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UNITED STATES 
- DEPAR1ENT OF THE IN2L-iOR 


Defense :Nnerals Exoloratjon Administration. 


OFFICIAL DOCKET FILE 


Terminated (or cancelled) without certification. 1Ek _____ 


This is the official contract file containing all official 
records of . the project. Duplicate material has been. removed. The 
records contained in the files are checked and are arranged in this 
manner:	 -.	 .	 ...	 .	 .	 . . 


Left Side	 .	 . .	 Right Side 


Certificate of Audit (Final). 	 . 'Proje ct summary. 


Interim Audjt( s).	 . p'Work completed analysis. 


	


C	 \	 .	 ..	 . 
eport of Review. -' 	 All other material is. filed in 


• 'Q cS.'	 .	 .	 ,,.-chronologicai order with :corre 
Termination Notice. or Agreement. 	 spondence including the folloriing 


reports as.checked: 
Recisiori Notice.


.- Final Field Team Report. . (Tab) 
Assignment of Contract. 


Contract Amendments (latest on 
top). 


.-" Contract with all exhibits arid 
annexes. 


Consent to Lien. 


Subord-Lna tion Agreement.


Operator's Final Report. 


v"Interim Reports. 


On-sjte Exam Report(s). (Tab) 


Settlement Sheets, 


Leases and assignments of leases. 


Application and attachments. 


Schedule of Collections. 
t."(VO10E oF'JitVt 


eratór's monthly reports and 

V all attachments(1atest'on top). 


If additional folders are required because of volume of records, 
show folder numbers and contents below: 


Maps in folder number______ 


Operator' s Monthly Reports in folder number ______ . 


Reviewer's Initials .. .
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Commodity


Idni-eE-23 


'GOVERNMENP'S COPY 


S FRANC S CO. CAUFORN IA 
EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT' 


It is agreed this ------------day of ------Feb1Bx7,,-----------------, 1952, between the United States of America, acting 
through the Department of the Interior, Defense Minerals Administration, hereinafter called the "Government," and 2 


hereinafter cal1d the "Operator," as follows: 
1. Authority for contract. This agieemeit is entered into under the authority of the Defense Production Act of 1950, pur-


suant to Mineral Order 5, entitled "Regulations Governing Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects." 
2. Operator's property rights. The exploration project shall be conducted on that certain property situated in the State of 


Cai'nia-----------, County of - -----------------------------------------described as follows: 	 nC,amp. 
---------i1gQf----atm- -Indian-- Camp and---Indian--Qanp#1i nip& 


DistrIct 


with reapect to which the Operator represents and undertakes: 


(a) That he is the sole owner, in possession and entitled to possession, and that the property is subject only to the following 
claims, liens, or encumbrances as to each of which the subordination agreement of the holder is attached: ------ - u'Cha3e 


-nmneyoL$1,8OcLOO_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


(b) 
3. Exploration project. The Operator, within thirtyt3O).----------days ftom the date of this contract shall commence 


work on a project of exploration for' --------------asbesto--------------------; shall prosecute the work efficiently, expertly, in a 
workmanlike manner, in accordance with good mining standards, with suitable and adeuate equipment, materials, and labor, all 
properly designed to bring the project to completion within a period of' -----------------------------------from the date 
of this contract. The exploration project and the work to be performed are more fully described on Exhibit "A" attached hereto, 
which, with any maps or drawings thereto attached, is made a part of this contract. 


4. Performance of the work. The work shall be performed by the Operator, under his sole direction and control: Provided, 
That with the consent of the Government and its written approval of the contract or contracts, all or any part of the work may 
be performed by the Operator through contract or contracts with independent contractors. The Government shall have the right 
to enter and observe and inspect the work at all reasonable times, and the Operator shall provide the Government with all avail-
able means for doing so. The Government may consult with and advise the Operator on all phases of the work. 


5. Fixtures and improvements. The Operator shall devote the land and all existing improvements, facilities, buildings, instal-
lations, and appurtenances to the purposes of the exploration project without any allowance for the use, rental value, depreciation, 
depletion, or other cost of acquiring, owning, or holding possession thereof. Any additional facilities, buildings, and fixtures, to 
be purchased, installed, or erected by the Operator, with the estimated cost of each, to which the Government will contribute 
currently its agreed pro rata share, are listed in Exhibit "A" attached hereto. The difference between the cost of such additional 
facilities, buildings, or fixtures, and, the salvage value thereof- at the conclusion of the work, shall be charged as a ost of' the 
project to which the Goyernmnt. has contributed its pro rata share. 


6. Operating equipment. Any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or furnished by the Operator, with the allow-
able rental, purchase price, or depreciation, as the case may be, is listed under appropriate headings in Exhibit "A" attached 
hereto. As to equipment purchased for the project, the Government will contribute its agreed ro rata share of the cost thereof, 
and the difference between the cost and the salvage value at the conclusion of the work shall be charged as a cost of the prôjeet" 
to which the Government has contributed its pro rata share.	 - 


1 If sufficient space is not provided in any blank, use an extra sheet of paper and refer to it In the blank.'-'-- 	 -	 '-'- - - - 
'State name, address, and nature of organization if any. 
8 Give legal description or enough to identify the property. 
'Strike out the provision not applicable. 


Name of mineral. 
Not in excess of 2 years.







7. Title to and dispositi property. All facilities, buildings, fixtures, ipment, or other items costing rre Than $50 
each, paid for or purchased with funds contributed jointly by the Operator and e Government, shall belong to the Operator and 
the Government jointly, in proportion to their respective contributions, and upon the termination of the contract, if they have any 
salvage value, shall be disposed of for their joint account unless the Government, in writing, waives its interest in any such items. 
The Government may require the dismantling, severance from land, and removal of any such items in order to realize its interest 
in the salvage value thereof, and the cost of any such removal and of the disposal of the itenis shall be for the joint account of the 
parties in proportion to their respective interests. 


8. Labor and supervision. An itemized schedule of labor, by numbers and classes (miners, muckers, milimen, etc.) , and of 
supervisors, by numbers and positions, with the maximum wages or salaries that may be paid to each as an allowable cost of the 
project is set forth in Exhibit "A" attached hereto. 


9. Rehabilitation and repairs. A statement of the cost of any necessary rehabilitation or repairs to put existing facilities, 
buildings, installations, and fixtures into useful and operable condition and which are to be allowed as costs of the project is 
included in Exhibit "A." 


10. Allowab.e costs of the project. The costs of the project in which the Government will participate are limited to the 
necessary, reasonable, direct costs of performing the exploration work, including the costs of materials, supplies, engineering, 
power, water, analytical work, accounting, and utilities, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each ; and the costs 
referred to in Articles 5, 6, 8, and 9, and the exhibits annexed to and referred to in this contract. Although the Government may 
pay part of the cost of new or additional facilities, structures, buildings, and equipment, only the depreciation on such items, 
computed as indicated in Articles 5 and 6, will be charged as a cost of the project. No items of general overhead, corporate 
management, interest, taxes, or any other indirect costs not expressly allowed by these provisions, or work performed or costs 
incurred before the date of this contract, shall be allowed as costs of the project in which the Government will participate. 


11. Accounts and audits. The Operator shall keep suitable records and accounts of operations, which the Government may 
inspect and audit at any time. The Government may at any time require an audit of. the Operator's records and accounts by a 
certified public accountant, the cost thereof to be treated as a cost of the project. The Operator shall keep and preserve said 
records and accounts for at least 3 years after the completion of the project or the termination of this contract. 


12. Progress reports. The Operator shall provide the Government with monthly reports of work -performed under the con-
tract upon forms to be provided by the Government. Each monthly progress repdrt shall bear the certification of the Operator 
and shall constitute the Operator's invoice of costs incurred on the project during the period covered by the report. 


13. Payment to the Operator. The monthly progress report (invoice), to the extent approved by the Government, shall be 
processed for payment by the Government. Payment shall be made in the amount of ....2Q...... percent of the approved costs incurred; 
Provided, That the aggregate total of all sums paid by the Government under this agreement shall not exceed $$33l4,62---
which is -----90 -----percent of the agreed estimated total cost of this project, $92Z3.6----- -


14. Final reports by Operator. Upon completion of the project or termination of this contract, the Operator shall provide 
the Government with a comprehensive geologic and engineering report, including an estimate of ore reserves, to. the best of his 
ability. Four copies of all reports shall be furnished to the Government. 


15. Repayment by Operator. If, upon the completion of the exploration project- or termination of the contract, the Govern-
ment considers that a discovery or development has resulted from the work from which- commercial production of .pre may be 
made, the Government, within 6 months thereafter, shall so certify to the Operator, particularly describing and delimiting its esti-
mate of the discovery or the development. Thereafter, if and as ore is produced as a result of such discovery or development, the 
Operator and his successor in interest shall be and become obligated to pay to the Government a percentage royalty on the net 
smelter returns or other net proceeds realized from such ore, concentrates, or metal produced within ten (10) years from the date 
of this contract, until the total amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is fully repaid or said 10 years have 
elapsed, whichever occurs first, as follows: 


Of net smelter returns or other net proceeds not in excess of eight dollars ($8.00) per ton of ore: One and one-half 
(1) percent. 


Of net smelter returns or other net proceeds in excess of eight dollars ($8.00) per ton of ore: One and one-half (1) 
percent,- plus one-half (%) percent for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) in excess of eight dollars ($8.00) per ton of 
ore, but not in excess of a maximum of five (5) percent. 


This obligation to repay from net returns or proceeds shall be and remain a claim and lien upon the mineral deposit which is the 
subject of the exploration project and upon any production resulting from such discovery or development, in favor of the Gov-
ernment, until fully paid, or until said 10-year period has elapsed; and this claim and lien and the Government's right to repay-
ment shall survive any termination of the contract, whether by completion of the exploration project or otherwise. This article 
is not to be construed as imposing any obligation on the Operator or lis successor in interest to produce oré from any such discovery 
or development. 	 - 


16. No assignment of contract. Without the written consent of the Government, the Operator shall not assign or otherwise 
transfer or hypothecate this contract or any rights thereunder. 


17. Termination and completion. The Government may, at any time, by written notice to the Operator, terminate this con-
tract: (a) If the Operator fails-to provide his share of the money necessary to prosecute operations pursuant to the terms of the 
contract; (b) if the Operator, in the opinion of the Government, fails to prosecute operations pursuant to the terms of the con-
tract; or (c) if in the opinion of the Government, operations up to the time of the notice have not indicated the probability of 
making any worthwhile discovery and in the opinion of the Government further operations are not justified. Upon the comple-
tion of the project or any termination of the contract the Operator shall render to the Government a full and final accounting of 
his operations under the contract and his expenditures of money; shall dispose of any unused materials, supplies, and equipment 
for the joint account of the Operator and the Government in the proportion of their respective interests; and shall pay to the 
Government its pro-rata share of any money remaining. 


Executed in sextuplicate the day and year first above written. 	 - 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


	


Frederick DuMontier and S. K. Skartved.t, 	 0 


By	 1ir--iiM-ra s 
U	 ----	 ---C-------	 Exploration Administration 


ed.erick Du1bntier, Partner 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-64068-2 


-	 -	 -	 -	 -.	 -	 - 


K.	 rtved.t, Partner	 -	 - --	 -	 -







EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT 
FREDERICK DU MONTIER & S • K. SKARTVEDT 


DOCKET. NO. DMEA-2131. 


Statement of the Work 


Strip the outcrop of the asbestos bearing zone 
from point marked (a) to point (b), and then to point (a); 
and from point (d) to point (e) as shown on attached map. 
Stripping to be approximately a total of 11.10 feet. The 
objective of the stripping is to provide exposures for 
geologic examination and estimation of potential reserves. 
The work is to be accomplished by bulldozer and scarifier 
when possible; hard ribs to be drilled and blasted. 


Estimate of Costs 


Fixtures and Irprovements 


None 


Operating Equipment 


To be rented: 


1 - D-7 Dozer Blade & Scarifier, including 
operator, oil, gas and repairs, 96 	 $ 1,676.16	 v' 
hours @ $17. 1t6 per hour 


Transportation of Dozer to mine and 
return 


1 - Air, compressor complete with jackhammer, 
hose, steel, bits, one month © $k7l.00 


1 - House trailer (temporary camp) for 

one month © $125.00 per month 


1 - Service truck for one month 


Rehabilitation & Repairs 


None


5113.110 ' 


11.7l.oO	 V 


125.00 


300.00
$3, 115.56-'







Labor and Supervision 


1 supervisor 2k days @ $25.00 


1 miner- 2k days $22.50 


1 mucker - 2k days @ $16.50 


1 utility man - 2k days @ $16.50 


Insurance & Social Security ® 15% 


Miscellaneous Supplies 


Blasting Powder, caps & fuse


$ 600.00 


5k0.00 


396.00 


________ 
1,932.00 


289.80-
$ 2,221.80-


160.00 


Oil and Gas for Compressor l50.00 


Oil and Gas for truck l50.00 ' 


Camp equipment - Dishes, utensils 100,00 


Bottled gas for heating and cooking 30.00
$	 590.00< 


Estimated Total Cost of Project $ 5,927.36
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11F-Of	 9 (June 1951)


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION


DMA 2l3IjX--Asbesto 


SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT


	


	
Frederick Du Montier

U8S Banyari St. 
Pasadena 3, Calif. 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 


WHEREAS, the undersigned is the holder of a mortgage, claim, lien, or. encumbrance identified 

and described as follows*: 	


1/ 
Laxice gX	 nfl --ampAsbestos Mire" 


upon that certain parcel of ground described in a certain Exploration Project Contract dated 



	


-- -5 ' ----------, 195L, between	 ricDJAJY1QfljjQr 


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
and the United States of America ; 


Now, THEREFORE, the undersigned does by these presents subordinate all of his right, title, and 
interest in said mortgage, claim, lien, or encumbrance to the right, title, and interest of the United 
States of America under the provisions of said Exploration Project Contract, and agrees that the 
lien and claim of the United States of America under the provisions of said contract shall be prior 
to the undersigned's rights under the provisions of said mortgage, claim, lien, or encumbrance; and 


The undersigned agrees to commit no act nor assert any right, title, or interest under said 
mortgage, claim, lien, or encumbrance that might contravene or conflict with the prior lien and 
claim of the United States of America under the provisions of said Exploration Project Contract. 


This undertaking and covenant shall be binding upon the heirs, successors, and assigns of the 
undersigned. 


	


Dated this ------a8tb.-----------------day of	 QYJjr---------------------------------------------, 195L 


*Include date of the Instrument, and if recorded, book, page, and county of record. 


1/ Not a recorded instrunient.
U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 	 1O-64581-2


DEPARTMENT OF ThE U1E11)fl 



Defense Ninerals Adminiefratlen



RECEIVED 


DEC 1.2 1951







•mv13	 PARTMENT OF THE INTER 
MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


APPION Ot AID FOR AN



EXPLORATION tOJECT PURSUANT TO 



MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER


Budgtft Bureau No. 42-R1035. 
Appr,val expires 6-30-51. 


DO NOT FILL IN THIS BLOCK 


Docket No. 


Date received 


DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950 	 Participation 


F—
Frederick DuMontier 
1185 Banyan, Street. 
Pasadena 3, California.


Name and 


__j 
0 	 address of 


applicant 


Date.Qtei,A,J&1 


FILL IN THIS BLOCK 


Date of application Qc.toher4,1951-------------------- Estimated cost	 Q247.5Q 


Mineral or metal -------- -Ashe&t^is.------------------------------- Percentage of Government participation 


Location of mine	 Inyo County, California. 


Date of filing MF-100 ------------------------------------------------------DMA Docket Number, if.available 


INSTRUCTIONS 


L 


Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government 
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application. 
Submit four signed copies of the application to Defense Min-
erals Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 
25, D. C., or to the nearest field executive officer thereof, with 
your name and address on each sheet of the application and 
all accompanying papers. If any question is inapplicable, or


if you cannot answer it, so state on the form. Where the 
space provided for answer is insufficient, answer ona separate 
sheet, annex it to the application form, and refer to it in . space 
for answer. If the application is approved, you will be pre-
sented with an exploration project contract on Form MF-200, 
for your signature. 


-	 THE APPLICANT All QuestionS answered on seperate 
*1. Is applicant an individual, partnership, or corporation? sheets in detail. 
*2. If a partnership, state names and addresses of partners. 
*3 If a corporation, state names and addresses of officers, directors, and five largest stockholders. 
*4• Describe the mining and general business experience of (a) the applicant, and (b) the person or persons who will manage the 


project. 
*5• Are you the owner or the lessee of the property? 
6. If owner, state what claims, liens, or encumbrances, if any, are against the property. 
7. If lessee, attach a copy of the.lease and state if it is in good standing. 


NOTE.—It will be necessary to procure and attach to the exploration project contract agreements of claimants, lienors, en-
cumbrances and lessors subordinating their interests in the property to the interest of the Government under the 
contract.	 S 


8. Furnish current financial statement, showing assets and liabilities, and a profit and loss statement. 
9. How much money is applicant prepared to invest in proposed project? Is it sufficient to pay your part of the cost of the 


project as detailed in question 23 of this application form, in accordance with the regulations on Government participation 
(Section 9 of Mineral Order 5)? 


*If you have already answered these questions on MF-100, you are not required to answer the questions for this application. 	 I6—M067-1







THE PROPERTY	 '	 - 
10. (a) Give a description of the real property that will be in any way involved in t e exploration project, including any existing 



mine or operating property.	 fl 


(b) Give the legal description of the exact parcel, plot, or area upon which the exploration is to be conducted. 
NOTE.—If both areas are the same, so state. The only obligation to repay the Government is from the net earnings from 


any commercial discovery made in. the area specified in (b) above in which the exploration is to be conducted, 
and the expenditure of funds which may be charged as costs of the project must be limited to that area or to 
work necessary to perform the exploration in that area. 


*11. State the present and former names of the property, if any. 
*12. State, in detail, the location of the property with reference to towns, railroads, roads, shipping points, including distances 


and directions and kinds and conditions of roads. 	 . 
*13. State source and quantity of water available for operations and its sufficiency at all seasons. 


'State amount of 6power to be used, rate per hour or other cost, and source. 
*14. Describe any existing useable facilities, equipment, buildings, or structure now on the property that will be devoted to the 


exploration work. 
15. State in 'detail how the ore could be shipped and how and where milled. 


*16. History:	 . 
(a) Give a statement, as complete as possible, of previous exploration, development, operation, and production of property, 


with reasons for any past suspensions of operations.	 . 
(b) State briefly the known history and production of adjoining and neighboring properties. 
(e) Furnish any available (private) reports that may apply to this application, including results of mine examinations, 


recommended exploration and development, and metallurgical investigations.	 ' 
*17 . Production: 


(a) If mineis in production, furnish the following informationi 


Grade or	 .	 Net valv..e 


	


Tons per day	 analysis	 Cost per ton	 per ton 
(1) Mining 
(2) Milling	 .	 .	 . 
(3) Shipped 


orsold	 . 
*18. Ore or mineral reserves (If property is or has been operating.)	 .. 


(a) Describe the ore or mineral deposits briefly. 
(b) Submit available maps and assay data. 	 '	 .	 .	 . 
(c) Give estimated tonnage and grade of each class of ore reserves. 


19. State any conditions or circumstances regarding the property not: sufficiently brought out by the foregoing questions. 


THE EXPLORATION 
20. For what mineral or minerals and for what types of deposits and ores will the ekploration be conducted? 
21. Describe briefly, but concisely,. the proposed work and the estimated time required to complete it. 


NOTE.—The Government will not participate in a project that will require more than 2 years to complete. 
22. Furnish statement of the geological basis of the project with particular emphasis on factors leading the operator to expect the 


finding of commercial ore bodies. This statement should be accompanied by supporting maps such as geological maps, maps 
of the proposed openings and assay maps, sample lists, and other pertinent data. 


THE REQUIREMENTS AND COSTS 
23. Tabulate in the form of an itemized statement with a sum for each item the estimated requirements and costs of the project s 


that the total will give the estimated cost of the project in which the Government will participate, as follows: 
(a) Labor, by numbers and classes (miners, muckers, millmen, etc.), with wages of each. 
(b) Supervisors, by numbers and positions, with salaries of each. 
(c) Cost of necessary repairs to existing facilities, structures, and buildings. 
(d) Cost of necessary installation or construction of additional facilities, structures, and buildings. 
(e) Cost of items of equipment, not now owned by the applicant which must be purchased for operations at a cost of $50 or 


more each.	 . 
(1) Cost of rental for equipment which the operator proposes to rent. 
(g) Rental value of items of equipment which the operator , now owns and which will be devoted to the work. 
(h) Cost of materials and supplies, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each. 
(i) Cost of power, water, utilities, and any other items not provided for above. 


