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| o . Docket Copy

, ( o o ' ‘ ’  Surname:
. UNITED STATES = .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION  ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON. 25, D.C. .. ©00

FEB ' 91955
Mr. A, B. J. Hammett - S '
509 Victoria Rational Bank L .
- Building S ’ N
Viotoria, Texas
Re: Docket No. m—-3423 - I)ianonds
Hammatt Diamond Mine ‘
(Kimberlite Mine) '
A. B. J. Hammett .
Pike {:ounty, Arkansas .
Dear Nr. Hamctt: . ‘ ’

Referenca is made ‘bo your lettor of January 25, 1955,
on the subject a.pplication. ‘ -

" Your comments on the Befenae Hineralas Rynloration .
Adninistration program have been carefully noted. This office did
not imterpret your letter of November 30, 1954, to Mr. Clinton C.
Enox as & request for withdrawal of your applioation, therofore, -
ve continued to process it to completion. Under the rules and _
regulations on which Government exnloration assistance is granted,
Your program failed t5 qualify because the geologic probability of
making a signifieant discovery was not considered sufficiently
favoreble to justify Government participation and not beca.uae of
insufficient reserves. as you have indicated.

The denial of your applic.ation for explomtion aasist&nm
shonld not be eonsidercd as a condemmation of your pronerty any
more than an approval of a Defense Mimerals Eyploration Administra-
" tion contract ecould be interpreted as a Government endorsement of
yowr propsriy. - : 4 :

To our ]tnovledge ro Dcfense Minerala Explor«tion adninistra—-
~ tion field team report has been released to any property owner and
no excepiion to this rule has been made by the Washington office.
These reports ere made for the confidentisl use of the Gmrment
and are not for public distridbution. *

Ye regrat thet any mismderstmding has arisen in connec-
tion with your application.

1 A - | Sincerely ymg, B
: ' ‘ , . C. O. Mittendorf ( M
LGHouk :gad 2/7/55 ' Administrator

Copy to: Admr: R. File = Field Teem, Region IV . . Mr. Kiilsgaard 5222
- " Docket _ Mr Chandler, 3518 . Mr. Hou.k :






° °
A. B J HAMM ETT DEPARTHIEs o

Befonse Elincrals ddmmstans.
509 VICTORIA NAT'L BANK BLDG. RECEIVED
TELEPHONE 322x Hi 5-1662

VICTORIA, TEXAS FEB = jl ?gﬁé

January 25, 1955

The U. S. Department of the hterior‘/
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Mittendorf
Administrator
Re: Docket DMEA 3423 - Diamonds
Hammett Diamond Mine, (Ximberlite
Diamond Mine), A. B. J. Hammett
Pike County, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Mittendorf:

I have just received your letter of January 19 which is a rather disappointing letter
in several respects. First of all, in my letter of November 30 to Mr. Clinton Knox,

I made it crystal clear that I was not interested as of ‘that date in any DMEA, Govern-
ment participation in my project from the standpomt of Exploritory wark, and that

in itself automatically cancelled my earlier appllca tion t6 the Department.

In view of my letter of November 30 and its contents, the second and third paragraphs
of your letter of January 19, which, in a sense is a recorded sabotage and condemn-—
ation of this property, was entirely unwarranted uncalled for and unJustli‘led.

Mr. Knox was advised of my desire to not participate in any manrer at all wherein
your program was concerned because of tle extreme amount of red tape and cost to a
legitimate mining man in Administrative expenses in order to procure some assisténce
on addi tional exploration work. It was further stated and made clear that I had
intended to wark from our original core drilling and our information which we have
on this prpperty and is known to us as far as these deposits are cocerned and that
what I had decided, was an operation of production at this time rether than
experimental work such as your Exploritory work covers.

This seems to be sort of a usual pattern that has been followed many times in offices
in'Washington, D. C. A record is made condemnirp a good_piece of property upon which &
Government employ or hlS staff have never made an examination, that would justify

their statements.

The only time that the Government has ever been asked to step onto this property by
me was at the time Mr. Knox visited it with me in the Fall of 1954 and as I recall
his personal attitude, statements, and opinion of this property at the time he
visited it certainly was a complete reverse to anything that you have indicated to
me in your lefier and at that time it was Mr. Knox's intention to proce€d with
formal papers for further Mineral Exploration on another part of this property if I






so desiref And here again, I wish to peint out that in my letter of November 30, \///
I definitely rejected any Exploritory assistence that had been applied for and

that, in itself, made it entirely ﬁnnecesggfy for your office to put into your

file a letter and an article denying this assistence and far tle reasms you state.

With regards to your last paragravh, it is true thet +the report made by Mr. Knox
upon this personal piece of property was confidential and for the wuse of the
Government., However, I know where such reports have been made by the Government
in this same area and have been released to the property owrers and I therefore
cannot understand why vou would choose to make an exception in my case. I would
further ask your good office by just what method you arrive at whether there are
suf ficient reserves or not in a piece’ of property when you have never drilled one
hole in it which is the purpose of the.DMEA's function.

So far I have not been able to contact anyore occupying a desk in Washington, D.C.
or an Engineer, private or Government who have X-ray eyes and have been able to
determine the extent of deposits such as the function of your Administration is to
determire through actual work end physical operations. I have sperta great deal

of my time in Washington, D. C. and am fairly well acquainted with representatives
who, I am sure, will agree whole heartedly with me on this ratter. I might aid that
your letter of Januery 19 in reply to mine of Noverber 30 required no answer from
you whatsoever other than an acknowledgement that I had withdrawn my application
and was a direct contradiction to the information given me in your office in Wash-
ington, D.C. which was the basis upa which I spent the time and money to prepare the
material which your office required with the original applisation.

T will be very much interested in finding out, which I intend to make it part of my

business to do, just why such confliction in as important a type of Exploritory work
as this should be thought of in the manner disclosed by your letter of Januayy 19.

Yours very truly,

Ch3.S- 754
A. B. J. Hammett

ABJH:pk





P o . - ‘Docléet Copy .
- _UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

- DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 600

* JAN 19 1955

Mr. A. B. J. Hammett
509 Victoria National Bank
Building A .
Victoris, Texas S o
o Re: Docket Ho. DMih-3423 -~ Diamonds
- Hammett Diamond Mine
{Kimberlite Mine)
| | A. B. J. Hammett
. : . Pike County, Arkansas
Dear Mr. Hammett: o ' .

\ Reference is made to your application for expioriation
- assistance at the subject property and your letter of November 30,
1954, to Mr. Glintqn C. Knox, Exscutive Officer of Region VI. :

Projects approved by the Defense Minerals Exploration
Administrgtion must, in its judgment, show Gefinite promisec of
~ ¥ielding materials of acceptable grade in quantitiss that will
- eignificantly improve the mincral supply position for the Hational
Defense Program, ' o . ' :

Careful study of 2ll our informatlon indicates o us that
. the probability of disclosing significant reserves of diamonds by
your proposed program is not sufficlently promising to justify
Government participation, We rogret %o advise you, under these
circugstances » that your application for cxploration assistance is
denied. = S o S

The results of the field team oxamination are confidential
for the use of the Governmemt only and are not relecased %o prozorty
owners. We wish to thank you for your interest in the Dcfence
Minerals Program and for bringing your property to our attention.

" Sincerely yours, '-

0. 0. Mittendort ( ‘%/“”r‘a |
_Administrator =
LGHouk:gad 1/12/55 . S ' .
Copy to: Admr. R. File
Docket File -

Operating Commiitee R ' ' S

Field Team, Region ®¥&\V' = =~ = . . .

"Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 S ‘
\

~ Mr. Chandler, 3518 .
. Mr. Houk -





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 600

January 12, 1955
Memorandum“f
To: Administrator
From: Nonmetallic Mineréls Division ?éiﬁ?
Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and summary report.
By: Lawrence G. Houk

1. Docket No. DMEA-3423 - Diamonds
Property: Hammett Diamond Mine (Kimberlite Mine)
Pike County, Arkansas

Applicant: A. B. J. Hammett
509 Victoria National Bank Building
Victoria, Texas

Application - Form MF-103 received July 23, 1954.

Work proposed: Rebuild some of the roads to clear away
existing undergrowth. To erect small area of chain
link fence. Some rough buildings erected. Pumps,
pipe, motors, washing equipment, tools, will be
provided as well as rehabilitation of old buildings.
Core drilling and reopening of old pits.

Amount requested §$20,000.00
No contract: Application denied.

2. Comments:

The application does not present a clear program for
exploration of the property. The applicant did not under-
stand the nature of the exploration assistance program and
after discussions with Mr. Clinton C. Knox of the Field
Team states he is disappointed and slightly confused by the
program. He, no doubt, expected being set up in business
by the Government. Mr. Hammett indicates in his letter of
November 30, 1954, that he may start a washing and mini
operation. The Field Team Report recommends denial. (1,
Insufficient data were obtainable to support a contract.
(2) Field Team's examination failed to reveal geologic
possibilities of a worthwhile discovery. (3) Applicant did
not make a definite proposal or indicate any suggested more
definite practicable plan that would be acceptable. (4)
Applicant stated that he would not allow samples to be
removed from the property for testing.






Recommendations:

The Nonmetallic Minerals Division concurs in the
field team's recommendation to deny the application.
The Geological Survey and the Bureau of Mines are in
agreement,





UNITED STATES VR R avunh

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ... il Kaetela
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY R
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. T g 4 1855

January 13, 1955

Re: DMEA-3423

Hammett Mine
Pike Co., Ark.
S Diamond
Memorandum
To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: E. L. Newconmb, Ui S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Team examination report

The Field Team's recommendation for denigl is well justi-
fied on basis of facts presented in their report.

The present application should bLe denied and no further
consideration made of this property until more favorable evidence is
presented in e new and more complete application.

E. L Noaweanli—

E. ) L. I&ewcomb

IN REPLY REFER TO:





UNITED STATES SR g5 e
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIORS firgrgls gy Hov

P Minisiratizy
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION" CEIvED

R ASENERAO B0 JA N= 4195 5

P. 0. Box #431
Joplin, Missouri

’ December 30, 1954
o/ Airmail
The DMEA Operating Committee
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.
‘ Re: Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds)

Hammett (Kimberlite) Mine

Dear Sirs: Pike County, Arkansas

With reference to your August 16 letter concerning the
cited docket, transmitted herewith are the original and three
copies of my report of a field examination with a denial to the
applicant recommended.

Sincerely yours,

Cln T, O Tt
Clinton C. Knox

Executive Officer
CCK/vks DMEA Field Team, Region VI

Encl. (4)
cc: DMEA Op. Com (3)

Mr. Laurence
34,23 file
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

" P, O. BOX 431
JOPLIN, MISSOURI

DEPARTRIERT OF 38 W7~
Defense Einerals adminsti i
RECEI(ED

DecedBdb=34, 1935

REPORT OF FIELD EXAMINATION

Hammett (Kimberlite) Diamond Mine
Pike County, Arkansas

By Clinton C. Knox
Mining Engineer
Application Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds)
A.B.J. Hammett .
509 Victoria National Bank Building
: Victoria, Tex.

Introduction, Su.tmnarx, and Conclusions

In response to the August 16 referral from the DMEA
Operating Committee, the subject application was reviewed and deemed
unworthy of further consideration. Later, however, a field assign-
ment in southeastern Oklahoma, afforded an opportunity for this
writer to arrange returning via Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where the
day of October 25 was devoted to discussing the subject application,
and examining the property with the applicant. Obviously he had
become quitejfamiliar with the area so employed a local jeep-driver
to take us to the property which finally was found after much
driving and searching along the dim muddy forest trails.

No records, written statements, or credible recollections
were made available concerning the actual data on the prospecting
and exploratory drilling reportedly done there years ago, or con-
cerning the value and physical volume of the diamonds believed to
have been produced during the obviously small amount of mining that
was done there.

The total surface area of intrusive periodotite (harde«
bank"), periodotite breccia (*yellow or blue ground®), and
volcanic breccia-tuff included in this so-called Kimberlite plug,






could not be determined by this examination, but evidently might
include all the 92 acres described in the application. This writer
was convinced, however, that some of the 50,000 diamonds reportedly
produced in Arkansas during the past 50 years probably came fram
the few shallow Kimberlite (Bird—Kean) diggings in the predominant
weathered Yyellow ground" exposures in a l0-acre area centered
around the old house indicated on the applicantt!s sketch map. The
weathered "yellow ground® deposits apparently are the only rock
type in these Arkansas periodotite plugs on which hopes for a
successful commercial mining operation can be held. On the basis
of the comparable yardages that have been excavated and treated,
this Kimberlite “yellow ground" deposit reasonably might be assumed
to have been as productive as that at the more extensively operated
mines of the Prairie Creek diamond area.

Any amount of project work that possibly could be justi-
fied on the subject property in the forseeable future, could not
complete even preliminary exploration of the above-mentioned most
favorable-appearing 10 acres. This applicant does not appear to
have the necessary qualifications, however, to plan and carry out
a comprehensive exploration program.

Undoubtedly diamonds have been found, and more can be
found yet at the Kimberlite mine but a geologic probability that a
discovery could be made there which would contribute materially to
the defense program, could not be determlned by thls examination
or from known geologlc facts. .

Recommendation

Denial of the application is recommended on the following
grounds: ’

1. Insufficient data was obtainable in support of the
application.

2. The field examination failed to reveal a definite
geologic probability that a worthwhile discovery would
result- from any sort of an exploration project.

3. The applicant did not present any plan for the
exploration proposal or indicate that any suggested
more definite practicable plan would be acceptable

to him.

L. The applicant stated that he would not permit any
samples to be removed from the property or any
diamond recovery testing or sample analyses to be
meade elsewhere than on the property, under his direct
supervision.
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Property, Locationl énd Accessibility

The 80-acre diamond mining property which the applicant
stated is now the total extent of his ownership and control in the
area, includes all of the S/2 of NW/% of section 14, T. 8 S., R.
25 W., Pike County, Ark. It is about 3 miles airline, due east of
the village of Murfreesboro.

Since the more direct access roads to the property
apparently have been abandoned, the examination trip had to be
made by traveling the recently improved road southeasterly from
Murfreesboro 5 miles through the Prairie Creek diamond area along
the Little Missouri River, and then after turning off northerly
on a narrow logging road for about 3 miles, a dim forest trail
was found which led about 1/2 mile west to the old house on the
applicantts property. ’

Except for the remains of the old house, a well, and some
indications of the few test pits and shallow trenches (as indicated
on the applicant's sketch map), little evidence was found in the
heavy undergrowth of any prospecting or mining ever having been done
in that hilly, heavily wooded tract which like all the surrounding
area, so quickly reverts to the original virtual jungle.

The Apﬁlicant

The applicant appeared to have financial means and is
said to be successful in his various fields of business, but made
no claims to have ever conducted a mining exploration or commercial
mining operation.

This writer was convinced, however, that the applicant -
had had some sort of interest in this Kimberlite (Bird-Keen) property,
and had been instrumental in conducting some of the preparatory work,
along with some desultry, small-scale, excavating and sluicing that
reportedly was done there in 1942. Also he pointed out some of the
land lines that he had cleared in 1948.

The applicant stated that the Arkansas Geolggical Survey
had offered to do all the necessary technical consulting work on the
proposed exploration project and lend an auger drill for use thereon.
He also stated that an experienced operator, whose name he was yet
not at liberty to divulge, tentatively had been employed to be in
charge of the proposed project work. )






The Applicant's Proposal and Suggegted;ﬁ}tergépives

' The applicant presented no plan for the proposed -exploration
of the property and his vague requests in the application were mostly
for items of a mining development and production nature. The small
amount requested to be allocated for exploration purposes only, would
have been inadequate for any comprehensive exploration program on any
part of the property. He considered all those extraneous items, in-
cluding clearing the land, fencing it, building living and project
office quarters, the washing and recovery plant, etc., were necessary
and allowable, wince he intended to safeguard, treat, and obtain the
results of the samples entirely on the property. Since adequate
information could not be obtained for evaluating the proposal, the
examination was deemed advisable. ‘

Although this writer is not qualified to set up an explora-
tion program and analytical sample testing methods for diamontiferous
deposits, during the examinationj he did urge the applicant to present
a detailed exploration plan, and’'a tentative agreement with some reli-
able concern which could properly treat and analyze the samples to the
mutual satisfaction of the applicant and the Government. The applicant
stated that permission would not be given for removal of any samples
from the property.

This writer also questioned that the 6-inch open-auger-type
power-drill which the applicant stated he had arranged to borrow from
the Arkansas Geological Survey, would satisfactorily explore the
deposit. The hard fragments of unweathered periodotite breccia found
discarded at the previously worked trenches indicates that the predomin-
ant sticky, clay=like, weathered ¥yellow ground” surface mantle might
not extend very deep in most places, and probably not exceed 40 feet
in depth anywhere. Since the slight topographic depression believed to
mark this so-called Kimberlite plug, lies at the head of an easterly
branching ravine from Prairie Creek (see Caddo Gap topog sheet),
erosion could be expected to have more nearly kept pace with weather-
ing than at the Prairie Creek diamond mining area, 3 miles to the
south and some 200 feet lower, in the valley of the Little Missouri
River. That small auger drill could not be expected to penetrate the
unaltered periodotite, and probably would not recover sufficient sample
of such weathered material as could be drilled, to be representative
of the tenor of the shallow part of the deposit, even in the previously
mentioned most favorable appearing 10 acres lying in the slight topo-

graphic depression.

This writer suggested the 6btaining of a large preliminary

: ﬁulk sample by cutting a trench with a bulldozer, shovel loader, or

back-hoe shovel, through the &light ridge on the west side of the old






v . . ’
a . .

house. Then, if justifiable, additional sufficiently large samples of
the weathered "yellow ground” probably best could be obtained by using
a large bucket drill (see Bureau of Mines'! R. I. 4549). Finally a
deep test might be justified in which large-bore cable-tools likely
could be used to obtain sufficient sample for determining the economic
feasibility of recovering diamonds from the unweathered periodotite
breccia at depth. If all that exploratory work indicated the pos-
sibility for a commercial operation, then the size and depth of the
deposit to be explored would appear virtually unlimited.

The applicant agreed to give consideration to these sug-
gestions and“to the eventual presentation of some such definite project
proposal, to be supplemented by a map showing plans, and a realistic
cost estinmte.

Judging from his November 30 letter to this wrlter, however,
the applicant has abandoned all plans for a DMEA exploration project.

MC'W
Clinton C. Knox
CCK/vks Mining Engineer

ce: DMEA Op. Com (3).
Mr. Laurence
Mr. Knox
3423 file
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UNITED STATES ¢, ..

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR = b
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION T SR RN
RS AN A D t'!-,i—::., R S :
P. 0. Box #1431

Joplin, Missouri . o
| — December 23, 195,
Hre A. B. J. Hamett | :
509 Vietoria Nat'l. Bk. Sldg.

