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The Mineral indusTry of slovenia

By Mark Brininstool

As of 2007, Slovenia had attained European Union 
membership and had a high per capita gross domestic product 
(GDP) of about $23,000 (Economist Intelligence Unit, 2008, 
p. 20). Slovenia remained a modest producer of mineral 
resources and products, with sand and gravel as its only 
significant resource in terms of world production, and was 
dependent on imports to supply its mineral needs.

Minerals in the National Economy

In 2007, Slovenia’s real GDP increased by 6.8% compared 
with the GDP in 2006. Industrial production made up about 21% 
of the GDP in 2007, and mining and quarrying contributed about 
0.4% of the GDP. The import value of mine and quarry products 
amounted to about 2% of the value of total imports. Imports of 
energy-related products made up about 75% of the total value 
of imports of mine and quarry products; industrial minerals, 
about 16%; and metal ores and concentrates, 9%. In terms of 
value, imports of mine and quarry products exceeded exports by 
more than 11 times, demonstrating Slovenia’s dependence on 
imports of mineral products (Statistical Office of the Republic of 
Slovenia, 2008, p. 402, 451-52).

Production

In 2007, Slovenia produced aluminum, secondary refined 
lead, and steel as well as a modest amount of industrial minerals 
and mineral fuels. Aluminum production decreased by about 6% 

compared with production in 2006, and crude steel production 
increased by about 2%. In the category of industrial minerals, 
crushed stone production increased by about 24%, and sand 
and gravel production increased by about 21%, compared with 
production in 2006. Brown coal production decreased by about 
18% and lignite production increased by about 4%, resulting in 
an increase in total coal production of about 1%. Natural gas and 
crude petroleum production decreased by about 28% and 2%, 
respectively (table 1).

Structure of the Mineral Industry

Table 2 is a list of major mineral industry facilities.

Outlook

Production of minerals and mineral products will likely 
continue to be modest, and Slovenia is expected to remain 
dependent on imports, notably mineral fuels.
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TABLE 1
SLOVENIA: PRODUCTION OF MINERAL COMMODITIES1

 (Metric tons unless otherwise specified)
 

Commodity2 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
METALS

Aluminum, ingot, primary 109,800 120,700 r 138,500 118,100 r 111,016
Iron and steel, metal:

Ferroalloys, ferrosilicone 9,000 9,000 9,000 9,000 9,000
Crude steel from electric furnaces 541,000 566,000 583,000 627,000 638,000
Semimanufactures 594,000 621,000 638,939 678,869 r 715,539

Lead, refined, secondary 15,000 r 15,000 r 15,000 r 15,000 r 15,000
INDUSTRIAL MINERALS

Cemente thousand metric tons 1,300 1,300 1,500 1,500 1,500
Clays:e

Bentonite 4,000 1,000 140 130 130
Ceramic clay, crude 2,261 3 1,819 3 1,800 1,800 1,800

Pumice and related materials, volcanic tuffe 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000
Quartz, quartzite, glass sande 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000
Salt, all sourcese 125,000 1,000 803 3 1,624 3 2,000
Sand and gravel, excluding glass sand thousand metric tons 11,012 r 12,373 r 12,432 r 17,873 r 21,548
Stone, excluding quartz and quartzite, crude:

Dimension 12,603 10,667 15,262 15,000 e 15,000 e

Crushed stone 10,000,000 10,000,000 12,176,491 7,547,058 r 9,374,490
MINERAL FUELS AND RELATED MATERIALS

Coal:
Brown coal thousand metric tons 608 611 594 587 483
Lignite do. 4,222 4,198 3,945 3,934 4,079

Natural gas thousand cubic meters 4,900 5,040 4,335 4,163 3,000
Petroleum, crude 482 344 298 284 278
eEstimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.  rRevised.  do. Ditto.
1Table includes data available through March 31, 2009.
2In addition to commodities listed, coke, common clay, lime, and petroleum products also were produced, but available information is inadequate to make
reliable estimates of output.
3Reported figure. 

TABLE 2
SLOVENIA: STRUCTURE OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY IN 2007

(Thousand metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Annual
Commodity Major operating companies Location of main facilities capacity

Aluminum Talum d.o.o. Kidričevo Smelter at Kidricevo 120
Cement Salonit Anhovo Plant at Anhovo 1,120

Do. Lafarge Cement d.d. Plant at Trbovlje 600
Coal:    

Brown SOZC, Rudarsko Energetski Kombinat E. Kardelj Mines: Sasavski Rudnici at Trbovlje, 1,300
 Hrastnik, Ojstro, Senovo, and Kanizarnica  
Lignite Rudarsko Energetski Kombinat Velenje, Mine at Velenje 5,000

RO Rudnik Lignita-Velenje
Lead, metal Rudnik Mežica - Metalurgija, plastika inženiring d.o.o. Smelter at Zerjav 35
Petroleum, refined Nafta Lendava Refinery at Lendava 14
Pig iron Zdruzeno Podjetje Slovenske Zelezarne Two blast furnaces at Zelazara Jesenice 300

Do. Zelezara Store Electric reduction furnaces at Store pri Celju 290
Steel, crude Slovenian Steel Group, d.d. (Slovenska industrija jekla) Plant at Jesenica 400

Do. do. Plant at Ravne 162
Do. Štore Steel d.o.o. (Unior d.d., 54%) Plant at Store 140

Do., do. Ditto.