24. Furnish a time schedule of the project, stated in terms of months after project is approved, showing progress expected to be 
accomplished and the money expected to be spent. 


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned conpany, and the official executing this certification on its behalf, hereby certify that the information con-


tained in this fOrm and acCompanying papers is correct and complete to the be t of th ir knowledge a belief. 


	


'	 -.(Name of company)	 (Signature of au orized o c a 


--------- -QctnberJ,9 --------------------------. 
(Date)	 .	 (Title) 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any department oragency 
of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


	


5 Same as footnote on page 1.	 16-64067-1	 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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APPLICATION FOR AID FORAN 


E)LORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO 
MINERAL ORDER , tThJDER DEFENSE 
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950 


The Applicant 


1. Partnership. 
2. Frederick DuMontier, 1185 Banyan St. Pasadena, Calif. 


S. K. Skartvedt, 8898 Madison Ave. La Mesa, Calif. Y ,I 3. Not a Corporation. 
" 4..(a) Frederick DuMontier; Mining and proceSsing Perlite for 


the past three years. Previous to that has been a Lal%ra-
tory Technologist for 20 years. 


c


	


	 S. K. Skartvedt; Some mining experience in the Black 
Hills of S.D. in 1938 & 39. For the past three years 
have been actively interested in mining and shipping 
Perlite from New Mexico. Have been operating machinery 
all my life. 


(b) W. V. Skin.er of Lone Pine, Calif. is operating the 
Ubehebe Lead Mine and The Pencil, & White Horse Talc 
Mines, in the Gold Belt area. He has been supervising 
and conducting the wOrk to date on this Asbestos Deposit 
in the Gold Belt Area. 


5. Owners. 
6.2,0o0.00 to be paid at the rate of 10% of the net profits 


without interest. 
7. Not applicable.	 - 
8. 3.0OO.0O Initial payment on the purchase of the original 


Claims. 
2,803.5Q Costo f exploration work done to date. 


-_--- 9.	 2,5OO.00 to 3,0O0.00 
10. Both the same. INDIJN CAJiIP ASBESTOSMINE, situated in the 


Gold BeitMining District, as per page336, Vol. 62, of 
Mining Location Records of saidInyo County, Calif. Also 
No 1, as recordedin volume 63, of Mining Locations, page 278. f 11. INDIAN CAMP ASBESTOS MINES. 
Former owners, William C. Thompson & Albert L. Deats. 


• Present owners, Frederick DuMontier & 8. K. Skartvedt. 
12. Starting from the Mine site; 18 miles of privately constr-


ucted (Truck road) to the Countyroad, 13 miles Saline 
Valley (County Road) to State Hy. 190. 27 Miles West on 
Hy. 190 to Keeler ) Calif. and 13 'iles further on Hy 190 
to Lone Pine Calif. (The nearest shopping town for supplies. 


13. Gold Belt Springs, unlimited süply the year around. 
Q	 --	 Approximately 6 Miles from Camp. This sOurce is developed 


and piped from two reservo irs. 
14.. None.	 • 
15. Ore shipped by Truck. Can be Milled in San Francisco, 


Sacramento or Los Angeles. (We would ship to Los Angeles.) 
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16.(JA) No ne. Discovered In April, of 1951. 
(b) A new area for Chrysotile Asbesto s. 
(c) A copy of the, report of the Diviion of Mines, State 


of California, herewith attached. 
Examination of th properties together with the 


report, has been forwarded •to your office by Mr. Victor 
.N. Poe, Geologist, U. S. Gov't. General Services Admin-
istration.	 -	 - 


•	 Mr. Poe submitted 'speOimens of the asbestos, which 
he took from the proppty. 


17. The Mine is not in production. 
18. Not operating. 
19. Every thing has been covered to the best of my knowledge. 


THE E)LORATION 
20.Asbestos (Chrysotile Spinning Fiber.) 


2i.Trenching, Drifting, Winze, Core Drilling, showing on the 
enclosed Mapa 
. Five -Months. One Month to set up Camp and procure Material 


and equipment, and four Months to do the work. 
22. Refer- The Bureau of Mines Report ;Paragraph 1. uote; 


(To my knowledge, your deposit is. the first of it kind 
with commercial possibilities to have been discovred 
in California.) 
After the following inspection of the property by Mr. 
Victor N. Poe, of your office and at his suggstiön 
we proceeded tthth the exploration wor and as a result of 


• trenching and drilling, we feel assured that commercial 
quantities of high grade asbestos spinning fiber can be 
developed on this property. At the time of Mr. Poe's 
inspection, three small slit trenches and two shallow pits 
( Disco very work), was all the showing we had. At present 
we have opened approximately O feet of trench connecting 
pits 1 and 2; as per Mr. Poe's suggestion. In this 
operationwe removed some three and onehalf tons of asbestos 
fiber. The accompening photographs of the area show asbestos 
in place, in the trench. Drilling and enlarging a pit 380 
feet, in a north easterly direction from the above described 
pit like 'vise has a good showing. 122 feet in a north westerly 
direction from the first pit has a good showing in the' drill 
holes.	 • 


This area has not been surveyed geologically, therefore 
there are no maps available. There are three other 
Chryso tile Asbestos discoveries' within a radius of 15 
miles of this original discovery, one of which we hold 
a claim to. 


Indian Camp Asbestos Mine 
F. DuMontier &'3..K. Skartvedt 
1185 Banyan St. 
Pasadena 3,' Cálfornia. 


L\
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REQUIREMENTS AND COSTS 


No 23. Proposed work to be accomplished. 
3 Winzes .20'	 deep @200.00 each'; 600.00 
1 Drift 120' @	 18.00 Per Ft. 2160.00 
1 Drift 200' @	 18.00	 "	 9 3600,00 
150 Ft. of Lateral Drifts	 4318,00 Per Ft. 2700.00 
500 ft. of Core Drilling	 @ 6.O0 Per Ft. 3000.00 


Services of a Geologist, Engineering, Physical 
Laboratory testing.	 1000.00 


(a) Miners, Muckers, Driverand Utility man, 
Carpenter. @ 15.25 Per Day 


Miners and Muckers are included in the cost 
estimates of the work proposed. 
Driver and Utility man 125 days @15.25 	 1906.25 


(b) Supervisor	 l5.25 125 days	 1906.25 
(c) Non existing 
(d) Temporary housing and sheds 	 300Q.00 


There is no available housing within 70 Miles 
of the site so this is vital. 


(e) 1 Service truck, general service, hauling water, 
supplies from town 2000.00 
1 combination air hammer 350.00 
1200 ft of mine track @20O.00 per ton 480.00. 
Track ties and spikes 100.00 
Miscelaneous hand tools 	 . 300.00' 
Mine timbers i000.00 
100 Ft of air hose	 @l.25 per Ft. 125.00 
Drill Steel and bits 150.00 
Pipe and fittings for air 180.00 
Water tanks, for hauling and storage 300.00 


(f) 1 Truck for hauling heavy equipment S 500.00 
1 Air Compressor & maintenance @ *00.00 Per Mo.1600.00 
1 Skip Loader & M.intenance..@ 	 375.O0 Per Mo. 1500.00 
10 Days Dozer work (80 Hrs.) @18.00 Per Hr. 1440.00 


(g) Nothing 
(h) This has been covered in the estimate under (a) 


for the housing and under (e) with hand tools. 
(i) Butane gas for cooking and lighting 5 Mo. 


20.00 per Mo.	 .	 . 100.00 
Maintenance for service truck.5 M. @	 50.00 250.00


No.24, First Month. Procuring all of the equipment to 
be bought and the housing & establishing of quarters. 
Arranging for the rental of the equipment & paying 
for the first Mo nth' s rent of said equipment. 
Total expenditure the first Month itemized on the 
following page. 


Total expenditure r the entire project 	 30,4r7O 
Indian Camp Asbestos Mine 
F. DuMontier & S. K. Skartvedt 
1185 Banyan St. 
Pasadena 3, California.


A 
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No 24 Continued. 


Labor of Supervisor and 3 men 25 days l525.00 
Material & equip. Quarters & sheds. 3000.00 
Service truck 2000.00 
Air Hammer 350.00 
1200 ft of. Mine track 480.00 
Rail Ties & spikes 100.00 
Miscelaneous hand tools 300.00 
Mine timbers 1000.00 
100 Ft. of Air Hose 125.00 
Drill Steel and bits 300.00 
Pipe and Fittings for ai± 180.00 
Water tanks for hauling and storage 300.00 
Truck hauling of heavy equipment 
Rental


500.00 
of Air Compressor	 1 Mo. 400.00 


-Rental of Skip Loader	 1 Mo. 375.00 
Butane Gas for Cooking and Lighting 1 Mo. 20.00 
Service truck Maintenance 1 Mo. 50.00 
Total Expenditure the First Month ll, 005.00 


Little or no progress in Mining expected the irst 
Month as the time is devoted to establishing the Camp 
site and acquiring the necessary equipment. 


Second Mo nth. 
10 Days Dozer work (80 Hrs.) @ 	 l8.00Per Hr. 4l440.00 


500 Ft. of Core Drilling © 	 6.00 Per Ft. 3000.00 
Mineing in Drift and Winze 3700.OQ 
Total expenditure 2nd. Month 8140.00 


Expect to •have all of the Core 
Drilling and Dozer Work completed also 25%of 
the under ground work done. 
Third Month 
Mining in Drift and Winze 3700.00 


25% of the underground work. Completed 
Fourth Month 
Mining and Winze 3700.00 


25% of the underground work completed


Fifth Month. 
Mining in drift and Laterals. 


Completing the entire project. 	 3702.50 


Indian Camp Asbestos Mine. 
F. DuMbntier & S. K. Skartvedt 
1185 Bañyan, St. 
Pasadena .3, California.


A 







GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


0ffioe for Southern California 
and Arizona, at Los Angeles 
Inspection Branch 
1031 S. Broadway Room 1010 
Los Angeles 15, California 


September 13, 1951 


Mr. Frederick DuMontier 
1185 Banyan Street 
Pasadena 3, California 


Dear Mr. DuMontier: 


Fr your information, we have received from our 
Consultant, the results of assays and samples of asbestos taken 
by me on July 12, 1951, from your Indian Camp Asbestos Min claims. 


The samples are found to hold a chrysotile type of 
asbestos of non-ferrous quality ranging in several grade lengths, 
including long-spinning fiber. Although all samples are weathered 
and stained from infiltration of surface water, the long, soft 
fiber found in these samples, even though stained, is suitable for 
our National Stockpiling program. 


I hope the above information is of value to you in your 
consideration of placing this mine on a production basis, and also 
that it gives you encouragement for additional prospecting as, it 
appears this area offers good possibilities of finding new deposits 
of perhaps greater comnrcia1 value. 


H


	


	 This letter is written at the suggestion of our San Fran-
oisco office.


Very truly yours, 


r21 
VICTOR N. POE, Inspector SCM 


cc: Mr. H. C. Maull, Jr. Director 
Purchase Division 
Emergency Procurement Service 
General Services Administration 
7th and D Streetà SW 
Washington 25, D.C. 


rv' RESTRICTED







0	 EARL WARREN	 0 GOVERNOR 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


DIVISION OF MINES 
HEADQUARTERS OFFICE



FERRY BUILDING. SAN FRANCISCO 11 


May 9, 1951


BRANCH OFFICE 
LOSANGELESI2 
STATE BUILDING 


211 W. YIRST STRUT. ROOM 402B 


DISTRICT OFFICES 
SACRAMENTO 14 


531 J STREET. ROOM 300 


REDOING 
CORNER CYPRESS AND LANNING AVENUES



P. 0. ROX 445


WARREN T. HANNUM 
DIRECTOR OP NATURAL RESOURCES 


OLAF P. JENKINS 
CHIEF. DIVISION OF MINES 


I.Ir. A. L. Doats 
c/o 1r. A. i'; Tobey 
11817 Kittridge 
llorth Hollywood, Calif. 


£)ear lir. )eats: 


Folloviin'; my telephone conversation viith you in 
L03 An;olos on Anrfl 20, I Visitod your asbestos deposit 
for a brief examination on April 23. .i.1 0 my 1:novi1ed;o your 
deposit is the first of its kind with con.c'cial possibilities 
to h:tv': i;oen discovered in California. 


s :rou probably a1rci.dy movi, this asbestos is the 
variety chrycotile, arid it occurs .n the contact iriota-
orniic zone of dolaiite wich was produced by the 


intrusion of tile underlyii syenite. Judc;tn by the 
evidence observable in your prospect pibs, chrysotile 
may possibly occur in a :nore or loss con 4;inuous "blanket" 
L'orr: situated a Levi feet abovc the syenite. 


.ibcrs from samples which. I colleccd were not of 
the ues cuaii , iivin 3orc'.1ha loss tensile seiiLh 
'1jjin Canadian or Arizona fibers. 	 he bull: of the obsorvod 
fiber:; ar.; "harsh", a trade tam; arliod to chrysctile 
libors viiiicli are not flexible enou:i to be woven. This 
cc;:diton is generally attributed to the presence of 
iInuH c.lcito crystals anon the fibers. however, 
"harsh" fibers arc more s;ablo ilan "soft" ones for 


1 1CW.:T uses other than spinnin, and arc especially desirable 
for	 c i 1 asbestos shin;los. 


One of the most si;nificant fcruros of your discovery 
is th:tt; it shows Lhat poto:'tially economic deposits of 
chr:rsotilo c.n occur in th. contact netcinordiie zone 
produced r s>-ciiite intrudLl 6olomitc. In any areas







U
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) 


Mr. A. L. )eaDs	 -2-	 I.:ay , 1951 


of the nortLn pat of t. Pa::riint ion:ans the scr:e 
bocIr of srenite has intruJ t: older rocks, includin; 
several do1o:itic friti s. 2hus t:.	 -c- of find-
im: other chr;::-otile depots	 u1d acar to be -ood. 


The )ivisJr. of .T1ne is ::akin' tc u?ver o:' asbestos 
occuncs in G	 fo:iiL., i1 ii. vi:-. be V r- r:uch 
apprciatcd r	 cu:d 1	 :::o c::ro etcLic .bout 
:our OUOSi.	 1e •1d 1i e o ko thc narie of -rour 
c1airi, nrn:c cf o. 'z	 --'c1f, .?heh	 or not 
TCU :Ir.V COiL a:: o2 '.iiC asc o. or tIO (.O1)Osi LS 
vfriole, an	 boht thc a be:tcs or c1airi. 


	


?harli:S verj- :iuch Lo ;(	 coopc".tion in tolling 
us of cur (iisCOvor: and a1ov'n	 o to visit ;our 
clairi, I plan to visit ;h	 ;'ca :.;aii: soon in cror 
to spend	 ti:iu e:aLiinin;	 hc ueposit. 


our: vcr: ;ruij, 


L J. 


	


S •	 ): c:. c.	 ::L:_5 


)alen ).	 Loe 
Junior irin	 oo'orit 


J:eh
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Docket DMA. 2l31x Asbestos 
Frederick Du Montier

1185 Banyan Street



Pasadena 3, California 


Revised Cost Estimate

November 27, 1951 


(Answers to questions on Form IiilF-l03, revised June 1951) 


1. (a) Gold Belt Mining District, Inyo County, California 
(b) Owners 
(c) Same 


2. (a) Asbestos 
(b) See D.M.A. Report by Geological Survey 


3. (a) The exploration program will be divided into two phases, 
with the work proposed in phase 2 dependent on favorable 
results from phase 1. A field check by a DMA represent-
ative will be made at the completion of phase 1 to assess 
the results of the work. 


Phase. 1


A. Sink a 100 foot inclined shaft at point "A'1 , shown on 
the attached sketch map. (See figure 2 ofthe DMA. 
examination report for geologic details). The shaft 
will be inclined 30 degrees from the horizontal and will 
follow the zone of long fiber asbestos. 


B. Drift northwesterly and southeasterly from the bottom of 
the shaft, to determine the continuity of the fiber zone. 
Drifting will total 150 feet. 


Phase 2 


Drill 21 diamond drill holes to look for the eastern extension 
of the fiber bearing material found in phase 1. Total length of 
holes will be 1800 feet. Actual location of holes depend on local 
conditions but all will be in the block shown on the map. 


Core drilling at $7.00 per foot ----------$12,600.00 


The owners have to guarantee 1500 feet of drilling to obtain 
a.contract, so if the drilling in the proposed area does not total 
this amount additional drilling can be done farther east. Fiber 
is found along the quartz monzonite contact shown on the eastern 
edge of Figure 2 (DMA report) so some drilling would be warranted 
in that area.


Phase 1 $28,739.36 
Total cost of Project --------- 	 2 12,600.00 


Total 4W1,339.36
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3. (b) Will start operations within 30 days and complete same 
within four months 


1.l.


5. None existing 


6. 2 House trailors far sleeping quarters at $1000.00 Ea. $2000.00 
]. Cook shack 12X20 ft. Frame construction with 


wood floor at $5.00 per sq. ft. 	 $1200.00 
($800.00 for material and $Li00.00 Labor) 


1 Tool shed framed and covered with galvanized sheet

iron. (If available.) $600.00 Material and 
$200.00 Labor	 $ 800.00 


1 Gas stove for cooking	 160.00 
1 Gas refrigerator	 250.00 
Dishes and cooking utensils 	 150.00 


7. (a) Rental Equipment 
1. Air Compressor, Monthly rental $250 .00 	 $1000.00 
2. Skip loader, per month $250.00	 1000.00 


(b) 1 Service truck •	 $2270.00 
1 Combination air hammer	 350.00 
100 ft. of air hose, at $1.25 per ft. 	 125.00 
Drill steel and bits	 150.00 
Pipe and fittings for air, 150 ft. at $1.00 	 150.00 
2 Galv. water tanks 250 gal. & 500, gal.	 300.00 
800 ft. of mine track at $200.00 per ton 	 320.00 
Track ties & spikes	 100.00 
Misc. hand tools	 300.00 
Mine timbers, 2000 ft. at $150.00 	 300.00 
1 Power winch for hoisting 	 1200.00 
2 Mining cars at $100.00 e. 	 200.00 


(c) None 


8 • 1 Miner, 100 days at $16.57 	 1657.00 
1 Mucker, 100 days at 16.5?	 1657.00 
1 Winch man, 100 days at 16.5? 	 1657.00 
1 Carpenter, 36 days	 16.57	 596.52 
1 Utility man, driiiing truck far supp1es . , water 


and general maintenance. 130 days $16.57	 215i.l0 
1 Supervisor	 130 days	 25.00	 3250.00 
Insurance and Social Security	 i5 of payroll	 16Li2.7b







. 


9. Bottle gas for Ref. & Stove 5 months at 20	 100.00 
Blasting powder, caps and fuse	 600.00

Hauling of heavy equipment from Los Angeles or places of 


procurement of same to mine	 500.00 
Gas, oil & maintanence of compressor 150.00 per no.	 600.00 
Gas, oil & maintenance of skip loader 1 25.00 per no.	 500.00

Gas, oil & maintenance of service truck for S months 


at 100.00 per no. 	 500.00 
Services of Geologist, Engineering, Physical laboratory 


tests, etc.	 1000.00 


10. (a) LL,200.00 
(b) Yes 


11. This property is 70 miles from the nearest town for any 
supplies and in a very remote part ofthe country. Even 
the town of Lone Pine, California is limited as to supplies 
and very often it will be required that we nay need to go as 
far as Los Angeles for many things. 


It will require a five mile haul for the entire water supply 
and all of the roads are very poor and hard to travel. There 
are no buildings available for rent or any place for anyone td 
stay closer than Lone Pine • This may explain some of the 


peculiar requests for some of the above items in housekeeping.
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to


NOTICE OF WAIVER OF GOVERNMENT' S INTEREST IN 
PROPERTY PAID FOR OR PURCHASED 1JJITH FUNDS 


CONTRIBUTED JOINTLY BY THE OPERATOR AND THE GOVERNMENT 


To: Frederick DuMontier and S. K. Skartvedt, Co-partners. 
li8 Banyan Street 
Pasadena 3, California 


Operator under Exploration Project 
Contract Idm-E2S3, Docket No. 
DMEA-2l3LiX, dated February S, l92. 


