deeigneced

. as chTnAcTcR°

- TS
N

HITH S s n T H "5fﬁj; - {_{_;fv

| Fcn the considerations heneinaften set fcnth fgelff
1,CONTRACTOR agnees tc build a MINE ncad fncm a pcint cn %he ,'fm;

’?“Onion Valley Rcad“ knonn as *the Feldman Pncpentyg tc a pcint
known as the Independence Tunnel Site which ic cituaﬁed in

Sardine Canyon on a mining claim cwned by @wnene and kncwn eslﬂ

"\ the Independence No. 1 Lcde Claimg upon %he fclicwing tenme

‘?i.and ccnditionsg to- wit°~~

-

e 1, That ccnstructicn of caid road shall ccmmence14:”
?xnot later than the lst day of Mayg 1965p and shall pncceed
diligently and continucuslyg subject only to delays or cessa=;w
i;tion of work causcd by weathengdcts cf God accident intenfen=f*
e ence of the - public agenciesg cn any cause weathen similan cr n
dissimilar beycnd the ccntncl cf CONTRACTORp the*rcad henein

o referned to is tc be ccmpleted no 1aﬁen than the lst day cf
'5vc@tobeep 1965 P |

;5;ﬁj;f;3 " ﬂcy”' 2, Said ncad shall be ccnstnucted in accondance
Lo with the pulesgvregulaticns and specificaticnl required for &

ifﬁ.private Mine nced by the - United States Fcneeﬁ Seznvice,0 or cthen

gt

';-;,;?anpublic agencies having juniedicticn cn euthcnity pentaining ‘-u“;j“’

:' th@fet@o R .' ., . . | K v' “ T L '-H.’».}e“"‘,-:‘ A; ’. . -. '

GEE "3;j Duning the construction of sald road9’CONTRACT©R “ij

f".-'
A

';ﬁfcwill maintain a pclicy cf 1iability ineunance in the principel
' um of $100, 000,00 for one accident to & person. inﬂured and L g
"$300,0©© 00 total covepagep %o indemnifywénnenc egeinet nﬂ.gﬁg~~}
Qupublic liability» ‘that said insunan@@ noli@y Sh®11 &1@@ imd@mnify |

Ownenc again@t liability for pn@penﬁy damageo






oy

‘ :'*“adgjjl. 4, That should the COntractor wi%hout good cause

by

~icease construction of saild road for a ‘period @f 30 days before,"}
completion thereofp enumerated causes in paragraph 1 exceptedpbi B
“the Owners may take immediate possession thereof with@ut liaa'nﬁh.“
bility o Contractor for labOrg material or exp@nses %here@ng.'
to be retained by Owners as liquidated damage@o o o o

‘5, Upon completien of said r@adg and full p@rf©rm=;;"
‘ance of all other conditions and eavenants heP@in @et f@rﬁh

_the 0wnersp as e@nsideration f@r full perf@rman@eg will transfer

7Independenee No. 19 Independ@nce N@° 2,_
i Independence No. 3, Independen@@ Noo Mg
Indepemdenee Pla@er

‘WMill sites appended theretoog4‘
L ,,6 It is further agreed and. understood that by
virtue of the fulfillment of this agreement on the part of th@

Contractor that any new discoveries of mineral deposits shall

be staked and filed up@n in the a@@epted 1ega1 manner and sh&llj
become a parﬁ of this agﬁ@@m@nt with©ut any further CGnSidePaaffi
} ti@np and all tgrms and @@nditi©ns @f %his c@ntract shall apply

lth@ret@o






and they hereby'exeéute'aﬁd deiivéf.toVContréétor'a lease and

foption to' urehase all @f the above deacribed mining claimsg

w v “

Said r@&d in

PR
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) . . . T _
| sg Lo S Gem
COUNTY OF INYO, S o I

"‘\ o on this K9 day or %MW , 1965, i

il
c A

before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the
e ,,;‘;g.;;_,.‘,:,:;m::. oo

County of Inyo, State of California, personally eppeared "1”“}

W, J. THOMPSON and E. L THOMPSONg husband and wife; ROBERT

LOUNDAGIN and AGNES LOUNDAGIN, husband and wife, OHIE X. N ;?,’

MAIRS and GLORIAN MAIRSQ husband and wifep kn@wn t@ me t@ b@

" the persans whose n&mes are subscribed to theuwithin instruo ﬁ3?d?,£:fff7

l*=be the persons whose names are subscribed t@ the within inetru= j“

'before mey the undersigned9 a Notary Publi@ in and. for the

W|LBUR F. LUTZOW
Notary Public - Californle
PRINCIPAL OFFICE (N
INYO COUNTY

| STATEOF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

On this o day of - L | h» 19659

!

“County of Los Angeles,: State of Californiag persanally appeared

A, & MESMERp and MAE MESMEﬂg husband and wifeg known %@ me t@

ment - and they and’ @aeh of" %hem aeknowledged t@ m@ that %h@y

’*executed the same°;~»






' LEASE OF MINING RIGHTS WITH OPTION TO PURCHASE -~

THIS AGREEMENT, made this _ . day of

, 1965, by and between H. J, THOMPSONgAﬁ- R
% E. L PHOMPSOR, ROBERT LOUNDAGIN, AGNES LO%NDAGINg OMIE I, - = [no
MAIRS and GLORIAN MAIRS, all of Independenceg Californis, o

“and A, J. MESNER ‘and MAE MESMERy ef L@s Angelesp C&liforniepiiy

. hereinafter referred te &s. OWNEng and RAY BENNETTg 6332

;Navjo Roadg westministerg @aliforniag hereinafter P@ferped i?*eﬂ

Lot N,

HITNESSETH 

- e == oom == e o

uOO . -

That ‘the Owners are the legal owners of eertain ,k

patented and unpaten%ed mining claims and millsites situe%ed ?£~

Four'(A)'patented mining claims known asg‘
Rex Montisg‘Boomerangg-Mt, View‘and Artic;

AFFive (5) unpatented mining claims kn@wn a
. Independence No. 1, Independence No., 2, .
~ Independence No. 39 Independenee No.. 4 and
: Independence Placer Claim,_; i

Millsites appended theretovl

That the Lessee is desirous of 1e&sing to explorepq

mine and/br extract minerals of any and all nature'

e L
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S for any and all minerals found ‘cherein° _
e ;: CE e ‘The term . of. this lease shall be for %he life

[
PR

&“:»& f}. :of the property or 25 yearsp whiéhever is soonerg for 80

'”}ong as mineral substance ‘shall be extra@ted or the condition@ &

‘36f this lease and option to purehase hereinafter stated are -

-Tmeﬁ of if Option to purchase is exercisedo . There is hereby

':granted an option to renew this agre@ment f@r %he a@di@ion&l
term of 25 years uponjé

€$tion”of th@ term herein grantedo.
o 30 :

w the amount to

.A}thexfollqwing paragraphsg to witog " |
;” : ;: | 'ao On all @re o’ every d@scription9 and on all
l:other products of the leased property which may be praduced
;ﬁ-and s0ld to a purchaser9 the royalty to be paid shall be

f{ten percent (10%) of. the gross value of the ores severed

from said property of the value of $100 OO per ton Or less
{:12% of the gross value of ores severed therefrom of a value:
of more than $100 00 and less . than $150 00 per tonn 15% @f .
the gross value of all eres severed therefrom Of a value of

e more than $15© oo and less fshan $2@o 00 per t@ng 2@% of *ﬁzhe

?ithe pr©=raﬁa smelt@r c@ﬂtso fifi.' ”f;; f IR

'{? fwf"; b. The Lessee shall pay as minimum royal%y or.

'f rental o, the Owners ‘an. annual paymentp beginning @ne year o






co All royalties shall be paid on or before the -
lSth day of the calendar month following the calendar month

in which payment for ore or products 18 received by the L@de@@p : {:f? -

and shall be based solely on smelter or mill Peturnsa

d, Lessee agrees t@ order a eopy of all smelter

- returns mailed directly to Owners by the smelter° | 'jf§°”

;} ‘4; Owners do hereby grant to Lesseeudhe optian ;?”ﬁd. '
: to purchase the above described mining elaimsp millsltes -

" op any other rights whlch are now owned or in poseession f"ﬁiv'

- of said Owners OP which might be acquired whleh would e of:”

benefit to the suceessful operation of the pmpertyy at any .° o
time within two (2) years after the effective date of this-gngli:
lease and option for the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand :__ -
?”‘Dollars ($2509000 00) cash o '_4._¢§¢ s o o *553];

5. Owners do hereby grant to Lessee a further
' optlon in the event that the Option granted

4 is not exercisedp

under paragraph
to pupchase the sald property for the sum

ol of. Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2gsooyooo 00).