Victoria, Texas | * Re: Docket RiBA-3423 (diamonds) -
| T e Harmett (Kimberlite) Mine
Dear dr. Hammett: o - Pike County, Ark. -

. ' This is to ackucwledge your letter of Noverber 30,

I regret this delay due to other pressing a3sigmuents which also :
have prevented cozpletion of my report to be submitted to Washington,
covering ny examination of your broperty with you on October 25, ..
Admittedly, =iy delay on coipleting that report, prior to receiving
your letter, was with expasctations. tiat you might present necessary
details for an exploration project proposal on about 10-acres of
~ the most favorable-appearing part of Jour property, as we discussed

‘there. I gathered from your letter, however, that instead you are
contemplating withdrawal of your application. - S '

' : . I assure you that since becoming acquainted with
Jou and your property, so that I now understand more clearly the
particular problens ‘eonfronting you, I am in sympathy with your
viewpoint as a potential producer of strategic industrial diamonds.
I deeply regret your expressed disappoirtment in the extent of
assistance which I outlined as wight bs approved to reet soms of
those problens under the Umitations of the Defense Hinerals .
Iixploration Prograv. - L

' .- I plan to complete and sutwit my report to

Washington next week, but since work by the Bureau of Mines and
Geological Survey members of the Field Team on such exaninations
&nd reports autiorized on applicantts properties, is done in a
consulting capacity for tie Government, at the request of DiE4,
we aro not at liberty, as you requested, to re¢lease copies of
reports t0 any individual. I am sending a copy of this and your
-letter to the DME4 office in Washington tonight, in case that it
‘should feel free to send you a copy of £y report.. - . .

: Iricidently,-"rérerring to our conversation about |
Governzent rining loans, I noticed in the Deceiber issue of the






. \ . .

Enginnring and xining Journal Just roccived that t.he omall ‘

Business Administration has recont}.y a.pproved same losns to mining .

concerns, which as I previously told you I believed had never been '
' done before. Likewise, as I previocusly stated, I understand that
-any Government agency would be given ‘access. to reports or other
infomtion in tho DHEA ﬁlas. _ x : :

| I onjoyed visiting you and your properby and hare— R |

by want to express ny appreciation for your time and effort, and
- that of the guide with a jeep that you engaged, who was able to ‘

take us to the old Ximberlite digging; (aftcr some uandering ovor :
the various dim Junslo trails) . . ‘

Ui‘bh the Soaaon's Greet.ings, I romain
| o Very eincorely yomrs, L
| | " Clinton C. Knox ‘
. A T Executive Officer . '
CCK/vks =~ . ' .. DMBa Fiald Team, Region VI ,

© get DMEA Op Com (w/ C) ' |
= Mr. Laurence, U.S. G.S. Knoxville (w/c)
3423 rile : ; o






Y A. B. J. Hammett N S
509 Victoria Nat'l Bank Bldg '
Victoria, Tex.
November 30, 1954

Mr. Clinton C. KnaxV
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

P. 0. Box 431

Joplin, Missouri Subject: Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds)
Hammett-Kimberlite Mine

Dear Mr. Knox: _ Pike County, Arkansas

I have intended to write you several times since our visit on the
subject property last month, but have been extremely busy and am
Just now getting around to it.

I enjoyed meeting you and appreciated your time spent with me in
looking over the property. I presume you have already sent in your
report with respect to your visit, and since this report was on a
private piece of property entirely owned by myself, I presume you
do not have any objections to sending me a copy of your report or

asking the Department in Washington to forward a copy to me.

After our visit, I can frankly tell you that I was certainly dis-
appointed as well as slightly confused with the type of so-called
assistance that is offered under the program, and I have a feeling
of dread when it comes to thinking about being involved with such a
deal as you outlined. I also was considerably amysed as well as
samewhat disgusted with the information I have recently received
from the Bureau of Federal Supply. Here we are with officials in
Washington going on record to tell a person how important it is to
this Administration to have a stockpile of stragetic materials,
especially Industrial diamonds and describe all of the elements
pertaining to our risk and future security where such a product is
involved and then to learn that the Bureau of Federal Supply has
been stripped of all of its authority and buying power and that the
divisions which have been set up for mining and the handling of
mining matters and materials which we tax payers have spent mil-
lions of dollars to create, cannot function now because - all of

- this important matter has been turned over to the Agricultural
Department, of all people, and they are now engaged in a process
of trading surplus butter and eggs and other types of surplus
material they have for Industrial diamonds. Now, of course, there
is only a slight fly in the ointment and that is, I am advised I
will have to be a foreligner or go to Europe and thereby make a
deal for some surplus butter or something else and in turn black
market it for twentyfive times the amount that the Government
would normally pay for Industrial Diamonds for stockpiling pur-
poses, etc.——





If an American Citizen, taxpayer, mine owner, has any chance of
survival against such a practice as this, I am at a-loss to know
what it would be, and canbined with the proposition you outlined,
I would say that whoever is doing the plamning in Washington on
these matters and whoever is list.ening to such plannmg is really
getting the treatment.

I think possibly I will reopen my property on a small scale and
start a washing and mining operation independent of the hazards

and obstacles that my own country seems to feel would stop me
rather than encourage me to continue with such a development.

With my very best regards to you and thanking you to send me a
copy of your report, I am ‘

Very sincerely yours,

ABJH /pk - /s/ ‘A. B. J. Hammett
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UNITED STATES =~

. g . ) " ‘..Y T'_‘T‘. '\UJF T:E . '
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTER@l;QM;m% &ammsm%a |

DEFENSE }MlNER}S EXPRA[ plNl_?TRA@I@W? fal E
" Box 31 @@12%@5@
Joplin, ¥issouri o
o o October 20, 1954
AR MAIL L :

‘essrs, Ralph I, Erickson and laurence V, Blade o

Goologists, U, S, Geological Survey ‘ ' N o

;/o Co B+ Wilson, Wilson's Spring .- Res Dooke}: DMEA-3L123 (dismends)

dot Springs, Arkansss » Hammett (Kimberlite) mine
Dear Sirs: S

With reference to i, Irickson's telephone call to me on September 23,
¥r. A. Bs C, Hammett of Victoria, Texas, has agreed to meet me for = discuse
sionof the spplicetion at the offiee of his attorney, ¢, lLindle Hlle, in
Mrrfreesboro on next Monday morning, October 25, Presumsbly the spplicant?s
property will be visited or exanined, if found justifisble, aleo that day,

I intend to errive in Mumrfrecsboro Sundey night sfter expected:
completdds of a mangensse proporty examination at Bromide, Okle,, on
which Don Maclaren, Ceologist from your Demver office is to be the Survey
member of the Field Team, Therefare, since I am to be in that patt of the
Region, Monday appeared to be the most logical time to request M, Iammet ¢
to meet me on the subject field referral, Based upon the information I
have been sble to dig up on the subjest property, I certainly hesitate to
asy that a geological exsmination is warranted st this time or might ever
reveal sny thing of signifigance, I sincerely would welcome your colleboration
that day, however, if at this late dete, you could possibly srrangs %o o
come to Murfreesboro, ; A , B

During the telephone call yesterday from Harshman and Maclaron of
the USGS Denver Office, Pele Beroni slso spoke briefly to me concerning
another Field Team matter in Oklahome, and I tenatively agreed to moet
him at Murfrecsboro or Hot Sprinzs before roturning to Joplin that lfonday
night or the next day, to review material for a xmxt Pield Team report
that he is writing, Therefore, in case you decide that s peolopgic
examination of the Hemmett property is not warrsnted, I may heve the
opportunity of meeting you anyhow at Hot Springe. L ‘

Sincerely yours, =

: - ‘Clinton ¥mox
DA Op, Coms (2), “esh, — Uxecutive Officer
M, leurence, Emoxville = . - DIEA Field Team, Reg, VI
323 116 -

- Qoes






DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

f‘z%

P. 0. Box #431
Joplin, Missouri

¥r. 4. B. J. Hammett . . .
509. Victoria Nat?l. Bank Bldg. - ’ ‘
Vietoria, Texas ] " He: Docket m-ma-saza (d:.amcnds)

, Hanmett(Kinmberlite) Mine
Dear Ar. Hammett : : - Pike County, Ark

Referring to your oeptember 14 letter, a trip has been
scheduled for me to exarine applicants? properties in southeastern
‘Oklahona on Qctober 23 and 24, so I would be pleased to neet ynu in
Hurfreesboro Arkansas, on lMonday, October 25. o

: I would like to take that opportunity- to discuss your
~application with you, and to visit the subJact property if you could
arrange to accompany me then.

Please let ue know we}.l beforehand hcm that proposecl
~meet.mg would fit into your busy schedule. .

'Very sincerely .YW%

: ‘ ‘ Executxve Officer
CCK/vks DMEA Field Teat, mgm vI
7
‘ec: DMEA Op. Com (2) v’
- Robert A. Laurence, Knoxv:.lle, Tenn. '
Messrs. R. L. Erickson and L. V. Blade, DMEA Field Team

Region VI., cfo U. S. Geol. Survey-Gen.Del. ‘Hot' Springs, Ark.

31;23 file

" UNITED ST ATES - o T

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION Ly i - 85/ :

_ October 8, 1954






DMEA, Washington

® &

" UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

AR SN
¥ S\ \J » » .

P. 0. Box #431 ~ SIS w\
Joplin, Missouri Septembe® 16,1954

Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer
'DMEA Fisld Team, Region VII

Room 13, Postoffice Res Docket No. DMEA-3423 (Diamonds)
Knoxville 2, Tenn. A. B. J. Haumett ‘

‘ Hammett (Eimberlite) Diamond Mine
Dear Mr. Laurence: Pike County, Arkansas

This is another in reply to your letter of September
2 with regard to the above-cited field referral.

I £ind that this office received only one copy of
the voluminous application which, however. presented insufficient
information pertaining to the requested [MEA loan. I presumed that
you had received copies of the subject application, reviews by the
Commodity irowp, and Washington correspondence. I now notice indieat-
ed thereon that copies evidently were made for Mr. Koschmann. I
wunderstood that his Denver Office of the Geological Survey was to
serve on this Field Team's work only in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.
Therefore copies of all material in this dockel file, excapt the .
application, are enclosed herewith for your information.

: Supplementing my reusrks in a September 3 letter
to the applicant, the enclosed copy of which I belisve you will find
self-explamatory, 1 think the pertinent information given in the
application can be summariszed to your satisfaction in these few
wordss

~ On the proposed project to cost $20,000 at the old
Kimberlite diamond mine property embracing 80 acres, the S/2 of NW/A4
section 14, T. 8, B. 25, only an estimated $2,000 was for "some core
drilling, bulldozing, and dragline work™ to be let to an independent
contractor. Aside from some part of $5,000 to be allowed for labor,
supervision, and consultant!s fees in cormection with the actual
exploratory work, the balance wzs requested for clearing all the
dense underbrush from the peridotite outcrops, building a ehaln-link
fense for plant protection, construction of living, engineering, and
mill quarters, installation of a washing and diamond recovery plant,
rental and/or purchasc of equipment, and other things which cannot
be construed as exploration work.
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_ ' Onthehﬁsotmmmstmtimotamwuhm
'aonprehonaiu applmtion a year ago (Doekst IMEA-3087, diamonds ~ .
John Q. S,. Clair), covering the mwmﬁ virtually {dectieal
deposit o& the Arkansas diamond mdnes (Pralirtie Cresk Diamond Am), L
it appears questiocnable that $20,000 would afford secoaplishing s
‘& couprehenaive. mlmtcn core drilling pm at t.ha M‘h
dm’itu R .

, I am mticipating & mm reforral moﬁbla‘ ina
‘month, on & manganess spplisation %n- southeastern Oklahoms. Then
o Af thia applicant for a diamond exploration bas made’ SOmg reason- -
able efforts to fwrnish the required supporting data, and you and

I agree that a Fisid reuummu;mum,zmlm }
the examination or assist one of ydur men there at that time. ' In
my opinion, howevee, the sbove-tsntioned St. Clair application ‘whish -
was denied for. mmtmmtummm«mmmmua o
mueh more favorable oppoxt\miw te i.nvaatigata Arkamu ddamond
’pobentiamies

I realize that the. memmu:ymr those pevimuu,
pimsismmamwmmmmmemwntof

the Survey it may be important to.obtain some deep drill hole data
there. I will be pleased to go along with arwmcmndat.im,mu '
gest.:lcm, or upiniona ymw.uh wcﬁ’ar. : - o

, ' . When a reply to W(Smtember 3 httar is rec.eived
from the nppucant I\dll forward a copy to you imdiatoly. . \

 Zaal (6)

Sincerely ',ytmrs, o
. | . Climn C. Knox |
o - Executive Officer ‘ :
ooX/eks - . o0 VDM Field Team, Beglon vz
'm DMEA (z)

) rile






- S SRR S C(;PIE. D.IEA (2) ¥
C - R . R ‘ Mra Laurence

Y o - A: B. J. HAMMETT S
: e 509 Victoria Natl Bank Bldg oo 2

: Telephone 322 . - R UL

Vlctorﬁc ‘Texas . RS A
: ' ueptember lh, 195A

ir. Clinton C. Knox .

. Dxecutive Officer DMEA

Ficld Team Region VI "Subject: - Docket DMEA 3&?3 "Dl&“OnQ

P ( Box 431 : %+ L Harmett Mine: ,
Joplin, Missouri - -+ . Pike County, Arkan .
. o \

Dear {dr. Knox:

I hfvé just returned froxm the West‘Cbast‘and,youf letter of éepteﬁber
3rd was on my desk. I have several other trips plamned throughout the ..
next Wontho, however, if you will advise me possibly a week or ten

- days in advance of your contempTAted visit to the subject property, I
will be very happy to arrange umy schedule to meet with yours. 4s a

partial reply to your question under Item 3 (2), the 80 acres of 1l and

" is owned outright by me and is 21l of the acreage that I owm. At one
“time I did have a claiw on the ad301n1nw LO acres that have been knowm
~+o contain scme ‘deposits oA»perldotlte.; The main thing that I am con-

cerned with is the basic 8C acres that contains the bulk of thie known

‘depocit and is subst ntinl enough for a lonv term operatlou.

L () Thls portlon‘of 1nformat10n”ﬁas ‘taken from United Stetes
Government material and also from a report made several years ago by a
mining engineer (decezsed) and former partners of the property. I do
not know the yardages. of the material and this information corbined with
other information such as the logs, ete., if in my possession would

 climinate the necesssity of any exploratory work by the Department of

the Interior. All of the records, logs, and engineering data were de-
stroyed together with other effects 'in the flre referred to in my report.

3‘(c) ds muntloncd in the preceding paragraph 1f I were in pov—‘

session of this information regarding drill holes, logs, and recoveries.

at various levels, I would not need tais Government assistance at this
time. The original engineering information contzined in Government files,
and in our engineers report, I bslieve showed that there had been a

oeflnlte outcronplng of hLS perldotlte in a total of 92 acres..

"5 (b) You are correct on the proposen.uork and that it will actually
consist wherein exploratory, drllllng, test-plttln trenchlnp, clearing,
and road building to be of a mlnlmum.uuo w1ll 1nclude Lhe main work on
 the sites of the old workings.






5 (d) The State of Arl sas in chelr 1etter of July 6tn, 2 cop; P
included with ny ppllcatlon, will furnish Geologic and Engineering basic

scsistance together with otpero w1t} whom I huve not as yct wade deflnitc
vommlttmcntJ ' : : : - ‘

6 (a) and (b) The $2,000 00 is only a part~al estimatéd. cost. Part
of the balance of this work.is to come out oP money ’pnroprlated under
Itpm 6 (b) and personal funds. A

6 (n) (b) (e) (a) (e) and (f) are 1teng wh¢éh I 1ntend to break down

“in proper form after I learn whether  or not this Government assistance

is available for this project and I also 1ntended to ‘do this work with
your cooperation so that the breakdown would be aatlsfactory for the
purpose intended. : o L v

3ince this valwable property is now under”dné'ownership and I an perfectly .
willin; to make expenditures for the corduct of a good operation on this

“prop@rty'toaether with the world-wide- conditions that exist and especially -

the position the United States is in when it comes 1o a ‘supply ‘of Industrlal.

- Diamonds, I believe that this is a very opportune tlme to.make an explora-

tion prodect on this property and to back it up with a source of supply

“.for this country in the event of another emergency which is probable and

quite possible. With a source of supuly of Industrisl Diamonds .right herc .

" in the United & States, the valve to our country could be tremendous and

I believe you will agree it would be much better for the Government to be
doing business here al home with its patriotic people rather than to be
depended upon our enemies and those who have favorable leanings toward

our encmies ds is the case with our present foreign producers of Industrial

 D1amonds and that source of csupplv and operation .could be cut off very
suddenly. ‘ L T , o

Ydurs*?efy}tfulygi

sBIH;pk -+ Je/ A. B. J. Hammett






. : COPY: DMEA 6ERAT ING COMMITTEE

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

R NDON S R NN RN
W ESTITN ON J. C.

P. 0. Box #,31
Joplin, Missouri

Septenber 3, 1954
Afemall
Me. A. B. J. Hammett
509 Victoria National Bank Bldg.

Victoria, Texas Re: Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds)
' Hammett HMine
Deayr Mr. Hammeti: Pike County, Ark.

Your a;plication for a DMEA project contrast was referred
to me for field appraisal. Other urgent assignments, howsver, will
prevent me from making the trip to examine your property during the
week of September 6, as sugzested in your August 23 letier to
Washington. I will advise you as socn a8 possible when I can schedule
meeting you at the property.

In the meantime, to be better prepared for that examination,
I would appreclate receiving all the additional pertinent data you
might be able to obtain, or any useful information you can recall,
especially with respest to the following guestions which have occurred
to me while reviewing your application: X :

Please refer to your ¢opy of the application

under item 3 (a), is the 80-acre tract that you described
all the land you possess or control that may be benefitted by the
proposed exploration? The sketches you submitted indicate that you
also own the adjoining NW: of SWA of that sectionll, and that the de-
posit also extends into that as well as the tract designated as
property of the Arericsn Diamond Co.

. 4 (b) <+hat portion of past Arkansas diamond production which
reasonably can be atiributed to your property, is not clear to me.
The yardages of the material was not stated from which you mentioned
recovering 1/10 to 37/100 carats per yard during pilot plant operations
from 1932 until the fire. :

4 (c) Is there any possibility that you can cbtain coples
of the logs of the holes drilled there, and the recoveries indicated
at the varicus level intervals, especially of the 900-foot hole you
mentioned? Do I understand corrsctly that that peridotite outerop
is 92 acres in area? :






5 (b) of a}l the project work ym proposed x e.x.pect
that only the actual exploratory drilling, teat—»pitting, and/ar
trenching with the very minimum of clearing and road building to

those sites, and comprehensive engineering and geclogic imter-
pretations, could be construed as exploration under existing :
IMEA regulations. Please send me a sketch map and cross sections
to indicate your tentative locations of the proposed project work
‘as related to present mim workings and geologic featurea. T

: 5 (4) Lmeng the reoomndations required in my repcr‘bs .
concluding examination of applicant?s properties, is that concern-
ing the experience and background of the person (or persons) charged
with the smpervisory, geologle, and enginesring aspects of the
proposed preject, particularly with respect to the enginearing and

geologle consultants you have in mind and the fees, they may charge

_ as you provided for under é (b). Likewise, particularly in the
* exploration for diamonds, pleass mention the psrson or firm who .
© will make the recovery a.naa;ysoa, and des«:ribc the met.hcd yon expect
to bQ used.

6(a) . {Iomprehenﬁn exploration ‘of the potential deposit
you describéd to cost only an cstimated $2,000 for the proposed -
core drilling, bulldosing, and dragline work ‘seens questionable.

I suggest that. you swbmit a careful eﬂtimate of the costs, broken
- down for detalled preparation of the proposed project contract so -
that it, can be draft.od acceptabls to m if approveu in Washington.

6(b) Likewise, please 1ncl‘ude an itemized schedule of

. -rsbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees for the neces-

sary labor, suparvisim, and engimering and. geologie ccnmtants
6(e) 4n 1temized st as requirad |

6(d) An it.em:!.zed 1ist of the three categbries re@ziréw :
(1) to be rented; 2) to be purehased; (3) owned

by you.

