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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM INISTRATION 


WASHINGTON . 25, D. C. •.	 600


Docket Copy 
Surname: 


FEB 9 1955 


	


•	 Mr.1.'LJ.Baett 
509 Victoria NaticMl ark 


Bui]4tng 
Victori&, .Tes 


	


•	 Ite: Docket No. 1k .3423 Diamonds 
Raiett biaiond Mine 
(i*bez'1ite MLn*) 
A. B. J. Nammett 
Pike County, Arkansa3. 


Deer M. iaett: 


Reference is .de to your letter of .nuary 25, 1955, 
on the subject application. 


tour centa o the !)efenae Minerals xploration 
Mainistration program have b'en carefully noted. This office did 
not interpret your' letter of !ovember 30, 1954, to Mr. Clinton 0. 
1rxox as a reqest for withdrawal of your application, therefore, 
we continued to process it to coapletton.. Under the rules and 
regalaticns on which Gornment ax loration assistance is granted, 
your progran failed to qtialif because the geologic probability of 
making a significant Uscocry was not considered sufficiently 
favorable to justify Govorn*ent participation and not becauøe of" 
insufficient reserves s you )iave indio'ted. 


The denial or your application for exploration assi3tanc 
should ot be considered as a c emnation of your roerty any 
more than an approi'al of a Defense Minerals rploration Adn.tnistra'-
tion contract could be interpreted & a Goverrment endorsement of 
your property.	 •	 ,:• 


Th our knowledge no Z)cfense Mièrals Exploration *dmtniatra 
tion field team report has bee* released to any propez'ty owner and 
no exception to this rul. has been de b!y the WasMngton office. 
These repcTts are made for the confidential use of the (rernment 
and are not for public distribution. 
• •	 e regret that any misunderstanding ba arisen in connec-


	


•	 tio* with rour application.	 •	 • •	 • •	 • 


LGHouk:gad 2/7/55. 
• •	 • Copy to: • Adnu. •R. File 


•	 Docket


Sincerely yours, 


c. a Mittend0 ( ?e1A) 
A4winistrator 


• Field Team,. Region IV	 . Mr. .Kiilsgaard,5222 
IVW. Chandler,35].8 	 Mr. Houk







A. 13. J. hAM.MITT
Liøns	 trnw,stiai 


509 VICTORIA NAT'L BANK BLDG. 


TELEPHONE x Hi 5-1662
FE 1 VICTORIA, TEXAS


January 25, 19% 


The U. S. Department of the Interior" 
Defenee Minerals Exploration Administration 
Wash:Lngton, D, C. 


Attention g Mr. Mittendorf 
Adminis trator


Reg Docket DIVEA 3Lj23 - Diamonds 
Hamntt Diamond Mine, (Kimberlite 
Diamond Mine), A. B. J. Hamnett 
Pike County, Arkansas 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf 


I have just received your letter of January 19 ich is a rather disappointing letter 
in several respects. First of all, in my letter of November 30 to Mr. Clinton Knox, 


I made it crystal clear th t I was not in teres ted as of that date in any DNEA, Govern-
ment participation in my project from the standpoint of Exploritory work, and that, 
in itself automatically cancelled my earlier application to the Department. 


In view of my letter of November 30 and its contents, the second and third paragraphs 
of your letter of Jani.ary 19, whidh, in a sense is a recorded sabotage and condemn-
ation of this property; was entirely unwarranted, uncalled for and unjustified. 


Mr. Knox was advis ed of my desire to not participate in any man r r at all whe re in 
your program was conc erned because of tFe extreme amount of re. tape and cost to a 
legitimate mining man in Administrative expenses in order to procure some assistonce 
on additional explorationivork. It was further stated and made clear that I had 
intended to work from our oripinal core drilling, and our information which we have 
on this prpperty and is knovm to us as far as these deposits are cicerned and that 
what I had decided, was an operation of production at this tire rathe,r than 
experimental work such as your Exploritory work coljers. 


This seems to be sort of a usual pattern that has been followed many times in offices 
inlVashing.ton, D. C. A record is made condeninir a good piece of property upon which 
Government employ or 'his staff have rver made an examination, that would justify 
their statements, 


The only time that the Government has ever been asked to step onto this property by 
me was at the time Mr. Knox visited it with me in the Fall of l95L and a.s I recall 
his personal attitude, statements, and opinion of this property at the time he 
visited it certainly was a complete reverse to anything that you have indicated to 
me in your J.eter and at that time it was Mr. Knox's intention to proce with 
formal papers for ftrther Mineral Exploration on another part of this property if I
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so desirefi And here again, I wish to pint out that in my letter of Noveith er 30, 
I definitely rejected any Exploritory assistence that had been applied for and 
that, in itself, made it entirely innecessaiy for your office to put into your 
file a. letter and an article dying this assistence and f' tk'e reaso.s you state. 


With. regards to your last paragraph, it is true tha t the report made by Mr. Knox 
upon this personal piece of property was confidential and for the use of the 
Goverru'nent. However, I know where such reports have been made by the Government 
in this same area and have been released to the property owrrs and I therefore 
cannot understand why you would choose to make an exception in my case. I would 
further ask your good office by just what nthod you. arrive at whether there are 
sufficient reserves or not in a piece' of property when you have never drilled one 
hole in it which is the purpose of the DI'4EA ts function. 


So far I have not been able to contact anyor occupying a desk in 11ashington, D.C. 
or an Engineer, private or Government who have X-ray eyes and have been able to 
determine the extent of deposits such as the function of your Administration is to 
determir through. actual work and physical operations. I have spert a great deal 
of	 time in Washington, D. C. and am fairly ll acquainted with representatives 
who, I am sure, will agree whole heartedly with me on this matter. I might ad that 
your letter of January 19 in reply to mine of Noveither 30 required no answer fran 
you whatsoever other than an acknowledgement tha.t I had withdrawn my application 
and was a direct contradiction to the information given me in your office in \J'ash-
ington, D.0 • which was the basis upai which. I s nt the time and money to prepare the 
material which your office required with the original application. 


I will be very much interested in finding out, which I intend to make it part of my 
business to do, just why such confliction in as important a type of Exploritory work 
as this should be thought of in the manner disclosed by your letter of Janiy 19. 


Yours very truly, 


A. B. J. Haimett 


ABJH :pk







Docket Copy 
Surname: 


1ST. £. ii. ,J. It•	 : 


509 Victoria Natiortal Bank 
Bui1dirg 


Iiotc?ia, exaa	 ' 
fie Docket o. D1-3423 Diamonds 


Ha*ett Diamond Nine 
(Kimberlite 1iue)' 
A. B. J4Haitt 
Pike County, 'Arkansas 


Dear Mt. flaitt: 


Refereri.ca is aade to 70Ur"application for exploration 
assistance at the subject property and youz' latter of Nomber 30, 
1954, to W. Clinton C. Knox, zecutie Officer of Region Vt 


irojects approved by th Defense Minerals pIoration 
Admiistrtion must, in its judginext, show definite promz.so of 
yie]dirxg matera1s of ac'ceptable grade in quantities that will 
significantly improve the minoraL 3upp)- position for the ational 
Defense Program. 	 •	 •	 • 	 - 


Careful tu&y cf ll our infcria2on indicates to us that 
• the probability of disclosing significant reacrves of diamQfl4s by 
yonr proposed program is not aufficiently proat3ing to justify 
Government participation. ' regret to advl3e you, unzir .the3o 
circumstances, that your rlication for c lortJ oi az stane L 


• denied.	 '	 :	 "	 • 	 ' 	 •	 ' 


T1e results of' the fe1d toam 'ouinatjo are confidential 
for the use of the Government cyn1 r ad are not relcaied to prorty 
ovners. W wish to thank yrn for yo'r int'rest ii te Dcfene 
Minerals Program and for bringing your propert7 to our atteron. 


• •	 ' 	


• Sncerely,yours, 


D ) Mittendor2 (^zi 
•	


• Administrator: 	 • 


• LGHouk :gad 1/12/55	 •.	 ' '	 • •	 • 


•	 Copy to:. Adznr. R. File' 	 •,	 '	 '• •. • . . 


Docket File	 .	 • ''	 '	 . •	 '	 .	 ' 


Cerating Committee	 • • •	 • '	 ' . . 


• 	


' 	 Field Team, Region	 ,\V	 '	 • •	 •	 '	 • •
	 A • Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222	 •	 . ' '	 • 


Mr. Chandler, 3518	 • • 	 •	 '	 • :' 


Mr Houk	
os


•	 UNITED STATES 
• DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


• DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25,.D.C. • 600 


•	 '.	 JAN1. 1955
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.	 600 


January 12, 1955 


Nemorandum' 


To:	 Administrator 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and summary report. 


By: Lawrence G. Houk 


1. Docket No. DNEA-3423 - Diamonds 
Property: Haminett Diamond Mine (Kimberlite Mine) 


Pike County, Arkansas 


Applicant: A. B. J. Hainmett 
509 Victoria National Bank Building 
Victoria, Texas 


Application - Form MF-l03 received July 23, 1954. 
Work proposed: Rebuild some of the roads to clear away 


existing undergrowth. To erect small area of chain 
link fence. Some rough buildings erected. Pumps, 
pipe, motors, washing equipment, tools, will be 
provided as well as rehabilitation of old buildings. 
Core drilling and reopening of old pits. 


Amount requested 20,O00.O0 
No contract: Application denied. 


2. Comments: 


The application does not present a clear program for 
exploration of the property. The applicant did not under-
stand the nature of the exploration assistance program and 
after discussions with Mr. Clinton C. Knox of the Field 
Team states he is disappointed and slightly confused by the 
program. He, no doubt, expected being set up in business 
by the Government. Mr. Hammett indicates in his letter of 
November 30, 1954, that he may start a washing and mining 
operation. The Field Team Report recommends denial. (1) 
Insufficient data were obtainable to support a contract. 
(2) Field Team's examination failed to reveal geologic 
possibilities of a worthwhile discovery. (3) Applicant did 
not make a definite proposal or indicate any suggested more 
definite practicable plan that would be acceptable. (4) 
Applicant stated that he would not allow samples to be 
removed from the property for testing.
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Recommendations: 


The Nonmetallic Minerals Division concurs in the 
field team's recommendation to deny the application. 
The Geological Survey and the Bureau of Mines are in 
agreement.







O 


ii;


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


January 13, 1955 


Re: DMEA-31#23 
Hazmnett Mine 
Pike Co., Ark. 
Diamond 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 E. L. Newcoinb, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team examination report 


The Field Teazn's recommendation for denial is well justi-
f led on basis of facts presented in their report. 


The present application should be denied and no further 
consideration made of this property until more favorable evidence is 
presented in a new and more complete application. 


E. L. Newcomb







UNITED STATES 
DE.PARTM ENT OF THE I NTE RI Qfflse Ifinerak 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION


JAN4j9 
P. 0. Box #431



Joplin, Missouri 


Airmail
	 December 30, 1954 


The DMEA Operating Committee 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds) 
Hainmett (Kimberlite) Mine 


Dear Sirs:	 Pike County, Arkansas 


With reference to your August 16 letter concerning the 
cited docket, transmitted herewith are the original and three 
copies of my report of a field examination with a denial to the 
applicant recommended.


Sincerely yours, 


CCK/vs 


End. (4) 


cc: DNEA Op. Coin (3) 
Mr. Laurence 
3423 file


Lt 
Clinton C. Knox 
Executive Officer 
D?IEA Field Team, Region VI
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES
TJi Q1 1 


P; 0. BOX 431	 iefns ainerat 4dinuiis	 nn 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI	 RECEiEo 


Decjj3&14 


REPORT OF FIELD EXAMIMATIQ



Hàrnmett (Kimberlite) Diamond Mine 
Pike County, Arkansas 


By Clinton C. Knox 
Mining Engineer 


Application Docket DMEA-3423 (diamonds) 

A.B.J. Hanmiett 


509 Victoria National Bank Building

Victoria, Tex. 


Introduction Sununary1 and Conclusions 


In response to the August 16 referral from the DMEA 
Operating Committee, the subject application was reviewed and deemed 
unworthy of further consideration. Later, however, a field assign-
nient in southeastern Oklahoma, afforded an opportunity for this 
writer to arrange returning via Murfreesbôro, Arkansas, where the 
day of October 23 was devoted to discussing the subject application, 
and exatnininhe property with the applicant. Obviously he had 
become quiteamiliar with the area so employed a local jeep-driver 
to take us to the property which finally was found after much 
driving and searching along the dim muddy forest trails. 


No records, written statements, or credible recollections 
were made available concerning the actual data on the prospecting 
and exploratory drilling reportedly done there years ago, or con-
cerning the value and physical volume of the diamonds believed to 
have been produced during the obviously small amount of mining that 
was done there. 


The total, surface area of intrusive periodotite (harder 
bank"), periodotite breccia ("yellow or blue ground"), and 
volcanic breccia-tuff included in this so-called Kimberlite plug,
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could not be determined by this examination, but evidently might 
include all the 92 acres described in the application. This writer 
was convinced, however, that some of the 50,000 diamonds reportedly 
produced in Arkansas during the past 50 years probably came from 
the few shallOw Kirnberlite (Bird-Keen) diggings in the predominant 
weathered "yeiow groundtt exposures in a 10-acre area centered 
around the old house indicated on the applicant's sketch map. The 
weathered "yellow ground" deposits apparently are the only rock 
type in these Arkansas priodotite plugs on which hopes for a 
successful commercial mining operation can be held. On the basis 
of the comparable yardage a that have been excavated and treated, 
this Kimberlite "yellow, ground" deposit reasonably might be assumed 
to have been as productive as that at the more extensively operated 
mines of the Prairie Creek diamond area. 


Any amount of project work that possibly could be justi-
fied on the subject property in the foreeeable future, could not 
complete even preliminary exploration of the above-mentioned most 
favorable-appearing 10 acres. This applicant does not appear to 
have the necessary qualifications, however, to plan and carry out 
a comprehensive exploration program. 


Undoubtedly diamonds have been found, and more can be 
found yet at the Kiniberlite mine but a geologic probability that a 
discovery could be made there which would contribute materially to 
the defense program, could not be determined by this examination 
or from known geologic facts. 


Recômmendatiq 


Denial of the application is recommended on the following 
grounds:


1. Insufficient data was obtainable in' support of the 
application. 


2. The field examination failed to reveal a definite 
geologic probability that a worthwhile discovery would 
result from any sort of an exploration project. 


3. The applicant did not pré sent any plan for the 
exploration proposal or indicate that any suggested 
more definite practicable plan would be acceptable 
to him. 


4. The applicant stated that he would not permit any 
samples to be removed from the property or any 
diamond recovery testing or sample analyses to be 
made elsewhere than on the property under his direct 
supervision.
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Property, Locationd Accessibility 


The 80-acre diamond mining property which the applicant 
stated is now the total extent of his ownership and control in the 
area, includes all of the S/2 of NW/ of section 14, T. 8 3., R. 
25 W., Pike County, Ark. It is about 3 miles airline, due east of 
the village of Murfreesboro. 


Since the more direct access roads to the property 
apparently have been abandoned, the examination trip had to be 
made by traveling the recently improved road southeasterly from 
Murfreesboro 5 miles through the Prairie Creek diamond area along 
the Little Missouri River, and then after turning off northerly 
on a narrow logging road for about 3 miles, a dim forest txail 
was found which led about 1/2 mile west to the old house on the 
applicant's property. 


Except for the remains of the old house, a well, and some 
indications of the few test pits and shallow trenches (as indicated 
on the applicant's sketch map), little evidence waà found in the 
heavy undergrowth of any prospecting or mining ever having been done 
in that hilly, heavily wooded tract which like all the surrounding 
area, so quickly reverts to the original virtual jungle. 


The Applicant 


The applicant appeared to have financial means and is 
said to be successful in his various fields of business, but made 
no claims to have ever conducted a mining exploration or commercial 
mining operation. 


This writer was convinced, however, that the applicant• 
had had some sort of interest in this Kimnberlite (Bird-Keen) property, 
and had been instrumental in conducting some of the preparatory work, 
along with some desultry, small-scale, excavating and sluicing that 
reportedly was done there in 1942. Also he pointed out some of the 
land lines that he had cleared in 1948. 


The applicant stated that the Arkansas Geolgical Survey 
had offered to do all the necessary technical consulting work on the 
proposed exploration project andlend an auger driU for use thereon. 
He also stated that an experienced operator, whose name he was yet 
not at liberty to divulge, tentatively had been employed to be in 
charge of the proposed project work. 


3
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The Applicant's Proposal and Suggested Alternatives 


The applicant presented no plan for the proposed 'exploration 
of the property and his vague requests in the application were mostly 
for items of a mining development and production nature.. The small 
amount requested to be allocated for exploration purpose8 only, would 
have been Inadequate for any comprehensive exploration program on any 
part of the property. He considered all those extraneous items, in-
cluding clearing the land, fencing it, building living and project 
office quarters, the washing and recovery plant, etc.,. were necessary 
and allowable, 'since he intended to safeguard, treat, and obtain the 
results of the samples entirely on the property. Since adequate 
information cOuld not be obtained for evaluating the proposal, the 
examination was deemed advisable. 


Although this writer is not qualified to set up an explora-
tion program and analytical sample testing methods for dianiontiferous 
deposits, during the examination.' he did urge the applicant to present 
a detailed exploration plan, and' a tentative agreement with some reli-
able concern which could properly treat and analyze the samples to the 
mutual satisfaction of the applicant and the Government. The applicant 
stated that permission would not be given for removal of .any samples 
from the property. 


