






Asbestos Worksheet Notes 
 
Data Sources 
The sources of data for the asbestos worksheet are the mineral statistics publications of the U.S. Bureau of Mines and the U.S. 
Geological Survey—Minerals Yearbook (MYB) and its predecessor, Mineral Resources of the United States (MR).  The years of 
publication and corresponding years of data coverage are listed in the References section below.  Blank fields in the worksheet 
indicate that data are not available. 
 
Production 
Data are domestic asbestos sold or used by producers.  Data are from the MR and the MYB.  Data for the years 2003–06 are not 
available. 
 
Imports 
Data are for unmanufactured asbestos material imported into the United States.  Data are from the MR and the MYB.  Import data are 
not available prior to 1909. 
 
Exports 
Data are for unmanufactured asbestos material exported from the United States.  Data are from the MR and the MYB.  Export data are 
not available prior to 1916. 
 
Apparent Consumption 
Except for the year 1913, apparent consumption data were not published prior to 1915.  For the years 1900–09, apparent consumption 
data are estimated to equal the production (sold or used) data.  For the years 1910–12 and 1914, apparent consumption data are 
calculated with the following equation: 
 

APPARENT CONSUMPTION = PRODUCTION (SOLD OR USED) + IMPORTS. 
 
Apparent consumption data for the year 1913 and years 1915–2006 are from the MR and the MYB. 
 
Unit Value ($/t) 
Unit value is defined as the value of 1 metric ton (t) of asbestos apparent consumption.  Data for the years 1900–87 and 1991–94 are 
calculated based on the asbestos sold or used value data from the MR and MYB.  Data for the years 1988–90 and 1995–2006 are 
calculated based on the asbestos import value data from the MYB.  The major change in value in the years 2003–04 from previous 
years reflects a change to higher valued material. 
 
Unit Value (98$/t) 
The Consumer Price Index conversion factor, with 1998 as the base year, is used to adjust unit value in current U.S. dollars to the unit 
value in constant 1998 U.S. dollars. 
 
World Production 
Data are world mine production of asbestos.  Data for the years 1900–04 include only Canada and the United States.  For the years 
1904–12, data include Canada, the United States, and Russia.  World asbestos mine production data are from the MR and the MYB. 
 
References 
U.S. Bureau of Mines, 1927–34, Mineral Resources of the United States, 1924–31. 
U.S. Bureau of Mines, 1933–96, Minerals Yearbook, 1932–94. 
U.S. Geological Survey, 1901–27, Mineral Resources of the United States, 1900–23. 
U.S. Geological Survey, 1997–2007, Minerals Yearbook, v. I, 1995–2006. 
 
Recommended Citation Format: 
U.S. Geological Survey, [year of last update, e.g., 2005], [Mineral commodity, e.g., Gold] statistics, in Kelly, T.D., and Matos, G.R., 

comps., Historical statistics for mineral and material commodities in the United States:  U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 140, 
available online at http://pubs.usgs.gov/ds/2005/140/.  (Accessed [date].) 

 
For more information, please contact: 
 
USGS Asbestos Commodity Specialist 
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