The United States of America, acting through the Depart-
ment of the Interior, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration, 
under the terms of the above-mentioned contract, hereby waives its 
interest in the camp equipment - dishes, utensils - purchased by 
you under the terms of the contract. 


Dated this lL.th. day of August •, l92 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


By 4V6 
H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer, 
DMEA Field Team, Region III 


Distribution of this notice was made as follows: 


Original arid 2 copies to Operating Committee, ]IIEA, Washington, D. C. 
1 copy to Operator 
1 copy- to Finance Officer 
1 copy to Field Team


RECEIVE. 0 


AUG 25 1952 


GENERAL COUNSEL 
DEFENSE MINEflAL 
ADMINISTpTION


[UJ2O 2


4,







OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATO
	


. 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


Office of

Executive Officer 



DMEA Field Team 
Region III


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


L -


1012 Flood Bldg. 
870 Market St. 


i 52	 San Francisco 2, Calif. 
J-	 jJ -


April 16, 1952 


Memorandum 


To:	 Frank L. Johnson, Chairman, Orating Committee, 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration, 
Interior Building, Washington 25, D. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, ThVJEA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Form IvtF-l01 Operator's Monthly Progress Report 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of progress report dated 


March 17, covering work that has been done by Frederick Lu Montier 


arid S. K. Skartvedt at the Indian Camp Asbestos Mine during the period 


February 15 to March 15, 1952, under Contract Idrn-E253, DMEA 213)4X. 


This report has been audited and rassed to the Treasury for payment. 


Two copies of inspection report of April 1, 1952, by 


John D. Warne, Mining Engineer, Bureau of Mines, Region III, are also 


enclosed herewith.


H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer, flvtA Field Team 
Region III 


Attachment 


CC E. H. Bailey, USGS
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Iasad*na, Jalifornia 
March 17, 1952 


United &ts tea Depart!sent t the Interior 
Defense Minerals &djnietz'stion 
Mr. A. 0. Johnøon, Chi.t, Mining Division, Region III 
Eurai of Mines, ?.O, Dox 1551 
R.no, Nev*4a


8i Docket L1EA - 2134 X (Asbestos) 
Exploration Project Contract I1)4-53 


Dear Mr. Johnson: 


Please find herewith cziadzip1icate report, Form M7-104, map 
end narrative relative to conpletioz of this contract. Phase one of 
a three 9h$S5 program autnitta4 lov.nb.r 27, 1951. 


Stripping has been aco*p1isbed in accordance with original 
epeifiøattOnø, rock overturdan drilled, b1sted snd dozed s'ay. 
Tha area stripped is in excess of the 410 foot specified, as in	 ly 


cutting we fornd fiber on the West'	 area as shown on 1; 


map.


This operation baa resulted in the exposure of asbestos bear 
ing zones in all of the stripped areas. The detailed report of which 
you will receive from exeninstien made by Mr. Johnson, geologist, from 
your ean Francisco office of Thireau of Mimes. 


We now feel that with further exploration the presence of a 
good sized body of asbestoe could be demonstrated for the following 


A. The size nd the extent of the exposure of high grade 
fiber, particularlj at the West and cutb West, as shown 
on the enclosed nap. 


B. The depth of the oonteot sons which baa been disclosed 
by stripping end drilling. 


During this operation we removed m*n y tons of fiber most of 
whiCh is stock piled at th. site now, some brought to Los Angeles 
should your engineer care to examine it. A specimen is being forwarded 
to your office.


Yours very truly, 


Frederick DuMontier 
1185 Banyan Street 
Pasadena , (a1if.
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.	 UN1TD STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 No. 2 Idm—E 
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION


,Q€J	 //• 


Name of Operator! 
Docket No. DMA 2334.X---


Total Contract Amount s5,927J6---------------
Government Participation: --------------90------------- % Amount, s..5,334..62 
Distribution of Expenditures for Month of .Febrary15Marchj.5,1952 --------------------------------------


STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL MINERAL EXPLORATION PROGRAM 

OPERATOR'S MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT 


Operators are to submit monthly reports to th& designated field 
representative of the Defense Minerals Administration. Reports are 
to be submitted in quadruplicate prior to the 15th day of the month 
following the reporting period. 


• Narrative.—A concise narrative description of progress made, results 
accomplished, and any unusual diffiiilties encountered is to be furnished. 


Maps.—Wherever possible, the narrative is to be ijiustrated with 
maps or sketches showing formations penetrated and location and assays 
of samples taken as well as advances in workings. In the case of diamond 
drilling or churn drilling, the location and inclination of holes is to be 
shown on a map; logs and assays also are to be submitted. 


Cost Accounts.—All applicable parts of this form are to be filled in. 
This report wifi form the basis for payments of the Government's par-
ticipating share of expenses. Audits of accounts may be made from time 
to time.


CERTIFICATION 


The undersigned company, and the official executing this certification on its behalf, hereby certify that the Information contained 
in this report is correct and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief. 


Naich -17,1952
	


Parth.er 


	


(Date)
	


(Title) 


NOTE.—Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any department or agency of 
the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.	 •	 - 


(N mejfflompany)	 (Signature o Authorized Official) F. DuRontier an b.. siartvedt


16-84088-3







Approved

Monthly Total


FOR GOVERNMENT USE ONLY 


Approved Totals	 Approved Totals 
Previously Reported	 To Date 


ITEM MONTHLY 
TOTAL


TOTALS PREVIOUSLY 

REPORTED


TOTALS TO

DATE


MONTHLY SUMMARY COST STATEMENT 


List as Shown on Exhibits Attached to Contract 


1. Fixtures and Improvements: 
(a) Facilities------------------------


(b) Buildings 


(c) Fixtures-------------------------


2. Operating Equipment: 
(a) Purchased'-----------------------


(b) Rented'.-----------------------
D7--Dozr---------------------------676.16----
AirCoprssor---------------'471tQQ 


125.00----
30000----


(c) Furnished by operator 


Houae--Tr*ilsr------------------


3. Rehabilitation and Repairs: 


Service--Truck------------------


(a) Facilities 


(b)	 Buildings-----------------------------------


(c)	 Installations------------------------------------
------------------- I------------------------------------


'' ': 1/;: 0


125.00--


76.16------
471.00------
-125.00------
--300.00---- -


-676.16-- - - 
---471.00----
---125.00----
---120.18----


18-64068-3 







ITEM MONTHlY 
TOTAL


(d) Fixtures 


4.	 Labor 3 	 ------------------------------3200.......................... 


6. Supplies * 


i6o.00 --------------------------
(c) Repair Parts..................... 
(b)	 Explosives----------------------


8. TransportationflOz*r-----------543.4D 


600.00.......................... 


........................ 
9. Insurance 


(a) Fire 


(a) Timber............................ 


300.00---------------------------


5.	 Supervision----------------------------


7. Power.................................... 


(c) Workmen's Compensation 


(d) OthePi1fldGai------ -


(5) Public Liability................. 


11. Other (specify)........................ 
130.00------


10. Contract Work-------------------------


-29.80....... 


C6miquipent---------------


TOTAL-------------------------------


Deletions--------------------------------------------
Adjusted totals--------------------------,


92746 ---


-------
--' Totals previously reported-----------------------


Totals to date----------------------------927.3& ------------------------------


13a20G----------------------------
6G0G----------------------------


160.00- , iO0' .......................... 


3oOO 300.00-----


---543.40---- --


-1332.00------
-600-.OG-------


13O.00 


-543-40-------


28-80-------


574?j52 - 


-5927.36------ - 747,52---------------------------- -


1,33.00: --
--SGG,OG--


--300,00-----


--543.40-----


--289,80-----


-430.00.----


752 


I sheet giving same 


N0TE:—Indicate that portion of supervisory, office, an4 engineering salaries that is chargeable to thie project. 	 ' 


contractor. 
showing complete wage and salary data or furnish copy of payro 


I Enter amount paid during month toward total' purchase price. 
2 Payments for rental of equipment or prorated depreciation on equipment owned by 
3 Submit copy of the Social Security form filed under the Old Age Insurance system 


data.


-. - 


MON*Y SUMMARY COST 'ATEMENTntinued 


TOTALS TO 
- DATE


Foil GOVERNMENT USE OHlY 


Approved	 Approved Totals	 Approved Totals 
Idonthly Total	 Previously Reported 	 To Date 


TOTALS PREVIOUSLY

REPORTED


APW714 1952 


//	 I 71' 
164OG8-3	


AMhordCcrif,-,- rw 


(:	 (1(( 


I ( I	 7 j 
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Checkedby-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Entered by ----------------
Approved by 
Amount' approved for payme t 
Remarks............................................................................... 







COSTS 


Equipment 2 Supplies Other3 Total Unit 


352796
289jC 


7i16---- - -- --
9O.00----


22193,%---- ------2Z5( ---Peet---


---


93b.7 t74?.b2
---leet---


Wagds I and

salaries 


1932.00 


)ffice salaries in pi 
lot exclusively for 
above) are more 
niles, etc.


oportion to man-shifts of direct labor. 
one type of job (Such as compressors) against authorized units of work in each category. 
han 25 percent of the total expenditures, a breakdown of this item should be made.


Units this	 Units pre-
month	 viously re-


ported 


J41Q


i6-04i)


Units to date 


J4iQ 


----410---- -


35-3	 U. S. GOVE 


EXPLORATION UNIT COST AND PROGRESS REPORT FOR MONTH OF Z15to31552 
(Supply Data Below Applicable Only to Your Operations)


/ 


PROGRESS4	 - 


ITEM 


Drifting__________________________________ 
Crosscutting----------------------------
RaJsing-----------------------------------
Shafts------------------------------------
Winzes-----------------------------------
Drill holes-------------------------------
Overburden-----------------------------
Rehabilitation and preparation 
Geology and geophysics 
Trenching-------------------------------
Sampling and assaying 
Roads and trails-----------------------
TesLpits---------------------------------
Other (specify)-------------------------


TOTALS. ----------------------------


I Prorate supervisory, engineering, and 
2 Prorate charges for equipment that is i 


Where entries in the "Other" column 
4 Specify whether feet, cubic feet, acres,


Units authorized by 
contract (Exhibit A) 


.410---------


410-


1NMENT PRINTING OFFICE 











ja J ( Je ye7) 


,47	
J.	 /54) '7







• f 


_________	 C' - #"'/D 


e. s 


________ - 7 


'c' 74


z'/	 7-?" 4ri' %d 
734/ Cr7L ___________ 


c?/p /'?' ____________________ 


22' c75,€ (1MQ_ ___________ - 


p!4' p'o -4 __________________-


_Jc__ i / r - .	 57E!	 0 


-,	 c _ l3 


) ?4Z7 $-


/ '7	 '	 Ac.- cy	 /r2 7' M/r	 A% t7 


__________________________________________ 


E,':;;/	 72 9 ,^4?;/ -/ lZ—c4 J/ / S 2 


/	 /5kc' 


4y flJ:;d4? 'ei	 Ze 


03
A'M, 


-,4e7 '4r /


7'7 


- 
________________________________


7/7


41	 v)/'z7e 















Audited	 WORKtA.LSIS SHEET DNEA PROJECT 	 ACtUal Cost 


Certified .	 Analysis as of jv- 2-	 Agreed Unit Costs 


Name	 Docket No 0 ___________ 


tte	 Co'raodity ,	 Io r 


AUTI)RIZED	 COMPLETED OPERATION	 ===- -=--	 T COST 


Drifting & Crosscutting. 


Raising	
1



hts 


Wines	 . 


Drilling 
(Specify) 


Surface Excavation 


Underground Excavation 


Roas and Trails 


erating Equipment Purchased 


Surface Rehabilitation & Repairs 


Underground Rehabilitation 


Nw Buildings Improvexnenta etc0 


Other (Specify)


\\ /.


11111.I 1111 


Totals
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REGION Ili 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


	


$TATUS OF DA CONTRACT 	 - 


Indian Camp Asbestos Nine	 DOCKET NO. DMEIA- 213IX	 _____ 
c oar	


_ç__.)__ 


Frederick DuNontier & S. K. Skartnedt
	


PROJECT CONTRACT IJJM-E 253 
OPERATOR 


COST	 PROJECT $ 5,927.36 -	 GOV'T PERCENTAGE 


TOTAL GOV'T PARTICIPATION $_5,33I,62_____ 


REI1v1BURSEIvtNTS 


MONTH YEAR	 GROSS INVOICED AMOIThJT PAID D.O. yOU. NO. DATE	 flALJ.CE



Feb.l5to 
March 15, 1952 $5,927.36	 $5,172.77	 252871	 14/17/52 $161.85 


(suspended $179.81i. - to be reclaimed) 	 - 


ACTIVE	 ______ 


COMPLETED	 [J 
TERMINATED	 ____
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
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June 26, 1952 
9:55 A. N. 


Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, Chief, Non-Metallic Minerals Division, calling 
Senator Milton R. Young. 


Re: Docket No. DMEA-2134 - Asbestos 
DuNontier & Skartvedt 
Indian Camp Asbestos Mine 
Inyo County, California 


Mr. Houk: Senator Young this is Mr. Houk of DMEA. I have talked with Mr. 
Mittendorf and it looks like it will take a little time. Let me 
call you back today or tomorrow. 


Senator Young: Ok, fine, thank you. 


Mr. Houk: Thank you.


June 26, 1952 
1:25 P. N. 


Mr. Houk calling Senator Young 


Re: above subject. 


Mr. Houk: I have investigated and find that we are not permitted to give that 
information out on the Skartvedj'asbestos. Skartvedt was here today 
and talked with him for about an hour. 


Senator Young: Do the best you can, that is all you can do. 


Mr. Houk: I tried to be as helpful as I could. 


Senator Young: If anything turns up here you can give mxa him a lift, I will 
appreciate it. 


Mr. Houk: P11 do my best.







(I


.


	 I June 26, 1952 
9:43 A.M. 


Senator Milton R. Young, (New Dakota) calling Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, 
Chief, Non-Metallic Minerals Division 


Re: Docket No. DMEA-2l34 Asbestos 
DuMonbier &	 e t 
Indian Camp Asbestos Mine 
Inyo County, California 


Senator Young: Mr. Skartvedt is coming in to see you today. 


Mr. Houk:	 He was in yesterday. That is a new area in California and we gave 
them a loan of 5,OOO to explore and the work was carried out 
satisfactorily and we sent a specialist from the Survey to make a 
survey and there was no possibility of making a satisfactory dis-
covery. 


Senator Young: Can I have a copy of the Survey report? 


Mr. Houk:	 This is the first request I have had and if it is possible I will send 
it to you. 


Senator Young: You mean they are going to end it now and not do anything more for it? 


Mr. Houk:	 This ends it as far as we are concerned and this ends it we have spent 
5,OOO and from the report it doesn't look as though we can expect to 


get a large amount of asbestos. I will contact Mr. Mittendorf and see 
if it is possible to get you a copy of that report. 


Senator Young: I have heard from other sources that it seems he can expect to get more. 


Mr. Houk:


	


	 The reserve figures show that it would not be #âfiii while to spend 
additional Government funds. If DuMontier and Skartvedt think it is 
promising, I suggest they spend, private capital. 


Senator Young: He is coming back to see you. See if you can give him any help. Will 
you give me a ring. 


Mr. Houk:	 Yes, I will call you as soon as I have seen Mr. Mittendorf about the report. 
What is your extension? 


Senator Young: Extension 1135. 


Mr. Houk:	 Thank you.











UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


June 5, 1952 


Memorandum 


REVIEW OF SPECIAL FIELD TEAM REPORT ON APPLICATION DNEA-2134, 
Contract Idm-E.. '253 (Chrys otile). 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Non-Metallic Minerals Division, DMEA. 
From:	 J. J. Norton, U. S. Geological Survey. 
Applicant: Dumontier and Skartveldt. 
Name of property: Indian Camp. 
Location of property: Inyo County, California. 
Date of field team report: May 22, 1952 
Authorship of field team report: A. F. Shride. 
Field team's recommendation: 


Do not continue exploration project. 
Comments: None. 
ACTIC SUGGESTED: 


Follow field team recommendation. 


J. J. Norton


: 'jj	 1ut 


5 B52


;	


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


t5tiji 
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASH If	 ' c
	


1012 Flood Building 
fc	 ;:h
	 870 Market Street 


San Francisco 2, Calif. 


JUN2 1952
	


May 27, 19S2 


Memorandum 


To:	 Frank E. Johnson, Chairman, Cerating Committee, Defense 
Minerals Exploration Administration, Washingtonl, D. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Docket DIV]EA-2l3Lj. (Asbestos), Frederick DuMontier and 
S. K. Skartvedt, Indian Camp, California 


Reference is made to your subject letter to me dated 
March 27, l92, requesting certain information on the subject 
property and telling us that Mr. A. F. Shride was to make an examina-
tion of the property. 


Mr. A. H. Shidester and Mr. Shride visited the Indian 
Camp Asbestos deposit on May 13, l92, and there are attached four 
copies of a report, "Inspection and Appraisal of Work Accomplished 
under Exploration Project Contract IdinE2S3", by A. F. Shride, 
Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey, dated May 22, 192. It is noted 
from the report that Mr. Shride strong1 recommends that no further 
exploration be done at the property. Although the report may be 
longer than desirable, in view of the past history of this project 
lengthy descriptions seemed justified. 


The questions you posed in your March 27 letter have been 
answered wherever it was in Mr. Shride's province to do so. 


In a confidential memorandum dated May 22 to the DMEÔ Field 
Team, on the competence of the operator, Mr. Shride stated as follows: 


"During nry visit to the Indian Canp asbestos deposit 
I met only S. K. Skartvedt of the partnership, DuMontier 
and Skartvedt. From Skartvedt's comments I would judge 
that he is the active partner. 


I was favorably impressed with Skartvedt's sincerity 
in exploring the deposit, and in hoping in the future to 
exploit the deposit. However, it is obvious that kartvedt 
has very little knowledge of asbestos mining, milling, or 
marketing. I doubt that he could adequately supervise hand 
cobbing and grading of fiber.







"Unfortunately most of Skartvedt's information 
on asbestos milling and marketing has.apparently been 
derived from conversations with two promoters, both 
personally known to n as unreliable sources of advice. 


Mr. Shride has representative samples of the asbestos iivtuich 
he states can be transmitted to Washington if desired. He doubts, 
however, if such transmittal is necessary. 


H. C. Miller 
lExecutive QLficer 
DMEA. Field Team, Region III 


Attachment 


Copy to E. H. Bailey, USGS
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EDERICK DUMONTIER D S • K. SKARTVEDT 


INDIAi CA1VIP ASBESTcS DEP6IT

INYO COUNTY, CAlIFORNIA 


fl1EA-2l31i.

CONTRACT Idiii--aS3 


Inspection and Appraisal oC 
1ork Jccomplished Under Exploration Project 



Contract Idm-E-253


ju; 2 1E2 


By 
A. F. Shride 


Geologist, U. S. Geologtcal Survey
evtrzed t5y 


May 22, 19S2'	
D!IEA O?EMATING COMMITTEE 


dat.
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SUARY D CONCLUSIONS 


The writer believes that exploration done under Stage 1 


of DI€A Contract Idm-E2S3 was warranted because the original asbestos-


bearing outcrops probably suggested a potential of low-iron chrysotile. 


However, sufficient exploration has now been done to indicate the 


geologic habit and potential of the Indian Camp deposit. Further 


exploration is not warranted for the following reasons: 


1. No more than 2 or 3 times the 60-70 tons of all grades 


of soft fiber inferred in the following report generously could be 


hoped to result from further exploration work. 


2. All fiber exposed by future exploration can be expected 


to be deleteriously weathered and therefore of dubious marketability. 


3, Based on analor with asbestos-bearing zones in arizona 


that contain conparable amounts of fiber, the ore of the Indian Camp 


deposits is marginal as to mining width, even if the asbestos were of 


good quality. 


Ii,. Insufficient reserves potentially exist to warrant a. mill 


on the property. 


. Mining costs and transportation would be higher than in 


the Arizona area even if a mill were warranted. Shipment to a. custom 


mill of fiber of the Indian Camp type is not feasible economically. 


Therefore it is recomnended that the contract Idm-E2S3 


under Docket DA. 2l31. be terminated. 


1
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INTRUTION 


On Nay 13, 1952:, A. H. Chidester and A.. F. Shride of the 


Geological Survey, visited the Indian Camp asbestos deposit in the 


company of S. K. Skartvedt, one of the partners parbicipating in 


exploring the deposit under DI€A. Contract Idm-E2153. 