This writer also questioned that the 6-4nch open-auger-type 
power-drill which the applicant stated he had arranged to borrow from 
the Arkansas Geological Survey, would satisfactorily explore the 
deposit. The hard fragments of unweathered periodotite breccia found 
discarded at the previously worked trenches indicates that the predomin-
ant sticky, claylike, weathered "yeUow ground surface mantle might 
not extend very deep in most places, and probably not exceed 40 feet 
in depth anywhere. Since the slight topographic depression believed to 
mark this so-called Kimberlite plug,. lies at the head of an easterly 
branching ravine fron Prairie Creek (see Caddo Gap topog sheet), 
erosion could be expected to have mOre nearly kept pace with weather-
ing than at the Prairie Creek diamond mining area, 3 miles . to the 
south and soii	 feet lower, in the valley of the Little Missouri 
River. That small auger drill could not be expected to penetrate the 
unaltered periodotite, and probably would not recover sufficient sample 
of such weathered material as could be drilled, to be representative 
of the tenor of the shallow part of the deposit, even in the previously 
mentioned most favorable appearing 10 acres lying in the slight topo-
graphic depression. 


This writer suggested the 
bulk sample by cutting a trench with 
back-hoe shovel, through the light


obtaining of a large preliminary 
• a bulldozer, shovel loader, or 
ridge on the west side of the old 


4/







I	 . 
house. Then, if justifiable, additional sufficiently large samples of 
the weathered "yellow ground?t probably best could be obtained by using 
a large bucket drill (see BuPeau of Mines' B. I. 454.9). Finally a 
deep test might be justified in which 1arge.bore cable-ools likely 
could be used to obtain sufficient sample for determining the economic 
feasibility of recovering diamonds from the unweathered periodotite 
breccia at depth. If all that exploratory work indicated the pos-
sibility for a conmiercial operation, then the size and depth of the 
deposit to be explored would appear virtually unlimited. 


The applicant agreed. to give consideration to these sug-
gestions nd;to the eventual presentation of some such definite project 
proposal, to be supplemented by a map showing plans, and a realistic 
cost estimate. 


Judging from his November 30 letter to this writer, however, 
the applicant has abandoned all plans for a DNEA exploration project. 


Clinton C. Knox 
CCK/vks	 Mining Engineer 


cc: DMEA Op. Corn (3)

Mr. Laurence 
Mr. Knox 
3423. file
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


?. 0. l3oz#431 
.Jopiin, 


'	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ..	
0 	 • 	 • 	 December 23, 195k .	 /	 -	 . 


Ar..	
13. J. ilarnntett • .	 .	 . 


509 Victoria iat'l. Eik. 13ldg. 
Victoria, ¶exas	 Re: )ocket ILEA-3423 (dxamonla) 


'iar4'iett (]iiberlite) !.ine Dear ar. aininett:	 Pako County, irk. 


This i3 to	 iori1ecc ycIw lotter of Nove'aber 30. I regret this delay due to other prossil2g da4gnments whict also 
have prevented copletion of my report to be uban.tte4 to iashirzgton, 
covering wc&dxiation o2 your property with you on October 25. Admittedly, ' delay on copleting that report, pr.,.or to receiving 
your letter, was with expectations tiat you ignt present necessary 
details for an exploration pro3ect propoaal ri about 10-acres of 
the moat favorable...appearjng part of your property, as we discussed there. I gathered from your letter, however, that inatead you are 
eontezplatjng witndrawal of your application. 


I assure you that siize becomtn acquainteci with you and your property, so that I ncw understarxc1 moro clearly the 
particular problems canfroriting you, I em in sympathy with your 
v1epoint as a potential producer of strategic industrial diamonds. 
I deeply regi et your expressed disappoiritznt in the extent of 
assistance which I outlined as might be approved to xet sc of 
thoeø problems under the limitations of the Defense Minerals 
ixploratio'i Progaaz. 


I plan to complete and su)nt y report to 
1ashington next week, but since Work by the i3ureau of Mines and 
Geoloicl survey mercthers of the fteld Team on such entnatjons 
*nd reports autho*'iaad on applicant?s properties, is done in a 
consulting capacity for t- Government, at the request of Dit, 
we are not at liberty, as you requested, to release copies of reports to any ±UCLiVidUa]Le I am sending a copy of this and your 
letter to the IX!E office in iashington tonight, n case tnat t 
should feel free to send you copy of y report. 


Inidently1 referrin to our' conversation about Governent irinin loans, I noticed in te Deesiaber issue Of the
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C., 	 :....: 


Y	 A. B. J. Hanimett. 
509 Victoria Nat'l Bank Bldg 


Victoria, Tex.
November 30, 1954 


Mr. Clinton C. Kna,c' 
U.S. Dept. or the Interior 
P. 0. Box 431 
Joplin, Missouri


	


	 Subject: Docket 1EA-3423 (diamonds)

Hainmett-Kjrnberljte Mine 


Dear Mr. Knox:	 .	 Pike County, Arkansas 


I have intended to write you several tines since our visit on the 
subject property last month, but have been extremely busy and am 
just now getting around to it. 


I enjoyed rneeting you and appreciated your time spent with me in 
looking over the property. I presume you have, already sent in your 
report with respect to your visit, and since this report was on a 
private piece of property entirely owned by nyse1f, I presume you 
do not have any objections to sending mea copy of your report or 
asking the Department iri'Washington to forward a copy to me. 


After our visit, I can frankly tell you that I was certainly die-
appointed as well as. slightly confused with the type of so-called 
assistance that is offered under the program, and I have a feeling 
of dread when it cones to thinking about being involved with such a 
deal as you outlined. I also was considerably amused as well as 
somewhat disgusted with the information I have recently received 
from the Bureau of Federal Supply. Here we are with officials in 
Washington going on record to'tell a person how important it . is to 
this Administration to have a stockpile of stragetic materials, 
especially Industrial diamonds and 'describe all of the elements 
pertaining to our risk and future security where such a product is 
involved and then to learn that the Bureau of Federal Supply has 
been stripped of all of its authority and biing. power and that the 
divisions which have been set up for mining and the handling of 
mining matters and materials which we tax payers have spent mil-
lions of dollars to create, cannot function now because - all of 
this important matter has been turned over to the Agricultural 
Department, of all people, and they are now engaged in a 'process 
of trading surplus butter and eggs and other types of surplus 
material they have for Industrial diarnond8. Now, of course, there 
is only a slight fly in the ointment and that is, I am advised I 
will have to be a foreigner or go to Europe and thereby make a 
deal for some surplus butter or something else and in turn black 
market it for twentyfive tines the amount that the Government 
would normally pay' for Industrial Diamonds for stockpiling pur-
poses, etc.-







ITTV	 .	 . 
If an American Citizen, tazpayer, mine owner, has an7 chance of 
survival against such a practice as this, I am at a loss to know 
what it would be, and conbinsd with the proposition you outlined, 
I would say that whoever is doing the planning in Washington on 
these matters and whoever is listening to such planning is really 
getting the treatment. 


.1 think possibly I will reopen my property on a small scale and 
start a. washing and mining operation independent of the hazards 
and obstacles that my own country seems to feel would 'stop me 
rather than encourage me to continue with such a development. 


With my very best regards to you and thanldng you to send me a 
copy of your report ) I am


Very sincerely yours, 


ABJH/pk	 .	 /s! ' A. B. J. Hainmett
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oo1ogists, U. S. Goological Su.y 


0/0 C. 1. Wilson, Mlson' 8prug	 e: Dooket D-312 (isinniis) 
(ot Sprinia, ArlCans$8 	 Iatt (KimberUte) mine 


Pike County, Mk. 
1)ear Sirs: 


With reference to *, iric1son's telephone call to me on September 23, 
W. .&. B. C. Esaett at Victoria, texas, has a.ed to it me tcw a . discus-
sionof the sppZi*tion at the off toe of his *torney, 1k' Lindle Bile, in 
1&nfraesboro on nest Mondey morning, October 25. 1reaumab1y the sppticant'S 
property sill be visited or ,,*1i1tned, it round justifiable, also that day. 


I intend to err i'vO in ?ftlwfrecsboro Sunday night after expected 
cor1stó* of a mvmsness proporty examination at aromid., Okia., on 
which Don oLaren, Ceologist frca your Dnver office is to be the $"rey 


of the Fi•ld ?•aii, Therefore, since I am to b in that patt of the 
Region, Monday appiered to be the most logica3 time to request *. aunet t 
to met mae on the subject field referral. Based upon the iuforrnatiot I 
have bean able to dig up on the subject property, I certainly besitLte to 
say that a geological examination is wsr'anted at this time or mighb ever 
reveal any thing of sign.tfigsnoe I sincerely would welcame yor coLlaboration 
that day, hwever, if at this let. date, you could possibly arrange to 
comae to urfr.eaboro.	 . 


Dwing the telephone call yesterday from Iarsbman and cIarrn of 
the USGS Denver Otf cc, Pete Ber out also spok briefly to me concerning 
another te14 L'eama tter in Oklahoma, cud I tenstively agreed to met 
him *t .wtreesboro or Hot Springs before returning to Joplin that onday 
night er the next y, to rei meter id for a s	 'teld Teem rprzt 
that he is writing. Therefore, in case you decide that * geolois 
examination of the Usett property is not rrsnted, I mnay have tim 
opportunity of meeting you anjh at flot Springs. 


Sinccroly yours, 


cc'	 Clinto3i Knox 
DWA Op. Con. (2), ash. 	 Fxecutivø Officer 
*, laurence, Knoxville 	 )IEA Field Team, 1eg. VI 


	


k'. 1oschmenn,. Denver	 .	 .	 ., 
•	 3423 file	 . .	 .	 .	 .
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[Kr.	 &. B. Jo ibnuuett	 .	 . .	 . 
/ 509 . Victcria	 at'1. Bank i1i. 
/ V&etoria, Texas	 ie:	 Docket I4EA3423 (cUaionds) 


. llarunett(bberlite) Hine . 
Dear Ar. Haiiett:	 Pike County, Ark. 


Reterr.ng to your 3ektber 14 letter, a trip has been 
scheduled	 or me to ezar$ne applicants'. properties i, southeastorn 
Ok.lahca cn October 23 and 24, so I would be pleased to meet you in 
Murtreesboro, 


Arkansas, on MorKiay, October 25.	 . 


i woui like to take that opportunity to discuss your 
application with you, and to vLsit the subject property if you could 
arrange to accompany uie then. 


Please let	 know well beforehand hcM that proposed 
uld fjj jz'j	 yi. bu	 schedule. .	 : 


Very sincerely yours, 


l3nton C. Ioz •	 .	 ...	 . .	 Exeàutive Officer . 
CCK/vks	 D1L Fe1d Tear,	 1O: VI 


cc	 LEA Op	 Corn (2)	
// 


Robert A. Laurence, Knoxville, Tenn.	 .	 . 
Messrs. R. L. Erickson and L. V. Blade, IX'IEA Field Team 


Region VI., c/o U. S. Geol. Survey-Gen.Del , Hot Springs, Ark. 
3423fi1e	 ,..	 .	 ..







DMEA, Washington 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


P. 0. Dox#431 
Joplin, Noun	 $epe &l954 


Mr. Robert A. Laurence, &eciftiYe Offcer 
£4EA Field tsam, Ueion Vii 
Boom. 33, Postoffice 	 Re: Dockt No. 1}EA-3423 .(Diaonds) 
knoxville 2, Tem	 A. B. J. }Iaxninett 


}Lanunett (Kimberlite) Diamond Mine 
Dear Mr. Laurence:	 Pika County, Arkansas 


This is another in reply to yo'ux' letter of September 
2 with regard to the above-clted field referral. 


I find that this office received only one copy of 
the voluniinous application which, hever. presented insufficient 
infox,nation pertaining to the requested CU loan. I presumed that. 
you had received eopies of the subject application, reviews by the 
Commodity roup, and issbington correspondence. I nw notice indioat 
ed thereon that copies evidt3nt1y were made for Mr. Koschmann. I 
understood that his Denver Office of the Geological Survey was to 
serve on this Field Teams work only in ansas, lahoma, and Texas. 
Therefore copies of all material in this docket fil., except the 
application, are enclosed herewith for' your infonnAtton. 


Supplementing 1L17 rezAarks in a September3 letter 
to the applicant, the enc].oed copy of which I believe you will find 
eelf .explittory, I think the pertinent in!ontion given in the 
application can be sunmriod to your satisfaction in these few 
wordss


On the proposed project te cost $20,000 at the old 
Kimberlite diamond mine prcerty eibraeing 80 acres, the Sf2 of NW/4 
section 14, T. g, R. 25, only an estimated $2,000 was for "some core 
drilling, bulldozing, and dragline work" to be let to an indepdent 
contractor. Aside fom some ptrt of $5,000 to be allowed for labor, 
supervision, and consultant's fees in connection with the actual 
exploratory work, the balance ws ressted for clearing all the 
dense underbrush from the peridotite outcrops, building a chain-link 
fence for plant protection, construction of living, erAgineerin, and 
mill cpiarters, installation of a washing and dianxmd recovery plant, 
rental and/or purchase of equipment, and other things which cannot 
be construed as exploration work.











COPIE	 IIIEA (21 
W	 Mr, Laurence 


A B J IAHiETT 
509 Victoria Nati Bank Bldg 


Telophone 322 
Victor , Texas	 r 


september 14, 1954 


LIr Clinton C Knox 
Lxecutivc (ifficei D'A 
Fir1c Teaw Re1Ori VI	 Subject Docket BiLA 3423 t Dia oric ' 


C' Bo" 431	 Hanmett Iine 
Jopiri, Miscouri	 Pike County, Arkansa 


Dear 'r Inox 


I h ye just returned 'ro' the West Coast and your letter of 3epterber 
3rc -bras on my dock I have several otner trips planned troughout t'-io 
nezt. months, hOwever, if you ii11 adv'se me possibly e week or ten 
days in athnce of your contemp1 ted visit to tne subject property, I 
will he very happy to arrane my shedülc to meet zith yours. As 
partial reply to yourquestion underItei 3 (a), the 0' acrea o$lend. 
ia owned outriht by me and is fl of.the areago that I own. At one 
timo I did halre. a: cla± on the adjoining 40 acre that have been knom 
to con tain sciie dcpos'.ts of peridoti1e T -ie nain thing that I arii con-


cerned with i t basic ' icres that contaiis the bulk of to iwiown 
depo't and is substontil enougi for a long tern operation 


1, (b) This portion of inforniation vas taken from Uiited St'tes 
(government material arid also from a report made several years ago by a 
mining enp.neer (de'eased) and former partneis of the property I do 
not • Imàw the yardages of the material and this information cQ1tinod with 
other infÔxmati9n such aat'hc logs, etc., ii in my possession would 
olirinató the nocessity of any expioratotr uork by th Department of 
th Interior All of the records, logs, and engineeriri data rerc de-
stroyed to'ether n.th other effects in the fire rf erred to n my renort 


3 (c) A mentionec3 an the preceding pa:agraph, if I were in pos-
ssion of this inforn ?.tlon regarding drill holes, logs, end recoveries 
at various levels, I uould not need tu Government assistance at this 
time The origin1 engineering inoration contained in Govornrrent filee, 


• and in our engipeers report, I, believe showed, that there had been a 
oefinite outcronping of tnis peridotite in a total of 92 acres 


5 (b) You re correct on the proposec iork end th't it will actually 
consist wherein exploratory, drilling, test-pitting, trenclung, clearin, 
and roed building to be of minirrum aTw will include the i iari work oi 
the sites of the old orkings







I	 . 
5 (d) The Sttc of iLrkansas in their :1eter of July 6th, a cop7 


included witi. y applicatioii will' furnish Geloic and .ngineering basic 
c.zsistance togetlE r with others with whon , I hve not as yet'. iade definite. 
cornmittraonte.	 .	 ..• 


6 () and (b) The 2,OOO.00 is' only a'partial est.in'atéd.. cost. Part 	 •, 
of tha balance of this work is to coie out of money app'opriated under 
Itn; 6 (b) and personal funds. 


6 (a) .(b)(e) (d) (e) and (f') are Items whióh I intend tobreak.do'm' 
• in. proper form after I learn: whethei or not thIs Government assistance 
is available for this.project and I iso intended to 'do this !rorkwith 
your cooperation so that the breakdown tould'.be satisfactory for th 


•	 purpose intended. . 	 '	 .	 '..	 : 


•3ince this valuable, property is now under on ownership and. I an perfectly 
willin to 'riake expenditures for the conduct. of' a good. operation on this 
property together with the world—wide conditions t'it exist and especially 
tho positi9n the United States is in ;hen t. ôOrrIeS to' a 'supply of Industrial 


• IDiarnonds, I believe .that this is a very Opportune .tixe to make n . exp1or-






tion pro cot oi this property and to back it op with a source of supply 

'for this' country in the event:of another emrgency : which is probable nd 


• ' ' qu.ite possible.' iith a ource of supply 6.Industriai Diamonds.r±ght hero'. 
•	 in the United States, the 'value 'to. Our cóuiitry could be tremendOus and 


I believe you wil agree it would be. nuch.. better for the Government to be 
doinC busine here at hone with its patriotic rwople rather than to be 
depended upon our enemies and those who' have, favorable leanings toward 
our enemies as is the case with our present foreign producers'of IndustrIal 
Diamonds and that sothce of supply and. opertion Oould be cut o.L'f very 


iddenlr.	 ,,,	 ,,	 ' 


Yours very truly, 


BJFi,pk	 /e/ A. B. J fJamrnett







COPY: DAERATDIG COT1E 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


C 
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


P. 0. Bax #431. 
JQpILIi, !4tasouri


Septenez' 3, 1954 


A. B. 3. Hamraett 
09 Victoria National fia'* Bldg. 


Vict0ria 1exae	 Rei Docket iEA ..3k23 (diamonds) 
Uainett }line 


Dear Nz-. }Iawinett:	 Pike County, Ark. 


