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UNITED STATES	


b 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 


	


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATIOL__ 1 	 L. 
1605 Evans Avenue  


Reno, Nevada	 -	 1 ____ 


February 27, 1958 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA, Inter-1-6-r-_-Building 
Washington 25, D C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II 


Subject:	 Loan Application (Molybdenum) 
Moore Creek Mining Company 
White Horse & Bay Horse Claims 
Calaveras County, California 


Enclosed are three sets of MF-103, Application 
for Aid forms relative to above subject. The fourth set has been 
retained in our files.


S. Bicker 


Attachments
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Form MI'-103	 •	 UNITED STATES	 •	 Budget Bureau No 42—R1035 3 
Revised Feb 1957	


DEPARTMENI' OF THE INTERIOR	
Approval expires June 30 1958 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN EXPLORATION PROJECT 
PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 


NAM OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address ap1t sh^J dsp^ear	 APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK i 


on contract if one is executed). 	 Docket Number 
Al 


,	
oo CKINI1G COMPP	 Date Received 


o iorer, CL:1ff. 	


tj	


.., .	 . 
-	 c % 	 4	 :4 Government	 I, 


.	 .	 :	 ;	 :	 • 


1 ?Partic1paon%..	 .	
fg 


/•_ Regionr 


	


:	 •	 .	 .	 .	 ' 	 .	 .	 /k	 •	 . 	 : 


'•,_ft 


C	
\Tc1;>)/ Division Code 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE OFFIQERS OR PARrNERS HERE IF APPLICABLE 


	


(Checc one)	 Name j	 t	 Address	 Title 


Individual	 IA_i	 Chester i Decker	 :ox 73 P)Qpeer, C-1i'	 Predcnt.-dir. 
Corporation	 IX1	 Alfred B. Cor&.	 Grenf..1d, Calif	 Vice-.Preo.—dir 
Partnership	 fl	 w. ShLIW	 4O B1ding Bldg, 
Other (Specify) J	 L ...	 Stodkton, C1if.	 -	 flirector 


;ueen Stèvens	 24 S. $tter t


	


11	 - 
State in Whiç} £.rn i	 i	 $tQck:tQfl, Ci1if .	 ecty—Tre s 
organized &-Lif1 


Mineral(s) for which you wish to ex$ore	 J L OC ATION O PROPERTY 
i olybdenum	 _J	


Name	 County	 State 


Estimated Cost of Project. 	 oor Cxetk Litiiric Co.i C1Ii	 Calif. 


GEN-RAL INSTRUCT ION3 
Before filling out this application please read DMEA Order—t,	 sketches should be ued fo sü	 m ppleent narrative décr stions 
Amended "Government Aid in Defnse Exploration Projects " 	 of the property location and boundaries in item 1 existing 
To assure prqmpt action, your application must provide all	 mine workings and geology in iteh 2 and the poposed 
applicable material	 ji and infornatto specified on the back of	 exploration project in item 4 When this information is not 
this application m fo	 Avqid unnecessary correspondence and 	 too cpmpjex all of it may be shown on one map or sketb 
delays by sibmittjng compl!te and accurate informatiçn 	 All çocuments and othr attachments submitted as a part of 
Please subrnit four copies oL this applicatiqn and all ac	 this applcaion e,çcept those in item 2(g) which you mark to1.
compaztyrng papers except as otherwise noted Place your 	 be returned become the property of the Goverpment and will 
name and address on each sheet Each item of information 	 not be retqrned to the applicant 	 Send tri,e copies, not 
maps, and reports required as a part of this application is 	 originaI	 of le e ass, contracts and other d m ocuents which 
desctibéd dn the back of this form Identify each attached	 are' in essenfial &A `6f your business records File this 
statement by the iteth number to which it applies If an item	 applscat'ron -with the Defensd Mulerals Exploration AdirUnis 
does no apply to your application show the item number on 	 ttàtron Departrnent of the Interior, Washington 25 D C 
your stateent and after it write 'not appliable " Maps or	 or	 th i w7th e earest DMEA Field Ofñe 


CER	 TI tIFICAON 
The undersigcI	 wbethe . as an individual,	 orporate	 'maton st forth it 'this foim and accomany'ing papers 
office,r, partner, oi , otherwise both in his own behalf 	 is cqrrect and fompite to. th beSt of his khowlede 
and	 qtng


 
for,-. t1	 pp1ica	 ceriifies tiat the inor	 and belief


C Ci /1 E C (g/ /'-I / Al.,'T/C.. 0, 


op 7!( ",	 /, è g"	 I	 !	 vL 4C4t1 
Dated	 BY (Signature) 


I40
Title 


A wilfully false statement or certification to1 any Dep1artment or Agehcy of th 1Jnited States Government is a criminal offense 
U S Code Title 18, Sec 1001 


II
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Moore Crock Mining Co., 
P. 0. Box 7E 
Pioneer, Calif 


1- APPLICANTS PROPERTY RIGHTS 


(a) Unpatontod mining claims located inStanis'laue Naiona1 


Forest. White Horse quartz mining claim, T-7-N, R-16-E, 


.D.B.M. iccored in San Andreas, Calaveras County, Calif. 


West Point Mining District. Book 19, !° 278. Bay Horse 


quartz mining clam T-7-N, R-16-E, M.D.B.M. recorded in 


San Androas, Calaveras County, Calif., West point Mining 


District. Book 19, Page 279. 


(b) White Horse Mining dim 
Bay Horse Mining Claim 


(c) Lease purchase-Exhibit (A) 


5 year extension to above has boaiobaiied from Mr. 


Grover C. Bruce, Box 32, Murphyc, Calif. Rccorddd in San 


Andreas, Calaveras County, Calif. 