As R. F. Johnson's previous reports adequately describe the 


general geolor of the Indian Camp deposits, the following geologic 


descriptions are not complete but are merely supplementary. The 


exploration trenches have been further cleaned since Jomson's March 


visit so that a good deal more information is now available. 


GEOGY 


It is very likely the asbestos bearing zones were much 


better exposed during the writer's visit than during any previous visit 


by Government examiners. R. F. Jomson, during a previous examination 


of the area, made an excellent geologic map of the area (see map 


included with Johnson' s report of March 2:7, 1952.). Johnson' s . inter-


pretation that the host for the asbestos is a thin pendant of dolomite 


in a quartz monzonite intrusive is the most likely interpretation. 


Exposures probably made since Jornson 's March examination suggest that 


most of the dolomite, east of the stripped area shown on Johnson's 


map, exists as a thin plate, a f feet to perhaps 20 feet thick 


resting on the monzonite. Due to poor exposures and to the massive 


character of the recrystallized dolomite it is impossible to determine 


the attitude of the sedimentary rocks with certainty but it is likely 


that under most of the bill (shown on Johnson's map) the dolomite 


monzonite contact is essentially concordant and the dolomite beds are 


more or less flat-lying.
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In the vicinity of the stripped area and to the west of that 


area the dolomite probably exists as a somewhat thicker (than the dolo-


mite to the east) narrow wedge bordered on the north and south by 


high angle contacts with the monzonite. Except in the vicinity of this 


w.edge the vertical distance to the underlying monzonite is probably 


not more than a. few feet. At point "A 9 (Johnson' s map) a trench and 


pit expose a section of dolomite approximately 1S feet thick, without 


exposing the contact between the dolamite and the mono nite. 


ASBESTOS DEPOSITS 


The asbestos occurs as cross-fiber veins in serpentine zonea 


that essentiafly parallel, with one possible exception, the contact 


between the dolomite and the monzonite. Along the peripheries of the 


dolomite outcrop the serpentine zone is in the dolomite a few inches to 


a. few feet above the contact of the dolomite and the monzonite. 


East of the stripped area the asbestos serpentine zone is 


essentially flat-.lying or dips slightly to the west, and probably 


everywhere is not more than a few feet above the dolomite-quartz 


monzonite contact. In the vicinity of the "L' shaped trench near 


Pit D (Johnson's map) the quartz monzonite underlies the asbestos'-


serpentine zone at a depth of a few inches to 2 or 3 feet.	 Very


likely Johnson did not have the exposures reqj.iired to see this relation 


when he mapped the area. 


In the vicinity of the stripped area (which includes areas 


"A" and "B" on Johnson' s map) and to the west of 'this area an upper 


asbestosserpefltifle zone, which is probably the same as that exposed. 


in the eastern area. described in the above paragraph, dips, in general, 
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a. few degrees to the west. At "A n (Johnson' a map). a. trench and pit 


expose a lower, roughly parallel, asbestos-serpentine zone which is 


6 to 8 feet below the upper zone. This zone was not exposed at the 


times of Johnson's examinations. The zones of this area. are the 


possible exception to the generalization that the asbestos-.serpentine 


zone parallels the dolomite-quartz monzonite contact. 


Although the asbestos-serpentine zones of the Indian Camp 


deposit in general are flat-lying or dip only a few degrees to the west, 


in detail the zones digress from this attitude and locally dip as 


much as 300 as described in Johnson's report of November, 19S1. The 


asbestos-serpentine zones probably were developed along irregular 


fracture zones, thus the diversity in attitudes. ZOnes such as these, 


which in general are fl4t ..lying, but in detail vary greatly in attitude, 


would be very difficult to follow with mine workings. 


DESCRIPTION OF .ASBESTOS EXPCSIJRES 


.kt point LtAII (Johnson' a map) atrench and pit expose the lower 


zone over an area. 6 x 12. feet. In the western end of the exposure 


the asbestos-serpentine zone dips proximately 20° to the east; at 


the eastern end of the exposure the zone dips 100 to the west. This 


is a good emuple of the previously mentioned diversity in attitudes 


of the asbestos zones. This serpentine zone ranges from 6 to 10 inches 


in thickness and includes asbestos veins totaling 1 to ) inches in 


thickness. The cumulative thickness of the chrysotile veins averages 


approximately a inches:. 


The upper fiber zone in the vicinity of point "A" is exposed 


by the trench and outlying pits over much of the area thown as 


stripped on Johnson' s map. In the vicinity of point I$AW the serpentine 


zone is 6 to 12 inches thick and contains chrysotile veins; 
14
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totaling 1 to Ij. (averaging l inches) inches in thickness. 


AU the fiber in the vicinity of 9AT is soft. The lawer 


one. where exposed includes perhaps 10 to 20 percent of spinning grades; 


of fiber. Nost of the long fiber was developed where the zone changes; 


attitude; toward the edges of the pit very little of the fiber is of 


spinning lengths. Soft fiber is exposed continuously in the upper 


zone over an area approximately 30 feet long and 15 feet wide;; very 


little of this fiber is of spinning length; perhaps a small percentage 


might be recoverable as Group 3 fiber. 


In all other exposures, other than those in the vicinity of 


point	 (Johnson' s map) the asbestos is harsh; s me is extremely 


harsh and brittle. Harsh fiber is exposed in the greatest amounts in 


the bulldozer trench that isnorth of the stripped area. This trench is 


along a dolomite-quartz monzonite that probably dips steeply southward. 


The greatest quantities of asbestos were probably developed along this 


contact because of local disruption and fracturing of the dolomite by 


the intrusion of the monzonite. 


In this trench a pit about 25 west of point RB" exposes 


a. 2 feet thick serpentine zone that includes veins of harsh fiber 


totaling 1 to 6 inches. At the time of the writer's visit no fiber was 


visible in the trench to the southwest of this pit, although a part of 


the serpentine zone is intermittently exposed the length of the trench. 


However, Johnson dbserved fiber in one place in this interval (see 


map) and the miners state that sane harsh fiber had been exposed. 


Ixmuediately north of point tlBtt in the trench in the 25 foot interval 


noted by Johnson a 12 to 30 inch thick serpentine zone includes harsh 


fiber veins totaling 1 to 3 inches. Between ttBt and htCtt in this 
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trench Ii. pits and the better exposed parts of walls of the trench 


expose a 1 to 2: foot thick serpentine zone that includes traces of 


harsh asbestos to veins totaling 1 inch in thickness. Apparently the 


asbestos 'decreases in amount toward the northeast end of the trench. 


At the northeast end of the trench that is adjacent to Pit 


1,D11 veins of very harsh fiber totaling 1 to 3 inches in thickness. are 


at the top of an 18 inch thick serpentine zone. The bottom of the 


serpentine zone at this place is against quartz monzonite. At the 


west end of this trench and in the remaining trenches plotted on 


Johnson's map veins of harsh fiber totaling as much as 1 inch in' 


thickness are: intermittently exposed. In most places in these trenches 


there are only traces of fiber or the serpentine zone is not fully 


exposed. Although no fiber was exposed in pit "D" at the time of the 


examina'-tion, a. pile of fiber said by the applicant to have come from 


this pit contained blocks of serpentineasbestos in which the fiber 


veins totaled 8 inches in thickness. This fiber is very harsh. With 


the exception of some of the harsh fiber exposed in part of the north-' 


western trench that is immediately adjacent to point htB1t aU of the 


harsh fiber exposed is short. 


In the eastern part of the area. the contact between the 


dolomite and the monzonite is within a few feet of the outcrop; there-' 


fore there is little likelihood that a lower asbestos zone exists under 


much of the Indian Camp hill. In the vicinity of the stripped area 


that includes tIA and 1t.BlE the 'edge t' of dolomite in monzonite y 


extend several feet or tens of feet in depth before terminating at 


depth the depth of this extension is not predictable from present 


exposures. Therefore other asbestos zones might exist at depth in 
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this area. However, it is also possible and perhaps probable that the 


lower zone exposed at tVJ1I is a. metamorphic zone indicating that the 


contact with monzonite is not far below the lower zones and that the 


dolomite wedge is abruptly terminated at depth. If further e4qD1oration 


were contemplated it would be reasonable to extend the pit at "A" 


downward as a shallow shaft or to put a shaft down between points A" 


and 'B 1' to test for other zones. 


Skartvedt stated that asbestos float had been found on a. 


higher hill a few hundred yards east of the Indian Camp deposit. He 


did not know that any asbestos-bearing outcrops had been found and did 


not know where the float had been found. Therefore this area was 


not inspected. Skartvedt would like to have exploration done in this 


new area.; without better information, than Skartvedt could furnish such 


a. proposal is not justified. 


QUALITY OF THE .ASBESTCS 


Except in the vicinity of point "A" all of the asbestos 


exposed is h sh • All of the asbestos, including that near "A" j 


much weathered. Local pockets of the soft fiber are comparatively 


little decomposed. ETher of these pockets is of good tensile strength. 


However, such fiber makes up a veiy small pcentage of the fiber 


in the zone and it probably could not be saved separately. In mining, 


an appreciable portion of the fiber would be lost on blasting because 


of the weathered character. In milling much of the weathered long 


fiber would break because of loss of tensile strength due to weathering. 


All of the mill product would be dirty due to the weathering products 


admixed with the fiber. The zone of weathering probably extends to such 


a depth that all the fiber that might be found as extensions of the two 


known zones would probably be of poor quality. 
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BESERV 


Optimistically l50-aO0 tons of mill rock containing 60-70. 


tons of soft fiber might be inferred from present exposures. This 


tonnage is calculated by extending the fiber zone 2S feet laterally in 


all directions from the area in which soft fiber is exposed by pits 


and trenches, and by using the average thickness of the asbestos veins 


in the exposures. It is probably optimistic to use these thicknesses, 


because the pits are in the geologically most favorable areas for 


asbestos localization. Perhaps 20 tons of this fiber might be considered 


as indicated ore. Of the 60-70 tons probably not more than S-8 tons 


might be spinning grade fiber recoverable by hand cobbing. Recovery 


of spinning grade fiber by milling would probably be a lesser tonnage. 


Because of the state of weathering of the fiber it is doubtful that arr 


of the fiber would be marketable to the stockpile. Reserves of harsh 


fiber are not calculated because the fiber is probably not minable or 


marketable under axr circumstances at present conceiveable. 


The deposit has not been thoroughly explored, however it is 


not probable, because of the geometric limitations of the dolomite host 


rock by the quartz monzonite intrusive and the geometric limitations 


imposed by known areas that contained harsh fibers that further exploration 


of the two zones already exposed, would block out more than 2 or 3 times 


the 60-70 tons of soft fiber already inferred. 


If zones exist below those already eposed, such zones would 


be limited by the monzonite intrusive to small lateral extent. Arj 


fiber found in arr zone will probably be weathered.
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FUTURE OF THE DEPCSIT 


If the fiber exposed in this deposit were all of good 


quality - that is, all soft and umeathered - it would be marginal ore 


by Arizona asbestos district economics, The Indian Camp asbestos-


bearing zone would be more difficult and expensive to mine than zones' 


in the Arizona district that contain comparable amounts of fiber 


because of the varying attitudes of the zone and because the host rock 


of the Indian Camp deposit is blocIr and likely to require considerable 


timbering. Transportation costs would be much greater than in the 


Arizona district. 


There are insufficient reserves inferred in the Indian Camp 


deposit to warrant the construction of even the simplest mill to 


recover crude fiber. This would be true even though future exploration 


proved several times the reserves inferred above. Such reserves are 


not likely. The above statement is based on the assumption that all of 


the soft fiber would be amenable to milling without deleterious breaking 


of the fiber. The fiber is decomposed enough due to weathering and 


weathering products impregnate the fiber to such an extent that 


probably very little spinning length fiber would be recoveredby milling. 


The writer saw a sample of the best fiber that had been 


processed in a fiberizing mill; this product contained a good deal of 


extraneous material, as might be expected. The market for such off-' 


quality asbestos is limi1d. 


Fiberizing mills to treat short fiber do exist in the 


Los Angeles area. Skartvedt stated that to his knowledge there are 


no facilities in California for milling ore which contains spinning 


grades of fiber. Therefore the Indian Camp ore could only be shipped 
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to the Globe, Arizona area for milling. The ore exposed and that 


already stockpiled cannot be econcanicafly shipped several hundred 


miles for milling. 


The writer believes that exposures are now adequate so that 


the geologic habit and degree of probable mineralization can be 


determined, and that further exploration for this purpose is not 


justified. It is probable, by geologic analogy to other deposits of 


the Indian Camp type, that the asbestos-serpentine zones exposed in the 


area stripped (the ttAtV .. 1,B11 area of Johnson a map) represent the most 


intensely mineralized area of the Indian Camp deposit. Therefore, 


although the deposit has not been completely explored, previous 


exploration has probably 'exposed a representative part of the most 


highly mineralized ground. Exploration in other parts of the area has 


been sufficient to expose representative areas of the poorly mineralized 


dolomite.


BEVIE OF PAST PLORATION 


Because most of the fiber found in a geologic environment 


like that of the Indian Camp deposit is usually low in iron and 


therefore of strategic significance, and because the original out-' 


crops contained sufficient fiber to be suggestive of some potential 


the writer believes that the past expenditure of funds by the Defense 


1Iinerals Exploration Administration has been warranted. However, 


sufficient exploration has now been done to indicate the nature of this 


particular deposit. It should be noted that the applicant has 


adequately carried out the first stage of the exploration work as 


contracted.
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CONCLUSIONS 


Continuation of this eqloration project into the second 


stage is not warranted for the following reasons: 


1. Reserves that might be eected (under the most 


optimistic reasoning) to be blocked out will be insufficient to 


warrant the building of a mill. 


2. The fiber is of very- poor quality, therefore of law 


value, and the ore cannot bear the costs required for mining and 


shipping to a custom mill. 


3. Some hand specimens obviously are of strategic quality; 


however, little or none of the fiber could be recovered as strategic 


quality fiber, except by meticulous hand sorting at prohibitive costs. 
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NISCELL1NEOUS INFORMATION 


Production


Mr. Frank E. Johnson of D1A. has requested production data 


for the Indian Camp deposit. Skartvedt stated that about l tons of 


cobbed mill rock has been transported to Los Angeles. Probably 5 to 
10 tons of mill rock is piled at the deposit. Other than a small 


test lot of mill rock put through a fiberizing mill in Los Angeles, 


none of the ore has been milled. None has been marketed. 


Drilling Proposal 


Diamond drilling has been considered as a method of testing 


the Indian Camp deposit. Because of the open character of the 


dolomite and the porous character of the ore zones, drilling would not 


be technically feasible. Core recovery in the ore zie would probably 


be very poor. In addition, the writer believes that it would be 


difficult to interest a drill contractor in the small amount of 


footage that would be required to test the deposit. 


Like Deposits in Adjacent Areas 


The writerts adverse comments on the Indian Camp deposit 


should not be construed to condemn deposits of like geologic habit 


in adjacent areas, if such deposits come up for consideration. If 


mineralization is more intense and widespread, chrysotile of like 


habit may be of interest because of the la iron content and possible 


high percentage of spinning grades of chrysotile.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


1012 Flood Building

870 Market Street 


San Francisco 2, California 


April 30, 1952 


Mr. Jay L. Chambers, Chief 
Contract Administrative arid 


Audit Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D • C.


grS?


1Pk( 5 '952 


Re: Docket DNEA-2l3IjX (Asbestos) 
Project Contract IDN-E--253 
Frederick DuNontier and 
S. K. Skartnedt 


Dear Mr. Chambers: 


Enclosed please find a report on the status of this contract 


as requested in your letter of April 21, 1952. 


Sincerely sours, 


S. Ricker, for 
H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer 
DNEA Field Team, Region III 


Enclo sure
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF' THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


G-MD-JJN 


April , 1952 


Memorandum 


REVIEM OF FINAL FIELD TEAM REPORT ON CONTRACT Idm-E253 (DNEA_ 
2134, asbestos).. 


To:	 Non-Metaflic Minerals Division, DI1EA. 
From:	 J. J,, Norton, U. S. Geological Survey. 
Applicant: Dumontier and Skartvedt. 
Name of property: Indian Camp. 
Location of property: Inyo County, California. 
Field team's reconunendation: 


Not clear. R. F. Johnson seems to incline toward the 
opinion that underground exploration at locality "A" 
is warranted. H. C. Miller doubts that further Govern-
ment aid is justified. 


Comments:
A. F. Shride and A. H. Chidester are planning to visit 
this property the last week in April or the first week 
in Nay. 


ACTION SUG(STED: 
Wait until after the Shride-Chidester examination before 
taking further action. 
The field report seems to indicate quite clearly that any 
additional reserves that are likely to be found would almost 
certainly be very small; consequently, additional explora-
tion is not justified. 
The field report shows that reserves of short fiber asbestos 
were discovered during this exploration. This seems to call 
for a certification of discovery. 


/ / C. J. Norton


A1 11 52







	


I .	 I 
A. G, Johnson, h.is.4 14.ning Div., Vsgioi III 	 April 1, 1952



John . Warns, inin Erzinser, Butesu of 1Ltxs, Eel. lfl 


Docket Di,A'2]34X (Asbestos) izpIoration Project i 'ontract Ii-E5?, 
Fredrick u 2Ionti,r atkt S. K. 3krtYedt, Ce.p 1 exws, L185 Bwyon 
3tteet, ?asaIena, attornia, 


Field insp.cticn of this ccp1eted exploration pmjsct was 
made hy ie on tarch 25 and 26, 1952.	 S. K. Skart\r.dt, 0opart.ner,r 


•	 and co-owner ot the 4ne pz prty accoinpatiied ne to the it*. AU ta 
which i*, no aail*b1 Mnd which is pertinent to the contract is listed 


•	 be1OW	 : 


A. zzlw'ation sork 
_._.rL	 -	 --- ---ru--. L_-rutjI--


About 410 test, or core, of buUdoser tranehes were 
•	 .cavated slor, or nar the outcrop of the ubeste bearing tone as 


stipulated bi the contract (as sbwn b r the attached sketch eibidtted 
by the partnership). Or2y sinorchangss of the lines or pattern of the 
area to be stripped were :ade froz that Ott1irbed in the contract. The 
trenches aerae sbcit 1 to 4 test n depth. 


C.	 eLtin iuit 


The tol1srin list of operatine equipment was used in 
prLor4n the exploration work: 


I i)-7 Caterp1)3r bulidotar, 7-foot blade, 
3eria.1 No. 31-434 ifair c*r4jtjon) 


1 'oQ1dri(e rooter, oiei RL3, Io. 4214, 
not used in connection with work (good 
condition) 


I Is hot cwprssor,	 cu. ft.., 4o4e1 
1)318, o. 171522 (apparerit2 in good 


•	 • condition). 
I Ford, 1/2-ton pickup truck, Eodsl iu%' 


known (f4ir condition) 
I k>ue. trailer, con itructe4 on bus chasis 


(fair condition) 
4soeUs.nsous small tools, and supplies 


______________ 
Coniplt4e tuue stat&tents covering tht m*n e*ployed on 


the project ere sut*eittod to the ining i'cision, Region UI, hisno, 
Nev These a.LLps check with the total &ount listed in the contract. 
The ork was prfoxrned fro.n Feb. 15 to parch 5, 1952.







• 


The 'work pertoxmed is of euZficint quantity and it 
contoxs to the "Sta.tent.nt ot' oxt" ott1ined in the contract to 
certify that the project contract hu been opiet.d, 	 .xaain-






at1ion emnd insp.tton of th work (during the period of per.tozaxoe) 
a reooend.d if rther e1orat'n work is to be perfoed. 


. GeoIoic a	 ' 


•	 U. s Geolotca1 urvs data was availabl, to the 
Bureau of Mine* engineer at the tame of the inspection of the co	 * 
pleted work.	 ,.	 ' 


'r 3aie* J. Rice, Geologist, Cn1i,forni )ivision o 
an ranciaco, Calif.,, iieited the Indian ta.up Asbeetca pro. ' 


'perty at the time of thie inspeCtion; nd he secured pcflaieaiou of 
the owner to map	 to iake a. stu4 of the geo1oy of tke deposit. , 


•	 Asbestos "ctos.-tibers generally vary' tro a fraction 
*	 Of an.tnch to a2a*J*m of about on.halfof 	 'The eosures 


• ' '


	


	 t, tp . rti,ers are con tamed within a. singl. bed or strata 
fros a few inthe4s to about 10 inches in width. However, a smfl' 
noi.nt of longer tiber of 3 inches or nore are stored in seeks on 


•


	


	 ' the property and a sap1e of this type of fibrous material was sent

by the owners to the reu of ine, i tng. Division, Rena, Nevada 


• " ' '. office. U, $kartvødt 8tated th&.t no or. of t4s better grade asbestos'. 
was e4)O*d on the propy by the elorator projeet;' and the qtantity 
previously located h.id been sacked and shipped for. testing purpoeee. 