Tour ap1ication for a IXA project contract was referred 
to me for field appraisal. Other urg.nt assignments, however, will 
prevent me from making the trip to examine your property during the 
week of September 6, as sugjeeted in yr August 3 letter to 
Washington. I will advise you as soon as possible when X can schedule 
meeting you at the property. 


In the	 to be better prepared for that exaid.natton,, 
I would appreciate receiving all the additional pertinent data you 
might be able to obtain, ox' any useful infonnation you can reeall, 
especially with reepoet to the rdllowing eticns which have occurred 
to me while reviewing your application: 


Please refer to your copy of the aipUcation 


under itii3 (a), is the &)-'aCre tract that you described 
all the land you possess or control that may' be benefitted by the 
proposed exploration' The sketches you sabnitted indicate tirt you 
also n the adjoining NW of S1 of that aection4, and that the dee. 
posit also ext&ds into t,hat as well as the tract designated as 
property of the Airerioan Diamond Co. 


4 (b) that ort,ion of past &rkansas diamond production which 
reasonably can be att,ributed to your property', is net clear to me. 
The yardages of the material was not stated fran which you mentioned 
recovering 1/10 to 37/1(X) cax'ats per yard during pilot plant operatiQns 
from 1932 until the tU'e. 


4 (c.) Is there any possibility that you can dtain copies 
of tie logs of the ioles drilled there, and the recoveries indicated 
at the various level intervals, especially' of the 900-foot hole you 
mentioned? Do I understand correctly that that peridotite outcrop 
ii 92 acres in area?







renCfling w1t1 tire •Tery m3.niiimi or . ciearing and road bU3J41rzg to. • . . ,. 
those ttee, and comprehensive .rguieeriug arid geoIog.e inter' 
pretations ocnild be eonstrud as exp1oratj mder existiug 
rEt regulations, fleas. send me a sketch map and cx'oes seUona 
to indicate jour tentative lOeaticms o the proposed project work 
as related to pr.eat mine workings and geologic reatux'es. 


5 (d) Ametig the reOendatons requ.tred in n reports 
conciwling examination of applicant's properties, is that concern-
ing the experience and backgroanI of the person (or persozw) charged 
with the e*perieory, geologie, and engineering aspects of the 
proposed project, particularly with respect to the engineering and 
geologic consultants you have in mind, and the fees, they may charge 
as you provided for under 6 (b). Ltewise, particularly in the 
explor*tion for diamonds, please mention the sraon or firiu who 
will make the recover7 ana1ysea, and dosoribu the method you expect 
to be used.


6(a) Coprehensi exploration of the potential deposit 
you t.seribed to cost o.n] 1y an estimated $2,000 for the proposed 
core dril.Ung, bnllosiag, and draglir ork, seems queeticmabls. 
I suggest that you St a careful estimate of the costs, I*olre!i 
down for detailed preparati of the proposed project contract so 
that it can be drafted acceptable to yo if approvea in Washington. 


6(b) Likewise, please inclzde an iteuized schedule of 
mber5, claases and rates of wages, sai.aries or Lees for the neces-
sari labor, eupernsiori, and engineering and geologic consultants 


6(c) An itemised list as required. 


6(d) An itemized list o the three categories required: 
Ci) to be rented; (2) to be purchased; (3) owned 
by you 


6(e) Please tuxnish a detailed list showing the costs, 
etc. 


6(t) Please furnish a detailed list showing the costs of 
the t*iildings which would be needed for exploration 
work only. 


6(g) A detailed list is required showing th. cost of 
repairs, maintenance, anaiytica iroric, accounting, 
worken' a czipensatton, insurance, payroll taxe8, etc.











A. 13. J. hAMM1TT 
509 VICTORIA NAT'L BANK BLDG. 



TELEPHONE 322



VICTORIA, TEXAS


August 23, l9SLi. 


United States Department of the Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Washington 25, D. C0	


Re Docket No. DIV1EA3Li.23 - Diamonds 
Hammett Diamond Mine (Kimberlite 


Mine) 
Pike County, Arkansas 


Gentlenieng 


Thank you for your letter of August 16th with reference to the sub-
ject matter. 


If Mr. Clinton C. Knox, of the DMEA Field Team, Joplin, Missouri 
will contact me, I will be very glad to make an appointment to 
meet Mr. Knox on the property at some date in the near future. I 
have just returned from the West Coast and will be very busy in 
my office for the next ten or twelve days, however, if Mr. Knox 
could arrange his schedule about the week of the 5th or 12 of 
September, I believe that would allow me ample tune to take care of 
matters .here, 


I will be looking forward to word from your regional office and you 
may be assured that full co-operation will be given the members of 
your Field Team during the contemplated examination. 


Yours very truly, 


A. B. J. Hamrnett 


ABJH:pk 


cc g Mr. Clinton C. Knox, Post Office Box )431, Joplin, Missouri







DOcket Copy 
o ,	 Surname: 


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	 6o 


*I ct	 UtjdCt* o&t	 _ 
fl*cd*- A.B.J. Harnmett 


Pti
	 L* Z	 Rvrett m'& 4trie (*k*rLtt 


Aw


rr Th
:t 


ri	 .	 C1 
)3	 : 


braci	 : ejbtj1Lt, c xk1	 in1c' ttt i et 
th. ;:irpU I'	 o.	 "

kow. olo&Lc 


:I) t]:	 d'd 
,	 t'he rou of	 1t	 nM 11 


	


;;r xr	 ttr. 


W. S. Marti 


ACT1N thnrn, ..pr3ti* Ctitt.. 


pp:row 


D. M. 


iiiabr sz1o4c4 un.y 


3. B. Hedges
—p 


Znc.osures 4


LQHouk:gad 8/13/54 
Copy to: Admr. It. File 


Doket 
Operating Ccittee 
)'. Albert H. Ko$ch*nn 
Mr. Chandler, 3518 
it'. NevC*b, 522? 
Mr. Honk







DOck*t COpE 
w 


UNITED STATES	 1/Jv(V 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25 D C 


* *.L Jtt 
Yiatria LUcnat &i 31 


ctr1*, E*1
Do*k.t o.	 4j ___ 


et% 4d 
L) 


?ike c**i, rk** 
*sz	 awtts 


ur	 itic*
z.s	 ttuU J4i3&.r	 t!J$3*1 ot 


Ui 4)etis,	 orcti	 Lttt* *nt	 bøan r.t.rrød 
to 1*. C4i .	 c	 / tioer,	 iOb fl, 
Pøtm 4TLc	 i 4,4, Jg 4n,	 1	 e 


osst)47 s. £14 


1i 
ws	 i	 th 


r u	 tk	 L 


J*cør*. 


C 0 Mttend3r4 k 7 


&a 


LG&tk*gad /1/54 
Copy to; Adzr, . 111* 


pati Ccuitt* 
tr. Aibut U. oich*mm, Regicz 4 


ke1d	 ct& yr 


*4 Mmioao, 227







0.	 1 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


August II, 19511. 


Memorandum 


To:	 Mr. Lawrence. G. Houk, Chief, Nonmetallic Minerals Division. 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From: .	 Commodity Specialist, Construction and. Chemical 
Materials Branch 


Subject: Application of Mr. A. B. J. Haznmett, Docket No. 311.23, 
for aid. in exploration for diamonde 


The property under consideration comprises the S. W. *, 
and the S. E. ', of 'the N. W. 	 of Section 114., TownshIp 8, Range 25, 
Pike County, Arkansas, with a total area of 80 acres, and, lies about 
2 miles northeast of the property of' the Arkansas Diamond Company, 
which is located in Section 21 of the same township. While the 


existence of a diamond-bearing Kimberlite pipe 'on this property has 
been reported in the geological, literature, it apparently has not 
been thoroughly explored. 


It is now proposed. to spend $20,000 exploring the deposit. 
We doubt that a thorough evaluation of. the property can be made for 
$20,000.


While the prospect of developing a commercial source of 
diamonds from this property does not seem favorable, it is suggested 
that the field. team be asked to visit it, and, report its reaction to 
this application. We also suggest 'that, if the report is favorable, 
the field team be asked. to submit its observations on how the deposit 
should. be sampled and. evaluated.


c7&LL 
Henry P. Chandler


fi, 


d







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C.
13'


July 2B, 1954 


Memorandum 


REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-3423 (diamonds) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
From: E. L. Newcomb, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant's name and address: A. B. J. Hainrnett, Victoria, Texas 
Name of property: Haxnmett Diamond Mine (Kimberlite Mine) 
Location of property: Near Nurfreesboro, Pike County, Arkansas 
Summary of applicant's proposal: 2O,OOO requested --


Independent contracts for core drifling, bulldozing, dragline 
exavation -- 2,OOO 


Remainder for supervision, equipment, supplies, buildings, 
etc. 


Sources of information on applicant's property: 
U.S.G.S. Bull. 5/40, p. 534-546 
U.S.G.S. Bull. 735, p. 271-322 
U.S.B.M. R. I. 4549 


Comments: 1. Past production from the Kimberlite Mine limited to a 
very few stones (o% of district production from 
Arkansas mine). 


2. The applicant's proposal is vague and is not supported 
by adequate data. 


3. Most of the requested funds are to be used for mine 
operation, equipment and supplies. Not for exploration 
purposes. 


4. Of all the diamond properties in the Pike County area, 
this property shows the least promise of producing a 
significant quantity of diamonds. 


RECOI4I1EI']DATION: A field referral is not warranted. Unless the 
applicant presents more substantiating data and a feasible 
exploration project, I recommend the application be denied. 


E. L.Newcomb
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AL B. J. flatmett 
509 Victoria National Bank Bldg. 
Victoria, Texas


J1AY 26, 195h 
Subj ect: 
Re:	 cploz'aticm Assistance 


fl.an^et 1nd Line 


The receipt of your application dated 
July 5,, 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been assigned Docket -Number 
o!etaUic iner2s Division, 


and referred to the 


Kindly refer to 


relating to your application.


in any future correspondence 


Sincerely yours, 


Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C
	


44994.







I 
A. B. J. hAMMETT 


509 VICTORIA NAT'L BANK BLDG.



TELEPHONE 322



VICTORIA, TEXAS


July iS, l9S 


United Stated Department of the Interior, 
Defense Minerals Expl'ation Administration, 
Attention, Mr. Johnson, Room )462b. 
Washington, D. C.


Subject: Application for aid, in 
an Exploration project, 
kno*i as "The Hamniett 
Diamond Mine" located in 
Pike County, Arkansas 


Dear Mr. Johhson 


I am enclosing herewith the application blanks which you recently gaye 


•	 me when I visited your office and believe that they are properly executed. 


The information submitted on the subject matter, together with references 
to other material, contained in the Bureau's files relating to the Diamond 
deposits in Arkansas, will I am sure provide ample information for your 
departnent. 


I and many others believe that our property offers one of the best prospects 
for proving a commercial production, of any of the properties in this area 
ard it is further believed that with world conditions as they are, that it is 
most essential such a prospect as we have be developed if possi.e, as a source 
of supply for our National Security and Defense0 


I, nor any of my former partners or those who prospected this property years 
ago have ever received any Federal aid although we would have had the oppor-
tunity to have this property completely examined by the Government in 19L13 had 
it not been for the serious illness of one of the owners, our mining engineer, 
who had actually mined and produced diamonds from this property was in the 
U0 S. Army and came out of the war blind and myself an Officer in the Navy 
of the U. S. having gone on active duty early in 19L1.2 was not available 
for such an exploritory project0 


We have spent much of our own money over the 	 much work and effort and 
have lost much as the result of ther and our years of absence in the Armed 
Services overseas. Today there is a market for our product and it is needed by 
our Government as a stock pile item. The state of Arkansas, Department 


' of Geology and Conservation is likewise interested in this good project and will 
assist in Geological, testing, and report work as well as other ways where they 
can be of help to get this valuable property in production.







One of the main stumbling blocks of past planned operations was the 
constant bickering of partners. This is and baa been true of marw 
projects that otherwise would have been successful. Tody this property 
is owned solely by myself and it is the firt time in Arkansas History 
that one of these Diamond Mine properties was so owned and available for 
a sound operation. There is no promotion or stock for sale to anyone, and 
the assistance I am applying for is purely for the real exploration of the 
property, rehabitilation of the necessary buildings which wer.e lost by fire 
arxi. deterioration over the years of the war while in the service of the 
United States, such rehabitilation is necessary to the conduct of a proper 
examination and further exploratory, and recovery work, 


It was my understanding when I visited you, that such an application as I 
am filing, .f or a small amount of assistance, could probably be 
proccessed in a matter of a few weeks. I would greatly appreciate this 
type of co-operation and processing as I will have much to do after I am 
assured of this Government assistance. 


•	 Thanking 'iou for your attention to this application and for the information 
andcourtesy extended me when I visited your office on April 2nd, l95, I am. 


Yours very truly, 


A. B. J. Hamrnett 


ABJH :pk 


I .	 -.2-.
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(Revised April 1952) UNITED STES DEPARTMENT OF THE JNTR ' FormApproved. 


Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.2. 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN 
• EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO 


DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE

PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to 'be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. 
Metal or Mineral .•	 / J1ML$--------
Date Received ------------------------
Etimated Cost	 2LODO 
Participation (Government %) --------------------


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name, of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address: --------------A.B.L.JiPMMEiT_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


-------------------------------'509 VICTIA	 __________________________________________________________________ 
--------------------------------	 CORIAEXAS------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


•-----------------------------------------
(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 


in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 
(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 


•dministration Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all. 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract ---- - 'TLJL? ----


---------------------------------------------------------------------------
NWE--]JhT8,,R2S,Lo ACRES



•------------------------------------------------------------------------------cATD------PT 	 CO1 STATh---OF ARKA--NSAS 


______________' ------------------------------------------------------------------------METT'DTAMONThM-INE---------------------------------------------


(b) State any mine name by 'which the property is known. ( FORMERLY KIIVIBERLITE DIAIVIOND, MINE 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


•	 OINNER 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it NOALLTAXESPAID_______________________________ 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the geologic features o the 'property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. , Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 	 ' S 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
pzints.	 • 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 	 16-06551-1







5. The exploration pro)ect._ 	 State the mineral or minerals for which yo 	 sh to explore 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if neede 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contac 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 	 - 


(c) The work will start within 9O-------days and be completed within 24------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person OT persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.--Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent con-tracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d). Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating . equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the ease may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(Ii) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—NO items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or a 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in t 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation ('Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? 


(b) How do you propose te. furnish your shareof the costs? . ' 


L1 Money	 Use of equipment owned by you 	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both 'in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated


(Applicant) 


By------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


-	 Title 18,U. S. ('ode (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart.. 
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 	 - 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE	 1G-6655-1	
•







S	 I. 
"Kimberlite Diamond Nime" 


"A. B. : Hamrnett - Owner" 


"Minerals of Arkansas" 


"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap.

Quadrangles, Arkansas" 


"U. 8. Geological Survey" 


"Bulletin 808" 


"Diamonds" 


"Over 20,000 Diamonds, one weighing in excess of Lo carats, have 


been found in Arkansas, the only genuine Diamond field in the 


American continent. Gem experts declare that brilliancy is one 


of the real tests of a Diamond. The harder it is, the more br-


.


	 illiant the stone, These experts assert that the Arkansas 


Diamond is one point harder than those of South Africa and Aus-


tralia, hence it exceeds them in brilliancy. Near Murfreesboro, 


in Pike county, i the pipe of an extinct volcano. It is now 


filled with aggrayish green rock, called peridotite, identical 


in its chemical properties with that of t1e South African and 


Australian Diamond fields. The extinct volcano is about fifty-


two acres in area. The first Diamonds were discovered in Ark-


ansas in 1906 by john Huddleston, a Thrmer, who picked up in the 


road and creek bottoms some exceedingly brilliant pebbles. A foreign 


corporation owns this pipe of volcanic origin, has erected a large 


plant and made quite extensive investigation to determine the extent 


of the field, White, brown, yellow, canary and wine colored Diamonds 


S
	


have been bound there. Diamond discoveries have beenreported 


in severâL other parts of Pike and in Howard, the adjoining county."







. 


C 
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine" 
"A. B. J. Hamniett - Owner" 


HMinerals of Arkansas"	 Page 1)47 


"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap 
Quadrangles, Arkansas' 


HU. S. Geological SurveyH 


"Bulletin 808" 


"Diamonds" 


I	 History and Occurrence" 


The first diamonds found near Murfreesboro, iich were the first found in Arkansas, 


were picked up on the Prairie Creek peridotite area(pl. 10) on August 1, 1906 by 


John W. Huddleston. Diamond mining has continued intermittently at several mines 


from the date of Huddleston's discovery to the present time. 


Nearly aU the diamonds have been found within the exposures of the peridotite at 


the Prairie Creek, Kimberlite, and American peridotite areas, though a very few 


have been found along streams where they have been washed from these areas of the 


Woodbine formation and 3 to )4.miles south of Corinth. The mines that have produced 


diamonds are the AmericanKimberlite ) Mauney) Ozark, and Arkansas, (See pis. 10 and 1)4) 


The diamonds at these mines have been found not only on and near the surface but also 


at depths of 20 feet. How much deeper the diamonds extend is not known but they pro-


bably occur at a depth much greather than that to whith mining can be carried. 