6. It is further agreed that all rentals and/or

"royalties pald by Lessee to’ Owners shall apply to the purchase

‘Lprice stipulated in the option clauses of. this agreement

7. It is further agreed t@ by Owners that Lessee
; Shall have the right to assign this lease and Option td

pura.f@dr»f"
. chase agreement S dfv, ‘”ldf

8. Any werk dnd/br improvements made by the Lesse@
to the mine by virtue of werk perfoxvmedD lhall be a part of

the consideration to Owners for en%ering inte this lease and 4

St
B

option ‘6o purchaseo'gx' it ,' fff

.time during the term of this 1ease dmd f@r slx%y (6@) ddys?'
?;thereafterp provided that Lessee ls n@t ln default in any






Asituated on or affixed to the pr@perty her@in leasedp by ' :  o

.imgsp binsg'bunkersg mine traéks or plumihg facilities affixed _Qg;;

"thereto,

" Lessee that any claims or land necessary to cover %he strike o
anq/or continuation of present known ore b@diel @r subseqmen@=_ :'
'fly dis@overed ore bodies shall be staked @ut ‘and filed upon. - 1 ;15

| in the accepted 1egal manner and all sueh land shall bec@me.A:f‘

-QPightsg and any other rights ‘which might be acquired which
"ﬁwould be of benefit shall be acquired~for Owners and Lesse@
; {alike without any further or additional consideration and .

}uishall become a part of the said pr@perti@s under leaseo

‘; assessment work notices An- favor of @wnersg and further agrees
}to noﬁify Dwners of any intention of not completing assessment

wj}work sixty (60) days pri@r te the @nd of any assessment work

,_’yearg‘

jtain a policy of liability insmrance in the principal sum of
z$l©0g000 00 for: one accldent %0 a p@rson ingured and '

'iéf sation insuranee as required by lawoqxf*

o . LY SN T R v - . . T »
. R . ) . . N
: - & oo . v o . . . B
. .. [ . . ° s A
. R . . R :
. T . : ‘ . 0 ’ .
. A S
! . B
. ) - . * 3

- due and unpaid, Lessee may remove any equipment and machinery9 _ﬁw:'

Lessee, but_Lessee shall not remove from said property bulld-

10, I% is further agreed by and between Owners an@

[N

a2 part of this 1eased property whether e@ntigu@us OP n@t and
without any further or ‘additional considerationo

11,018 18 fuz“the? agreed that’ millsi’hesg ,wa*ber

7,12;‘ Lessee stipulates and agrees to record yearly '

&

130' Lessee fmrther stipulates and agrees t@ main=

$3009000 ‘00 total c@verage,‘to indemnify Owners as. well as
Lessee against public liability and pr@perty damageo LeSSQe
further agrees to cover all op@rations with W©rkmans° compenm“

‘14, Owners or their duly appoint@d ag@nts may at
~all tim989 when they can do so without hindering @r int®r=,;






3 '|tipu1ated in thie leaseOA

1

L . 15, - 0wners or their duly appoim@ed gentsg at any

‘:fvfreasonable time upon notice in writingg shall have the right B
‘%o make &n inspection of the records of Leesee showing all
shipments of preduetss produced from ﬁhe pr@perty and receipte

therefr@m which may be required in order t@ e@mpute the

9 r@yelty provided under this leasea

- i 16, " Lessee further agreee thet all werk d@ne and - ~
all improvements made during the term ef this lease shall be
‘edone in a minerlike and prOper manner t@ eneble eeid pTOperty
iand all thereef te be eerefully operetedg and ee that the ff
xminerals contained therein may be extracted in an ec@nomicel
and minerlike fashiono Wi e \ N g
CaEe 17;7 It is stipul&ted and agreed by 0wners thet if Zg
the performance of any @f the @bligeti@ns of. Leseee may be v
;delayed or suspended at any time while Lessee is hindered
feor prevented from performance by Act of Ged adverse weather
'i;conditionsp ‘accident, strikeg lockoutp operation by lawplor a
any eauseg whether similar or dissimilarp beyond the. reasenableg
'control of Lesseeg then this lease and opti@m LPo purchase shalli
-not expire or be terminated in whole or in part; nor shall ‘
Lessee be deemed o be in default in the performance of any of
") his obligations hereunder as a result of any failure of Leesee |
}to conduct operations on ‘the leased land while ‘such OPGP&tiOHS -y
; ‘.v-would be violative or- in eenflict with any order, rule, or e
”: ¢ﬂ,regu1ation of any civil or military. agency or autherity made
rk‘in the: interest ‘of national defense or. in aid aef wer effortp
ej'and Lessee is excused fr@m peyment of emy e@yelties or rentele
| and’ shall have a reasenable time efter eueh eeti@np @rderpvﬂ
;ﬁrule @r regulation %erminetes wi%hin whieh te eommenee or :

o R
l}

 resume operetione°

‘:ﬁ; g;5 “:ﬁ?;\, 18, Lessee shell have the right and Optienp a%
any time, te terminate this egreement and end the eeme by

o }‘g‘,_w.depoeitin@ in %he Uni%ed Sﬁetee meil in e eeeled envelepe






.L;Cl&im deed dUIyyﬁxecuﬁed by Lessee quitclaiming to Owners
all rightp title and interest of Lesse@ acquir@d by virﬁue

1J

of this lease t@ and in the leae@d land ,Said‘terminatﬁon  '

notice of default hi@ @bjecti@ns to claim @f default which
may be adjudi@ated by judicial pr@eess by @ither party t@ this
.agreement

iaQO This 1ease agreement shall n@t become-effecta*

1‘ive until the execution and performamce of that @ertain agree=

”ment entitled "AGREEMENTWQ‘Q eopy of which i@ appended her@t@'

.fand in@orporated herein by reference th@ﬁ@t@ as th@ugh fully
set forth l‘nex“«s»irﬁu’j | ,. o = |
L 21° The Owners agFee that should Lessee desire to ;
 take advantage @f Govefnm@nt exp&mr@ti@n assistance they will ﬂk
',execute the neeessary agreement pr@vid@dg h©wever9 that @wnere
“reserve the right %0° not consent t@ any agre@ment that will je©=,
:_pardize,royalties as set f@rth hereinbeforeg or create lien@ @@

.‘en@umbran@es against Gwners“ interest in the prop@rtyoa.

agreement and'@a@h and.everyf”lau@@






County of Iny09 State of Calif@rnia, persanally appeared
w J THOMPSON and E, L THOMPSON husband and wifeo ROEERT

,LOUNHA@IN and BGNES LOUNDAGINa husband and wifep OMIE I
MAIRS and GLORIAN MAlﬁsg husband and wifeg kn@wm to me t@ be

'the persons whose names are subsc@ibed to the within instru=

WILBUR E. LUTZOW
Notary Public - Callfornlg
PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN

UNY@ C@UWTY :

'






before me, the undersigned,

e
. DO

day of : Clx;wplq 0 1965§

& Notary Public in and for the

‘County of Los Angeles, State of Californis, personally appeared

. i

| A, J. MESMER and MAE MESMER, husbend and wife,. knows, to me %o be

‘- the. persons whose names afe‘sﬁbséfibéd;t@'ﬁheﬁwithin»iﬁétfuaff;

6f:the

‘ment and

‘the same.

‘executed.

.

. ‘ Ta

m.

that they ..

hand and officlal seal,

- MARGARET -ACQUISTAPACE /.-
... My Commission Expires Oct. 2, 1966

it ddaluat B m
. e d
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- stavted well :
‘that these veins now under consideration may go,

the nines having been in operation as of March 26,

way ez @ | | @
£33% Bavalo Rond | |
Heotminkatew, Gedifornis

THE BELMGNTLS GROUP OF MINES

‘ KEARSARGE BISTRICT
IBYD  COUNTY

_ GALITORIIA

o ——" o

The RexeMontis group of mines consistes of four petented clatums,
four locntions and two milleites, In 1860 to 1872, these claims
were known ag the RexeMontls, Shawat, Roaroke, Loomerang, Hountain
View and Potost 1 to 10, There may have been others wi f;{n the pres
gent groun, thelr nases having been lost in entiquity, However, it
will suffice say that the present group will cover all ,paﬁsifam
arens wherein minerals may be reasonably ompeected, | 4

. the orlzinal Rex<iontls group was ot elevations of 12,000 £r,
down to 11,000 €t,  The Potosi group went down to the 10,000 fe,
levels There are no records as to the exact elevation of the nills,
but nention has been made in sone of the accounts of the sres that
2 tw nile trom was constructed to bring the ore down to the hesd of
& wagon road for transport to the mille, @a the south side of -the
down £o the 2,000 ft, level, These velns were mined thvous

below this elevation giving an indleation of the depth

‘mountain oye other hknown deposits of the some lodes, mﬁem?m%&
an aclts,

| »%ry, 1ittle 48 lmown of the sarly developaent Qf‘_'ntaam mines,

After thelr diecovery in 1860, mining wos caveled on by the indle

vidual owners in the ¢wude methods availadle to them, 4Ll supplice
and equipnent had o be packed 4in on burrows and mules, The ove
reaoved wis treated by maaﬁ.ﬁ% and grushed in hand mortars, then
panned for the concentrate, - ALl ore had to be pacied down frdn the
mine to lover elevations to water and fuel, o

