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ANTIMONY IN THE SECOND QUARTER 2016

Imports of antimony products were 5,670 metric tons (t) in
the second quarter of 2016, a 9% increase from those in the
previous quarter and 5% more than those in the second quarter
of 2015 (table 1). During the first half of 2016, 10,900 t of
antimony products were imported, an 8% decrease from those
during the same period of 2015. Antimony oxide accounted for
a majority of antimony imports during the second quarter of
2016, and the leading suppliers to the United States were, in
descending order of quantity, China, Thailand, and Belgium
(fig. 1, table 2). China was the leading source of imported
antimony metal (including alloys, waste and scrap) in the
second quarter, accounting for 59% of imports (table 2). Exports
of antimony products during the second quarter of 2016 were
27% more than those in the preceding quarter but 36% less than
those in the second quarter of 2015 (table 1). During the first
half of 2016, exports were about 29% less than those in the
same period of 2015.
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Figure 1. U.S. imports of antimony oxide from the second quarter of 2014
through the second quarter of 2016. Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

The average quarterly Platts Metals Week New York dealer
price for antimony metal, which had trended consistently
downward from the second quarter of 2014, increased by 16%

to 302.5 cents per pound during the second quarter of 2016 (fig.
2, table 1). The price increase during the second quarter
correlated with limited supply in Europe and the United States
and reports of stockpiling in China. In June, China’s State
Reserve Bureau (SRB) confirmed that it planned to purchase
5,000 t of antimony metal for the national stockpile in July and
5,000 t in October. Past SRB antimony purchases have led to
price increases (Heywood, 2016).
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Figure 2. Average quarterly New York dealer price for 99.5% to 99.6%
antimony metal from the second quarter of 2014 through the second quarter of
2016. Source: Platts Metals Week.

In late June, China’s Ministry of Commerce allocated export
quotas of 2,449 t of antimony metal and 15,714 t of antimony
trioxide (antimony content) for the second half of 2016. The
second half quotas accounted for about 33% of the 54,400 t of
antimony allocated for export in 2016 (Argus Media Group—
Metal Pages, 2016; Heywood, 2016).

In July, the United States initiated a trade enforcement action
against China’s export duties, which range from 5% to 20%, on
21 tariff lines relating to nine mineral commaodities (including
antimony), claiming that the duties violated World Trade
Organization (WTO) rules and unfairly benefited Asian
manufacturers. The United States asserted that China’s export
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duties subjected U.S. manufacturers to higher costs than
Chinese companies for these materials and that China had
agreed to eliminate these export duties when it joined the WTO
(Office of the United States Trade Representative, 2016).

List services and Web feed subscribers are the Second to
receive notification of USGS minerals information publications
and data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.
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(Metric tons, antimony content, unless otherwise specified)

TABLE 1
SALIENT ANTIMONY STATISTICS'

2015°

1st quarter—4th quarter

2016

1st quarter

2d quarter

Imports for consumption:

Ore and concentrate 320 39 36
Metal, alloys, waste and scrap (gross weight) 5,790 1,680 1,730
Oxide? 16,700 3,480 3,910
Total 22,800 5,200 5,670
Exports:
Ore and concentrate 31 5 2
Metal, alloys, waste and scrap (gross weight) 1,440 195 174
Oxide? 1,750 288 442
Total 3,220 488 618
Price, average, cents per pound® 326.51 260.00 302.50
PPreliminary.
'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits, except prices; may not add to totals shown.
2Antimony content is calculated by the U.S. Geological Survey.
$Source: Platts Metals Week. New York dealer price for 99.5% to 99.6% metal, c.i.f. U.S. ports.
TABLE 2
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF ANTIMONY, BY CLASS AND COUNTRY?
(Metric tons, antimony content, unless otherwise specified)
2015 2016
1st quarter— 1st January-
Class and country 4th quarter quarter April May June June
Ore and concentrate:
Italy 266 36 12 9 15 72
Other 54 3 - - - 3
Total 320 39 12 9 15 75
Metal, alloys, waste and scrap (gross weight):
China 3,050 851 377 124 515 1,870
India 1,420 351 20 91 80 542
Mexico 381 202 49 51 39 341
United Kingdom 354 67 29 12 23 131
Vietnam 242 90 106 152 58 406
Other 348 119 - - - 119
Total 5,790 1,680 581 430 715 3,410
Oxide:’
Belgium 1,650 508 95 120 139 862
Bolivia 1,590 215 17 116 78 426
China 8,960 2,100 743 779 906 4,530
France 289 32 20 32 16 100
Japan 479 151 73 69 6 299
Mexico 862 138 62 50 61 311
Thailand 2,660 332 282 100 133 847
Other 175 6 2 2 7 17
Total 16,700 3,480 1,290 1,270 1,350 7,390
Grand total 22,800 5,200 1,890 1,710 2,080 10,900
Other antimony compounds (gross weight) 89" 7 - 3 - 10

"Revised. -- Zero.

'Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Antimony content is calculated by the U.S. Geological Survey.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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