The yield of diamonds in carats per load of diamnd-bearing material differs from place 


to place in the mines and with depth. This yeild as it has been determined from the great 


amount of work at one kine is 1 carat for 8 loads (16 cubic feet each) of diamond-bearing 


material. 


Most of the diamonds from the Arkansas Ozark and Mauney mines have been obtained within 


the area or areas inwwhich the volcanic breccia is exposed. The areal distribution of 


the breccis at the surface of these mines is shown on Plate 10. 


On the Riley plave, half a mile northeast of the Oazek mine the Tokio formation contains 


pebbles of peridotite and grains of altered serpentine. The material is possible 


perioditie tuff. 16 cubic feet each of material from the Tokio at that locality but 


found no diamonds.







&imnett D.iaxnond ?5ine" 


(Extract from Arkansas Geological Survey's "Outlines of Arkansas' 
Lrierál Resources, " published in 192?. 


P•IAMOND 


The only locality in NQrth Amer'ica where diamonds are found 
in the rock in which they were forned is in ?ike County, Arkansas. 
The diamonds occur there in dikes of volcanic rock known as 
per'idotite, hich closely resembles the material in which diamonds 
are found in South Africa. Four spparato areas of this pet'idotite, 
Which aggregate about eighty acres, hwe been founds all but one of 
Which have produced diamonds. 


History. Diamonds were first discovered in Arkansas on August 
1, 19b6, en t*o stones were found by John , Huddleston near the 
mouth of Prairie Greek, two and one.half miles Southeast of 
Murfroesboro, Pike County, Those stones were sumbitted to the 
Mermod, Jaccard & King Jewelry Company, of St. Louis, Mo., for 
identification. Later, stones were sent to Chas. 8. Stifft, jeweler, 
of Little Rock, Ark., for identification, Who srnitted them to 
George F. Junz, gem expert of New York City, *o identified them as 
diamonds. FoUow.ng this, Messrs. C. 8. Stifft, A. D. Cohn, 8. iJ. 
Reybirn of Little Rock, and J. C. Pinnix of ?urfreesboro socred an 
option of the }luddleston property, which included about forty-nine 
acres of the main peridotite pipe. The remainder of the pipe was 
made up of the Mauney tract, including about three acres (see accom-


•	 panyuig map). Other peridotite areas were later discovered In 
Sections 11 and 23 (see accompanying map) knovm respectively as tb 
Kimberlite, American, and Black Lick areas. 


Following this the Arkansas Diond Company was organized, 
which purchased. the property. The HudcLloston property was then 
prospected and nuuerous pits dug and drill holes put down. In Pay, 
1908, the company erected a small diamond washing plant at the 
southern edge of the area and in August, 1909, increased the size 
of the plant, which was oporatod until 1912, after which operations 
practically ceased until 1919, when the company was reorganized as 
the Arkaisas Diamond Corporation with en authorized capital of 
)lO,000,0O0. In 1920, a large washing plant was erected near the 
first one, hich contaned a No. 3 Gyratory crusher, an 8foot 
Harginge tube mill, a rotary dryer, two washing pans, jugs, oiid a 
grease table.. According to John Psay, of the Arkansas Diamond 
Corporation, this plant operated for a total of nine months and 
hauled approxImately 18,000 loads of peridotite, each load con. 
taming sixteen cubic feet of material. This plant has not been in 
operation for some years. The Arkansas Diamond Corporation operates a 
small power jg from time to time. 


/ Historical data largely from U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin 
1To. 73, "Diamond-bearing peridotite In Pike County, Arkansas," 
by H. D. Miser and Clarence Ross, 1923. 


.
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•A. B • j . Hssmett - Owner" 


"llamxnett Diamond jtl 


a few diamonds have been found in this material. The volcanic 
breccia is cc*nposed of strongly cemented fragments composed largely 
of t1 porphritic pe of peridotito, together with fragrztentD of 
shale and sandstone very probably derived from deep .seated rocks • Xt 
covers a fairly large area in th Prairie Creek dike ad makes up the 
American area, the i3láck Lick area, an4 has produced nearly all of the 
diamonds found. On cposure to the air the breocia weathers to a 
yellowish green and is known as "green ground" or"blue grouncV'. The 
tuffs and fne-'grained breccias occupy the smallest portion of the peri 


dotite in the Prairie Creek district. The rocks have a bluish tinge 
and a medium hardness and vary considerably in texture. They contain a 
considerable proportion of shale and sove fine-grained sandstone, o 
diamonds have been found in. this material so far as is known. 


The peridotite areas occur about six iiles south of the 
northern edge of the Coastal Plain area of. s outhwes tern	 no. 
According to . I). tiser, the peridotite is probably the same age as 
he Tokio rnnber of.tbe Bingenformation (Upper Cretaceous), since 


the lower beds of the Bingen c ontäin fragments of poridotite. As a 
portion of the Bingen beds actually overlies a portion of the peridotite 
in the American and.Black Lick areas, the age of the intrusion is not 
older than Bir2gen times. 


The peridotites found in the different areas are quite sizaLlar 
in genera]. character and were probably all formed during a single 


S	 period of vol anic activitr. It is probable that the peridotito was 
intruded fran a great depth, penetrating deep-seated sedimentary beds 
including the Carboniferous and a portion of the Lower Cretaceous. 
After the intrusion of the peridotite, explosions took place which ejected 
portions of the intruded mass and carried with them some deep .'seated shale 
and sandstone of Carboniferous age. This ejected material probably 
formed a crater in the Frairie Creek area with sloping sides and also eventu-
ally cemented into a peridotite breccia. A second series of explosions 
were perhaps responsible for the formation of the fine grained breocia 
and vo]eanic tuff. 


Character of Diamonds. The following statement concerning the 
character ihe d3.amond found is taken from U. S. Geological Survey 
Bulletin No. 73 "Diamond-bearing Periodite in Pike County, Arkansas," 
by H. D. Miser and Clarence Ross 


"The diamonds that have been fbund range in weight from a very smell 
fraction of a carat to many arats • Some are so saall that 2O of them 
would be required to *igb or carat • The largest diamond, which was 
found in. the Arkansas mine in September, 1921, weighed 2O . carats, and 
one weighing 17.86 carats was found in the Arkansas mine in nay, 1917. 
The average weight of the 3,000 diamonds that had been produced by the 
Arkansas mine at the end of 19 20 was about O..1. carat, but the average weight 
of the entire production of all t} mines is probably between 0.3 and O.I 
*arats. 
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"Hammett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner" 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN



EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO 


DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER T}	 DEFENSE 


PRODUCTION ACT OF 19S0, AS AMENDED 


PUBLISHED ARTICLES 


The attached reporduction of the Arkansas Gzzette, 


Sunday issue, June lii, 19S3 described some of the 


earlier history of this section of Arkansas, and 


while it deals particularly with one property close by, 


it reflects values present in this area and also reflects 


the corporate troubles in the past and present on these 


properties.	 Again I wish to point out that aU of the 


troublesome partners, stock holders; etc., that have 


plagued the old (Kimberlite Diamond Mine) or (Harmnett 


Diamond Mine) property in the past are extinct, and the 


subject property, now under one ownership, can be operated 


as a going business instead of a sight—seeing enterprise. 


Other printed references dealing with the Arkansas 


Diamond properties ares 


"Presentation of a $3,000.00 Arkansas Diamond 


paperweight to President Truman"-------------


"Arkansas Democrat"; June 11, l9L9. 


"The Gemmologist"--------"Arkansas DjarnondI; 


February issue l9O


Continued
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•
ttHamrnett Diamond Min&t 


"A. B. J. Hamniett - Owner 


.


"E. C. A! release October 20, 191t9 


No. 955 


E. C. A. release May 31, 1950 No. 1508 


Collier's Magazine, "America's only 


Diamond Mine", August 2 5, 1951 


Arkansas Democrat---------- aFabulous Cow 


Pasture", July 5, 1953 


L
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By Ruth Jorgenson. Smock 


reality a 21.carat diamond;' and 
Mother Jacobs gav It away to a 
neighbor who was ttracted to Ith odd 
appearance. 
'A second Indication is Its heaviness. 


A diamond's specific gravity Is 3.51, 
three.and.one.half times heavier than 
the same volume of water. Therefore, 
It is conslderably heavier than most 
other nonmetallic minerals. 


A third indication Is whether it can 
be scratched. A diamond is at least 
85 times as hard as the next hardest 
mlneral corundum,- and cannot be 
scratched except by'anbther diamond. 
It can, however, be cleayed. It Is only 
tifrough careful cleaving and sawing 
by skilled cutters that it becoms the 
symmetrical beauty readily reçog 
nized as a gem. Unskilled breaking of 
a rough can ruin ,lts potential beauty 
and value:	 - 


A fourth Indication is its size: 'The 
smaller your heavy dull stone, the 
more likely it is to be a diamond. Any.' 
thing bigger than your fist is either 
not a diamond at all or It is' the big. 
gest diamond ever found. To date, the 
biggest diamond found anywhere was 


0 Ute Cullinan which weighed one and 
one.half pounds (3106 metrIc àrats) 
and was dlscovezed eighteen feet be. 
low the earth's surface by a manager 
of the Premier Diamond Mine In


ered with a vaseliflelike compound, 
then running water them. Non-
diamonds wIll loosen easy and slip 
away in the water but th diamonds 
will stick fast. 


If a oné.day prospctor finds s 
diamond, Is there a market where he 
can sell It? Yes, )'r. Millar will 
readily buy it at market price. How- ( 
ever, in the three years this attrac-
tion has been open to the public, 
about 1,000 diamonds have been 
found and mo$ finders have prefer-
red to keep their own quarries. 


Altogether over '100,000 diamonds, 
not to mention other gems, have been 
mined In Murfreesboro since e first 
were discovered In 1906 by	 Wes-
ley Huddleston whose sus 'were 
aroused by geologists surveying In 
the area. 


Mr Millar, himself a former,state 
geologist anal now a consulting geolo-
gist, has the earth turned tby a bull-
dozer at regular intervals. So that 
visitors will have fresh diggings. His' 
most 1reoent turning *as this spring. 


As an added attraction, Mr. Millar 
is establishing a Museum Of Minerals 
and has a talented local speaker, Wil-
lis ' Coker, as a guide. One of his cx-' 
hlbits Is a set of replicas of,famous 
diamonds whose histories ire related 
to you by My' Coker. 


The, more Introsective' travelers,, 
often 


. 
2!	 ARKANSAS ÔAZETTE, Sunday, June 14, 1953. 


Ares of Diamonds in Your Backyard 


All YouHaveto DoisDig! 
JHEN JACOBUS JONKERS dis. 


VT covered the Jonkers dlamcnd, 
said to be the ñost' perfect of all the 
large diamonds and now valued at 
$1,000,000, he was paid $350,000 for It 


one check. That is the bright lde 
of ' 4lamond prospecting. The dark 


idè is this: For 18 years before dis. 
covering this diamond, Jonkers and 
his large family had lived in utter 
poyerty while he prospected. 


'In America, there is an easier wa 
to Ind diamonds. The owners of an 
&'uthentic Dlamond Crater at 'Mur. 
treesboro In Pike Càunty allow public 
prosectin; by the day for a nominal 
fee. The day-long prospector may use 
my 'tnoLe .an carry onto the Crater 
hI his hands and he may. keep, free, 
all the diamonds ie finds, up to those 


etghing five carats md over. On the 
latter, he must 'pay a royalty of 25% 
(rhIëh goes to tax) to the manager. 
?o royalty Is charged for garets, 
a.mthysts, chalcedony, peridite or 
otM precious stones, Whatever their 
•Iue which are also present in 'the 
ground. To' date, visitors from 35 dif. 
frent cities have found diamond. 


everal have found two or more and 
óiié man found 15. 


Are these gems real? This 'is one 

the questions most frequently



asked of the Howard Millars,- a re-






tired geologist and his wife, who are 

qte 'managers, and co-owners with
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Kimberilte Dianod ne0 


•	 13 J. Rainett Ovner" 


S..


APPLICATX)N ?0R AID N AN 


•	 EXPLORATION ,ROJECT, PU1SUANT TO 


OR	 1, UNDE., ThE DEFENSE .;. 


1'RODUCTIO ACT OF 19S0, AS ALEND 


UI. APPLICANTS PROPERTY RIGHTS 


• (c) The legal desc4ption of the (Raziett Diamonc ine)1: 


formr1y known as the o3.d (Kimberlite Diaiond 1ine), 


is the South 17cst, North Eist section ]J4, Township 


S 8, Range 2, containing lO acres, more.or less and 


the South East, North West section lI, Township 8, 


Range 2, containing 140 acres, more or less,, located 


in Pike county., Arkansas. 


S







.	 I 
"Kjmberlite Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Haminett - Owner" I.
IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


(a) At the present time there are no mining operations 


being conducted upon this land. The last operations 


having been in the form of clearing a considerable amount 


of undergrowth, reopening many of the existing pits and 


mine workings, reopening and building of some roads on 


U 


the mine property, and some prospecting work on a cer-


tain portion of the property. This work was done by the 


writer in 19148, July, and approximately lS workmen were 


in his employ. All costs of this work were paid by the 


writer, and it was his intention, at that time, to pro-


ceed with further exploritory work, however, ill health 


and other business matters required the writers time, 


and such furither exploritory work has not been possible 


until present time. 


This mine property is accessible for examination purposes, 


however, due to the tremendous amount of undergrowth that 


has accumulated from 19142 until 19148, and that which has 


accumulated since, would necessitate having an experienced 


person who is thoroughly familiar with this property to 


shciw the same for such examination purposes after 


August 1st, l9S14.


-14-
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S	 I 
"Harnmett Diamai d MineU 


"A. B. J. Harnmett - Owner" I.


V. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT 


(a) The minerals for which I wish to further explore 


are Industrial and Gem Diamonds, It has been es-


tablished that the production ratio of Indus trial 


Diamonds is approximately 0%; Gem Diamonds 10%. 


It is believed that there are marty other semi-


precious stones that can be recovered which, in 


the past, have been completely disregarded. 


.
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner" 


"Minerals of Arkansas" 


"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap 
Quadrangles, Arkansas" 


"U. S. Geological Surveyt 


"Concentrate Minerals Associated with The Diamonds 


"A number of minerals besides diamonds are concentrated during the treatment 


of the diamond-bearing material. They are hematite, limonite, barite, colorless 


quartz, amethyst quartz, magnetite, pyrope, almandite, schorlomite (or 


melantie), chromite, pyrite, diopside, and epidote. The quantity of each mineral - 


varies somewhat from place to place, but ingeneral the most abundant have been 


named first and the least abundant last. A few specimens of amethyst quartz


of gem quality have been found, and scme of them have been cut for use in 


jewelry. A small number of pebbles of the dense chalced c nic varicolored 


novaculite that are found on the surface at the diamord mines have also 


been cut for this use.t1 







S	 • .rnberlite Diamond rfline" 
' iA. . J.	 rictt 


1n3as"
Page Ji9 


"Geo1oy of the D Queen and Cado Gap 
Qadrangls, Akansas" 


U. 5, Geologiai Survey9 


flE-iet1 n 8o3" 


"Lird.Pg and Tro taont of DiaiondBearing rnaterial" 


"ariy dLamc'ds, prohab]y several hundr€d, have been picked up by miners fren the surface 


of the poridotite aroas, especi&iy the Iairie Creek area, but most of the. dieors 


that ha been produced have boon obined by washing the diaondbearng material. 


Different vethods of in1	 nd washthg have been eplred, as required by the charac-


ter of the arondbear!n naterial.., irich varies not only frf r one locality to another, 


but also vitMpth. 


ucb of the decomposed perldotite, including the urfiei]. black soil called 'blgck 


ground" and the underlying "blue ground", 'yollot grou t , 'and "green ground", is soft 


enough be washed for the re overy f the damnds without be i ng first crushed or 


weathered. ?ot of the "black ground" is very sticIy like gurnbo,	 it is wet so that ' 


it disintegrates with some difficulty in the vshing plants. 


AU the mining has been done in shallow open cut. rdraulic minng has been used to 


some extent, but most of the wck has been done by hand a by means of plctvs and scrapers. 


Vihenever the hydraulic method is employed, the ri ater carries the soft weathered diai 


mondbeer ng material through a sluice trough. The concentrates from the sluice trough 


are then jigged by hand in small sieves or run thrthigh a small plant equipped with 


screens and jigs. Then the jigod concentrates are placed on smooth sheets of metal. 


where they are carefully searched for diamonds. 


Much of the material that has been mined, however, has • been hauled in tremears with a 


capacity of 16 cdbic feet each to the washing plants.. A log wabher ias used for a short 


. time in the ark washing plant, but its use was not a sucóess on account of the sticIr 


nature of the "black ground" that was washed in it.'.