The firpt 'xmw of authenticlty was one written in 1888 from
notes Saken in 1870 by ur, W. A, Goodyeasr, the State Mineralogist,

“In these notes, he stotes very mgm.g that these lodes were very
rich in silver and %@hﬁg suning to §

. 900,00 per ton, That fhere
s wothing the ore fyom thoe Kearsapge Vountain

were three stamp ol

‘mines, one of tem staups, one of five, and obe gﬁ Esur stemps, That |

cuaton milling woe charged for at the rate of $50.00 per ton. Just
how much of thie veport e&af predicated orn tho 1870 notes, ond what
wes inserted £rom new Knowledge, one has o surmisge in view of the
suthenticated datn which is wa%mbie up o 1878, and anotheor veport
from the United States bulletin of production of gold, by Buwrcherd,
in 1883, fthe Burchard wveport glvoe a great denl of infornation A eh
reepoct Co the mines, but does not state the time specifically
greept to wefer to & nyoposed tumel whdch was started dn 1878,
Thisy then, would indicate that this writing was composed from notes
made by the author at an eaxliex trip to the property when he nust
have stayed some time to have compiled the infomnation contained in
this rosort, (Jurchard®s report is attached herets in its entirety,

85 photostatted from the oviginal,)

In vigw of UV, W Ae Goodyear's repert in 1870, there anporently
vas on ovponizod eflort to mine the properties oven thbugh sdverse
location wag against the opevation,  Theve is .mm{ any doubt as e |
Cion 1872, the time of
the Gwens Valley earthquake: It &5 knoshr that the mines were |
domaged on the surface workings and thnt mills and buildings weve all
destroyed, This ia the earchquakie which has gone down in History as
the most eevere one sver to happen in the Unlfed States sinee tho
digeovery of tho continent. After this satastrophy, Lt was some time
before anyone had the couresgs to toy énd valse money $o continve the

1 ’ i
ExHisrr 3"
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tiae, in the west particularly, bocane ungy

st smwerr . @ S @
6332 Baveds noad R -
Westmintster, Colifornia

of Gctober 1878, (hereto attached), in paragraphs 6§, 7, & ang 2,
shves data which wos aamp&i&hﬁﬁ)ﬁr&w« to é%mmt; ‘i&‘?@;, while %ﬁm
talange of the feport explainsg the provosel for the futuve and the

oporations, The report frem the Pacifle Coast Annusl §'»§,mm_g§m$.m

‘author's comments of tha property as a whole, This veport actuslly

indicates that at this tine, the only veins mined were the Rewme.
Hontisy on which four twincls had been driven at difforent elevas

. tions to cut this veln at several levels,

 There i grave doubt with vespeet to thie assumpiion as ,e%m

aroe knowm to have been three different nills working  in the canyon,

Also, the town of Kesrsarge with 3000 inhabicants thrived in the

- canyon below the mines, The three mills would definitely indicate
Bt least three propertles weve in @amﬁm ot this mag and

sthers as well musg have been working also for the price for custom
willing of ore has been wentioned several times in the old resorts,

It wes gt the time in 1678479 when the Independence Tunnel Cune

pany we6 tyylnp to finance the ney tunnel ond the Rovelontis Corw

poration hod indicated Lte intention to start work again on the proe
perty by driving tunnel 43 that a cloud burst end subsequent flood
washad out the nills and town which had beess vebullt ofter the

carthquake, This flood pyobably had more to do with @Mwmmg .
perations hove than any other factor. There 4o & pres

of all major o
volent story that the of fice bullding with its safe containing
$40,0600,00 in bullion was Jmashed down the eanyon and coverved vith

debris and was never found,

It odght be well to consider the type of engincers that have
made tho coments and reports of the mines of -chfa eva, Flest and
#ost fmportant, we must consider that at this time of the 19th cene
tury the only metals of great importance in the entire woest vere
ggw and silver, The prospectors and mining operstors were not
intorested in much of anything whieh was not connected with theso
G oetale. Mercury wis iwportant for it wes the means of saving
the golds Lead had some dmportance. Hence, the engineers of the

y | , 3 qualified cxperts on pold
and silvey deposits, Uor this resson, 8 great desl of credence is
given So these early @mimm it is for this reason, after conside

ng all the available infommation, that this writer has piven tine,

enexgy and money to ald and assist in the consolidation of the pree
gent g,mmi of clalme now held under one ownership, and to sce that
clear title is aveilable so that interested capltal could pafely

- explore and develop the mines to a succossful end,
1y held by the Hears

___The above mentioned patented claton have been \
fanily €or nany years and intorests became i {nam& small by reason
of inheritance, 8¢ that 4n 1959 a group of mining men from
Independence, éﬁliﬁ@mm,@ headed by tize Jolm Thoupson, a woll knom
mining engineer of Independence, started to assemble the title into
one hoad, thouph L¢ seened almost an fowosoible job,  Alded by the
then diatrict attorney and onother nining enplwser from Los angelesy
they were able to complete the task after many months,

sny trips worc made that flrat year to the proporty by hordos

baek, and new elaims wore added to the ovipinel proup, The location
work was completed, and the sdded property suzveyed and cled into

the old, BEnpincexing work was doney the esults of vhich are stated
later in this weports A wvad was surveyed to the tuninel site and
pexmits secuyred from the U, 8, Forrestry Service for its bullding,

accomplished; no nwan foat on this precipitous soun

This road had ¢o be maintained at & minioun of 1&*.35‘%@:&(5% and was
BaNy : '

?:r'
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| arcas hos consisted of geologleal examination, sampling
| - and the exaninstion of the old workiings which ave ment
‘varicus reporte hereto attached, e

-elininated, This saupling procedurs was used throughout

~ean be tolten oround the old millsites whieh will V{mm to 33000.00

In all, over 100 samples have been assayed,

- which these oves will go, After these poop

repurts, recopds and reseawch, this wountein

exposed, will assay in the low thirticss There 48 an area of this

of ‘the ground at dopth,

DAY BENNETT . i R
6332 Havaje hosd N
Vestoinister, Californda

. “Xﬁm mgm%ﬁ% work comp lmmfm mmm 'é&&mﬁ and adjoining
13, assaying
éned in the

_ Ore ganples taken weve, for the most part, grab samples, for
gach ond evory ong of the ola wrkings ave elther ({lled with dce or
aye caved; at least at tholr entrances and so prohibiting cutting
samples on any owposed veln face, These sreb sswples consisted of |
ore fron the reoments of the old dumps with the obvious M%g gw%gaa
az:cai and althouch some of the tecorded tuw ¢ls are completely lost
e viey and thely dumps washed away, it wes believed that a fairly
aceurate result wos achleved, Tho assay values of these sazples Tan |
£rom $50.00 G0 3500.00 per ton, There are places where prab samples

gﬁfy ton, Alnost any of the old dumo 8ites will yleld ore samples
% the §700.00 t¢ §900.00 renges In mopt coees the valuee will be
in porcentages of 708 silver dnd 307 gold, The fact that thellgh
grode gamples can still be found dndlcates the type of - ore uldeh
ubg padied off the mowntaln o the mills; Ore had o boe good to
stand the 350,00 to §60.00 »illing costs asscsaed for custom ove,

in 1948 one of the Mesrs dlan negotiated with an casteorn syndie
cate for 2 lesse on the property, ond 4t that time they van an
average dunp assay of %@a,ﬂ%@ j‘m?wm people, toward Che end of thelr
a-miv, contacted & loeal nining man and contractor as to the fecsae
bility of delving a tunnel from the 7000 £t, level, Ihis will gtve
sz dnkling as o other mining men's :mmm% regarding the dopth o
Ol : ‘ le had osde thelw evaluae
¢lom, they trlied to complote 2 lease and to their dismay dlscovered
the tangled vitle problon shich has confronted evexyanc watil now,

and walked ovay Cron the deal,

In sumary, may 1 sy that in vy opinion; fron the varlous

| ‘ _ %m its 13,500 fe,
gumadt to a¢ least the 8000 £¢, level should virtually be a maze of
silvegwrpld velng; that fo the 14 early kmown velns have been odded
3 ox 0 ‘more and thot further to the cast and ssuth sre other oute
croppings which have values on the surface, The geologie formations
and potential ore produging possibilities are for hoteer nictured
for the reader in the attached early reports, than I might male and
certeinly c@:gg ae much or norve welghty Suffice it o fay that cale |
culations of the recoverable ore as shown by these sane reports ere |
;ii fﬁ,ﬁﬁamw proportions and sun Into the tens of nlllions of dollavs