) 6(e) Please furnish ‘a deta:!led list showing the costs, :
. ebe. ‘ '

6(£) Please furnish a detailed 1ist showing the costs of

the buildings which would be needed for exploz'ation
work only. _

6(g) ‘A detailed list is reqnired shoving the eest of .
‘repairs, maintenance, analytical work, accounting,
worken*s umpennatim, insurance, payroll taxes, etc.






Plaau do not hesitate to contact me for any aasistance c

going supplemsntary information whieh I belicvn ‘would be to your
advantago to subedt at this time.

Yery sinam yonra, |

| , Clintom C. Knox - o
‘ o R ~ . Executive Officer o
~ CCE/vks £ DMEA Field Team, Region VI

ce: ‘DMEA (2) /
' 3423 file

or suggestious that I might be able to give in preparing the fore—
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A. B. J. HAMMETT

509 VICTORIA NAT'L. BANK BLDG.
TELEPHONE 322
VICTORIA, TEXAS

August 23, 1954

United States Department of the Interior
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Washington 25, D. C,
Re: Docket No. DMEA-3423 - Diamonds
Hammett Diamond Mine (Kimberlite
. Mine) :
Pike County, Arkansa
Gentlemen:

Thank you for yowr letter of August 16th with reference to the sub-
ject matter. ‘

If Mr. Clinton C. Knox, of the DMEA Field Team, Joplin, Missouri
will contact me, I will be very glad to make an appointment to

meet Mr. Knox on the property at some date in the near future. I
have just returned from the West Coast and will be very busy in

my office for the next ten or twelve davs, however, if Mr. Knox
could arrange his schedule about the week of the 5th or 12 of
September, I believe that would allow me ample time to take care of
matters.here., .

I will be looking forward to word from your regional office and you
may be assured that full co-operation will be given the members of
your Field Team during the contemplated examination.

Yours very truly,

A. B, J. Hamett '

ABJH:pk

cc: Mr. Clinton C. Knox, Post Office Box 431, Joplin, Missouri
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- UNITED STATES : pao T
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ,
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION . (@ﬁ‘“"‘
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. - 60G o
LIRS |

Mr, C7intes €. Faex  Subjeeti Docket %i. DMI3423 -
Baeculive Sficor, 0la ‘ - mmmd- A.B.J. Hammett
Plead loam, robos ¥ Rusnett Tismond Mine (Ximberlite
Poot Wilee buw 435 : Mreld

Jopxin, Hlesours - - Pdke Courly, frkansas
T DRy M. ABag:
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L1000 (rdﬁmauhbﬁ.ﬂ. iz AR, auen Ok mCﬂ&L.,J’. :
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ACTING, ¢t ronn, Coerating Comndttes
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aha , , LGHouk tgad 8/13/54

' : Copy to: Admr. H. File -
D+ M. Tarrabes M ' ~ Docket
Mombsr, Geoioglesd Survey : Operating Committes

Mr. Albert H. Koschmann
. Mr. Chandler, 3518

_ J. B. Redees M. Neweow, 5227
Membetr, Sureau 9y Mined 3@_) ,  Mr. Houk ;

Enciosures 4
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M. Al B Jo hoxmett
509 ¥Yigtoria Ntional Jamk Eﬁﬁg«p ,
Yietoris, Tesns _ . S
-Fet  Dosket No. uM-A=34c3 ~ Dlamends
Hammtt Dicnomd “iue {iimberlite
. ?ﬂ’ County, Arkansss
Dear Hr, Huemits | T

Yoy ayp;.imu,n Lo G wtm in e 1&0@% e owbdedis
croperty his been reviewed Ly i iinwetailie Mueraix Division of
the Defenss Wmla Lapdorat im Alpindstration snd has boem referred
0 Mo Ciinton L. Zoed; waecitive WiTioer, Wia 'ield Tess, Resiom VI,
Pout Uflew ox 4id, JogalB, ;mm, Lup tf\xrthor e mids.raum M ,
posuibly & lloid wm.&tmm : o ,

The mhiam.i. oL mq wiid caamt Fou 6l an aqmy gove. if
an ecsainetion 13 47 G R Ay wosdesase e 3 M,f @f»‘m the
members of the Tieid osas durin, L0 eaawiRasian vILL b oap reeluteds
) »MW FRGy
7 ,/? .
G 0 Mlttendorff ST
./

i
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Waﬂll’;-&na e amdf .

LGHowk 1ged 3/13/54
COpy to3 Admr, .. .Fil’
"~ Dockeb
Upsrating Comnittee ‘
Mre Klbort i, xiouohmn, chﬁ.m &
Fleid Laﬁﬂlp ms.im i
M. Chandler, 3518
MP. mcmng 5227 o
My, Honie -

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e

~ DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION ' iy
: WASHlNGTON 25,D.C. 00 /9
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

August 11, 195k

Memorandum

To: Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, Chief, Nonmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: . Commodity Specialist, Construction and Chemical
Materials Branch

Sﬁbject: Applicatioh of Mr. A. B. J. Hammett, Docket No. 3423,
for ald in exploration for diamonds

The property under consideration comprises the S. W. u:
and the S. E. £, of the N. W. £ of Section 14, Township 8, Range 25,
Pike County, Arkansas, with a total area of 80 acres, and lies about
2 miles northeast of the property of the Arkansas Diamond Company,
which is located in Section 21 of the same township. While the
existence of a diamond-bearing Kimberlite pipe on this property has
been reported in the geological literature, it apparently has not
been thoroughly explored.

It is now proposed to spend $20,000 exploring the deposit.
We doubt that a thorough evaluatlon of. the property can be made for
$20,ooo.

While the prospect of developing a commercial source of
diemonds from this property does not seem favorable, it is suggested
that the field team be asked to visit it, and report its reaction to
this application. We also suggest that, if the report is favoreble,
the field team be asked to submit its observations on how the deposit
should be sampled and evaluated.

MSQL;:,PC&MMM

Henry P. Chandler

) N (Cor
1 /)/(/W 1

ﬁ/
S v






b . IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 28, 1954

Memorandum
REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-3423 (diamonds)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: E. L. Newcomb, U. S. Geological Survey

Applicant's name and address: A. B. J. Hammett, Victoria, Texas
Neme of property: Hammett Diamond Mine (Kimberlite Mine)
Location of property: Near Murfreesboro, Pike County, Arkansas
Summary of applicent's proposal: $20,000 requested --

Independent contracts for core drilling, bulldozing, dragline

excavation -- $2,000

Remeinder for supervision, equipment, supplies, buildings,

etc.
Sources of information on applicant's property:

U.5.G.S. Bull. 540, p. 534-546

U.5.G.S. Bull. 735, p. 271-322

U.S.B.M. R. I. 4549

Comments: 1. Past production from the Kimberlite Mine limited to a
. very few stones (80% of district production from
Arkensas mine) .

2. The applicant's proposal is vague and is not supported
by adequate data.

3. Most of the requested funds are to be used for mine
operation, equipment and supplies. Not for exploration
purposes.

4. Of all the diemond properties in the Pike County area,
this property shows the least promise of producing a
significant quantity of diemonds.

RECOMVENDATION: A field referral is not warranted. Unless the
applicant presents more substantiating data and a feasible
exploration project, I recommend the application be denied.

A L Mowennd].

E. L. Newcomb






Jaly 26, 1951 -
. 4. B. J. Hammett SubJ ect: . 1EA-31123
509 Tictoria National Bank B]dg‘ Exploration Assistance
Victoria, Texas Ranwett Phamond Mine
Dear Sir:
July 15, 195h

The receipt of your application dated
for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950,
as amended, is hereby acknowledged. )
o DiA-~3)23
Your application has been assigned Docket Number
Non-ifetallic Minerals Division,
and referred to the
Kindly refer to in any future correspondence

relating to your application.

Sincerely yours,

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D..C. 44994





o @
A. B. J. HAMMETT i

509 VICTORIA NAT'L BANK BLDG.
TELEPHONE 322

P

VICTORIA, TEXAS
July 15, 1954

United Stated Department of the Interior,
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration,
Attention, Mr. Johnson, Room L62L
Washington, D. C.

Suhject: Application for aid, in
an Exploration project,
known as "The Hammett
Diamond Mine" located in
Pike County, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Johnson?

I am enclosing herewith the application blanks which you recently gawve
me when I visited your office and believe that they are properly executed.

The information submitted on the subject matter, together with references
to other material, contained in the Bureau's files relating to the Diamond
deposits in Arkansas, will I am sure provide ample information for your
department.

I and many others believe that our property offers one of the best prospects
for proving a commercial production, of any of the properties in this area

ard it is further believed that with world conditions as they are, that it is
most essential such a prospect as we have be developed if possible, as a source
of supply for our National Security and Defense,

I, nor any of my former partners or those who prospected this property years
ago have ever received any Federal aid although we would have had the oppor-
tunity to have this property completely examined by the Government in 1943 had
it not been for the serious illness of one of the owners, our mining ~engineer,
who had actually mined and produced diamonds from this property was in the

U. S. Army and came out of the war blind and myself an Officer in the Navy

of the U, S. having gone on active duty early in 19L2 was not available

for such an exploritory project.

We have spent much of our own money over the yesps, much work and effort and
have lost much as the result of thevar and our years of absence in the Armed
Services overseas. Today there is a market for our product and it is needed by
our Government as & stock pile item. The state of Arkansas, Department

of Geology and Conservation is likewise interested in this good project and will
assist in Geological, testing, and report work as well as other ways where they
can be of help to get this valuable property in production.






One of the main stumbling blocks of past planned operations was the
constant bickering of partners. This is and has been true of many
projects that otherwise would have been successful. Todgy this property
is owned solely by myself and it is thefirst time in Arkansas History

that one of these Diamond Mine properties was So owned and available for

a sound operation. There is no promotian or stock for sale to anyone, and
the assistance I am applying for is purely for the real exploration of the
property, rehabitilatiom of the necessary buildings which were lost by fire
amd deterioration over the years of the war while in the service of the
United States, such rehabitilation is necessary to the conduct of a proper
examination and further exploratory, and recovery worke

It was my understanding when I visited you, that such an application as I
am filing, for a small amount of assistance, could probably be ,
proccessed in a matter of a few weeks. I would greatly appreciate this
type of co-operation and processing as I will have much to do after I am
assured of this Government assistance.

. Thanking vou for your attention to this application and for the information
and courtesy extended me when I visited your office on April 2nd, 195k, I am.

Yours very truly,

A. B. J. Hammett





(Revislz{dF&;?ibl’ 1952) UNITED ‘TES DEPARTMENT OF THE lNT‘)R < gﬂﬁ’;’éﬁﬂﬁ:ﬂ‘;ﬁdﬁo. 42-R1035.2.
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION . - -

: Not to bé ﬁlled iﬁ‘by applicant
APPLICATION FOR AID IN- AN 34{23
'EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO | Bt o L8y
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE ' Date Received oo

PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Eitimated Cost ... ¢7 2. &p.0 0

Participation (Government %) _________. e

INSTRUCTIONS _

1. Name. of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your
mailing address: ... A. B. J. HAMMETT . e
eereeeeee.B09 VICTORTA. NATIONAL BANK BUILDING . e
e NTCTORTA., TEXAS oo e e
oo TELEPHONE._NUMBER.__.322 . : s e

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. : . :

(c) If a corporatibn, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration

’dministration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. .ﬁ
8. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is.

(b) Staté any mine name by ‘which the property is known. "%ngﬁ%‘gi@%%ﬂﬁlﬁ%f% DIAMOND MII\iiE -------------------

(¢) State ygﬁﬁ\}%lﬁerest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise - .. ... ____________
U .

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property. : :

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it ___.NOI\IE,_;ALL-__']:AXES__,_PAID___,-_________,_________._____;

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. ) - §

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations. which have been or now are beiné
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(c) Descxjib(? the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you. . S o :
(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
-~ P@jnts' ' ‘ : ‘ . )

. (e) State the availability of manpower,' materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power, 16—08551-1






5. The explo'ratwn royect—.State the mineral or minerals for which yo.sh to explore ' :
THDUSTRIAN AND GEM  DIAMONDS. -

(b) Describe fully the proposed work including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if neede
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contac
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. -

(¢) The work will start within . 90_____ days and be completed within __ Q4 ... months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ab111ty to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, pe1 hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etec.).

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplzes —Furnish an itemized list, including items of equlpment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d). Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs —Furmsh a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the -Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary bulldmgs, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including: initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes. .

(k) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

Norte.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or a
other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in t
estimate of costs.

7. (@) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on

Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? Vgs . '

(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share.of the costs?

Money I:‘ Use of equipment owned by you l:l Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

N e ————

" Title 18 ‘U. S. Gode (Crimes), Sechon 1001, makes it a criminal offense to muke a wullfully false statement or representation to any depurt- ;
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter wnhm its ;unsdlcﬂon

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK  16—66551-1






"Kimberlite Diamond Nime!

"A, B, J. Hammett - Owner"

"Minerals of Arkansas"

"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap. -
Quadrangles, Arkansas"

®"U. 8+ Geological Survey™

"Bylletin 808%

"Diamonds®

"Over 20,000 Diamonds, one weighing in excess of LO carats, have
been found in Arkansas, the only genuine Diamond field.in the
American continent. Gem experts declare that brilliancy is one
of the real tests of a Diamond. The harder it is, the more br-
illiant the stone. These experts assert that the Arkansas
Diamond is one point hardef than those of South Africa and Aus-
tralia, hence it exceeds them in brilliancy. Near Murfreesboro,

in Pike county, i$ the pipe of an extinct volcano. It is now

filled with aggrayish green rock, called peridotite, identical

in its chemicdl properties with that of tle South African and
Australian Diamond fields. The extinct volcano is about fifty-

two acres in area. The first Diamonds were discovered in Ark-

ansas in 1906 by John Huddleston, a farmer, who picked up in the

road and creek bottoms some exceedingly brilliant pebbles. A foreign
corporation owns this pipe of volcanic origin, has erected a large
plant and made quite extensive investigation to determine the extent

of the field. White, brown, gellow, canary and wine colored Diamonds

have been bound there, Diamond discoveries have been r eponted

in several other'parts of Pike and in Howard, the adjoining county."





. . "Kimberlite Diamond Mine"

"Minerals of Arkansas" Page 147

"Geoldgy of the De Queen and Caddo Gap
Quadrangles, Arkansas"

"U, S. Geological Survey"

"Bulletin 808"

"Diamonds!

" History and Occurrence"

The first diamonds found near Murfreesboro, which were the first found in Arkansas,
were picked up on the Prairie Creek peridotite area(pl. 10) on August 1, 1906 by

* John W. Huddleston. Diamond mining has continued intermittently at several mines
from the date of Huddleston's discovery to the present time.
Nearly all the diamonds have been found within the exposures of the peridotite at
the Prairie Creek, Kimberlite, and American peridotite areas, though a very few
Have been found along streams where they have been washed from these areas of the
Woodbine formation and 3 to L miles south of Corinth. The mines that have produced
diamonds are the AmericaqjKimberlite,Mauney}Ozark, and Arkansas, (See pls. 10 and 1h)
The diamonds at these mines have been found not only on and near the surface but also
at depths of 20 feet. How much deeper the diamonds extend is not known but they pro-
bably occur at a depth much greather than that to which mining can be carried.
The yield of diamonds in carats per load of diamond-bearing material differs from place
to place in the mines and with depth. This yeild as it has been determined from the great
amount of work at one kine is 1 carat for 8 loads (16 cubic feet each) of diamond-bearing
material.
Most of the diamonds from the Arkansas Ozark and Mauney mines have been obtained within
the area or areas imwwhich the volcanic breccia is exposed. The areal distribution of
the breccis at the surface of these mines is shown on Plate 10.
'On the Riley plave, half a mile northeast of the Oaﬁek mine the Tokio formation contains

pebbles of peridotite and grains of altered Serpentine. The matterial is possible

perioditie tuff. 16 cubic feet each of material from the Tokio at that locality but
found no diamonds.
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. T Hammett Diamond Mine®

(Bxtract from Arkansas QGeological Survey's "Outlines of Arkansas'
Mineral Resources, ™ published in 1927,

DIAMONDS

The only locality in North America where diamonds are found
in the rocks in which they were formed is in Pike County, Arkansas.
The diamonds occur there in dikes of volecanic rock known as
peridotite, which closely resembles the material in which diamends
are found in South Africa. Four spparate areas of this peridotite,
which aggregate about eighty acres, hare been found, all but one of
which have produced diamonds.

History. Diamonds were first discovered in Arkanses on August
1, 1908, ﬁir en two stones were found by John !, Huddleston necar the
mouth of Prairie Creek, two and one~half miles southeast of
Murfreesboro, Pike County, These stones were sumbitted to the
Mermod, Jaccard & King Jewelry Company, of St. Louis, Mo., for
identification. Iater, stones were sent to Chas. S. Stifft, jeweler,
of Little Rock, Ark., for identification, who submitted them to
George F. Junz, gem expert of New York City, who identified them as
diamonds. Followlng this, lessrs. Co_ Se Stifft, A. D, COhn, S. V.
Reyburn of Little Rock, and J. C. Pinnix of Murfreesboro sccured an
option of the Huddleston property, which included about forty-nine
acres of the main peridotite pipe. The remainder of the pipe was
made up of the Mauney tract; including about three acres (see aecom-
panying map). Other peridotite areas were later discovered in
Sections 1 and 23 (see accompanying map) knovn respectively as the
Kimberlite, American, and Black lick areas.

Following this the Arkansas Diamond Company was organized,
which purchased the property. The Huddleston property was then
prospected and numerous pits dug and drill holes put down. In llay,
1908, the company crected a small diamond washing plant at the
Southern edge of the area and in August, 1909, increased the size
of the plant, which was operated until 1912, after which operations
practically ceased until 1919, when the company was reorganized as
the Arkansas Diamond Cerporation with an authorized capital of
$10,000,000. In 1920, a large washing plant was crected near the
first one, vhich contained a No. 3 Gyratory crusher, an 8~foot
Harginge tube mill, a rotary dryer, two washing pans, jugs, and a
grease table., According to John Peay, of the Arkansas Diamond
Corporation, this plant operated for a total of nine months and
hauled approximately 16,000 loads of peridotite, cach load cone
taining sixteen cubic feet of material. This plant has not been in
operation for some years. The Arkansas Diamond Corporation operates a
small power jig from time to time.

y Historical data largely from U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin
o. 735, "Diamond~bearing peridotite in Pike County, Arkansas,"
by H. D. lMiser and Clarence Ross, 1923,






. ‘ Re Jo Darmmett « Ownort
thrmett Digmond Ming®

The louncy tract mentioned above and shown on tho cecompaiy=
ine mop was operated ty M, U, Uouncy on 8 small ccale for ceveral
years prior to 1912, vhen the Kimborlitc Diamond Ilining and Walthe
ing Corpany obtained o lecase on the mine and began the erection of
a woshing plont throe-guarters of a milc from tho nines This was
conploted in 1513 and wao in continouw operation wntil Janvary 13,
1919, wen the plant was burneds Tho plont wes cqujipped with a
concentrating pan, screens, Jio8, and o greasc tibles The plant
hat not beon rebuilt and the mino has not been opcrated since 1515

Tho Austin Qs !'%1dar tract shown on the accompanying map wao
the first voried by the Osark Diomond Mines Corporaticn, in 1912,
At that tire the company constructod a washing plant ncar tho mine
and operaded it for a few months. Approximatoly 5,000 loads, cach
containing gixtcen cudic fect of dooampesed mtorial, were woshed
in the plonts In Decenbor, 191, this plant was 6old by & roceiver
to the Hinborlite Diamond Mning and Usshing Corpany and was opers
ated by that coppany wntil the £irst pord of 1519, when the plant
was burped end 4t has not been rcbullt, Boetween éﬁﬁ and $00 dioe
ronds ore reported to have bota rocevercds

#  The Rimborlite area in Seotion 1k, which is ovmed by the Kine
borlite Mn ng and washing Corpany, was prospected to a 81011 oxe
tent, but no wnshing for disrmends kns been done, although several
stones have boen roportol to Bave boon found on tho surface thores
The American arca in Section 1l wae eriginally owned ly the Pike
County Dicoond Uining Companr, chich was in turn succeeded in 1914
7. Be Flournoy, who purchased the properdy fron the receivors of

t; 45 lact organisations A oroll amount of proopeoting hac beon
dene and twenty-four dianonds sre reported o have been found; one
of which is rcported to have woighod 3-11/16 carats.

