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PLATINUM-GROUP METALS IN SEPTEMBER 2015 

The Engelhard average September price for platinum 
decreased slightly whereas prices for palladium and iridium 
increased slightly compared with average August prices. The 
average monthly price for rhodium decreased by 8% and that for 
ruthenium increased by 3% during the same time period. The 
average monthly price for platinum fell to its lowest levels in 6 
years and daily prices for platinum fell to their lowest year-to-
date levels. The platinum daily prices were below those of gold 
for the seventh consecutive month, and the average monthly 
rhodium price was below that for platinum for the sixth 
consecutive month. 

Anglo American Platinum Ltd. (South Africa) (Amplats) 
agreed to sell its Rustenburg mining and concentrating 
operations to Sibanye Gold Ltd. for R4.5 billion ($325 million). 
The sale included the Bathopele, Siphumelele, and Thembelani 
mining operations (which comprise the integrated Khuseleka 
and Khomanani mining operations), two concentrating plants, a 
chromium-recovery plant, and the Western Limb Tailings 
Retreatment plant. As part of the deal, Sibanye was to sell all 
concentrates back to Amplats through the end of 2018. Starting 
January 1, 2019, Sibanye and Amplats would enter a toll 

treatment arrangement whereby Amplats would smelt and refine 
concentrate produced from the Rustenburg Mines for a period of 
2 to 8 years. The sales agreement was subject to various 
approvals and was expected to become unconditional during 
2016 with a backstop date of June 30, 2017. Going forward, 
Amplats planned to focus on lower-cost mechanized mining 
operations (Anglo American Platinum Ltd., 2015). 
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TABLE 1
PLATINUM-GROUP METALS PRICES1

(Dollars per troy ounce)

Platinum Palladium Rhodium Iridium Ruthenium
2014:

Low/date  1,183.00 Nov. 14 707.00 Feb. 4 1,000.00 Jan. 2 400.00 Jan.2 57.00 Jan.–Feb.2

High/date 1,517.00 July 10 905.00 Aug.2 1,475.00 Aug.2 630.00 Aug.–Sep.2 72.00 Apr.–July2

Average 1,387.89 809.89 1,174.23 556.19 65.13
2015:

August:
Low/date  948.00/7 527.00/26 750.00/3 500.002 40.002

High/date 1,030.00/21 626.00/14 900.002 500.002 42.002

Average 985.86 598.24 842.38 500.00 40.76
September:

Low/date  910.00/30 578.00/4 750.00/23 500.002 42.002

High/date 1,009.00/2 675.00/25 815.00/1 505.00/30 42.002

Average 966.38 612.76 778.33 500.24 42.00
January–September:

Low/date  910.00 Sept. 30 527.00 Aug. 26 750.00 July 31,  Aug. 3, and Sept. 23 500.00 July–Sept.2 40.00 July–Aug.2

High/date 1,289.00 Jan. 21 834.00 Mar. 3 1,245.00 Jan. 2 and 5 575.00 Jan.–June2 58.00 Jan.2

Average 1,104.55 723.45 1,026.87 551.14 49.51
1Quotes from Engelhard.
2Occurred multiple days in month(s) listed.

Source: Platts Metals Week.
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TABLE 2
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF PLATINUM METAL, BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms metal content, unless otherwise specified)

Value Value Value Value Value Value
Period and country Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands)

2014 685 $31,100 34,400 $1,500,000 6,230 $282,000 4,290 $166,000 95,600 $1,090,000 208 $8,990
2015:

June 2 80 2,380 85,000 184 6,540 326 10,700 7,510 45,700 69 2,580
July 3 111 2,110 73,700 658 24,700 333 11,600 19,200 59,100 297 7,650
August:

Argentina -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 210 7,790 -- --
Australia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 20 397 93 3,080
Belgium -- -- 23 699 -- -- -- -- 2 287 -- --
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 147 3,350 -- --
Canada 3 93 -- -- (2) 10 13 454 112 2,540 2 67
China -- -- -- -- 71 2,840 -- -- 380 7,420 -- --
Colombia -- -- -- -- 130 3,700 -- -- 10 122 -- --
Czech Republic -- -- -- -- -- -- 5 143 -- -- -- --
France -- -- 103 3,580 47 1,660 5 173 20 678 -- --
Germany -- -- -- -- 51 1,760 155 7,080 222 11,300 1 351
Israel -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 7 205 -- --
Italy -- -- 71 2,250 -- -- -- -- 8,420 8,370 -- --
Japan -- -- -- -- (2) 18 3 97 205 5,870 -- --
Korea, Republic of -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 46 1,160 -- --
Malaysia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 4 157 -- --
Mexico -- -- -- -- 5 155 -- -- 97 3,300 -- --
Norway -- -- 194 6,340 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Saudi Arabia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 83 2,630 -- --
Singapore -- -- (2) 11 -- -- 2 124 285 8,270 -- --
South Africa -- -- 1,150 35,700 309 9,460 -- -- -- -- -- --
Switzerland -- -- -- -- 107 3,470 8 255 -- -- 9 377
Thailand -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 15 443 -- --
Trinidad and Tobago -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 174 6,160 -- --
United Kingdom -- -- 62 1,940 1 40 7 183 398 10,100 (2) 14
Other -- -- -- -- -- -- 4 48 44 515 -- --