y values, : . ‘ ‘ ,

dne other aspeet of thin property, mnd which has not been
savered by carly engineers, is the placer depssic swidoh Ldes in a
natural trap just below the outeropped vels structuges., This - .area
covers the largest part of 20 seres sud the surface samples will
avernge §2,00 plug or minus to the yard, The bedrock, where |

placer which lies near the tuanel site that has averaged ncay $20,00
per yarc, In this particalar area, it 18 cotimated thet there is
over 1,000,000 yards, The values wers arrived at fyom sereenings of
1/4% ond minus, ﬁmﬁg&ﬁ the placer arca ave high grade ore |
pleces ranging from walnat size to boulders, It 48 planned to work
ghe placor with sereenn, The exact area to work £irst can be detors |
alned when the xoad is bulle as che road will cut the placer in
seversl swideh beeke giving the opportunity to sample a large ares
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Reviéw and S%ock Ledgar of chb@x? 1878, Page 206 B@@k R 622 05 13,
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T‘*w a Cahfo:rma Incorporation, Ofgammed <o explore am. wm?k the
serics of pas‘aziei xod@s owned by ¢hem in the. R@arsa?ge Llsenct Inyo (County
by means of a deép lying tunnel, |

- The property of this company agide gﬁ*om 1mprov‘emems made. con-
sicte of the I[n«:‘enendence T umnel site and the paranel 10des lymg neay each

ther‘ and named respectively the Potogi #1 - 2 - 3 - 4 |

The ébyect of thie mm’xel .is to open.up amd wenae?'availabﬁe by the
most economﬁcal plam. the ore coma,;ned in the (,ompany s own mimes,
And, al sd, ~; aﬁoré a zh‘@aﬁs vevh@rieby-:'oti;e?‘mineg in the viéinity' can Se drained
‘ and worked ‘e“mrough dmf‘ts ccmmc@@d w;th the mam adig. this baing the only
mamner m whnch such mines can ’b;e workea to good advan@gea

o The loca;tlon of this, twnnel i such that, when @ﬁ'wen, will not only

deve}zop the Cf;)mpam,r .~ ‘mmas to a gr;at dep@h but ala@ several oeher valua&e
lodes l\ymg in i‘io pat]h and as ﬂhea@ lattosr wﬂl thh@mﬁ qu@stion. be worked. -
thrwgh m A COﬂsnderaMe z?ovemze to the Comp&mv mwst acerue f?@fﬁ ﬁhﬁs o@urce

The devell@ﬁment of te’ mmae awn@@ by tr.he Compa.my wﬂ]l however, ,«:om~
senm;ted fzhe maiﬁ object of com;&fu@tmm @E ﬂms adig, on Which ﬁha wow&c alreaﬂy

: c@mm@nea& wan bo dmven ahead vﬁgorously. and wi&mm caaoation \m‘tﬂ complomd |





s

i

Ixm me cowaog @his m:mm}l wm m@em@e‘a @&no ewwaﬂ n@daa thait wosa

ite paﬁh, ﬂm ehe Eol)lowﬁng om:iav asznd at izhe depﬂths amd dis&&moa s’&m from its =

momh hw@m ﬁamﬁi@md viz Po%@m l6de #/& 7@0 E(h m, at a éi@mh of 41&5'

e, Dot@ai #5 - i 100 % ﬁn at o é@peh of 650 i& Powm &Z ) 135@ 1. ﬂzmg at

B & depth of 850 ft. Powcx #1 - 1650 ife m‘, aﬁ a éepﬁh @f 1900 ft. Boomwang.

| 17?5 fo. inata de@&h oﬁ 1150 K%‘ Rex Momis. 2036 fe. ﬁm at a depﬁh @E 1320

fe. ., and &he Momnitam Vi@w at 3035 %, ina. d@p‘&h of ]l'né i& amé th@ 1ast
3 lodes momioned belong 2@ ﬁhe Rex Montw (’ ampamy

As will be seen from Qhﬁs ahowix@.g, ‘:he ﬂ’acﬂﬁhes fon' mmmelmg are

 here very grea& a hme over ‘3000 f& of adi(t eseabliahmg a backing @f -

' more th&n 1700 f¢.

' The ﬂ@&eg of theoo compaﬁies havc«: b@en cxamined by seveseail com=-

petent exp@rte, all of wh@m‘ pf.on@mmca Qhegﬁ to B'e‘ strong., weu mﬁ"ked'

fissure veins, rich in precioug ‘memls

Pot@sﬂ #4, &he lowes& ﬂm G:he g:?oup of veing balemg Qo the Endegpeno '
dence (‘ompamy, hae a width o§ abou&k 12 fik , on th@ euz?fa«-e,, f‘3 beiﬂg 116 ft. ,
while #R aﬂ@ ;‘;a are sach ab@ufk 6 ﬁﬁk. wnde v

‘TI‘m@G@, im c@mm@m wn@i m@s% oﬁ' Q‘he vemo h@ve. _ have a nor&hwes@eﬂv

| ;Jstreﬂko, md @@csmx im a ﬂmma&ﬁ@m c@mposed oﬁ a oﬂcafmlte, pO?phyi?V nzmd gﬁmmee.-

"mrmsmmﬂﬁng meh &he e@mmw in the m@ﬁghb@wh@@d @E &h@ C@mﬂ@ek Lode,





Thms ie umdoubﬁodﬁlv a fon’ma&ﬁon moaé Ea;&ofab&e fi’@z? é&@@gp fiiscureé
and permanem vemsp %h@ tale glaﬁe ﬁha@ here f@nlowe th@ ore \beﬂﬁ b@ﬂng
mother ﬁ@ame p@mm@ rstse@mg]ly w per aiat@nce and ﬁer‘kﬂiﬁy |

| En thie d@velopmeme of ﬂwge @uamiexea oﬁ h&gh gmeio om’m th@w
‘mines, the above Eavmembﬁe ge@ﬂogieal in@ic&eﬁons x’eceiva fu?ther amd
ample vémﬁicaﬁ:ﬁ.«mns ',
| FOm Petosi #4, am open cut hars b@@m mmd;:z ﬁ‘on- a das?gmre @f aﬁxa‘uﬁ
100 ﬁ all ﬁﬁ first @Ilaos ore.’ Om #3, o drife haa begen run 40 f¢. dicclos-
mg a ot?amm of g@@d ove 3 Kt . thﬁck #2 mh@wa ab fe 5 vein. all com="
posed @f a fine quality a»sf ore, the showing en #1 ‘bemg a}ao moot enc@mragmg

The mass @f wgwkabla ere {rom eheee mines wzu, i¢ 1o ‘callcmﬂated_,
mill a&m $200. 00 poz ton. Theyf .@ar&‘y‘m p@? cont gold, and 80 p@&' _fcem\
silver, abmi are so Mﬁﬁ_ie éoméxsﬁimﬁ@é Ey bé.s'enm@_a@ala that they can’ ioe worked -
up o 85 per cent of @ﬁdi? aesaﬁr value by the ‘%’:ﬁmpkeaﬁ mill pxz‘j'oéesq, giving
Emﬁlh@n 900 ﬁﬁe. The ore is a cleaz, Mvelvn qﬁamtz, beiasrryiavxg h@‘rﬁ ;?ﬂV&'E
' amd sulphurets of silver, |
| Thca veims hwe QM pwod\nc@ ore @ﬁ an ex@@llllom @@ﬁtv from th.:: auz?; -
| f&co, the dwoﬂ@pmema made egﬁa‘blﬁchmg &ha% nQ ﬁmp?@vad wn@]h dep&h b@ﬁ’h
acs rogawda b\mﬂk ond @u?iw, the ?ocs\ml&s macm& in %e Rou M@m@ﬁe mﬂs;no,

@pemd t o d@pﬁh of 5@0 x?ﬂc bemg qmto wmlueﬁve on thea‘& poim





,°4°

Tl;s@ Indepcndence Comy;amy hae él}-fe#éy. a éouc‘x ::ieadl';cﬁ ieﬁéh ore on
their dump, which quantity will be éieadﬂy »ée;‘_iﬂé‘d“to in Qhe f\i.tmre,' the
ore accmxﬁﬂaﬁﬁg at the same time that the tuhnel ig being T11"@31‘.