(d) None 


2. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


(a) 'Sketch exhibits (b) (c) (d) 


This mine as originally opened for tungsten ore. During 


tungsten operation &olybdonum ore v2s encountered through-


out ore body. In places vary massive pockets or lances 


wore found. 


For production facilities there is a 100 ton mill on the 


19ocrty with flotation units suitable for molybdenum 


-j­ ̂ -b:7 The above workings and mill construction were 


$any operations.


I
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Moore Crook Mining Co. 
P. 0. Box 78 
Pioneer, Calif. 


(c) The only molybdenum producticn arc of recent operation. 


Only ore sample shipment of concentrates have been chipped, 


200 lbs. to Brumloy-Donaldson Co., 75 Market St., Oakland, 


Calif. No reply on their findings as of this date. 


(d) Not applicable for reasons given in 2 (a) 


(o) Sea skotcho (b) (c) (d) 


Vein 


(f) By outcroppings, trenching and reasons given in 2 (a) 


(g) We have no technologic information regarding molyb-


denum on those proportys. 


3. ACCESSIBILITY OF PROJECT 


(a) D.M.E.A. reprosontativoc can be met at Jackson, Calif 


postoffico by Company representative to give directions 


to mine, if given at least coven days notice. A vehicle 


can be driven to property. 


(b) Nearest chipping and supply point is Jackson, Calif. 


There are housing facilitios on property for empioyaos. 


4. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT 


(a) (Sketch exhibit B) White Horse Claim 


The applicant proposes to oxploro to the south of present 


workings by a tunnel 5' x7' and 200' in a southernly 


direction, also by 1800' of long hole drilling overhead 


and both sides of tuniiol as indicated in sketch. 


(Sketch exhibit C) Bay Horse Claim 


Applicant proposes 200' of tunnel, 1800' of long hole 


drilling to explore this ore body.
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Moore Crook Mining Co. 
P. 0. Box 7 
Pioneer, Calif 


(b) (Sketch exhibit D) 


The applicant proposes 600' of road 'ray as an access road 


to Bay Horse claim. This project would be built by drill-


ing and blasting as needed, and use of bulidozor. 


(c) In the event that an exploration contract is executed 


the work could be started within 30 days and completed 


within 5 months. Anticipated average daily progress of 


tunnelling, two 8hour shifts 6., Average progress on 


roadway 25' per day. Average progress on longholo drilling 


150' per day. 


5. EXPERIENCE 


This project would be supervised y Chester W. Decker, 


under the directions of a rliab1e mining engineer or 


geologist who would make periodic visits. 


6. Estimate of Costs 


(a) Independent Contracts--None 


(b) Personal Service 


Consultants	 $100.00 per visit plus $20.00 
for expenses. 


	


2 visits per mo. 5mQ. 	 $1,200.00 


Supervision	 $500.00 per mo. 	 5 mo.	 21500.00 


Labor	 (Minors 2) $2.00 per hr. 
2 shiftw of iminer each-6day wk. 
time and a half for 6th day 
$104.00 per wk.' per miner 


	


2 minor-20 wks.	 41160.00 


(Miners helpers 2) $1.5 per hr. 
2 shifts of 1 helper each- 6 thy wk. 
time and a half for 6th day 
$96.20 per wk. per helper 


	


2 helpers--20 wks.	 3,848,00
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Moore Crock Mining Co. 
P. 0. Box 78 
Pineor, Calif 


Dozer operatorI	 $2.25 per hr. 
1 shift per day	 6 day week 
• time 'and a half for 6th thy 


$117.00 per wk 
1, dozer operator--4 wks. $468.00 


These technicians and cmplo'yees are 
available.


TOTAL LABOR $12,176.00 


(c)	 OPERATING MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES 


Powder, caps and fuse 
$6.00 per ft. of drift 
400 ft. of drift $2,400.00 


Miners lamps and carbide 35.00 


Drill stool and bite 
$1.50 per ft. of drift 
400 ft. of drift 600.00 


Long hole steel and bits 
50 per ft. 
3600 ft. of hole 180.00 


Picks-shovels 25.00 


Powder, Caps, Fuse for road 300.00 


Fuel and Oil for complete project 11000.00 


TOTAL $4,540.00 


(d) OPERATING EQUIPMENT 
FURNISHED BY APPLICANT 


H. D. 10 dozer with blade and -. 
winch $4,500.00 


365 C.F.M. compressor 
diesel powered 3,000.00 


nco 12 Mucking machine 22500.00 


Long-hole drilling machine 
with steel 650.00 


Stopers and Hammers 11500.00
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Moore Creek Mining Co. 
P. 0. Box 7 
Pioneer, Calif. 


Air and Water hose	 $150.00 


Pipe, rail,ties	 1,000.00 


Total	 $33,300.00 


(0)REHABILITATION AND REPAIRS 


None 


(f) None 
Housing would be furnished by applicant in 
established camp near mine. 


(g) Miscella4eous 
Estimated cost of repairs and upkeep of 
equipment furnished by applicant	 $500.00 


Assaying	 200.00 


Pipe and rail	 800.00 


Analytical, accounting, insurance 
oct. for project	 11200.00 


TOTAL	 $2,700.00 


7, (a) yes 


(b) By use of equipment furnished by applicant--.--money 


ESTIMATED TOTAL COST OF PROJECT 	 $19, 416.00 


A unit cost contract qould be preferable 
to operator. 


