








For the years 1998 and 1999, apparent consumption has been estimated using the fill series, linear type function in Excel.  For the year 
2000, apparent consumption was derived using several assumptions described in Brooks and Matos (2005).  Apparent consumption 
data were reported as not available in the MYB and MCS for the years 2001–06. 
 
Unit Value ($/t) 
Unit value is the value in current U.S. dollars of 1 metric ton (t) of mercury apparent consumption.  Unit value is estimated from the 
average market price of mercury in U.S. dollars per flask as reported in MP98.  For the years 1999–2006 unit value is estimated from 
the average market price of mercury in U.S. dollars per flask as reported in MCS, converted to U.S. dollars per metric ton of mercury.  
All mercury prices are based on the 76-pound mercury flask. 
 
Unit Value (98$/t) 
The Consumer Price Index conversion factor, with 1998 as the base year, is used to adjust unit value in current U.S. dollars to the unit 
value in constant 1998 U.S. dollars. 
 
World Production 
World mine production data are from the MR and the MYB.  Mercury production data for the United States, primarily as a byproduct 
of gold, copper, and zinc mining, were withheld from world mine production data for the years 1993–97 and were not available for the 
years 1998–2006. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
USGS Mercury Commodity Specialist 
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