Asoays of ore from theoe veins 2g ‘}ac;ll as _ﬁh@ Rex Montis, r@n up
into Ver‘y high figures, rnany of »the safnples-aesay@@ being ae rich as’
any ever taken from the Cometock mines. e |

Pieces of minerale taken out here havae, ixﬁ fact, come so near f)eing
pure silvar ?h_m’t they might be called metal rather than ox'e; 36 pounds of
this material has béen known to prpduce as much as 32 pounds of silver,
besides some ‘golld.,'

One of the original locators of theee lodes, being without rﬁgams,
managed to support himself and defray all expéneee whilc prospecting them,
by the proceads of the ove whﬁéh he first rendered fria‘hle by roasing on a
pile of wood, after which it was crushed in a hand mortar. And the metalic
portions being washed out, we?e.meﬂteé into a bar iﬁ crucibles. Even by
tﬁis crude #ﬁethad of roductions fair wages could be made.

The Tumwl Right aeeumd by this Co@my' constitutes, undor the
circumotances, & very vcﬂuabh;z fram:iaiea; ;iﬁasmucﬁ aé.the a}ltﬁéudlca of thesc
.m‘im@m. 'varyimg'ﬁze@m 10. 600 é'@ 412.-0‘00 ﬂ&.,' . ‘ﬁméﬁud.eé.‘ surface working advanga- -

' geouoly pwosecﬁmd during the winter,





But alded by ¢his tunnel, which ontere the mountain at an elevation
of 11,000 §t., 2,000 fe. . below its suramit, miming Qpefétioas can be
carried on uminte?ruptediy all seasons of the yedv

T}us Right wao located in August 18717, mnﬂcm Congressional 1. aw

giving locators of tunmel claims ownership to all blind _lv;'st encountered

throughout a distance of 3, 000 ft., and extending 750 fi., on each side of
th@ mnnel or 1500 .., on mth@r side, as the owner may ele ct.

Yhe first section of this work to be built wiil be 5 {t. by 7 ft. a

. size sufficient for laying down a single track. | After lode #4 is reachad,

it will, however, be so enlarged as to accommodate a Gouble track.
Through the employment o»fz' Bm?leigh‘léfins the wofk wi}.ll 'be push@& fow
ward very f&pi&ly as well as cheaply, xthe‘grouné to be penetrated boﬁng
oo firm that it will stand without timbering, |

" This plan of the Independence Company for exploring the entire
band of mmcafa.)l bearing lodes that here traverces the northérly slope of
the Kearsarge Mountain, is &0 ménifestly the profpew ons to be aéomec}.
that i&k hms m@t wi’th the mquahﬁied approval oi every mining engﬁneer

who has emmmed the property, or had his attemtion caMed to the aulbject





| REY MONTIS M]INI[NG COMPANY K}:.ARSARGE M@UNTMN ENYO C@UNTY CALIF,
F ROM
| PACIFIC COA‘:«T ANNUAL MINEN@ RE‘VYE%»’ Al\D c2‘13‘5'0('&‘«‘1 LED@LR Oﬁ OCTOBER 1878,

Page 235 Bcck R 622; 05.0 13. *.Afos-Azngfaﬁes Public Library

Th@ Rex *ontis mines, ’mmmed on the N@E@My elde of Kaams«wge Moumam
in Inyo Com@y California, comsiat of a series of g@l& and sﬁver ore beawﬁng
veins called szhe Rex Montisg, Bomnra.ng, Artic and fot@sa #7 and 8, |

- The original Cefpor‘a&i@m wes ﬁarmed'AA‘\zngust 4&37('8. éxt Saz.n; F‘irmc_ieco,
California, and the firet ore was &eken?ué September 1878. |

‘i“hca present yédfkm@as m;e ﬁzac‘a;».f‘mfd at@ altitude of 12, 500 Eec}a_sk,‘ ﬁm the
ﬁusrpos@ of defmdnem'rastmg ﬂ};ca value of th'ez vpx'a.»pw&y. whfsch is being “c'&ome by a
series of tummels dr.ﬁveﬁ into tha m‘xdé §£ the mountain one below @he' ;»Qhéar

| It h@s a,lwaws besn the m%en&wn when &h@ value of the propem h&s
been demonoirated m devalop ¢the mine %y driving tunnels at a lowezr depth
which can be ‘done, wmh@m sinking ehafts, to a point 30&;0 feet, lovm@ than
wheve work is now‘gem{‘n; om, /. B ‘\ . | |
| BV QYm’ls mannes @{:’ davelopmc;m ‘nﬁbpﬁmpmg or h@iming m&umﬁery will
be feqmﬂmd ‘as the ore wiu b@ mkem f?@m she Qumma)ls. whﬂcl‘zx wi)l)l &M@vd
:,vemillaeﬁ@m and d?ain@gao | |
| Up te August RB‘?& mbom‘. $MO @0@ ha,d baon ex@@md@d on eh@ @:mpcmw

and in Qh@ bmoﬂnese, @ﬁ whicalh abw& $63 000 had boen ﬁmemahed %y b\uflim@m.





o

$53 @00 by asoeoome@m and ?h@ \baﬂa&ace seap?@ﬁcmemg @h@ ﬁnélomﬁ)dmsam @E
- @hca @@mpamv 'mw am@um @(Z $M@ 060 ﬁmlud@a el‘mg eoe& @Q Wchaae @fi
pwop@ww ‘.;nmc& a 10 a@amp mﬂl B@t little bas b@en ai@m m B@@mv&m@;

- o7 &z?tﬁc and nothing on Poﬁom #7 wd #8 at Qhﬂs tﬂme, _ e

Up &@ tlhe pre@em tﬁme é tmmeila hava e:a@@zeed Qh@ m@un‘tam @n the

- .:‘,VR@x w@mﬁa claim, yummg Southenly, the. hﬁghoga {}ﬁ bas Y@@e@ dxfﬂvem @nﬂy

30 ft., anﬁ Slts in oareo #Z - 178 ft. ., from whﬂch c@m&ﬂd@rabi@ ore has bocn

‘eakem, Vi@l@lﬁn@ on an aveﬁ-agc. by mming $13@ 00 per ton: and #3 mm@l '

'(7 £e. . ﬁrom the Eac:e a winzo haa been @umk MQ ﬁ'@o ~ m@ae of @he w&v m

| eich ore. B4 mnm}l ha@ beem dﬁiven Emm the f&ee @f tho mountain %6 ﬁ&. >

and c@maée@@& ﬁxemwi&h furnishing ga@@ vomﬁlaﬁo@ and dmmage.
’Thw smmnali ie boing eanﬁnmed aomﬁhemy ﬁfmm ﬁhe winze amd :&z;m

good ere. ~ The lode {0 here 8 f. wide, »beﬁ:weem fegullaa' wa.Ms @E g:?asfme

ﬁowmax‘zwn. and ie bel@w the poimt of émtu;ebame Agaﬂﬂat ehe hmgm@ wail

 lesa mick s0am of yellow cmy. |

Km th@ tunnels above, the vein, was ‘mrﬁ;ew but v@%y mch bm\é.

' @ﬂmched in am’t widened @u showmg the lode te havcz bé@m ibzr@k@m am‘. v

| éﬁ@mﬁ-bed. buniz in #ﬂ@: ?:nmm@l the wana are regvﬁlw and ﬁho @vwsomce @SE the

Mo

: ' e)lav ﬂmdiemo@ @efmaﬁemy

'i’hra C@mpany m@w ps?opeme Q@ &vivc #5 ‘mmml h@l@w #4} am@i s@ Roea@a@

o Vao w «:utt eﬁlﬁ e)h«a voizw mamﬁom@tﬂ ab@ve. S :'. B .;1 :






The ore in $le2- 3 'Tuzmels was mzned b;y w et c%wahing t%;: a p@?cen'tage
@ﬁ 86 .éﬁ ehe pu)lp aasay, but gel@m #. 3 it has &@mewhaﬁ change@ in character,
contaxmrmg amom@ny md ge‘ana amd reqmrmg a ﬁurnace f@r chi@ﬂéizm‘g
Thm di@tric‘e ‘and parncularly the ‘.earsafge ﬁomﬁain, was kﬂown
‘ in the eaﬂy aa{s to be very rich in mfmeralls and in 186{) wae exami.ﬁed by
expe?te who, however reported 4gamst the adenbiliw of workmg it at that
time on; account of its enuccesszbﬂity both from ﬁm disﬁanre from Ssm; Francis-

co and its alutude,

- A tram\;va'y to be worked by gravity, will bring ore from the mines to a

- point two miles of the mill. from whence a good u_vagén road will be Ecmstructed,

so the ore céﬁ be delivered at the mill at an expense of __née over $2.50 per tomn.