• , Two meO are no* eaplOyed at the mine sorting and hand-mining 
• '	 the '.qóacd asbeit.oe. The 4uantity or percentage of 1ibrous .catri4 


which 'is sacked a1ng with waste rock ppeare to be low. 
•	 , ' ' ':	 A few specimen samples of asbestos 	 osw..fi.ber&' sbeim by •' 


the ownets, range in fiber length Irca 2 to more than 3 inohes. 


John J. barn.







FILE COPY 
SURNAME: 


U N I TED STATES

C)EPARTMENT OFTHEINTERIOR 


• DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 600	 ,.	 q-------


). IL 0. Miller	 3ubects Docket 1*. D?42134 Asbstos 
xecutivs Officez	 ioderick Du*rntier a*d 


)14& ?ield 1ea* Region XII	 8. K, *rttedt 
•	 1012 flood ai1d:tng	 ••	 Contract Zd*423	 - _____________________ 


37Q	 jtreet	 •• 
•	 3afl	 icisø 2, Cal arnie 


Dear Ur.l4iUer: 


•


	


	 Ieference In made to your eanore.ndum of ikroh 20, 1952, 
and our telephone oonvireatlon of that dat in regard to the 
ject app1icatIan 


Some of the questions asked In onr letter to oIa of 
rch 26 have been answered by your memorendi*a and, no doubt, othere 


411 be answered by the final report. It ie d.tacouraging to beer 
that there is not sufficient asbestos to get a representative sanpia. 
I do not think it is good policy- to reply- upon the appUcant's state 
sent as to quality and grade. The etateaent of *'. 1. N. Poe of 
the Inspection Bi snob, GSA, is not strictly earreet, nor do we bays 
any- aasurance that the sample was properly' take*. Sec W. Ktipfer 'n 
seaorandu* of D.*sb.r 26, l91, rgarding telephone stiversatton 
with Mr. Jean Weaver, and *. Weaver's ccents en the quality and 
quantity of asbestos ayai3able. 


Th I'et*ZI* Of 15IN:t **SIst*nOC tbX'O* rcs1ti*s is 
not the i*portan1 consideration in this case, rather, it is, can a 
significant discovery of spinning grad. asbestos be mid* 


• •


	


	 With regard to paragraphs copied frcn Kt, Johnson's rough 
draft of his forthcc*ing report, it is interred that long fiber 
asbestos at 5 .A5 and ahcrt fiber at p .1' can be mined and tat 
fuxther irork is justified. At *.A.I you apperent3.y do not agree with 
h. Johnson t r.osewzdation as you say in the Iscoud sentence, last 
paragraph, page 2 the evidence, however, scene to be &gaist the 
Government putting any *cre money into this venthre. This øfticø 
will withho]A its udgnent, as to whet shall be 4* nsxt tuitil 
vehave*.Johson'st4n.lreportandsn.valuaticnottbeprop.rty-


•	 by *'. JMrev Shride. •	 •	 •











Mr. i'redariek Du$onUer 
UØ anyan Ztreet 
Pasadena 3, CaUforia 


Dear Mr • .Dw4onttor I


8 


Subjects Docket No. DNEk'.2i34 
Prèderick Du1ontier 
S. K. Skart'vedt 
Contract Xd*-53


FILE COPY

SURNAME: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINIST4ATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Pursuant to our tsliphone conversation of }rcb 24, 1952 
on exploration project contract 18x*u.E253, this office has requasted 
Region IY office of the Defense M1ueralc exploration Adainistration 
to have Mr. Andrer F. Shride make an examination and appraisal of 
the ark completed to date, under the subj sot contract, in ootpany 
with Mr. a. P. Jobiso, 


it is not possible for this office to estimate the dats 
this .aination will be made; however, ! believe that if yo* con-
tact the Executive Officer of the San francisco office of the 
Defense Minerals Lxploration Administration Yield Tesa, he viU be 
able to advise you of the date.


Sinoerelr yours, 


Lawrence 0. Honk, Chief 
Non4I.tailic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration 
Jdrn&nistration 


LGHOuk:gad. 3/27/52 


Copy to: Admin. Reading File 
Docket Fi:le 
Dr. Bowles, 3522 
Mr. Norton, G-232, GSA Bldg. 
Mr. Honk
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OF


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 	 1012 Flood Building 
Office of	 870 Market Street 


Executive Officer	 San Francisco 2, Calif. 
IJMEA Field Team 


Region III	 March 27, 1952 


Memorandum 


To:	 Defense Minerals Exploration Administration, Intèrp, 
Building, Washington, D C • 


From:	 Executive Officer, DMEk Field Team, Region III
' i52 Subject: Docket DMEA .-21311.X (Asbestos), Thcploration Project 


Contract Idm-E253 - Frederick DuMontier and S. K. 
Skartvedt, co-partners 


Attached are four copies of a final report, 1t Contract 
I dm-E253, Indian Qaii Asbestos Claims, Inyo County, California", 
by R. F. Johnson, geologist, U. S. Geological Survey, dated 
March 27, 1952. 


The conclusions reached by Mr. Johnson are similar to 
those expressed in my airmail memorandum to Mr. Lawrence G. 
Honk, Chief, Non-Metallic Minerals Division, D&, dated 
March 20, 1952. The property's potential is small and it is 
doubtful if further Government aid is justified. 


If a certification of discovery is needed on this 
property another examination will be necessary to determine the 
extent of the short fiber zone exposed near "B" (Figure 1 of 
report). The trench exposing this fiber was filled with snow 
during the examination of March 8, but Mr. Skartvedt reported 
that a fiber bearing zone 6-12 inches wide was exposed over a 
length of 25 feet in this trench. Using these figures, Johnson 
estimates that 50-100 tons of short fiber chrysotile may have 
been discovered in this area under the exploration program. 


H. .C. Miller 
Executive Officer 
DMEA Field Team, Region III 


Attachment 


Copy to E. H. Bailey, USGS
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Summary 


Under the ten-as of a contract. (1dm E 253) between the U., S. 
Government and Frederick DuMontier and S. K. Skartvedt, copartners, 
dated Febru.ary 5, 1952, the copartners were to explore by stripping 
the outcrop of an asbestos-bearing area on the Indian Camp asbestos 
claims in Inyo County, California. Government aid in this program 
was to be $5,33L62 out of a total cost of $5,927.63. 1The purpose 
of the stripping was to provide exposures for geologic examination and 
estimation of ore reserves. 


The stripping showed the presence of scattered occurrences 
of short fiber chrysotile asbestos in serpentine, in an alteration 
zone near a quartz monzonite-dolomite contact, see figure 1. With 
the exception of the long fiber zone at ttAft , and an area of considerable 
short fiber at htJ3ft none of the occurrences seem large enough to mine, 
either singly or in the aggregate. 


Further work by the operators to determine the vertzhcal and 
lateral extent of the long fiber zone at ttAht by means of a shallow 
shaft and' drifting seems justified. 


Inferred reserves,based on past production and surface 
indications, total about 10 tons of long I'iber asbestos, and 100-200 
tons of short fiber. Of these reserves about 100 tons of short 
fiber were found during the e:xploration. 


Since the repayment of the loan is limited to a 5 percent 
royalty, it' is unlikely that more than a small fraction of the loan 
will be repaid to the Government. If there is a critical shortage 
of long fiber asbestos however, further exploration of this property 
may be justified. As the deposit is the first of this type to be 
discovered in California, any. work done here may aid in prospecting 
other intrusive-dolomite contacts in eastern California. 


The wo:rk done under the contract provisions by Mr. DuNontier r 
and Mr. Skartvedt is satisfactory from a geological standpoint. 


The Navy has recently held hearings on its proposal to take 
over the area surrounding the Indian Camp claims • If further aid 
on this property is contmplated, the results of the hearings should 
be checked, arid, if the N avy has taken the area, no loan should be 
approved.


Introduction 


This report describes the results of a DIA exploration 
program on the Indian Camp asbestos claims, Inyo County, California. 
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The work was done under the terms of a contract (1dm E 253) between 
the U. S • Governinnt and F. DuMontier and S. K. Skartvedt, copartners. 


The Indian Camp asbestos claims are located L0 miles north-
east of Keeler, California on the eastern edge of Ulida Flat, shown 
on the Ubehebe Peak quadrangle topogrhic map. The paved road 
between Lone Pine, California and Death Valley (State Highway 190) 
lies south of the claims, and a 30 rnile dirt road extends from this 
highway to the claims.


History 


The original application for an exploration loan on the-
Indian Camp asbestos claims (DMEA docket 213Lix) was filed by Mr. 


DuNontier on October L, 1951, and the property was examined by R. F. 
Johnson of the U. S. Geological Survey on November 7-9, l95l The 
original application was for a total expenditure of $30,2L7.50, with 
government participation to be 90% of the cost. Following the examin-
tion a revised cost estimate,, totalling $141,339.36, was submitted by 


Mr. DuNontier on November 27, 1951. Under the revised plan the work 
would be divided into 2 phases,with $28,739.36 to be spent in 
purchasing mining equipment and exploring the vertical and lateral 
extent of a known zone of long fiber chrysotile asbestos, and $2,000 
to be spent in dimond drilling if the results of the underground 


work were satisfactory. 


This program was deemed too ambitious for the small amount 
of asbestos showing on the surface, so a new program was drawn up in 
Washington and a contract signed on February 5, 1952. This contract 
called for bulldozer stripping of the outcrop of the asbestos bearing 
zone from "A 1' to "B" to "C", and "1)" to "iv', shown oui figure 1, 
with the objective of providing exposures for geological examination 
and estimation of ore reserves. Total cost of the project was to be 


$5,927.36, with t:he government's share to be $5,33L1..62. 


On March ii., 1952 Mr. DuMohtier phoned Mr. Miller, Executive 
Officer, Region III, and requested an examination of the work, done 
under the contract., as the work called for had been completed. A. J. 
Bodenlos and R. F. Johnson of the Geological Survey were sent to the 
property and examined it on March 8, 1952. 


Exploration 


The bulldozer trenches are shown on figure 1. Their position 
was determined by means of a survey with a plane table and alidade. 
About 1350 feet of trenching was done, and in addition, the overburden 
was scraped off the dolomite in an area west of a line joining HAU and 
"B". This is much more work than the )00 feet of trenching called 
for in the contract, but payment should be allowed if it does not 
exceed the amount specified in the contract. Due to the additional 
work, a better appraisal of the property can be made. 
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The deviation of the trenching from the "D" to RE" line to 
the zone nearer the contact is justified because previous drilling 
of 8-10 foot holes in the area between '!D" and "E" indicated that the 
dolomite was not fiber bearing to that depth except near the contact, 
as mentioned in the earlier report on the deposit. If the contract 
had been strictly adhered to, little new infonntion would have been 
obtained.


Equipment and facilities noted on the property were as follows: 


1- House trailer mounted on a truck chassis 
Bulldozer 


1- Scarifier 
1- Compressor. 
1- Diesel Generator 


No one was on the property so no inventory could be made 
of small items. 


Cost data o± the amount actually spent had not been submitted 
at the time this report was written. 


Geology 


Rocks exposed on the mapped portion of the Indian Camp 
claims are dolomite and quartz monzonite. The dolomite appears to 
be a shallow pendant enclosed on three sides by quartz monzonite. The 
contact between the two rocks dips under the dolomite at a low angle 
on all sides. 


An altered zone is fourin the dolomite adjacent to the contact. 
The fresh dolomite exposed in the scraped area between "A" and "B" 
is blue gray in color, but it becomes bleached about 15 feet from the 
contact. The L-6 feet adjacent to the contact consists of discontinuous 
bodies of serpentine, calc-silicate minerals, opal, and a soft, white 
unidentified material. Magnesite float was also found, and a waxy 
yellowish mineral that resembles deweylite was not 	 Chrysottb is 
locally present in the serpentine. 


The trenching disclosed that serpentine is more widespread 
along the alteration ;one than was apparent from surface exposures 
during the previous examination. Most of the chrysot occurrences 
however, had been located by earlier work. 


The presence of short fiber chrysotile was note at 13 scattered 
points in the alteration zone.. With the exception of the fiber-bearing 
zone near "B", all thhe occurrences consist o± 1-S short discontinuous 
veinlets wLth the fiber less than i/ti. inch long. Drifted snow had 
filled the trench near "B", but Mr. Skarvedt reports that there are 
6-12 inches of fiber.bearing material exposed for a length of 25 feet. 
Fiber was noted at several points over this interval so the estimate 
seems reasonable.
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No structural control was four$or the location of chrysotile 


within the alteration zone. The dolomite between "A" and "B", the 
two largest exposed fiber-bearing areas; was massive and did not show 
evidence of fracture zones.


Reserves 


There are no known or indicated reserves of asbestos on the 
property. Inferred reserves of long fiber asbestos are about 10 tons. 
This figure is based on the production of 2-3 tons of fiber from a 
pit near "il". No accurate estimate of the amount of long fiber in 
the 2-3 tons was obtained from the operators, but material now being 
hatd sorted runs 30-t0 percent long fiber." Some long fiber chrysotile 
was seen in the walls of the pit during the examination in 1951, and, 
while the pit was filled at the time of the present examination, there 
is no reason to assume all the long fiber has been removed. 


Inferred short fiber reserves of various grades may total 
100-200 tons. There is considerable short fiber associated with the 
long fiber at "A", and possibly 1/2 ton of fiber per foot of depth 
over the 25 foot, exposure at "B". 	 - 


Of the reserves possibly 1/2, or 50-100 tons, of the short 
fiber was found during the course of the exploration under the con-tract. 
The long fiber zone was known before the program started. 


Conclusions and Recommendations 


Present showings of asbestos on the Indian Camp claims, 
exposed by bulldozer trenching done under the coiitract, do not indicate 
any mineable material east of a line connecting A* and "B". In the 
area between "A" and "B" there seems to be a good pbssibility of 
developing a small tonnage of long and short fiber chysoti1e asbestos. 


The cost tho the government to explore the area between "A" 
and "B" would be much more than any expectable return on the basis of 
the 5 percent royalty on production, stipulated in the contract, borne 
exploration, however, may be justified on this property, if there is a 
critical shortage of asbestos, as the deposit is the first of this type 
discovered in California,.and information obtained here may be useful 
in prospecting other intrusive-dolomite contacts. 


From a geological standpoint the work done under the contract was 
satisfactory. 


If an additional loan is granted on the 1ndian Camp claims, it is 
recommended that work be confined to the area between "A" and "B". A 
shallow shaft near "A", about 30 feet deep, and sunk on the fiberb.bearing 
zone, and about 150 feet of drifting along the zone,should prove its extent. 


The Navy was holding hearings, during the time of the present 
examination, in an attempt to take over the area surrounding' the Indian 
Camp claims • If the attempt is successful ridning would probably not 
be pernitted, so the results of the hearings should be determined 
before any money is :Loaned on the property. 


L.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


Office of	 WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Executive Officer 
DMEA Field Team	 LTi	 1012 Flood Bldg. 
Region III	 870 Market St. 


San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Air Mail 
•	 March 20, 19S2 


Memorandum 


To:	 Lawrence G. Houk, Chief, Non-Metallic Minerals Iyivision, 

DMEA, Interior Building, Washington 2, 1). C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, IIVIEA Field Team, Region III 


Subject:: Docket DI-2l3L,X (Asbestos) - 
Exploration Project Contract Idrn-E23 
Frederick DuMontier and S. K. Skartvedt, Co-partners 


Reference is to our telephone conversation of this morning 
concerning the subject application. 


Upon completion of our talk, I had Mr. R. F. Johnson, 
Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey, come to my office for a further 
discussion of the subject property. Following are his thoughts as he 
related them to me. 


Mr. Johnson took no samples, as there were not siitficient 
showings to get a representative sample. As to the asbestos "in sight," 
he relied as for grade and quality on the applicant's statement that a 
sample submitted to Mr. V. N. Poe, of the Inspection Branch, General 
Services Administration, was reported by him (Poe) to be of suitable 
grade for the Government's stockpile. (See report on the property by 
R. F. •JOhnson, dated November 29, l9l.) This sample, Mr. Johnson was 
told, 'came from the pit at approximately .nt "A" near the Discovery 
Monument. (See map accompanying applicant's contract.) 


The ore that is being cobbled at the present time is coming 
from that pit; none is coming from the short-fiber zone at "B". 


There are no indicated or proven reserves on the property. 
Mr. Johnson states that the applicant may cobble out a few tons of long-
fiber material where they are now- working. The accumulations of long-
fiber asbestos are erratic and other bunches of spinning grade may be 
found. In addition to the few tons of long-fiber, the applicant may, 
according to Mr. Johnson, get a maximum of about 200 tons of short-fiber 
asbestos. The applicant stated that he has a market in Los Angeles for 
all the material he can produce. We do not know to whom it will be sold.
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Mr. Johnson is working on his report on the property, and 
the report should be on its way to Washington next week. In this report, 
he is bringing out that the chances are pretty slim that the Government 
will get back in royalties the money already loaned. 


Mr. Johnson is of the opinion that the operator is justified 
to spend his own money to explore the long-riber exposure at "A". He 
feels, however, that the chances of opening up an extensive deposit at 
best are very- limited. He thinks that the only interest the Government 
might have in the property hinges upon the fact that no other deposit 
like it has ever been discovered in California and that by learning more 
about it, other deposits might be looked for. 


The fol:Lowing three paragraphs were copied from Mr. Johnson' s 
rough draft of his forthcoming report: 


the ptu'pose of the stripping was to provide exposures 
for geologic examination and estimation of potential reserves. 
The stripping showed that there are scattered occurrences of 
short-fiber chrysotile in serpentine, in an alteration zone 
near a quartz monzonite-dolornite contact. With the exception 
of the long-fiber asbestos zone at "A"and the presence of con-
siderable short-fiber in "B", none of the occurrence seems 
large enough to mine either singly or in aggregate. 


"Further work seems justified to determine the vertical 
and lateral extent of the long-fiber zone at "A" by means of a 
shallow shaft and drifting. Inferred reserves based on past 
production and surface indications are 10 tons of long-fiber 
asbestos and 100-200 tons of short-fiber. 


"Since the repayment of the loan is limited to a 
royalty, it is unlikely that more than a small fraction of the 
loan will be repaid to the Government. If there is a critical 
shortage of long-fiber asbestos, however, exploration of this• 
property may be justified, as the deposit is the first of this 
type to be discovered in eastern California and prospecting of 
either intrusive-dolomite contacts or asbestos may be warranted." 


Thia is sure a long-shot proposition. The evidence, however, 
seems to be against the Government putting any more money into the 
venture and to let the applic ant mine out what he can while doing his 
proposed exploratory work. Mr. Johnson and I will certainly welcome 
Mr. Shride' s thoughts on what should be done, and Mr. Johns on will be 
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happy to meet Mr. Shride at Lone Pine or at the property whenever it 
is convenient for him to be there. 


One other matter that should be determined before we go too 
far into this thing is that the property is in an area which the Depart-
ment of Defense is attempting to get control of for use as a bombing 
range. While in Lone Pine recently, Mr. Johnson saw mention in . the local 
paper that hearings were being held. 


H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer, DMEA. Field Team 
Region III 


Copy to: E. H. Bailey, U.S.G.S.
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OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR .


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 	 1012 Flood Building 
870 Markd Street 
San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Air Mail	 March 17, 1952 


Office of 
Executive Officer 
DMEA Field Team 


Region III 


Memorandum


.	 4&y. Interior a11 


f	 4.	 ! 
ttention: Lawrence G. Houk, Chief	


' "" 


Non-Metallic Minerals Division 


From:	 Executive Officer, D?k Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Docket DMEA-2l3LLX (Asbestos) - Exploration Project Contract 
Idm.-.E253, Frederick DuMontier and S. K. Skartvedt, co-
partners 


Reference is made to your phone conversation with the 
Geological Survey on March 1)4, regarding DMA- ..213)4X. R. F.. Johnson, 
Survey Geologist, examined work done to date and reports best fiber 
area and only long fiber is at "A" near discovery monument. (See 
map attached to contract Idm-E253). Bulldozing explored most of 
contact between quartz monzonite and dolomite and did not uncover 
any promising fiber areas in alteration zone along the contact, 
although short fiber is locally present in discontinuous serpentine 
bodies. Johnson recommends opening long fiber area at 'A" to deter-
mine its vertical and lateral extent. 