.	 iiborlite Diamond i& 
. . !et • Onor" 


S
cr41t. o Arnaa9 


eoor o t1 3c Q*cn nd Caddo p 
(n:z1e3,	 an$ap" 


OQ ,t231 3uvyt 


i1ttn


31 ccnttho 


S


ttflj oni eathcrtt or	 flte.z.aI" 


"7ahtig 3$ of the tre coon the, South frien ion io1 hac bccn twod 
A ai of thic t	 je	 c 21t btt•oi,	 rt i 


tont1	 itioz, At it certer is	 ici roiv	 ha to vttc1 'adat1n tru 
am ttzohe. Or thx i	 ot1 tth tct vo1ve anL t1 th diacndbearing 


ter'1a tt i fd into	 pu, )txg thio tij the dos cnd	 ited 


øi1	 cct2e to the bttot f the	 the eiy a thez 1tht 
iee1a ri tø thc tfatx cind f1ot' ot o to pn tezr 	 cantc,r, Tho ecrnc tz'to3 thus 


thus obtinet t the betto f th 3fl	 uet tzc6 ni then jigged. Tho 


coneentz'tt	 ro	 fuUr ear&,he for	 em t 'ovred tic or 


with itor o tt ocx tbo Thii tb10 is covoz4 Zth a thi cost of 	 ce 
ta hako rip•	 fre t.td to oi	 a,	 ccntric, 7hon the nc	 3r	 thod, 
aoros the bic the	 ao tii to ud I?io.d t	 vr	 f% d	 rot etc 
to the other L1lD Ct theh &X teDCfQrQ ahe	 f	 •	 1th 
te inc1u1c. di	 nd other nrTh i rcr!red from th tb1c froii ti to t, 


The	 ro t!o	 td frorn the cx'eee b crti it into	 o	 putting it



into boUing Ictez" 
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Department of State Lands 
STATE OF ARKANSAS 


.


Little Rock, Ark 


L1ay 1, l91.8 


A. B. amiett 
P. 0. Box 190 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


Dear lr. Haninett: 


During a period of approximately two years, I worked in the 
ArInsas Diamond Mine, located at Murfreesboro, Pike County, Arkansas. 


•	 At that time there were approximately fify employees at this mine. 
Stones were produced, but the quantity is unknown, but was substantial. 
This mine was located about 2 miles South and West of the Old 


•


	


	 or Bird..Kneen Mine, and,upon at least a doen occasions, 
I visited the Bird.-Kneen property, and it is composed of mineral 
bearing peridotite ( diamond- bearing dirt), the same as the Arkansas 
mine property and the Mooney Mine property. There was a shaft of 
approximately fifteen or twenty feet 8 x 8 on the Bird.=.Kneen 
property and the amount of diamonds removed from tIis is unithown to 
u, but it is diamond-bearing dirt, and with proper development, I feel 
sure substantial recovery of diamonds can be made. 


I have learned positively from reliable sources recently 
that approximately 2 acre tract of this same diamond dirt property 
1own as the Mooney Mine was sold for )2S,0OO. 


Trusting that this inIormtIon is the disired, I am 


Yours very truly, 


en Rankin 


BR/U
(Mr. Rankin has refered to the subject property as tI "Bird-Keen 


Property")
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C 
'Kimberlite Diamond Mine" 


"A • B • J • Hammett - Owi er 


.


III. APPLICANTS PROPERTY RIGHTS 


(b) This property was formerly known as the old (Kimber-


lite Diamond Mine), and reference is made to this 


property in all United States Government, Department 


of the Interior, Geological Bulletins, and the State 


of Arkansas, Department of Geology Bulletins as the 


(Kimberlite Diamond Mine). 


-2-
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine 


HA B. J. Haminett - Owner" 


IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


(b) The past production from this property is described in 


various Geological Bulletins and circulars dealing mainly 


with mining that was conducted in the "Pick and Shovel" days 


when the Diamond bearing dirt was hauled tr wagon to a 


washing plant several miles away. The actual quantity 


of Diamonds recovered is not known, however, the writer 


has contacted responsible people who visited this project 


at various times, and to their knowledge at that time, state 


that Diamond discoveries were recovered. In 1932, when 


this property was taken over from the old owners, a 


considerable amount of prospecting, drilling, and wash-


ing was done, and a considerable quantity of Diamonds 


were recovered from this property, sonm of them having 


been sold in Chicago, others having been taken to Wash-


ington, D. C. Various people in the community near Murfrees-


boro did possess quantities of Diamonds said to have been 


procured from this property. Between the years of 1932 


and l9L.2, many troubles were encountered between partners 


and local people who were i,nterested only in stopping any 


kind of a development on this property with the result 


that our owners living quarters, bunkhouse, mine buildings 


and machinery, and shacks, together with all important 


-5'..


Continued







. 
"Kimberlite Diamond Mine"



1A. B. J. Hammett - Ovrner" 


U 
engineering records were destroyed by fire. After the 


fire, a considerable amount of interest was displayed 


by several independent companies who made attractive 


offers for this property. It was also the plan of the partners 


to rebuild the plant and start a new and modern recovery 


operation on this property. In 191t2, when the Bureau of 


mines became active and interested in conducting explori-


tory investigations of a nearby propery, my property, 


the former (Kimberlite Diamoid Mine) was not examined by the 


Government as was stated in the Bureau of Mines report 


No. Li5Li9, and at that time one of the partners was 


seriously ill in California, another partner and the mine 


engineer was on active duty with the U. S. Army and I was 


out of the country on foreign duty with the U. S. Navy. 


Therefore, all of the opportunity that existed at that time 


for having a complete investigation made of our property 


was lost for the reasons as stated as well as any private 


operations that had been planned. By reason of Military 


Service, the property was allowed to rundown, fence and 


building deterioration, and roads and workings taken, over 


by undergrowth. This rehabilitation work will have to be 


done as referred to in another paragraph. 


Some of the old records on this property compiled in the 


early part of 191i0 read as follows:


Continued


.
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner" 


"This report covers the following described property, (The 


old Kimberlite Diamond Mine) and (Harnmett Diamond Mine) of 


the 120 acres; approximately 90 acres is potential 


diamond bearing dirt, since the peridotité area. 


In this report, the U. S. Government and State of Arkansas 


officals report will be used whenever possible as 


references. These consist of U. S. G. S. Bulletin No. 808, 


'jals of Arkansas, published by the Arkansas Bureau 


of Mines I. C. 6787t, also report, "Diamonds of Arkansas 


of l9L0".


DISTRIBUTION OF DIAMOND BEARING EARTH 


"This discovery of Pipe, known as the Arkansas Pipe, con-


tains about L9 acres, and is now owned as follows: 


Arkansas Diamond Mines------- 39 acres 


Mauney Diamond Mines-------- 7 acres 


-	 Osark Diamond Mines --------3	 acres 


The (Kimberlite Pipe) contains approximately 92 acres dis-


tributed as 


(Kimberlite Diamond Mine)
-----80 (Haminett Diamond Mine) acres 


(American Diamond Mine) ------- 12 acres 


Total	 92 acres 


"At the old (Kimberlite Diamond Mine) (Haminett Diamond Mine), 


less than one-fourth () of an acre has been washed. 


down, leaving practically the entire tract as Virgin 


Diamond bearing dirt.


- 7 -	 Continued 
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Harnmett - Owner" 


The overburden on this property varies in depth from four 


(Li) feet to over twenty (20) feet. Throughout the ridge on w 


which the (Hainmett Diamond Mine) is located, the average 


depth will probably be around ten (10) feet. If this 


average is maintained, the entire ridge, consisting of 


about 30 acres, wculd yield about one-half (Soo,000) 


million cubic yards of washable placer dirt. The creek 


bottoms on both sides of this ridge would wash out 


probably 300,000 cubic yards, making a total of 800,000 


cubic yards, without crossing over on the reverse slopes. 


"My connection started in February 1932, when I obtained 


the property then known as (Kirnberlite Diamond Mine". 


My testing consisted of building small Pilot Plants, test-


ing out various methods of handling this rock and endeavor-


ing to overcome the "balling" tendency of the material when wet. 


This Pilot Plant was destroyed by fire, and all records 


were lost as well as my living quarters adjoining the mill. 


Since then, core drilling, washing of concentrate, and gen -


eral prospecting ,has been carried out. 


One hole, 6 inches in diameter, was drilled to a depth of 


981 feet. Diamonds were recovered throughout, and the 


best recovery was below 600 feet. 


"In my work, core drilling, washing, etc., I estimate 


my own recovery to be somewhere near 37/100 carats per 	 < 4/ 


yard of hydraulicked material over the main peridotite beds. 


Continued
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.' 
U Hariimett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B, J. Haimnett - OwnerU 


Recoveries in the creeks, out from this main center, 


varied from i/ia to 2/10 carats. Some spot testing 


yeilds as hi gh as carat per yardt. 


*	 *	 * 


BUREAU OF MINES REPORT NO. ).5)49 


UThe American Diamond Mine Corporation, and the 


(Kimberiite Diamond Mine) and washing company mindd 


many years ago on two plugs, subquently discovered 


in section Th, T. 8 5, R 25 W, or about 2 miles 


North East of the Prarie Creek Mines.
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"Kimberlite Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner 


•	 of Arkansas" 


"Geology of tI De Queen and Caddo Gap

Quadrangles, Arkansas" 


!t U. S. Geological Survey" 


"Bulletin 808" 


Production and CharacterU 


The number of diamonds that have been found near Murfreesboro, Ark., since their 


discovery in 1906 is only partly known, for the mining companies have withheld from 


publication the complete figures of production. The production so far as known to 


the authors includes at least 10,000 diamonds up to the end of 1923. 


The bulk of the diamonds from t he mines have been held up by the nun ing companies, 


though some uncut stones have been given away or sold, and some cut stones have 


been sold. Cut stones were first offered to the public in 1921 by Tiffany & Co. of 


New York, and by the Charles S. Stifft Co. of Little Rock, Arkansas. 


The diamonds that have been found range in weight fr m a very small fraction of a 


carat to many carats. Some are so small that 20 diamonds would be requirdd to 


weigh one carat. The largest diamond, which was found in the Arkansas mine, weighed 


L023 carats; another from the same mine found in September, 19 21, weighed 20.2S 


carats; and a third stone weighing 17.86 carats was found in the Arkansas mine in May 


1917. Pictures of the last mentioned diamond and mine others from Arkansas mine are 


shown in Plate 17, A. The average weight of the 3,000 diamonds produced from the 


Arkansas mine to the end of 1920 was about 0.14 carats, but the average weight 


of the entire production of aU the mines is probably between 0.3 and O.)i. 


Most of the diamonds are white, brown, or yellow. There is a large proportion of 


white stones, most of them of high grade in color, brilliancy, and freedom from 


flaws. Kunz also makes the following statement in describing several yellow, brown 


HS and white stones from the Ark, mine. "These are absolutely perfect and are equal 


to the finest stones found at the agersfontein mine, or that were ever found in -ndia". 


The following statement regarding the diamonds from the Mauney and Oxark mines 


was supp-







S 
"Kimberlite Diamond M-i ne's 


"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner" 


"Minerals of Arkansas" Page 1h7 continue 


"Geology of the De Queen and Caddo Gap" 
uacLrangles, Arkansas" 


S. Geological Survey" 


"Bulletin 808" 


"Production and Character" 


lied in 1921 by Austin Q. Millar, of the Kimberlite Diamond Mining & Washing Company. 


From a careful examination of several thousand diamonds the percentages of yield of 


the various grades of the mine run are: White stones Li.0; yellow, 22; brown, 37; 


true bort, 1. The gem material of the yellow, the deep canary is most magni-


ficent, and the mahogany shade of the brown is equally desirable. The white gem 


material is matbhless for purity, and about 10 per cent of the stones classed as 


white are of this grade. Their crystallographic characteristics are distinct. 


As the larger proportion of the recoveries belong to the more comples forms of the 


isometric system, the ±Msoctahedron and hexoctahedron predominate more than the 


octahedron or dodecahedron. Rarely are crystals recovered that present sharp 


angular faces, the characterists rounded (convexed) surfaces greatly pre-


dominating. The true bort is translucent with a radial structure and 


occurs in rounded forms. 


Stones have been found with a blue or pink tinge, and occasionally a "frosted" 


or etched white is noticeable in the recoveries. 


Fragments and fractures were much more noticable when mining was being done in 


surface material; but at slight depth in the undisturbed volcanic ground, 


these features were almost entirely absent." 


.
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UHammett Diamond MjneH 


"A. B. J. Hanimett -Owner 


V. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT 


(b) The purposes of this exploritory work is to first 


rebuild_some of the roads in and to the property, to 


clear away the existing undergrowth which has enveloped 


much of the property since l9Lj2 when the war was respon-


sible for the discontinuance of our work and the present 


condition that the property is nowin. To refence this 


property, all fence posts being available on the property 


from hard wood, and to erect a small area of chain link 


fence protectipgthe Pilot Plant, tools, equipmenj,, and 


buildings, there will have to be 	 ilns 


erected, the lumber being obtainable locally at the mill, 


and at a lw price. Punps,ppe,ptors, washing equipment,, 


tools, etc., will be provided as well as the 


rehabilatation of the buildings all of which were des-


troyed by fire just prior to World War II. Core drilling, 


reopening of the old pits, and the washing and hand-


picking of the concentrates will be done during this 


period of exploration work, The former practice of having 


to ship concentrates to distant points for hand-picking 


and washing is not advisable nor practical, and in such 


an operation as is contemplated, it is essential that all 


of this work be done right on the property, and it is our 


intention to build the small amount of equipment necessary 


for this operation and c onduct the same with experienced and 


competent help in conjunction with the state of Arkansas, 


Department of Geology.
- lS -
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Kimberlite Diamond Mine's 


'A. B. J. Hammett - Owner" 


III • APPLICA.NT PROPERTY RIGHTS 


(c) The (Hammett Diamond Mine), formerly known as the 


old (Kimberlite Diamond Mine), is owned entirely by 


A. B. J. Hammett of SO9 Victoria National Bank 


Building, Victoria, Texas. Complete ownership and 


title have passed to A. B. J. Harnmett, and was re-


corded in the official records of Pike County, 


Arkansas, City of Murfreesboro, October 23, 19S2. 


This is the first time in the history of this pro-


perty that a single ownership has existed. It is 


free from all claims, leins, encumbrances, and 


all taxes have been paid. 


-'3-







H Haminett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Haimnett Owner" 


IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


U


(c) On December iS, l9Li8, the United States 


Bureau of Mines reported on the Arkansas 


Diamond investigation as follows: 


It was known that Pike County Ark-


ansas contains a peridotite pipe 


similar to the pipes of South Africa 


which have produced so many Diamonds 


in the past. The area had caused 


considerable interest since its dis-


covery. Information indicated some 


SO,000 Diamonds had been recovered 


of which about 80% were considered 


to be of good quality of Industrial 


grade". 


.
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"Harnmett Diamond Mine1' 


"A. B. J. Hammett - Owner 


IV. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT 


(c) GEOLOGICXL FEATURES OF THIS PROPERTY, (The Hammett 


Diamond Mine), are thoroughly described in pithlished 


articles attached hereto, from the U. S. Geological 


S
	


Survey Bulletin No. 808, and detailed information can 


be obtained from the Bureau of Mines report No. L15L19, 


as the Geological features of the (Kimberlite Diamond 


Mine) property, (Harrrmett Diamond), and the (Prarie 


Creek Diamond) area are practically the same. 
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I.


V. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT 


(c) The owner and applicant is financially able to carry 


out his end of this exploration project. He has been 


engaged successfully in business ownership, management, 


organization, and exploritory work on projects for the past 


3S years, and will personally supervise the contemplated 


operation together 1th competent engineers and geologists 


on the staff of the State Geology Department of Conser-


vation, State of Arkansas. 


A permanent residence is maintained by the applicant at 


701 North Washington Street, Victoria, Texas, and a 


permanent business office is also operated by the 


applicant at SO9 Victoria National Bank Building, Victoria, 


Texas. At the present time, the applicants main business 


is President of his corporation, Victoria Development 


Company Incorporated, which is developing and building 


a Multi-Million dollar suburban business center in 


Victoria, Texas.


.
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Kimberlite Peridotite Area" 


"The Kimberlite peridotite area is in a cleared tract on the 


crest of a low hill in the SW.	 NW.	 sec. ]J, T. 8 S.R. 


2S W.	 The map of this area (pl.l) shows by patterns only the 


observed and reported occurrences of the rocks. 	 The peridotite 


is not revealed in natural exposures.	 It is covered with yellow 


5 to red surficial clay, a few inches to a few feet thick, derived 


largely from the weathering of the Trinity formation, which at t 


• the surface	 at this locality consists of yellow, red, and brown 


clay.	 The dike that is exposed in the trench farthest east at the 


Kimberlite mine (fig.Li.) is probably an eastward continuation of 


the large mass of peridotite in this area. 	 The form of the intrusion, 


to judge from present exposures, is that of a crescent-shaped dike 


which strikes northeast and has a length of at least 700 feet and a 


width of possibly 100 feet at the surface. 


Exposures indicate that the clay of the Trinity in contact with the 


peridotite was metamorphosed ihto a vitrified clay for a few feet at 


least, away from the contact when the peridotite was intruded, but 


Since then the clay.has weathered so inuchthat it is now only a little 


harder and lighter in color than the clay that was not metamorphosed. 


Many inclusions of black shale, derived from the Paleozoic shale beneath, 


occur in both the fresh and the disintegrated peridotite, and some of 
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' Igneous Rocks 


them reach 2 inches in diameter. They are baked by heat from the 


intruding peridotite, and although they are much weathered near 


the surface they remain harder than the ordinary black shale, 


whizh is widely exposed in the Ouachita Mountains on the north. 


Veins of white barite and of yellow paligorskite with the fibers 


parralled to the walls of the veins cut both the fresh and the 


altered peridotite. The hard, unaltered peridotite, known locally 


as U hardebankfl , occurs as two small patches a few feet acroos in 


the southwestwardtrending trench at the west boundary of the mass. 


Elsewhere it has disintegrated to a soft green and yellow earth. 


The unaltered rock is dense, tough, porphyritic, and greenish black and 


is sinlilar to the intrusive peridotite found in a part of the Prairie 


Creek area. 