Coxiaidering the fact that tvhe minéé in consequence of their siéuéti;»n can
be worked by a sen"ien of Qunmels furmshng ventﬂation aﬁﬁ d?ainaée for a
depth of 3000 f¢. . wn%hou& smkmgf a shaft, and thereby doing away wwh the cost
of expensive hmsﬁmg ‘a;nd_-pum_pmg machinery; it will be seen that while a tramv
way Qill be heeded to trau‘népart ti;e oﬁ'es, éhe RacationA hasg ;zéeat advantages,

The Kndependence Tunnel.C Om]pany are d)?ivmg a tunnel which. wnH cut

I aM these vems at a depth of some 2000 f@. s and while developmg othér v@n G,

'-.is of great amp@reamee and value to t‘r‘ne Rev. M@sat-.» prep@xty

- Iit hao been demomesra&ed ehae ithe propeﬂy ia a vaﬁmble one. ccnmsﬁﬁng

h oﬁ lodea @f &zﬁm f’ieom'e veim in a regular emcl permanemt f@rmahon. and el‘aae
“’.ehe lencﬁous csxpendn?m?@ of capital ilm driving immels at a\ 1@wer depszh will deveu

ﬂop dep@ams of rich ore tha& will pay very largely
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:Nevada Range, the sumhit ‘bed
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Talare Countieso Ehewéismjhé
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.s%re&m 18;&&8 Little Pine'creek

.-distflc‘t A,"_ q “ o ey ‘ ',"" ; ~. 25t :: ?y;»o‘ : |35 milGSO @h

Afts souree ¥s in-a.’geriesyol small

cipitous’in ‘ite dedgent, affordin@eéve@y 60 feet”for a djsta@céiof 5
:miles watér-power fe innumerable millsi b 1ts lowea$ 8 &S AN
150 inches of water; miners'. measuremert.: This great altituae

. be suggestive of the Potosi-and.Cer o: Pass’ mi ‘Poru anid, B '&viag
.that oro&uqad tneir?hundre ) g oF: 817 hi

véins, witn alﬁernate iikesn

jof ages)y.

ore-bearing;veins of" quartzﬁﬁu-dtf

Qéenerally standing-vegtic in tﬁeir incasing wallso The L
‘situated- that they’ cgh: be ‘Worked by ddit: 1evers o great
Thq veins are strqng and well defined carrying” tvo - clmases

ph 1 80; polybasaite COntainin‘ )
.Qf silver9 also ores. ‘,”ma;‘;;,_ smial, qu&ntity of lead @s'a’ sulphide
from’ 65. ta. 75%Per een;'oﬁ gilver latter réquiringire ting Lol'be,






0 e e e

KEA“”AR

 OT'e 8 | ARQTUo . miZl yleg. or. b emot,%mas from
Supplles, - &, i %o, ¢ , JEebb Contra ‘te@
ﬂfer dev*eiopmem a; dl onstrg& tion-‘purn,. g Snd: Ua, :

Qrawbacks to such an exteny tha

LI jo) . Co_,oansr
*fromwa small strea‘ 10 - 16






=
» _

C&Mﬁ‘omiao State Mining Bumzmo Eﬂgh‘ah anmml mpor’% of tha Stato Hineralogist.
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On Jul; 31, 1868, th@ trri%z' wen%h with John Weleho a5 guidog %o his camp in the
0ld Kearsarge Mining District, on ks eastern slops of thy Slorra Meovoda, aboud
cight milss from ths Cown of Independence, and % an altitudo some five thousand
feet highowr, or o 1ittle ovor then thousand LoOR Cbovo o @0a.. The Kearsarge
District ic now elmost utterly ebandonad, and Uro. Wolch's business up thore ab
this time of the year ecnsisted in ¢he packing of comnsalidatod enow £rom old
banks, which remain %o @ greater or less extent all summer long around somz of
the higher psaks in ¢this vieinity, dowm o the tom of Independence. Ha takes
five pack mles at a time, and loads them with about $wo hundred pounds each, o
that on each round txip, of which he makes thm@ per \:z@bko h@ brings into town
about helf a ¢on of this snowe .

The countsy ebout Koersarge is a)lmast :aszcﬂ.usimly granits, and th@ gmrni‘hﬂ@ o
sand is everywhers full of magnetic iron, Ths grenite varics largely in choractery
somz of it is syenitic, while somz of it is very{oldspathie, and oc@a@iemlly i
gradustes into a "blocky™ felsiteo It generally contlimosoms magnetic iron, ag
well as hornblende, and epidote 18 not uncommon., The Keagsarge Hountain, though .

- not 8o high &s many other poalks im ths region, is, mvemml@sap o very high
mountain, It etends in the very ¢estern edge of the gréat mess of the 8ierra,
looking dirsectly dowvmn upon Owens Valley, firam the western edge of- vhich i% rises
very abruptly sows nine thouwsand fect, or mors, 1% summit baing not far from
thirteen thousnad fest above u’m’ ‘P88, A nuaber of Quarta veins run Ghrough various
- parts of this mounvain, genoreldly eiriking from .10 dogroos B, to W20 degreso Eop
magnetic, m’d dipping very M’@eply to the west, boing somtlmaa almost verticals -

In ¢the ewly days of the mines here, some of these veins yield@d c@m@idorable
quantities of ore, which was wery rich in both gold and silver. One lot of tenm
tons of ore 4s sald to have ylelded § 900 per ton. There was also for some ysavrs
Quite a busy town herd, and & various poinis slong ths erock thrse quards mills
viere runninge—-ohe with ten sbtempd;, one with five, and one vith foure Bubt the
town hes now entively dicoppaared; and bub little is. lefi of ey of ¢ho milig}
while the mines are all of them ebandoned and idle, with the single emception that
' one man, @ Ny, Ward, is 8till working sleme a¢ a mine owmed by him on the eastern:
elope of the mountain, whors the Onoyoid baromster reads about ten thousand £eod
cbowo the sea, Most of the ores from here contaimod but little sulplmurets, wad
were worked in the mills neaxr by; the charges for custon alddng av ¢hat tims
being § 50 per ton. Ocasilnally, hmve?g som3 vaf'y wich aﬂw&'alead oxes wore
found, whieh were shipp@d awayo ‘
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PAY BERHETT
6332 Havalio Bd,
estminister, Califomia

July 12, 1965

~ Favmers & ‘erchants Trust and Savings
Third & Pine Avermse
Long Seach, California

Attention: v, Gus Walker
Deay tir. Ualker:

1 an the Lessce of the Rexsiontis silver aining prow
gfttien, vhich property 1ies in the Kearsarpe mnl.nf
DAstrict in the State of Callifornia, move ifically sone
sight niles due west of the County seat of Inyo County,
Indenendence, The series of silver and gold veins lie at
an elevation of from 10,500 ft, to 12,800 ft,, and our main
rosd will terninate at the 10,500 £t. level,

I an in need of financlal assistance in the exploration
phasee of this project and am subnitting this letter in an
endeavor To securc thie gssistance. I an able to agsion a
57 overexriding royalty in the gmdmt:im as security for
such assistance, A total of §177,425,00 is the eatimeted
cost of the various phases of {ummn, of which I an
able to contribute §$44,375,00; the balance of 5137,030,00 is
the snount L will need in financial asslatance under the
terms set forth above,

Docunents and reports pertinent to the property, of
course, are available, and 1 will be pleased to tring all
data, 8t your convenieice, to your office for a conference,

would you kindly advise 4f your bank &8 in a ;wsittm
to fumish this financing?

Ray Bennett

Ex ptigiT G
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FARMERS {a MERCHANTS BANK

A \. . COMMERCIAL ' - OF LONG BEAC H‘ ' ' SAVlNGS

" c ] o wid’ M
rgt:f['""mr #ﬁa‘&m

LONG BEACH. 12, CALIFORNIA .

‘July 14, 1965 =

Ray Bennett
6332 Navajo Road 4
Westminster, California

_ Dear Mr, Bennett,
Thank you for your letter of July 12,
* Banking laws do not permit banks or bank
officers to invest or_loan on shares of
mining stock.
With best regards, I am o |
: Sincerely, %/

- Pres ident

- GAW:bc
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‘. . 1 . .. ‘ ‘A Cable Addross—BANKAMERICA A . ‘
| - Bank of Aumeri
ey ank o erice

. : NATIONAL JRYST43 ASSOCIATION

WESTMINSTER BRANCH °* 6951 WESTMINSTER AVENUE ¢ WESTMINSTER’ CALIFORNIA

July 26, 196%

Mr. Ray Bennett
6332 Navajo Road
Westminster, California

Dear Mr. Bennetti:

We are not in a position to furnish you the
type of financing you require in connection
with your request for $133,030 00 for mining
exploration.

Yours truly,

S e e 2w






U.S. Government Messenger Envelope

Standard Form 65 (Nov. 1961) | 65.105
GSA Gen. Reg. No, 27 :
1
f————————————— e e ey
" NAME (OR TITLE) OF ADDRESSEE, AGENCY, ORGANIZATlONAL UNIT, NAME (OR TITLE) OF ADDRESSEE, AGENCY, ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT,

ADDRESS, AND ROOM ) ADDRESS, AND ROOM

stop | " $T0P
® ® |
SP | ‘ STOP
sToP ’ STOP

STOP | ' ‘ STOP

OV ——
STOP | STOP
— . . S
SToP STOP
‘ STOP . ~sToP
. o
STOP ' SToP 1
\
- P | T sop 1
- o ‘ " STOP | STOP

Use other side

Use STOP only when messeoger service between Government buildings in Washington, D. C., is required or wherever 3 STOP system is used.
Your mail room has STOP information.

il





INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE | S94/ ‘/5\ ,//r)?;?