To:	 Defense Minerals Exploration Administration, 
Building, Washington 25, D. C. 


In place of woi specified by applicant as Phase 1 (A and 
B) of Revised Cost Estimate dated November 17, 1951, answering 
questions on form MF-l03, revised June 1951, work would consist of 
sinking vertical shaft a maximum depth of 30 feet to quartz monzonite 
contact and then drift north in fiber zone approximately 100 feet, 
If shaft leaves fiber zone a-, short crosscut to the zone will be 
necessary before drifting north and south on the zone. Total footage 
of drifting probably 200 feet if zone extends to the south of the 
crosscut from the bottom of the shaft. (Incidentally, sóale of the 
map attached to t1e contract is erroneously shown as 1" )40 feet. 
It should read 1" , 80 feet), 


Mr. Johnson recommends Phase 2 originally asked for by the 
applicant be eliminated from further consideration unless future work 
indicates the desirability of sinking a few diamond drill holes.


tt	 .-/
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Is abOve information sufficient for you to draw up a new 
contract coveripg the suggested work? All work included under 
present contrac* has been completed. 


Applicants are holding their crew on the property await-. 
ing favorable action on the suggested next phase of the work so that 
quick action on the part of the Washington Office is desirable. 


H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer 
DIvIEA Field Team, Iegion III 


Copy to E. H. Bailey, USGS
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	 ,/ 
UNITED STATES	 C / 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. c. 	 1012 Flood Building 
870 Market Street 
San Francisco 2, Calif. 


February 13, l9S2 


Office of 
Executive Officer 
DMEA. Field Team 


Region III 


Memorandum


To:


	


	 Frank E. Johnson, Chairman, Operating Committee, Defense 
Minerals Exploration Administration, Washington,D. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DTVIEA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Docket DIV1EA-2131i. (Asbestos) - Frederick DuMontier and 
S. K. Skartvedt, Indian Camp and Indian Camp No. 1, 
Inyo County, California 


Reference Ls made to your subject letter dated February , 
to which you attached the original and five copies of a contract 
covering the subject exploration, project. 


Messrs. DuMontier and Skartvedt have signed the contract 
and have •retained their copy. The Field Team's copy is being 
retained in this office. The remaining original and three copies 
are attached hereth, of which we shall expect the Finance Officer's 
copy shortly. 


In reply to your other subject letter of February , I 
requested a statement from Mr. Dulviontier on the reason for the high 
cost for many items included in his contract, even though we had 
discussed such costs with him when he last called at the office. 
Four copies of Mr. DuMontier's letter to me dated February 12, are 
attached vthich, I believe, justifies the cost which he requested. 


H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer 
D1EA Field Team, Region III 


Attachments	 '
' 


Copy to E. H. Bailey, USGS 	
Dcc	 irai3 


FEB U.95Z
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FiB2 -- Ib2	 Pasadena, Ca1i'ornia 


?br%xax7 12, t952 


Uzted States J)*part*tnt of the Xnterir 
Dtenøs )finre.lø AdininitratLoa 
1012 F1ed Xd1dng	 .• 


M*at $tr.et 
an	 rLcis 2, CaLtI'U 


Attens Mi'.	 C. MiUer, ]!eutie Officer

!&t t1d Teet, I,gin III


Re; Aet Th4E&-2134 (L.abe8tc) 
COUtCt Im-253 


Dear Mr. Miller:	 •	 • • 


In x'ep1y to 'i' batt.r f brur 7th in regard to the .00ct of	 •

reatti itør and .v'boz' for this thp'rary 


The p rnJing cale tor	 tU area at th present tixae 
is *22.50 per dar and ouM	 xck.rt xd other peronn.1 ivoX'kiflg in 


• • lated areas a'* eesivtng an• average ofZ).00 a' day. In thia tistance 
•	 • the men hive er poor cdt.tt	 d v thø jøb Ia just torax'y 


• : I S31 fortunate to.be able to get *n at that rate. 


•	 In rega'4 to the house trailer, ne rn.y be etsc oz a lot in the S	 • '


citr OX' for specifid acai4on trip ?oSsibiy t. the reata1 you pecity, 


	


• •	 1*it acotoatione for fotz' 'e with a tratle. to be taken into a mining • 
•	 •	 c*zp is .eomethirzg I haet't been able to find at the ftgire you px'opose, 


S S	 5 •	 •	 bt I 14U bo.vb the differeice.	 S	 S • S 


S	 •	 • • The .z'entl fø fer the bulldQzz! and co4,resso .e the f$gua,s • • • 1 
• S	


•	 in foz'o. at the present thn under ec*itraet on. goertaient	 in the 


	


S	 thiity of Ls Vegaa, nd the transportation fe to and from the mine is	 S

the exact coet. 


S	 •,	 S	 I itb to thnk you 'r ex'cUn . the cntrwt to e o prpty	 S 
S	 •	 • liy airmail' and special 4elive.. S	 • ••	 ',;	 S	 • S S	 •	 • 


Very tx'ily rourt, 


• S	 •	 •	
5 ••
	 5.	 5	 '	 S	 •	 S • •Fredrick	 Montier' 


•	 S	 S	 •	 •	 •	 S S •	 • • •	
5	


5• S S	 • •	 11S5 Bany,n Street.. 


Pasadena 3, Caiif.







S• 	 FILE copy 
SURNAME: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


•	 WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


FEB 6	 1952	 - ----------------------


1-2971	 Xefl-MitaUte )ttI*ZI1b ivi4I 
Defense 1tj*era1s Ez1orti 


Ministrati* 


Mr. 'edeD Lok DuW*tti.r 
1185 Bauyal2 Stzet 
Paøadez* 3, Calif Qrnia 


oiu' oontraet XduL'E .253, dated abruar 5, 1952, bas bein 


for..iaed Ltr Nail to the San ?ranoiao OTice for rour aignature 


Lawrenci 0. Houk, Acting Wet ,p4.'I 
Icn4.taULo Ilinerslø Diviii 
Defense MLnorals Exp1ei'sti 
Adzninistratlon 


LGHouk:gad:	 •.	 • 
2/5/52 


Copy to: Docket File 
.kdmin. Reading File, •	 Mr. 0. Bowles, Rn. 3522	 •. 
Mr. Norton, G-228, GSA Bldg. 
Mr.Houk	 •	 •







Fl LE COPY W	
0	 SURNAME: 


UN ITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	 Q 


£xoautiy. tteer 
D*EA Field Ts, Regict UI 
1032 Floed Iiit)4i*g 
80 $trkst Street 
Sen Francisco 2, Ce1itoni*


eubjeot; oct 1.. 1*$A,2334 
Frederick DeNoittier 
S. I. akartvadt 
Li** a*p eM XDdi 
Inyo Onty, 2tfoi


'--Asbuto* 


0W, *Ulerz 


P1ean.ti.Mrswithtbagi1dtiv..çpissof .& - 
cc*tz*ot oaverini the subject oxp1cati* project which Mv. bees 
signed bi this office tar the Govareaset with register neiber aM 
effective dato as shown	 0 


If the ocetreet *eets with 7(*t aWrovel, preset it to 
the (eratoretor their approva' eM sigz*ture. If **y provisions 
are uaaatistactor7 to the Ceratcs, return all copies to this 
.ftiee &lceg vLth sggetod cMfles tor constd.rat4. 


•


	


	 After siing of the costract, ceo copy is to be .g&ve* 
to *J* cratore, cii. copy ret&iit.iict for our files, *nd the r.. 


i*ing copies, including the original, are to be returned to this 
office *5 so as possible. 


A. copy of the eoLtraot required by thi Regiccal fl*ance' 
Ufic. will be fcrrdsd directly by the shi*gtcb Fiz*no. Seetiat.: 


• 	 0 	


SLnc.re3i ycers, .
	 • 


0 


0	
0	


0 


0	 0	
(signed) 


0 


FRANK E. JOHNSON 


•


	


	 0 .Q*ir*n, teratirig CouAittse (.t,) 	 0 


Defense nerale *rp1Grat..ic 
•	 Mairistraticii 0 


LGHouk:gad	 •	 0 


Copy to: Admin. Reading File	 0 


Mr. 0. Bowles, Rm. 3522	 0	


0 


Mr. J. J. Norton, Rjn.G-22 GSA Bldg. 00 0 


Docket File	 0 
0 


Mr. Houk 


/4b 2" 
0 	 o•••	 -	 0 0


	
07	 0 


.$Mtb.r, ological Surve7 (^.9 


*c1osm'ea 6







FILE COPY

SURNAME: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERiOR, 


'DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	 ' 


&. LC. Ii1ler	 I—I
 utive Officer 


DA 'ield 'ean, egion Ill	 Re: D L.w2131, (Abeotos) 
1012 flood Iui1din	 Freder.tck DuJonier 
870 1z'ket Street	 andS. K. $ksrtvedt 
San Pancico, California 


Dear' Mr. Nillera 


Although tie Operating. Coiiiittee has approved thin 
contract, it is noted that the cost of many item for this work 
s.ea to be azcasive, e.g., $22.SO a clay for a itntr and $16. o 
a day foi' a aucker. Also some of the rental iteiis appear to be 


Aitho this iy 1* justified on this phase' of the 
project .for a short—tae operation, it is felt that these unit 
costs shou)d not serve as a basis for any adth.tionai rk that 
aight be approved as a result of any discovery vade .n the 
prsliaiina, phaSe.	 ' 


(signed) FRANK E JOUNL7) 


Chairiiart	 at.ng Coitte$ 
Defense i'-1nerals xploration 
At1dnintration 


EEJohñson/hb	 '	 ' 


Copy to: Adm. Reading File	 '	 ' ; 
J'. H. Hedges	 '	 '	 ' 
T. P. Thayer







0	 o 


January 31, 1952 


Memorandum for the Record: 


Subject: DMEA-2134, Frederick DuMontier, Asbestos, Tnyo County, 
California 


The Air Force at the Pentagon was contacted and they 


have no present plans for using this area as a bombing range. 


A previous memo was written stating the name of the officer 


contacted, and the Division of the Air Force, but that cannot 


be located.


•	 lawrence G. Houk, Acting Chief 
Non-Metallic Minerals Division







-	 •..	 . FILE COPY 
SURNAME: 


UNITED STATES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 	 . 


Janary 29 1952 


M*DaM	 . 


To:	 . &cting Adainistxator 	 - 


a:	 tet Connsei	 .	 ___________ 


Subjpct Prederick DuMontier and L K.. Skartvedt exploration project 
• S	 Ducket W. DMZk-Z134X• 


The attached six copies of a draft of an tploration Project 


•	 Contract in this case is in sattefactory Ies1 fora and is approved 


•	 by. thts office eubject to the attachment of the necessary subordina-. 


tion agreement and sans.. 


Tour fte in this case i returned. 


3. L.fiófflund 
Chief Counsel 


&ttacb*ents 


CJKoontz/bjl 


•	 Copy to: Repts. & Records 
J. L. Hofflund 
C. J. Koontz 


•	 Chron.


vi
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FREDERICK DU MONTIER 
/	 1185 Banyan Street 


/	 Pasadena 3, California


January 17, 1952 


Mr. Lawrence G0 Ho 
South Interior Bldg0, Room 4635 
Washington, D. C.


Re: DOCKET DMA 2134X Asbestos0 
Frederick DuMontier 
11S5Banyan Street 
Pasadena 3, Calif. 


SUBJECT: Revised Estimate of Exploration 
Program; January 16, 1952. 


Dear Mr. Huk; 


Reerring to our telephone conversation of the 16th, 
herewith is an estimate of work and cost of same for stripping. 


Cinmencing at the 495O contour, as per Mr0 Johnsones 
map, from the existing trench at the South.East, marked A on 
the enclo1sed map, stripping to pits North of same l6O, marked B, 
thence Noth-East lOO n to cut with fiber showing, Marked C. Like.-
wise, stripping at the East end from 6U pit, marked D, to cut 
showing 1iber at North end, in drilled area, about l5O', marked E. 


This work, as you suggested, will open the claims suf. 
ficiently for further survey by your geologist to determine extent 
of asbestos body and the next step in our exploration program. 


rTh1 program of exploration will now be in three phases, 
this being phase one, superseding that of November 27, 1951. 


/Work will start within one week and be completed within 
six weeps on this phase of program. 


/ I hope this is the information you require and look for-
yard t your prompt approval as indicated. 


Yours very truly, 


Frederick DuMontier 


FD:CCJ







DOCKET DMA 2134X ASBESTOS 
FREDERICK DU MONTIER 
1185 kanyan Street 


Pasadena 3, California 


D7 Dozer B1ad and Scarifier 
96 hours @ $17.46 per hour 
Transportation to and from mine 


@ $271 70 each way 12 


Air Compressor - L5O CFM. 
Jack Hannner Hose - Steel - 1 month 


House Trailor - temporary camp for 4 men - 1 month 


1 Service Truck 4 hauling gasoline, water, 
supp1es, etc.


January 17, 1952. 


$1,676.16 


543.40 


471.00 


6O000 


600.00 


PURCHASED EQtJIPMEN ND 
Blasting Powder Caps and Fuse 
Gas and Oil Comressor - 1 month 


fl	 Seri1ce Truck 
Camp Equipment Dishes, utensils, etc. 
Bottle Gas - coking and heating 


MAN HOURS 
1 Supervisor - 4 days @ $25.00 
1 Miner	 /24 days @ $22.50 
1 Mucker	 24 days @ $16.50 
1 Utility Man 24 days @ $16.50 


Insurance and ocial Security 15% 


TOTAL


160.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150,00 
60.00 


600000 
540.00 
396000 
396,00 


$6,782.36
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


G-MD-DHK 


January U, 1952 


Memorandum 


To:	 Non.-inetallic Minerals Division, DMEA 
Attention: Lawrence G. Houk 


From:	 Donald H. Kupfer, U. S. Geologi.cal Survey 


Subject: A. F. Shride's review of Field Team Report on the Indian 
Camp asbestos deposit (DNEA-2134X), Inyo County, California. 


Andr'ew Shride of the U. S. Geological Survey is familiar 
with the asbestos deposits of the West, and as you will note in the 
attached report, he believes that underground exploration of the 
Indian Camp asbestos deposit is not justified at this time. He 
believes that exploration should be confined to surface trenching, 
at least in the early phases. 


His suggestions are: 


1. Determine if the area is to be restricted 
for military use before doing anything 
else. 


2. Confine the first stage of exploration to 
a low cost program, preferably surface 
trenching. 


3. The mining costs that the applicant and 
field team have proposed appear to be 
high, even allowing for aridity and 
inaccessibility. 


Donald H. Kupfer 


Attachment







. 
UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY



P.O.Box l26, University Station

Tucson, Arizona


January 8, 1952 


Memoraidta 


Tb:	 Donald H. Kupfer 


Frau	 M F. Shride 


Sibject: Review of Field Team Report, DNA. 2l31X, Indian Camp 
Abestos, Inyo County, Ca1ifornia 


It seems likely, frcza a. perusal of the Field Team report, 
that the InLian Camp asbestos deposit or deposits are so poorly exposed 
that no clear-cut decision as to a recommendation tDefense Ninerals 
Exploration Administration is possible. The report contains 
insufficient data for judgment of the merits of the exploration 
proposal. The shortcomings of the report are discussed in succeeding 
paragraphs. This is not a. criticism of the examiner' s efforts;. most 
of the data necessary to forestall comment, such as follows, is 
probably not available. 


a generalization very little chrysotile asbestos has 
been producd a'where in the world from deposits of the sthject type. 
It would seem to be that this is about the only geologic basis available 
for derring this loan application. Nor is this basis sound, because 
there are notab1e exceptions to the generalization. Other geologiq 
reasons for denial apparently being considered do not seem valid when 
considered individually or collectively. Nor is there much reasons 
other than otimism, for granting the loan. 


Review of Basis for Field Team Recommendation and Stggested Alternatives 


in recommending the exploration program the Field Team 
apparently assumed that a more or less continuous asbestos-bearing 
zone in dolothite might exist adjacent to the cab-silicate zone. 
This asbesto-bearing zone presumably roughly parallels the contact 
of the sedimnts with the quartz-monzonite. This is the zone that 
would be expLored by the inclined adit and the crosseuts. If the 
above assumptions are warranted, it would be reasonable to expect 
that the asbestos-bearing zone exists at the surface (but is poorly 
exposed), and parallels the monzonite-sediment contact. If underground 
exploration is justified, surface trenching should be justified on







C 
the same assumptions. I would prefer that a trenching program be set 
up to test the parallel zone idea, as the first stage of exploration. 
Underground exploration would be a second stage of exploration 
contingent on the success of the first stage. On the premise that 
an asbestos-bearing zone does parallel the contact, trenching would 
be a more inexpensive and enlightening method of exploration than 
underground work. I cannot read into the report any geologic reason 
to expect that asbestos would be more prevalent at depth parallel 
to the contact than it would laterally along the outcrop and parallel 
to the contact. 


As a generalization I would disagree with the suggestion that 
exploration necessarily be started from a point, where long fiber 
exists - with the expectation that this would be the most logical area 
for finding more long fiber. An exploration bet should rxt be over-. 
looked merely because existing outcrops expose only short fiber. It is 
true, other factors being equal, that some asbestos-bearing zones in 
a given area or certain asbestos deposits may contain domninately long 
asbestos or domninately short asbestos. The Vermont asbestos belt 
is an outstanding example of short fiber being prevalent for an 
entire district. However, these are exceptions rather than the rule. 
The most consistent generalization that can be used as a rule of thumb, 
in regard to postulating the existence of long fiber, is that long 
fiber is most likely to exist where the fiber content of the ore, 
regardless of fiber length in given exposures,. is the greatest. 
Naturally asbestos is likely to be most abundant where the geologic 
factors are most favorable. Faults are especially significant. I 
certainly would like to know the relations of the slip and the breccia, 
mentioned in the report. I would judge from the report that it would 
be difficult to appraise geologic factors which cause localization of 
the Indian Cp deposit. About all that can be suggested is that ax 
exploration must be started in the best mineralized area. 


It appears likely that Johnson has recommended Athe underground 
work be done in the zone • of greatest known mineralization, as he states 
(p.3), "The "L' shaped pit west of the discovery monument contains 
the most persistent fiber zone., as well as the only long fiber found 
to date." I fail to see, however, why exploration should be done 
down-dip in preference to along the outcrop. As far as is known the 
latter would accomplish the same results at a more modest cost. The 
Field Team should have an opportunity to question this statement. 


An alternative interpretation of the Field Team report is 
in order. It would not be surprising if asbestos-bearing zones in 
the Indian Camp property are localized along the interseotions of 
shears anct certain favorable lithologic units. These litho].ogic units 
might be favorable dolomite beds, or, more likely from the data. 
available, they might be the caic-silicate zones.. According to this 
interpretation the asbestos may' be very sporadic in distribution, and a 
reasonable scheme of exploration might be extremely difficult to devise. 


2







..	 •1 
Diamond drilling as a means of exploration for asbestos can 


be a tricIr business - too involved to discuss here. I question 
the advisability of drilling any asbestos deposit for which the 
lithologic character and geologic habits of that depositor like 
deposits are not well understood. Therefore I am in agreement with 
the Field Team report that drilling should be a late stage in the 
exploration program. In addition, I question that drifling should 
be done under any circumstances. If at a late stage drilling seems 
warranted, sie other and more reliable method of exploration probably 
also would be warranted. 


Miscellaneous Factors Possib1r Salient to Recommendations 


The following hodge-podge of thoughts are listed in the 
hope that they may be of some value to you. 


1. Judging frcaa our Defense Minerals Administration 
experience in Arizona and New Mexico the question of whether or not 
the subject area is likely to be restricted for military use should be 
resolved before any future thought is given to this application. We 
have had exploration proposals blocked abruptly and effectively by 
this consideration. 


2. If the DMEA decides to accept the recommen4ations as 
stated in the Field Teaij report, the costs of underground work should 
be reviewed. These costs should be comparable to those of some of 
our Arizona-New Mexico It4A projects. The $28,739 charge for underground 
exploration is not itemized, but offhand such overall costs seem 
excessive for the work proposed. 


