
STATISTICAL SUMMARY—2000 2.1

STATISTICAL SUMMARY

By Stephen D. Smith

This annual report summarizes data on crude nonfuel mineral

production1 for the United States, its island possessions, and the

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Although crude mineral production may be measured at any

of several stages of extraction and processing, the stage of

measurement used in this annual report is what is termed “mine

output.”  This term refers to minerals or ores in the form in

which they are first extracted from the ground, but customarily

may include the output from auxiliary processing at or near the

mines.

Because of inadequacies in the statistics available, some

series deviate from the foregoing definition.  For copper, gold,

lead, silver, and zinc, the quantities shown are recorded on a

mine basis (as the recoverable content of ore sold or treated).  

The values assigned to the quantities, however, are based on the

average selling price of refined metal, not the mine value.

Mercury is measured as recovered metal and valued at the

average New York price for the metal.  Values shown are in

current dollars, with no adjustments made to compensate for

changes in the purchasing power of the dollar.

The annual total value of all nonfuel mineral production in the

United States increased almost 1% to $39.4 billion in 2000, with

metals increasing almost 4% to $10.2 billion and industrial

minerals decreasing less than 1% to $29.2 billion compared

with those of 1999.  Nine of the mineral commodities produced

in the United States in 2000 had an individual total production

value that was greater than $1 billion.  These commodities were,

in descending order, stone (crushed), cement (portland), sand

and gravel (construction), gold, copper, iron ore (usable), lime, 

salt, and zinc.  They composed almost 79% of the U.S. total

production value (table 1).

In 2000, 13 States produced nonfuel mineral commodities

with individual total production values of greater than $1

billion.  These States were, in descending order, California,

Nevada, Arizona, Texas, Florida, Michigan, Georgia,

Minnesota, Utah, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Alaska, and New

York.  They composed slightly over 59% of the U.S. total

production value (table 3).

1The terms “nonfuel mineral production” and  related “values” encompass

variations in meaning, depending on the minerals or mineral products.  

Production may be measured by mine shipments, mineral commodity sales, or

marketable production (including consumption by producers) as is applicable to

the individual mineral commodity.  

All 2000 USGS mineral production data published in this chapter are as of 

January 2002.   For some commodities such as construction sand and gravel,

crushed stone, and portland cement, data are updated periodically.   To obtain

the most current information, please contact the appropriate USGS mineral

commodity specialist.   A telephone listing for the specialists may be retrieved

over the Internet at URL http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/contacts/ comdir.html

or by calling USGS information at (703) 648-4000 for the specialist's name and

number.   All Mineral Industry Surveys–mineral commodity, State, and

country–also may be retrieved over the Internet at URL

http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals.

Values, percentage calculations, and rankings for 2000 may vary from the

Minerals Yearbook, Area Reports: Domestic 2000, Volume II, owing to  revision

of preliminary 2000 to final 2000 data.