1. dentity Agency of Addressee

2.. Void Previously Used Block ?&a Al S /,,, 77/)’/7 : W 7

3. Write Clearly

4, Send Surplus Envelopes to Supply RUUNW%V@

NAME (OR TITLE) OF ADDRESSEE, AGENCY, ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT,

NAME (OR T]TIE' ()F‘AII])RESSEE‘ A‘;EN{:! “Rc
ADDRESS, AND ROOM

Anunhab, AND room T
: STOP - o

X R ® T

STOP - | stp

STOP . STOP

. STOP ‘ . STOP

STOP | | ST0P
STOP E STOP
STOP | sToP

Use other side first





‘ , T—‘ FOR GOVERNMENT USE ONLY \

Operator
MME Form 52 UNITED STATES
Jan. 1959 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION DOS;? Yo.
Contract No.
14-23-090 —

Contract Date

LIEN AND SUBORDINATION AGREEMENTSL/

f—— . - —

To the United States of America:

That certain land in the County of Inyo , State of California ,

described as follows:y Kearsarge Mining District - Four (4) patented mining
claims known as Rex Montis, Boomerang, Mt, View and Artic; and Five

(SI) ugpategted ?.ning claims" knewn as Independenee No. 1, Independence
I ' :

Placer Claim; and Millsites appended thereto.

hereinafter called the "1and" is the subject of a proposed exploration contr&ct, hereinafter called
the "Contract", between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government" and

] Ray Bennett - 3/
hereinafter called the "Operator"'. In consideration for and as. an “Inducement _to the Government execut-
‘ing the Contract, -the undersigned: - - - -

(a) ‘Being the .owner of en interest in the land, hereby grants to the’ Covernment a lien
upon all of his right, title, and interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to
secure the payment to the Government of the royalty on production provided for by the Contract, and
egrees if the Operator's interest should be surrendered or terminated at any time prior-to-fhe expira-
tion of the rights of the United States under said Contract to pay royalty to the Government according
‘to the terms of ‘'said €ontractj or

(v) Being the holder of a claim, lien, or encumbrance against the land, hereby subordinates
his claim, lien, or encumbrance in or against the land and in any production therefrom to the ri ts of
the Government under the Contract with respect to royelty on production and liens to gsecure samel

2. Undertakes and .agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest or’
equity under the Contract may be dismantled, severed trom the land, and removed as may be provided in
the Contract, "and -the Government's interest and equity in such property. shall be. prior and superior. to
eny adverse right or claim of the undersigned.

3. - Represents and -undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the under-
signed's right, title, claim, or interest in or ageinst the land other than the following: (If "none"
insert the word "none". Do not leave blank.)’

.

None

N oean T :{\:'\} .
s

_/ Production from the lend is not required, -and in the absence of production there is no obligation to
pay royalty to the Government._ -

"2/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or_fp) gtrike out the words "as follows" and
‘insert "in a lease [Er contract, deed, or other document/ dated , and recorded in
Book , Page , official records of said county". If (b} is used, the book and page of
recordhtion must be inserted above. If the space provided is insufficient, use an Annex and reter
‘to the Annex in the space.

;/ Insert name exactly as it appears 1n the Application MME Form 40.

_/ Subparagraph l(a) does not apply to the holder of a claim, lién, or encumbrance.

< +1BIlT " O






4. Undertekes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this esgreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer; or lessee of any of the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land or any production therefrom,

furnishing the Government. with two true copies of such notice, and

~

e 5. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of
the Contract without notice thereof, and undertaekes and agrees that this agreement shall extend and

~J
" -epply thereto.

- 6. Added provisions - None ‘ (State "None" or "See Annex No. ")

ted this_,  dsyor___ . July  ,1965 . '
- , - ) (Street)
1 (Yo e LDOMPS (City &)
) t g (Seal) (State )
/ —~ (street)
/ ) ' E(:i'ty &;

f State
7(Seal) ‘
& .

) (Street)
. (city &)
z N ha Py BB eal) (state )

Agne Loundagin / _ -
(Street)
(City &)
(,,,_;2 - (Seal). (state.)

~ Omie I, .‘Mairs o
. (Street)
. 7 , ' 4 (City &)
e PPt o o - (Seal) (state )
Glorian Mairs ‘ ‘ o
. (Street)
— - (City &)
“\Ae ™ AL . (Sea1) (state )
“Mae Mesmer S
I, . . ,certify that I am the
(Name) -~ - ] . {Title—Secretary, etc.)

of the corpordtion named herein; that ) s , who signed this agreement

was ﬁhen T S _ﬁ,ﬂ,whpf said_corporqtionqvthgtﬂﬁaiﬁ?agneemgntrvas'duly"signedEfo; and

(Title-—Pres B Vlce -Pres., etc:) i ..

in behalf of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was vithin the scope of its

corporate powers. - -t )

(Corporate Seal)

ASH., D.C.. 21103

T e——

e —
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MME rom,( T - ‘ ST R R Date Surnome | Code

(2/63) . \1.9’21%,},0%0, 120

o L 110

Ne S WK il

¥ou. Gecrge Narphy o | 601.2151335» | j’ 2

United Statss Senste VV?* ;%‘; B

Weshington, B. C. 20510

Mr. Kirkemo, OME

Rer  OME-6433 (Silver)
. Rsy Beanstt ~
Rex Mentis Silvexr Mines o .
Inye County, Galifersis R 9290

8/20 and 27, 1965

: Senater Murphy: )

£

his is in reply o your inguiry of Octsher 12, 1965, on behalf of

. conptituent copcerning the Rux Moatis Silver Mines im Inyos County,
en spplication for sssistauce under the @ffice of Mimerals Kxplo-
ration (GMK) program. . . ~ _

1ications rsceived im this office sre given preliminery review to

e whether the propossl gualifies for aid umder the rules and
sgulstions of the program. A cepy of thess regulaticms is enclosed
or your information. If sdditiomal imformesticn is required, we _
requast that it be sebmitted. If the proposed work does wot qualify
or uid, we advise the Applicaat that the applicatice is denfed. 1f
he spplicstion is complete and the requiremsnts of the program are
sstisfied, the application is referred to ome of our £ield offices for
review, possible va-site exsmimation, repert, and recoomsndst ions.

kg

8/20 and 27, 1965

3]

Lo B

[

ien II w/cys inéoming letrs.
10/13 and 15, 1965, OME letrs.

(a4

trs.

DCCO, w/ cys OME letrs.

OME File
OME Reading File

OME Reg
le
R

‘ Moutis Silver Mimes sulmitted an spplicatien that included work
which sxe not eligible for aseistamte under present ragulations.
1y 30 percent of the project funds was inecluded in thess items.
Applicant was informed by letter dated August 20, 1965, cthat the
sment could not participate ja the proposed exployatien. A cepy
£ this letter is enclosed. : I - '

f

¢

o

]

In response to & telepheme catl on Asgust 26 frow Nr. Ray Bemnett,
rapressntisg the Applicamt, we séat am acknowledging ietter the next
day vhersin reasons for deayisg the spplicstsen wers restated as the
enclosed copy shows. We pointed out te Mr. Bennett the specific infor-
mation vrequired for the applicatiom to comply with K regulatioms.

(10-21-65)
‘Asst. Secy.-MR (2) w/cys

General Files
Division Copy
‘Director's chron
Economic Geology File

¥e will be pleased te consider Bex Moutis Silwer Mines' applicetion
" upen veceipt of a revised proposal as sutlined in our letter of

HKirkemo/gla
cc to:

" Sincarely yours,
M A At mdsw :
M"fﬁzé*ﬁiﬁiﬁtﬁx S | o i

Eoalosures . o S 6097 ,
A S 167822 - amae

\






o LA o O
Dear lenator Nurphys
1 am acinovledging your letter of Jctobrer '2 it rwfere
enae o an application for a sinerel ex-lorat on loan
subnitted by Lhe Hex=Montis Silver kines.
This progran is now wmder the Jurisdietion of our

Geological “wrvey and [ a asking officirlis of the
Survey t0 logk inte this matbter amd %0 write you fur~
h.