.
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"Relation of the Peridotite to the Other 
Igneous Rooks of Arkansas" 


The peridotite in the Caddo Gap quadrangle is as has been pointed out 


by Williams, related in age to the other igneous rooks of Arkansas.. 


The igneous rocks in other parts of the State consist of nephelite 


syenite, pulaskito,. and related 1nstx'usive rocks and occur in four small 


areas in the ea.tern part of the Ouachita 'Mountain region arid in the northwest 


border of the Gulf Coastal Plain. One of these areas is in the Fourche 


tffaountain region, near Litt . e Rock, Pulaski County;' a second is near Bauxite, 


Saline County; third is at Magnet Cove, Hot Spring County; and the fourth 


is at Potash Sulphur Springs. Garland County. In addition there are hundreds 


of dikes of ineou3 rock scattered here arid there over much of the east half 


of the Ouachita 1ountain region. Concerning these dikes Williams says: 


Outside of these four typical regions there are nany dikes 
of igneous rock iich as far as their petrographic charac. 
teristics are concerned might be associated as well with one 
group(region) as ruth another and which are, as a matter of 
fact, probably directly connected with none of them, although 
formed from the same magma from which they all derived their 
material. 


The rocks in the dikes include ti.nguaite, fourchite, ouaciiitite, and monc-


hiquite. Of these the monchiquite is more closely related in composition 


to the peridotite in the Caddo Gap quadrangle than ar other,' for it is 


5	 composed mainly of altered olivine and augite and at some places contain 


much biotite.
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11incra10 of Ark3nastt
	


Page 1114 cootlnue 


of tiio 1)e Queen a Cddo Cap 
mcranfteD, rkaria& 


"U. I. 


"Thalletin O8" 


of the Periotite" 


,,The peridotite of cacti of th sovoral ocouxrences is s1i1ar to that of 


the otber3, an although there is no turfaco cnncctio bottreori thse 


oceurrencee, to	 t1arity of tho rocks makes it seem very' px'obb1c that 
the rocks are of cozn origin ond are connectod beneath the 3uzface. 
Tho ic typee of pordotio wore aprcpt1r forrLed by three di3ttnct 
OeA'i outbrste, but they' are oo e1osci rolated that thcr .pi',bb1y 


prese*t ottccesive ote in a ing1e period of roIcanic activity. 


Pz'OOrt evidence indite3 the ineou histoi' of the rcio Cot forth 
be2ow. 


irat the intr'u3ivo ,,ertdotito vise in3ected upy ard into the C*'bonifex'oua 
and rmo Cre OcooV roc. Then volcanic ep1oions broke up into miU 


fragnts tot on1 nich cf the intrusi periotite but 1so oorn of the 


shale and andttono of Carboniferous age. In the Prato CDeok peridotite 


area the fragnonts were atpprent2y ejected into the air and then deposited in 
inclined iaror, hich have 5ince been hardened, becoming a breccia.. 


A second ronp of exploCto probably took place, forming the tuff and closely 


asaooiated fine .grainod breocia of the Prairie Creek area. e distribution of 


thesO rocks and their relation to the intrusive peridotite. d to the volctnio 


breocia agarenUy indic3to that they ore the ro)nrer.0 


. 
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Comarison of Arkansas and South African Rocks" 


"The peridotite of Arkansas is generally believed to be similar in character and 


mode of occurrence to that of South Africa, and the exact points of similarity 


are here recorded. Wagner, who has carefully studied the South African diamond 


deposits, says of them: 


The'pipes represent deeply eroded, funnel-shaped volcanic necks of the Maar type, 


which appear to have been formed by the violent explosive liberation at the earth's 


surface of highly compressed vapors and gases, emanating from a deep-seated, tilt-


rabasuc magma. They are occupied, as a rule by nonvolcanic detritus derived from 


the shattering and conuninution of the rocks pierced by the exp].osions, by fragmentary 


material derived from trituration of kimberlite(peridotite) and at greater depth by 


solid plugs of the later rock. 


Dealing first with the ralationship of pipes tO fissures, we have learned that the 


magma in its ascent appears invariably to have been guided to within a greater or 


less distance of the original surface by planes of structural weakness in the earth's 


crust. The earliest eruptions appear to have been in the nature of mighty explosions, 


which resulted in blowing out of funnel-shaped apertures. The bulk of the material 


forcibly ejected during these outbursts no fell back thnto the vents, which at one 


stage of their history may thus have been more or less completely occupied byonon-


volcanic detritus".
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"Igneous Rocks 


" The peridotite is younger than the Trinity formation, of Lower Cretaceous 


age, as is showen(l) by the high dip of the contacts beween the peridotite 


and the nearly horizontal beds of the Trinity,(2) by the metamorphism of the 


clay of the Trinity adjacent to its contact with the peridotite, arid(3) by 


the occurrence in the peridotite of fragments of clay and pebbles derived from 


•	 the Thinity. 


The peridotite is of the same age as or older than the Tokio formation of Upper 


Cretaceous age. This is shown by the fact that the lower beds of the Tokio on 


the Riley place and on the Twin Knobs, near Murfreeboro, contain altered ser-


pentine grains and fragments of peridotite. Although these grains and fragments 


were waterlaid, there is a probability that they were ejected as fragmental 


material from one or more near-by vents rather than washed by streams from per-


idotite exposures. The belief that the peridotite is not younger than the Tokio 


is supported by the fact that the Tokio rests upon the peridotite at the American rr: 


mine and at the Black Lick. 


From the foregoing facts it must be concluded that the peridotite is younger 


than the Trinity formation, of Lower Cretaceous age • The volc.nic activity that 


produced the peridotite probably accompanied the down warping of the Mississippi e 


embayment early in the Upper Cretaceous epoch'." 


.
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"Comparison of Arkansas and South African Rocks" 


"Wagner divides the diamond-bearing of South Africa into two types, both of which 


occur as intrusives and as volcanic breccias. One of these is a "basaltic kim-


berlite", rich in olivine and poor in mica, and the other is a "mica peridotite". 


Both types arediamond-bearing in South Africa, but the first has produced most 


of the diamonds. 


The quotations and abstracts given above, which outline very briefly the type of 


eruption and describe the diamond-bearing rocks of South Africa, serve as a basis 


for comparison with the diamond-bearing rocks of Arkansas. In South Africa work 


has proceeded to great depths-3,60l feet in the Kimberlite Mine - and the ologic 


relations are known in considerable detail, whereas in Arkansas only the surfacth 


of the ground has been scrathhed. Nevertheless rather striking points of similarity 


between the diamond-bearing rocks of South Africa and of Arkansas are evident. 


The viloence of the volcanic explosions by which the South African vents were 


produced and the extent to thich the kimberlite and country rock were shattered and 


mixed together in the vents have been emphasized. In Arkansas the peridotite was 


evidently much shattered and the Explosive violence brought to the surface Paleozoic 


rocks that lay far beneath the surface. Injection breccias that are composed 


of shattered country rock mixed with a small proportion of volcanic material and 


that have the characteristics of diles have been identified in both areas". 


.
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"Comparison of Arkansas and South African Rocks" 


The relief of pressure occasioned by these earlier explosions must be assumed 


to have led to the ascent of the magma into the pipes, where it appears, as a 


rule to have given rise, by successive eruptions, to a number of distinct colutns 


of Kimberlite (peridotite) and Kimberlite tuff. 


The material that occupies the vents Wagner describes as follows: 


It has been pointed out that in so far as the pipe filling is concerned, the rocks, 


pierced by the explosions, the kimberlite magma, and the atmosphere have all 


contributed. 


We may divide the foreign matter of the pipes into three principal grnups-rock 


fragments derived from the adjacent pipe walls; xenoliths (included fragments) of 


rock thich have beenbrought up from below: masses of rock vhich to attain the 


position in which we now find them, must have fallen into the pipes from above. 


The pipe rock proper consists of kinberlite and of material derived from its 


brecciation, cornminution, a.nd descomposition. 


The microscope reveals the fact that among the products comprehended under the 


gneral term of blue ground three mainiarieties may be distinguished0 These 


are the true kimberlite tuff or kiherlite breccia, injection breccia, and dec-


omposed kimberlite. As greater depths are attained in the mines the products we 


have hitherto beendealing with, as one would naturally expect, are replaced in 


increasing measure by	 or kimberlite, the parent rock, to the tritu-


ration and decomposition of which they own their origin,
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"General 


"The sedimentary rocks of the Caddo Gap and De t Queen quadrangles originally lay 


nearly horizontal. The CretaceOus strata are still nearly horizontal, but they 


have been tilted so that they have a low southward dip, and the Paleozoic strata 


are inclined at high angles, so that their edges appear at the surface. 


When the Paleozoic rocks are crossed from north to south, they are found to lie in 


a series of anticlines and synclines, and in few places, they have suffered dis-


placement by faults. The greater part of their folding and faulting took place 


near the middle of the Pennsylvanian epoch, although slight warping occuried at 


a much earlier time. 


To aid in understanding the structure of the quadrangle the structure sections in 


Plate iS are introduced. These sections represent the structure as it is inferred 


from the position of the beds observed at the surface, but they are on too small 


a scale to show all the minute structural detaiis. 


I
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"Structur e' 


ttln many of the South African vents recurring volcanic activity 


produced compound pipes that are formed of slightly different 


rocks and that even bear diamonds of disimilar character. 


Petrographic studies have shown that in Arkansas there are at 


least three types of rock, only one of which carries diamonds in 


considerable qantity."
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Miser and Purduc report in the U. S. G. S. Bulletin 808, "Geology 
of the DeQueen and Caddo Gap Quadrangles, that the known pro-
duction of diamonds from Pike County, Arkansas, prior tbo the end 
of 19 23 includes at least 10,--- stones. Records of the Ark-
insas Department of Revenue indicates production of 3,972.8L1 carats, 
valued at 5 dollars per carat, in the period of 1923-31. No pro-
duction was reported between 1932 and l9L.8. 
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IV. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT 


(d) GEOLOGICAL FEATURE OF THIS PROPERIT,. LOCATION & 


ACCESSABILITY, the (Haimnett Diamond Mine.), formerly 


(Kimberlite Diamond Mine) is located approximately 


two (2) miles North East of Murfreesboro, Pike County, 


Arkansas, and approximately 2.S miles North East of the 


Prarie Creek Diamond area. A hard surfaced road extends 


from Murfreesboro State Highway No. 26 for approximately 


one (i) mile, and then leads on a fair country county 


.


road constructed by the C. C. C. some years ago for 


approximately another mile, and thereafter, approximately 


mile of road through the woods, such road now being 


lumber roads, and permission has been granted for the 


widening of the road, and improvement of the same to-


gether with a co-opeartive program by the authorities 


of Pike 0ounty to improve the roads to this mining pro-


perty. 


-	 The Murfreesboro-Nashyille Railroad operates between 


Murfreesboro and Nashville, connecting with a branch of 


the Missouri Pacific to its main line at Hope, Arkansas. 


Gocri bus service is maimtained and Murfre@sboro itself 


is a small community of approximately 1,000 population 


with lumbering its main industry. 
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July 6, 1954 


Mr. A. B. 3. Hammett 
509 Victoria National Bank Building 
Victoria, Texas 


Dear Mr. Harniaett: 


This is in reply to your letter of June 29. As I mentioned in our 
discussion of the previous week, our office will be very happy to give 
you geologic assistance on your proposed investigation of your d.iaraond 
property in Pike County. If this work is undertaken in the near future, 
we will be able to furnish you with considerable geologic assistance 
including the examination and description of core and test pit samples 
within a short time after you have obtained the samples. We, of course, 
are not able to do the test drilling ourselves because of limited 
facilities,


Norman F. Williams 
Director, Division of Geology 
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VI. ESTIMATE OF COSTS, for this proposed work are grouped 


as0 follows, and at a later date after xntact has 


been made with the D, M. E. A. District Represen-


tative, a detailed breakdown of these costs will be 


submitted, and thereafter they will be adjusted 


periodically as such costs may be determined. 


(a) Independent contracts will probably cover 


some core drilling, bull-dozing, and drag-


line work, arid it is estimated that $2,000.00 


will do the work. -----------------$ 2,000.00 


(b) LABOR, SUPERVISION, CONSULTANTS, it is believed 


that the wages, salaries and fees for necessary 


labor supervision and engineering and Geologic 


consultation will not exceed $5,000.00. ------5,000.00 


(c) 0PERATINW MATERIALS & SUPPLIES, will include ele-


ct±icty, gasoline, oil, fuel, small tools, etc., 


and it is believed that these costs will not 	 r 


exceed $2,000.00. ------------------2,000.00 


(d) OPERATING EQUIPNT, will be rented where 


possible, some of the smaller units such. 


as motors, gas engines, pumps, screens, 


classifiers, washers, etc., will be pur-


chased or biiilt on the property, and it is 


estimated that the total for all operation 


equipment will not exceed $5,000.00. --------5,000.00 


S	 - 17 -







"Hammett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Harnmett - Owner" 


VI. ESTIMATE OF CQSTS 


(e)REHABILITATION & REPAIRS, will consist of liv-


ing quarters, engineering and mill quarters, 


tools, and machinery- shed, rebuilding of fence, 


etc., all of rough cut lumber procured from mills 


at low prices, the total cost believed will not ex-


ceed$2,OO.00.------------------$ 2,OO.00 


(f) NE BUILDINGS, IMPROVEMENTS, INSTALLATION, It will 


be necessary- to deepen a present water well, to 


install a chathildlink fence for plant protection, 


to purchase wire for new fence on property, 


etc., with a total cost believed not to 


exceed $2,000.00.--------------------------------2,000.00 


(g) MISCELLANEOUS, All items that would be classi-


fied under miscellaneous are believed to fall 


within a cost th will not exceed $500.00. - - - 	 500.00 


(h) CONTINGENCIES & ITEMS, as well as added ex-


penses not included in the above estimates 


are believed to be of a total that will not 


exceed $1,000.00.-----------------1,000.00 


PROJECT ESTIMATE TOTAL 	 $20,000.00 
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"Harnmett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J Hammett - OwnerU 


VII. FINANCIAL 


(a) I have read the regulation and proposals where in 


Government participation in exploration work is con-


cerned, and I am prepared to furnish my share of 


S the cost of this proposed project in accordance 


with the Government regulations. 


S
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. 
Haminett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J, Hamjrjett - Owner" 


VII. FINANCIAL 


(b) I will furnish my share of the cost of this pro-


posed project by furnishing my portion in money 


and if it is do desired, I will deposit the amount 


of money in a special bank account furnishing 


the D. M. E. A. with acow of such deposits, or 


I will handle the matter in any other manner that 


may be deemed proper and in accordance with pro-


cedure.


- 20 -
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r	 I. 
"Hanmiett Diamond Mine" 


"A. B. J. Harnmett - 


S


CONCLUSION5 


There is no question with regard to the existance 


of diamonds, Industrial and Gem value on this pro-


perty. There is no question as to the need for such 


a property to be developed in the United States. 


There is no question about the markétifor the product. 


There is no question about the need by our Government for 


5


	


	 a domestic source of supply of Industrial Diamonds. 


The (Harnmett Diamond Mine) is a valuable, good pro-


perty with enough work having been done in the past 


to justify a thorough exploratory project to deter-


mine the amount of this deposit and the best method of 


commercial operation, 


It is the first time in the History of U. S. Diamond 


properties that a property of this kind is available 


for an operation under one ownership, thus, assuring 


complete understanding and co-operation without costly 


delays between all agencies in the undertaking of the 


proposed exploratory work. 


- 21 -
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January 12, 19 


Me*orandum 


To:	 Admini5tratoz' 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: A denial of eloratioa assistance and sury report. 


By: 1*wrence 0. ifouk 


1. Docket No. DMF.k3423 Diamonds 
Property: .Harett Dianc* Mine (Kimberlite. Mine) 


Pike County, Arkansas 


Applicant: A. B. 3. Wie.tt 
5 Victoria !tional	 k Building 
Victoria., Toxai 


Application Form 'M4O3 received July 23, l954 
Work proposed: Rebuild some of the roads to clear away 


ezisting undergrowth. To erect sU area of chain 
link fence. Some rough bui]4inga. ezeoted. Pumps, 
pipe, motors, washing suipment, tools., will be 
provided as well as 'rehabilitation of old buildings. 
Core drilling and reopening of old pita. 


Amount requested O,OOQ.00	 '	 . 
No contract: Application dented.	 . 


2. Coements:	 . 


The application does not present a clear program for 
ezploration of the property. The applieant did not under-
stand the nature of the exploration assistance program and 
after 'di8cUsaton$ with Mr. Clinton 'C. Znox of the Field 
Team etates. he is disappointed and lightly confused by the 
program.. He, no doubt, eXpected being set .i in buninesa 
by the Goverient. W. Haamett indicates in his letter of 
November 30, 1954, that ho y start a washing and mining 
operation. The Field Teem Report recommends denial. 1) 
Insufficient data were obtainable to support a contract8 
(2) Field Team's examination failed to reveal geologic 
possibilities of a worthihi1. discorery., (3) Applicant did 
not make a definit, proposal or indicate any suggested more 
definite practicable plan that would be acceptable. . (4). 
Applicant, stated that he vu1d not allow samples to be . ' 
removed from the property fcr testing.
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FEB 9t9S5 


ffi'., A, fl. J. esti 
509 Victoria tio*:L I*k 


_________	 -

Victoria, 7a3a


ie* Do*et . 
ma 


iaberUti Win.) 


Pike Count7, 1rcan.as 
Dear *'.	 ettz 


Psferene. is d. to your letter of J.mar 25, 1955, 
the s*bJ.et application. 