3. My attention was first focused on the need for a 
searching appraisal of the Field Team report because of a probable 
striking omission of data in the report. Chrysotile, without exception 
to xry knowledge, is associated with serpentine regardless of host rock 
or geologic environment. In most ciirysotile-bearing areas the asbestos 
is in a gangue of serpentinized host rock, and serpentine is more 
widely distributed than the asbestos. Serpentine zones, barren or 
almost barren of asbestos, are frequently excellent guides in exploration. 
.1 ould doubt that the Indian Camp chrysotile is unique in not being 
associated with serpentine. A very plausible explanation for the lack 
of reference to serpentine is that the area is weathered to sufficient 
depth so that serpentine was not recognized. It wwld be veiy.under-
standable that an examiner, not familiar with the habits of chrysotile 
deposits, would not recognize the decomposition products of serpentine 
in soils derived from the subject type of deposit. 


It iir postulation that a weathered zone does exist is 
correct (there is a hint in the report that such is true) ai other 
potential misinterpretation should be considered. That is, did the 
examiner recognize the difference between weathered àoft asbestos and 
harsh asbestos? It is a common and understandable error, for those 
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C 
unfamiliar with chrysotile, to identify sort asbestos that has been 
weathered as harsh asbestos. Does Jesse Weaver's lack of mention of 
the type (harsh or soft) of fiber in pits 2 and 3 have any significance? 
If the weathered fiber in these pits is badly decomposed Ni'. Weaver 


may be justifiably hedging in defining the type of fiber existent. 


1, From only the information given in the Field Team report 
the DMEA is not justified in denying a loan because the asbestos where 
seen is predominately harsh. It is characteristic of most chrysotile 
deposits that in a few tens of feet, a few feet, or in some deposits, 
a few inches,. the asbestos of a. given vein, or zone may vary from harsh 
to soft. It is also characteristic of some deposits, probably 
statistically few in number, that. the chrysotile is harsh throughout 
the deposit. From the information given in the Field Team report 
the Indian Camp deposit probably does not fall in the latter category; 
if it did fall in this category, then there would be possible reason 
for denying the loan. The significant knowledge needed for evaluation 
of a given deposit is whether or not harsh and soft asbestos are 
generally distributed so that selective mining can be practiced. I 
would judge that present exposures will not allow an evuluation of 
this sort for the Indian Camp deposit. 


5.. For other reasons I do not regard harshness of fiber, 
by itself, a sufficient criteria for denying a DIVIEA loan. An 
excellent example in point ià that of one of the Arizona deposits now 


being. mined. One of the larger U. S • fabricators is buying all of the 
semi-harsh fiber that can be produced from this deposit. This particular 
fiber, whIch cannot approach Government stockpile specifications for 
quality, has moderate tensile strength, and therefore can be blended 
with soft fiber and woven.	 latest information is that tis particular 
fiber is being woven into electrical ins4ation products to fill a 
Navy contract. Certainly such a use is strategic. Therefore, I see 
no reason that stockpile specifications wcsuld govern LMEA standards 
in such an example. 


6. Probably the data available does not permit an estimate 
of the yield of Group 3 fiber in the Indian Camp deposit. If a mining 
width of asbestos zone prevails along the zone postulated for exploration, 
a profit might be made by recovering such fiber. No. 1 and No. 2 crudes 
would be "gravy" and an exploration project would . be very worthwhile. 
There is no data in the report as. to the width of the fiber zones, nor 
can one estimate the fiber content of the zone. The. production figures 
as presented can be variously interpreted. Because data is not available 
there is little point in speculating on the possibilities. However, if. 
an appreciable amount of spinning grade asbestos can be produced as a 
by-product of non-spinning fiber production, my philosophy would be to 
reconinend the loan.	 . 


7. A. determining factor in considering this loan might be 
the ability of the operators to mine and market asbestos. Nothing is 
mentioned in the report on this subject. Some Arizona operators 
can mine produce spinning grade asbestos only because they have know-how 
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.	 I 
in marketing their non-spinning grades of asbestos. This factors 
considered along with other factors, would sway me in making a decision 


on this proposal. 


8. The fiber of the Indian Camp deposit from the nature of 
the occurrence is likely to be of low iron-content and therefore of 
potential value for high tenerature electrical insulation. 


Surrunay


We do not know with certainty the geologic habits of the 
subject deposit or deposits. As a generality, deposits of the subject 
type do not yield significant quantities of asbestos. There are notable 
exceptions to this generality. Until the geologic habit is known it 
does not seem worthwhile to set up an underground cploration program 
of any apjreciable magnitude. If this area is favorably considered for 
exploration some preliminary low-cost work, trenching perhaps, should 


be done to expose enough of the deposit so that the geologic habit can 
be determined, and a. reasonable secondary stage of exploration planned. 


Unless DMEA wishes to base a decision on the generality 
that such deposits are usually insignificant, I do not believe that 
the report presents sufficient data for the tMEA to make adecision on 
the merits of the program. As outlined, I believe the exploration 
proposal to be too expensive for the potential that might be reasonably 
expected. Preferably it should be divided into stages - the first 
stage to be inexpensive, other stages to be contingent on the results 
of the first stage.


A. F. Shride 
Geologist







C Q p y	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES	 J 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


S	
S 


P.O. Box 4126, University Station 
Tucson, 1.rizona


January , 1952 


Air Mail 


Memorandum 


To:	 D. H. Kupfer 


From:	 A. F. Shride 


Subject: Field Team Report on DMA 2134X (Asbestos) 


Attached is a review :f the Indian Camp, California 
asbestos report for what the review may be worth. Frankly the 
report left ms cold; however, I would guess that Johnson did a 
good job with the data available to him. 


My hunch is that this deposit is worthless, but I 
cannot defend that statement from the information available. 
My only strong reconnuendation is that if exploration is favor-
ably considered, it should bestarted on a very modest scale. 


I would be willing to look at the Indian Camp deposit - 
mananat I am snowed under in the Tucson office at present. That 
is the reason that.I put off preparing a memorandum after talking 
to you on the phone.


(s) A. F Shride

Geologist 


Enclosures 3







0
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
EPVrT OF TiE	 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ' 6 3	 &feme hb1r	 Lt 11is(ratIen WASHINGTON 25, 0 


E;EVEO


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


r..vi L_L	 J! 


DEC 2 61951	
December 26, 1951 


Memorandum 


REVIEW OF FIELD TEAM REPORT ON APPLICATION I&A-2134X 


To:	 Lawrence Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
From: Donald H. Kupfer, U. S. Geological Survey. 
Commodity: Asbestos 
Applicant: Du liontier 
Location of property: Inyo County, California 
Field team' a recommendation: Undertake exploration in two stages. 
Stage 1: Inclined shaft and crosscuts to determine quality 


and grade of long fiber asbestos. 
Stage 2: Drill to determine extent of short fiber asbestos. 


Comments: 


Mr. Perry and Mr. Weaver of the nergency Procurement Services 
of General ServiCe8 Administration stated in phone calls on December 
17 and 18 that Mr Poe's letter was not strictly correct. Mr. Weaver 
does not expect over 5 tons of asbesto8 of stockpile grade from the 
Indian Camp asbestos deposit. Mr. Weaver's report on the samples is 
as follows: 


Pit 1. Soft, long.-.fibered chrysotile asbestos; surface stained, 
but probably could be stockpile. 


Pit 2. Inferior, ahort-fibered material of no strategic importance. 


Pit 3. Badly weathered, non-strategic, short-fibered material; 
but better than that in Pit 2. 


ACTION SUGGESTED: 


Field team's recommendation should be modified in accordance 
'with any comments made by A. F. Shride. 


Donald H. Kupfer







OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR
	 I '('	 UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Office of 
Executive Officer
	


1012 Flood Bldg. 
DM Field Team
	


870 Market Street 
Region III
	


San Francisco 2, Calif. 


December 6, l9l 


Memorandum 


To:	 C. 0. Mittendorf, Administrator, DMEA, Washington, D. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, NEA. Field Team, Region III 


Subject:; Docket DMA-213tX (Asbestos) - Frederick Du Montier, 

118 Banyan Street, Pasadena 3, California 


Reference is made to my subject memorandum to you dated 


December 3. 


Attached are the six copies of the Subordination Agreement 


referred to in the second to the last paragraph of that memorandum. 


H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer, DMEA. Field Team 
Region III 


Attachment


DEPARTE OF ThE IiEiO 


Defend Minerals Administration 


RECEIVED 


DEC 1.21951







OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 


Office of 
Executive Officer 
DMk Field Team 


Region III 


Memorandum


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR/)


1012 Flood Building 
rWASHGTO545t	 870 Market Street 


San Francisco 2, Calif 


OC 7	 December 3, 1951. 


To:	 Defense Minerais-Administration, Interior Building, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DMA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Docket DMA-2l3LiX (Asbestos) - Frederick Du Montier, 
1185 Banyan Street, Pasadena 3, California. 


Reference is made to subject "Review of Application for 
Exploration Assistance", dated October 19, 1951, signed by Tom 
Lyon.


Attached are four, copies of a report, "DMA-2l3LiX, Indian 
Camp, Keeler, Inyo County, California (Asbestos)", by Robert F. 
Johnson, geologist, U. S. Geological Survey, dated November 29, 
1951.


The applicant originally requested a loan of $30,21t7.5O, 
but after our discussions with Mr. Du Montier and the examining 
geologist, the applicant was advised to request a two phased pro-
ject costing a total of $!l,339.36. In the first phase it is. 
proposed to spend $28,739.36 for the purchase of mining equipment, 
and to determine by underground exploration the extent of a known 
zone of long fiber asbestos. In the second phase, contingent on 
result's of the first, it is proposed to spend $12,000 in diamond 
dril1ng to determine the extent of the more abundant short fiber 
asbestos.


According to unconfirmed rumors,. the Department of 
Defense is attempting to obtain cotrol of the area surrounding 
the claims for use as a bombing range. Long and short fiber 
chryoti1e asbestos occurred on the claims in discontinuous bands 
along a quartz-monzonite-dolondte contact in encouraging amounts. 
However, its extent laterally and in depth is unknown due to 
insnfficient exploration work. If the rumor that the Defense 
Department plans to take over the area is unfounded, it is recoin-
mended that the loan be granted.







SubQrdination Agreements are being prepared by 
Mr. Du Montier and will be sent to you by this office in a few 
days.


Subjct docket is being returned herewith. 


H. C. Miller 
Executive Officer 
DMA Field Teani, Region lit 


Attachment 


Copy to Edgar H. Bailey, USGS


2
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARIMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
CCAR L. CAPN, SECRETARY 


DEFENSE MI1JERALS ADMINISTRATION 


REPORT OF XAIVIINA'rLON BY FIELD Th.AN 
REGION III 


DMA 213Ljx, Indian Camp 


Keeler, Inyo County, California 


(Asbestos)	
::i F r 


[icr	 sr:i;n 
CVE 


lEO fl951 


Robert F. Johnson, Geologist 
U. S. Geological Survey 


November 29, 1951







.


Summary 


On October )4, l9L, Mr. F. DuNontier filed an application for 
a Government loan (DMA docket 2l3)4x), to be used to explore the 
Indian Camp asbestos claims tO miles northeast of Keeler, Inyo 
County, California. Mr. DuNontier is part owner of the claims • The 
total cost of the proposed work was $3O,2)47.50 with government participation 
to be 90 percent of the cost. 


The application was referred to the field on October 19, l9l 
and the property was examined by R. F. Johnson of the U. S. Geological 
Survey on November 7-9,l9Sl. 


Following the examination a revised cost estimate was submitted 
by Mr. DuNontier on November 27, l9Sl. The new estimate calls for a 
total expenditure of $tl,339.36 but divides the work into two phases. 
In the first phase it is proposed to spend $28,739.36 for the purchase 
of mining equipment, and to determine by underground exploration the 
extent of a mown zone of long fiber asbestos. In the second phase, 
contingent on results of the first, it is proposed to spend $12,000.00 
in diamond drilling to determine the extent of the more abundant 
short fiber asbestos • although diamond drilling at a lower cost could 
be used exclusively for the exploration, the results probably would 
not be as satsifactory as by the proposed underground exploration. 


Long and short fiber chrysotile asbestos occurs in discontinuous 
bands along quartz-monzonite-dolomite contacts on the Indian (mp 
claims • Quartz monzonite encloses the dolomite on three sides and the 
low dipping contacts, dipping under the dolomite, indicate that the 
dolomite probably is not over 130 feet thick in the asbestos bearing 
area.


According to unconfirmed rumors the Department of Defense is 
attempting to obtein control of the area surrounding the claims for 
use as a bombing range. This rumor should be checked before any loan 
is approved on this property. If the rumor is unfounded it is 
recommended that a loan be approved for the work proposed in the application. 


Introduction 


DNA docket 2l3Ijx contains an application for a $Lil, 339.36 exploration 


loan to prospect the Indian Camp asbestos claims in Inyo County, California. 
In response to a request dated October 19, 19S1, from Mr. Tom Lyon, 
Chairman, Coordinating Committee, to Mr. H. C. Miller, executive officer 
of Region III, a field examination was made of the property on November 


7-9,l9Sl, by R. F. Johnson of the U. S. Geological Survey. The purpose 
of the examination was to map the asbestos bearing area and to evaluate 


the proposal..suggested in the application. 


1.
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Thanks are due to Mr. F. DuNontjer and Mr. S • K. Skartvedt 
owners of the claims, for meeting the writer in Lone Pine, California 
and guiding him to the property. 


Location 


The Indian Camp asbestos claims are located LjO miles northeast 
of Keeler,California (see figure' 1), on the eastern edge of U1id. 
flat shown on the Ubehebe Peak quadrangle topographic map. The 
property is 1000 feet east of the margin of the quadrangle, but the 
access'road joins the Goldbelt Springs road lJ2 mile north of the 
1j923 foot benchmark shown on the quadrangle map.	 road log to the 
property follows: 


Mileage 


	


0.0	 Dow Hotel, Lcne Pine, Calif. Go south on U.S. Hwy. 395 


	


1.7	 Junction with State Hwy. 190. Thrn left. 
• Keeler 


	


30.9	 Junction with Darw'in road, keep left. 


	


35.3	 Junction with Saline Valley road. Turn left toward Saline 
Valley 


Ibad forks, keep right 


	


50.3	 Junction.' Thrn right off Saline Valley road 


	


59.7	 Road forks, keep left. Road to right goes to Goldbelt Springs. 


	


60.9	 Junction, turn left 


	


62.9	 Junction, keep left 


	


6I.57	 Junction, keep left 


	


65. 2 	 Junction with road to property, turn right 


	


65.6	 Discovery monument on Indian Camp c1aim 


Lone Pine, California is the supply center for the area. 


Ownership and Workings 


The property consists of two claims owned by Mr. F. Di1ontier 
and Mr. .S • K. Skartvedt. Mr. DuNontier t s address is 1185 Banyan St., 
Pasadena, Cal:ifornia. 


Shallow open cuts and about 75 holes drilled with a jackhamxr 
comprise the workings on the property. The location of the cuts nd 
drilled area is shown on figure 2. The drifl holes range f±'om 6-10 
feet in depth and are space 6-8 feet apart. Asbestos fiber is said 
to be present in some of the holes, particularly those close to the 
quartz rnonzonite-dolomite contact. 


Geology 


As shown on figure 2 the rocks exposed in the vicinity of the 
workings are quartz monzonite and dolomite. Calc-silicate rocks -containing 
epidote, diopside, and calcite are common along the contact between the 
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intrusive and the dolomite. Garnet-bearing tactite and concentrations 
of magnetite also are present locally on the contact. 


The quartz monzonite is a gray medium-grained rock with a granitic 
texture. Minerals noted with a hand lens are quartz, potash feldspar, 
plagioclase, and hornblende. The dolomite is a white massive rock 
over most of its outcrop area shown on the map, but near the contact, 
particularly in the cà1c-silicate zones, it is less resistant to erosion 
and the contact is mantled by fragmental dolomite and calc-silicate 
rock and soil. In the open cuts the dolomite is considerably brecciated. 


The dolomite in the mapped area seems to occur as a shallow 
pendant in the quartz monzonite. Evidence from surface contacts 
between the intrusive and the dolomite, and the depth to the quartz 
monzonite in so:me of the drill holes, indicates that the contacts dip 
25-30 degrees under the dolomite. The low dip and the fact that the 
dolomite is enclosed by quartz monzonite on three sides suggests a 
maximum thickness of 120-130 feet of dolomite in the mapped area. 
East of the mine area the thickness of the dolomite increases steadily 
and quartzite appears higher in the section. 


Long and short fiber chrysotile asbestos occurs in dolomite near 
the contact, usually adjacent to calc-silicate rocks. The long fiber 
asbestos is found in discontinuous lenses, while short fiber occurs 
in more continuous zones which range from a few inches to t. feet in 
thickness • The EL" shaped pit west of the discovery monument contains 
the most persistent giber zone, as well as the only long fiber found 
to date. Most of the fiber is of the harsh variety not suitable 
for spinning, but some of the long fiber is over 1 inch in length 
and very flexible. It is of suitable grade for the government stockpile, 
according to a letter by Mr. V. N. oe of the inspection branch of 
General Service Administration. 


Production and Reserves 


Mr. DuNontier claims to have recovered about 3 tons of fiber 
from 6-7 tons of ore obtained by. hand sorting during the excavation 
of the '1L" shaped pit. Most of the fiber is grade 3 and lower but 
about 10 percent is No. 1 and No. 2 crnde. 


Reserves of loiig fiber asbestoB can only be inferred. Such 
fiber was found in place only at the northeast end of the "L" shaped 
pit, where a tabular body about 1 foot thick and containing about 3 
inches of fiber extends over a length of L feet, strikes N. 25 W, and 
dips 30 NE • The fiber is cut off by a slip 3 feet from the end of the 
trench. Since 3 tons of asbestos have been produced from similar irregular 
bodies in this area, a few more tons may be inferred to exist in the 
extension of the fiber zone. 


Several hundred tons of short harsh fiber asbestos are indicated 
from surface cuts and surface exposures • More development muet be done 
to determine the thickness of the fiber bearing zones before estimates 
can be made.	 3.
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Exploration proposal 


The work proposed in the application is to explore the downward 
and lateral extension of the long fiber asbestos zone by underground 
methods, then, :Lf the results are favorable, to diamond drill the 
area adjacent to the underground workings to detenuine the extent 
of the short fiber material. 


An inclined shaft will explore the long fiber zone for 100 feet 
down the dip, which at the surface is 30 degrees to the northeast. 
Drifts following the ore zone will be run northwest and southeast from 
the shaft, aid will total l0 feet. At the completion of this work 
a DMA field team should examine the property to determine if further 
work is justified. If the results of the examination are favorable 
a diamond drilling program of 1800 feet of drilling in t he area between 
the west and east surface workings is proposed. 


Diamond drilling could be used for the entire exploration, but 
due to the discontinuous nature of the long fiber lenses it sens more 
satisfactory to follow by underground methods the zone in thich they 
occur and use drilling only to block out areas of lower grade material. 
It is doubtful if the property could operate successfully on the harsh 
short fiber material alone. Part of the additional cost of underground 
work should be repaid from the production of long fiber asbestos re-
covered during the work. 


The owners have contacted two drilling contractors and claim they 
have to guarantee lSOO feet of diamond drilling in order to obtain a 
contract. The:re is a possibility that drilling in the proposed area 
will not total that ainotint, however, a fiber bearing area east of the 
isolated qu.rtz monzonite outcrop near the east edge of the map is 
a favorable area for additional drilling. 


Conclusions and recommendations 


Chxyotil asbestos, some of nich is a pinning grade, is found 
on the Indian Camp CLaims in dolomite near quartz porphyry contacts. 


Present exposures are not adequate to estimate reserves. 


The proposed exploration program is recommended as it will test 
the extension of the long fiber asbestos zone, and in addition will give 
some indication of the reserves of lower grade material. Diamond 
drilling alone is an alternate method of exploration. 


There are unconfirmed rnors that the Department of Defense 
is attempting to obtain contral of the area surrounding the claims, 
for use as a bobbing range • The area was a military reserve in World 
War II, so the rumor should be checked before approving a loan. 


Li..
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


G.-14D-.DHK 


October 16, 1951 


Memorandwn 


To:
	 Robert Waskey, Defense Minerals Administration 


	


From:
	 Donald H. Kupfer, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: DMA.-2134, DuMontier and Skartveldt 's application for exploration 
of the Indian Camp Asbestos Mine, Inyo County, California. 