The Blaci: Lick orea in Sgetiom 23 haso been littlo prospected
and no diamonds arc reported to have been found in it.

Cooloszye There ope thréo general types of peridotite in the
voleanlc arcass There are (1) tho porphyritic intzusive perido-
;m:, (2) tho woleanie broseia, and (3) the tuffs and fine graincd

recciase :

The porphyritiec intrusive poridotite makes wp much of the
Fradrio Creelt area ond also the Kimberlite ares in Ooctica 1k,
Pommship 8 couth, Range 25 West. On frogh swfaces thio rock 48 a
dull egrecn, brown or black, asd 45 vary hard, knowm to miaers as
“hardobanie," The weathored roch 10 wsually pitted and a dull gray
green in colore '

e The rain work, propocting, washing, and recovery on this

property has beondone since 1932 and no rublic records of ony of this
work or recovery of dlamonds fron thio preperty have been released
or published,

-2 - 2






. - ‘A- B. J. Hamnett = Owner"

"Hamrett Diamond lMine®

Only a few diamonds have been found in this material. The voleanic
breccia is composed of strongly cemented fragments composed largely

of the porphritic type of peridotite, together with fragments of

shale and sandstone very probably derived from deepwseated rocks. It
covers a fairly large area in the Prairie Creek dikeand makes up the
American area, the Dlack liek area, and has produced nearly all of the
diamonds found. On exposure %o the air the breccia weathers to a -
yellowish green and is known as "green ground" or'blue ground". The
tuffs and fine-pgrained breccias occupy the smallest portion of the peri-
dotite in the Prairie Creek district. The rocks have a bluish tinge
and a medium hardness and vary considerably in texture. They contain a
considerable proportion of shale and some fine-grained sandstone, Mo
diamonds have been found in this material so far as is known.

The peridotite areas occur about six miles south of the
northern edge of the Coastal Plain area of southwestern Arkansas.
According to #. D. liiser, the peridotite is probably the same age as
the Tokio member of the Bingenformation (Upper Cretaceous), since
the lower beds of the Bingen contain fragments of peridotite. As a
portion of the Bingen beds actually overlies’'a portion of the peridotite
in the American and Black lick areas, the age of the intrusion is not
older than Bingen times. ‘ : ' , ‘

The peridotites found in the different areas are quite similar
in general character and were probably all formed during a single
period of volecanic activity. 1t is probable that the peridotite was
intruded fram a great depth, penetrating deep-seated sedimentary beds
including the Carboniferous and a portion of the Lower Cretaceous.
After the intrusion of the peridotite, explosions took place which ejected
portions of the intruded mass and carried with them some deep-secated shale ¢
and sandstone of Carboniferous age. This ejected material protably
formed a crater in the Frairie Creek arez with sloping sides and alsc eventu-
ally cemented into a peridotite breccia. A second series of explosions
were perhaps responsible for the formation of the fine grained breccia
and vojucaniﬂ tuff.

Character of Diamonds. The following statement concerning the
character of the diamonds found is taken from U, S. Geological Survey
Bulletin No. 735, "Diamond~bearing Periodite in Pike County, Arkansas,"
by H. D. Miser and Clarence Ross?

"The diamonds that have beenfound range in weight from a very small
fraction of a carat to many carats. Some are so small that 250 of them
would be required to wéigh ore carat. The largest diamond, which was
fourd in. the Arkansas mine in September, 1921, weighed 20% carats, and
one weighing 17.86 carats was found in the Arkansas mine in May, 1917.
The average weight of the 3,000 diamonds that had been produced by the
Arkansas mine at the end of 1920 was about O.L carat, but the average welght -
of the eatire production of all the mines is probably between 0.3 and O.4 =
egarats.






. qu Be Jo Hammett = Ownoe®

2larmett Diamond Mine®

w1958 of the diamonds ave white, btroun, or yellore According

to Tunz and Uashinzton thore io o lorge proportion of white stones,
for the rost part of a hiph grade in color, brillionecy end freedon
fren Daws.  Thoy cloo say that many stones are es fime as ony thot
have tocn found cloewhere, and $hat sago of the yaellow enes ave of
cxceptional quplity and eslors Hung alse mlos the follcwing ctate-
mont in deseriding several yellew, trowa, and wite stancs £fron the
Artrancas stonos found et the Japercfentein cine, or that werc ever
fornd in Zﬁﬁaop. '

- Ghe farrs of oot of the diemonic Dawve hot been studied, bub
the follcwing paragraph, abotractcd £2 0 & poper by Kun2 azd Vagkhw
fmaton, Swmarize triefly the forcs of tho £irst 14O dlononds that
wore fovnis Y/ ' : : :

nvhe roshocormon forms are distowted hexoctabedrongescoct of
then clonmated but othurs flattencd--with ruch rounded foccs. There
are a fov regualr and undistorbed octihedrons that chovw sliphtly
rounded faces, thoush in roct-of these the conter is flat. iy of
the cdnes ave. replaced by dodecahedrans, and some of then are Lfurw
ther rownded by trigomol trisoctahedroms, with Rexotahedrens necar
_the aplees. o evdes wero seen, and totrahcrabedral ond dodee-
hedral forrs scem to be rare, oxeept as they replace ostohciral
cdees and angles. L . : ' :

The diarends cxamined by . . Schaller vore all erystals end
ove deseridbed og followss ,

Veirht, Sice, and Color of Diapsads fraen the Lvlkansas [ine,

Ueirlt  Uaxtrun  Dimensioms  {([1limetewrs)

[i0e (Carats) Icnoth Uidth  Thiclmess ~__Color
1 n.er 2hg 15 53 Slaghtly cooly
' ' ‘ or bromish
2. 6.63 133 13 .5 Colerless

3. 3.3 11 -7 b Colorless

le 2,77 Wb, 5% 33 Brownich

S 17.86 A7 1K 2 Yellow

6, kAo 26 9 L Colorless

Ta- . 6 5 b Tollow

. C Wk 63 b 3% Yollow

e 2450 11y 9 S Golerlecs

19, .50 19 s} 23 Coloriess

3/ ¥unz, Ge Fe. and Uashinmton, He Se, Uotes on the Forrs of
-’ o4
Arkanoas Digmends, Am. Jour. Sce, 4th Series, Vol. HXIV, 1537.

-lyo
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e cryatalo scen to be rounded and Qistorted beroctabedrons;
the rounding faces are not typical crystal foces, but are end forms
soward widch the curved foces tonds :

Crystal lo. 18 Pragbly a flottencd ond distorted octohedron or
hexoctahedroen with pos:-ibly additional forms, Seversl of the vounded
faces hawve porallel octahcdralelilo “cteh 2ills" or Uridges® on theo.

fCrystals Nose 2 and 3: Probably distored flattesed hexoctohe-
dronSe ' '

uCrystal Ho. 43 Nlongated erystal with onds nob complote; a
45.€ferent phase of distortione. :

nepystal o. S Yery little distorted; essestinlly o rounded
octohedron, the octahedral faces being replaced by tho rounded
faces of o hexoctahedron. Shows severdl colution "pitst, one quite
deop, in the position of the cubee ' '

fCrystal Wo. 6: Ouggestion of a flattened ostabedral tuwin,
bud ooy Bo only a Jistorted fown 1ilkmo .tho otherse '

“Crystals loge 7 and 8: Iike crystal FHo. Se

“Crystals Yos. 9 nnd 103 Rounded, £lattened, and diotorted
hexzoctahedrante , .

o7he following stotcment regarding the diammdo fren tho Houncy
and Czark Uines wap furniched in 1921 by Austin Q. Uillap, of the
Bi-berlite Diarond [Hning and Uashing Company. :

trpen o caroful oxaninati-n of several thousand diamends the
pereentase of vicld of tie vericus grodes of tke oine run avred
hite ctones, 40; yellow, 22; brown, 37; truc bort, 1. %he gen
materisl of the yellow, the deop canary, is woot monificent, and
the tohopany shade of the brom i¢ cqually desirable. The white
get: caterdal is matchless for purity, and about 10 per cent of the
stonos ¢lassed as white are of thic grade.

epecause of the high lustor in their roush 5ialo, o poreel of
pixe Covnty digmonds are tmnstehodle by a like parcel of the
Afrieon stoness TRis quolity do lorgely duo to thelr cxtree karde
ness, and ao a canscguence the greater wrilliansy of the findshed
go 4o the resulte. In both hardness ond sice the pine-run stones
ore best camparable to the Progilicn diannndse

uhotr eryotollographic choracterictics ore distinct. 45 e
lorrer groportion of the rocoveried reloa; te the more corplex
for-s of the isorotric oysten, the trisoctabedron 0ad hexoctohede-
von prodeninate nore than tic octakodron or dedecabedr-m. Ravely

-8 -
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UHarmett Jlancrd [Hnet

are crystals rccovercd that gresent sharp, angular faces, tho ehare
acteristic rounded (convened) surfaces greatly predoninating. She
truc bort is $ranslucent, with ¢ redial structure, and cceurs io
rounded forms.

"3tones kave been found with a bluﬁ or pink %inge, and occa-
sianzily o %’x*osted” or ¢tched vhite is noticable in t}ze TECOV-
erics.

UFramments and fractuwres were much more noticable when nine
inz was bamr’ dene in surface materizl; but at slighd dopth in the
undisturbed voleanic ground these £eatures wore alrmost entirely absent.”





"Hammett Diamond Mine®

"A. B. J. Hammett ~ Owner®

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE

PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED

PUBLISHED ARTICLES
The attached reporduction of the Arkansas GHzzette,
Sunday issue, June 1L, 1953 described some of the
earlier history of this section of Arkansas, and
while it deals particularly‘with one property close by, -
it reflects values present in this area and also reflects
the corporate troubles in the past and present on these
properties. Again I wish to point out that all of the
troublesome partners, stock holders; etc., that have
plagued the old (Kimberlite Diamond Mine) or (Hammett
Diamond Mine) property in the past are extinct, and the
subject property, now under one ownership, can be operated
as a going business instead of a sight-seeing enterprise.
Other printed references dealing with the Arkansas

Diamond properties are:

"Presentation of a $3,000.,00 Arkansas Diamond

paperweight to President Truman"

®Arkansas Democrat"; June 11, 1949,

"The Gemmologist®"———————- "Arkansas Diamond";
February issue 1950

Continued





"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A, B, J. Hammett - Owner"

"E. C. Al release October 20, 1949

| No. 955
E. C. A. release May 31, 1950 No. 1508

Collier's Magazine, "“America's only

Diamond Mine", August 25, 1951
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2F o _ ARKANSAS GAZETTE, Sunday, June 14 1953.

Acres of Diamonds in Your Backyard

AllYouHavetoDols Dig |

HEN JACOBUS JONKERS dis-
covered the Jonkers diamond,
said to be the most perfect of all the
large diamonds and now valued at
$1,000,000, he was paid $350,000 for it
ln one check. That is the bright side
of “diamond prospecting. The dark
- #ide is this: For 18 years before dis-
-covering this diamond, Jonkers and
his large family had lived in utter
) pqyerty while he prospected.

- In' America, there is an easier way
to tind diamonds. The owners of an.
Quthentic -Diamond Crater at Mur
freesboro in Pike County allow public
prospecting ‘by the day for a nominal

" fee. The day-long prospector may use
" any tnol,Ee ean carry ornito the Crater
th his hands and he may. keep, free,
all the diamonds he finds, up to those
weighing five carats and over. On the
latter, he must pay a royalty of 25%
(which goes to tax) to the manager.
No royalty is charged for gargets,
amethysts, chalcedony, peridite or
other precious stones, whatever their
Glse; which are also present in the
ground: To date, visitors from 35 dif-
ferent cities have found diamonds’
Veral have found two or more and

- éné man found 15.

By Ruth Iorgenson fmock

reality a 21-cu~at diamond; . and -

Mother Jacobs gave it away to a
neighbor who was httracted to its odd
appearance.
~A second indication is 1ts heaviness.
A diamond’s specific gravity is 3.51,
three-and-one-half times heavier than
the same volume of water. Therefore,
it is considerably heavier than most
other non-metallic minerals.

A third indication is whether it can

_be scratched. A diamond is at- least

85 times as hard as the next hardest
mineral, corundum, and cannot be
scratched except by another diamond.
1t can, however, be cleaved. It is only
through careful cleaving and sawing
by skilled cutters that it becomes the
symmetnca] beauty readily recog-
nized as a gem. Unskilled breaking of
a rough can ruin.its potential beauty
and value: -

A fourth indication.is its size: The
smaller your heavy dull stone, the
more likely it is to be a diamond. Any-’
thing bigger than your fist is either
not a diamond at all or it is the big-
gest diamond ever found. To date, the
biggest diamond found anywhere was

Are these gems real? ’l‘hxs is one ¢ the Cullinan which weighed one and

of the questions most frequently
.8sked of the Howard Millars, a re-
tired geologist and his wife, who are
. the ‘managers, and co-owners with

one-half pounds (3108 métric carats)
and was discovered eighteen feet be-
low the earth’s surface by a manager

of the "Premier Diamond MWL

Qe  TRAL .3 _wesras_s

. the area.

ered with a vaselinelike, eompound,ﬂ
then running water »~-~ss them. Non-
diamonds will loosen easily and slip
away in the water but thé diamonds
will stick fast. -

If a oneday prospector finds a
diamond, is there a market where he
can sell it? Yes, Mr. Millar will
readily buy it at market price. How- .
ever, in the three years this attrac-
tion has been open -to the public,
about 1,000 diamonds have been
found and most finders have prefer.
red to.keep their own quarries.

Altogether over-100,000 diamonds,
not to mention other gems, have been
mined in Murfreesboro since the first ¢
were discovered in 1908 bﬁ Wes-
ley Huddleston whose sus;  were
aroused by geologists surveying in

Mr; Millar, humelf s former state
geologist and now a consulting geolo-
gist, has the earth turned py a dull-
dozer at regular intervals, do that
visitors will have msn dlgglngs His
most reeent turning was this spring.

As’an added attraction, Mr. Millar
is establishing a Museum of Minerals’
and Has a talented local speaker, Wil-
lis"Coker, as a guide. One of his ex--
hibits is a set of replicas ot famous
diamonds whose histories are related
to you by Mr. Coker. _

The. more introspective’ travelers











‘ 'ﬁKimbqu;te‘Diémond Mine®
~."A, B, J. Harmett « Owner"

APPLICATION POR AID ‘I AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT 70
* DNMTA ORDER 1, UNDER, THE .DEFENSE

[

FRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED

III. APPLICANTS PROPERTY RIGHTS

(&) The legal descriptidn of the (Harmett Diaﬁon@ Miﬂg);
formerly known as the old (Kimberlite Diamond Miné),
is the South Test, North East section "1, Tawnship
8; Range 25, containing LO acrés; ﬁbremor less and
.tﬁe South East, North Wéstfsectioﬁ lh,'qunship,BQ
Range 25, containing LO acres, more or less, located

in Pike County, Arkansas.






“Kimberlite“Diamond Mine"

"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner"

IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

(a) At the present time there are no mining operations
being conducted upon this land. The last operations
having been in the form of clearing a considerable amount
of undergrowth, reopening many of the existigg pits and
mine workings, reopening and building of some roads on
the mine property, and some prospecting work on a cer-
tain portion of the property. This work wés done by the
writer in 1948, July, and approximately 15 workmen %ere
in his employ. All costs of this work were paid by the
. writer, and it was his intention, at that time, to pro-

ceed with further exploritory work, however, i1l health
and other businéss matters required the wriiers time;
. and such further exploritory work has not been possible
until present time.

This mine property is accessible for examination purposes,
however, due to the tremendous amoﬁnt of undergrowth that
has accumulated from 1942 until 1948, and that which has
accumulated since, would necessitate having an experienced
person who is thoroughly familiar with this property to

 show the same for such examination purposes after

August 1st, 195L.
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| "Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner"

Ve THE EXPLORATION PROJECT

(a) The minerals for which I wish tb further explore
are Industrial and Gem Diamonds. It haé been es-
tablished that the production ratio-of Industrial ' '
Diamonds is approximately 80%; Gem Diamonds 10%.
It is believed that there are many other semi-
precious stones that can be reéovered which, in

the past, have been completely disregarded.,

- 1) -





"Kimberlite Diamond Mine"
"A. B. J. Harmett - Owner"

. "Minerals of Arkansas"

"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap
Quadrangles, Arkansas"

"U. S. Geological Survey"

"Concentrate Minerals Associated with The Diamonds

"A number of' mimerals besides diamonds are concentrated during the treatment
of the dia.mond-bearing material. They are hematite, limonite, barite, colorless
Ciuartz, amethyst quértz, magnetite, pyrope, almandite, schorlomite (or
melantie), chromite‘, pyrite, diopside, and epidote. The quantitiy of each mineral -
varies somewhat from place to place, but ingeneral the most abundant have been
' named first and the least abundant last. A few specimens of amethys¥ quartz
of gem quality have been found, and same of them have been cut for use in
jewelry. A small number of pebbles of the dense chalcedrnic varicolored

novaculite that are found on the surface at the diamord mines have also

been cut for this useM






’ Qd.mbérlite Diamond !Mine"
"™, B. J, Harmett - Ormert

o "Mine?alg'bf Arkansas™ .
' ' . Page 1L9
"Geology of the De Queen and Cadde Gap
Quadrangles, Arkansas"
"Y. S, Geologizal Survey"
"Bzlletin 808"

"ifining and Treatment of Diamond<Bearing lMaterial"

"iany diamcnds, prohably several ﬁundred, bave becn picked up by miners from the surface
éf the peridotite arcas, especially the Prairie (reeck area, but most of the dienmords

that have been produced have been obtaiped by washing the diamond-bearing matericl,
Different metﬁo@s of minins ond washing have been employed, as required by the charace

ter of the diamond~bearing paterial, mhichbvaries not only frém one locaelity to another,
but.‘also i thdopth, | |

Imch of the decomposed peridotité, including the surficial black soll calied "bleck

ground® and the uvnderlying "blue grqpnd“; "yéllow ground", and "green ground", is soft
enough be washed for the recovgfy df'phe diam nds without be’'ng first crushed or '
weathered. loat of the "black giguﬁd“ is vepy sticky, like gumbo, vhen it is wet, so that ~. ¢
1t disinteprotes with some difficulty in the washing planés.