Vt*r ec*tte on th flefene. Minerals xp1ortion 
Ad*tz4str.tio	 ram bay. bss refuU3 noteL This otfio did

fl interpret your letter of iO1,or )O, li4, to *'. CUnto* C. 


a request far vitMre*1 of 	 application, therefore, 
ye e,tin4 to *oceee it to e,1etion,	 1sir the rules and 
reialsti*a on hii Oov.rnnt .rileration s4sistanee ts 
7 pep* failed to .lif becauipe the g*bo2ogie probiUty of 


a significant discovery *s riot considered enfticiontiy 
fab)a to $I*$tify Gaverr*ont psrtiipation	 not becaus. of 
1*IPUfft.I.I,I$ reserves as you have indio&t.4. 


f_ donisi- of ; application for .lortion. assistance 
sbáeId not be coneidered as a ooe6ssonation of y pz lup.r a 


Vain ** qjovnl of	 fonse )tirs]s 1p1oreticei Adal*tatv. 
tisa .ontanet *2ld be iut.'prete4 a a Ouverraisrit .ndowoiLt of 
ycer prop.rty.	 - 


To	 knoviedge nO 1)st.nae t.ra1s	 lcw.ti Ainistx*' 
ti tt.34 tesa recrt Ms beia released to a property	 r wI

no sacoptioc to this rn)a has isim d. bpr tha Msbingtoc off1s. 
These reperts are aid. fos' Iha etfi4a*t1a1 . of the. G'*snt 


n	 ict four pubu dis1 ..toc.,	 -. . 


%e xegret that	 aim ritma&t*i bes ariiin in 
ti* 4th yw application.


8taesvs3y 7*, 


- -	 .	 S 	


. 	 Adsinistrati, ..... 
LOlLi*sgiui fl/	 . .,	 - . -.	 .. 
Lnnv tnt £h... 11 -wti.. .-	 - --	 .	 . riwia saa, Segisa IV....1&. Kiilsga*rd, 5222 Docket	 '*	 ndlar, 3518	 Mr. louk







Victoria, Texes 


,	 January 25, 1955 


The U. S Department of the Interior 
Defen8e N.nera1s Exploration Administration 
Washington, D. C.	 .	 .	 .	 .	 . .	 . : 


Attention: Mr. Nittendorf 
Administrator


Be: Docket D14EA-3423 - Diamonds 
S	 Haininett Diamond Mine, (Kimbérlite 


IDiamond Mine), A. B. 3. Haminett 
Pike Couflty, Arkansas 


Dear Mr Mittendorf 


I have just received your letter of January 19 which is a rather disappointing letter 
in several respects First of all, in my let t.er of November 30 to Mr Clinton Knox, 
I made it crystal, clear that I was not interested as of that date in any D!A, Govern-' 
ment participation in my project from the standpoint of p1oratory work, and that, 
in ite1f automatically cs.ncelied ny earlier application to the Department. 


In view of my letter of November 30 and" its contents, the second and third paragraphs 
of your letter of January 19, which, in a sense is a recorded sabotage and condemn-
ation of this property; was entirely unwarranted, uncalled for and unjustified.. 


Mr. Knox was advised of my desire not to'participate in any manner at all where in 
your program was concerned because of the extreme amount of red tape and cost to a 
legitimate mining man in Administrative expenses in order to procure some assistance 
on additional exploration work. It was further stated and made clear that I had. 
intended to work from our original core drilling and our information which we have 
On. this propert7 ndis'kaown to us as far as these deposits are'concerned and that 
what I had decided, as an operation of production at this time rather than. 
experimental work such as your Exploratory work covers. 


This seems to be sort of a usual pattern that has been followed many times in offices 
in Washington, D C. A record is made condemning a good piece of property upon which a 
Government employ or his staff have never made an examination, that would justify 
their statements 


\ The on1r time that. the Government has ever been asked to step onto this property by 
me was at the time Hr Icnox visited itLth me in the Fall of 1954 and as I recall 


\ hls personal attitude, statements, and opinion of this property at the time he 
\visited it certainly was a complete reverse to anything that you have indicated to 
ie in your letter and at that time it was Mr Knox's intention to proceed with 
orma]. papers for further Ianeral Exploration on another part of this propertr if I







- 
so desired L.nd here again, I wish to point out that in my- letter of November 30, 


I definitely- rejected any xploratory assistance hat had been applied for and 
that, in itself, made it entirely unnecessary for your office to put into your 
file a lette and an article denying this assistance and for the reasons you state. 


With regards to your last paragraph, it is true that the report made by . Knox 
upon this iersonal piece of property was confidential and for the use of the 
Government. However,, I know where such reports . have been made by the Government 
in this same area and have been released to the: property owners and .1 therefore 
cannot understand why you would cnoose to make an exception n my case. I would 
further ask your good office by just what method you arrive at whether there are 
sufficient reserves or not in a piece of property when you have never drilled one 
hole in it which is the purpose of the DIA'5 function 	 . 


So far I have not been able to contact anyone occupying. a. •dek in Washington, D. C. 
or an Engineer, private or Government who have X-ray eyes and have been able to 
determine the extent of deposits such as. the function.of your .dministration :S to 
determine through actual work and physical operations.' I have spent a great deal 
of my time in Washington, D. C. and am fairly well acquainted with representatives 
who, I Em suré, will agree wholeheartedly with me on this matter. 1. might add that 
your letter of Jan'ttary 19 in reply to mine of N'ovember 30 required no answer from 
you whatsoever other thazi an acknowledgement that I had withdrawn my application 
and was a direct contradiction to the . information given me in your office in Wash-. 
ington, D. C. which was the basis upon which I spent time axd money to prepare the 
material hich your office required with the original application 


I will be very much interested in finding out, which 1 intend to make it part of my 
business to do, just why such confliction in as important a type of Exploratory work 
as this should be thought of in the manner disólosed by your letter of January 19. 


Yours very truly, 


	


/sf	 B. J. Hanmiett 
A ]3. J Haimnett 


tBJH pk


	


COPY,.	 ..







JAN19 1955 


*. A B. J.tt 
509 Yictziris tt&al ak 


Victoria 1 .x*e
k$ *kst o. D A'34Z3 P14s 


15MMtt Dts	 Wete 
(T1I*z'1tt* tn) 


Ptk.	 £rksn*ae ,*r *. Thtt 


Eè*f.,e is 4s to yOW *p?iiøttiá tc .zlorat1an 
**sisti*e at The ntabj.ct propert)' * your letter f oeeber 3C, 
1954, to Mr. ii*tn C. Kn, x.c*tio C(tt*&r cr flegis VI. 


Projects approved b the 1,teese )Us.erals tq,lonttei 
Mainist"$joe tst, ifl its Jsnt, shuv d.ti*lt, premis. at 7i1dig aat.ria] t as*ptabs gree 1* q*sstit.i*e that will attaifleanti iaprvs the isiner1 szpp1, positL* tr the N*tIQSI&I Listen.. rt,gran. 


Carefi1 stuty st 11 mr iatørstioa i*di*s.tø* to us that the pro*bi1ity of disc]3sth1 dgnittsait reserves of di*nodi ' 7 proposed prsgrea is nat m*tttoiently prcsiiz*ig to 3uat14 Gomset psrtieipaticn. We regret ti advise en, 'xnSar thane oirestsa..s, thet y appliesttc,i, for ep1oratton udst**e. is 


tm r,malte of the fte34. teSIL einatin are 131ettde,tja1 for the anà of' the eo *LLt ly and are not relaued to prop.rty Ve via to thenk	 for tir laterest in 
Prozu and ti*" isgtng y' rport' to r attonttot. 


4seer.lj ysere, 


ni 


Matàiatretor
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQ10 L7:nat	


1 


BUREAU OF MINES



P.o,Box 431

JOPLIN. MISSOURI


Dscasber 31, 19S1i 


JJAJW 


waett (insr1it.) Di*axd Mine



1'1tk. Coaty, *rkansu 


! 1int*t C, Zucx 
)(tnin Zngin..r 


	


Apj tsttn Do.kst	 %Z3 (diamonds) 

A.B.J. Hu.tt 


5O Victoria Iatt..s1 $snk Bui].d*ng 

iet4iria, Tox. 


Xxs ruports. to tbs.A*ljt.6 i.tsPn 2. 	 the ONA 
Operating Citt.., the ab.ct sppUcatiot wa* reviews4 and 	 .d •	 ummrthy ot urth.r. s.ndntii. Later, hNnr, s field usig 
mint in southeastern ac1, sttord.d a oportwiit for this 
w,itu to arrange x.tursing ia Kurtraesbero, 4rksss, *.r. the 
dm of October 25 was 4sisd to disc'z*amthg the subject £Wlicatiofl, 


• •*nd .*s4ing the prc.rtj 4th the iiiaant, Obvious] ha bad 
• b.ccin it .mEi*21 with the ares so *1ed a )..eat ..pdrier 
to take us to the prepe$y which firmll7 was fd ft*r inch 


• dr.tting aM searohilLg slrnsg the dim ira • forsst twsUa, 


No records, written statemints, or credthts rsoelleottens 
• war. d. amLlabl* oonsoirnbg the *ctua1 data * the zvcU. 	 • • 


	


• aM .3rn'atery driUing r.ported doM there years .go, or es.	 • 
e.rnicj the a1u. and isiea1 ióL of the di**ssda believed to •	 • • • • baii been produsod dwring the *iiou*Ly 	 .arnt of a	 thet 


•	 wasdosth.re.	 •:••.	 •	 •	 •, 


The tota1 aiwtaos ares of intruat p.riodattt* (har 
bin'), piriodotite breeds ("yeUow o blue gromd"), and 


• • YelC*33ic bz,ocis-tutf tn*3*ded in this sc 	 ad (isber to plug, 


•	 •	 ••	
•	 0:	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •


— VlOud by 


EA OPERATIi'G COMtE 


//O- SS-•	 •	 •	 •	 •-_= 
•	 ••	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •••	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •.-.-.•,	 -
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. 


The Ga.re dianQag *t*fng prert7 istieh the pli.snt 
stated is new th. total s*tent of l'tis sianrehip and oset,.]. in the 
SzI*, in.1'ea sll at the B/2.tt/* of tiee3?. 1$,, 1, 
25 V., ?3	 Ark. It is s	 43os drlins, das esat at 
the viUs at Mvrasabeo9 


3ine. the	 direst asosas roads to the e.rty 
qpsnt17 ho bes ebsnm$, the .xmdaatioa tiip h4 to be 


t,s,sling the roaantt iq.nd rood senth*ata free 
rtrososo 5 4]... threngh the ho$xi* Cz.k 4ts*ind aree along 


the Little MIaaoui Ziior, iiad thee &ttar tiveing off nss'ther]y as a Mrtew laggtng reed t Øeet.3 4boo, £ dii toast trail i*a feiqad *jch L.d *bm* 3/24].e west to tb. old $aas on the spltuntts prope. 


beept for the roanins of the &4 heses, a weU, and son. 
at the tow toot pits and a sL'Imr tzsnOes (as i'idtd 


on the spUos,*it'. nth nep) ) litt]* .,tm,*.	 tonod in to, hesyy	 at aà]r_eoathij ninln r Isiing boon dons in thA M2i r, bonrily — 4 treet whieh li *13. the nrrowidtng a. ssiskly	 rto to the oigi*al virtual. 3*. 


This wit.p . dolvvnesd br that to. sppliMnt had had ISLP owt at interest In tht. laberjft. IrZ.t) prop.rt, and bed boon iwetrw*ntsl is coadwating son. of the paeiowtory wek, along 4th	 .aidtry,	 l*le, eanasattag and s34clag that 
z'.psrt.dl.y wes den. thero in l%2. Also be pointed ont saw at the 
lend lines that he bed d*M in I%* 


Tb. app].Loant .tstd that the 4.rhsasaa a.op4.a1_Sw' 
bed offered to do all the a.a.arj teobetoel e snIling werk as the p.ape..4 *arst1on jnsjot and 3d an anger drill fer we. thoan.. Ms ale. stated that an enpsrigu*,d gporeter, who n. he iw not at libert to dinl, t.Miniiey had been ..g to be La - at the 1op000d pr.jost wp*t.















UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION


L 
P. 0.. Box #431



Joplin, rissouri


December 23, 1954 


A. 13. J. H	 tt	 .•:. 
509 Victoria Nat 11. Bk. Bldg.. 
Victoria, Texas	 te: Docket	 A-3423• (diamonds) 


hammett (Kimberlite) Mine 
Dear fr. Hainmett:	 Pike County, Ark. 


This is to acknow1ede your letter of 1ovémber 30. 
I regret this delay due to other pressing assignments which also 
aave prevented . conpletion of wy report to be .subn-4tted to Washington, 
covering my' examination of your property with you on October 25. 
Admittediy, my delay on completing that report., prior to receiving 
your letter, was 'with expectations that you might present necessary 
details for an exploration project proposal on about 10-acres of 
the most favorable-appearing part of your property, as we discussed 
there. I gathered froza your letter, bcMever, that instead you are 
contemplating withdrawal of your application. 


I assure you that since becoming acquainted with 
you and your' property, 30 that I.	 understand more clearly the 
particular problems confronting you, I am in sympathy with your 
viewpoint as a potential producer of strategic industrial diamonds. 
I deeply' reg1et your 'expressed disappointment in the extent of 
assistance which. I outlined as might 'be approved to meet sons o1 
those problems under the imitations o the Defense Minerals 
Eploratioñ Program.	 . .	 . .	 . 


I plan to complete and submit ny report 'to 
Wa&nington next week, but singe work by the Bureau of Mines and 
Geological $urvey members of the Field Tea' on such eiinations' 
and reports authorized, on applicant's properties, is done in a 
consulting capacity for the Government,' at the request of Di'A, 
we are' not at liberty, as you requested, to release copies of 
reports to' any individual. I am sem ding a copy of this and your 
letter to the IM1A office 'in ashinon tonight, in case that it 
should feel free to send you a copy of n report. 


Incidontly, te'rring to our c*nversation about 
Governiront iining loans, I noticed in tho Deceiter issue of the
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B J. Hammett 
50 Victoria Natl Bank Bldg 


Victoria, ex.	
November 30, 1 


Mr. Clinton C. Knox 
U.S. Dept0 of the Interior 
p . 0. Box 431 
Joplin, Missouri 	 Subject: Docket t2IEA-3423 (diamonds) 


Hainmett-Kimberlite Mine 
Dear Mr. Knox:	 Pike County, Arkansas 


I have intèndedto write you several times since our visit on the 
subject property last month, but have been extremely busy and am 
just now getting around to it. 


I enjoyed meeting you and appreciated your time spent with me in 
looking over the property. I presume you have already sent in your 
report with respect to your visit, and since this report was on a 	 x private piece of property entirely owned by myself, I presume you 
do not have any objections to sending me a copy. of your report or 
asking the Department in Washington to forward a • copy to me • 


After our visit, I can frankly tell you that I was certainly dis-
appointed as well as slightly confused with the type of so-called 
assistance that is offered under the program, and I have a feeling 
of dread when it comes to thinking about being involved with such a 
deal as you outlined. I also was considerably amused as well as 
somewhat disgusted with the information I have recently received 
from the Bureau of Federal Supply. Here. we are with officials in 
Washington going on record to tell a person how important it is to 
this Administration to have a stockpile of stragetic materials, 
especially Industrial diamonds and describe all of the elements 
pertaining to our risk and future security where such a product is 
involved and then to learn that the Bureau of Federal Supply has 
been stripped of all of its authority and buying power and that the 
divisions which have been set up for mining and the handling of 
mining matters and materials which we tax payers have spent mil-
lions of dollars to create, cannot function now because - all of 
this important matter has been turned over to the Agricultural 
Department, of all people, and they are now engaged in a process 
of trading surplus butter and eggs arid other types of surplus 
material they have for Industrial diamonds. Now, of course, there 
is only a slight fly in the ointment and that is, I am advised I 
will have to be a foreigner or go to Europe and thereby make a 
deal for some surplus butter or something else and in turn black 
market it for twentyfive times the amount that the Government 
would normally pay for Industrial Diamonds for stockpiling pur-
poses, etc.--







.	 S 


If an American Citizen, taxpayer, mine owner, has any chance of 
survival against such a practice as this, I am at a loss to know 
what it would be, and combined with the proposition you outlined, 
I would say that whoever is doing the planning in Washington on 
these matters and whoever is listening to such planning is really 
getting the treatment. 


I think possibly I will reopen my property on a small scale and 
start a washing and mining operation independent of the hazards 
and obstacles that my own country seems to feel would stop me 
rather than encourage me to continue with such a development. 


With my very best regards to you and thanking. you to send me a 
copy of your report, I am


Very sincerely yours, 


ABJH/pk	 /s/ A. B. J. Hammett
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR I	 ç 
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DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	
(4 c2 


.	 •	 •	 .	 ox.433	 •	 .	 • 
•	 •	 topZi. $i*iot*'i •	 • • •. •


Octobar 20, 95li 
A1 *IL a g $ —• jisi	 •	 •	 •	 • .	 . • 


1iøsar*. R*lph	 Eriok*on sn Tai*'*nc V. :nZsa. •	 • •	 .	 •. 