DuNontier and Skartveldt, DMA-2134, have applied for aid in 
a $30,247.50 exploration project at the Indian Camp Asbestos Mine, 
Gold Belt Mining District, Inyo County, California. The project is 
located about 3 miles northwest of Pictured Rocks as shown on the 
Ballarat topographic quadrangle. 


No in.t'orination is available in the U. S. Geological Survey 
files on this area. The California Division of Mines plans a re-
examination of the area. James F. McAllister of the U. S. Geological 
Survey has just finished mapping the Ubehebe quadrangle which lies 
a few miles west of the deposit. The application should probably be 
referred to the field team. It is recommended that the field team 
check with the California Division of Mines and with McAllister to 
see if enough information is available to eliminate the need for a 
field examination 


A careful check should be made of the proposed program of 
exploration. For example: 


1. It is questionable if a bulldozer can be 
used to advantage in this area. It will 
probably be difficult and expensive to 
get a bulldozer to the area, and the 
lack of soil cover in the area may make 
it impractical4 to use a bulldozer. 


	


•	 2. The applicant proposes to dig two adits 
to explore the deposit, yet the photo-
graphs show the ground to be essentially 
level. 


	


•	 Donald H. Kupfer
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Defense Minerals Administration 


Review of Application for Exploration Assistance 


,	 \	 Docket No. __ 


Commodity_ 	 T 41 -
Total Amount'4 2=41 


Govt. Participation? °7 


1. Name and Address of Applicant	 D9 


/Mc	 r::4	 C /t' 


2. Location of Property	
, 


/ 


3. Mineral or metal 4///i	 Is it listed in Section9of M0-5? 


If not, application will be rejected. 


4. Geologic probability of discovery—based on data in application 
(question #16, 17, 18, 20 and 22)* 


Mines or Survey reports, etc., do you rate chances: 


a) Good	 _
/Ji1rj 


b) Poor_________________________________________________________ 


c) None__________________________________________________________ 


d) Don't know—needs field examination_________________________ 


e) Is there an alternative and favorable project? 
(If so, attach an explanation) 


5. Is the applicant's right to the property clearly stated? L9
 (question 5, 6, 7)*	 1/ 


6. If applicant is a lessee, is a copy of the lease attached? 


Does the lease have sufficient time to run to cover a future 


productive period? 


*question numbers are those of MF-103 
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S 
7. Are subordination agreements necessary? 


a) MF-2Q1?M,4 7L	 rAI 
b) MF-2O2/1 


8. From the data presented, does the.proposed project appear feasible from 


the point of view of: 


a) Available manpower 


b). Equipment and supplies 
(Question 14 plus enral knowledge of availability)* 


c) Accessibility (question l2)* 


d) Water (question l3)* 


e) Power (question l3)*VJ 


Is a field check needed on any of these Points?) 


9. Does the experience of the' applicant appear to be adequate to assure that 


he can properly conduct the proposed project? (question 


Is a field check needed on this 	 ________________________________________ 


10. Exhibit A. (questions 21 and 22)* 


a) Is the project adequately described? /4iP4 p,'/( 
If not, are there sufficient data given so that you can describe 


the project?_____________________________ it so, attach a draft. 


b) Is there an adequate map or sketch of the proposed work?f/eW


	
/ 


_di( /	 /?4i/ 
c) Is the proposed work "exploration" under the definition of 


Section 8, M0-5? 


If not, what part of it is?	 / 


:? /i	 4fr (/	 $ /,///	 - 
// 


	


I \	 I 
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Is this part a worthwhile exploration project?/// 


d) Are the cost estimates detailed? I4 	 i// 
Can they be summarized, as on page 2 of Procedural Instruction 5—A, 


from the available data?	 If so, attach a draft. 


e) Are the cost estimates reasonable?_( //2/42	 6Jhf6( 
f) Should more information be requested from applicant2 


g) Is a field examination necessary to complete Exhibit A?_________________ 
C7 


	


11.	 Exhibit B (question 23_d)* 


a) Is it applicable?_________________________________________________________ 


b) If so, are sufficient data furnished?___________ If so, attach a draft. 


c) Is a field check needed?)/ 	 fl/'% 2f"ñ 


	


12.	 Exhibit C (question 23—e, f and g)* 


a) Is it applicable? _ 


b) Sufficient data? 4ff) 	 If so, attach a draft. 


c) Are rents and charges 


d) Is a field check needed? 


	


13.	 Exhibit D (question 23—a, b)* OP tf0 &/f I 
a) Are there sufficient data?	 7i4 
b) Is the schedule adequate for the work proposed?________________________ 


c) Is the schedule excessive for the work 


d) Are the proposed wages and salaries reasonable?_______________________ 


e) Is a field check needed?_____________________________________ 
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'I.	
.	 . 


	


14.	 Exhibit E (question 23_c)* 


a) Is it applicable? 4'2 


b) Sufficient data?_____________________________________________________ 


c) Reasonable?__________________________________________________________ 


d) Field check needed?__________________________________________________ 


	


15.	 In your judgment, can the proposed work be done in the proposed 


time?---- I - 
(All exploration must be completed within two years) 


	


16.	 If field examination is not needed, attach your recommendation. 


	


17.	 If field examination is needed, do you have any special instructions for 


the field team not indicated by-your answers to the foregoing 


question?	 7///4	 /h4 /4 


rof4 VY/*k iiA1rw	 ( (/	 m9&	 /L 
//(


Reviewed by:j' 


Date //	 7/f 
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


GMD-DHK 


October 16, l9l 


Memorandum 


To:	 Robert 1akey, Defense Minerals Administration 


Prom:	 Donald H. Kupter, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: DMA-2134, DuMontier and Skartveldt' S application for exploration 
of the ThdiariCap Asbestos Mine, Inyo County, California. 


Du}Iontier and Skartveldt, D}{A.'2134, have applied for aid in 
a 3O,247.5O exploration project at the Indian Camp Asbestos Nine, 
Gold Belt Mining District, Inyo County, California. The project is 
located about 3 miles northwest of Pictured Rocks as shown on the 
Ballarat topographic quadrangle. 


No information is available in the U. S. Geological Survey 
files on this area. The California Division of Mines plans a re-
examination of the area. James F. McAllister of the U. 8. Geologies]. 
Survey has just finished mapping the Ubehebe quadrangle which lies 
a few miles west of the deposit. The application should probably be. 
referred to the field team. It is reoommended that the field team 
check with the california Division of Mines and with McAllister to 
see if enough information is available to eliminate the need for a 
field examination. 


A careful check should be made of the proposed program of 
exploration. For example; 


1. It is questionable it a bulldozer can be 
used to advantage in this area. It will 
probably be difficult and expensive to 
get a bulldozer to the area, and the 
lack of soil cover in the area may sake 
it impractical to use a bulldozer. 


2. The applicant proposes to dig two adits 
to explore the deposit, yet the photo.. 
graphs show the ground to be essentially 
level,


Donald H. Kupfer 


copy to: DMA files /







STANDARD FORM NO.04 


Office Memorandum. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO.	 DATE: 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


/2v '4'° a
,,,z7_ /o'J 


.........







0


October .9 191 


41. Frederick DuMontier 
1118w Banyan Street 


asadena 3, California 


dear Mr. DuMontier


Subject: I$t-2l34 
Re: Exp1Oration loafl 


This will acknowledge receipt of sour application dated 


October 1 i91 for a loan under the Defense Production Act of 19O 


Your application was assigned Docket Number DNA.-23314 and 


referred to the Industrial Minerals Brench. 


Kindly refer to DNA- 21.34 in aniy future correspondence relat.. 


ing to your application.


Sincerely yours, 


Robert E0 Adams, Chief 
Reports and Recrds Unit


65
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


DIVISION OF MINES 
HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 


FERRY BUILDING. SAN FRANCISCO 11


July 5, 1951 


Dr. Oliver Bowles, Commodity Specialist 
Construction and Chemical Materials Branch 
U.S. Bureau of Nines 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Bowles: 


This is in reply to your letter of June 20 addressed 
to Salem J. Rice, who is one of our assistants in geological 
work. Mr. Rice has not yet had much of an opportunity to make 
thorough examination of the deposit of asbestos, in Inyo County, 
to which you refer. He expects to do further work during August 
and after that time will have a much better idea of the deposit 
and I hope a geologic map of it. 


The specimens certainly look very favorable and since. 
it is a new location and a new district for asbestos I should 
think that it would deserve exploration by drilling and trench-
ing. As a matter of fact, we wish something like that could 
be done so as to give more data for the geological work. 


I am enclosing a brief statement by Mr. Rice which 
will give you some idea of what we now know. 


With kindest personal regards,


j 


OPJ:in].b 
Eric.
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OFFiCE MEMO 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


DIVISION OF MINES 


FROM	 . J. Rice	 DATE_July 5, 1951 - 


TO_ Dr. Jenkins	 SUBJECTInd1an Camp asbestos claim 


Located in northern part of the Panamint Mountains, about 8 miles 
south of Tin Mountain, Access from Lone Pine, the nearest town, is by 
20 miles of paved road and 50 miles of poor dirt road. 


Discovered and first owned by A. L. Deats and Mr Thompson, both c/o 
General Delivery, Lone Pine. Recently sold, but we do not have name of 
purchaser. 


Visited by me on April 24, 1951. Approximately 5 hours spent examining 
deposit and collecting specimens. 


Chrysotile asbestos occurs in the contact zone of syenite with white 
dolomite. The surface trace of the contact is approximately elliptical 
in plan, with a long diameter of about 600 feet. Six pits, all of the 
order of 4'x4'x4', had been dug around the periphery of the syenite-
dolomite contact. All showed chrysotile development near the top of the 
contact zone, with green to brown serpentine and diopside-bearing rocks 
below. In places the chrysotile is white and in a porous calcite matrix. 
In other places the chrysotile is grayish and in a frIable brownish 
serpentine. The c'hrysotile veins roughly parallel the contact, and occur 
In a zone up to about 2 feet thick which contains many veins of asbestos. 
Veins are multiple, o that most of the fibers are less than inches in 
length. A_very mali.percentage of the fibers observed are 1/2 to 3/4 
inches In length. All of the fibers observed are harsh, owing to the 
presence of minute crystals of calcite. 


On th basis of the distribution of the 6 prospect pitsand the 
asbestos exposed in them, it appears that the chrysotile may occur in a 
more or less continuous zone above the syenite. 


Recent discoveries of other similar chrysotile asbestos deposits 
have been reported from this vicinity. Therefore, It is possible that 
Mr. Bowles has made reference to another deposit. 


/ 


/ 


/


p 


/1







O
RESTRICTED 


H. M. Neale, Ass t t Chief, Insp., FSS,GSA,Wash DC	 July 31, 1951 
ATTN: Mr. James Hopkins 
a. E. Reno, Jr., Chief, Insp., FSS, GSA, San Francisco 


Recent Chrysotile Asbestos Discovery near Tin Mountain, California 


Attached herewith are two copies of a report on a field examination made 
on the above deposit by Inspector Victor N. Poe, together with two topographic 
maps showing the approximate location of the property. This report is being 
forwarded in accordance with telephone conversation of recent date with 
Mr. James Hopkins. 


Three samples of chrysotile asbestos from Pit Nos. .1, 2 and 3 are being

sentia cxpress to Mr. Ii. C. Maull, Jr. as requested in his letter of May 16, 
1951.


R. E. RENO, JR. 


Attaôhments







RESTRICTED


Los Angeles, California 


July 2L1., l9Sl 


To:	 Mr. R. E. ono, Jr., Chief, Inspection Division 
San Francisco, California 


From:	 Victor N. Poe, Inspector, Los Angeles, California 


S1]bject: Deats Asbestos Discovery, Ballarat Quadrangle, Inyo County, Calif. 


Following are the results of my field examination of the above 
deposit.


As suggested by you, only a preliminary reconnaissance survey was 
made by me at this time, and this was conducted on July 11, l9l, in the 
presence of Mr. Frederick.DuMontier, present owner of this property. 


Location and Description of the Property 


This deposit is located some 200 airlineLIflil e S in the Northerly 
direction from Los Angeles, California, and is situated approximately in the 
center of Inyo County, California, covered by the Ballarat Quadrangle, U.S.G.S. 
Topo Map, copy of which is attached to this report. 


The exact location of this property cannot be given at this tine 
as the survey, by the owner, had not been made to tie into any existing bench-
marks in this area. The plotted location, as shown by me on the attached map, 
is based on measurements taken while traversing, by auto, north of Goldbelt 
Springs and also on topographical features of the property. Thus, the actual 
location can be considered to be as approximately in the NEi/L. of T. l5.,R,Li l E., 
M.D.B.M. (projected) from Topo Map, attached. 


This property presently is known as "Indian Camp Asbestos Mine" and 
consists of two full lode claims, laid out side-by-side in north-south direction. 
The discovery claim was registered in the Mining Location Records Book of Inyo 
County, on page 336, Vol. 62, April , l9l, and the adjoining claim on page 278, 
Vol. 63, July 11, l9Sl. 


At the present time, this property has no equipment or any kind of 
machinery on the premises and, according to the owner's statement, no provision 
is made at this time to acquire a millsite location for this enterprise.
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#2	 RESTRICTED	 July 2)4, 1951 


Subject: Deats Asbestos Discovery, Ballarat Quadrangle, Inyo County, Calif. 


Accessibility of the Property 


This property can be reached by U. S. Highways to Lone Pine or 
Olancha, (Elev. 3619'), thence in southeasterly or easterly direction for a 
distance of some 38 miles, by a good, paved road, to a junction (Elev. 5291'), 
thence in the northerly direction for a distance of 16 miles by an unpaved 
but fairly good county road to a point of a turn-off to a mountain pass road 
(Elev. 617)4'), thence for a distance of 11 miles to Goldbelt Springs by a 
recently cut, one-way, second and mostly low-gear drive mountain pass road, 
(Elev. peak 7)483'). This pass, although needing considerable improvement, was 
cut through about one-half year ago independently, and without assistance of 
County funds, by Mr. Roy Hunter of Goldbelt who, presently, is trucking talc to 
Sierra Talc and Clay Company plant at Keelor, from his one of two talc mines 
located some three miles in a northerly directionfrom Goldhelt. Also, this 
mountain pass road presently is used by Mr. William Skinner of Lone Pine, who 
is shipping lead ore to Salt Lake City, from his mines near Goldbelt. 


From Goldbelt, (Elev. )42l7'), property is reached by fairly good, 
almost level dirt road, traveling in a northerly direction for a distance of 
6.8 miles.


Ownership of the Property 


The discovery of Asbestos on this property was made on April 3, 1951, by 1fr. Al Deats of Lone Pine, Califoriva. Mr. Deats, with his partner, Mr. 
L. B. Thompson, Los Angeles, were sole owners of this discovery claim until 
July 5, 1951, when they sold the claim to Mr. Frederick DuMontier, 1185 Banyan 
Street, Padadena, California. Although originally Mr. Deats asked $15,000.00 
cash and 20 percent in royalties on production for this claim, the claim was 
actually sold for $5,000.00 àash, outright. Qfl July 11, 1951, Mr. DuMontier 
acquired second claimas described above and, at present, he is the sold owner 
of the property. 


Geology, Asbestos Occurrence, Sampling,arid General Features 


The area covered by this report is a mild fractirm nf 
geologically unmapped area of this portion of In 
on this reconnaissance survey were mostly consum 
looking for possible additional outcroppings. Or 
and there, and a very limited time were spent on 
structural geology of this area. The County roc1 
highly exfoliated pre-granitic metamorphic. The 
shape ledge of these rocks, which gradually slopc 
direction from Panamint Range Peaks and disappetr 
the narrow valley. The occurrence of Asbestos is 
be, a flow of the intruded nephelite_syenite rock 
by, the lime stone_dolomite formation which serves 
Structurally, it is very likely that this latter


ro County. The six hours spent 
?d by cutting samples and 
ily an occasional glance here 
a study of the general and 
of this area is Predominantly 


claims are located on a fan-
downward in the southwesterly 


under the allual fill of 
confined to, what appears to 
in contact with, and overlain 
as a host rock of this Asbestos. 


formation was a sill, dipping 


COPY







#3	 RESTRICTED
July 21, 195]. 


Subject: Deats Asbestos Discovery, Ballarat Quadrangle, Inyo County, Calif. 


Some 150 southwesterly, and contact syenite rock served as a footwall. Due 
to continuous erosion, only a few patches of this sill now remain, and these 
are found only within the peripheral limits of some L5O feet diameter area. 


There were only 8 prospect pits dug on these claims and only 3 
exposed asbestos veinlets. Pit No. 1, from which sample No. 1 was taken, is 
located 78 feet S.,. 82° W. from center of Claim No. 1. This pit is 1 feet 
deep, 5 feet wide and 8 feet long. The cross-fiber Chrysotile Asbestos 
vein]..ets exposed in this pit some 1 1/2 feet from the surface, showed a definite 
lentiularity but, in general, . persistence can be noted in arrangement of these 
veinlets paralelling average limestone-dolomite strike which is approximately 
S. 72° E. with a dip of 150 E. The thickest, -gross Asbestos veirilete in this 
pit were measured as being close to 8 inches; this includes dolomite partings 
between each veinlet. Asbestos here ranges from grade No. 1 to grade No. 7 
and it contains a small percentage of a possible"spinning" grade. (See 
sample No. 1 shipped to you.) Pit No. 2 is located 132 feet N., 83° w., 
also from the center of the same claim. This pit is approxiinate].y Li' x Li' x Lj' 


in size, and exposes one foot from the surface sinillar, but somewhat lower 
grades vein].ets that were found in Pit No. 1. (See Sample No. 2 as shipped 
to you.) The dolomite-limestone in this pit, although having approximately 
same strike, shows distortion and a steeper dip of about Li? 0 E., indicating a 
doubtful, but possible, existence of a dyke. This radical change in a dip 
may also be caused by a suspected slide in this area. Iit No. 3 is located 
367' S., 76° E. from the center of the same claim. This pit is 3/2 feet deep, 
2 1/2 feet wide and 6 feet long, and exposes 2 feet below the surface, a 6-inch 
gross veinlet, of a harsh type Chrysotile Asbestos. (See Sample No. 3 as shipped 
to you). Dip and strike could not be accurately determined in this pit, as this 
patch of limestone definitely has slid down the slope. 


The remaining S pits found on these claims, which did not expose any 
of the Asbestos veinlets, also were a smi-1 size pit holes, similar to those 
described above. No additional outcroppings of limestone-dolomite or exposure 
of Asbestos veinlets were found at this time. 


Suggested geological interpretation of occurrence of the Asbestos 
deposit on this property and the present shp'ings, as described above, indicate 
that this deposit is of a non-commercial value. Probably no more than five 
tons of asbestos could be screened out from present showings. .A very doubtful 
possibility of the existence of the limestone-dolomite dyke showing in Pit No. 2, 
as described above, could change the picture as to a possible economic value 
of this property. This possibility can only be proved by trenching, or a 
shallow to 10' deep diamond-core drilling. 


Additional economic problems as to the future pay return from this 
property are the general features of this area. As it can be noted from Topo 


COPY







#Ii.	 July 2Li, 195]. 


Sulject: Deats Asbestos Discovery, Ballarat Quadrangle, Inyo County, Calif. 


attached to this report, this area is the virgin, uninhabited portion of 
Death Valley National Monument, known for its extreme aridity. There is no 
water or power available within 50 miles of the property. The nearest rail-
road siding is at Keeler, some 62 miles from the property, through the 
mountain pass described above. AU this, and the acute shortage of manpower 
in the area, add up to a necessity of proving a large tonnage on this deposit 
before aiiy other investment is made. 


Conclusion 


Although present findings, a s d€scribed above, indicate that this 
deposit is of a non-commercial value, the fact that Chrysotile Asbestos has 
been found in this geologically urunapped area, this discovery deserves 
further consideration. The present owner informed that, up to this time, 
he has invested approximately $7,000.00 in this enterprise. It can be 
recommended that an additional - perhaps not more than $5,000.00 - be in-
vested on exploration work in the area before calling it a loss. Even if 
proposed trenching and diamond-core drilling will definitely prove that 
this discovery- is of no feasible economic value, the geologic findings 
alone will more than compensate the loss sustained. 


Respectfu]].y submitted, 


/8/ 


Victor N. Poe, Inspector 


Attachment (map) 2
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