Total 3 93 1,600 50,500 721 23,100 203 8,560 10,900 81,100 105 3,890
January–August 163 6,250 19,800 727,000 3,580 130,000 3,330 119,000 66,800 561,000 804 29,000

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

Platinum coins
Platinum

waste and scrap
Platinum

grain and nuggets Platinum sponge
Other

unwrought platinum Platinum, other
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TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF PLATINUM-GROUP METALS, BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms metal content, unless otherwise specified)

Value Value Value Value Value Value
Period and country Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands)

2014 79,300 $2,020,000 13,100 $350,000 1,990 $33,900 322 $1,670 11,100 $24,600 11,100 $408,000
2015:

June 7,100 177,000 330 9,130 46 907 -- -- 1,080 1,660 878 30,200
July 7,250 166,000 762 16,400 79 1,360 -- -- 715 1,310 730 22,700
August:

Belgium 89 1,810 -- -- 2 38 -- -- -- -- 79 2,110
Brazil 83 1,620 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Canada 912 2,050 104 2,180 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
China -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 18 709
France (3) 4 1 24 -- -- -- -- -- -- 50 1,330
Germany 61 816 10 227 22 423 -- -- 90 143 52 1,500
Italy 21 480 3 77 -- -- -- -- -- -- (3) 18
Japan 65 750 -- -- 1 20 -- -- -- -- -- --
Norway 249 4,850 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 8 189
Russia 2,410 46,700 282 6,830 6 153 -- -- -- -- 75 1,870
South Africa 2,740 59,200 -- -- 74 1,210 -- -- 525 932 310 9,020
United Kingdom 189 3,740 6 90 5 96 -- -- -- -- 9 230
Other -- -- 4 91 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Total 6,820 122,000 410 9,520 110 1,940 -- -- 615 1,080 600 17,000
January–August 52,700 1,250,000 6,160 159,000 536 9,430 -- -- 6,000 10,300 6,760 239,000

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Unwrought and other forms.
3Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 

Ruthenium2 Rhodium2Osmium2Unwrought palladium Palladium, other Iridium2
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TABLE 4
U.S. EXPORTS OF PLATINUM-GROUP METALS, BY COUNTRY1

(Kilograms metal content, unless otherwise specified)

Value Value Value Value Value
Period and country Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands) Quantity (thousands)

2014 14,800 $596,000 254,000 $1,060,000 22,500 $460,000 901 $13,200 428 $17,000
2015:

June 856 30,400 14,900 74,600 3,530 73,500 42 842 37 1,380
July 905 29,300 18,300 75,600 1,120 20,800 46 896 71 3,020
August:

Australia 5 154 -- -- 5 109 -- -- -- --
Belgium 150 3,600 -- -- -- -- -- -- 50 1,330
Brazil 7 221 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Canada 12 395 1 26 98 1,750 4 36 (4) 15
China 11 151 1 35 120 2,470 -- -- 12 488
France 3 112 -- -- 28 208 2 53 -- --
Germany 93 2,990 98 2,910 82 980 4 43 -- --
Hong Kong 7 216 -- -- 45 950 5 84 22 663
India 5 173 5 184 59 1,140 10 105 3 76
Ireland 206 6,160 -- -- 19 115 -- -- -- --
Israel 1 19 -- -- 73 397 -- -- -- --
Italy -- -- 9 189 1 26 -- -- -- --
Japan 111 3,520 11,000 6,890 34 241 -- -- -- --
Korea, Republic of 216 6,820 -- -- 20 279 2 32 -- --
Luxembourg 64 1,970 11 330 124 2,430 -- -- -- --
Mexico 42 1,130 -- -- 13 281 1 18 -- --
Netherlands -- -- -- -- 2 10 14 336 -- --
New Zealand (4) 4 -- -- 2 61 -- -- -- --
Saudi Arabia -- -- -- -- 22 146 -- -- -- --
Singapore 175 5,640 251 38 1 21 -- -- -- --
Slovakia 32 669 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Switzerland 121 4,110 3,150 55,400 3 27 -- -- -- --
Taiwan 4 139 -- -- 129 1,900 (4) 11 -- --
Thailand 5 250 -- -- 13 295 -- -- -- --
United Kingdom 3 49 1,380 27,200 1,470 29,000 7 103 -- --
Other 7 235 -- -- 33 327 -- -- -- --

Total 1,280 38,700 15,900 93,200 2,400 43,200 50 820 87 2,570
January–August 7,750 267,000 165,000 641,000 18,200 373,000 518 9,510 426 17,700

-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Unwrought and other forms.
3Gross weight.
4Less than ½ unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Rhodium2
Platinum Iridium, osmium,

Platinum2 waste and scrap Palladium2 and ruthenium2, 3
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