All the mining has been doﬁe in shallow oven cuts. Hydraulic minﬁng has been used to.

sone extent, but most of the work has been done by hand and by means of plows and scrapers.
Uhenever the hydraulic method is employed, the water carries the soft weathered diae-
mond-bear ng material throuvsh a sluice frough. The concentrates from the sluice trough
are then jJigged by kand in smali sieves or run through 2 small plant equipéed‘wiﬁh

screens and jigs. Then the jigred concentrates are placed on smooth sheets of metal

where thoy are carcfully scarched for diamonds. |

Much of the material that has been mined, however,'has,been hauled in tramcars with a
capacity of 16 cubic feet each to the washing plants. A log wabhér was used for a short
time in the Opark washing plant, but its ﬁse was not 2 sucecess on account of the sticky

rature of tho "black ground" that was washed in it."





@  riveriste Diasond et
~ Bhe Be Ju lumett « Owmcr?
“Iinerals of Ariansas® - Page iL§ centinuo

“0eolory of the De Quecn and Caddo Gap
Cuadrangles, Arkansag?

"G G Ceologlenl Survey®
“Bulledin SO6Y
"ining and Treatnont of Diamond-Rearing laterial®

Washing pans of the é,ype -cormon in the South Afriesm Glorond £iclds have beon uscd
suceessfullys A ran of thic type is cireular, hac o £1at botton, end »ests in & hore
4nontal position, At 480 center is o verbticsl rovolving chaft to which radisting aves

are attached, On thooo aros ore motal tocth that vevolve and otir $he dicmondebearing
material ¢hat 1o fed inte the pans During this stirriae the diamonds and cuseclated

hoavy rénorals graduzlly cotile to the bottonm of the pan, ond the elay and ether light
winerals rise %o the oupface ond flow out of tho pan neor ite contors The concentratos thus
* thus obtoined 4n tho botton of the pan are next sloed ond then Jipged. The Jigged |
concentrates aiv carefully cearched for dianonds on metalegovered ¢ablos or are washed
with wator over a greased toblo, This t0d3o 40 covored with a thick coad of gmeaée and -

is shaken rapldly froo $ide to side by an eccentrics Vhen the concontrates arc washed
asoreoss thoe tnble the grocse sticks to and holds the Qiaronds, whoress 1% dses nod otick

to the ofhier wminerals, root of vhich erc therefore wasked off tho table, Tho srezoe with
ite included diamonfs and other minerels 4o romoved from the tables from time So A0,

The diemonds are thom freed from the grense by coverting 44 into soap o by putting it

inte bolling watep?
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Department of State Lands

STATE OF ARKANSAS

CLAUDE A. RANKIN
COMMISSIONER

Little Rocek, Ark.
May i, 19L8

Mr. A. B. Hanmett
P. 0. Box 190
Santa Monica, Calif.

Dear M. Hammett:

During a period of approximately two years, I worked in the
Arkansas Diamond Mine, located at lMurfreesboro, Pike County, A:kansas.
At that time there were approximately fifby employees at this mine.
Stones were produced, but the quantity is unknown, but was substantial.
This mine was located about 2% miles South and West of the Old
Kimberlite or Bird-Kneen Mine§ and, upon at least a dogen occasions,

I visited the Bird-Kneen property, and it is composed of mineral
bearing peridotite ( diamond- bearing dirt), the same as the Arkansas
mine property and the looney Mine property. There was a shaft of
approximately fifteen or twenty feet 8 x 8 on the Bird-Kneem K
property and the amount of diamonds removed from this is unkmown to

me, but it is diamond-bearing dirt, and with proper development, I feel
sure substantial recovery of diamonds can be mads. '

I have learned positively from reliable sources recently

that approximately 2% acre tract of this same diamond dirt property
lmown as the Mooney Mine was sold for ﬂ25 000.

Trusting that this informstion is the disired; I am

Yours very truly,

Sen Rankin

(Mr. Rankin has refered to the subject property as the "Bird-Keen
Property") -

BR/11

BEN RANKIN
DxruTY

€. D. DUVALL
DxPUTY

PERCY D. CATO
CHigr DEPUTY
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine®

"A, B, J. Hammett - Owm er"

IIT. APPLICANTS PROPERTY RIGHTS

(b) This property was formerly known as the old (Kimber-
lite Diamond Miné) , and reference is made to this
property in all United States Government s Department

. | of the Interior, Geological Bulletins, and the State
of Arkansas, Department of Geology Bulletins as the

(Kimberlite Diamond Mine).





WXimberlite Diamond Mine"

vA, B, J. Hammett - Owner"

IV, PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

(b) The past production from this property is described in
various Geological Bulletins and circulars dealing mainly
with mining that was conducted in the ®Pick and Shovel" days
when the Diamond bearing dirt was hauled by wagon to a
washing plant several miles away. The actual quantity
of Diamonds rec&vered is not known, however, the writer
“has contacted responsible people who visited this project
at various times, and to their knowledge at that time, state
that Diamond discoveries were recovered. In 1932, when
this property was taken over from the old bwners, a
considerable amount of prospecting, drilling, and wash-
ing was done, and a considerable quantity of Diamonds
were recovered from this property, some of them having
been sold in Chicago, others having been taken to Wash-
ington, D. C. Various people in the community near Murfrees-
boro did possess quantities of Diamonds said to have been
procured from this property. Between the years of 1932
and 1942, many troubles were encountered between partners
and local people who were interested only in stopping any
kind of a.development on this property with the result
that our owners living quarters, bunkhouse, mine buildings

. and machinery, and shacks, together with all important

-5
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine"

“Ao Be J. Hammett - Owner?

engineering records were destroyed by fire. After the
fire, a considerable amount of interest was displayed

by several independent companies who made attractive

offers for this property. It was also the pldn of the partners
to rebuild the plant and start a new and modern recovery
operation on this property. In 1942, when the Bureau of
mines became active and interested in conducting explori-
tory investigations of a nearby properyy; my property,

the former (Kimberlite Diamomd Mine) was not examined by the
Government as was stated in the Bureau'of Mines feport

No. 4549, and at that time one of the partners was
seriously ill in California, another partner and the mine
engineer was on active duty with the U, S. Army and I was
out of the country on foreign duty with the U. S. Navy,
Therefore, all of the opportunity that existed at that time
for having a complete investigation made of our property
was lost for the reasons as stated as well as any private
operations that had been planned. By reason of Military
Service, the property was allowed to rundown,lfence and
building deterioration, and roads and workings taken over
by undergrowth. This rehabilitation work will have to be
done as referred to in another paragraph.

Some of the old records on this property compiled in the

early part of 1940 read as follows:

Continued





"Kimberlite Diamqnd Mine"

"This report covers thé following described property, (The
0ld Kimberlite Diamond Mine) and (Hammett Diamond Miﬂe) of
the 120 acres; approximately 90 acres is potential
diamond bearing dirt, since the peridotité area.
In this report, the U. S. Government and State of Arkansas
officals report will be used whenever possible as
references. These consist of U. S. G. S. Bulletin No. 808,
"Minerals of Arkansas, published by the Arkansas Bureau
of Mines I. C. 6787", also report, ﬁDiamon&s of Arkansas
of 19LO",

DISTRIBUTION OF DIAMOND BEARING EARTH

"This discovery of Pipe, known as the Arkansas Pipe, con-

' tains about L9 acres, and is now owned as follows:
Arkansas Diamond Mines— = = = = « - 39 acres l

Maunevy Diamond Mines— = = = = = —~ = 7 acres

-~ Osark Diamond Mines - - = = - = = - 3 % acres

The (Kimberlite Pipe) contains approximately 92 acres dis-
tributed as follows s"

(Kimberlite Diamond Mine)
. (Hammett Diamond Mine)

————— 80 acres
(American Diamond Mine) - - - -- - -12 acres
Total 92 acres

| "At the old (Kimberlite Diamond Mine) (Hammett Diamond Mine),

| less than one-fourth (£) of an acre has been washed

down, leaving praectically the entire tract as Virgin

.' Diamond bearing dirt,

Continued






"Kimberlite Diamond Mine!

A, B, J. Hammett - Owner®

The overburden on this property varies in depth from four
(L) feet to over twenty (20) feet. Throughout the ridge on w-
which the (Hammett Diamond Mine) is located, the average
depth will probably be around ten (10) feet. If this
average is maintained, the entire ridge, consisting of
about 30 acres, wauld yield about one-half (500,000)
million cubic yards of washable placer dirt. The creek
bottoms on both sides of this ridge would wash out '
probably 300,000 cubic yards,.making'a total of 800,000
cubic yards, without crossing over on the reverse slopes.
"My connection started in February 1932, when I obtained
the property then known as (Kimberlite Diamond Mine".

‘ My testing consisted of building small) Pilot Plants, test-
ing out various methods of handling this rock and endeavor-
ing to overcoﬁe the "balling" tendency of the material when wet.
This Pilot Plant was destroyed by fire, and all records
were lost as well as my living quarters adjoining the mill.
Since then, core drilling, washing of concentrate, and gen-
eral prospecting has been carried out.

One hole, 6% inches in diameter, was drilled to a depth of

981 feet. Diamonds were recovered throughout, and the

e
best recovery was below 600 feet, /wC//f
"In my work, core drilling, washing, etc., I estimate ="y ﬁz%
my own recovery to be somewhere near 37/100 carats per i\\¢

yard of hydraulicked material over the main peridotite beds.

-8 -

Continued






"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A., B, J. Hammett - Owner®

Recoveries in the creeks, out from this main center,
varied from 1/10 to 2/10 carats. Some spot testing
yeilds as hish as % carat per yérd“.

# # 3*

BUREAU OF MINES REPORT NO. L5L9

"The American Diamond Mine Corporation, and the

(Kimberlite Diamond Mine) and washing company mindd

many years ago on two plugs, subquently discovered

in section 1, T. 85, R 25 W, or about 2 miles

North East of the Prarie Creek Mines.






"Kimberlite'Diamond Mine"
"A., B. J. Hammett - Owner"

. "Minerals of Arkansas't

"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap
Quadrangles, Arkansas"

"U. S. Geological Survey"
' "Bulletin 808"
"Production and Character"

The number of diamonds that have been found near Murfreesboro, Ark., since their

discovery in 1906 is only partly known, for the mining companies have withheld from

publication the complete figures of production. The production so far as known to

the authors includes at least 10,000 diamonds .up to the end of 1923,

Thé bulk of the diamonds from t he mines have been held up by the mining companies,

though SOmeAuncut stones have been given away or sold, and sane cut stones have

been sold. Fut stones were fifst offered to the pubiic in 1921 by Tiffany & Co. of

New York, and by the Charles S. Siifft Co. of Little Rock, Arkansas.
‘ The diamonds that have t;een found range in weight fr m a very small fraction of a
carat to many carats. Some are so small that 250 diamonds would be requirdd to
weigh one carat. The largest diamond, which was found in the Arkansas mine, weighed
L4023 carats; another from the same mine found.in September, 1921,vveighed 20,25
carats; and a third stone weighing 17.86 carats was found in the Arkansas mine in May - "
1917, Pictures of the last mentioned diamonﬁ and mine others from Arkansas mine are
shown in Plaﬁe 17, A. The average weight of the 3,000 diamonds produced from the
Arkansas mine to the end of 1920 was about 0.l carats, but the average weight
of the entire production of ail the mines is probably between 0.3 and O.h.
Most of the diamomds are white, brown, or yellow. There is a large proportion of
white stones, most of them of high grade in color, brilliancy, and freedom from
flaws. Kunz also makes the following stateﬁent in describing several yellow, brown
and white stones froﬁ the Ark. mine., "These are absolutely perfect and are equal
to the finest stones found at the Jagersfontein mine, or that were ever found in India".

The following statement regarding the diamonds from the Mauney and Oxark mines

was Supp-

4





"Kimberlite~Diamond’Mine"

"Ao Bo Jo Hammetvt - OWner“

"Minerals of Arkansas® Page 147 continue

"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap"
Quadrangles, Arkansas"

"y, S. Geological Survey"
"Bulletin 808"

WProduction and Character®

lied in 1921 by Austin Q. Millar, of the Kimberlite Diamond Mining & Washing Company.
From a careful examination of several thouéand diamonds the percentages of yield of
the various grades of the mine run are: White stones LO; yellow, 22; brown, 37;

true bort, 1. The gem material of the yellow, the deep canary is most magni-

ficent, énd the mahogany shade of the brown is equally desirable. The white gem
material is matchless for purity, and about 10 per cent of the stones classed as .
white are of this grade. Their crystallographic characteristics are distinct.

As the larger proportion of the recoveries belong to the more comples forms of the .o
isometric system, the &rispctahedron and hexoctahedron predéminate more than the
octahedron or dodecahedroﬁ. Rarely are crystals recovered that present sharp
angular faces, the characterists rounded (convexed) surfaces greatly pre-
dominating. The true bort is translucent with a radial structure and

occurs in rounded forms.

Stones have been found with a blue or pink tinge, and occasionally a “frosted"
or etched white is noticeable in the recoveries.

Fragments and fractures were much more noticable when mining was being done in

surface material; but at slight depth in the undisturbed volcanic ground,

these features were almost entirely absent.t






"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A, B, J. Hammett —=Owner"

V. THE EXPLCRATION PROJECT

(b) The purposes of this exploritory work is to first

rebuild some of the roads in and to the property, to

clear away the existing undergrowth which has enveloped

: mueh of the property since 1942 when the war was respon-
sible for the discontinuance of our work and the present
condition that the property is now. in. To refence this

property, all fence posts being available on the pfoperty

from hard wood, and to erect a small area of chain ligg,
e

fence protecting the | Pllot Plant, tools, equlpment, and

W‘ S S

buildings, there will have to be some rough buildings

erected, the lumber being obtainable locally at the mill,
]
and at a low price. PUmps, pipe,. motors, washlng equlpment

AN e

tools, ete., Wlll ‘be prov1ded as wellvas the

<7

rehabllatatlon of the buildings all of which were des-

~—7

troyed by fire just prior to World War II, Core drllllng,

e

reopenlng of the old plts, and the washlng and hand-

= i

plcklng of the concentrates Wlll be done durlng this

period of exploratlon work, The former practice of having

[ U N

to ship concentrates to distant points for hand-picking
and washing is not advisable nor practical, and in such
an operation as is contempleted, it is essential that all
of this work be done right on the property, and it is our

intention to build the small amount of equipment necessary

for this operation and conduct the same with experienced and

competent help in conjunction with the state of Arkansas,

Department of Geology.
-15 -






.osvon ' cHicaco ozTROIT .uAnx

ARTHUR A.CRAFTS COMPANY, INC.
DIAMONDS-DIAMOND TOOLS
CAKBIDE METAL Y.
TooLs ‘ _ 7 -

008 W. WASHINGTON BLVD,
cCHIiCaBO
©. JACONELL! TELEPHMONE CANAL 0360

Septomber 13th,1938

V'W. BOBDEI“
Ws' los Angeles, California.
' Deax Mp.Bird: | |
Purs to our conversation regarding

the Arkansas Diano that I supervised the eutting,

I cannot emphasize %00 stromgly the unusual fine guality
of the gems that we ocut from the raw raterial. In

my thirty five years of experiense in the handling

of diamonds, the above stones were the fipost I

have seen, also the industrial d&ianonds that I, inspeo-
ted had p Dark @ifference cver the African and Congo
Qiamonds which wus greatly im thoir fevor acd {t was
my wnderg ing &t the Gi ® that dDy goverunont test
and also a¢tual tect Fum im one of the large imdustrial
plants reports show the Arkansas Diamonds $o be motice~-
ably er than the Africam Diarionds. ¥e moted the
same ocondition 4B ¢the polickhing of $he gom stones thet
we shaped, N _ : o .

. There’s B9 dowdt im ny nind that ¢he
American Iadfhsteriedani ¢ho A-orican Publie ceuld and
would adbecrd any JARRll Alamonds that could be prodused
from an Amsricen 2iE®, Tho oo of laopds im the lest
thirty ypars hes imereased opd bosene 06 varied that
thet® are now user for tho vory poerost te the wary
finest of gem B%OROB.

Very ¢ruly y@u&oo

Cuy Jaeonedll
Chieage Diotriet Uaragor.











"Kimberlite Diamond Mine"

"4, B. J. Hammett - Owner"

III. APPLICAIN'T'S: PROPERTY RIGHTS

(¢) The (Hammett Diamond Mine), formerly known as the
0ld (Kimberlite Diamond Mine), is owned entirely by
A. B, J. Hammett of 509 Victoria National Bank
. | Building, Victoria, Texas. Complete ownership and
title have passed to A. B. J. Hammett, and was re-
corded in the official records of Pike County,
Arkansas, City of Murfreesboro, October 23, 1952.
This is the‘ first time in the history of this pro-
periy that a single ownership has existed. It is

free from all claims, leins, encumbrances, and

all taxes have been paid.






"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"Ao Bo Jo Ha!nmett - OWner"

IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

(¢) On December 15, 19L8, the United States
Bureau of Mines reported on the Arkansas
Diamond investigation as follows:

"It was known that Pike County Ark-
ansas contains a peridotite pipe
‘ A similar to the pipes of South Africa
which have produced so many Diamonds
in the past. The area had caused
considerable interest since its dis-
covéry. Information indicated some
50,000 Diamonds had been recovered
of which about 80% were considered
to be of good quality of Industrial

grade".





"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A, B. J. Hammett - Owner"

)

IV. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT

(c) GEOLOGICAL FEATURES OF THIS PROPERTY, (The Hammett
Diamond Mine), are thoroughly described in published
articles attached hereto, from the U. S. Geological
. Survey Bulletin No. 808, and detailed information can
‘be obtained from the Bureau of Mines report No. L5L9,
as the Geological features of the (Kimberlite Diamond
‘.Mine) property, (Hammett Diamond), and the (Prarie

Creek Diamond) area are practically the same.
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THE EXPLORATION PROJECT

(c¢) The owner and applicant is financially able to carry

out his end of this exploration project. He has been
engaged successfully in business ownership, management,
organization, and exploritory work on projects for the past
35 years, and will personally supervise the contemplated
operation together ﬁith competent engineers and geologists
on the staff of the State Geology Department of Conser-

vatioh, State of Arkansas.

" A permanent residence is maintained by the applicant at

701 North Washington Street, Victoria, Texas, and a
permanent business office is also operated by the

applicant at 509.Victoria National Bank Building, Victoria,
Texas. At the present time, the applicants main business
is President of his corporation, Victoria Development
Company Incorporated, which is developing and building

a Multi-Million dollar suburban business center in

Victoria, Texas.
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®Kimberlite Peridotite Area®
MThe Kimberlite peridotite area is in a cleared tract on the
crest of a low hill in the SW. & NW. % sec. 1L, T. 8 S.R.
25 W. The map of this area (pl.ll) shows by patterns only the
observed and reported occurrences of the rocks. The peridotite
is not revealed im natural exposures. It is covered with yellow
‘ ) to red surficial clay, a few inches to a few feet thick, derived
largely from the weathering of the Trinity formation, which at t
‘the surface at this locality consists of yellow, red, and brown
clay. The dike that is exposed in the trench farthest east at the
Kimberlite mine (fig.L) is probably an eastward continuation of
the large mass of peridotite in this area. The form of the intrusion, 7N
to judge from present exposures, is that of a crescent-shaped dike
- which strikes northeast and has a length of at least 700 feet and a
width of possibly 100 feet at the surface.
Exposures 'indicate that the clay of the Trinity im contact with the
‘ peridotite was metamorphosed ihto a vitrified clay for a few feet at
least, éway from the contact when the peridotite was intruded, but
since then the,clayfhas weath?red so much that it is now only a little
harder and lighter in color than the 61ay that was nét metamorphosed.