Siaserely yours,
oe0 Stewart L U
Sesretary of Whe ‘nterior
Hon, OGeorge ‘urphy

United States Semate
Vashingten, ). Co 20520

Diitleexisky 10/15/65
s
o8 m-/;mm

e e -





October 13, 1965

Mtlble siewar? Udall
COMAry of the Interior : . .
Tadgeon, 0 7. S

L

Py

Wr. Secretary:
SR
S L Mave recently recelve. so inquiry from a curstltuent
ACBrAing the Rex-Montis S'1 . cr Mines In in,o Cuunty which
OWiarstend are in tha Trit 0 stages f do.e'opee ., My
*‘HM! states in part: '

» .

X\ " An spplication for ass stence under the Ofticc of R
_ vl ‘Exploration program (Ong - 6h83 filg) has been flled, -
' of , Mr. Frank Johnson, hes thus far refused to sond .
Biiner to the property. No action can be tahen on the o
ot for assistance until 2n examination ~f the property
I mede by an examiner f-om the 0.M.F."

) v
wjd sppreciete it groatly If you wouls furnish me s f;:
ne. y L2
Ith kindent regerds, T
g
o Sincerely, . ‘,f,,‘."?;_;;}«“

SR

M)ﬂ' P

George Murphy e, o
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' j o . OFFICIAL FILE COPY

MME mm.-( ‘ o s T . - . .Dnte ‘Surname Code
(2/63) S S | R 2T | 110
' ‘ ' o Y | shindgime| 120
S ,..LM;”" 2420 |
R 5 j&zﬁv"zl, 110
| ﬂﬁgy.’ q. 220
T ' T [
Mr. Ray Bemnett o
6332 Navajo Read -
Weetninister, California (
Re: OME-6483 (Silver) R

Ray Bennett
Rex Montis $ilver Mines
Inyo County, Galifermia

_Dear Mr. Bennett:

" This is with rnfoz&n&é to yeur-tolcphono sall‘to me yestexday,
concerning the gubject application and our letter to you of
Awgust 20, 1965. | T

As 1 explained to you, most of the proposed work, comprising
mainly road constyuctien, de-ieing tunnels, rehabilitation of
caved workings, and prospecting fer favorable targets, would
net qualify for exploration assistanse. HNowever, 1f you would
select target afeas which you beliave have the wost potential,
and submit geolégisal and assay data to support your selectienm,
" eomsideration would be given te a revised propesal. A breskdown
of cost estimates sheuld be imcluded.

‘914 reports indicate that a sone of sacondary enrichment of gold
and silver mineralization eccurs to a depth of about 400 feet,
below which the mineralisation appesars te be primeipally ceopper
and lead. As the base metals are not eligible for explevation
assistance, jnformatien should be submiited to show that the pre-
dominant value of the mineralization expected in the target area
would be 'in gold and silver. : ' o

The infermation submitted indicates that the mime workings, surface
cuts, and pits are caved. The relevant mine werkings should be
nsde aceessible fer anm examinatien.. Your cilsim map should show

. the surfsee indications of veins to be explored at depth ard the
assays of representative samples taken from exposures of such

- 'veins. : ‘ . o ,

23263





e o

e note in Paragraph 3 on Page 1 of the Agreement (Exhibit 2) that
®_ . . the yoad herein referred to is to ba completed no later than
the first day of October 1965." We understand that if this require-
ment {8 not fulfilled, the lease and option agreement will not
become effective. In this event, you would have to make a new
agreement with the owners for a right to the land.

Submittal of this infomation should not be construed as a commite
ment by the Governmeént to grant an sxploration contract. '

Sincerely yours,

(signed) ~ FRANK E. JOHNSOM \\

| Prank £. Johnson \,‘\‘ "
Chief, Office of N
Minerals Exploration S

FEJohnson/bih/gla (8-27-65)

cc to: Division File
Director's Reading File
Economic Geplogy File
OME File\/se '
OME Reading File -
‘OME Region II =
120M ‘





Y L ‘ ' OFFICIAL FILE COPY

MMEPO 7 . " . ' o S . Lo o L , N - Date |  Surmome Code _‘
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Mr., Ray Bennett Sl T _
-6332. Navajo Road: /12]

: }ZWestminzster, Californ1a “}*;.5 %»“ "‘:lQ&:upiij “,‘ Sy T ;2220

. i;},Re; - OME=6483 (Silver)

. Ray’ Bennett: e
" Rex. Montis silver’ Mines‘f;i.
plnyo county, Calitornia -

vp*Dear Mr. Bennett

~;Pre11minary review of your appllcatlon 1nd1cates that portions o
- of the’ proposed program .do not. qualify for 3531stance under OME -
“regulations. 'The OME program, unlike the DMEA program, cannot .
reimburse you for: road construction outside the land involved in
‘the proposed project. This precludes assistxng you in bullding
.~ theroad from Little Onion’ Valley. . The expense of de-icing.
-~ tunnels and rehabilitating. many feet of .caved: work1ngs to make -
,";an on-site examinatlon p0851blé also would have to be done at
g:your own expense. L o : ‘ _

"It is important from the Government s viewpoint for the examin- .
© ing enginéer or geologlst to be able to examine and sample, if.
.’ necessary,  all surface and underground evidence pertalning to
. the proposed exploratiOn targets. ' The extensive work necessary

. for: you to prepare the property for examxnation cannot be made

"'.A'a part of a contract. '-',w

;j_;We regret that we cannot participate with you in the proposed }
fs'program, and therefore wé must deny:- your application. Unfortu-
-nately, the preparatory work requjred before allowable explo- -

. ‘ration- phases can.be. started is not- ellgible for Government =
:ﬁaSSistance under present regulations.-;_,fa , S ;

2 3?:{}.;' Sincerely yours, 1;4 h "..{.;LQ;&r:f~' .
(eigned) FRANK E. Jo;-mso. AN C S

.v":,

: Frank Ee Johnson 5'T‘{’k R

. . .Chief, Office of . = =

s IR Minerals Exploration

: xvphﬁKirkemo/mm (8/18/65) =

- 'ec:. Director's Reading F11e'f; OME Readlng File St

 Division File . .+ | Mr.. Selfridge R

Economic. Geology File f“L'ﬂnK' kemo . .. T R
Reglon T o R S s R A
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August 18, 1965

Memorandum
To: The File
From: Harold Kirkemo, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: OME-6483 (Silver)
Ray Bennett
Rex Montis Silver Mines
Inyo County, California

- Justification for Denial

The Applicant proposed a program costing $177,425 which would
consist of the following phases:

1 - 8 to 10 weeks of road construction, mainly

off the subject property, to cost $20,900 ~

2 - Placer deposit evaluation costing , 2,775-
3 - Camp construction . 8,300
4 - Core drilling program, 9,600 ft. 69,700
5 = Outcrop sampling 6,600
6 - De-ice tunnel 20,650
7 - Rehabilitate tunnel and extend 1,000 ft, 48,500

Total $177,425

The Rex Montis mine was one of the most important gold-silver
producers in the Kearsarge district in the 1870-1880's; 12,333 oz.
of gold and silver bullion was produced in 1877. It is located on
the na th slope of Kearsarge Peak at 11,600 feet above sea level
and 8,000 feet above Owens Valley. Though only about 9 miles due
west of Independence, California, six miles of road must be built
to provide truck access to the property.

The deposits consist of 6 or more quartz veins in quartz monzonite
in proximity to a belt of schist., The Applicant's maps indicate

8623






strike lengths of several hundred feet.  The average width of the
veins is 3% feet with a maximum of 14 feet reported on one vein.
The gangue is milk white quartz. Old reports suggest a zone of
secondary enrichment containing native gold and silver and
secondary minerals, Below this zone are copper, lead, silver, and
arsenic sulfides. A depth of 400 feet is mentioned where these
minerals are present,

Difficulty of access, beneficiation problems associated with the
ores and processes of the period, and inadequate financing led to
abandonment of operations in the 1880°'s, -

The Applicant has a lease and option agreement with the owners
that is contingent on completion of a truck access road to the

. property by October 1, 1965, The length of road to be completed
is unstated, but 8 to 10 weeks of construction time is estimated.
This is the first phase of the proposed project. Most of this
road work would be outside the subject claims, and therefore not
eligible for OME assistance. If the road is not completed by
October 1, the Applicant has no rights to the property.

Extensive de-icing of tunnels, rehabilitation of caved workings,

and clean-up of filled surface pits are necessary to provide access
for examination and possible sampling by an engineer or geologist.
The estimated cost for this pre-examination work exceeds $25,000.
This phase of the proposed prOJect is not eligible for OME assistance
because it is the Applicant's responsibility to have the property
prepared for examination.

It is recommended that the application be denied because nearly
30 percent of the funds requested would be spent for work not
.eligible for OME assistance. However, this work is essential to
make the property accessible and to prepare it for examination of
possible exploration targets.

Mw iAo

Harold Kirkemo

HKirkemo/mm

cc: Director's Reading File
Division File
Economic Geology File
OME File
OME Reading File
Kirkemo
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