I,
I 


fr:







Moore' Creek Mining Co. 
EXHIBIT A	


NING LEASE AND OPTION AGREI.	 P. 0. Box 78 


1W	 Pioneer, Calif 


THIS MINING LEASE AND OPTION AGREEENT made and oecutod on this 13 day 


of July, 1954, by and between GROVER C. BRUCE and EVELYN BRUCE, ho wife, heroin 


called lessors, and CHESTER W. DECKER, heroin called losses, 


ITNE SSE, TH: 


That lessors, in consideration of tho Sum of 1000.00 to be paid as hero-


inaftor specified, and the payments prvidod for herein, and the faithful porform-


ance of the torus, conditions, covenants, and agreements heroin agreed to be kept 


and performed by lessee, do hereby lease and lot unto said lessee for the solo 


purpose of prospecting, do*loping mining and working the rock and ores therein 


for the tungsten, gold and other prociouc metals therein contained, as hereinafter 


provided, all that certain real property in Calavoras County, California and 


particularly doccribod as follows, to-wit: 


1i


i 1g58


PARCEL QNE: The 'WHITE HORSE Quartz Mining Claim, the 
notice of location of which appears of record in the office 
of the County Recorder of Calavoras County, California, in 
Book 19 of Mining Claims at Page 278, Calavoras County Recordo 
reference to which is hereby made for a more particular des-
cription thereof. 


PAItCEL TWO: The BAY HORSE Quartz Mining Claim, the 
notice of location of which appears of record in the off ice 
of the County Recorder of Calaveras County, California, in 
Book 19 of Mining Claims at pages 279-9, Calavoras County 
Records, roferönco to which is hereby made for a more partic-
ular description thereof. 


AND TO HELD the said premises untc said lossoo for the torn of 


5 years from the date hereof. 


Said parties hereto do hereby mutually covenant, promise and agree as 


follows, to-wit: 


1. That the said sum of $1000.00 shall be paid to lessors by lessee on or 


before the 25th day of September, 1954, or upon the commencement of the erection 


of a mill upon the property hereby leased, whichever shall first occur, and that 


the said sum shall be in addition to all royalties and payments as hereinafter 


provided.
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.	 . 


2 6 Lessee shall have the right, during the life of this lease, and agrco 


mont, of entering into and upon the above described lands for the purposes above 


mentioned, with the right of inoalling machinery and mining equipment and 


erecting buildings and improvements thereon, including the right to erect a mill. 


3. Lessee shall have the right to mill or otherwise reduce the ores 


from said premises or to ship tho same to some rospo*.eiblo milling or smelting 


company made known to lessors for the purpose of obtaining tungsten, gold or 


other metals or values thorf rem, the proceeds to be divided and paid to the 


respective partiow hereto in the manner as follws: 


Ton (0) per coat of the proceeds from tungsten, 
gold and other metls or products recovered from all 
milled or smelted ores shall be paid to lessors, and 
ninety (90) percent thereof to lessee. 


In the payment and division of the proceeds of milled or smelted ores as 


above mentionod, it is agreed that the came shall be based upon mill or cmoltr 


recovery, and it is futther agreed that lessee will pay lessors their share as 


above determined, on the 10th day of each and every month for the proceeding 


calendar month of operations during the term of this lease. 


4. Loseoo agrees that all work of mining and developing said property 


under this lease shall ye done in a good and workmanlike manner co as to .dovolop 


said property as a mine for permanent future mining operations and athat all of 


such vark shall be without cost, charge or cxponse to lessors or to said property, 


it being specifically agreed that in mining and extracting all ores the same 


shall bo removed as they are encountered and that there will be no selecting of 


the higher grades before the lover grades in the milling &id reduction thereof. 


5. Lessee agrees to commence the active work of mining and developing 


said property within two weeks from the date hereof and to thereafter continuously 


mine and develop said property during the life of this lease and agro meat by 


doing and performing monthly not less than 48 shifts of mining work, except, when 


interrupted by unforceon acts, strikes or labor troubles and severe weather con-


ditions, and in such event reaonablo diligence will be used to remove the cause 


of the interruption and resume work at the earliest possible moment. 
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6. Lessee ags to keep all workmen fully ined under and in corn .


-pliande with the Wor1nons Compensation Insurance and Safety Act of California 


during the operations hereunder and to comp4 with all other laws, rules and 


regulations, both State and Fed ral, governing mining operations and to conduct 


all work hereunder in accordance with good mining standarts and methods and to 


promptly pay all bills for labor performed and for equipment, materials, supplieol 


electric energy, water and/or utility furnished on said lands during the term 


hereof and to keep said lands free and clear of all labor , mochanics' and other 


lions an;d to that end will keep posted on said lands whore anork is being per.—


formed, or equipment, materials, supplies or utilities furniand, such notice 


or notices of non—responsibility on behail of lessors as said lessors may desire 


and furnish to lessee, it being agreed, however, that lessor also reserves the 


right during the life of this lease to post and keep posted a notice or notices 


of non—responsibility of lessors and of said promises for any work or labor per-


formed or for materials furnished to be used in connection with mining operations 


hereunder in or upon said premises. 


7. It is agreed that at all times that lessee shall carry on mining opera-


tions during the life of this lease, said lessee shall keep full, true and correct 


books of account; statements, vouchers, smelter and mill roturs and receipts 


pertaining to mining operations conducted hereunder, and particularly showing the 


amount of ores extracted and reduced and the gross proceeds of tungsten, gold 


and other metals derived therefrom, and said lossors or their duly authorized 


agent shall at all reasonable times have free access to all parts and portions of 


said mining property and premises, real and personal, and to any mill or bther 


reduction works where said ores are treated, crushed or reduced, for the purpose 


of examination and inspoction, and shall be entitled to take samples of eros and 


to examine all bobks of account, statements, vouchers, mill and smelter returns 


and receipts agreed to be kept as hereinabove provided. 


. It is agreed that lessee shall have sixty days from and after the 


termination of this agreement within which to remove such mining machinery, tools, 
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appliances and oquint, except buildings, track, piand tbor in place, as 


may hereafter be placed in and upon said mining property and premises by lessee, 


and in the event that said mining machinery, tools, appliances and qquipmcnt shall 


not be removed within said period of sixty days, then and in that event the same 


shall be doemod affixed to the realty and become a part thereof and belong to 


lessors, it buing expressly agreed, however, that lessee shall not be entitled 


to exorcise any of the rights of removal under this paragraph until all sums duo 


and owing by lessee under any of the terms and provisions hereof shall have first 


boon fully paid, and proper arrangements are made for the delivery of a good and 


sufficient quitclaim, deed ad release conveying and releasing to lessors all of 


the right, claims and privileges hereunder bivon by lessors to lessee. 