Many inclusions of black shale, derived from the Paleozoic shale beneath,

occur in both the fresh and the disintegrated peridotite, and some of
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%Igneous Rocks"

them reach 2 inches in diameter. They are baked by heat from the
intruding peridotite, and although they are much weathered near

the surface they remain harder than the ordinary black shale,

whizh is widely exposed in the Ouachita Mountains on the north.

Veins of white barite and of yellow paligorskite with the fibers
parralled to the walls of the veins cut both the fresh and the
altered peridotite. The hard, unaltered peridotite, known locally

as “hardebank", occurs as two small patches a few feet acroos in

the southwestwardtrending trench at the west boundary of the mass,
Elsewhere it.has disintegrateq to a soft green and yellow earth.

The unaltered rock is dense, tough,Aporphyritic, and greenish black and
is similar to the intrusive peridotite found in a part of the Prairie

Creek area",
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"Relation of the Peridotite to the Other
Igneous Rocks of Arkansas"

The peridotite in the Caddo Gap quadrangle is as has been pointed out
by Williams, related in age to the other igneous rocks of Arkansas.
The igneous rocks in otheér parts of the State consist of nephelite
syenite, pulaskite, and related instruskve rocks and occur in four small
arcas in the eastern part of the Cuachita Mountain region and in the northwest
border of the Gulf Coastal Plain. One of these areds is in the Fourche
Macuntain region, near Little Rock, Pulaski County; a second is near Bauxite,
Saline Countys a third is at Magnet Cove, Hot Spring County; and the fourth
is at Potash Sulphur Springs. Garland County. In addition there are hundreds
of dikes of igneous rock scattered here and there over much of the east half
of the Ouachita lMountain region. Concerning these dikes Williams sayss
Outside of these fowr typieal regions there are many dikes
of igneous rock vhich as far as their petrographic charace.
teristics are concerned might be associated as well with one
group(region) as with another and which are, as a matter of
faet, probably directly connected with none of them, although
formed from the seme magme from which they all derived thoir
material,
The rocks in the dikes include tinguaite, fourchité, ovachitite, and monc-
hiquite. Of these the monchiquite is more closely related in composition
to the peridotite in the Caddo Gap quadrangle than any other, for it is

composed mainly of altered olivine and augite and at some places contain

much biotite,
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"Age of the Perddotite"

wThe peridotite of cach of the seversl ocowrences is similar to that of

the others, emﬁi although there is no aurfaea comection heteon th@se
oceurrences, t‘x‘m oindlaridy of the rocks makes it sesm very pmbable that

the z'ocks are of comfm origin ond are connected beneath tho surfaco.

The tgmca types of permotite were apyarentky formed by three distinct
volaw,s,: cuthursts, but t?:ey are so closoly related that they probably « e
reprasent ouccessive stages in a s&ngle» period of woleani¢ activity.

Prosent e\md:ence indicates tho igneous history of tho region set forth

below, o o .

Pirst the intrusivo peridotite was injested upward into the Carbomi ferous

and Lower Cretaceous rechs. Then volcande explosions broke up into smell
fragnents not only emeh of the intrusive poridotite but also come of the

shele and sandstone of Carboniferous sge. In the Prairic Creek peridotite
area the fragnents were apprently ejected into the air and then deposited in
ineclined layors, vhich have since béan‘ hardened, becoming a breccis. .

A second group of explosions probably took place, forming the tuff and closely
associated fine-grained breccia‘ of the Prairie Creck area. The distribution of
these rocks and their relation to the intrusive peridotite and to tho volecanic
brecela avparently indicste that they are the younmer.® |

3\





‘. . "Kimberlite Diamond Mine®
"A, B, J. Haommett - Owner"

"finerals of Arkansas® Page 115

"Geology of the De Queens and Caddo Gap
Quadrangles, Arkansas®

"J, S. Geological Survey"

Bylletin 808"

"Comparison of Arkansas and South African Rocks"

' The peridotite of Arkansas is generally believed to be similar in character and
mode of occurrence to that of South Africa, and the exact points of similarity

are here recorded. Wagner, who has carefully studied the South African diamond
deposits, says of them:

The'pipes represent deeply eroded, funnel-shaped volcanic necks of the Maar type,
which appear to have been formed by the violent explosive liberation at the earth's
surface of highly compressed vapors and.géses, emanating from a deep-seated, ult-
rabasuc magma. They are occupied, as a rule by nonvolcanic detritus derived from
the shattering and comminution of the rocks pierced by the explosions, by fragmentary
material derived from trituration of kimberlite(peridotite) and at greater depth by
solid plugs of the later rock.

Dealing first with the falationship of pipes to fissures, we have learned that the
magma in itsiascent appears invariably to have been guided to within a greater or
less distance of the original surface by planes of structural weakness in the earth's
crust. The earliest eruptions appear to have been in the nature of mighty explosions,
which resulted in blowing out of funnel-shaped apertures. The bulk of the material
forcibly ejected during these outbursts no fell back anto the vents, which at one
stage of their.history'may thus have been more or less completely occupied byonon-

volcanic detritus®,.
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t The peridotite is younger than the Trinity formation, of Lower Cretaceous
age, as is showen(l) by the high dip of the contacts beweem the peridotite
and the nearly horizontal beds of the Trinity,(2) by the metamorphism of the
elay of the Trinity adjacent to its contact with the peridotite, and(3) by
the occurrence in the peridotite of fragments of clay and pebbles derived from
the Trinity.
The peridotite is of the same age as or older than the Tokio formation of Upper
Cretaceous age. This is shown by the fact that the lower beds of the Tokio on
the Riley place and on the Twin Knobs, near Murfreeboro, contain altered ser-
pentine grains and fragments of peridotite. Although these grains and fragments
were waterlaid, there is a probability that they were ejected as fragmental

material from one or more near-by vents rather than washed by streams from per-
idotite exposures. The belief that the peridotite is not younger than the Tokio

is supported by the fact that the Tokio rests upon the peridotite at the American ri.e
mine and at the Black Lick.

From the foregoing facts it muét be concluded that the peridotite is younger

than the Trinit&“formaﬁion, of Lower Cretaceous age. The volcanic activity that
produéed‘the peridotite probably accompanied the down warping of the Mississippi e

embayment early in the Upper Cretaceous epoch,"
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"Comparison of Arkansas and South African Rocks"

"agner divides the diamond-bearing of South Africa into two types, both of which
occur as intrusives and as volcanic breccias. One of these is a "basaltic kim-
berlite", ricb in olivine and poor in mica, and the other is a "mica peridotite".
Both types are;diamond—bearing in South Africa, but the first has produced most

of the diamonds.

The quotations and -abstracts given abowe, which outline very briefly the type of
eruption and describe the diamond-bearing rocks of South Africa, serve as a basis
for comparison with the diaﬁoni-bearing rocks of Arkansas. In South Africa work

has proceeded to grea£ depths-3,601 feet in the Kimberlite Mine - and the geologic
relations are known in considerable detail, whereas in Arkansas 6nly the surface

of the ground has been scratthed. Nevertheless rather étriking points of similarity
between the diamond-bearing rocks of South Africa and of Arkansas are evident.

The viloence of the volcanic explosions by which the South African vents were
pfoduced and the extent to which the kimberlite and country rock were shattered and
mixed together in the vents have been emphasized. In Arkansas the peridotite was
evidently much shattered and the Explosiye violence brought to the surface Paleozoic
rocks that lay far beneath the surface. Injecti§n breccias that are comvosed

of shattered ceguntry rock mixed with a small proportion of volcanic material and

that have the characteristics of dikes have been identified in both areas",
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The relief of pressure occasioned by these earlier explosions must be assumed

to have led to the aséent of the magma into the pipes, where it appears, as a
rule to have given rise, by successive eruptions, to a number of distinct colﬁmns
of Kimberlite (peridotite) and Kimberlite tuff.

The material that occupies the vents Wagmer describes as follows:

It has been pointed out that in so far as the pipe filling is concerned, the roqks,
pierced by the explosions, the kimberlite magma; and the atmosphere have all
qontributed. |

We may divide the foréign matter of the piﬁes into three principal gvoups-rock
fragments derived fram the adjaceﬁt pipe walls; xenoliths (included fragments) 6f
_rock which have been b rovght up from below: masses of rock which to attain the
position in which we now find them, must have fallen into the pipes from above.
The pipe rock proper consists of kimberlite and of material derived from its
brecciation, comminution, and descomposition.

The microscope reveals the fact that among the products comprehended under the
general term of blue ground three mainwrieties may be distinguished. These

are the true kimberlite tuff or kirberlite breccia, injection breccia, and dec-
omposed kimberlite. As greater depths are attained in the mines the producsgs we
have hitherto beendealing with, as one would naturadlly expect, are replaced in

increasing measure by "hardenbank", or kimberlite, the parent rock, to the tritu-

ration and decomposition of which they own their origine
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"General Features"

"The sedimentary rocks of the Caddo Gap and De'Queen quadrangles originally lay
nearly horizontal. The Cretacedpus strata are still nearly horizontai, but they
have been tilted so that they have a low southward dip, and the Paleozoic strata
are inclined at high angles, so that their edges appear at the surface.

When the Paleozoic rocks are crossed from north to south, they are found to lie in
a series of anticlines and synclines, and in few places, they have suffered dis-
placement by faults. The greater part of their folding and faulting took place
near the middle of the Pennsylvaniaﬁ epoéh,'alﬁhough slight warping occureed at

a much earlier time.

To aid in understanding the structure of the quadrangle the structure sections in
Plate 15 are introduced. These sections represent the structure as it is inferred
from the position of the beds observed at the surface, but they are on too small

a scale to show all the minute structural details."
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"Structure®

"In many of the South African vents recurring volcanic activity
produced compound pipes that are formed of slightly different
rocks and that even bear diamonds of disimilar characters

Petrographic studies have shown that in Arkansas there are.aﬁ

least three types of rock, only one of which carries diamonds in

considerable gmantity.®
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Miser and Purduc report in the U, S. G. S. Bulletin 808, "Geology
of the DeQueen and Caddo Gap Quadrangles", that the known pro-
duction of diamonds from Pike County, Arkansas, prioriso the end

of 1923 includes at least 10,--~ stones. Records of the Ark-

insas Department of Revenue indicates production of 3,972.8L carats,
valued at 5 dollars per carat, in the period of 1923-31. No pro-
duction was reported between 1932 and 1948. :
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(d) GEOLOGICAL FEATURE OF THIS PROPERTY, LOCATION &

AGCESSABILITY, the (Hammett Diamond Mine), formerly
(Kimberlite Diamond Mine) is located approximately

two (2) miles North East of Murfreesboro, Pike County,
Arkansas, and approximately 2.5 miles North East of the
Prérie Creek Diamond area. A hard surfaced road extends
from Murfreesboro State Highway No. 26 for approximately
one (1) mile, and then leads on a fair country county
road constructed by the C. C. C. some years ago for
approximately another mile, and thereafter, approximately
% mile of road through the woods, such road now being
lumber roads, and permission has been granted for the
widening of the road, and improvement of the same to-
gether with a co-opearfive program b& the authorities

of Pike County to improve the roads to this mining pro-
perty. |

The Murfreesboro-Nashville Railroad operates between
Murfreesboro and Nashville, coﬁnexting with a branch of
the Missouri ?acific to iﬁs main line at Hope, Arkansas.
Good bus service is maimtained and Murfregsboro itself
is a small community of approximately 1,000 population

with lumbering its main industry.
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July 6, 1954

Mr. A. B. J. Hamuett
509 Victoria National Bank Building
Victoria, Texas

Dear Mr. Hammett:

This is in reply to your letter of June 29, As I mentioned in our
discussion of the previous week, our office will be very happy to give
you geologic assistance on your proposed investigation of your diamond
property in Pike County. If this work is undertaken in the near future,
we will be able to furnish you with considerable geologic assistance
including the examination and description of core and test pit samples
within a short time after you have obtained the samples. We, of course,
are not able to do the test drilling ourselves because of limited
facilities,

Yours very t

Norman F, Williams
Director, Division of Geology

NFW:kh

_RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
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VI. ESTIMATE OF COSTS, for this proposed work are grouped

(a)

(v)

()

as follows, and at a later date after contact has

' been made with the D. M. E. A. District Represen-

tative, a detailed brgakdown of these costs will be
submitted, and thereafter they will be adjusted

periodically as such costs may be deterﬁined.

Independent contracts will probably cover

some core drilling, bull-dozing, and drag-

line work, and it is estimeted that $2,000,00

will do the Worke = = = = = = = = = & = = = = = = -$ 2,000.,00
LABOR, SUPERVISION, CONSULTANTS, it is believed

that the wages, salaries and fees for necessary

labqr supervision and engineering and Geologic

consultation will not exceed $5,000.00, ~ = = = - = 5,000.00
OPERATING MATERIALS & SUPPLIES, will include ele-

ctricty, gasoline, oil, fuel, small tqols, etc.,

and it is believed that these costs will‘not v
exceed $2,000.00, = = =~ === = = = = = — = = = = = 2,000,00
OPERATING EQUIPMENT, will be rented where

ﬁossible, some of the smaller units such

as motors, gas engines, pumps, screens,

classifiers, washers, etc., will be pur-

chased or bwilt on the property, and it is

estimated that the total for all operation

equipment will not exceed $5,000,006 = = == = = — - 5,000.00

- 17 =





"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"Ao B- Jo Hé.mett - OWTIEI""
VI, ESTIMATE OF COSTS

(e) REHABILITATION & REPAIRS, will consist of liv-

ing quarters, engineering and mill quarters,

tools, and machinery shed, rebuilding of fence,

etc., all of rough cut lumber procured from mills

at low prices, the total cost believed will ndt ex-—

ceed$2,500600e= = = = == = = = = = - o —m - - = $ 2,500.00
(f) NEW BUILDINGS, IMPROVEMENTS, INSTALIATION, It will

be necessary to deepen a present water well, to

install a chadnnlink fence for plant protection,

to purchase wire for new fence on property,

etc., with a total cost believed not to

exceed $2,000.00. 2,000.00
(g) MISCELLANEOUS, All items that would be classi-

fied under miscellaneous are believed to fall

within a cost that will not exceed $500.00. - - - 500,00
(h) CONTINGENCIES & ITEMS, as well as added ex-

penses not included in the above estimates

are believed to be of a total that will not

exceed $1,000600e= = = =~ = = = = = = = = = - - = 1,000.00

PROJECT ESTIMATE TOTAL $20,000.00

- 18 =











"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A. B. J, Hammett - Owner"

VII. FINANCIAL

(a) I have read the regulation and proposals where in
Government partic.ipation in exploration work is con-
cerned, and I am prepareci to furnish my share of
. the cost of this proposed project in accordance

with the Govermment regulations.

- 19 -






ViT.

"Hammett Diamond Mine"

"A, Be J. Hammett - Owner"

FINANCIAL

(b) T will furnish my share of the cost of this pro-
posed project by furnishing my portion in money
and if it is do desired, I will depdsit the amount
of mrney in a special Bank account furnishing
the D. M. E. A. with a copy of such deposits, or
I will handle the matter in any other manner that
may be deemed proper and in accordance with pro-

cedure.

- 20 =










"Hgmmett Diamond Mine"

"A., B. J. Hammett - Owner®

CONCLUSIONS s

Tbere is no question with regard to the existance

of diamonds, Industrial and Gem value on this pro-
perty. "There is no question as to the need for such

a property to be developed in the United States.

There is no question about the markettfér the product.
There is no question about the need by our Government for
a domestic source‘ofsupply of Industrial Diamonds.

The (Haﬁmett Diamond Mine) is a valuable, good pro-
perty with enough work having been done in the past

to justify a thorough expioratory project to deter-
mine the amount of this deéposit and the best method of
commercial operation,

It is the first time in the History of U. S. Diamond

properties that a property of this kind is available

for an operation under one ownership, thus, assuring

complete understanding and co-operation without costly
delays between all agencies in the undertaking of the

proposed exploratory work.

-2] =
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Japuary 12, 1955

Memorandum

To:

Administmtor

From: Nomnet.ame Minerals Division

Subjects A denisl of exploration assistance and summary report.

By:
1.

lawrence G. Houk

Docket No. DMEA-3423 - Diamonds
Property: Hammett Diamond Mine (Kmberlite Mine)
Pike County, Arkansas o

Applicant: A. B. J. Hammett :
500 Victoria Mational Bnnk Building
Victoria, Texzs

Application - Form MF-103 réceivecl' Ju);y 23, 1954.

Work proposed: Robuild some of the roads to clear away
existing undergrowth. To ersct small area of chain
link fence. Scme rough buildings erected. Pumps,

- pips, motors, washing equipment, tools, will be »
provided as well as rehabilitation of old buildings.
Core drilling and reopening of old pits.

Amount requested $20,000,00
No oontr-ct' Application dmiod. :

Camuta :

The application does not present a cloo.r progm for
exploration of the property. The applicant did not under-

‘stand the nature of the exploration assistance program and

after discussions with Mr. Clinton C. Knox of the Fleld
Team states he is disappointed and slightly confused by the
program.  He, no doubt, sxpected being set up in business
by the Govermlent. Mr. Hamsett indicates in his letter of
November 30, 1954, that he may start a washing and min1n§

- operation. The Field Team Report recowmends denial.

Insufficient data were obtainadble to support a contract,
(2) Field Team's examimation failed to revesl geologic ’
possibilities of & worthwhile discovery. (3) Applicant did

- not make a definite propoesl or indicate any suggested more

definite practicable plan that would be acceptabdle. (4)
Applicant stated that he would not allow aa-ploa to be
ruovod from the property for testing : ‘






A . S ‘ ‘

Reconmendations :

The Nonmetallic Minersls Division concurs in the
field team's recommendation to deny the application..
The Geological Survey and the Bureau of Mines are in
agreenent . ’ : ' ' _

LGHouk :gad 1/17/55
Copy to: Admr. R. File
Mr. Houk






600

FEB 91955

Mr. A, B. J. Hammets
509 Victoria Bational Ihnk
- Bailding

Ret nooht No, DMBA-3423 - Mum!l
" Hosmett Dismond Mine
~ (Rimborlite Mine)
. &-. Ba J' M’t‘ ’
" Pike Ceunty, ‘Arhunm '
Denyr l&'. mttx

Pof‘mneo {& mades to your lmtor of J-mmv 25. 1955,
on the subject application.

Your camsents on the Dormu Miserals: mlomtion
Administretion progran have been sarefully wotad. This offioe d1d
not: interpret your lstter of November 30, 1984, to Mr. Clinton C.
faox as & request fer wvithdremal of your spplicetion, thersfove,
we_edntinued 4o process it to completion. Under the rules and
regulations on vhich Goverrment exploration agsistance is granted,

mmmmmmmaammm ¢ prohability of .

mking a signifivant discovery was not ooms smfficiemtly
favorable to justify Govoernmewt participation amd not bom.uu of
insuffieient reserves as you have wmua. - .

The demial of your applica..im for oxplmﬁm uaictaml

- should not be considersd a3 a condeamation of yoor

property any
more than as approval of a Defsnss Ninersls Exploretion Adainistre~
unmtnctcmldhmw:sacmmtmdwof
IWM

To cur novledge no n-r-m» Minerals Fxplmtiu Administre~

tzanmmnpmmmww property ewmer and
nomptimtouummmmwthmmm“.
mmmmrnmmmmmormcm

 anfl ere not for publie distribution.