C4ologi*t$, t. S. Geoiot*1 3rv*y 
do	 15On1 ci1sozt' Spring	 Re: VOOket DA31I23 (d1*IOUds) 
d'ot Springs, Ar1*nu*


	


	 (imit) iine 
?iko CDUflt7b Mk. 


lboar irss 
•	 ith rdorenco to L 1rccsó&s i.?oflc cell to ?L •O %ptar 23k' 


A 13. C. Baaitt of liictoris eza*, hoe s..d to ot x* far a 4tecue-
SiOnOt the spplioattoa at the ottto. at his attorney, *, Lindle Uile in 
trtre.sboro on nt iknd*y x'ning, totobr 5. t'r.atni*iy ee appuoaitt's 


jwoparty will be 'visited or examined, it founL ustifiable else that 


I iatend to arrive in ZTfrecebcro Su,r night *ter octe ooi1 etM of s *xgness p opety exeidnation at XIroaid, Ok1a0 , on 
wbioh Don icL*z'e*, oloist fri*i it* )exv office is to be th ib' of the i.Zd T.**. Thretire, amos I en to be in that pe*t of the 
Region, ond* ap.sred to be the aost Zoicel time to request *. 9sim*t t 
to seet a. on the subject t13d refirral. Bsssd upon the intor,i*tion I 
ha'vs been able to dig up on the subjeet oerty, I crtsi.nli' hesitate to 
say' theta g.o1oto.3 ez*mination is rrantod at this tia. or eight ever 
revesi any thing of signifigsnoe. I s&now,lr would welecoe yor oollsbaration 
that day, uweier it at this late date, y'011 could possibly arrang. to 
coiae to	 esb*'o.	 •	 •	 : 


Paring the t 1ephoie csU rost*d* frix* 1ar'sn and 'cX.ron of 
the U$O Denver Office, Pets floroni stio spolco bristly to conoorning 
sther ield ¶aam *tter in )kl*hoina, and I tenstt'veLy *eed to meet 
lila at Jxrtreosbcro or ot Springs before rottning to Joplin that 'onday 
night the next day, to revic meter tel for a 	 Field es report

that ho is iting. Therofor., in cese you docide that a eologio 
•xeMaitton of the 2t..tt prcperty is not i*rrsnted, I *y have the 
opportunity of a.etin ou anyhow at Tht Springe. • 


Sinooroly rotn'a, 


cot	 Unton Xnox 
iWA 3p, Gc. (2, nsb.	 xecuti'vo )ffic 


Zmiwsnce, noxwifle 	 R ft i.Zd Ioaii, eg, VI 
.	 ch*nn. ien	 • 


31423 tile
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OF


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	
I 


. 0. ox#431

Joplin, ilissouri


ictobcr &, l94 


Mr. A. 13. J. Ranett 
509 Victoria Nat tl. L3ani Bldg 
Victoria, exa'	 £te: Docket 1EA34Z3 (diamds) 


teatt(i,berlito) irio 
)ear Xi. Uaett:	 Piie CQut, Ark. 


e2irrin to your taber 34 letter, tLp ias bcoi 
scheduled for e to ezairie applicants' propertie3 in 2OUtheastcrn 
C4clahoma cn Cci.ober' 23 aa 24, so I 'would be pleased t iaet you in 
Mrreesboro, ArkaLsas, on onday, (k tober 25. 


3; would like to take tb%t opportunity to tliscuss your 
iIpplicaton with you, uicI to visit te sthject popert1y it you could 
u'rangó to accompany e then. 


flease .et know well . :befO'ehi1d how ti*t propo3ed 
reetins would fit into your' busy sedule. 


Very sinoerel.y yours, 


Clinton C. rix 
zecitivo Officer' 


Cc/vks	 /	 EA Field Tear, gLon VI 


cc: IJEA Op. Corn (2). 
Robert A. Laurence, Knoxville, Term. 
Messrs. R. L. Erickson and L. V. Blade, 	 A Field Team 


Region VI., c/o U. S. Geol. Survey-Gen.Del., Hot Springs, Ark. 
3423 file







DMEA, 1rashington 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
. 


P. 0. Box #431 
Joplin, }Ltes*iri 	 Septuber 16, 1954 


Mr Robert A. Laurence, xecutive Officer 
tI4EA Fe1d Team, Region U 
Room 13, Poetoftice 	 Re: Docket 'No. IE.A-34V (Diamonds) 
Knoxville 2, Tenn.	 A. B. 3. RaLanett 


Ramett (Kimberlite) Diamond Mine 
Dear Mr. Laurence:	 Pike County, Arkansas 


This is another in rep1 to your letter of September 
2 with regard to the aboveotted field referral. 


I find that this office x'eeeied ønly one copy of 
the voiuintnous application which, however. presented insufficient 
information pertaining to the requested I&IEA loan. 2 presumed that 
you had received copies of the subject applceticn, reviews bçy the 
Cctimdity roup, and Washington correspondence. I n notice naioat-
ed thereon that copies evidently were nac1e for Mr. KoechzQann. I 
understocxl that his )ezi'ver Office of the Geological Survey was to 
serve on this Field Team's work onl3r in Iansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
Therefcre copies of all material in this docket file, except the 
application, are enclosed hertith for your inforticn. 


Supplementing zq re&arks in a September . 3 letter 
to the applicant, the enclosed cops of whioh I believe ou will find 
se1r-expltory, I think the pertinent information given tn the 
application can be sunzarised to your satisfaction in these ft 
wordes


On the proposed project to cost $20J (XX) at the old 
Kimberlite diamond iiine property embracing 80 acres, the s/2 of !u/4 
section 14, T. , R. 25, only an estimated 2,000 was for "some core 
drilling, bulldozing, and dragline work!' to be let to an indepident 
contractor. Aside from some part of 35,000 to be allowed for labor, 
supervision, and consultant 1a fees in connection with the actual 
exploratory work, the balance ts requested for clearing all the 
dense underbrush from the peridotte outcrops, building a chain-link 
fence for plant protection, construction of living, engineering, and 
mill quarters, installation of a washing and dianuzd recovery plant, 
rental and/or purch'se of equij* t, and other things which cannot 
be construed as exploration work.











IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITEP STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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CoPIEs IM&& (21 ' 
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Y	 A. B J. HAMTT 
509 Victoria Nati Bank Bldg. 


Telephone 322 
Victoria, Tezas


September 14, 1954 


Mr. Clinton C. Knox	 "	 .	 .	 " 
Executive Officer 1EA	 : 
Field Team Region VI	 Subject: Docket	 A 3423 "Diamonds'! 
P 0 Box 431	 "	 .	 ..	 ' ..,	 Hanmiett Mine	 ..	 . 
Joplin, Mis8ouri	 ..	 . .	 . .	 Pike County, Arkansas 


Dear Mr. Xrzox	 .	 .	 .	 . . 


I have just returned from the Weet Coast and. your letter of September 
3rd was on n desk. I have several other trips planned throughout the 
next months, however, if you will advise me possibly a week or ten 


• days in advance of your contemplated visit to the subject property, 1'. 
• will be vèz'y' happy to arrange my schedule to meet with yours. As 'a 


partial reply to your questioü under Item 3 (a), the 80 acres of land 
is owned outright by me and is all of the acreage that I own. At one 
time I did have .a claim on the adjoining 40 acres that have been known . 
to contain some deposits of peridotito. The main thing that I am con-


•	 cerned with je the basic 80 acres that contains 'the bulk of the known . •	 deposit and is substantial ough for a long term operation. 


4 . (b) This, portion of information wa taken from United States. 	 • 
Government material arid also from a 'report made several years ago by a . ' 
mining engineer (deceased) and former partners of the property. 1 do 
not know the yardages of the' material' 'and this information combined with' 
other information such as the logs, etc., 'if in my pos5ession would 
eliminate the necesasity of any exploratory work by the Department of 
the Interior. ' All of the records, logs, 'and engineering data were de-' 
strayed together' with other', effeàta in the fire referred to in my report. 


' 3 (c) As mentioned in the preceding paragraph, if I were in pos-
session of this information regarding drill holes, logs, and recoveries, 
at various levels,. I would not need this . Government' assistance at this 
time The orgina engineering inormation contained in Goverrment file5 


• •' and in our engineers report, I believe showed that there had been a 
definite outcropping of this peridotite in a total of 92 acres. , 	 ". , ' 


5 (b) You are 'correct 'on the proposed work and that' it will actually 
'consist wherein exploratory, drilling, 'test .spitting, trenching, clearing,. ' 
and road building to be of a minimum 'and will include ,the, main, work on 
the sites of, the old workings.	 ' •	 ', ' '	 • '	 ' ' •







.	 I 
5 (d) The State of Arkansas in their letter of July 6th, a copy 


included with my application, wil]. furnish Geologic and Engineering basic 
aesdastance tt et1* r with others with whan I have not as yet made definite 
ccmtttinents. 


6 (a) and (b) The $2,000 00 is only a partial estimated cost. Part 
of the balance 'of this ittork s to come' ut of money appropriated under 
Item 6 (t) and pereonal funds 


6 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) and (r) are items which Z intend to break down 
in proper form, after' I learn whether or not this'Governaent assistance 
is available for this project and I also intended to do this work with 
your cooperation so that the br*kdcdown would be satisfactory for the 
purpos. intended 


Sini this valuable property is now'i.rnder one ownership and I am perfectly 
willing to sake expenditures for the conduct of a good operation on this 
property together with the world-wide conditions that exist and especially 
the position the United States is ir when it canes to a supply of Industrial 
Diamonds, believe that this is a very opportune time to make an explora-
tion project on this property and to back it up with a source of supply 
for this country in the event of another emergency which is probable and 
quite possible With. a source of supply of Inthietrial Diamonds right here 
in the United States, the value to our country could be tremendous and 
I believe you will agree it would be much better for the Government to be 
doing business here at home with its patriotic people rather than to be 
depended npon our enemies nd those who havt favorable leaninga toward 
our enemies as is the case with our present foreign prducers of Industi'ial 
Dismonds and that source of supply and operation could be cut off very 
suddenly.


!ous very truly, 


ABJH ;pk	 /0/ A. 13. J, Hammett







• COP!:	 PERATING C*iMITTEE 


• UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS_ADMINISTRATION 


P. 0. Box #431

Joplin, Itissouri


Seztetbe" 3, 1954 
i1 


i. A. B. J. Wtnirnett 
509 VIctoria tIatiotv.t 3auk Bldg 
Victoria, 2exas	 Re: Dock 1EA.*3423 (diaiiode) 


ILaanett 1ine 
1)szr flr'. aut:	 Pike County, Ark. 


Your a pUcati tor a A project c*ract wtis referred 
to for field zaisol. Other' uxzt A*sin2ents, howonr, will 
prevent me frun mekIn the trip to ezarn$zte ur prerty during the 
week of bepteinber 6, as sagested ia yzr August 3 letter to 
Washingt. I will dviee you as socn as posaIe when I can schedule 
aeeting you at the property. 


In the .antIzae, to be better prepared for that exe'4nation, 
I would aippreciate receiving all the addtioua1 pert4net data ou 
iaight be a1le to obtain, or any useful Woratiou you can recall, 
especially with respect to the following eeticta which have occurred 
to me while revi.iing your alicaticrn 


Please re! to jour copy of the a2pUcation 


under item 3 (a), is the W-acu'e tract that you described 
all the land you possess or control that iy be benstitted b the 
proposed e1o?ation? The sketebse you su)itted indicate th.t you 
also n tne adjoining NW of 3W of tiflt sectia14, and that the de 
posit also extends into that as well as the tract designated as 
property of the American DincncL Cc. 


4 O) that portion of past 4%xkansas diamond production which 
reaeok*b can be attrizted to your property, is not. clear to . 
The yardages of the material was not stated fraa which you mentioned 
recoverIng 1/10 to 37/100 carats per yard during pilot plant operatian 
frarA 1932 untIl the fire. 


() Is there ar possibIlity that you ea aIn copies 
logs of the holes drIlled ther'o, and the recoveries indicated 
various level intervals, especially of the 90D-fo. hole you 


Do I understand c'*rect.ly that that peridaUte outcrop 
ji area?







/


(b) Of all the projeot work 701L proposed, X expect 
that *ily' the actual 'uzpcato1 dri13ng, teitpitt4ng, ärd/*' '. . 
trenQhlng with the very Wtt1 ot clearing and road b'1U4ing to:. 
those sit,.., and	 rehi&tvs engineering u*d geologic intex'. 
prtaticns, eoild be onetru.d as ezpLoratiCn under ezt*tjx 
t*1bA regulations. •P.as. send i* a. sketch D* and órose sections. 
to indiost your tentative locations o the prGpOP4d prO3ect WOrk 
as related to present zatt* workings and geologic tsatures 


(4) Arnog the recor dations re*4red . in y reports 
concinding fl171jPWj*) Qf	 pppje$ j5 
ing the experiee and backgrornd of the pereon tor persorn) charged 
with the super,tsoi7, geologic, and mtneeriug aspects of the 
*opossd project, perticular with respect to the *ng e' aii4 
eologte . consultants ou hare in rtd and the tees, they' uy' eharge 


as yoa piovided for under 6 (b) LIksvtae, 	 ialar1 in the 
eaplorstioit for diaaccds, pleas. .tit the person. or fj -1 
will zak. the re.oyery' anais.., and deeer*e the sethvsd ou expect 
tobeua.d.	 .	 .,	 .. • 


6(a) Ccrz ehensive exploration of the p 4ta. deposit 
y	 sedJod to cost only an eath*4.d 12,000 tar' the. prcços.d 
core illing, bulidoatug, and draUne questiab1.. 
I suggest that you id.t a careful öet1s*te of the coits, bokn 
dnsa for dei,ailed preparation of the propc..d project .ont.raat so . . 
th. It can be drated accptabl. to	 if appraved in Washington, 


6(b) Likewise, pleas. includ, an iteiuis.d schedule of 
iners, claseSs and rates of sages, salaries *' es for the neces-
5817 labor, supervision, d engiais.ring and gecgi cóneultamts. 


6(c) An iteais.d list as reqsir.d. 


6(d) Art itueiised list of the thrie categories .viped* 
(1) to be i'entedj (2) to be purchased; (3) cn.d 
byou..	 . 


6(e) Please furnish dctaled list showing the óosta, 
etc.	 . 


6(t) PIe se furnish a detailed list showing the costs of 
the bii3d1nge which. would be . needed tar cq oration 
WCly.H 


6(g) A detailed list is required showing the coet of 
repsAs, .naixenaece, ailyt4c4 w.. accounting, 
woken's.	 nsation, insurAnce, payi1l taxes, etc.
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


Auu5t U, I95Zs 


Memorandum 


To:	 . Lavrence .G. Nouk, Chief, Notunetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:


	


	 Coaodity Specialist, Construction and Cbemica

teria1s Branch 


Subject; Application of . A. B. J. Raitt, Docket No. 323, 
for aid in exploration, for diamonds 


The property under consideration comprises the S. W. j, 
and the S • E. , of the N. W. .- of Section 1)1-, Township 8, Rante 25, 
Pike County,. Arkansas, with a total area of 8o acres, and lies about 
2 miles northeast of the property of the Arkansas Diamond Company, 
which is located in Section 2]. of the same township. %4hile the 
existence of a dismond-.bearing Kimberlite pipe on this property has 
been reported in the geologioal literature, it apparently has not 
been thorouh.y explored. 


It is now proposed to spend $20,000 exp1örin the deposit. 
We doubt 'that a thorough evaluation of the property can be made for 
$20,000.


While the prospect of deve10-pin a comnrcial source of 
diamonds from this property does not seem favorable, it is suggested 
that the field teem be asked to visit it, and report its reaction to 
this application. We also suggest that, if the report is favorable, 
the field team be asked to submit its observations on how the deposit 
should be sampled and evaluated. 


aenr,sr P. Chandler







. .	 . .	 . ,	 -	 .	 :	 •	 IN REPLY REFER TO: ::cOr)	 .	 _;	 ..'	 .	 .:. 


UNITED STATES 
;1L°	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
ir	 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25 D C


July 28, 19M 


)iesoraudui* 


RFVIFW OF APPLICATION DMEA .34Z3 (diaozx1e) 


?AO t 	 L. a. ro, tefezie )tzeraIt xporation Admini3tration 
From F. L.	 TCOfl, T. , Ge1oic1 $trvey 
App1 cart' 8 rare 8Z wdress: A • 1. 3 fla*nett Tictoria, Texaa 
reie of property N&mett tiaoDd Mine (Kimberltte Mine) 
rocation of prcrerty rear Murfreeaboro, ?ike County, Arkansas 
iZZX7 of çplicxr"B propoa	 2C',)0) requeste - 


Inepert4ent	 tracts for core drlltug, bullo?ing, dragline 
ecaveLt'ton - e2,000 


reirer or	 ervi3ior1 , ecviprierrt, aupp tea, bni1dit, 
et . 


oures of iforratton ou applicant pr'perty 
t.0 . EtIlt. 540, p. 4546 
TJ.	 Fu11. 735, p. 271322 
t. E.11. p . i. 


Coients:	 Vaot production fron t?e hinberll.te Mine limited to a 
very few stones ( go% of district production from 
Arkaaaa nine). 


2• The applicant's proposal is *ague and is not supported 
by adequate data. 


3. Most of the requested funds are to be used for mine 
operation, equipment end spites. Not for exploration 
purposes. 


4. Of all the diamond properties in the Pike County area 
this property ahow the least promise of producing a 
significant quantity of diaisonds. 


ZECQ4IDAlOI: £ field referral is not warranted. Unless the 
applicant presents more ettbstantiating data and a fssible 
exploration pro3ect, I recommend the application be denied. 


. L. Newconl 


ELNewcomb him 
G-7/28/54 
Copy to Director's reading, 4212 


Branch reading, 4212 
D1EA (3) 
Docket file
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