9. It is agreed that lessee, during the life of this lease, shall pay 


all taxes prior to delinquency that shall be levied or become duo and payable upon 


the property hereby leased and upon any improvements or personal property placed 


upon said property and promises by lessee, or which may become duo by reason of 


this agreumont or bf any operations carried on hereunder. It is further agreed 


that losses will perform such assessment viork and record such notices of the 


performance of such assessment work as may be necessary to keep the &laims hereby 


leased in good standing, as required by the laws and mining regulations of the 


State of California and of the United States. 


10. 16 is agreed that the terms and conditions of this agreement, insofar 


as the lessee shall be required to oporato, mine and develop said premises, is 


optional with said lessee, who shall have-the right, upon giving thirty (30) days 


notice of intention to abandon to lessors, and upon the execution and delivery to 


lessors of a quitclaim deed to said property, to discontinue and cease said work 


hereunder, whereupon said lessors shall be entitled to resume possession of said 


promises and real property, free and clear of any and all calims hereunder. 
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.	 . 
II. Time is of the essence of this lease and of each ad all of the pay-


ments to be made as herein provided and of each and all of the terms, provisions 


and conditions hereof, and in the avant that lessee shall at any time fail to 


perform or carry out any of the terms, conditions and agreements heroin imposed 


upon lessee or make any of the payments provided herein to be made, than upon 


thirty (30) d aye written notice by mail to lessee of any. ouch failure or default 


this lease shall immediately cease, and and terminate at the option of lessors, 


and all fuhcr rights of cssoe in and to said premises hereunder shall bt once 


and immediately become terminated and all payments theretofore made hereunder 


shall be retained by lessors ae their property and lessors shall have the right 


to immediately enter into and upon said promises and remove all persons therefrom, 


provided, however1 that if lessee cures said failure or default tithin thirty (30) 


days aftor the date of mailing notice as aforesaid, this laaeo shall continuo in 


full force and effect, 


12. It is further agreed that lessee will send or cause to be sent to 


lessors copies, or a full account, of the mill and/or smelter receipts whore the 


ores mined hereunder are milled or smolterod, 


13. It is agreed that as a part of the consideration of this mining lease 


and option agreement that lessee, or his assigns, shall have and is hereby given, 


the right and option of purchasing and acquiring from lessors the above described 


real property and premises for the total purchase price of 30,000.00, payable at 


any time during the life of this lease and agreomont, it being expressly understood 


and agreed that the aforesaid 1,000.00 payment and all royalty payments made 


hereunder shall be credited on account of said purchase price in the event that 


lessee desires to exercise the right to purchase said real property and premises, 


and it being furthorcagroed that upon the payment of said sum of $30,000.00 as 


aforesaid to lessors by lessee, said lessors will execute and deliver to lessee, 


his heirs or assigns, a good znd sufficient deed convoying all of the said real 


property and premises above described, free and clear of any lions or encumbrances 


thereon.
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ed that this lease may be assii by the parties hereto 14. It is a*  


and that all of the terms, conditions, convonants and agreements herein contained 


are binding upon Lnd onuro to the benefit of the parties hereto, and their res-


pective heirs, personal representatives and assigns. 


DATED AND MPECUTED on the day and year first above written. 


GROVER C. BRUCE 


EVELYN BRUCE 
Lessors 


CHESTER W. DECKER 
Lessee 
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STATE OF CALIFOtNIA) 


) 
COUNTY OF CALAVERAS) 


On this 13th day of July, 1954, before me, the undersigned Notary 


Public in and for the said County and State, residing therein, duly commissioned 


and sworn, personally appeared GROVER C. BRUCE AND EVELYN BRUCE, his wife, known 


to ins to be the persons described in and whose namo3 are subscribed to the within 


instrument, and they acknowledged to me that they executed the same. 


WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL on th.o date in this certificate first 


above written.


_.3RGIL M. AIROLA 
Notary Public in and for the 
County and State aforesaid. 


STATE OF cLIFO.NIA) 


)	 Os 
COUNTY OF CALAV Fs) 


On this 13th day of July, 1954, before me, the undersigned Notary Public 


in and for the said County and State, residing therein, duly commissioned  and 


sworn, personally appeared CHESTER W. DECKER, known to me bo be the person des-


cribed in and whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, and he acknow-


ledged to me that he cxoôutcd the seine. 


WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL on the date in this certificate first 


above written


6666 Virgil L. Airola 
Noty public in and for the 
County and State aforesaid. U
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S
DOCKET COPY 


April 28, 1958 


Summary of Proposed Project 


Object:	 Denial of application for an exploration project. 


Docket No.:	 DMEA-4950 


Commodity:	 Molybdenum 


Applicant:	 Moore Creek Mining Company

P. 0. Box 78 
Pioneer, California 


Property:	 White Horse and Bay Horse unpatented lode mining 
claims situated in sec. 7. T. 7 N., R. 16 E., 
M.D.B. & M., Calaveras County, California. 
Applicant controls the property through a Mining 
Lease and Option Agreement, dated July 13, 1954. 


Date of 
Applicantion: February 17, 1958 


Amount of 
Application:	 $19,416.0O 


Processing	 Referred to Region II - March 13, 1958 
Data:	 Field examination	 - not required 


Field Team report received - April 18, 1958 


Work Proposed: White Horse claim - Extend lower tunnel 200 feet 
and drill 1800 feet of long holes along the 
tunnel. 