We regret that any dmﬁudiu m arisen 110 CONNNC-
tiom vith ;rm lppuathn

:Binunxv yoors,

(PRI O
POR i FL

ORI SrIT RSNy
mumu’-
msm 2/1/55 |
- CGopy tor Adwr, R. Ml - 1'“14 Tean, Ruiu v M. nmm,szzz





. Dear Mr Mittendorf'

® = @& o
N A, B. J., HAMMETT
509 Vietoria Nat'l Bank Bldz.
'+ Telephone Hi-5-1662
.Victoria; Texas 4
R Jamnuary 25, 1955

The U. S. Department of the Interior P
Defense Minerals Exploration Admlnzstratlon :
Washlngton, D. C. ’

Attention: Mr, hlttendorf
" Administrator . Y o
- Re: Docket DMEA-3423 -~ Diamonds _
Hammett Diamond Mine, (Kimberlite
Diamond Mine), A, B, J. Hammett
Pike County,;Arkansas ‘

I have just received your letter of January 19 which. 1s a rather dlsapp01nting letter
in several respects. First of all, in my letter of November 30 to Mr, Clinton Knox,

I made it crystal clear that I was not inbderested as of that date in any DMEA, Govern-
ment participation in my project from the standpoint of Exploratory work, and that,

in itself automatically cancelled my earlier application to the Department,

In view of my letter df November 30 and’its'coﬁtehts, the second and third paragraphs
of your letter of January 19, which, in a sense is a recorded sabotage and condemn-
ation of‘this~property;-was entirely unwarranted, un¢a11ed for and unjustified.

Mr, Knox was advised of my desire not to participate in any manner at all where in
your program was concerned because of the extreme amount of red tape and cost to a
legitimate mining man in Administrative expenses in order to procure some assistance

on additional exploration work. It was further stated and made clear that I had
intended to work from our original core drilling and our information which we have
on this property and is known to us as far as these deposits are concerned and that
what I had decided, was an operation of production at this tlme rather than.
experlmental work such as your Exploratory work covers. x

This seems to be. sort of a- usual pabtern that has been followed ‘many times in offlces

- . in Washington, D, .C. A record is made condemnlng .a good piece of property upon which a

Government employ or his staff have never made an examlnatlon, that would justify
thelr statements. : .

‘The only time that the Government has ever been asked to step onto this property by

\ me was at the time Mr. Knox visited itiiith me in the Fall of 1954 and as I recall

\his personal attitude, ‘statements, and opinion of this property at the time he
wisited it certainly was a complete reverse to anything that you have indicated to
me in your letter and at that time it was Mr, Knox's intention to proceed with
\ormal papers for further mlneral Exploratlon on another . part of this property if I -






[,lﬂ ] . _ o o I

80 desired 4nd here again, I wish to p01nt out . that in my letter of November 30

I definitely rejected any Exploratory assistance that had been applied for and
that, in itself, made it entirely unnecessary for your office to put into your
file a letter and an article denying this a851stance and for the reasons you state,

:Wlth regards to your last paragraph, it is true that the report made by Mr, Knpx

upon this personal piece of property was confidential and for the use of the
Government. However, I know where such reports have been made by the Government
in this same area and have been released to the. property owners znd I therefore
cannot understand why you would choose to make an exception in my case., I would
further ask your good office by just what method you arrive at whether there are
sufficient reserves or not in a piece of property when you have never drllled one
hole in it which is the purpose of the DMEA'S functlon. -

So far I have not been able to contact anyone occupying a desk in dashlngton, D, C.
or an Engineer, private or Govermment who have X-ray eyes and have been able to
determine the extent of deposits such as the function of your idministration is to

~ determine through actual work and physical operations, - I have spent a great deal

of my time in Washington, D. C. and am fairly well acquainted with representatives
who, I am sure, will agree whole heartedly with me on this matter., 1T might add that
your letter of January 19 in reply to mine of November 30 required no answer from
you whatsoever other than an acknowledgement that I had withdrawn my application
and was a direct contradiction to the information given me in your office in Wash- .

“ington, D, C., which was the basis upon which I spent time and money to prepare the -

materla, dhlch your offlce requlred with the orizinal appllcation.

- I will be very much interested in finding out, which I 1ntend to make it part of my

business to do, just why such confliction in as important a type of Exploratory work
as this should be thought of-in the manner disclosed by your leétter of ‘January 19.

Yours ﬁeﬁy trﬁly; ;

'/s/ A. B, J. Hammett
. "A. By J. Hammett

aBJH: pk

o
o
g
<






JAN 1 9 1955

M. A. B, J, Bumett
509 vieturia Mational Bank

Fuildiag »
Yictoris, Yeins

Smmett Diamond Mine
(Fimberiite Mine)
A, B. J. Bammett
- Fike County, Arkansas
Doar Mr, Huxmett: S '

!ui'vra&eo is mde to your applieation for sxploratien
assistunce at the subject property and your lstter of ovember 32,
1954, to Mr. Climton C_., Knox, Executive (ffiger of Raglom VI.

Projeets approved bty the Defense Mimsrels Erploration
Administrution wuet, in its julguent, show dafintte promise of
Yielding materials of ssesptabis prade in quaatitiss that will ,
signifieantly improve the miners) supply position £ the Betiomal
Dnfeonse Progrem, ,

Careful stuly of all our informetion indiestes %o us Ahat
the protaddlity of disclosing signiffeant reserves of dtamonds by
your proposed program is mot sutfiolently promistiag to Justify
Govermment partioipation. Ve regret to sdvise Jou, wnder thess
olrounstanses, that your applieation for exploration assistasee is

- T'e remlts of the fie)d tean oxamination are comfidential
for the use of the Government only and are not released to
‘amers. ¥e vish to thank ywm for your interest in the Defenze
Musrals Progres amd for bWringing your property to sur sttention.

incerely yours,
B o dideondord

' :  hMministrator
LGHowk:ged 1/12/55 . :
Copy to: Admr. R, File
S Docket File. ,
Operating Committes =
Field Team, Region ¥t |V
Mr. Killsganrd, 5222 -
o M. m’ 3518
- Mr. Heuk

Ret Dosket %o, DNiA-I473 =~ Diamemds





. T . - .. INREPLY REFER TO:

UNlTED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25.D.C.

M ]-3: 1955
!u M«M

Beumett Mine
- Pike Co., Avk, ~

lhmrm

To1 L.G.N Mmmmmmmm
Fma B L. m, U.&mm

Subject: . Mﬁw of ?:L&M mmmm mt

mﬁexahmaummxwmummth
:Monmuwmummmmw ,

The tWMhMﬂmm
cmmmamﬁmmuzmmwuamh

Wmu:»mmﬁmmm“tm,

¥ L. Bewcord

ElNewcomb :him
G-1/13/55

Copy to: Director s rea.ding, hﬁla
Branch reading , b212
~TBA (3)
Pocket file -
H. P, Chanﬂ.ler, 3520 Interm






. Dear 3irst p . Pike County, Arkansas.

. UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR < u i gy,

« Lafonae (i s
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION m’g;’;é;v ;:mmmfamn

L JANT 41958

. Deowsbar 30, 1954

Vashington 25, 2. & |
T et Dosket DPAMD (diemends)
. Hesett (Eiwberlite) Mine -

o ﬁ'uwa reference to your dugust 16 letter ooucerning the

- aited docket, trenmaitted herewiih are she miginal and three

ooples of uy report of & field exsainetion with a denisl to the

- glimten G. Knex
Bxssutive Offtcer

o omfe | DA Field Tom, Beglon VI

ez IDMEA Op. Com (3)
_Hr. Laurence
h23 f1le

‘ o Revsi ewed .'by B
. DMEA OFERATING COMMITTRE
{=10-55

~ ((féla@e)J e






~ UNITED STATES - pog o
'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQR; m,,’e,f,” ‘.
- BUREAU. OF MINES e
P. 0. BOX 431 . . ' UANSS,{Q 395"6 |

* JOPLIN, MISSOURI .

“Decenber 31, 195

umtt {nmﬂm) M Nine
: Pike Comty, xmmw |

wmca

Mining xuiw
lpplicatim Dooket DMEA-3423 mm)
" AdBude Haumett
509 Victoria Mational Bank Mwng
o ’vutarh, Tox.

o . Innmtummeunnml.ﬁmtmm ‘
'O»mting Comuittes, the subject application was reviewsd and desmed
unworthy of further sensideration. XLater, however, & fleld a
ment in southeastern Oklshoms, nrwqurwtm
mm»mmmmmmm Arkansas, where the
w of Datober 25 was m;:ttctg.:imm m mb.‘int qui.i::;m,

' and sxsmdning the property with spplicart. Obviously
.mmqnu“fmmrummmmmmm Joep-driver
umuutmmmnmwmummm
mmmmmmummmm:m»mm¢

. No records, umm mmu o crod&m recollestions
.mudqanmcmmcﬁhma‘nmwmm
"~ and exploratery drilling reportediy dons thare ysars ago, or con-
serning the value and physical wolume of the diamonds belisved to
'MMMWMWWMWMWtatMM
maom :

" %he total surfase syea of intrusive pericdotite (harde-
- bank®), periodetite breeceis (“yellow or blus ground®), and
mmc mwtm ineluded in this so-called nmruu pma, |

- Rev?em@d by _ :
D’“\@EA OPRRATINC COWIIIT'VEEE .

L l-10-55 e

T~ @Q@f‘}»@}) o
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' ‘mmumumwmmum,mmmm
-1mmmnmnmummm.mn.;wmmm'
was emvineed, hewever, Mmafthm,mommcw

‘Wmmmmwfo yoars probably came E

Aha fow aimllew Kisberlite (Rivd-Eem mummt .

mmmmmwuam«ummum

wsummmmmmmmwmmp. The .

mmmmmwmmwmx» '

_,whmnmmmp:mmmmm. :

snaoessful sommrsial mining epeveticon ean be held. On the besis

nmww.mthmhnmnwmmm g

mmmm<~mtmmmum¢ e

o wmummmwMMdum~
~Mntmnbjm thzwm,mum

have the necessary qualificationa, howsver to plan snd

Undoudledly diamends heve Besn found, anei move can be
rmwntmmnnmm.mmwuma,
wmummmmm~mw~
mwmmmmnmwmmum‘,

‘ cr fmhmmmm

e > x‘mmmmm“- Mm.qurm :

2 ‘rmmamummanmmu I
o memwtmnmmmwm
,nultmwmt&mmm;um =

3. The ;MMMMtwmmm ,
- wplovetim propewal er indicate that any suggasted
- mmummmmmauumm. ,

: ,;,;.'rmwummi.utm w&mmW :v

T seumples rensved frem the preperiy ar any
disnond recovery testing or sample snalyves to bs = ‘
MAeMnMumm,Whmw

o supervision R

m«mwmummmmnm Lo





S The 80-acre W}'MWQM
now the tcul crwnership and centrel in ihe -

. ares Wmams{z« NI/t of section 24, 2. 88., B
' 3%.&11&,MM¢

;
; .;?
i-}'i
&
Fa
i

. | mwruwmun&‘mw,inn;wm
,mtmnmxwmmm»mm(am(

SRR -;;,mmm.mmwunrmammu
uidtoiho;wetutnlhwm fislds of business, but made
20 slaims %0 hawe wver condus w*mmw.mm

This writer wan mmnd m‘nr Mﬁsgppmmt o
soms port of ixterest uwi-wﬁ te (Bird-Keen) property,
mmummw«mmmm, .
and sludaing that
i1y was done there in 12, dmncmdmmortao
wzwmummam&

The & mmmmwuusm
Mmmudntuth toointag). wrk on the

MWMMWmmmmWM .
Hs also stated thek an esporatar, whose rmum he was yoi
not at Muaw,mwmmmm»un
asharge of the preposed
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house. Then, Lf Sustitishle mmmnmnm@mmori_;'-
the th-r:’d mmd‘ yredably best eould be cbtained by using -
hm(mmquﬂk X h5h9). m-ny.

| :ﬁvrw m-mmmm,mtm numaw«nh.
uhmmmnmmmmm.

R u-mmwwanmtmumm- ‘
»mmmmuummmmmummmmummr
.A:::{nn hhmlmudw;mpmﬁm Mum&lt-ic

o mmmmamuomwuthnmm however,
.mmmmmmmnumwmmmm

ss: IMEA Op. Com (3) ' :
Hr. Iaurence
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 UNITED STATES - 'r*@**

DEPARTMENT. OF THE lNTERIOR fesce
 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

“P. U. Box #431
Joplin, Hissouri

Decenber 23, 1954

HAr. A. B. J. Hammetb.
509 Vietoria Nat'l. Bk. Bld‘,

Victoria, 'I'exas : ‘Re: | Docket DEA-3423 (diamonds)
S Hammett (Kimberlite) Mine
Dear ifr. ¢M1ett. - : Pike County, Ark. :

This is to aclmowled*e your letter of Hovember 30.

T regret tiils delay dus to other pressing assigmments which also

have prevented completion of my report to be submitted to Washington,
covering my examination of your property with you on October 25.
Admittedly, my delay cn completing that report, prior to receiving

“your letter, was with expectations that you might present necessary

details for an exploration project proposal on about 10-gcres of

the most favorable-appearing part of your property, as we discussed
there. I gathered from your letter, however, that instead you are

contemplating withdrawal of your applicastlon.
I assure you that since becoming acquainted with

you and your property, so that I now understand more clearly the
-particular problems confronting you, I am in sympathy with your

viewpoint as a potential producer of strategic industrial diamonds.

- I deeply regret your expressed disappointment in the extent of

assistance wnicn I outlined as might be approved to meet some of
those problems undsr the limltations of the Defense Minerals -

Exploration Program.

"I plan to complete and submit my report to
Waahi.ng"ton next week, but since work by the Bureau of Mines and
Geological Survey rnembors of the Fisld Tean on such examinations
and reports autiiorized on applicant's properties, is done in a
consulting capacity for the Government, at the request of DIEA,
we are not at liberty, as you requested, to release copies of
reports to any individual. I am sending a copy of this and your

- - letter to the IMEA office in Washington tonight, in case that it

shcmld feel free %o send you a copy of my report.

S Incidently, referring to our conversation about
Government minin lcans, I noticed in the Deceaber issue of the -






2 & - e I o B . . B B .
| P : : N L R o T
s

Engimering ‘and Mining J ournal just reoalnd that ths Sma.]l
Business Administration has recently approved some loans to mining
concerns, which as I previously told you I believed had never been ..
~ done bsfore. - Likewlse, as I previously stated, I understand that
- any Government agency would be given accaas to repo:rts or other .
. infcmtion in the mEA files. -

" L I enjoyed visiting you and your property and hare- -
L "by mt to express my appreciation for your time and effort, and
that of the guide with 'a jeep that you engaged, who was able to .
" take us to the 0ld Kimberlite diggings (after some mnétring over
tha mrioua dim J\mglo trails). S , o

. With the Season's Gmetings, I mmain ‘

'Very aincwe}.y yours,

| * Clinten C. Knox .
S ’ L . 'Executive Officer - '
B ch/vks B o ~,114EA Fleld Team, Rzgion i
ce: DMEA Op. Com (w/c)

-Mr. Laurence, U.S. G.S. Knoxville (w/c)
3&231‘119 L
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Y | A. B. J. Hammett
509 Victoria Natt'l Bank Bldg
~ Victoria, Tex.

November 30, 1954

Mr. Clinton C. Knox
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

P. 0. Box 431 '

Joplin, Missouri Subject: Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds)
' ‘ Hammett-Kimberlite Mine

Dear Mr. Knox: Pike County, Arkansas

I have inténded to write you several times since our visit on the
subject property last month, but have been extremely busy and am
Just now getting around to it.

I enjoyed meeting you and appreciated your time spent with me in
looking over the property. I presume you have already sent in your

report with respect to your visit, and since this report was on a X
private piece of property entlrely owned by myself, I presume you e
do not have any objections to sending me a copy. of your report or ﬁﬁk

asking the Department in Washington to forward a copy to me.

After our visit, I can frankly tell you that I was certainly dis-
appointed as well as slightly confused with the type of so-called
assistance that is offered under the program, and I have a feeling
of dread when it comes to thinking about being involved with such a
deal as you outlined. I also was considerably amused as well as
somewhat disgusted with the information I have recently received
from the Bureau of Federal Supply. Here we are with officials in
Washington going on record to tell a person how important it is to
this Administration to have a stockpile of stragetic materials,
especially Industrial diamonds and describe all of the elements
pertaining to our risk and future security where such a product is
involved and then to0 learn that the Bureau of Federal Supply has
been stripped of all of its authority and buying power and that the
divisions which have been set up for mining and the handling of
mining matters and materials which we tax payers have spent mil-
lions of dollars to create, cannot function now because - all of
this important matter has been turned over to the Agricultural
Department, of all people, and they are now engaged in a process
of trading surplus butter and eggs and other types of surplus
material they have for Industrial diamonds. Now, of course, there
is only a slight fly in the ointment and that is, I am advised I
will have to be a foreigner or go to Europe and thereby make a
deal for some surplus butter or something else and in turn black
market it for twentyfive times the amount that the Government
would normally pay for Industrial Diamonds for stockpiling pur-
poses, etc.—-






If an American Citizen, taxpayer, mine owner, has any chance of
survival against such a practice as this, I am at a loss to know
what it would be, and combined with the proposition you outlined,
I would say that whoever is doing the planning in Washington on
these matters and whoever is listening to such planning is really
getting the treatment.

I think possibly I will reopen iy property on a small scale and
start a washing and mining operation independent of the hazards
and obstacles that my own country seems to feel would stop me
rather than encourage me to continue with such a development.

With my very best regards to you and thanking you to send me a
copy of your report, I am

Vebx.'y sincerely yours,

ABJH/pk /s/ A. B. Ji Hammett





UNITED STATES . - et

o ) . . NI ”‘ " o “_“ »m;.:‘ .

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1 g:m;s_'w@” ‘

~ DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION . . e '{fr_, A
0 PETIVRVXOWVITXRROXV . et 22 1

~ Box 31 o . L

Jonlin, issowri .
o - October 20, 1954
AR WIL o

© Messrs, Ralph I, Erickeon and Isurence V. Dleds |

Geologists, U, S¢ Geologioal Survey . ' .
(:/o e To Wilson, Uilson's Spring - . Res Docket D A=3425 (diamonds)
ot Springs, Arkansas . — , Hemmett (Ximberlite) mine
Doar Sirs: ' ‘ '

: With reference to ik, Urickson's telephone call to me on September 23,
e Ay B, C, Hummwott of Victoris, Texas, hes apgread to meet ne for & disocus-
‘gionof the spplicetion et the offios of his attorney, i, Iindle Hile, in
Jtwrfressboro on next Monday morning, Ootober 25, Presumsbly the spplicant?s
vroperty will be visited or examined, if found justifiable, also that day.

