






Natural Graphite Worksheet Notes 
 
Data Sources 
The sources of data for the natural graphite worksheet are the mineral statistics publications of the U.S. Bureau of Mines and the U.S. 
Geological Survey—Minerals Yearbook (MYB) and its predecessor, Mineral Resources of the United States (MR).  The years of 
publication and corresponding years of data coverage are listed in the References section below.  Blank cells in the worksheet indicate 
that data were not available or withheld. 
 
Production 
Production data were recorded from published values in the MR and the MYB for the years 1900–14 and 1941–53.  For the years 
1915–40, 1954–79, 1982–84, and 1988–89, production data were withheld.  For the years 1980–81, 1985–87, and 1990–2006, 
production data were not available.  Shipment data were reported for the years 1911–29.  For the years 1911–14, shipment data were 
reported as being equal to production data.  Reported shipment data were used as an estimate in the absence of production data for the 
years 1915–29. 
 
Imports 
For the years 1931–80, the import numbers shown in the MYB include artificial and natural graphite.  Therefore, the import numbers 
listed in the spreadsheet were adjusted by subtracting the artificial graphite totals from the gross number.  Import data were recorded 
from the published values in the MR and the MYB. 
 
Exports 
Export data for the years 1927–35 include manufactured graphite because there was no specific data available to allow separating 
manufactured graphite from natural graphite.  Prior to 1912, export data were not available.  Data were reported in the MR and the 
MYB. 
 
Apparent Consumption 
For the years 1985–2006, apparent consumption was recorded as it appeared in the MYB.  Prior to 1985, there were no entries, so 
apparent consumption was calculated using the formula: 
 

APPARENT CONSUMPTION = PRODUCTION + IMPORTS – EXPORTS. 
 
Unit Value ($/t) 
Unit value is defined as the value of 1 metric ton (t) of natural graphite apparent consumption in current dollars.  Apparent 
consumption data were not reported for the years 1900–68 and were withheld for the years 1982–84.  Production and shipment data 
were not available or withheld for most of the century, which prevented the calculation of apparent consumption.  The unit value was 
based solely on imports. 
 
Unit Value (98$/t) 
The Consumer Price Index conversion factor, with 1998 as the base year, is used to adjust unit value in current U.S. dollars to the unit 
value in constant 1998 U.S. dollars. 
 
World Production 
World production data were reported in the MR and MYB. 
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Recommended Citation Format: 
U.S. Geological Survey, [year of last update, e.g., 2005], [Mineral commodity, e.g., Gold] statistics, in Kelly, T.D., and Matos, G.R., 

comps., Historical statistics for mineral and material commodities in the United States:  U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 140, 
available online at http://pubs.usgs.gov/ds/2005/140/.  (Accessed [date].) 

 
For more information, please contact: 
 
USGS Graphite Commodity Specialist 
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