Bay Horse claim - Drive 200 feet of tunnel and 
drill 1800 feet of 'long holes along the tunnel. 


Estimated Cost: 


Labor, supervision and consultants (5 mos.) 
$12,176.00 


Operating materials and supplies 	 4,540.0O 
Operating equipment furnished by 


Applicant -

Miscellaneous	 2,700.00 


	


Estimated total cost of project 	 19016.00 
Government participation @ 50% $ 9,708.00
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Field Team Report: April 14, 1958 - B e H. Sheahan, USBM 
H. K. Stager, USGS 


The applicant filed two previous applications 
to explore for tungsten on this property. The 
first, Docket 3362, was withdrawn,and the second, 
Docket 14766, was denied. Since the latter action, 
only about 10 feet of tunneling has been done. 


Two previous examinations have been made 
and both included appraisals of molybdenum as well 
as tungsten and copper potentials. Accordingly, 
a report and recommendation is being made without 
a third examination. 


The deposit consists of small molybdenum, 
tungsten and copper-bearing tactite lenses In 
diorite. Concentrations of the best material 
are small, marginal in grade, and erratically 
distributed. There is no geologic evidence that 
deposits of higher grade or larger size might be 
found. ..No worthwhile exploration targets exist. 


The property contains a 60-foot and a 1145-foot 
adit, about 1145 feet of other underground workings, 
and two shallow open cuts. In the previous 
examinations 12 samples of mineralized exposures 
were taken. Contents ranged from 0.01 to 0.07% MOP 


.0.01 to 0.21% W03, and 0.01 to 0.65% Cu. By 
careful mining and sorting, several hundred tons 
of marginal ore could be mined from one exposed 
deposit. 


Denial of the application is recommended. 


Commodity Group Comments: 


U. S. Geological Survey, T. H. Kiilsgaard, April 24, 1958 


Concurs with the Field Examiners' recommenda-
tion for denial. 


U. S. Bureau of Mines, Horace T. Reno, April 214, 1958. 


Agrees with the Field Team that another 
examination is not warranted and that the 
application should be.denied. 
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Division of Rare and Miscellaneous Metals - 
MichaelChing, April 25, 1958 


The Applicant does not appear to be 
qualified to carry out a mining project, 
having spent about $160,000 (including mill
ing equipment) without proving a minable 
deposit. 


Conclusions and Recommendations: 


The property has very limited possibi1it.eS. 


It is recommended that the application be denied. 


Ernest Wm. Ellis







fl OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


I}IEA Form 7 
(l2..6)


Rez


I !rIT1	 i p


ij 
-? 7-10 


Oil A W-j Rim I


k


_IDocket No. £*EA 4950 ('Molybdedh 
White Morse and Bay Horse Claim 


1 Calaveras county, California 


AY 1 


Mr. Chester W. Decker, President 
Moore Creek Mining Company 
P.0, Sox 78 Pioneer, California


'F 
Dear Mr. Decker; 


our application for aid in an exploration 
project and other Information available to us in Washington 
concerning the above-named property have been reviewed. 


Projects approved by the Defense Minerals Explo-
ration Administration must, In Its judgment, show definite 
promise of yielding materials of acceptable grade in quan. 
4ties that will significantly improve the mineral supply 
position for the National Defense Program.. 


Careful study of all our information, although 
noting a small amount of molybdenum mineralization on your 
property, indicates that the probability of disclosing 
significant ore reserves is not sufficiently promising to 
Justify Government participation. We regret to advise you 
that, under these circumstances, your application for 
exploration assistance is denied. 


We wish to thank you for your interest in the 
Defense Minerals Exploration Program and for bringing your 
property to our attention.


Sincerely yours, 


C. 0. Mittendorf (T) 


Administrator 
MChing/gla 
4-28-58 
cc to: Adrnr, t s Reading File 


Operating Committee 
THKiilsgaard, 5224 
Mr. Ching 


DMEA Field Team, Region II (2)


9623 
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AAL S 
NITED STATES 


ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
JREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


April 24, 1958 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Chief, Rare and Miscellaneous- Metals 
Division. - DMEA 


From:	 Horace T. Reno, Acting Chief, Branch o 
Ferrous Metals and Ferroalloys 


Subject:	 Docket No'. DMIEA 4950. (Molybdenum) 
Moore Creek Mining Company 
White Horse & Bay Horse' Claims 
Calaveras County, California. 


I agree with the Field 'ream that another examination. 


is not warranted. and that, the application- br' exploration, aid 


should be denied,


. . z4zevw^ ;7.- 4Q.0 
Horace T. R,eno-


Copy to: Mr Lamb 
Ferrois Metals' 
File's
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 	


3^ 


Memorandum(	 April 24, 158 


To:	 W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 T. H. Kiilsgaard, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Report, ]IvIEA 14.950, (molybdenum), Moore 
Creek Mining Company, Calaveras County, California.. 


The Field Team has prepared an office report on the cited 
application that is based on two previous applications received from 
the applicant on the same property, which were filed under docket 
numbers DMEA 3362 and 14.766. In both of these latter applications, 
the Field Team recommended denial of the applicant's proposals. 


The Field Team concludes that the applicant's deposit 
consists of small tactite lenses in diorite containing small amounts 
of molybdenum, tungsten and copper minerals. These concentrations 
of mineraTh are small, of marginal grade, and erratically distributed. 
The cost of finding such bodies is believed to exceed the value of 
the metal content contained, within them, and there is no geologic 
evidence indicating the probability of finding larger or higher grade 
deposits elsewhere on the property. 


Field Examiners conclude that there are no targets on the 
property that warrant exploration. They therefore recommend denial 
of the application. 


I concur with the Field Examiners' recommendations. 


S
T"


 -4	 .	 -6^L 
T. H. Kiilsgaard.