- I intend to arrive in Mwrfrecsboro Sunday night after oxpscted

oorpletdds of & mangansse property exsmination at Bromide, Nkie,, on
~ which Don ¥aolaren, Geolopgist from your Denver office i to be the Suvey
mesbor of the Field Tesms Therafare, sinoce I am to be in that padt of the
Region, Monday sppeared to be the most logical time to request M, Hammet ¢

to mest no on the sudbject £ield referral, Based upon the informetion I

have been adble to dig wp on the subjest rroperty, I certainly hesitate to

say that a geolopicel examiration is werrantod st this time or might ever
_reveal any thing of signifigence. I sincerely would welcowe your collsboration
that day, however, if at this late date, you could possibly srrange to .
come Yo Murfreesbore, = _ I

During the tolephone call yesterdsy from Hershmen and Yeelaren of
the USGS Denver Office, Pete Beroni siso spoke driefly to me concerning
snother 7ield Team matter in Oklahomm, snd I tenstively agreed to meet
~ him st Murfrecsboro or Hot Springs before roturning to Joplin that Yonday

night or the next day, to review meterial for a xmpmmk Field Tesm report .
that he is writing, Thersfore, in omse you decide that a peolopic
‘examination of the Hasmmett property is not warranted, I mey heve the
opportunity of meetingz you anyhow at llot Springss. ‘

Sinoerely yours, -

L R o Clinton Xnox .
DWA Opy Come £{2), tashe~ - . Txecutive Ufficer .
e laurence, Knoxwille - .. I A Pleld Team, leg, VI

323 rate -

cot
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UNITED STATES :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - -

~

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION Rt

Pe G. Box #,31
Joplin, lidssouri -

Getober 8, 1954

Hr; A. B. J. Hauprett
509 Victorid Nattl. 3Bank Dlde.

Vietorda, Texas Re: - Docket MEA-B&?B (ﬁia»mﬂs)
1 o , femgett(Kimberlito) Hine
Dear Mpr. lamsebt: . Pike County, Ark.

Jeforring to your Se; tember 14 lstter, a trip has beea

. scheduled for me to exanine applicants? properties in southieastern

Uklahoma on Gelober 23 and 24, so X would be pleased to ueet you in
i{urtx'ecsboro, Mkmsas, on Honday, Uctober 25.

.. T would 1ike to take that opportunity to discuss your
applicat:mn with you, and to visit tae subject property if yon could
‘ Am-range to accon.pany e t.nen. :

' .' ' ?1ease let e know wel.l ‘befeorehand how mat proposed
neetim would fit into your busy schedule. .

Very sincerely yauré, A

- | - Bxecutive Officer _
CCK/vks BEA Fiald Pean, Ragion VI
// o ' .
cc: DMEA Op. Com (2) '
g Robert A. Laurence, anxv:.lle Tenn. .
Messrs. R. L. Erickson and L. V. Blade, DMEA Field Teanm -

3h23 file

" Region VI., c¢/o U. S. Geol. Survey-Gen.Del Hot Sprn.ngs, Ark.





. Cﬁ: DMEA, Washington

UNITED STATES o
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR =~ |

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION @ () A e
TERREROREREI SR At
Joplin, Missouri Septeczber 16, 1954

Mr. Robert A. Lsurence, Bxecutive Officer
DMEA Field Team, Region VII

Room 13, Postoffice Re: Docket No. DHEA-3423 (Diamonds)
Knoxville 2, Tenn. A+ B. J. Hammett

| Hammett (Eduberlite) Diamond Mine
Dear Mr. Laurence: Plke County, Arkansas

This is another in reply to your letter of September
2 with regard to the above-oited field referral.

I f£ind that this office recelved only one copy of
the voluminous spplication which, however. presented insufficient
information pertaining to the requested IMEA loan. I presumed that
you had received copies of the subject application, reviews by the
Commodity Uroup, and Washington correspondence. I now notice indisat-
ad thereon that coples evidently were made for Mr. Koschmann. I
understood that his Danver Office of the Geologlcal Survey was to
serve on this Field Team's work only in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.
Therefore sopies of all material in this dockel file, except the
application, are enclosed herewith for your inform:ticn.

Supplementing my remarks in 3 September.3 letter
to the applicant, the enclosed copy of which I believe you will find
self-explamatory, I think the pertinent information given in the -
application can be summarized to your satlsfaction in these few
wordss

On the proposed project to cost $20,000 at the old

Kimberlite diamond mine property embracing 80 acres, the S/2 of Nd/4

| section 14, T. 8, R. 25, only an estimated $2,000 was for Msoue core
drilling, bulldozing, and dragline work" to be let to an independent
contractor. Aside from some part of $5,000 to be allowed for lubor,
supervision, and consultant?s fees in comnection with the actual '
exploratory work, the balance wzs requested for clearing all the
dense underbrush from the peridotite outcrops, building a ehain-link
fence for plant protection, construction of living, engineering, and
mill quarters, installation of 2 washing and diamond recovery plant,
rental and/or purchnse of equipment, and other things which cannot
be construed as exploration work.






s . . e . \
con ' .
. f . . L " ‘.
. - ' ) : /.\ '
. . N ' v

On the basis of an innstigation of a Imch Mre S
conprohensiw application a year ago (Docket IMEA-3087, diamonds - -
John Q. Glair) 5. covering the neighboring, virtually identical
deposit o “the Arkinsas dlamond mines (Prairie Cresk Diamgud Area),
it appears quutimhle that $20,000 would afford accomplishing
a8 comprehmme wloraboxy cors drming prom at the. nmute

‘ - I am anticipating a fialtl rorarral possibly :!n a"
mmth ‘on a manganese applisation in southesstern Oklahoma. Then
if this applieant for a diamond exploration has made some reason-
able efforts to furnish the required supporting data, snd you and .

I agres that a Field Team examination is justifiable, I will make

. the examination or assist one of your men therve at. tﬁat time. In
my opinion, however, the sbove-memtioned St. Clair applieation whish
was denied for exploration in the Pratrie Creek Area presented a
umech more favorable opportunitg' to imestigatc A;rkansas diamond -
pdtenti&litiea, . ‘ ‘ ,

‘ I realize’ that the patentinlity of those peridotite
- pipes is mﬁmrn;r a geologieal problem snd from the standpoint of
- the Swrvey it may be important to cbtain some deep drill hole data
 there. I will be pleased to go along with any mumarxiatim, mgu,
' gpatim, or opinimc you mh 1o offer‘ T ‘

' ' ' When a reply to my Soptenbor 3 1ette.r is receiwd
from the applicant, Iwill forward a eopy to you' imdiately :

Sincere.l.y youra,

| Clinton C. Knox
- .. Executive Officer. - o
CCK/vks ' . DeEa Field Ta&m, Region VI
m (2) -
3&23 rile.
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Mhouid sahe 1t as guickly as possihle so that DMRA decisSem on the |
reqguested contract day be rendered vith » minluw of delay, o

 fhor %, KitIsgeard
Foniesure

CCr. W, B, Maxtin, TNEA _
Bokert A. Laurenos, Region YII
Co Co Ko, Begion VX » ‘
Z. ¥, Naxabmen, Begion IV
Director's reading, 4212
Branch reading, 4212 -
Docket file

THK4ilsgeard :him
G-9/15/54





. Mr. Clinton C. Knox

® - oopms‘ nEA (2) 7

¢ o My Lam'ence'

Y ' ‘ - A. B. J. HAIMETT
. - 509 Victoria Natl Bank Bldg‘

Telephone 322 o

‘Victoria, Texas

September lh, l951+

Executive Officer DMEA

Field Team Reglon VI . Subject: Docket DMEA 3423 "Diamonds™
P 0 Box 431 =~ - C ~° -Hammett Mine ‘
Joplin, Missouri B : Pike County, Arkansaa

" Dear Mr. Knox:

"I have Just returned frem the West Coast and. your letter of September

3rd was on my desk. I have several other trips planned throughout the
next months, however, if you will advise me possibly a wesk or ten

‘days in advance of your contemplated visit to the subject properby, I |

will be very happy to arrange my schedule to meet with yours. As a
partial reply to your question tunder Item 3 (a), the 80 acres of land
is owned outright by me and is all of the acreage that I omn. At one

~ time I did have a claim on the adjoining 40 acres that have been known .
- to contain some deposits of peridotite. The main thing that I am con-
- ecerned with is the basic 80 acres that contains the bulk of the known

deposit and is substantial onough for-a long term operation.

5 (b) This portion of infomation was taken from United States

" Government matsrial and also from a report made several years ago by a -

mining engineer (deceased) and former partners of the property. I do =
not know the yardages of the material and this information combined with -
other information such as the logs, etc., if in my possession would :
eliminate the necesssity of any exploratozy work by the Department of
the Interior. All of the records, 1ogs, and engineering data were de-

stroyed together w1t.h other effects in the fire referred to in my report.

'3 (¢) As mentiomd in the preceding paragraph if I were in pos-
session of this information regarding drill holes, logs, and recoveries
at various levels, I would not need this. Government assistance at. this

~ time. The original, engineering ii\formatim contained in Goverrment files, =
and in our engineers report, I believe showed that there had been a ' S
~definite outcropping of thie peridotit.e in a total of 92 acres.

5 (b) You are correct. on the. proposed work and that it will actuany

: 'consist wherein explc:ratory, drilling, test-pitting, trenching, clearing,
- and road building to be of a minimum and will include the main work on

the sites of the old workings.





5 (d) The State of Arkansas in their letter of July éth, a copy :
included with my application, will furnish Geologic and Engineering basic.
‘ssskstance tokether with others with whom I have not as yet made definite :
conmittments. S K T e

6 (é) and (b) The $2,000.00 is oniy',a partial estim&‘tedvcokt. Part
of the balance of this work is to come out of money appropriated under

Item 6 (b) and personal funds.

6 (a) (b) (c) (a) (e) and (f) are items which I intend to break down
_in proper ferm after I learn whether ot not this Government assistance
is available for this project and I also intended to do this work with
“your cooperation so that the brexkdown would be satisfactory for the

. purpose intemded. o o ' . C

Since this valuable property is now under one ownership and I am perfectly
willing to make expenditures for the conduct of & good operation on this
property together with the world-wide conditions that exist and especially

 the position the United States is in when it comes to a supply of Industrial
Diamends, I believe that this is a very opportune time to make an explora-. -

tion project on this property and to back it up with a source of supply
-for this country in the event of another emergency which is probable and
quite possible, With a source of supply of Industrial Diamonds right here
in the United States, the value to our country could be tremendous and - -

I believe you will agree it would be much better for the Government to be

doing business here at home with its patriotic people rather than to be
.depended wpon our enemies and those who have favorable leanings toward

. our enemies as is the case with our present foreign producers of Industrisl.

Diamonds and that source of supply and operation could be cub off very
suddenly. e T T EEER

-~ Yours very ’c‘ru_h', |

ABTHzGpk . [e/ A.B.J, Hammett

N
N






N % - COPY: aPERATING COMMITTEE
» > ~

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
YRR UV
WASHIN ON "

’

P. 0. Bax #431

Joplin, Mssouri
Airmnil :
lre Ae Be J. Hommett
509 Victorda National Bank Bldg. _ '
Victoria, Texas Re: Docket IXEA-3423 (diamonds)
Hammett Mine
Dear Hr. laomett: : Pike County, Ark.

Your a plication for a DMEA project contract was referred
to ne for field appraisal. Other urgent assignments, howowver, will
prevent me from making the trip to axanine your property during the
week of September 6, as sugiested in your August 23 letter to
Washington., I will advise you as soon as possible when I can schedule
ueeting you at the nroperty.

~ In the meantime, to be betier prepared for that examdnation,
I would appreclate receiving all the additional pertinent data you
kight be able to obtain, or any useful information you can reccll,
especially with respect to the following guestions which have occurred
to me while reviewing your applieation:

Please rafer to your copy of the a;plication -

under item 3 (a), is the 80-aare tract that you described
all the land you possess o control that may be benefitted by the
proposed exploration? The skelches you subuitted indicate tht you
also own the adjoining N4} of SWX of that sectionll, and that the de-
posit also extends imto that as well as the tract designated as
property of the American Dianond Co.

4 (b} that portion of past drkansas diamond production which
reasonably can be atiributed to your property, is not clear to me.
. The yardages of the materdsl was not stated fron which you mentioned
g recovering 1/10 to 37/100 carats per yard during pilot plant operations
. from 1932 until the firve.

| 4 (c) Is there any possibility that you can obtain coples
tie logs of the holes drilled there, and the recoveries indicated
various level intervals, sspecially of the 900-foot hole you
;{z; I understend correctly that that peridotite outercp
4n arex :

7~

'





5 (b) orsnthaprojeatmkmwmea empwt

. that only the actual explorstory drilling, tevb-pitting, andfor L
~  trenching wikh the very minimm of clearing and road buildingto. -~ -~

 those sites, and comprehensive enginesring and gecloglc inter-
pretations, sould be construed as exploration under existing
IMEA regulations. Please send me a slostch map and cross sections

to indicate your tentative locations of the proposed project work .

as rol&ud to pmunt mine workings and zooloslc faatures.

| 5 (d) Among the resommendations roqnired in m' reports
concluding examination of applicant's propertiss, is that soncern~
‘ mmmmcmeandbmkmnmott&nmmf

with the supervisory, geologie, and engineering aspoets of the

. proposed projost, particularly with respect to the engineerding and
zeclogle sonsultants you have in mind and the fees, they may charge
as you provided for under 6 (b). Likewise, partisularly in the
exploration for diamonds, please menticn the person or firm who

~will make the recovery analysu, and Mx'ibe the nthwd you an:pect

tobcuud

- 8la) cmprehmaite uplaratim of the Mal dcpooit
you deseitbed to cost only an estimated $2,000 for the proposed
~eore drilling, bulldozing, and dragline work, seens

P Wthatmﬂﬁ&aaarommmtooftha conts, brokon
-~ dow for devalled preparation of the propssed project: uom.ract g0 .
thet i can be drarbodaocmtahhtomuamowdinuuhingwn

6(b) Likewlse, plom inoluio an itomim schedule of .

muptbers, ¢lasses and rates of wages, salariss or fees for the neces- :

sary labar, suparvision, and ma‘kmri.ug and goolnm oormltm
6(e) An i.tamiud liat as roqdrod “

6(d) An :Ltm:lsed 11t of, the three cate ivaqu:uvd
I(sl) x be reatedj (2) to be pm"c}uud) (}3
Y ¥ ;

- 6(e) P%eu.se mmish a dnaﬂe:d m ahming the costs,
etLue .

6(£) Ple age furnish a dcta.ilud :uat. ahwins t.he costs of
~ the bnildinza whieh mld be uaaded for exploraticm :

work only,

T 6(g) A detailed 1ist is roqulrcd showing the cost of
| repaire, maintensnce, analytieal work, acsounting,

: ~worken's cmpemaum, :!nmame, paym‘n taxes, ot.c- -

or ersons) charged

%h'






‘ ' ; " : ’ ,- 'A

Please ‘do not hesitate to soutact me for any assistance

gr suggestions that T mght be sble to give in preparing the fore-

going supplemsrtary information wiieh X believe wowld be to your -
‘advantage to submit at this fime. - ,’,‘”"_»

| Very sinosrely yours,

CCX/s DMBA Field Yeam, Reglon VI
R A
- 3423 file ~
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M, Clinlom U. inox o oSabject)  Dooket Wi, UMIA-3423 ~
Sxsoutive Llicer, M¥4 - . Damonds - A.B.J. Hommett L
fleld fwam, region VI . - Hemett Mawond Mine {Eisberlite
roat Ufiee ox oii | , Hine; .

- Jdopiie, Missuart L , ~ire Gounly, irkansas

- Pleave revies the subfest appiioation and arvange for &
field examination if you deea it MOsESLrY, SR o
sinese dusehaine, 11 porsible, ne velas and piyiieel
veiume of productlon, drill loge, aad acreze o0 the puridoiite
urecods. s poradbitdties of makleg & significwnt dissovery is
the prinedocd detorminglion wo Lo Bede abd should e Buesd upon
o goolo, o SLoba. CoL I = -

) Coder of ;;ift-mar&n& frov e weslv desl wovey, duted
July &F, 3954, vnd fron the Burest. of Mlgeu, dsted sugust A4,
1954, ere uaniosed for your Iularsuiion. R o

cinecredy yours,

‘ w. S.,Martin" ,
ACTING f¥airuan, Coorating Cemciites

xmw " o LGHouksgad 8/13/54
D. M. Larrabeg - . ... - " Copy to: -Admr. R, Mle |
et R Docket - -
Memicr, Geologleel survey - . Operating Cowmittes
' : : : S M, A;.ber; H. Ko;ghm
x. 5 Mr. Chand r, 3518 :
Yamber, Zurcat of ines e S . Mr. Houk"

inelosures 4
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
. BUREAU OF MINES

WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

Memorandum

To: Mr. Lavrence G. Houk, Chief, Nonmetallic Minerals Divisio
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration ‘ '

From: Commodity Specialist, Construction end Chemicel
Materials Branch

Subject: Application of Mr. A. B. J. Hammett, Docket No. 3423,
for aid in exploration for diasmonds

The property under consideration comprises the S. W. &,
and the S. E. §, of the N. W. } of Section 14, Township 8, Range 25,
Pike County, Arkanses, with a totel area of 80 scres, and lies sbout
2 miles northeast of the property of the Arkensas Diamond Compeny,
which is located in Section 21 of the same township. While the
existence of a diamond-bearing Kimberlite pipe on this property has
been reported in the geological literature, it apparently has not
been thoroughly explored. _ ,

It is now proposed to spend $20,000 exploring the deposit.
We doubt thaet o thorough evalustion of the property can be made for
$20,000. '

While the progpect of developing & comuercial source of
dlemonds from this property does not seem favorable, it is suggested
that the field team be asked to visit it, end report its reaction to
this epplication. We also suggest that, if the report is favorable,
the field team be asked to submit its observations on how the deposit
should be sampled and evaluated.

Henry P. Chandler






’ , . ST '|VN ﬁéPl;\" RE;Eh:TQi, '
» UN]TED STATES
- DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR
' GEOLOGlCAL SURVEY
. :\‘I_V.ASH_“\!GTON 25, D.C.

- dug 28, 1954

. Huorandun
m‘vmw OF AP’PLIQATIO!! m-aazB (af.mndc)

- Tot L. G. l’ouk, Defense l’inerals ‘F‘xplorwtion Admimstra,tion
From: E. I. Kevcomh, 7. €, Geological Survey :
Applicant's nare sré sddress: A. B. J. Hammett, Vietorias, Texas
_ Yere of property: Har*mett Diamond Mine {Kimberiite Mine)
Tmcation of property:. Near Murfreesboro, Pike County, Arkansas -
Sunmery of spplicant's propossl: $20,000 requested —-. - o
Indeperdent contracts for core drilling, hnlldozing, dragline'
excevation —- $2,000
Remainder fo* £upervision, eqnipnent, aunn]ies, builﬁingu,
' et - '
' Sources of :h"zomation on apnlicant' & prmerty
‘ U..J.c..). Bull. 540, p. 534-54€
- 0.8, Bull. 73.4. P 271"‘322
. cQB.BQ?i B I. 45LQ ’ ‘ R
Comments: . Past production from the Mm'berlite Iﬁne Iini'oed to & -
- very few stones {80% of aiastrict production from o
Arksnsas mine). ‘
2+ The applicant's proposal 18 vagne and - is not»aqpported
by adequate data. . :
3. ¥ost of the requested furds are to be used for mine S
- operation, equipmnt lnd amplies.. ﬂot fox emploration :
' purposes.
4o Of 21l the diamond pmor’eies in the Pike C.omty ma,
" thls property shows the least promise of producing a
- significant gquantity of diamonds. :
Wz A field referral is not warranted. ‘ﬂnlms.tho_ :
' '  spplicant presents more stbstantiating data and a feasible
exploration project, I recommend the application be denied.

R ‘jm."x.".'xgéoo;mb,»'

ELNewcomb:hlm
G-7/28/54 A | : i
- Copy to: Director's reading, 4212 L
a "~ Branch reading, 4212 - . .o
_- DMEA (3) . ST
Docket file : - __f RO
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