V Memorandum 


April 16, 1958 


w	 ©b 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
 


1605 Evans Avenue

Reno, Nevada 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Reginn II 


Subject:	 Docket No. DMEA-4950 (Molybdenum) 
Moore Creek Mining Company 
White Horse and Bay Horse Claims 
Calaveras County, California 
(Your letter, March 13, 1958) 


Enclosed are three copies of an office report 
based on previous field examination by B


'9 
- H Sheahan, Bureau 


of Mines, and H. K. Stager, Geological urvey. 


Roscoe Smith and I agree that another field 
examination is not warranted and that the application for explora-
tion aid should be denied.


L - 


S. Ricr 


Attachments


Ra'rie;lred by 


in q 


L1• OPRTING Q1
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 
FRED A. SEATON, SECRETARY 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM 

REGION II 


APPLICATION REPORT 


DMEA-4950 (Molybdenum) 
Moore Creek Mining Company



White Horse and Bay Horse claims 
Calaveras County, California 


by 


B. H. Sheahan	 H.. K. Stager 
U. S. Bureau of Mines	 U. S. Geological Survey 


April 14, 1958
.-.7- 1 Pe1eeed 


u& OPRATINQ CQ'r 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Moore Creek Mining Company, P. 0. Box 78, Pioneer, 


California, applied to the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration, 


docket DMEA-4950, for Government assistance in a $19, 416.00 


program to explore for molybdenum on the White Horse and Bay 


Horse claims, calaveras County, California. 


The applicant filed two previous applications to explore for 


tungsten. The first application, DMEA-3362, was for exploration 


on the White Horse and Bay Horse claims, but was withdrawn 


before action could be taken by the Operating Committee • The 


property was examined on July 29, 1954 and the application report 


recommended denial of exploration assistance. A second application, 


DMEA-4766 (Tungsten) was made for exploration assistance on the 


White Horse claim and the property was re-examined on July 25, 


1957. Recommendations included denial of exploration assistance. 


Inasmuch as no additional work has been done on the Bay 


Horse claim since the first examination and only about ten feet of 


new work has been done on the White Horse claim since the second 


examination a third examination was not warranted. Furthermore, 


both previous examinations included appraisals of the molybdenum 


content, as, well as the tungsten and copper content, of the deposit. 


1







.	 . 


Twelve samples of the mineralized exposures on the property 


were taken and analyzed for molybdenum, as well as for tungsten 


and copper, and are adequate to appraise the molybdenum 


reserves of the property. 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


The deposit on the White Horse and Bay Horse claims 


consists of small molybdenum, tungsten, and copper-bearing 


tactite lenses in diorite. The concentrations of ore-grade 


material are small, of marginal grade, and erratically distributed. 


The cost of finding the ore bodies exceeds the value of the metal 


contained in them, and there is no geologic evidence upon which to 


base any probability of finding deposits. of higher grade or larger 


size elsewhere on the claims. 


The small, erratically distributed, pods of molybdenum-rich 


tactite found in the deposit are of insufficient size, and assays 


show that the average grade of the mineralized lenses is. too low, 


to constitute ore. There are no targets that warrant exploration. 


It is recommended therefore that exploration assistance be 


denied. It is further recommended that if application is made for 


assistance to explore for copper that this also be denied. 


2







.	 S 


LOCATION, ACCESSIBILITY, AND LOCAL FACILITIES 


The property is on the west slope of the Sierra Nevada at 


an altitude of 4, 200 feet in the 5-1/2 of sec • 7, T. 7 N., R. 16 E., 


M.D.B.&M., in the Stanislaus National Forest, Calaveras County, 


California (fig. 1). 


To reach the mine by automobile from Jackson, California, 


the nearest source of labor and supplies, travel easterly 31 miles 


on. paved State Highway 88, turn right on dirt road at Lumberyard 


Ranger Station and travel 6.7 miles southerly, tu±n left and travel 


3.3 miles easterly on a Pacific Gas and Electric Company graded 


road, turn, right on dirt road 0.5 mile to the mine which is on the 


south side of Moore Creek and approximately 0 • 5 mile south of 


Garnet Hill. The access road is occasionally closed by snow. 


Water for domestic and mining needs is available from 


Moore Creek and the Mokelumne River. There is a fair stand of 


pine,, fir, and cedar on the property. Mail is received at Pioneer, 


which is 26.5 miles west of the mine. 


HISTORY AND PRODUCTION 


Grover C. Bruce and C. N. Smith of Murphys, California, 


located the property in 1941. L. A. Smith of San Francisco leased 


the property for a short period in 1942, but very little work was. 
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done. The Moore Creek Mining Company leased the property 


and applied for exploration assistance under docket 


DMEA-3362 early in 1954. The company withdrew the 


application before the Operating' Committee could act on the 


Field Team's recommendation for denial. A second 


application, DMEA-4766. (Tungsten) was made in 1957 and 


was denied,. 


The Moore Creek Mining, Company was incorporated in 


July 1954. Capital was obtained from the stockholders for 


development work and for the construction of a 50-tons-per-day 


concentrating plant. 


Production from the property totaled 150 pounds of 


scheelite concentrates that were sold and4, 700 pounds of 


scheelite concentrates stored at the mill. The superintendent 


estimated that these concentrates averaged 50 percent W0 3 and 


that they were recovered from about 1, 000 tons of low-grade 


ore. 'Company expenditures are said to total about $160, 000. 


Only a few hundred pounds of molybdenum concentrate 


has been produced.
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PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP 


The property consists of two unpatented lode mining 


claims. A mining lease and option agreement, dated July 13, 


1954, between Grover C. and Evelyn Bruce, the owners, 


and.Chester W. Decker lists the White Horse quartz mining 


claim and the Bay Horse quartz mining claim. Both are 


recorded in book 19, pages. 278 and 279 in the Calaveras 


County Courthouse at San Andreas, California. These two 


claims are indicated on map, figure 3, and are included in 


the application. The lease-option agreement is for a five-year 


period. 


The Moore Creek Mining Company is a California 


corporation with main offices at 2033 Country Club Boulevard, 


Stockton, California. Officers of the corporation are: 


Chester W. Decker, president 	 I 


Alfred B. Corda, vice president 


Eileen Stevens, secretary-treasurer 


DEVELOPMENT 


The property is developed by a 60-foot and a 145-foot adit 


on the White Horse claim, and a shallow open cut on the Bay Horse 


claim (figs. 2 and 3). Total footage of underground workings is 
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about 350 feet. Two shallow open cuts have been excavated 


and overburden has been removed along an irregular tactite 


zone between the portals of the two adits.. All workings are 


accessible and the ground stands well without timber. 


The following surface facilities and equipment are. 


owned by the applicant and are in fair condition: 


(Mill) SO-ton-per day gravity concentrator, 


50-ton primary bin, jaw crusher (size 10 inches by 


20 inches), conveyor belt and feeder, ball mill (4 feet 


by 4 feet),. 3 concentration tables, one Diesel electric 


power unit (225 h.p.). 


(Mine) air compressor (365 cfm.), mucking 


machine, 2 one-ton cars, 1 ton 16-lb. yard rail,. 


3 pneumatic rock drills with steel bits, 2 tractors 


(D-4 and D-6), two 1-1/2 ton trucks.. 


(Housing facilities) 6 cabins that will 


accommodate 12 workmen. 


GENERAL GEOLOGY 


The property is in an area of high relief on the west side 


of the Sierra Nevada. The rocks exposed in the vicinity of the 


mine are chiefly tactite and schist that are the remnants of a 


roof pendant about a mile long and 1, 000 feet wide, bounded on all 
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sides by granitic rocks of the Sierra Nevada batholith, The 


mine area is at the north end of this pendant. 


The granodiorite, of Cretaceous age, is chiefly light 


gray and medium-grained. Near the contact with metamorphic 


rocks the percentage of dark minerals has been greatly 


increased by the assimilation of mafic material, forming a 


zone, of dark, fine-grained, diorite or migmatite. 


The metamorphic rocks that comprise the pendant are 


chiefly schist and garnet-epidote tactite • The schist is 


intimately mixed with dioritic material that has. been injected 


lit-par-lit and as dikes. The tactite occurs. as. lenses and as 


thin beds. near and along the west edge of the pendant (fig. 2). 


Some fine-grained gray limestone is exposed in the underground 


workings but does not crop out at the surface, Foliation and 


bedding in the metamorphic rocks strike north and are vertical 


or dip steeply west. 


Numerous minor faults of random orientation and dip 


cut the matamorphic rocks and a prominent fault that strikes 


N. 550 E. and dips. 750 SE.. is expos.ed near the center of the 


mine area on the surface and in the underground workings where 
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it contains about two inches of gouge (fig. 2). No evidence 


of primary ore control by any of the faults is indicated in 


surface orunderground exposures. 


ORE DEPOSITS 


The deposit consists of small lenses of molybdenum-, 


tungsten-, and copper-rich material in garnet-epidote tactite 


along and near the contact of metamorphic rocks and granodiorite. 


The ore minerals are molybdenite, scheelite, powellite., 


and chalcopyrite. The gangue minerals are calcite, quartz, 


garnet, epidote, and pyrite. The molybdenite occurs. chiefly 


in flake's disseminated in the tactite and rarely as masses of 


crystals several inches in diameter.. Most of the scheelite 


crystals are one-eighth to one-quarter inch in diameter 


disseminated in the tactite, but s.ome crystals as much as 


1 inch in cross section are present. Disseminated crystals 


of poweilite and zoned crystals of powellite and scheelite occur 


in and near the concentrations of molybdenite. Chalcopyrite 


is sparsely disseminated throughout the tactite but is most abundant 


in the scheelite- and molybdenite -rich zones. 


The ore lenses are 1 to lO.feet wide, 10 to 40 feet long, and 


have been mined for 10 to 15 feet down . a vertical dip. The grade, 


estimated from samples and mill concentrates., averages about 
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0.05 percent Mo, 0.2 percent W0 3 , and 0.2 percent Cu. All 


of the production from the property has been mined from the 


three ore lenses exposed in the lower adit and from the open 


pit at the portal of the upper adit (fig. 2). 


SAMPLING, 


The following samples represent the grade of the best 


molybdenite- and scheelite-bearing tactite exposed on the property. 


Sample locations are shown on figures 2 and 3. 


Sample Length, 
No. feet Mo W03 
1 15.0 0.01 <0.01 
2 grab 0.03 0.11 
3 10.0 0.05 <0.01 
S-600 4.0 <0.01 <0.01 
S-601 5.0 <0.01 0.01 
S-602 7.0 <0.01 <0.01 
S-603 6.0 <0.01 0.01 
S . .604 4.0 0.07 0,17 


S-605 5.0 0.03 '0.01 
s-606 3.0 0.02 0.01 
S-607 5.0 0,01 <0.01 
5-608 6.0 0.05 0,21


Cu Description 
0.65 Upper adit, tactite at portal. 
0.35 Upper adit, grab of stockpile. 
0.40 Open cut, Bay Horse claim. 
0.02 )_Lower adit,. .pod of 
0.01	 ) scheelite-bearing tactite. 
0.18j 


0.02) 
0.34 Lower adit, pod of 


scheelite-bearing tactite 
with molybdenite. 


0.03 Lower adit, tactite and schist. 
0.33	 ) Lower adi.t, pod of 
0.03	 ) scheelite -bearing 
0.03) tactite


ORE RESERVES 


There are no measured or indicated ore reserves exposed 


on the claims. By careful mining and sorting several hundred tons 


of marginal ore (0.05 percent Mo, 0.2 percent W03, and 0.2 percent 


CU) could be mined from the tactite body exposed in the lower adit. 


Several thousand tons of this grade material, concentrated in small 


pods and lenses throughout the tactite body on the White Horse and 
Bay Horse claims is inferred.9 
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Officer 


DIIEA Field Team, Region U 
1605 Evans Avenue 
Reno,. Neva"


Re: Docket No. D*EA4950 (Mo1rbdsnua) 
bore Or"k MangCc*ny 
WXiite aoztse and Bay ibrie 'Clais* 
çzlav.ras CoUnt r, Cal itornl* 


Dear iii', Ricker* 


The subject *ppiic*tion is being referred to you 
for invest4gatjon, * field axasination if warranted, and 
raccssandatjon,, 


Enclosed for your Utormation are memoranda, dated 
March 6 and 10, 1958, by Its E. Balson, G3, and Wilmer McInnis, UMS respectively, relating to the *pplic*tton. 
Also enclosed is a °°pi of the application for the use of the Field Teas. 


If a contract is recoended, the App1iant should be advised that a Consent to Lien and Subordination Agreement 
will be required of Grover C. Bruce and Evelyn Bruce • 
ever, the Applicant should be advised that, while early 
submission of this form will expeditt the processing of the 


::t10",o its 00e.ntat1on doss not imply that-'a contract 
will  sprove4, 


Also, evidence will be required that the Vining 
Lease and Option was .zt .ended for five 'years. 


SIncerely yours, 


George C. Seifridge 


Enclosures .	 . Chairman, Operating	 40 
MChing/gla, 


I,-	 3-12-58 Frnk., Lib	 cc to: Adnir t s Reading File oLnes	 Operating Committee 
THK1i1sgaard, 522k Thor H. .iilsaard	 j)	 Mr. Ching 


er,	 gicaL Zuv*y
8623 







OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


II4EA Fore 7	 Date Surname E
(l26) 	 3i 2L 8  


V


4ft Aft j. 1v1*J1L 


nM< 1 


Mr. Chester W. Decker, President	 ri 
Moore Creek Mining Conipany 
P.O BOX 78  
Pioneer, C.alifornla 


Re: Docket No, DEA..95O (Molybdenum) 
White Boric and Bay Horse Claims 
Calaveras County 3 California 


Dear W. Decker: 


The application for assistance in exploring 
your claims, under, the captioned docket number, has been 
reviewed by the Division of Rare and Iliscellaneous Metals 
of the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration. It 
has been referred to: 


Mr. Spangler Ricker 
Executive Ott leer 
DA Pield Team, Region II. 
1605 Evans Avenue 
fleno, ie*4* 


The Regtonml Office will contact you in regard 
to your proeet it additional information is required. 


Sincerely 'yOurs, 


Administrator 


MC hing/gla 
3-12-58 
cc to: Admr.'s Reading File 


Mr. Ching 
DMEA Field Team, Region II (2)
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MI 11 19J8 6NITED STATES 
L b DEPAR—TI1ENT OF THE INTERIOR 


OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	


March 10, 1958 


Memorandum 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Chief, Rare and Miscellaneous Metals 
Division - DMEA


Through: Chief, Branch of Ferrous 
Metals and Ferroalloys 


From:	 Wilmer McInnis, Commodity Specialist, Branch of 
Ferrous Metals and Ferroalloys 


Subject:	 Docket No. DMEA - 4950 (Molybdenum 
Moo: re Creek Mining Company 
White Horse & Bay Horse Claims 
Calaveras County, California 


The applicant has applied for exploration assistance of 
two mining claims (White Horse and. Bay Horse) in- Calaveras County, 
California at an estimated cost of $19, 416.. 


The applicant filed two applications (DMEA 3362 - 
Tungsten and DMEA 4766 -. Tungsten) for exploration assistance of 
the White Horse' Claim. The earlier application was' withdrawn and. the 
other was denied. 


Ac-cording to the Field Team report of August 27, 1957, 
concentrations of ore grade material in the White Horse Claim are 
small and erratically distributed. The report also stated, "The 
cost of finding the ore- bodies exceeds the value of the- metals contained. 
in them, and there is no geologic evidence upon which to- base any 
probability of finding deposits of higher or , larger size elsewhere on 
the claim,"







1	 .	 . 


In view of these findings, I recommend that the pro-
posed work Qfl. the White Hor'se Claim b S. 	 and' that the applica-
tion be referred to the Field Team for their appraisal of the Bay 
Horse Claim.


Wilmer McInnis 


Copy to: Mr. Lamb 
Ferrous Metals 
Files.
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES 
MENT OF THE INTERIOR 
;EOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


March 6, 1958 
Re: DMEA 4950 


Moore Creek Mining Co. 
White Horse and Bay Horse claims 
Calaveras County., California 
$19, 416.00	 Molybdenum 


To:	 W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals E41oration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicant requests assistance in prospecting, by 
drifting and long hole drilling, for possible pockets or lenses 
of mo4_1idiite. 


Apparently the property was explored, by two 'tunnels' 
for tungsten. No stoping appears to have been done. The applicant 
has no technologic information concerning the occurrence of molybdenum 
and gives no information concerning the manner of occurrence of the 
tungsten mineral, but from the long hole drilling layout, I infer the 
molybdenite is disseminated in the country rock of the tungsten veins. 
If such is the case, a few diamond drill holes would give more re-
liable information than the proposed long holes. 


Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended. 


N. E. Nelson







UN ITED' STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


rch , 1958 


ooro Creak TA. nj Coc 
P, 0.	 78 
Pionoor Csiiari: 


L.	 Subject: 


Dear , Doelters 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


Por	 17, 198 submitted to our office at Roni, Novada 


has been assigned Docket Number D.'4950 and referred to the 


Bzro Mtcoiinoou Division	 in the Washington office. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: Logion IX
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